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Goods trade deficit
hits a 10-month high

The trade deficit in August was $24.16 billion, almost I7% wider than July’s

$20.67-billion gap: goods exports shrank for the seventh month in a row

NEW DELHI

ndsa’s roreign tude hic
a fresh tough
. with =

ports shrinking for the se-

vear, and the goods trade
deficit hitting 2 10-month
hi

The extent of decline in
outbound shipments eased
to 6.86% in st from
double-digit contractions
in recent months, to hit a
three-month high worth
$34.5 billion.

Services exports, after

dening current
deficit in this quarter.

Declining exports

Incia's exports
saventh consecutive month

ok by &.00% In Augse 203, for the
the

Nipah cases rise to
six in Kozhikode

KOZHIKODE

One more person tested
for Nipah infection

in Kozhikode district of
taking

A lock at the year-on-year %(h)ng: in exports {in 5

e

Aug 2022

/\w
v

Aug 2023

therm, 624 are In the Righe
risk category, including 327
wrorkers.

The merchandise im-
port  bill for August
dropped _5.23% year-on-
year to $55.64 billion, bue
0.85% higher than Ju-
iy billion impare tal-
Iy. lifting the goods trade
Oalick o Avgmat o F3Ais
2 8% below Al

gm 2022
most 17% over July’s $20.67

billion gap.

Aditi Nayar, chief econo-
mist and head of research
at ICRA, said that the
sequential uptick in im-
ports in August had wi-
dens T

Me. Cens
team ofoﬁ'iclak Gistted Kal
lad near Kuttiadi in the dis-
trict where the house of
one of the deceased pa-
E. Mohammedali,

India seeks
Australia’s aid
NEW DELIT

Incis has reached out to
Austrafia seeking to restock

Govt. notifies
31 Benches of
GST Appellate
Tribunal

The Finance Ministry noti-
fied the constitution of 31

to
the Nepah veus, e

Council of Medical

head Or. Ragv Baht said on

Friday. » PAGE S
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farms. They o theiea
fruit planls on  the
premise:

On Friday, lab tests con-
firmed that Mohammedali

and sent. The spread of the

ents,
47 is located.
dali is considered the in-

house of one of his rela-

is o
have happened at this priv-
ate hospital.
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Goods trade deficit
hits a 10-month high

The trade deficit in August was $24.16 billion, almost 17% wider than July’s

$20.67-billion gap; goods exports shrank for the seventh month in a row

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

a fresh trough in Au-

gust, with goods ex-
ports shrinking for the se-
venth successive month,
services exports estimated
to have dropped for the
first time in well over a
year, and the goods trade
deficit hitting a 10-month
high.

The extent of decline in
outbound shipments eased
to 6.86% in August from
double-digit contractions
in recent months, to hit a
three-month high worth
$34.5 billion.

Services exports, after
growing at a sharp 26.7%
rate in 2022-23, were reck-
oned to have shrunk 0.4%
in August to $26.39 billion,
stoking fears about a wi-
dening current account
deficit in this quarter.

l ndia’s foreign trade hit

Declining exports

India's exports shrank by 6.86% in August 2023, for the
seventh consecutive month compared with the year-earlier
period. A look at the year-on-year % change in exports (in $)
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The merchandise im- billion gap.
port bill for August Aditi Nayar, chief econo-
dropped 5.23% year-on- mist and head of research
year to $58.64 billion, but  at ICRA, said that the sharp

was 10.85% higher than Ju-
ly’s $52.9 billion import tal-
ly, lifting the goods trade
deficit for August to $24.16
billion, just 2.8% below Au-
gust 2022 numbers and al-
most 17% over July’s $20.67

sequential uptick in im-
ports in August had wi-
dened the trade deficit to a
10-month high.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8




* India trade balance for 2022 was $-151.46B, a 82.18%
increase from 2021.

* India trade balance for 2021 was $-83.13B, 2 690.53%
increase from 2020.

* India trade balance for 2020 was $-10.52B, a 85.61%
decline from 2019.

* India trade balance for 2019 was $-73.07B, a2 28.13%
decline from 2018.
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India Trade Balance - Historical Data

Year Billions of US $ % of GDP
2022 $-151.46B -4.47%
2021 $-83.13B -2.64%
2020 $-10.52B -0.39%
2019 $-73.07B -2.58%
2018 $-101.67B -3.76%
2017 $-83.76B -3.16%
2016 $-40.53B -1.77%
2015 $-48.31B -2.30%
2014 $-60.89B -2.99%
2013 $-55.38B -2.98%
2012 $-122.91B -6.72%
2011 $-119.28B -6.54%

2010 $-74.62B -4.45%
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Goods trade deficit hits
a10-month high

“With the monthly merchandise trade deficit ave-
raging much higher during July-August visavis
Apriljune 2023, India’s current account deficit is
likely to widen in dhis quarter (Q2) from the $10-12
billion expected in Q1. she cautione:

Oil prices hit exports
Nearly half of the dedline in exports this year has
been driven by the decline in petroleum prices,
top officials said, noting that though
umes of petroleum products were up 6% during
April to July, prices were 27% lowei
. “In fact, 13 commodities that accounted for
about 23% of our exports in this period, have seen
a rise in volumes despite a decline in the value of
shipments, indicating there is strong demand for
our products,” an official said.
e

v
he was more optimistic now

sation’s
bal trade in 2024 from the

second quarter after
still remains slightly bel
ficial said, referring to the WTO
rometer’s current reading of 99.1.

trade ba-

31 Benches of GST
Tribunals notified

This marks a 20% growth from the number of

Editors Guild of India has
right to free speech, says CJI

SC asks comy

inants to file an affidav

within two weeks on why case against EGI should not be

quashed: the Chief Justice also asks how these reports are promoting enmity among groups

NEW DELHI

hief Justice of India
(CID_ DY. Chandra-
chud on Friday said

speec put forth its
Vicws In peing.
The ‘vhnch

led to the

FIRs against senior joumu-
ists, the members and pre-
sident of the EGI1, did not

a “whisper of

Hoashed by the top

SC grills complainants
“Tell us how any of these

What is happening? They

ity in Manipur. SITU RAJ KORMMAR

[5G are entitled 1o put
forth the
a

£d under Section 200 IPC
[giving false

o court]. Where did they
a declaration to a
court? How is Section 200
nnpllc.lled here?” Chief
ce Chandrachud
iied the complainants,
represent

report. “Since you raise
that issue, tell us first about

journalists to the ground to
intervene and find out.
They may be rngu or
ong. the ts whee free
all about.” the
chlerjusuce reacted.

Magistrates to
record

Manipur approves
compensation plan
for sex abuse victims

NEW DELHI

The Manipur government
has notified an upgraded
sches

The Supreme Court on Friday
clarified that the local
magistrates will record the
statements of witnesses and

=hould be physically present to
record the statements, ensure
they are signed and send

©n to the courts in Assam for
the pre-trial proceedings.

me for
women victims and survi-
wors of sexual assault and
other crimes. The m-
ment has allowed applica-
it mpensa-

o 10 . led

physically before the State

es v or

the Di et S es

Authority or online from
anywhere in

The notification. dated

set ourt the

rviews to the report have

%7
tors' body along with the
report.

4,
schedule of injuries and
crimes for which women
victims will be given aid.

Upgraded scheme

The scheme is being noti-
fied after being upgraded
in with the

Mr. Divan said that the Ma-
nipur High Court had al-
ready entertained a PIL
against the EGI, and sought

al Tush.
Melwa. for the Manipur

tional Legal Services Auth-
ority’s scheme. While the
mment said

pliance with directions is-
sued by the Supreme
on August 21 s

sug-
gesl.ed that his client would
withdraw

agreed to file an affidavit in
response.

Senior hyam
Divan, for the EG1 and the
journalists, said that coun-

shifting the case to Deini,
also urged the

not travel that (q.ushmg
the FIRs] path™.

anywhere that it is specific
to victims of the violence
that began on May 3.

It xhnll apply to the vic-
dms their dependent
) Who have suffered loss,
injury, as the case may be,

Meitei group
meets Rajnath

A Meitei group that met
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
o0 Tiisesitay hes domenced
the withdrawal of

(AR) from Manipur. The e
Meetei Co-ordination

fed to mistrust among the
Meitei people.

as a result of the offence
committed and who re-
quire rehabilitation,” it

ority. and issued details of

compensation amounts for

abour 20 different kinds of
rime:

who have lost their lives or
those who have been
graped, the compensation
Fanges from €5 lakh to £10
1akh. For other crimes, in-
duding rape, sexual as-

a result of the assault.

States.
<0 the GST Coundil, the Unton
signalled that they will come up in a phased man-
nor, beginning with State capitals and cities with
High Court Benches. The first set of tr
become operational sometime between this Nc»
vember and J.

PO stare with, Uttar Pradesh will have the high-
est number of Benches of the GST tribunals, with
three Benches propased t be set up across Luck-

Karnataka and Rajas(han will Taave two Benches
‘hile Mahar: together will

Len up by two Benches of the tribunal to come up
the seven northeastern StalS, one
nal Bench has been

Amid walkout by Congress,
Gujarat Assembly passes Bill for
more OBC seats in local bodies

ribu
it Circatls Behehis I ALawl, AGAFtala o
ma that will be operationalised depending upon
the number of appeals filed in respective States.

Expediting adjudication

mﬂs f rovide tax
certainey spectally in recurring lrigative lasues.”
said AbI Rastogi, founder of Rastogi
‘halnbas‘ who has various writ petitions

Bt da EOgh Cotts i fh Mo of s ek
bunal

corporations for Other
Backward Classes (OBCs)
from 10% to 27%

The Gujarat Local Auth-
orities.

. staged a walkout de-
nundlng higher ratio of
and tabling of a

report of the

headed by former Chief
Justice of Odisha KS Zaveri.
According to the State
rnment, in 33 district

wil

248  taluka
seats
from 505 to 994, in eight

Laws
Bill, 2023, was passed
through a majority voice
vote after all the 17 Con-

OBC seats will rise to 181

from 67 and In 156 munici-

palities, the OBC seats will
481101

Army deploys drones, sets
off blasts in operation to nab
hiding militants in Anantnag

Peerzada
SRINAGAR
Security forces used explo-

sions and opened heavy
fire on the hill crevices,

seen as

i Cadtoal hill o the
hira day of the Anan:

on Frida

Officials said a soldier,
who went missing on
Thursday, could not be
traced. The did not
divulge deeails abous the
status of the soldier.
office: have been Hlled
and two sclders hujured
during the operation so far.

Tough task:

Acrrry personnel at Kokernag ares in Anan‘uug district
during the encounter with militants on Friday. NISSAR AHUAD

of

The security forces suspect  Khan, have been trapped.
two to three militants may The Army used quad-
be hiding in the area. The copters and drones to
police said two Lashkar-e- trace the missing soldier
Taiba (LeT) . in-  and

cuding a local, Uzair the militants.

Nipah cases rise to six in
Kozhikode district

The 39 year old Chesmvmnmr native, whio tested
¥

treasment there. He had gone w the hos-
pital as a caregiver of another person.

affected persons are M ‘s nine-
old son, his 24-year-old brother- An S, and & 24-
year-old healthcare worker.
Vigil intensified in district

3 of the Health Departmy

‘ollowing instructions ent,
intensified efforts are under way in Kozhikode dis-
trict to trace all those who came in contact with
the affected persons.

A majority of health personnel are busy with
collection of details of thase who visited hospitals
in Kozhikode city where the Nipah patients had
sought treatment.

Support of the police will also be sought for t.he

Wrong to think only ‘fancy’
cases reach Constitution
Benches, says Chief Justice

NEW DELHI

Chilef Justice of India (CJD
Chandrac]

Bay cold & Tawyer te —dis.

Iy travails of the ordinary
people.

The Chief Justice said
thar in cases like the Article
3

DX, Chandrachud

Constitution Bench hear-
ing on the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370 of the Constitu-
tion is

reporting mmugh aspecial helpline is in progress,

secure room facilities, around 20 ventilators are
razdy for critically ill patse:
officials said all villages in contain-

ment zanes were foum ing positively to
prmnﬂ\ez(reps and cooperating with the imple-

cm
i

the court had listened to

drachud pulled up advo-

. But that
& not what the petitioners
in the case and th

cate
for his letter t the top
court’s Secretary-General,
saving the court was “wast-
ing time" hearing Constitu-
tdon Bench cases and

d focus on public in-
terest petitions to bene!
the common

man
~You may think that a

marter that touches upon
the of

of thousands of drivers

Mr. Nedumpara said he
was not against the court
hearing rution

Bench martters, but his ob-
jection was o the court

hearing issues of publi
polis ing the
public.

Sangeet Natak
Akademi to
honour 84
performers

NEW DELHI

The Sangeet Natak Akade-
mi on Friday announced

special onetime awards,
commemorating 75 years

tists age
of 75 and have not been ac-

tonal ho-

nour in their career. The

awards would be given by

Vicepresident . Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Sarurday.

Sorae of the swasdees

DAC gives nod to buy
12 Su-30 jets, other
military equipment

NEW DELHI

a long-pending
Seal e Derencs ‘Acquisi-
ton Council which met on
Friday approved procure-
ment of 12 SU-30MKI jets
for the Indian Air Force
(AF). These will be li-

should aim for a minimum
60 to 65% indigenous con-
tene.” he sald

Stngh directed the
Chief of Defence Staft, Se
Vice Chiets, Defence Secre-
tary and Director General
(Acquisition) to worl: to-
wards increasing the mini-
mmim indigenous content

211,000 crore. The IAF has

been pushing for addition-
al sukhois as well 21
MIG-29s.

clude Mahabir Nayak from
Jharkhand for music, Har-
ishchandra Prabhakar Bor-
kar from Maharashtra for
theatre, and Dharmeswar
Nath of Asssam for dance.

Rajnath
5ingh Stated that It s s2ms

survivability of
DAC

Syste:
el riien Moty Venicle
Gun Towing Vehicles for
swift mobilisation and de-
of

to
wards indigenisation, a fors

S0% indigenous content
for o

Artillery Guns

and Radars.

India had contracted
272 Su-30s from Russia in
batches, majority of which
were in India

Designed Developed and
Manufactured projects, we

HAL and around 11 jets
were lost over the years.
[

-+




Amid walkout by Congress,
Gujarat Assembly passes Bill for
more OBC seats in local bodies

The Hindu Bureau
GANDHINAGAR

The BJP government in
Gujarat on Friday passed a
Bill in the Assembly ear-
marking 27% seats in local
bodies like panchayats,
municipalities and civic
corporations for Other
Backward Classes (OBCs)
from 10% to 27% seats.

The Gujarat Local Auth-
orities Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2023, was passed
through a majority voice
vote after all the 17 Con-
gress MLAs, including Con-
gress Legislative Party
leader Amit Chavda and se-
nior MLA Arjun Modhwa-

dia, staged a walkout de-
manding higher ratio of
reservation and tabling of a
report of the commission
headed by former Chief
Justice of Odisha KS Zaveri.
According to the State
government, in 33 district
panchayats, OBC seats will
go up from 105 to 206, in
248 taluka panchayats,
OBC seats will increase
from 505 to 994, in eight
municipal corporations,
OBC seats will rise to 181
from 67 and in 156 munici-
palities, the OBC seats will
increase from 481 to 1,270.
In Gujarat, OBCs are es-
timated to be 49.2% of the
population. Last month,

the State had announced
27% reservation for OBCs
in local bodies like pan-
chayats, municipalities and
civic corporations on the
basis of a report submitted
by the Zaveri commission.

Earlier, OBC reservation
in local bodies in the State
was at 10%.

With the increase to
27%, the State government
introduced the Bill to
amend relevant provisions
related to reservation in
the Gujarat Provincial
Municipal Corporation Act
of 1949, The Gujarat Muni-
cipalities Act of 1963 and
The Gujarat Panchayats
Act of 1993.
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Bihar Minister
slammed for
comments on
Hindu texts

PATNA

Bihar Education Minister
Chandra Shekhar courted
controversy once more
when he compared the
Hindu scripumme Ramcha-
vith

India seeks Australia’s help
in battdle against Nipah virus

It has sought monoclonal antibody doses from the country: I(.MR Lhiefs’a)\ there is no authorised

treatment for the disease and only phase-one trials for the Ty have be

cyanide.

“There are many great
things in the Hindu scrip-
wre

" Mr. Chandra Sh
har said.
The BIP in the State

(U) leaders distanced from
what the Minister has said.

The Nipah virus and Is ex-
pecting 20 more doses
soon, Indian Council
Medical Research (ICMR)
Director.General Rajiv
Bahl said on

Hie satd the mosoclonal
antibody has passed
phase-one trial and has
been administered to 14
persons globally tll now.
Stating that the aim as of
now is to ensure that the

cen

ion: A Nipah triage ares 2t the Government

ministering  treatment.
“ICMR is only making the

Nipah virus is as
fast as possible, he added
that aggressive contact-

Rahul Navin
appointed
in-charge
Director of ED

of India

Press Trust
NEW DELHI

IRS officer Rahul Navin was

appointed in-charge Direc-
nforcement Di-

retrcae u-p) ‘on Friday on

Mr. Navin is a 1993-batch
IRS officer.
T ihe cider sated that

Sanjay Kumar Mi
hra...as Director of Enfor-
cement
Enforcement
on 15.09.2023.~

Directorate

body so far had dsed due to
the virus.

Nots

Medical College in Kazhikode on Fricay. THULAS | KAKRAT

tibody, he said that it has to
be administered in the ear-

M, wailable to India
for compassi, e use, the
antibody is not a treat-

ed and thereafter no op-
itself

ly, doses are availa-
le For o3y T patients. D
Bahl said. Confirming that
no one in India has so far
been administered the an-

to take the research for

el far the information
available with us is that it is
safe but we can't say that

MP questions
mandatory test

NEW DELHI
CPIM) NP V. Sivadasan has

Sumnish a test report that they
are Nipah vins negstive.

this is effective. Having sasd
that, what is also true is the
fact that if it helps the citi-

zens in any we will
make it avallable for use,

Dr. Bahl said.

The antibody is used in
Australia for the Hendra vi-
Tus, is bat-borme.
Two doses of the antibody
have to be given per per-
son, Dr. Bahl

Aske

said.
d why Kerala is fac-
of

NEW DI

Being battle-ready for the

2024 Lok Sabha election,

preparations for the
lections

Polls on agenda as Congress
Working Committee begins
2-day Hyderabad meet today

CWC is also the first af-

four mo: o forge the
INDIA bloc in a bid to take
on the BJP-led National De-

Yatra and formation of

the
the INDIA alliance, the pol-
#tical situation in the coun-
try is changing gradually
and you

Hoardings seen along a road in
rabad on the eve of th
CWE meeting. A

will see in 2024,"

the newty - Seases, will eake part in dis-
gre: of the
Two n Hyderabad over  party’s highest Gecizton: press conference in ¥
the weekend. making body. rabad.
The Assembly elections On Sunday, the extend- Party leaders indicated

ed CWC meet will see 147 that there could also be dis-
on the second edi-

tion of the Bharat Jodo ¥a-

party
ing as Pradesh Congress
Committee chiefs and Con-

include inflation. unem.
ployment, situation in Ma-
nipur,  the

gress L Party
leaders have also been in-
wvited to be part of the dis-
cussions.

take on the BJP. These
plans are likely to take
shape o

after
‘With a clear focus onthe  day Special Session of Par-
As-

against the Adani Group.
and the recent terror at-
tack in JAK_

On Saturday, 84 CWC

Nipah, he said that the ex-
act reason was still being
worked out.

T
manent and special invi-
tees, and Chief Ministers of

Congress-ruled

Hament gets over.
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge on

sembly election, the par-
ty's top leadership will not

only hold a public rally on 20 reco: the CWC
the outskirts of Hyderabad  in which several news fac-
bur will also launch es such as S i Tharoor,
rantees on the lines of Kar-  Sachin t, Manish Tewa-

nataka. ri. and Gaurav Gogol were
The Telangana meet of

A ‘platformry’ will assess ‘top’ 50 judges before appointment in SC: CJI

NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India DX
Chandrachud on Friday
said the top court with a
young team of distin-
guished scholars, interns
and law researchers had
prepared a
form™ to a: one
of the “top SO judges™

the country who would be

ment as ;udgns of the Su-
preme Court
~One of the criticisms

Taal data to evaiate peo-
ple whom we are
considering for appolnr
ment to the

Court,” the Chier Ju Tustice

noted. He was speaking at
the Ram
rial Lecture's cememry
he unra-

i e mork in pro-
ess to make the system

assessed ev-

appointment as judges of
the Supreme Court,” Chief

serving

and retired judges, jurists
like Fali S.

advocates and lzw stu-

denss.

He said the idea was to

the process of ap-

pointments to the court

High Court judg-

es or whether the candi-

dates would be picked

based on their merit and

performance. Now the ap-

pointments are made on
as nio:

by
definite parameters of se-
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Rahul Navin
appointed
in-charge
Director of ED

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

IRS officer Rahul Navin was
appointed in-charge Direc-
tor of the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) on Friday on
the completion of tenure of
the incumbent Sanjay Ku-
mar Mishra, officials said.
Mr. Navin is a 1993-batch
IRS officer.

The order stated that
the President “is pleased to
order the cessation of te-
nure of Sanjay Kumar Mis-
hra...as Director of Enfor-
cement in the
Enforcement Directorate
on 15.09.2023.”




Agency overview

Formed 1 May 1956
(67 years ago)

Legal personality Government agency
Jurisdictional structure

Federal agency India

Operations India

jurisdiction

Governing body Government of India

Constituting Foreign Exchange
instruments Management Act, 1999
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002

General nature Federal law enforcement

Operational structure

Headquarters New Delhi, India
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
responsible Minister of Finance

Agency executive Rahul Navin,IRS, Director
Enforcement

Parent agency Department of Revenue,
Ministry of Finance



The Enforcement Directorate focuses on
investigating and prosecuting cases related to
money laundering, foreign exchange
violations, and economic offenses.

Its primary objective is to curb the generation
and circulation of black money and to ensure
compliance with the laws concerning foreign
exchange and prevention of money
laundering.




* However, the enforcement directorate has been discredited as one of the major Indian
agencies that misuses powers against activists, scholars, and political rivals with a 0.5%
conviction rate since its inception



£
4la

* In July 2022, according to data shared by the union government in
Parliament, only 23 people have been convicted in 5,422 cases
registered under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
in the 17 years after the law was passed, which is a conviction rate
of less than 0.5%. Where as the national conviction rate in India
for offences of the Indian Penal Code is 57.0% in 2021



The prime objective of the Enforcement Directorate is the enforcement of two
key Acts of the Government of India namely,

the Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and

the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA),

and The Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018 (FEOA).




Recruitment:

Recruitment of the officers is done directly and by
drawing officers from other investigation agencies.

e |t comprises officers of IRS (Indian Revenue Services), IPS (Indian
Police Services) and IAS (Indian Administrative Services) such
as Income Tax officer, Excise officer, Customs officer, and police.
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Can PM CARES benefits be
extended to all orphan:

The Supreme Court on Friday asked the Centre
whethe:

r benefits given und,

ler PM CARES Fund to
in the COVID

MAzOBA

ependence
Day, 2019, the wa-
ter-starved Maho-
ba district in south-eastern
Uttar reported on-
Iy 1,612 househiolde with
connections.  Four
Years later, 129,300
holds — or about 98% of all

can
rural homes in the district

be to other “An
orphan is an orphan, irrespective of whether the

d the Centre. The three-judge Bench =6
PIL on filed by Poulomi
Shukla in 2018 when she was a law student.

— have water connections,
according to the public
dashboard of the Jal Jeevan
Mission (IIM), the Centre’s
lakh crore scheme
that aims to provide piped
water to ewvery village
home by 2024.

No o India

Bihar boat capsize: 4 bodie
recovered: search on for more

ther district in
has reported sach a dra:
matic increase in tap con-
How

dmx a household

do not actually have taps.

district administration told
The Hindu that in 1

Srore houscholds which

Four bodies were fished out from the Bagmati 1 in
river on Friday, after more than 24 hours of 1™ parlance does not ab.  desh's official cla
search oper: following a capsize in ways mean one with an ac-

Magistrate Pranav Kumar sasd the boat carrying
rturned on Thursday.

around 30 people oves

tual water supply.

functional tap con-
nections, up from 5.1 lakh
househoids in 2019, con-

veying the that
they all have access o tap

sehold tap
(FHTC), many

warter. The State has re-
ported a surge of
such tap in

Wide gap: A resident

itking water from  well 3t Lubari village in

Mahoba district of Uttar Pradesh. SHI KUMAR PUSHPARAR

the past two years; they
make up 6% of the 13
crore rural households in
the country connected to
tap water.

it (ane of £
blocks in the district) has

connection. Resi-
Gencs of Asthaum, a village
wi 420

“only the rich could af-

ouses.

The village is sull reliant on
groundwater fro

pumps for ‘domestic drink-

Supply challenges

In Luhari village, whose

295 houses have all been

marked as having “tap con-
a,

gripe that only half the
households have taps and
no water actually flows
through them. Noting that
half the village is

lying area, e Sunil
Tiwarl says nux without a
p. which

(head) Bhan Singh told The
Hindu that of the
houses have pipes, widie
the metal cape are present
a “few hous:

> the challenge &= ear
mpply. His own house re-
lies on groundwater drawn

from a borewell.
In the Kunata village of
adjoining Panwarl
block as well, all 18S house-
holds have been marked as
having a household tap
connection.

promised as part ofthe Hiar
Ehar Jal scheme. Many of
the access roads into the
village have been cleaved
to install the central pipe-
line that is o

Jal Jeevan Mission remains a pipe dream

In Mahoba district of Uttar Pradesh. which has seen a dramatic spike in official tap water connections under the Central scheme, residents say they
only have pipes. not taps, and there is often no actual supply of water flowing through them: officials say the shortcomings will be rectified by Nov.

instead provide piped wa
ed from and

‘hese treat-
Tcnt planes are i varions
stages of commissioning
and the water is frequently
tested for purity,” said Zu-
bair Baig, Additional Dis-

bring in water from the
nearest water rvolr,
butthe pipeline irscifis sall

T omsen here continue
to walk to the several
pumps the village
el 6o draw water. Water-
scarce M.
cally relied on
ponds for irrigation. but
the region’s rocky sub-sur-
face means that perennial
sources of groundwater
are few. The Har Ghar Jal
mission’s overar.
is to wean villagers pr s

rict

“1f the water
doe:

supply is stopped for clean-

He said that a major
challenge of the mission
was o ssioning pipes
that ran for hundreds of ki-
lometres over undulating
terrain, given that a crack
or leak can cause disrup-

the creases and having
“full warter supply” by
Mahoba itself, the
is N this

2024; n

on
ter and handpumps, and

year.

Iconic double-decker
buses of Mumbai retire
after 8 decades of service

SsUMBAL

Eyeryone take the old-
ticket. Today is this

Buss last day. Make your

travel memorable” said

conductor Gopal Sukte as

he handed out vintage tick-
the

Last ride: The red non-AC double-decker buses are being replaced
by battery-run vehicles. #T

phase out the diesel-run
buses as part of moderni-
sation and operational

flocked to the upper deck
for a glimpse of Mumbai's
skyline and to make their
Jjourney memorable.
After 86 years of serving
wvarious l'oules across ‘Max-
imum City’, these non-air-
conditioned dnuhle«deck-
er buses bid adieu to daily

authorities have decided to

Tpeopic have fond me-

Introduced i 1997, the  mories of thls bus. 'mey

SC seeks NMC reply
to plea on stipend
for MBBS interns

Srinivasan K. Swamy elected
Chairman of Audit Bureau
of Circulations for 2023-24

Krishnadas The petition claims
NEW DELHI that 70% colleges do
not pay interns or SRR
The Supreme Court on Fri-
day sought a response pay less than the R
from the Medical utive

Commission (NMC) to a

terns or pay an amount
less than that prescribed in
I.aw

by
(mlefnsnce oy chandra-
chud said the N

e and, if so,
what steps were taken to
ensure that the norms for
payment of stipend to the

double-decker buses be-

came synonymous with  were happy s
the city itself, ewching space for everyone. I love
themselves into ihe collec  sitting on the upper deck,

emory of its resi- feeling the breeze and en-
denes and saviees, spart. Joiu the View: The  mo-

om bel in In-
dian and Hollywood mo-

vies. the Symbol of Mumbai’

BEST started replacing  said Gajanan Xha i
these iconic buses with 71, who had been travell
leased batteryrun red and  in these buses for the past
black double-decker buses six decades.

young doctors had been
with.

The court said the NMC
had to provide the infor-
mation in a tabulated chart
o 1tn affidavis.

aring a
pe(ldon Aled by a S oatehar
who had

Senior advocate R. Bala-

K. Swamy, Exec-
Chairman of RK.
Swamy Hansa Group. has
been unanimously elected
Chairman of the Audic Bu-

subramaniam, for the col- | reau of Circulations 3
lege. said the ACMS was | for 2023-2024.
run as a welfare measure A amy currently
for the children of serving | serves as Chairman of the
and retired Army person- | Asian Federation of Adver-
el and not s commere sing Associations. He was
venture. It had also rec earlier  President/Chair-
1y fered a college “See | man of me international
cut, L Advertis!

Fowever, the court sald | JAA). JAA India Chapter,
that the e of Asian Ad-

021 Regulations could not
o breached and. imterns
bad t0 be pald for thelr ser-

“In #ts interim order, the
court ordered the college
to pay a monthly stipend of
225,000

a-

venmng Agency Assoc
tions, Advertising Agencies

<il of India, All India Man-
Amcimticn,

maniam’s submission that ton.
medical interns the payment might
served in the = financially impact the col-
of  Medical Sciences lege, the court asked it to
(ACMS), Tun by approach lhe State Fee representi
‘Welfare Soclety,
in Delhi. Delhi ina nml\m‘ has been

Srinivasan K. Swarmy

elected Deput

cles’ representatives: Srini-
vasan K. Swamy, R.K. Swa-
my  Lwd. (Chairman);
Vikram Sakhuja, Madison
Communications (Treasur-
er): Prasant

Group M Media India Prev:
ate Ltd.: and Vaishali Ver-
ma, Initiative Media (India)
Private Ltd.

Publishers representa-
tives include Riyad Mathew
of Malayala Manorama

C

v i
the Bureau for 2023-

publi:
council, was

G. Pawar of Sakal Papers:
Shailesh Gupta of Jagran
Prakasha

elected Secretary of the
Bureau. Vikram Sakhuja,
Partner & Group CEO Me-
dia & OOH of Madison
Communications  Private
Ltd.. representing advertis-
ing agencies” membe
the council, was unani
mously re-elecled Treasur-
er of the Bur

rs on

the members on
the Bureaus Council of
Management for 2023-
2024 are advertising agen-

Private Lid; Karan Dards
of Lokmat Media; and Gir-
ish Agarwal of DB Corp

Led.
The advertiser repre-

sentatives are nesh
Bajaj, ITC Ltd.; uddha
Haldar, TVS Motor Compa
ny Lad.; S| nk Sri-
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Iconic double-decker
buses of Mumbiai retire
after 8 decades of service

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAI

“Everyone take the old-
style ticket. Today is this
bus’s last day. Make your
travel memorable,” said
conductor Gopal Sukte as
he handed out vintage tick-
ets to the passengers on
the upper deck of the icon-
ic red double-decker bus
after it started from Seepz
bus deport in Mumbai on
Friday.

His colleague, Santosh
Sawant, responsible for is-
suing tickets on the lower
deck, sat idle as commu-
ters and enthusiasts
flocked to the upper deck
for a glimpse of Mumbai’s
skyline and to make their
journey memorable.

After 86 years of serving
various routes across ‘Max-
imum City’, these non-air-
conditioned double-deck-
er buses bid adieu to daily
commuters and tourists on
Friday night as the Brihan-
mumbai Electricity Supply
and Transport (BEST)
authorities have decided to

phase out the diesel-run
buses as part of moderni-
sation and operational
cost-cutting measures.

Introduced in 1937, the
double-decker buses be-
came synonymous with
the city itself, etching
themselves into the collec-
tive memory of its resi-
dents and tourists, apart
from being featured in In-
dian and Hollywood mo-
vies.

BEST started replacing
these iconic buses with
leased battery-run red and
black double-decker buses

Last ride: The red non-AC double-decker buses are being replaced
by battery-run vehicles. PTI

and so far, about 25 such
buses have been
introduced.

“People have fond me-
mories of this bus. They
boarded it whether they
were happy or sad. It had
space for everyone. I love
sitting on the upper deck,
feeling the breeze and en-
joying the view. The go-
vernment should reconsid-
er its decision to phase out
the Symbol of Mumbai,”
said Gajanan Khambadi,
71, who had been travelling
in these buses for the past
six decades.




Srinivasan K. Swamy elected
Chairman of Audit Bureau
of Circulations for 2023-24

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Srinivasan K. Swamy, Exec-
utive Chairman of R.K.
Swamy Hansa Group, has
been unanimously elected
Chairman of the Audit Bu-
reau of Circulations (ABC)
for 2023-2024.

Mr. Swamy currently
serves as Chairman of the
Asian Federation of Adver-
tising Associations. He was
earlier President/Chair-
man of the International
Advertising  Association
(IAA), IAA India Chapter,
Confederation of Asian Ad-
vertising Agency Associa-
tions, Advertising Agencies
Association of India, Ad-
vertising Standards Coun-
cil of India, All India Man-
agement Association,
Madras Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry and Ma-
dras Management Associa-
tion.

Riyad Mathew, Chief As-
sociate Editor and Director
of Malayala Manorama,
representing  publisher
members on the council,
has been unanimously

Srinivasan K. Swamy

elected Deputy Chairman
of the Bureau for 2023-
2024.

Mohit Jain, Executive Di-
rector of Bennett, Coleman
& Co. Ltd., representing
publisher members on the
council, was unanimously
elected Secretary of the
Bureau. Vikram Sakhuja,
Partner & Group CEO Me-
dia & OOH of Madison
Communications Private
Ltd., representing advertis-
ing agencies’ members on
the council, was unani-
mously re-elected Treasur-
er of the Bureau.

Among the members on
the Bureau’s Council of
Management for 2023-
2024 are advertising agen-

cies’ representatives: Srini-
vasan K. Swamy, R.K. Swa-
my Ltd. (Chairman);
Vikram Sakhuja, Madison
Communications (Treasur-
er); Prasanth Kumar,
Group M Media India Priv-
ate Ltd.; and Vaishali Ver-
ma, Initiative Media (India)
Private Ltd.

Publishers representa-
tives include Riyad Mathew
of Malayala Manorama
(Deputy Chairman); Pratap
G. Pawar of Sakal Papers;
Shailesh Gupta of Jagran
Prakashan; Praveen So-
meshwar of HT Media; Mo-
hit Jain of Bennett, Cole-
man & Co. Ltd. (Secretary);
Dhruba Mukherjee of ABP
Private Ltd.; Karan Darda
of Lokmat Media; and Gir-
ish Agarwal of DB Corp
Ltd.

The advertiser repre-
sentatives are Karunesh
Bajaj, ITC Ltd.; Aniruddha
Haldar, TVS Motor Compa-
ny Ltd.; and Shashank Sri-
vastava, Maruti Suzuki In-
dia Ltd. Hormuzd Masani
is the Secretary General,
according to an ABC re-
lease.



* The Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) of India is a non-
profit circulation-auditing organisation. It certifies and audits the
circulations of major publications, including newspapers and
magazines in India



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-profit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-profit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India

Audit Bureau of Circulations (India)

@ Audit Bureau of Circulations

Type Private
Founded 1948
Headquarters Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
Key people Devendra Darda
(Chairman)

Karunesh Bajaj
(Deputy Chairman)
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Manipur HC’s long wait for a
CJ leads to logjam in Delhi HC
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Sources said that as per con-

wention, 3 jud;
orders.

e Delhi High Court is the
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Ties with mother ‘complex’ but Kuno’s

only cheetah cub has many guardians
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HER'S LOVE muay be elusive.
bt Kuno's only cheetah cub has
the entire wildlife department
doting on it

“The cub and his mother Jwala (in the backdrop)

S0 since the female cub is being
“neglected™ by its mother.
Namibian cheetah Jwala. who
doesn’t answer o &5 cries.

“W\e are weorking towasds en—
suring the survival of the cub. |
Sanw iT 15 days ago: it is bealthy
and eating well. We expect to
Shaftitwo a and
in a year's tisme. it |n.|y ean s

sep-
arated from its mother. it will
cake time. We have experience
weith tiger cubs learming to hunt
ix Own WiKhn [WO years,
Cheetah Steering Committee
head Dr Rajesh Gopal told
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Govt launches
one-stop portal
to host data

on agriculture

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 15

THE CENTRE on Friday launched
the Unified Portal for
Agricultural Statistics (UPAg),an
online platform for manage-
ment of agricultural data.

The UPAg, developed by the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers' Welfare (DA & FW), was
launched by NITI Aayog member
Ramesh Chand. He described it
as an investment and a “giant
step” in the realm of agriculture
data management.

Agriculture Secretary Manoj
Ahuja said that the UPAg Portal
was being envisaged as a public
good wherein users will benefit
by reduced search costs and fric-
tions and access to credible,
granular and objective data. He
also highlighted the other initia-
tives currently being under-
taken by the ministry like Krishi
Decision Support System,
farmer registry, and crop survey.

The platform is designed to
generate crop estimates and in-
tegrate with other systems gen-
erating agriculture statistics such
as price, trade, procurement,
stock, said an official. The
Agriculture Ministry said the
UPAg portal will address various
challenges including lack of stan-
dardised data, dispersed data etc.
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* With a total capacity of holding 11,000 delegates, it comprises 15
convention rooms including the main auditorium, the grand ballroom
and 13 meeting rooms.

* The convention centre’s campus has received Green Cities Platinum
certification from Cll’s Indian Green Building Council.
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* The Prize can be shared by up to three individuals, or in the case
of the peace prize, it can also be awarded to an organization.

* Nobel Prize cannot be awarded posthumously. However, since
1974, if the recipient dies after the prize has been announced

they can still be awarded it.

* In his will, Alfred Nobel laid out who he wanted to be
responsible for the selection of the Nobel laureates. The prizes
were to be awarded by Swedish institutions — apart from the
peace prize, whose award was to be decided by a committee of
five persons elected by the Norwegian Parliament.



It’s not possible to revoke a Nobel medal as it is mentioned in Alfred
Nobel’s will or in the statutes of the Nobel Foundation.

In order to become a Nobel Prize laureate, you must first be nominated
for a prize by an eligible nominator. Self-nomination is not allowed.

Except for the Nobel Peace Prize, the nomination is by invitation only and
nominators must fulfill the criteria set out by the awarding institutions.




Malala Yousafzai is the youngest Nobel Laureate who got the Peace
Prize in 2014 at the age of just 17 years.

John B. Goodenough is the oldest recipient of this prize in
Chemistry 2019 at the age of 97 years.

Marie Curie is the only woman who has been honored twice, with
the 1903 Nobel Prize in Physics and the 1911 Prize in Chemistry.




» The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences for the Nobel Prize in
Physics and Chemistry

 Karolinska Institutet for the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine
* The Swedish Academy for the Nobel Prize in Literature

« A Committee of five persons to be elected by the Norwegian
Parliament (Storting) for the Nobel Peace Prize.

* In 1968, the Sveriges Riksbank established the Sveriges Riksbank
Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel.




Nobel prize winners 2022

Physiology or medicine: Dr. Svante Paabo, a Swedish geneticist, won for
his discoveries concerning the genomes of extinct hominins and human

evolution.

Physics: Shared by three men, Alain Aspect, John F. Clauser, and Anton
Zeilinger, for their work in quantum technology.




* Chemistry: Carolyn R. Bertozzi Morten Meldal and K. Barry
Sharplessn for the development of click chemistry and bio-
orthogonal chemistry.

e Literature: Annie Ernaux, a French novelist

 Peace: Ales Bialiatski, a jailed Belarusian activist; Memorial, a
Russian organization; and the Center for Civil Liberties in
Ukraine.



RBI| to Discontinue |-CRR



* Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that it would
discontinue the Incremental Cash Reserve Ratio (I-CRR) in a phased
manner.

* The central bank will release the amount that banks have maintained
under I-CRR in stages.



How Will the RBI Implement Discontinuation of I-CRR?

The discontinuation of the I-CRR will be implemented in stages to
ensure a smooth transition and prevent sudden shocks to the

system's liquidity.

* In the first and second stages of the I-CRR reversal, 25 % of each of the Banks’
impounded funds will be released. The remaining 50% of the balance will be

released in the third stage.



Background:

On 10th August 2023, following the announcement of the monetary policy and the demonetization

of Rs 2000 notes, the RBI declared that banks would be required to maintain an Incremental Cash
Reserve Ratio (I-CRR) of 10% on the increase in their Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL).

NDTL is the difference between the sum of demand and time liabilities (deposits) of a bank (with
the public or the other bank) and the deposits in the form of assets held by the other banks.




Purpose of Introducing I-CRR:

The RBI introduced the I-CRR as a temporary measure to
manage excess Liquidity in the banking system.

A\

Several factors contributed to the Surplus Liquidity,
including the demonetisation of Rs 2,000 banknotes.

1' .



 Impact of I-CRR on Liquidity Conditions:

 The I-CRR measure would absorb over Rs 1 lakh crore of excess
liquidity from the banking system.

« As aresult of the I-CRR mandate, the banking system's liquidity
temporarily turned into a deficit on 21st August 2023, exacerbated
by outflows related to Goods and Services Tax (GST) and central bank
intervention to stabilize the rupee.

« However, liquidity conditions returned to Liquidity from the system.



 When the Reserve Bank of India announces an increase of the
Cash Reserve Ratio, what does it mean? (2010)

* (@) The commercial banks will have less money to lend

* (b) The Reserve Bank of India will have less money to lend
* (¢) The Union Government will have less money to lend

¢ (d) The commercial banks will have more money to lend
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- Scientific N ame:
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« Consider the following: (2012)
1.Black-necked crane

2.Cheetah

3.Flying squirrel

4.Snow leopard

« Which of the above are naturally found in India?

* (@) 1,2 and 3 only
\ (b) 1,3 and 4 only
(c) 2 and 4 only

(Q1,2,3and4
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* It consists of two contiguous human-made reservoirs -

« "Upper Lake" - created in the 11th century by construction of an earthen dam
across the Kolans River.

« “Lower Lake" - constructed ~200 years ago, largely from leakage from the
Upper lake. It is surrounded by the city of Bhopal.






Largest Ramsar Sites in India

Ramsar Site State Area (km?
Sundarban Wetland West Bengal 4230
Vembanad-Kol Wetland Kerala 1512.5
Chilika Lake Odisha 1165
Satkosia Gorge Odisha 981.97

Kolleru Lake Andhra Pradesh 901



Smallest Ramsar Sites in India

Renuka Lake Himachal Pradesh 0.2
Vembannur Wetland Complex  Tamil Nadu 0:2
Vedanthangal BS Tamil Nadu 0.4
Nanda Lake Goa 0.42
Udhayamarthandapuram BS Tamil Nadu 0.44

Oldest Ramsar Sites in India

Chilka Lake — 1981

Keoladeo Ghana NP - 1981



Muthulakshmi Reddy’s efforts to
abolish the Devadasi system



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/15/muthulakshmi-reddys-efforts-to-abolish-the-devadasi-system/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/15/muthulakshmi-reddys-efforts-to-abolish-the-devadasi-system/

MUTHULAKSHMI REDDY

“Constantly breaking barriers throughout
_her life,Reddy was a trailblazer, who devoted
herself to public health and the ’
battle against gender inequality,
transforming the lives of countless people,
especially young girls,"

Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy earlier proposed
the Devahasi Abolition Bill to the

adras Legislative Council in 1930,

ich wa§ later enacted on 9 October 1947
after independence in Madras Presidency.

£\
'&7

Dravidian Professionals Forum

FROPENIONULS PO MOCIAL ANTCY



* The Devadasi system was a traditional practice in India where young
girls were dedicated or married to deities or temples. However, over
time, it degenerated into a system where some Devadasis
were forced into a life of prostitution.

* Muthulakshmi Reddy was a prominent figure in the Madras
presidency and had achieved several milestones in her career,
including being the first Indian woman medical graduate in Madras
in 1912 and holding various legislative positions.



* The Trigger for Her Campaign: Her campaign against the Devadasi
system began in 1927 after she received a poignant letter from a 13-
year-old girl, Shanpakvalli. Shanpakvalli came from a family of
Devadasis and wanted to avoid her fate as Devadasi.

* Influential Women and Movements: Muthulakshmi was influenced
by her mother, who was also from the Devadasi community and had
revolted against the system.



* Empowering Women: Muthulakshmi advocated for education as a
means to liberate women from the system and proposed granting
lands to those women entitled to economic benefits from the
temples.

* Despite opposition, including within the Congress party,
Muthulakshmi persisted. The Devadasi system was eventually
abolished in 1947 by the Madras Legislative Assembly.



* Her Legacy: Muthulakshmi Reddy’s campaign against the Devadasi
system remains an enduring and inspiring example of social reform.



Divya Kala Mela




* A 10 day Divya Kala Mela will be
organized in Varanasi.

 About

* Divya Kala Mela is an initiative of
the Department of Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities
(DEPwD) towards economic
empowerment of PwD/Divyangjan.

* |t will showcase the products and
craftsmanship of Divyang (PwD)
entrepreneurs/ artisans from across
the country.




So far six Divya Kala Mela have been organized in Delhi (2022 ), Mumbai
(2023), Bhopal (2023), Guwahati ( 2023), Indore ( 2023), Jaipur (2023)
and Varanasi is the seventh one in the series.

Product category: Home Décor & Lifestyle, Clothing, Stationery and eco-

friendly products, packaged food and organic products, Toys & Gifts, Personal
Accessories — Jewellery, Clutch Bags.

Significance: It will be an opportunity for all to go ‘vocal for local’. Also
products made by Divyang craftsmen with their extra determination can be
seen/purchased.




'y Boundaries



* The world has breached six of the nine planetary
boundaries'necessary to maintain Earth’s stability and resilience,
according to a new study.



 What are Planetary Boundaries?

* In 2009, 28/internationally renowned researchers identified and
guantified a set of nine planetary boundaries within which humanity
can continue to develop and feel good in the future.

* |f we cross these limits, abrupt or irreversible environmental changes can
occur with serious consequences for humankind.



* The nine planetary boundaries identified are:Climate change

* Change in biosphere integrity (biodiversity loss and species
extinction)

* Stratospheric ozone depletion
* Ocean acidification
* Biogeochemical flows (phosphorus and nitrogen cycles)



* Land-system change (for example deforestation)
* Freshwater use

» Atmospheric aerosol loading (microscopic particles in the atmosphere
that affect climate and living organisms)

* Introduction of novel entities



Climate change

Biosphere
gy Genetic
diversity

Novel entities

Functional
diversity

Land system Stratospheric
change ozone depletion
Atmospheric aerosol
Fm‘l:;ater loading

Phosphorus
Ocean

Biogeochemical Nitrogen acidification
flows






* Recently, police in various states have opened investigations against a
large number of people for allegedly spreading misinformation and
fake news

 About Fake News (Yellow Journalism)

* Meaning: Fake news, broadly termed as false news or misinformation
that is created or spread with the deliberate intent of causing harm;
in the case of misinformation, the element of intent is thought to be
absent.



e Commercially driven sensational content

e Nation-state sponsored misinformation
e Highly partisan news site

e Social media itself

e Satire or parody



* Legal remedies to tackle Fake News

* Indian Broadcast Foundation (IBF)

* The Press Council of India

* |PC Sections 153A and 295

* Broadcasting Content Complaint Council (BCCC)
e Defamation Suit

* The Information Technology (IT) Act

* Contempt of Court laws

* Constitution
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We discovered that Twitter user @xTripti was the creator of the viral video with the anti-India slogans, who
has now deleted their account. However, before the deletion, they clarified in several tweets that the video

has been edited. Here, here and here are archives of those tweets.
Tripti / ?'[faf
@xTripti
Hello Guys,

wo video edited hai koi news se audio add kiya hai, bas aise hi majje
majje mein.

na to koi hate failana maksad tha na kuch aur
Impressions ka chakkar Babu bhaiya (hidden)*

Agar kisi ke bhawnao ki aahat pahunci ho or dukh hua ho to uske liye

Sorry! A

5:11 PM - Sep 4, 2023 - 456 Views



Afghan-Pakistan
Torkham Borcder




* Afghan-Pakistan Torkham border clashes intensify as Taliban builds a
border post on Pakistan soil.

 About Torkham Crossing

* The Torkham Crossing, a critical border point connecting Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

e Torkham Crossing is a crucial border crossing that links Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Its strategic location makes it a vital entry point for trade and
connectivity between the two nations.
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Durand Line

It is an important international boundary line between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

The Durand Line was drawn up by Sir Henry Mortimer Durand, a British diplomat, to
safeguard the interests of the British Empire from Tsarist Russia.

The single-page Durand Line Agreement was signed by the King of Afghanistan, Amir
Abdur Rahman, in November 1893.

The line was drawn up to ensure that strategic regions such as the Khyber Pass
remained on the side of the British Empire.
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