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• India trade balance for 2022 was $-151.46B, a 82.18% 
increase from 2021.

• India trade balance for 2021 was $-83.13B, a 690.53% 
increase from 2020.

• India trade balance for 2020 was $-10.52B, a 85.61% 
decline from 2019.

• India trade balance for 2019 was $-73.07B, a 28.13% 
decline from 2018.

















The Enforcement Directorate focuses on 
investigating and prosecuting cases related to 

money laundering, foreign exchange 
violations, and economic offenses. 

Its primary objective is to curb the generation 
and circulation of black money and to ensure 
compliance with the laws concerning foreign 

exchange and prevention of money 
laundering.



• However, the enforcement directorate has been discredited as one of the major Indian 
agencies that misuses powers against activists, scholars, and political rivals with a 0.5% 
conviction rate since its inception



• In July 2022, according to data shared by the union government in 
Parliament, only 23 people have been convicted in 5,422 cases 
registered under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) 
in the 17 years after the law was passed, which is a conviction rate 
of less than 0.5%. Where as the national conviction rate in India 
for offences of the Indian Penal Code is 57.0% in 2021



The prime objective of the Enforcement Directorate is the enforcement of two 
key Acts of the Government of India namely, 

the Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) and 

the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA), 

and The Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018 (FEOA).



Recruitment:

Recruitment of the officers is done directly and by 
drawing officers from other investigation agencies.
• It comprises officers of IRS (Indian Revenue Services), IPS (Indian 

Police Services) and IAS (Indian Administrative Services) such 
as Income Tax officer, Excise officer, Customs officer, and police.









• The Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) of India is a non-
profit circulation-auditing organisation. It certifies and audits the 
circulations of major publications, including newspapers and 
magazines in India

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-profit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-profit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
















• With a total capacity of holding 11,000 delegates, it comprises 15 
convention rooms including the main auditorium, the grand ballroom 
and 13 meeting rooms.

• The convention centre’s campus has received Green Cities Platinum 
certification from CII’s Indian Green Building Council.





• The Prize can be shared by up to three individuals, or in the case 
of the peace prize, it can also be awarded to an organization.

• Nobel Prize cannot be awarded posthumously. However, since 
1974, if the recipient dies after the prize has been announced 
they can still be awarded it.

• In his will, Alfred Nobel laid out who he wanted to be 
responsible for the selection of the Nobel laureates. The prizes 
were to be awarded by Swedish institutions – apart from the 
peace prize, whose award was to be decided by a committee of 
five persons elected by the Norwegian Parliament.



It’s not possible to revoke a Nobel medal as it is mentioned in Alfred 
Nobel’s will or in the statutes of the Nobel Foundation.

In order to become a Nobel Prize laureate, you must first be nominated 
for a prize by an eligible nominator. Self-nomination is not allowed.

Except for the Nobel Peace Prize, the nomination is by invitation only and 
nominators must fulfill the criteria set out by the awarding institutions.



Malala Yousafzai is the youngest Nobel Laureate who got the Peace 
Prize in 2014 at the age of just 17 years.

John B. Goodenough is the oldest recipient of this prize in 
Chemistry 2019 at the age of 97 years.

Marie Curie is the only woman who has been honored twice, with 
the 1903 Nobel Prize in Physics and the 1911 Prize in Chemistry.



• The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences for the Nobel Prize in 
Physics and Chemistry
• Karolinska Institutet for the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine
• The Swedish Academy for the Nobel Prize in Literature
• A Committee of five persons to be elected by the Norwegian 

Parliament (Storting) for the Nobel Peace Prize.
• In 1968, the Sveriges Riksbank established the Sveriges Riksbank

Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel.



Nobel prize winners 2022

Physiology or medicine: Dr. Svante Pääbo, a Swedish geneticist, won for 
his discoveries concerning the genomes of extinct hominins and human 
evolution.

Physics: Shared by three men, Alain Aspect, John F. Clauser, and Anton 
Zeilinger, for their work in quantum technology.



• Chemistry: Carolyn R. Bertozzi Morten Meldal and K. Barry 
Sharplessn for the development of click chemistry and bio-
orthogonal chemistry.

• Literature: Annie Ernaux, a French novelist
• Peace: Ales Bialiatski, a jailed Belarusian activist; Memorial, a 

Russian organization; and the Center for Civil Liberties in 
Ukraine.



RBI to Discontinue I-CRR



• Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that it would 
discontinue the Incremental Cash Reserve Ratio (I-CRR) in a phased 
manner. 

• The central bank will release the amount that banks have maintained 
under I-CRR in stages.



How Will the RBI Implement Discontinuation of I-CRR?

The discontinuation of the I-CRR will be implemented in stages to 
ensure a smooth transition and prevent sudden shocks to the 
system's liquidity.

• In the first and second stages of the I-CRR reversal, 25 % of each of the Banks’ 
impounded funds will be released. The remaining 50% of the balance will be 
released in the third stage.



Background: 

On 10th August 2023, following the announcement of the monetary policy and the demonetization 
of Rs 2000 notes, the RBI declared that banks would be required to maintain an Incremental Cash 
Reserve Ratio (I-CRR) of 10% on the increase in their Net Demand and Time Liabilities (NDTL). 

NDTL is the difference between the sum of demand and time liabilities (deposits) of a bank (with 
the public or the other bank) and the deposits in the form of assets held by the other banks.



Purpose of Introducing I-CRR: 

The RBI introduced the I-CRR as a temporary measure to 
manage excess Liquidity in the banking system. 

Several factors contributed to the Surplus Liquidity, 
including the demonetisation of Rs 2,000 banknotes.



• Impact of I-CRR on Liquidity Conditions:
• The I-CRR measure would absorb over Rs 1 lakh crore of excess 

liquidity from the banking system.
• As a result of the I-CRR mandate, the banking system's liquidity 

temporarily turned into a deficit on 21st August 2023, exacerbated 
by outflows related to Goods and Services Tax (GST) and central bank 
intervention to stabilize the rupee.

• However, liquidity conditions returned to Liquidity from the system.
•



• When the Reserve Bank of India announces an increase of the 
Cash Reserve Ratio, what does it mean? (2010)

• (a) The commercial banks will have less money to lend
• (b) The Reserve Bank of India will have less money to lend
• (c) The Union Government will have less money to lend
• (d) The commercial banks will have more money to lend



Leopard 
Sterilisatio

n



• Recently, the Maharashtra Government has decided to sterilize 
Leopards for the sustainable management of population for leopards 
in the State. Gujarat's forest department has also proposed 
sterilisation of leopards, especially in and around Gir National Park.



• Need:
• In 2019-20 alone, Maharashtra saw 58 human deaths due to 

leopards—over half the 97 casualties in 2010-18.
• Maharashtra has decided to sterilize leopards as a response to the 

increasing leopard-human conflicts, rising leopard population, and the 
need to protect both leopards and human communities.

• The proposed sterilisation program aims to address these challenges 
while complying with environmental conservation laws and 
regulations.

•



• Scientific Name: Panthera pardus
• About:
• The leopard is the smallest of the Big Cats (Of genus Panthera namely 

the Tiger, Lion, Jaguar, Leopard, and Snow Leopard), and known for 
its ability to adapt in a variety of habitats.

• A nocturnal animal, the leopard hunts by night.
• It feeds on smaller species of herbivores found in its range, such as 

the chital, hog deer and wild boar.



• Habitat:
• It occurs in a wide range in sub-Saharan Africa, in small parts of 

Western and Central Asia, on the Indian subcontinent to Southeast and 
East Asia.
• The Indian leopard (Panthera pardus fusca) is a leopard widely distributed on the 

Indian subcontinent.



• The 2014 estimates placed the population of leopards at nearly 8,000 which has 
increased to 12,852.

• The largest number of leopards have been estimated in Madhya 
Pradesh (3,421) followed by Karnataka (1,783) and Maharashtra 
(1,690).

•



• Conservation Status:
•  IUCN Red List: Vulnerable 
• CITES: Appendix-I 
• Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule-I



• Consider the following: (2012)
1.Black-necked crane
2.Cheetah
3.Flying squirrel
4.Snow leopard
• Which of the above are naturally found in India?
• (a) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4



Bhoj Wetland



The Bhoj Wetland, also known as Bhopal Lake is 
a designated Ramsar site and hence, a wetland of 

international importance (Ramsar Convention 
1971).

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) recently 
ordered the MP state govt to stop the operation of 

cruise vessels as well as other motor-propelled 
boats in the Bhoj wetland on account of the drastic 

damage being done to water bodies.



• It consists of two contiguous human-made reservoirs -
• "Upper Lake" - created in the 11th century by construction of an earthen dam 

across the Kolans River.
• “Lower Lake” - constructed ~200 years ago, largely from leakage from the 

Upper lake. It is surrounded by the city of Bhopal.
•









Muthulakshmi Reddy’s efforts to 
abolish the Devadasi system

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/15/muthulakshmi-reddys-efforts-to-abolish-the-devadasi-system/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/15/muthulakshmi-reddys-efforts-to-abolish-the-devadasi-system/




• The Devadasi system was a traditional practice in India where young 
girls were dedicated or married to deities or temples. However, over 
time, it degenerated into a system where some Devadasis 
were forced into a life of prostitution.

•
• Muthulakshmi Reddy was a prominent figure in the Madras 

presidency and had achieved several milestones in her career, 
including being the first Indian woman medical graduate in Madras 
in 1912 and holding various legislative positions.



• The Trigger for Her Campaign: Her campaign against the Devadasi 
system began in 1927 after she received a poignant letter from a 13-
year-old girl, Shanpakvalli. Shanpakvalli came from a family of 
Devadasis and wanted to avoid her fate as Devadasi.

•
• Influential Women and Movements: Muthulakshmi was influenced 

by her mother, who was also from the Devadasi community and had 
revolted against the system.

•



• Empowering Women: Muthulakshmi advocated for education as a 
means to liberate women from the system and proposed granting 
lands to those women entitled to economic benefits from the 
temples.

•
• Despite opposition, including within the Congress party, 

Muthulakshmi persisted. The Devadasi system was eventually 
abolished in 1947 by the Madras Legislative Assembly.



•
• Her Legacy: Muthulakshmi Reddy’s campaign against the Devadasi 

system remains an enduring and inspiring example of social reform.



Divya Kala Mela



• A 10 day Divya Kala Mela will be 
organized in Varanasi.
• About
• Divya Kala Mela is an initiative of 

the Department of Empowerment 
of Persons with Disabilities 
(DEPwD) towards economic 
empowerment of PwD/Divyangjan.
• It will showcase the products and 

craftsmanship of Divyang (PwD) 
entrepreneurs/ artisans from across 
the country.



So far six Divya Kala Mela have been organized in Delhi (2022 ), Mumbai 
(2023), Bhopal (2023), Guwahati ( 2023), Indore ( 2023), Jaipur (2023) 
and Varanasi is the seventh one in the series.

Product category: Home Décor & Lifestyle, Clothing, Stationery and eco-
friendly products, packaged food and organic products, Toys & Gifts, Personal 
Accessories – Jewellery, Clutch Bags.

Significance: It will be an opportunity for all to go ‘vocal for local’. Also
products made by Divyang craftsmen with their extra determination can be 
seen/purchased.



Planetary Boundaries



• The world has breached six of the nine planetary 
boundaries necessary to maintain Earth’s stability and resilience, 
according to a new study.

•



• What are Planetary Boundaries?
• In 2009, 28 internationally renowned researchers identified and 

quantified a set of nine planetary boundaries within which humanity 
can continue to develop and feel good in the future.
• If we cross these limits, abrupt or irreversible environmental changes can 

occur with serious consequences for humankind.



• The nine planetary boundaries identified are:Climate change
• Change in biosphere integrity (biodiversity loss and species 

extinction)
• Stratospheric ozone depletion
• Ocean acidification
• Biogeochemical flows (phosphorus and nitrogen cycles)
•



• Land-system change (for example deforestation)
• Freshwater use
• Atmospheric aerosol loading (microscopic particles in the atmosphere 

that affect climate and living organisms)
• Introduction of novel entities





Fake News and Misinformation



• Recently, police in various states have opened investigations against a 
large number of people for allegedly spreading misinformation and 
fake news

• About Fake News (Yellow Journalism)
• Meaning: Fake news, broadly termed as false news or misinformation 

that is created or spread with the deliberate intent of causing harm; 
in the case of misinformation, the element of intent is thought to be 
absent.



Fake news can be propagated through any media: print, electronic 
and social.

Fake news can be related to anything –

• Commercially driven sensational content
• Nation-state sponsored misinformation
• Highly partisan news site
• Social media itself
• Satire or parody



• Legal remedies to tackle Fake News
• Indian Broadcast Foundation (IBF)
• The Press Council of India
• IPC Sections 153A and 295
• Broadcasting Content Complaint Council (BCCC)
• Defamation Suit
• The Information Technology (IT) Act
• Contempt of Court laws
• Constitution









• Afghan-Pakistan Torkham border clashes intensify as Taliban builds a 
border post on Pakistan soil.
• About Torkham Crossing
• The Torkham Crossing, a critical border point connecting Pakistan and 

Afghanistan.
• Torkham Crossing is a crucial border crossing that links Pakistan and 

Afghanistan. Its strategic location makes it a vital entry point for trade and 
connectivity between the two nations.
•





• Durand Line

• It is an important international boundary line between Pakistan and Afghanistan.

• The Durand Line was drawn up by Sir Henry Mortimer Durand, a British diplomat, to 
safeguard the interests of the British Empire from Tsarist Russia.

• The single-page Durand Line Agreement was signed by the King of Afghanistan, Amir 
Abdur Rahman, in November 1893.

• The line was drawn up to ensure that strategic regions such as the Khyber Pass 
remained on the side of the British Empire.













Thank you 
guys.


