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the 200 seats for the Assembly
BalLThe AP dectared &1
candicates in its second b
Tretding forrmer CM Vasandhars
Raje from Jhalrapatan. 3 Page 8

Lok Sabha MP’s
login ID used
in Dubai: Dubey

NEW DELII
BUP MP Nishikant Dubey,
without naming Trinamoot
Congress MP Mahua Moits
<31 on Saturday that an MPs
Sogin 1D for the Lok Sabha was
opened from Dubas while the
Iarmsker was in Inia. » Page

Nitish clears the
air on teaming up
with BJP again

PATNA
Rubbishing clasims that he
would team up with the BIP
again, Bihar CM Nitish Kumar
expressed his dissppontment
st vy S R it
kbl a3

o6 the party. ® Pega's
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Gaganyaan test
ight successful

Hemanth CS,
SRIHARIKOTA

he Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) has successful-
Iy completed its first test flight to
demonstrate a crew escape sys-
tem for the Gaganyaan mission that aims at

0b: rand
o lmnporanly del aying e Tanneh just
five seconds by scheduled lift-off on Sa-

y in the system.
T Mission 1 (TV-D1)

lemonstrate Ty
carry the crew module out of the vehicle in
case of emergencies.

Delay be:
Though o oheduled to it off at 8 am.
on Saturday, it was rescheduled for 8.30
a.m.. when the mission director initiated
the automatic Laus nce, with the
lift-off
wever, just five se
launch was put on hold as

n rescheduled for 8.45 am.
conds before Hftoff, e
the engine igni-

the nominal course. What has happened is
the onboard computer, which is doing the
function, has withheld the launch in view
of the anomaly observed,” ISRO chairman
S. Somanath said.

ISRO scientists and engineers at Srihari-
kota quickly corrected all anomalies and
sprang back to launch the TV-DI at 10 a.m.

After the test vehicle lifted off from the
first Launch pad of the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, it ticked off all the boxes for ISRO to
declare that the TV-DI test flight had been
accomplished, and the crew escape system

The test fight of Gaganyaan B#ts off from the
i Space € =

(CES) had performed as intended.
The Indian Navy then recovered the

le after it touched down
b

manned Gaganyaan vehi
e Place i the baginning of 202

cowTinuED ON
» PAGE 7

Integrate
caste census
with decadal
census: Stalin

THENNAL
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin has written t

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, requesting his inter-

In his letter, Mr. Stalin
said Bihar had ted a
caste-based survey and a
few more States had an-

spec
initizetves and thelf data
outcomes were useful in
providing insights o
ciety and its needs, they
lacked the advantage of na-
tionwide comparability of
inputs and processes.

The CM said these initia-
tives lacked “the statutory
stamp without a L

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif re-
turned home on Saturday.
ending four years of self-
imposed exile in London
as he seeks to win the sup-
port of voters in the gener-
al election due in January.
leader

2 Shari ng a tegal
Gocurmant after hia arrbeal ot the alamabad airport on Saturday. AFP

Sharif returns to Pak.
ahead of 2024 poll

life from holding public of-
6y

his family's
ana-

jail term, Khai
Sharif to travel abroad for
he com-

backing for such data col-
lection™ since the census,
as a subject, was in the Un-
ion list of the Constitution.
“Hence, we are of the
considered view that only

national level could pro-
rehensive and

rehahle data on the caste
of society and

Jt3 refiection on the socio-

economic indicators™.

of the Ponistan. Mus
Langia timmns: (PAAL! \) 5o
expected face tough
compenuon from the Pa-
Tehreek-e-Insaaf,
the party of his main rival
and former Prime Minister,
Imran 5 is now in
jail for corruption.
Speaking to supporters
in Lahore later, Sharif said
he wished to put the coun-
try on the path of growth.
maintain  good relations
with neighbours, and find
solutions to issues, includ-
Kashmir.

Sharif stepped down as
Prime Minister in 2017 af-
ter he was disqualified for

d of chest pain.
Sharif later prolonged

his ndon. In
2020, an anti-graft court in
isl ued a war-

PML-N gave
er a warm welcos

comTmuED ON
» PAGE

STATES » PAGE &

India-Canada spat aggravates
visa woes for Indian travellers
NEWS » PAGE 5

o .

Why did the Supreme Court
not allow same-sex marriage?

FAQ » PAGE 12

India takes on New Zealand
in top of the table clash
SPORT » PAGE 15

nce France Presse
RAFAH

The first aid trucks arrived
in the war-torn Gaza Serip
from Egypt day,
amanicarian re-
the Hamas-con-

which is responsible for
delivering aid from various
eh

from Egypt into Gaza. The
crossing — the only one in-

to Gaza not controlled by
Israel — closed again after

iy been waiting
days on the Egyptian side
1 agreed to allow

aid to enter following the
United States’ request.
UN humanitarian

last” and that the delivery

would start “a sustainable

effort to provide essential
supplies” to Gaza.

conTINUED oN
» PAGE 7

Pecpie on the Eg:
carrying humanitarian aid crosses to the Gaza Strip on Saturday

travel to a standstill. He
decided to return to his

permit. In july, his original
employer St b i

job back. “1 had to swallow
my pride and return,” he

says. He still wants to be in
India, where the aviation
industry

docsde, 2 s times the

lnd.\an iloes morking
for carrier;
umy world ke 1o be
gloser home, despite a
higher salary and perks
abroad. They remember
the discrimination they
faced because of their
foreign nationality, in the

The Indian aviation incustry
is expanding at almost 1066
over the past decade. 455

aftermath of COVID-19. But
obtaining a new Indian
ence or renewing a
Lapsed one is “too
dreadful”. The paperwork
just to appear for the
Directorate General of

Civil Aviseion
exams

globally to consider

Trucks carrying aid enter Gaza from Egypt

of the Ratan bnrdcv ¢ crossing watch a3 a convoy of lorries

A dreadful return flight for Indian pilots overseas

Many pilots who had lost their jobs abroad during COVID-19 and were looking to return have found that obtaining a new
Indian licence or renewing a lapsed one could take several months; they rue paperwork affecting potential opportunities

estimated that India will
need 31,000 pilots in the
mext 20 years, or nearly

When Mr. M w
arrived in India in
S 2020, he

get his Class 10 and 12
‘markshe:

ets ve
the Kerala Board of Public
Examination to be eligible
for a “computer number~
o appear for the exams.

conTINuED OM
»PAGE T

NGT pulls up
Punjab, Delhi
over bad air;
violation of
GRAP norms

NEW DELHI
The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has issued notic-

ing air_quality in the Na-
(lonal Capital n and

air pollution during winter.

‘aking cognisance
An NGT Bench, while tak-

4), were up by 63% com-

pared to the correspond-
ing per’ vear.

It noted that a smog

r in Delhi built for €

was lying unused e

seven months and experts

had termed the equipment
~a waste of money ™.

PLANS YET TO TAKE OFF
» PAGE 2
Areree
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rrom rage one  akiuily’s Project Udbhav to tap
mdlgenous military knowledge

Gaganyaan test
flight successful

21 am very happy to announce the successful ac-
-D1

test icle demonstration in which the
vent up to & Mach Tumber which is the speed of
sound, slightly above it, and initiated an abort
conauion for the CES w umction,” Mr. Somanath
said. ~The CES took the crew module away from
the vehicle, and subsequent operations of the
crew module sepmﬂon of the crew escape sys-
tem, all the parachute: ing and touch down
ac dhie sea a Fthe required v veaocuy has been very
accomplished and we have rmation of
brivahay s pien-Fai N i

Sharif returns to
Pak. ahead of election

He then flew to Lahore. where he addressed a
e rally at the sconic Minar-i- Paldstan. Speaking

nomic conditions and put it back on the path of

growth.
He noted that if Pakistan had been run on his
1990 economi . not a s person would
have been unemp and there would have
been no poverty. ~But today, the conditions are so
bad that one has to think if they can feed their
children or pay electricity bills.” he said. Iz this
ity you oustad ma? We wa Pakistan
RSian Tiger, we want to take Pakistan 16 G 20°

Kashmir finds mention in speech
“We need to begin a new journey. We need to de-

have to make a strong foreign policy and create
£00d relations with the world, even on Kashmir
solution,” he said.

‘Without naming India. he said: “We cannot
progress by fighting neighbours. We have to intro-

foreign policy, good re-
lations with our neighbours as without this the

as struggles with a
deepening political turmoil and one of its worst
economic crises.
. Last month, Sharif claimed that ihe connery's
1 Army chief Javed Bajwa and spy
ChiE Fais Haynoed orehestroted his ouster i 20T,
(With PTI inputs)

Trucks aid
enter Gaza from Egypt

UN chief Antonio Guterres warned Friday that the
aid was “the difference between life and death™
for many Gazans, more than one million of whom
have been displaced. “Much more™ aid needs to
be sent, he told a peace summit in

Reeling in pain
Israel’s military campaign against Hamas has le-

4,300 Pal X civ
the Hamas-run Health Ministry. are
massed on the Gaza border ahead of an expected
ground invasion -

As Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah al Sisl was hosting a peace sum-
mit in Calro on Ssturday sttended by regional and
leader:

Ha-
mas and Israel has called to restart long-frozen
peace talks.
ut diplomatic efforts to end the violence have
made Hthe headway, with Israel and its ene:
Hamas

groups.
In Caza, Iseach jets

The project aims at
wi »ps and

NEW DELHL

ious effort

n ambit
A for the integration
of India’s_-ancient

into

Minister Rajnath Singh on

Saturday. 2
The project’s objective

is to ancient
wisdom with contempor-
ary military practices, forg-
ing a e

approach o dar s mod

[
Indian Miitary Hertage Festiv:

Pl research, work-

with modern military

through inter ¥ research,
: it will also facilitate emergence of under-explored theories related (o strategic thinking

int

gacy: Rajnath Singh during the insuguration of the
in New Dethi on Saturday. 711

was earlier taken by the Ar-
; <

inary
shops and
n

security
Said L1 Gen. Tarun
Aich, Deputy Chief of the
Army Staff (Strategy), giv-
ing an overview.
“Strategic thinking”
Project Udbhav, a collabo
ration between the Ar
and United Service 1.
stitution of India (USD, a
defence services think
tank, was launched a ¢
first Indian Military Herit-
age Festival (IMHF) being
organised by the USL

It aims to in-

my
which after delving into

develop an understanding

Lt.Gen. Aich said that
ancient Indian knowledge
em rooted in a
5.000-year-old civilisation-

body of intel
w 's

CBI books
one person
for cheating
U.S. citizen

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELH)

The Central Bureau of In-

leged involvement in cyb-
er-enabled fraud, and
seized varlous cryptocur-
rencies valued at about
$930.000 (around 7.7
crore) from different cryp-
to-wallets.

The accused has been
identified as Ramavat
S| wi

personnel for further stu-
dies, which will create an

e rele-
vance of these findings in a
contemporary contexx, the

Reports and papers pre-
ed during various semi

nars, and pa-
nel discussions will serve
as a base for creating valua-
ble for wider

emergence of pr the ancient Indian treatises
under-explored thoughts  such as by
and theories related to Chanakya and Nitisara by
e- and the Ma-
craft and warfare, foster i the
r and of 75 strata-
contribute to enriching  gems-.
itary trai curricu- Similarly, the College of
id. Defence Manages

culminate in January next
year, with a publication, to

tegrate ancient wisdom
with modern military pe-

and
alise such

ment con-
Bucted a study to establish
1

dissemination and further

references.

The objective of the

IMHF is to acquaint future

thought leaders with the
of

hend thelr enduring con-

tizen ower phone, intro-
ducing himself as a repre-
sentative of the fraud
of a multina-

abilny in the n\odern day.

i this regard, the Depu-
13, Chief said works such as

prac.
tices such as internasional
cooperation pow-
er projection. “Similarly,
u Of Thirukiu.

ndian

culture and art
kg and thee will 5o
provide valuable inputs for
the project, he sasd.

Elaborating, he said an
¥ in this

dagogy through

v system
The primary deliverables
of Project Udbhav are to

sive ity with
special emphasis on India’s
strategic culture, military

forces tmani
Bharat (selfreliant Indiay,
according to the USIL.

ct in

el comapeiy Suil Silsaby

wallec
The victim ended
withdrawis SI130,000

The
appropriated by  the
accused. The CBI received
inputs from the FBIL.

188 policemen died in line of duty
over the past year, says Amit Shah

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

r the past vear, 188 pol-
feemen gied in lhe line of
dusy while e
tyand T and ocds i the

country, Home Minister
Amit Shah said on Satur-

Speaking on_the occa-
slon of Police Commemo.
ration Day. Shah paid
Tribue o 36,250 polic

n who had sacrificed
their lives for the country’s
urity  since

or regular day. Policemen
do not get a chance to cele-
brate festivals with their fa-

away
families on the country’s
long land border and pro-
tect the country

their bravery and sacrific-
es” the Minister

Solemn salute:

and ethnic violence had re-
65%

duced by from their
peak levels. due to the ef-
forts of the police.

Legal reform
The three criminal laws
that were introduced in
Parliament in August, will

compiletely change our cri-

dia, he said. Noting that
the Prime Minister had laid

cuws and family members of policemen paying tribute during the Police
Commemoration Day parade in Bhopal on Saturday. Au FASUQUY

emphasis on_ending s
pend of cases

the Interoperable Criminal
Justice System..

Ahead of election,
BJP supporter shot
dead in Chhattisgarh

RAIPUR

conspiracy.
The BJP has asked the
I-Jecdnn Commission to
nce of the pol-
ety provide secur-
ity to party workers in the
State. On sSaturday. BJP
leader Raman Singh, along
with Health Minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya. visited
the slain party worker's vil-
lage and met the

nesses had said there were
two or three assailants.
Providing an updz(e on

family. Mr. Singh said the
slain BJP worker had re-
ceived death threats over
setting up an idol of God-
dess amid Navaratri

1In a press statement, the
BJP said that the murder
took place when the vic-
tim, Birju Taram, was re-

intendent of Poliee Viek

Shukla said the initial

probe indicated involve-
n

Maoist

The BIP's national spo-

Resparson, Gewmew Biuis,

Raipur, at-

Ticked the B\aylel vern-

ment over the law and or-
der situation in the State.

bombing campaign, with the milary saying it hit

more than 100 Hamas targets overnight. Almost

half of Gaza's residents have been displaced, ac-
cording to the United Nations.

A ‘dreadful’ return
flight for Indian pilots

He appeared for two exams in November and De—
cember and cleared them. Next, instead of a
pearing for a radio telephony exam, he decided to o
seek a temporary conversson of his foreign Hi
Tor radio skills to an Indian one. But his foreign
e'rl'nll oo hpsed in March 2021. Before he res-
rocedure towards the end of 2022, he
e Bt e et 20 hours of flying at a school ov-
er three weeks. This cost him 28-9 lakh.

Not oaly is it easier for an Indian pilot to work
owverseas, in some it is also much easier for a
fomelgn pilot to work in India, pilots point out. Un-

r the Foreign Aircrew Temporary Authorisation
(FATA), the DGCA recognises the license and rat-
ings issued by any country that is a member of the

Aviation Or)

UN's International Civil T
pilots of foreign nationalities to work in In-
dia for three ths to a year. 10,000

ing to government data in Parliament in March.
<pe

DoPT asks senior officers to
promote and advertise nine
years of govt. achievements

NEW DELHL

ion government has

e departments o
nominate officers to act as
Rath Prabharis or special
officers, who_will be ex-
pected to advertise and
promote the achievements

asked to do such pre-poll
;political propaganda” for
g’v nment.

e officers, including
(hose from the Indian Ad-
m!nistrauve Service (1AS),
will showcase the achieve-

The officers,

the IAS, will promaote
the achicvements of
the government

ments of the government
up to the panchayat-level

will
run from November 20 to
25, 2024,

In the October 17 letter,

Farmers Welfare, said that
the Yatra was for ~dissemni-

nating information, aware-
ness and extending servic-

Panchayat
Teveir -in order to coordi-
nate for the

Ambedkar’s contributions
were not restricted to the
Constitution, says Pawar

MUMBAL

cution, monitoring of e

.

president Sharad Pawar

said that Dr. B.R. Ambed-

kars contributions were
the

Yatra, the vern-
ment has decided to de-
ploy Joi Ses, Di-
rectors, and Deputy

Secretaries as Rath Prab-

haris.”~ The Hindu has con-

firmed that the communi-
ation  wx

letx
was sent to the Principal
hief C;

Prreution aa the Tesder Tvad

£in and Its S
Mr. Pawar mentioned

<l of In-
come Tax, was

Congress _ leader
Khera on X.

ed
Pawan

blem of the Rupee: Its Ori-

that Dr. played
a role in the construction

of the Bhakra Nangal dam
and the ley
Corporation. both for wa-

only aware of his contribu-

on how to use water and
build its

ter and power
> ]



Army’s Project Udbhav to tap
indigenous military knowledge

The project aims at integrating ancient wisdom with modern military pedagogy through interdisciplinary research,

workshops and leadership seminars; it will also facilitate emergence of under-explored theories related to strategic thinking

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

n ambitious effort
A for the integration
of India’s “ancient

strategic acumen” into the
contemporary military do-
main and develop an “indi-
genous strategic vocabul-
ary”, rooted in India’s
“philosophy and culture”,
was launched under Pro-

develop an understanding
of ancient military system
and indigenous strategic
military culture through
the study of evolution of
Indian military system and
strategic thoughts; educat-
ing junior military leaders
and informing senior mili-
tary commanders and aca-
demia about the theories
concepts and teachings
available in classical texts;

Lt.Gen. Aich said that
ancient Indian knowledge
system was rooted in a
5,000-year-old civilisation-
al legacy, which has at-
tached great value to
knowledge, with a large
body of intellectual texts,
world’s largest collection
of manuscripts, thinkers
and schools in so many do-
mains of knowledge.

To begin with, it is es-



ary military practices, torg-
ing a unique and holistic
approach to address mod-
ern security challenges,
said Lt. Gen. Tarun Kumar
Aich, Deputy Chief of the
Army Staff (Strategy), giv-
ing an overview.

‘Strategic thinking’
Project Udbhav, a collabo-
ration between the Army
and the United Service In-
stitution of India (USI), a
defence services think
tank, was launched at the
first Indian Military Herit-
age Festival (IMHF) being
organised by the USL

“It aims to effectively in-
tegrate ancient wisdom
with modern military pe-
dagogy through interdisci-

plinary research, work-
shops and leadership
seminars... It will facilitate
emergence of previously
under-explored thoughts
and theories related to
strategic thinking, state-
craft and warfare, foster
deeper understanding and
contribute to enriching
military training curricu-
la,” Lt.Gen. Aich said.
“Going forward, a series
of events and workshops
will dwell on various facets
of our strategic culture and
culminate in January next
year, with a publication, to
document and institution-
alise such knowledge.”
Elaborating, he said an
initiative in this research

was earlier taken by the Ar-
my Training Command,
which after delving into
the ancient Indian treatises
such as Arthashastra by
Chanakya and Nitisara by
Kamandaki and the Ma-
habharata, compiled the
“compendium of 75 strata-
gems”.

Similarly, the College of
Defence Management con-
ducted a study to establish
linkages between Indian
culture and art of strategic
thinking and these will also
provide valuable inputs for
the project, he said.

Ancient military system
The primary deliverables
of Project Udbhav are to

vance ot these findings in a
contemporary context, the
Army said.

Reports and papers pre-
pared during various semi-
nars, workshops, and pa-
nel discussions will serve
as a base for creating valua-
ble publications for wider
dissemination and further
references.

The objective of the
IMHF is to acquaint future
thought leaders with the
dynamics of comprehen-
sive national security with
special emphasis on India’s
strategic culture, military
heritage, education, mo-
dernisation of security
forces and Atmanirbhar
Bharat (self-reliant India),
according to the USI.

ability in the modern day,
he said.

In this regard, the Depu-
ty Chief said works such as
Chanakya’s Arthashastra
underscored the impor-
tance of strategic alliances
and diplomacy, aligning
with modern military prac-
tices such as international
cooperation and soft pow-
er projection. “Similarly,
the wisdom of Thirukku-
ral, the classical Tamil text
authored by Thiruvalluvar,
the Tamil philosopher, ad-
vocates ethical conduct in
all endeavours, including
warfare. This aligns with
modern military codes of
ethics of just war and prin-
ciples of the Geneva
Convention.”



Haldiram's

According to the data by US Food and Drug Administration (FDA), more than half the snacks
that have been taken off the shelves in the last five months were of Indian make. The US FDA
recently reported that wafers, cookies and biscuits from one of India's biggest sweets and
snacks manufacturer contains poisonous and adulterated content. They said that the
products are "filthy, putrid or decomposed-otherwise unfit".

When questions were raised at the Indian food regulators for not keeping a proper check, a
vice President at Haldiram's explained the discrepancy. He said that food safety standards
differed from one country to another. It was in December last year that the FDA first
detected amounts of pesticide in the snacks imported from India. It has refused to import
Haldiram's snacks ever since.



Nawaz Sharif with brother
Maryam in Lahore Saturday

Nawaz
returns to
Pak after 4
yrs in exile
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FOUR YEARS after going into
ell- for-

IGNITION GLITCH DELAYS LAUNCH, NAVY COLLECTS CREW MODULE US UK back Canada on

Launch to splashdown, ISRO clears
key step to human space mission

Very happy that
team could detect
anomaly, rectify
so quick, says
ISRO chief

JOHNSONTA
BENGALURU,OCTOBER 21

SETTING THE stage for its

planned mission, Gaganyaan, to
take Indian astronauts info:
by 2024, the Indian Space

Research Organisation success-
fully carried out Saturday. after

mer Pakistan prime minister

Nawaz Shanf returned home on
a special flight Saturday as he
Iookxmlmnlspmylmolhe

ed in

a
crucial test of the crew escape

system.
The launch of the mission,
Fght Test Vehicle Abort! wmn

Jmmry and secure a record
Jfourth termas M.

(TV-D1),
dehyedauemwealbulxm
and a snag in the rocket’s igni-
the

eye
Seat of
Churn

In the changing landscape
of central Delhi lie stories of
regimes shaping the Capital
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by Delhi man,
in Nijjar investigation =~ "¥ V¢
say police
e
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ADAY after Canada, G Beme leads
diplomats ADAY after ¥
their family members from | US, UK, Canada, Australia | pasing body — with burn marks
India, the US and UK backed
and pool
action for seeking diplomatic telligence. Last month, tified her as Nina Berger, a 30-
pparity went against the Vienna David Cohen, US envoy to year-old Swiss national who they
to&v;:l:on on Diplomatic Canada, told a Canadian suspect was lured to the country,
In their respective state-
helped arrested a
ment, the US and UK backed lead Canada™to make the gmmoue dealer, Gurpreet. a
underlning that - statements that Trudeau Jau L, after track-
mats eq o be on the lrgdowms«ond -hand car in
AGE2

Rajasthan: Gehlot, Pilot
in Cong Ist list; boost
for Raje in BJP’s 2nd list

(West) Vichitra Veer said.
Police said Gurpreet met
Berger around theee years ago

through a common friend cie-
dle._Gurpreet asked her o marry

The 73 Id Pakistan 84 him, but she said she was al-
Lnagm-umz(m—ﬂ] mission on hold. However, sci- names Its 83 names declared  ready in a relationship. This
am-m Istamabad from  entists quickly identified and KHAN Saturday include
Dubai on a chartered plane  carected; andre- &DEEP MUKHERJEE Raje from her constituency
named ‘Umeed-e-Pakistan'at  turn to the hnn(hpld atthe  the Navy, 10 km off the coast of Sriharikota. JAIPUR, key
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its development. year time frame, launched The crew module mm a  Prime Minister Narendra Modi  todemanstrate the crew ese candidates  including race — after done
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the jailing of his arch rival, for-  rocket at an altitude of approxi-  the nominal time of alitthe over  team Later in the day. “The Crew  of sound seat talks. uck due
mer prime minister imranKhan.  mately 17 km. after lift-off. condition ro«mecn.-wrsape of candidates after its first list mdmmmmmm the
“This launch takes us one  diannavy,” ISRO said | sidelined
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India’s US food exports refusal
rate 7 times higher than China’s

MDH Spices leads with 10 per cent shipments refused over salmonella contamination; nearly 4
per cent Nestle India shipments refused, mostly due to “filthy” noodles

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 21

ATOTALof3,925 human food ex-
port shipments from India were
refused entry atUS customsin the
last four years, as per data avail-
able with the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA). Of these,
953 shipments (24 per cent) were
refused entry for being “filthy” and
786 shipments (20 per cent) were
refused for containing salmonella,
a bacteria that causes severe
stomachinfections. The most fre-
quent product categories to face
entry refusals were spices, vita-
mins, minerals and proteins, bak-
ery products, and seafood prod-
ucts.

Food imports from India,
Mexico, and China saw the high-
est number of refusals between
October 2019 and September
2023, which corresponds to the
latest four US federal fiscal years. A
total of 5,374 food export ship-
ments from Mexico were refused,
followed by 3,925 shipments
from India, and 2,340 shipments
from China. India’s food exports
refusal rate, which refers to the
percentage of shipments refused
out of all food export shipments

Refusal of food export shipments from India has seen a
downward trend in the last decade. File

sent, however, stood at 0.15 per
cent during this period, seven
times China’s rate of 0.022 per
centand six times Mexico's rate of
0.025 per cent.

Incidentally, refusal of food ex-
port shipments from India has
seenadownward trend in the last
decade in absolute terms, from a
peak of 1,591 refusals in 2015 to
1,033 refusals in 2023. A study by
the US Department of Agriculture
published in 2022, howeve., did
attest to the fact that between
2002 and 2019, India had the most
pathogen-related violations with
5,115 food import refusals out of
over 22,000 pathogen and toxin

violations that were identified, a
share of 22.9 per cent. Mexico
came in second with a 13.9 per
cent share followed by Vietnam
with an 8.6 per cent share.

“Even though Mexico had the
most refusals in 2008 and 2011,
shipments from India were de-
nied more frequently than those
from other countries over the en-
tire study period (between 2002
and 2019). These violations were
primarily from Salmonella con-
tamination,” the study noted.

MDH Spices, which generated
arevenue of Rs 1,759 crore in
FY22,saw arefusalrate of 9.95 per
cent for all human food shipments

exported to the US between
October 2019 and September
2023, which corresponds to the
latest four US federal fiscal years.
Inother words, 62 out of 623 food
export shipments sent by MDH to
the US were refused entry.

As per FDA's data, the charges
against all 62 shipments, which
were spices related products, in-
clude that of salmonella contam-
ination. FDA'’s Charge 9, which
concerns adulteration, makes
shipments “subject to refusal of
admission... in that it appears to
contain Salmonella, a poisonous
and deleterious substance which
may render it injurious to health”
was applied to all 62 shipments
exported by MDH which werere-
fused entry. According to FDA’s
procedures, if a shipment is re-
fused entry, the importer can ei-
ther destroy it or export it out of
the US.FDA does not sharedataon
whathappens to shipments once
they are refused entry.

MDH's export shipments to
the US fell consistently, from 172
in 2020 to 101 in 2023. However,
therefusal rate increased to 15 per
centin2023 from 11.3 per centin
2020. FDA also physically in-
spected MDH’s manufacturing
plant in January 2022, during

whichit noted that the “plant did
not have adequate sanitary facili-
tiesand accommodations.” Italso
observed that the plant’s “equip-
ment and utensils were not de-
signed and constructed to be ad-
equately cleaned or maintained
to protect against contamination.”
MDHdid not respond toadetailed
questionnaire despite multiple re-
minders.

Nestle India’s refusal rate in the
latest four US federal fiscal years
stood at 3.7 per cent, a total of 110
shipments out of 2965 shipments
exported to the US. Majority of
Nestle’s refused shipments were
of noodles and related products.
The most frequent charge levelled
against Nestle’s refused ship-
ments was of the products con-
sisting “in whole or in part of a
filthy, putrid, or decomposed sub-
stance or be otherwise unfit for
food.”

The second and third most fre-
quentcharges wererelated tothe
misbranding of nutritional labels
and ingredients information.
There is no record of inspections
conducted by the FDA at Nestle
India’s plants during the said time
period.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com



RBI approves Ashok
Vaswani’s appointment
as Kotak MD & CEO

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, OCTOBER 21

PRIVATE SECTOR bank Kotak
Mahindra Bank on Saturday said
it has received the Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI) approval for the
appointment of veteran banker
Ashok Vaswani as the Managing
Director (MD) and CEO of the
bank.

The appointment of Vaswani
is for a period of three years,
with effect from the date of tak-
ing charge, which will not be
later than January 1, 2024, the
bank said in a press release.

Currently, Vaswani is
President of Pagaya
Technologies Ltd - a US-Israeli Al
Fintech.

He was Chief Executive
Officer of Barclays Bank, UK and
subsequently CEO of their
Global Consumer, Private,
Corporate and Payments busi-
nesses and Member of the
Group Executive Committee.

Earlier, he was CEO Citigroup
Asia Pacific and Member of the
Citigroup Global Operating &
Management Committees.

CEO until December 31, 2023.

“I thank the Board for en-
trusting me with the responsi-
bility of leading Kotak Mahindra
Bank’s journey to the next phase
of growth. I am excited and ho-
noured to carry forward the
legacy of Uday who has built
this world-class institution.
With our proven leadership
team, we will take the Bank to
new heights,” Vaswani said.

“We will ensure that Kotak
Mahindra Bank plays a mean-
ingful role in India’s journey to
being one of the top 3
economies in the world in the
next 5 years, delivering share-
holdervalue. Ata personal level,
I am delighted to come back
home,” he said.

In the quarter ended
September, the bank’s net profit
grew 24 per cent to Rs 3,191
crore from Rs 2,581 crore in the
same quarter of FY2023. Netin-
terest income (NII) increased by
23 per cent to Rs 6,297 crore
from Rs 5,099 crore. Net interest
margin (NIM) stood at 5.22 per
cent. Gross non-performing as-
sets (GNPAs) declined to 1.72 per
cent from 2.08 per cent. Net

OSSN



Founded

Founders

Headquarters

Key people

Products

Revenue
Operating
income

Net income
AUM

Total assets
Total equity
Number of

employees

Subsidiaries

1985; 38 years ago
Uday Kotak
Mumbai, Maharashtra, India

Uday Kotak
(non-executive director)
Dipak Gupta

(MD & CEO)

(Interim)

Banking, commodities, credit
cards, equities trading,
insurance, investment
management, mortgage
loans, mutual funds, private
equity, risk management,
wealth management, asset
management

A 367,981.02 crore
(US$8.5 billion)!'] (2023)

A 320,085.86 crore
(US$2.5 billion)'] (2023)

A 314,925.01 crore
(US$1.9 billion)'! (2023)

A 420,880 crore
(US$53 billion) (2023)[2]

A 3620,429.73 crore
(US$78 billion)!®] (2023)

A 3112,314.40 crore
(US$14 billion)®! (2023)

100000+ (March 2023)14]

Kotak Mahindra General
Insurance

Kotak Life Insurance
Kotak Mahindra AMC
Kotak Securities!®!
Kotak Mahindra Prime
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retirement of
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DEAL VALUED PEGGED AT $10 BILLION

Reliance close to
buying Disney's
India operations

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO

Mumbai, October 23 DISRUPTING MARKET

MUKESH AMBANI'S RELIANCE Industries " 0" I moani feages
(RIL)isis nearingadeal fora 51% stake in Walt proposed IPLdigital rights for
Di % : 2 : : Sony-Zee

isney’s Indiabusiness, Disney Star,as itlooks areaT 2 7 n
to consolidate its position as the top playerin ger, ®
the domestic media and entertainment Reliance- in 2022, and later
(M&E) market, persons in the know said. Disn ey Warner Bros
The move comes as rivals Sony and Zeeare implies Discovery's HBO

likely to merge despite delays, implying that : bl

the domestic M&E market may see a duopoly 2 U-ODOIy o Rt b(-)th_-f--f
: g > X media & previously-with

with the Reliance combine on one side and entertainme st Biene ‘

Sony-Zee on the other side. i y '»

While the Sony-Zee merged entity has.
been valued at $10 billion, the Disney Star |
acquisition by Reliance could also be valued |
at $10 billion, sources said. Disney Star may
hold on to a minority stake in the firm.

Reliance-backed Viacom18, which is the
media and entertainment arm of the group,
declined comment on the issue. Disney Star
did not respond when contacted.

The deal may be announced as early as
next month, sources said. Talks of a possible Disney Star has since struggled
sale of Disney Star have been doing the with sliding subscriber numbers
rounds since July after the US-based Walt Dis-
ney Company indicated it was weighing
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PepsiCo ropes in Dhoni as
Lay’s brand ambassador

BINDU D MENON
New Delhi, October 23

PEPSICO-OWNED LAY'S
CHIPS has roped in Mahendra
Singh Dhoni as its brand
ambassador.The formerIndian
cricket team captain will fea-
tureinitslatest campaign — No
Lay’s,No Game - totapinto the
ongoing cricket fever.

“The brand is excited to
reunite with the beloved crick-
eter, MS Dhoni, as the face of
Lay's,solidifying the deep bond
between the brand and our
cricket-obsessed nation.Weare
confident that this dynamic
partnership and ‘No Lay’s, No
Game’ campaign will continue
to deliver joy to consumers,”
Saumya Rathor,categorylead -
Potato Chips, PepsiCo India,
said. Dhoniwasassociated with
the Lay’sbrand for 11 years pre-

viously.PepsiCohad signed him
in 2005 and ended ties with
himin 2016.

The 'No Lay's No Game'
global campaign is a platform
launched by Lay's to celebrate
its long-standing partnership
with sporting events.The com-
pany said that it is harnessing

Dhoni’s universal appeal and
iconicity.

Launched in 1995 in India,
Lay’s is one of the marquee
brands from PepsiCo India,
which reportedly has an over
50% share in the organised
potato wafers category, as per
available industry data.



China To Curb Exports
Of Graphite Material




* Recently, China, the world’s top graphite producer (‘around 65%) and exporter,
has decided to curb exports of key battery material.

* The curbs aressimilar to those in'place since 1st-August, 2023 for.two chip-making
metals, gallium and germanium which pushed.up prices outside of the country.
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* This move is aimed at protecting China’'s national security and controlling
supplies of critical. minerals in response to challenges over its global
manufacturing dominance.

 Graphite, Cobalt, Nickel etec are important critical minerals as reflected
in Mineral Security Partnership which India is not part of.
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* It also becomes important for major Electric vehicles (EVs)
manufacturers across the world and also India due to its National
Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP) where Graphite is a key

component.
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* What is Graphite?

* About:

« Graphite is a naturally occurring mineral composed of carbon. It is one of the three
crystalline forms of carbon, with the other two being diamond and amorphous
carbon (such as charcoal or carbon black).
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* Properties:

 Graphite is a good conductor of both electricity and heat. It is used in
the production of electrodes for batteries and in the electronics
industry.

 Applications:
 Graphite is commonly known for its use in pencils. The "lead"” in
pencils is actually a mixture of graphite and clay.

 Other applications include crucibles, foundry facings, polishes, arc
lamps, batteries, brushes for electric motors, and cores of nuclear
reactors.
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 Global Reserves:

« China produces two-thirds of the world’'s graphite, but compared to global reserves,
the Asian country is not the only option.

« According to the United States Geological Survey, Turkey (27.3%) and Brazil (22.4%)
together own half of the world's natural graphite resources. China comes third,
sitting on 16%, followed by Madagascar (7.9%)
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* Recently, there has been a concern over the short supply of a group of elements called
‘rare earth metals’. Why? (2012)

1.China, which is the largest producer of these elements, has imposed some restrictions on
their export.

2.0ther than China, Australia, Canada and Chile, these elements are not found in any
country.

3.Rare earth metals are essential for the manufacture of various kinds of electronic items
and there is a growing demand for these elements.

« Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

« (@) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Dhordo has been conferred the prestigious title of Best Tourism Village by the United Nations World Tourism
Organisation (UNWTO).

Dhordo received this title at the Best Tourism Village - 2023 award ceremony organized by the UNWTO at
Samarkand in Uzbekistan.

The village has become a popular tourist destination due to its rich cultural heritage, handicrafts, and the
famous Rann Utsav.
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* The UNWTO awards the title of "Best Tourism Village" to villages that meet
certain criteria.

* The criteria include promoting sustainable tourism, preserving local culture and
heritage, providing a safe and welcoming environment for tourists, and offering

unique experiences to visitors.
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Army to start phasing
out Cheetah, Chetak
helicopters from 2027




 In November 2021, the Defence Acquisition Council
approved the procurement of 12 limited series production
(LSP) variants of the LUH at a cost of around 1,500 crore, Six
each for the Army and the Air Force.

* The choppers have been designed and developed by
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL), but the project was
delayed due to issues with the autopilot.






« The Army currently has 190 Cheetah, Chetak, and Cheetal helicopters of the
original 246.

« Of these, at any given time, around 25 are at the HAL for maintenance,
which is a deficiency of around 37% in this segment, the source said.

« Close to 130 of the 190 choppers are between 30 and 50 years old.
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