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Eight former Navy officers
get death penalty in Qatar

le:

ions; adds it will take up the matter with Qatari

authorities; the ln(han nationals employed in Doha were accused of breaching sensitive secrets

Subasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ight former Indian
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death penaky v a local
court in on Thursday

in an alleged case of es-
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On death row

The events that ted 1o the Qatar court’s werdict on Thursday
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members and the

lowing it closely. We will
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ED . conducted
searches at State Congress

supporters stage a protest against the ED searches on the

Premises of party leaders, i Mew Deliv on Thursday. 511

Hatred seeping
into events like

president Govind Singh
Dotasra's residences in Jai-
pur and Sikar, and MLA
Om Prakash Hudla's hotel
in Mahuwa Dausa dis-
trict, where he has been
fielded as the party candi-
date for the upcoming poll
The

He said this referring to
an alleged hate speech by
former Delhi BJP council-
lor Vinod Tundelkar, who
was caught on tape prais-
ing the BJP MP's remarks
against the BSP MP during
the staging of a Ramlila in
Delhi's T q

Earlier, Mr. Ali had writ-

Prime
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leak in the senior teacher eking suitable pu
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Securing the seas

Deepening ties: A helicopter prepares to land during the first joint naval exercise by Indis and the European
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For outreach events, civil servants
will be called nodal officers, not
Rath Prabharis, clarifies Centre
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val servants as Rath Prab-
haris during the upcoming
Viksic Bharat Sankalp Yatra
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Eight former Navy officers
get death penalty in Qatar

India says it is ‘deeply shocked, exploring legal options; adds it will take up the matter with Qatari

authorities; the Indian nationals employed in Doha were accused of breaching sensitive secrets

Suhasini Haidar
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ight former Indian
E Navy  personnel,

who had been em-
ployed by a company in
Doha, were handed the
death penalty by a local
court in Doha on Thursday
in an alleged case of es-
pionage. The Indian go-
vernment expressed shock
at the verdict, and said all
legal options were being
explored.

The eight men — Cap-
tain Navtej Singh Gill, Cap-
tain Saurabh Vashisht,
Commander Purnendu Ti-
wari, Captain Birendra Ku-
mar Verma, Commander
Sugunakar Pakala, Com-
mander Sanjeev Gupta,
Commander Amit Nagpal
and Sailor Ragesh — have
been in the custody of Qa-

On death row

The events that led to the Qatari court’s verdict on Thursday

August 30, 2022: Eight former Indian
Navy personnel arrested by Qatari
authorities, believed to be on charges of

espionage

What are India’s
options now?

® Pursue legal
appeals in the case

B Resolve case
diplomatically

B Political
intervention at the
Prime Minister’s

March 2023: Trial begins in the case

level to request a
pardon

October 1: Indian Ambassador to Qatar

meets the eight men in prison

® Build an
international

October 26: Qatari court pronounces

death sentence to all of them

campaign to appeal
for clemency

tari authorities since Au-
gust 2022. The Court of
First Instance of Qatar
passed the judgment
against them, according to
a statement by India’s Mi-

nistry of External Affairs.
“We are deeply shocked
by the verdict of death pe-
nalty and are awaiting the
detailed judgment. We are
in touch with the family

members and the legal
team, and we are exploring
all legal options. We attach
high importance to this
case, and have been fol-
lowing it closely. We will
continue to extend all con-
sular and legal assistance,”
the MEA statement said,
adding that India would
take up the matter with the
Qatari authorities.

Breaching secrets

The Indian nationals were
employed by Dahra Global
Technologies and Consul-
tant Services in Doha, and
were allegedly accused of
breaching sensitive se-
crets. They were reported-
ly involved in training va-
rious security-related
service providers of the
State of Qatar.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14



The company was also involved in producing
high- tech Italian-origin submarines that are
known for stealth capabilities.

The first trial in the case was held in March this
year, followed by another in June. The men were
granted consular access on multiple occasions
and the Indian ambassador to Qatar met them as
recently as October 1. Both sides, however, have
maintained a veil of secrecy over the case in view
of the sensitivities involved.

High-stakes relationship

Former Indian ambassador to Qatar Deepa Gopa-
lan highlighted the important role that a large
number of Indian migrants play in fostering India-
Qatar relations. “This verdict could very adversely
affect relations between the two countries. There
are over seven lakh Indians in Qatar and we have
close economic ties. The Indian government has
been following the case closely without doubt, but
would need to take it up at the highest level to en-
sure their lives are saved,” she said.

The verdict is the first major crisis to hit the In-
dia-Qatar relationship, which has generally re-
mained steady so far. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited Doha in 2016, followed by his meet-
ing with the Emir of Qatar on the sidelines of the
UN General Assembly in New York in 2019. Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar also visited Qatar
in February 2022. According to the MEA, Qatar is
the largest supplier of LNG to India, which ac-
counts for over 48% of India’s global LNG imports.
India also imports ethylene, propylene, ammo-
nia, urea, and polyethylene from Qatar.

The verdict drew strong reactions from Opposi-
tion political parties as the Congress urged the go-
vernment to use its diplomatic leverage with Qa-
tar to get the officers released at the earliest.



T Securing the seas

W . . e — -
Deepening ties: A helicopter prepares to land during the first joint naval exercise by India and the European

Union in the Gulf of Guinea this week. Indian Navy’s INS Sumedha, an offshore patrol vessel, was joined by
ships from three EU member states: ITS Foscari (ltaly), FS Ventose (France), and Tornado (Spain). ANI
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wrsd:
a voice vote, in which semor party

leaders par at the

Lal Chowk in Srinagar. She will serve the party as.
its president for a three-year term. A party official
saad‘v!s Mufti's name was proposed by party

president Abdul Rehman Veeri. It is for the
founh time Ms. Mufti has been re-elected

Voice, and the epitome of scrugsie and

determi

ination,” Firdous Tak said.

BJP celebrates ‘Accession Day”

in Jammu & Kashmir
The Bharatiya Ja;:’la Par!)' (BJP) on ‘l'hulsda

signing of ¢ it
Dogra m yja Hari S
Accession Day has existed since 1947
local political parties that misgu!

and filling of

all these years. These parties are still yearning for
on

August 5, 2019, ended their propaganda,” BIP
Darakhshan id.

leader Andrabi sai

SC allows surrogacy, strikes down
rule bannlng use of donor gametes

Bench comes to thL rescue of a woman suffes

condition, by staying the
gperation of a law which
threatene

banning the use of donor

Easing the path

On March 14, 2023, government notifled amendments &

the Law to ban the 1se of donor gamates,

couples’ mus

wary to what is intended

aying intending

5o their own gametes for sumrogacy

client and her husband to
continue with the process
of surrogacy to achieve pa-
renthood.

He argued that the 2023

endometrium or small un-
icornuate uterus, T-shaped
uterus) or if the uterus is
surgically

i from (l"lL rare medical condition of bla\er Rokitansky

Add Tagore’s
name on
varsity plaque,
says Mamata

KOLKATA

surrogacy was_
centric”. The o

The controversy over the
of plag at

n harati Ui

have a surrogate child was
entirely based on the wo-

turned into a full-

uterus or repeatedly atled

n illness

Evnaecological

"thn.n's choilce”

er said lhne Rule
made 12 Clear ¢ o
chmce was solely lha( of

voman. He said his
et rad begun the surro-
gacy process months be-
fore the

<y to term or would make
the pregnancy
life-threatening™.

cannot
contradict Rule 144a) which
specifically recognises the
absence of a uterus or any
allied condition as a medi-

which cannot be imple-

under the main
of the Surrogacy Act both
In form as well as in sub-
stance” of Justis

and Lmal
Bhu)an held in a recent

ki savocin sSanjay
the petitioner's la-

right to parenthood.- the Surrogacy ¢
endment  Rules, 2022, by ruling out
hich is now coming in the f donor eggs. had

way of the intending cou-  made it impossible for his

Sections 2(r) and 4 of the
Act,
the situation

mented
The government,
through Additional Solici-
Adshr

Wwould require a couple to
up( for gestational surroga-
in ol'der to become

paums

£ jain referred to Rule
G ot e y
Rules which Hsled the

medical or congenital con-
ditions owing to which a
woman could choose to

tor-General warya
i, that the
process of acy can-

surrog;
ot be availed under the

Jaime arument that the
law permitting gestational

cal
gestational surrogacy, the
court held.

Addxaslng the govern-
that the

or “hakrabarey.
“It is only for Rabindra-
nath e that S.

Santi
tan got the UNESCO tag.
We were silent because of
the Durga Puja celebra-
tions. If you do not remove

Laureate’s name by 10 am.
be related to | tos ”; ople will
the husband. “In this re- | launch a d tion

has to be read as be-
ing related to the husband
when Rule M{a) applies.”
the court sasd.

The university authori-
ties have called the plagu
temporary and the crisis
unwanted.

Internet ban
in Manipur
extended dll
October 31

IMPEHAL

The Manipur government
has Ex(ended lhe mobile
Internet another
e s il October 51 of

ments

repercus:
and order situation,” a not-
ification said.

The notification by
Commissioner (Home) T.
Ranjit Singh said that the
DGP's letter dated October

‘Super rich’ incomes’ share ebbing
amid middle-class mobility: CBDT

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Indias tax
dened sharply Since 2015
14, with individuals

up the income ladder and

. - . N N “The of gross
Marginal shift in contributions total income of middle 74%
There has been a subtie change in the £ross total income group of individual tax-
contributions among individual taxpayer payers increased

. I7.00 75.8% to 77% in the above
. E—— e riod,” the statement

India’s green hydrogen move
may worsen pollution if steps
are not in place, says study

NEW DELH

Indias plans to produce
all

the proportion of super- age gross total income for | — where the gas is pro-
rich taxpayers’ incomes individual taxpayers in- | duced without resulting in
declining, “entral creased bour 4.5 | fossil fuel ions —

Board of Direct Taxes Asds 2> abour €7 lakh over up worsening pollu-
(CBDT) said on Th iod, re- | tion if proper checks and
days after the C cit- of are not in place,
ed income tax data to show 56%. according o a study by en-
widening income inequali- “The energy

years 2013-14 to 2021-23
whue Ls also = in’
rease in number re-

come, the CBDT said in a
statement.

“In the range of gross to-
tal income up to &S lakh,
the number of returns filed

i higher range
am incresse’of 323 This Macomer: (he CBDT said.

Digmng
data revea.\s that

o 1% indsvidual t. ers vis-

For higher income r: awis all individual tax-
es of €5 lakh to 210 lakh, s decreased

and 210 lakh to 225 lakh,  15.9% to k4. the board

the number of individual
returns filed surged 295%
and 291% over the period.
respectively. -

i
gross total income for top

think-tank, Climate Risk

%
42% while that for bottom
is

‘The National Green Hy-

259
58%.," it added.
The data lndlca(es S

droge: ion, piloted by
the Ministry of New
Renewable Lnergy
(MNRE), expects to mani-
facture five million tonnes
by 2030. This would re-
quire the installation of re-
newable energy capacity
the use

units of power, equivalent
to abous 13% of India‘s pre-
sent electricity generation.

As of August 2023, In-

awziled. the definition as

ing an equivalent RE he report re-
capacity by 2030. This is vy Trnarsday,
ower and above the 500 The main ern is

that if electrolysers were
Tun 24x7. they would be
expected to operate even
when no solar

installed only 15 GW of

2023, against the 45 GW  from India’s coal-powered
per year nee reach  grid in general, it will
the 2030 target. fact increase ca s-

Using coal-based power  the electricity on the grid
The MNRE has defined is coal-generated — more in
green a2 byiro- hours when
gen produced in a way th: is nil,~ the

Smits no more than two ke he vast ma-

of carbon dioxide per kg of

such
producing one kg of ‘grey  electricity.
is known, clear if those few projects
ehds up eritting nine kg of  that have commited.. to
meet 100% of their require-
ment from these sources .~

It is also not

detailed methodology
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Saranagati, the easiest way

6 9 3 1 2 ‘ama comes in the guise of a poor man to meet king Yudh-
4 SllE=4 LN — ishthira. Yama refuses the food offered by Yudhishthira,
= for the sins of a king's ruler,
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Eating food ser by a king will resuk in transference
of some of thase sins to ﬂm 0 eats the food. Yudh-
thira wonders what he mg o do about the sin
hich will corme to him, o h e vintor lomvas without s

sub
benefits of a punya
seeks ha. not svar
nefits of any act ofgenemsuy
The: circuitous paths to reach the Lord, like upasa-
for instance. But the easiest way to reach Him
nagati or total surrender at His feet. Yama, after revealing

one to svarga. But

And so, he will not seek the be-

says he is pleased with Yudhishthira's aradhana.




SC allows surrogacy, strikes down
rule banning use of donor gametes

Two-judge Bench comes to the rescue of a woman suffering from the rare medical condition of Mayer Rokitansky

Kuster Hauser syndrome by staying the operation of a law which threatened to wreck her hopes of becoming a mother

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Thas protected the

right of parent-
hood of a woman, suffer-
ing from a rare medical
condition, by staying the
operation of a law which
threatened to wreck her
hopes to become a mother
through surrogacy.

The woman has the
Mayer Rokitansky Kuster
Hauser syndrome. Medical
board records showed she
has “absent ovaries and ab-
sent uterus, hence she can-
not produce her own eggs/
oocytes”. The couple had
begun the process of gesta-
tional surrogacy on De-
cember 7 last year.

However, a government
notification on March 14
this year amended the law,
banning the use of donor
gametes. It said “intending
couples” must use their
own gametes for surroga-
cy. The petition was filed in
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the amendment as
a violation of a woman’s
right to parenthood.

“The amendment
which is now coming in the
way of the intending cou-

Easing the path

On March 14, 2023, government notified amendments to
the law to ban the use of donor gametes, saying ‘intending
couples’ must use their own gametes for surrogacy

m Supreme

Court says the
amendment
cannot contradict
Rule 14(a), which
specifically
recognises the
absence of a
uterus or any allied
conditionas a
medical indication
necessitating
gestational
surrogacy

The amendment which is
now coming in the way of
the intending couple and preventing
them from achieving parenthood
e through surrogacy, we
find, is, prima facie
contrary to what is

intended under the
~_main provisions
. of the Surrogacy
_ Act both in form
aswellasin
{ substance,”’
® . says SCBench

ple and preventing them
from achieving parent-
hood through surrogacy,
we find, is, prima facie con-
trary to what is intended
under the main provisions
of the Surrogacy Act both
in form as well as in sub-
stance,” a Bench of Justices
B.V. Nagarathna and Ujjal
Bhuyan held in a recent
order.

Senior advocate Sanjay
Jain, the petitioner’s la-
wyer, argued that the
amended Paragraph 1(d) of
the Surrogacy (Regulation)
Rules, 2022, by ruling out
the use of donor eggs, had
made it impossible for his

client and her husband to
continue with the process
of surrogacy to achieve pa-
renthood.

He argued that the 2023
amendment contradicted
Sections 2(r) and 4 of the
Surrogacy Act, 2021, which
recognised the situation
when a medical condition
would require a couple to
opt for gestational surroga-
cy in order to become
parents.

Mr. Jain referred to Rule
14(a) of the Surrogacy
Rules which listed the
medical or congenital con-
ditions owing to which a
woman could choose to

become a mother through
gestational surrogacy.
They included “having no
uterus or missing uterus or
abnormal uterus (like hy-
poplastic uterus or intrau-
terine adhesions or thin
endometrium or small un-
icornuate uterus, T-shaped
uterus) or if the uterus is
surgically removed due to
any medical condition
such as gynaecological
cancer”.

‘Woman’s choice’
The lawyer said the Rule
made it clear that the
choice was solely that of
the woman. He said his
client had begun the surro-
gacy process months be-
fore the amendment,
which cannot be imple-
mented retrospectively.
The government,
through Additional Solici-
tor-General  Aishwarya
Bhati, countered that the
process of surrogacy can-
not be availed under the
law unless the child was
“genetically related” to the
intending couple. This ex-
empted the use of donor
eggs. In an 11-page order,
the court agreed with Mr.
Jain’s argument that the
law permitting gestational

surrogacy was “woman-
centric”. The decision to
have a surrogate child was
entirely based on the wo-
man’s inability to become a
mother owing to her medi-
cal or congenital condi-
tion. Such a condition in-
cluded the “absence of a
uterus or repeatedly failed
pregnancies, multiple
pregnancies or an illness
which makes it impossible
for her to carry a pregnan-
cy to term or would make
the pregnancy
life-threatening”.

The amendment cannot
contradict Rule 14(a) which
specifically recognises the
absence of a uterus or any
allied condition as a medi-
cal indication necessitating
gestational surrogacy, the
court held.

Addressing the govern-
ment’s contention that the
surrogate child should be
“genetically related” to the
couple, the court said the
child would be related to
the husband. “In this re-
gard, it may be noted that
the expression ‘genetically’
related to the intending
couple has to be read as be-
ing related to the husband
when Rule 14(a) applies,”
the court said.
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Commercial surrogacy
now a $2.3 billion
industry in India
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50 per cent of
them are of clients

Nearly 25,000
children born to surrogates

each year from the West
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COST

BILL EXCLUDES MANY

DISPARITY
i, @ Women must | e Overseas | e Surrogacy
T~ either be Citizens procedure in

divorced or of India or India costs
widow to be ) foreigners | 215-18 lakh
able to opt _J cannotgo "ot other
for surrogacy . %49 in for countries like
e Women only | this US, South
between 23-50 procedure | America, Russia

years can go in for e Only married Indian couples | $50,000-
IVF or surrogacy and NRIs can opt for surrogacy | $1,50,000

“ It is very unfortunate that the bill is not inclusive.
While we understand the need for regulation, it should
:g ve considered people from all sections of society. It is
likely that many people will now travel abroad to have a

'5; ]d through surrogacy — Nayana Patel | renownep ive aND
| .r;;,v‘g;: ROGACY SPECIALIST FROM ANAND, GUIARAT




Many barriers

The Surrogacy
(Regulation) Act, 2021
was introduced to curb
unethical practices
related to issues such

as sex selection and
exploitation of
surrogate mothers, with
provisions for jail term in
case of violations

W Under the Act, a
couple can opt for
surrogacy only on
medical grounds

and should produce
certificates of eligibility

? -
\} A—
Y

™ The couple should
have been married for
five years and not have a
living child

2
e

g, A

has to be a close relative of
the couple, a married woman
with a child of her own and
aged between 25 and 35

® Though the law allows a
single woman to resort to
surrogacy, she has to be a
widow or a divorcee between
the age of 35 and 45

M The surrogate mother

M Single men are not eligible



SURROGACY IN INDIA

SURROGACY CASES ON THE DECLINE
EMBRYO TRANSFERS

Doctors say that '_;'" (
recorded dataisonly { |
partiallyacorateasit

only reflects information

.....................

volurtarily uploaded by
clinics. Doctors estimate

India sees about 2,000
SUIMOGACY Cases per year

WOMBS ON RENT IN INDIA

$445 million industry,
according to govt
e
Some reports say there are
7,000-8,000 clinics in 7 S
India (mostly illegal) t A
Rs 1-4 lakhis whatmost | 'odia  S47,350
surrogate mothers get s&“"'m"’&'{.‘,:",‘ﬂ;
WHAT ARE THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR COUPLES WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO
INTENDING TO COMMISSION SURROGACY? BE A SURROGATE
> Must be aclose relative | » They do not have any NOTHER?
of the surrogate mother. | surviving child (whether » The surrogate
But the law does not define | biological, adopted or mother was or is
theterm close relative’ | surrogate), except if the married and has a
> Should be Indian citizens | SUrvMing childis mentally - child of her own
married for at least 5 years | O Physically challengedor > She is 250 35

i suffers froma fatal iliness years old and has
> The female partner : » Acourt order concerning  not been a surrogate
should be between 23-50 | the parentagé ziiCtdy T SIEEETIe
years, the male 26-55 years : of the child to be born » She must possess
» A medical certificate i through surrogacy a medical certificate
stating that either or both » Insurance coverage for of her fitness for
partners are infertile  the surrogate mother Surrogacy
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Mehbooba re-elected PDP
president for fourth time

uehbuuba Mufti, former Jamma & Kashmir Chief

was re-clected president of the Peoples
Democtatic Party °DP) in the party elections in
Srinagar on Thursday. Ms. Mufti, 63. was elected

2 oiee vote, in which oo party
b participated art the party headqumers at
Lal Chowk in Srinagar. She will serve the party as
its president for a three-year term. A party official
saidN!s Muftis name was proposed by party
t Abdul Rehman Veeri. It Is for the

founh time h:,s Mufti has been re-ele

Toice, and the epitomme of struggie and
determination,” Firdous Tak said.

BJP celebrates ‘Accession Day’
in Jammu & Kashmir

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Thursday
celebrated October 26 as "Accession Day” to
rate the arrival of the in

Dogra monarch Maharaja Hari Singh.
Accession Day has existed since 1947 It was some
local political parties that misgusded youth,
and filling of
all these years. These parties are still yearning for
i Modi on

in
August 5, 2019, ended
leader Dar:

their propaganda,” BIP
Andrabi said.

SC allows surrogacy, strikes down
rule banning use of donor gametes

Two-ju

Bench comes to the rescue of a woman suffe

from the rare medical condition of Mayver Rokit:
hopes of becom

Kuster Hauser syndrome by stayving the operation of a law which threatened to wreck her
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ing fr dical
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turned into a full-
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West Bengal Chief Minister
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The university authori-
ties have called the plagues
temporary and the crisis
unwanted.

Internet ban
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‘Super richh’ incomes’ share ebbing
amid middle-class mobility: CBDT
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may worsen pollution if steps
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‘Super rich’ incomes’ share ebbing
amid middle-class mobility: CBDT

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s tax base has wi-
dened sharply since 2013-
14, with individuals moving
up the income ladder and
the proportion of super-
rich taxpayers’ incomes
declining, the Central
Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) said on Thursday,
days after the Congress cit-
ed income tax data to show
widening income inequali-
ty in the country.

The overall number of
income tax (I-T) returns
filed by individuals has ri-
sen from 3.36 crore to 6.37
crore through assessment
years 2013-14 to 2021-22,
while there is also an in-
crease in number of re-
turns filed by individual
taxpayers across various
ranges of gross total in-
come, the CBDT said in a
statement.

“In the range of gross to-
tal income up to 5 lakh,
the number of returns filed

Marginal shift in contributions

There has been a subtle change in the gross total income
contributions among individual taxpayers

80

77.0%

75.8%
60

40

Middle 74%

The top 1% saw a decrease in their contribution
from 15.9% to 14.6% between AY14 and AY22

N
BN

20 15_9% Bottom 25% Top 12)/0 14.6%
8.3% 84%.
AY. 2013-14 Assessment year AY 2021-A22
by individual taxpayershas  cates that individual tax-
increased from 2.62 crore  payers are showing a posi-
in AY 2013-14 to 3.47 crore tive trend of migration to

in AY 2021-22, registering
an increase of 32%. This
range of income includes
individuals having income
below taxable limit who
may not be filing returns,”
the board pointed out.

For higher income rang-
es of %5 lakh to %10 lakh,
and %10 lakh to %25 lakh,
the number of individual
returns filed surged 295%
and 291% over the period,
respectively. “This indi-

higher range of gross total
income,” the CBDT said.
Digging deeper into the
data reveals that the pro-
portionate contribution of
gross total income of top
1% individual taxpayers vis-
a-vis all individual tax-
payers has decreased from
15.9% to 14.6%, the board
said, while the share of the
bottom 25% taxpayers in-
creased from 8.3% to 8.4%
over the same period.

“The proportion of gross
total income of middle 74%
group of individual tax-
payers increased from
75.8% to 77% in the above
period,” the statement
said, adding that the aver-
age gross total income for
individual taxpayers in-
creased from about 4.5
lakh to about 7 lakh over
the nine-year period, re-
presenting an increase of
56%.

“The increase in average
gross total income for top
1% individual taxpayers is
42% while that for bottom
25% individual taxpayers is
58%,” it added.

The data indicates “ro-
bust growth in the gross to-
tal income of individuals
across different income
groups subsequent to AY
2013-14”, the board said,
adding this was reflected in
the increase in net direct
tax collections from ¥6.38
lakh crore in 2013-14 to
%16.61 lakh crore in 2022-
23.
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Biden links
economic
corridor to
Hamas attack

Progress
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- resional
. integration
one reason:

Biden

CALIT KJHA
NASHINGTON. OCTOBER 26

s “Joe saia
hat he is convinced that cne of
he reasons y Hamas
aunched a terrorist attack on
Sraet was because of the recent
snnouncement during the G20
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CASE OF ALLEGED ESPIONAGE

Qatar hands death penalty to 8 former
Navy men; deeply shockmg, says Govt

Delhi explores legal options; charges
not public; arrested men worked for
firm overseeing submarine induction

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELFHL OCTOBER 26

IN A sethack to India's efforts at
secusing their release. exghe for-
mer personnel of the i
Navy, arrested inan

of espio: _were handed the
death sentence by a court in

dian

Calling the ruling ~deeply

2 petwork of ralroad. |

Esraed has Launched a masshve
ounter-offensive xzamst Hamas
ter unprecedented attacks by
e milan: group on October 7

<illed more thar peopie.
Eicien ek reporters at a joint
conference with the Visit-

ng Australian Prime Minister
hat his anal

egracion overall We can't leave
Mt work behind.~ Biden said.
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terror: CM Gehlot
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The Doha
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EXPLAINED

THIS WILL be a test of
India’s ties with the Gulf
nation. The Qatas Emérs
visit to India in 2015 was
Slowed by Friese

ex Narendra
Modrs vist o Dona in
2016. Qutar wields con-
siderable clout in inter-
national diplomacy —
fram hosting the Taliban
pegotiators to sequring
the release of US citizens
from Hasmas capeivicy.
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Don’t hold yatra in
poll-bound states: EC to
Govt after complaints

Rath prabharis renamed as nodal officers
after objection over use of govt officers

Model Code of Conduct is §
place. and will start in these

DIVYA A& DAMINI NATH
NEW DELHIL OCTOSER 26

THE ELECTION Commission.
wihich recefved complaings about
the government's plan to depuse

or bureaucrats for §ts pro-

bypoll ..nmnp

handed the death sentence
by a local court.

Cong chief raided,
Gehlot’s son summoned by ED

During the ED raid at
residence in

in Jaipur on Thursday. 777

Rajasthan Chief s
Ashok Gehlot. in a socsal

post. stated that the probe
agency had also issued sum-

came just a day after his govern—

ment had announced guaran-

tees for women. Vaibhav has
for
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1 seat in 2018, BJP eyes
non-Mizo voters, fights
anti- Chrlstlan image
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THE BJF's cabin-
tike office in the
small town of
[ s0

km from state

e capital Aizawi. is
smizoR, buzzing with ac-
civity
Aecnesday eorming Asthe party
“ac e in its bed for

e command centre.
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front. with Geh state in-
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Gujarat HC

In Sikar, Dotasra asked his
supporters. who had gathered
CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

removes

clip of judge outburst,
asks YouTube to take
down apology too

Justice Biren Vaishnav upbraided Justice
Mauna Bhatt, later said ‘I was wrong’

APURVA VISHWANATH
& SOHINIGHOSH

NEW DELHI. AHMEDABAD,
R26

cToe!

ADAY after a judge of the Gujarat

High Court apologised for his
outburse against his o
league on the bench, the High

ra Bhatr, for vosceng 3

ence of opinson in a basch of tax
cases
With the Gujarat HC
steaming its procesdings.
Video of the incsdent was widely
Shared on social media. The HC
led down the clip of
that exchange from its aschives.

ive-

out. It &s learnt that following
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2 medals at Asian meet, 16-year-old from
J&K is ‘first female archer without arms

PAGE1
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NITIN SHARMA
HANDIGARH. OCTO!

BER 26

SHEETAL DEVI. 2 16-year-old
archer from Loidhar village in
Jamenu and Kashmis,
female archer with-
>ut arms 1o compete interna-
ionally™, according to World
Archery. ihe sport's governing
sody. This week, she won two
medals at the Asian Para Games.
n Ha vy
How she releases an arrow is
» testament to Sheetal's spirit.

Devi at the Asian Para Games:
team sold. X Az Fuo

Sheetal
team silver and mixed team

she won a women's

She holds and balances the 27.5
alogram bow with her right leg.
pulls the string

But. after practising for a couple
of months. it became easier.”
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CASH-FOR-QUERY ALLEGATION
Ethics panel calls Moitra on Oct 31,
seeks I'T, Home help in probe

Examines complainant Dubey. lawyer Dehadrai on charges

LIZMATHEW

& VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHI.OCTOBER 26

against TMC MP Mahua Maitra,
asked hes to depose before the
panel cn October 3L

During its meeting which
lasted more than two s the
committee heard BJP MP

peovis e Model
Code of Conduct for the gusd-
ance of political parties and

conTINu GEa

Dubey. Dehadrai appeared before the panel on Thursday. #11

e Kot Tl Rithocian.
plained against Mokta ana
Drwyer Jai Anant Dehadrad.

Committee chairman and
BJP MP Vinod Sonkar later told
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4




2 medals at Asian meet, 16-year-old from
J&K is ‘first female archer without arms’
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SHEETAL DEVI, a 16-year-old
archer from Loidhar village in
Kishtwar, Jammu and Kashmir,
is the “first female archer with-
out arms to compete interna-
tionally”, according to World
Archery, the sport's governing
body. This week, she won two
medals at the Asian Para Games
in Hangzhou.

How shereleases anarrow is
a testament to Sheetal's spirit.

anancr MRS oVl << ~nm

Sheetal Devi at the Asian Para Games; she won a women’s
team silver and mixed team gold. X/ Asian Para Games Hangzhou

She holds and balances the 27.5
kilogram bow with herright leg,
pulls the string back using a
manual releaser attached to her
right shoulder, and uses a device
called the trigger, held in her
mouth, to direct the arrow at a
target 50 metres away. All the
while, she holds herself upright
on the seat with her left leg.
Sheetal was born with
Phocomelia, a rare congenital
disorder that causes under-de-
veloped limbs. “Initially, I could
not even lift the bow properly.
But, after practising for a couple
of months, it became easier,”
Sheetal told The Indian Express on
Thursday.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 4




29-YEAR-OLD WINS LAURELS AT HANGZHOU

Meet Ankur Dhama, athlete who clinched 2 gold medals at Asian Para Games

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 26

DURING THE 2016 Rio
Paralympic Games, Ankur
Dhama injured himself and
thought it was the end of his ca-
reer as a sportsperson. Eight
years later, he bagged two gold
medals, winning the Men’s 1,500
mT11and the Men’s5,000mT11
events, during the fourth edition
of the Asian Para Games cur-
rently underway in Hangzhou.
Congratulating Dhamaon his

win, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Wednesday took to X
(formerly Twitter) and wrote:
“An incredible triumph for
@AnkurAthlete, as he clinches
his second Gold Medal in Asian
Para Games, this time in the
Men’s 1500 m-T11 Final. May he
keep running towards greater
heights in the coming times.”

Being visually challenged has
not stopped the 29-year-old
from soaring ahead.

Born in Uttar Pradesh’s
Baghpat district, he is the
youngest of three siblings. He
grew up in Sonipat, where his fa-

epaper INRAEEE nc JllE-ss . com

ther was a farmer. Speaking to
The Indian Express, Dhama said,
“Iwas around five to six years old
whenIlost my vision completely.
Doctors told my family that I
wouldn’t be able to see again. [
then moved to Delhi where I
studied at a school for the visu-
ally impaired on Lodhi Road.”

It was at this school that
Dhama first realised he had a
knack for athletics.

In 2017, while he was pursu-
ing his Masters in History at St
Stephen’s College, tragedy struck
with the death of his father from
acardiac arrest. He said, “ had to

(Left) Ankur Dhama and his
guideperson Dharmender
Gurjar

take care of my family. Financially,
there was a crunch... But I always
had help... from my coaches. My
mother and siblings boosted my
morale; I also received financial
help from GoSports Foundation.”
Satpal Singh, who has been
training Dhama for 15 years now,
discovered him at the school.
“This is a huge achievement for
Ankur and me. He had faced sev-
eral challenges in life but never
gave up. I am so proud of him
that after his injury during the
Rio event, he recovered, prac-
ticed relentlessly, and won two
golds for our country,” he said.

Singh, who has trained phys-
ically challenged sportspersons
for more than a decade now,
added, “For visually impaired
persons, athletics is challenging
as it takes more persistence and
hard work than it would for a
normal sportsperson to build
his/her stamina and speed.”

Dhama also credited his
achievements to his guideper-
son: “When it comes to long-dis-
tance running, one requiresa lot
of stamina... Maintaining energy
levels and synchronising with
the guide are among the major
challenges in the sport... For vi-

sually impaired sportsmen like
me, guides are our beacon. They
should also get the recognition
they deserve as they spend so
much time training with us.”
The athlete also reflected on
the times when he almost gave
up. “My morale sometimes was
lowasIrealised thatIcan’t pursue
what I love without being de-
pendent on someone... But if this
inspires even a small group of in-
dividuals who are differently
abled to push forward and pursue
asport in their life, I will consider
myselfawinner,” Dhama said.
His guide, Dharmender Gurjar

(20) from Rajasthan’s Karoli dis-
trict, has been with Dhama for
more than a year now. “I moved
to Delhi so I could train at Nehru
Stadium and become an athlete.
That's where I met Ankur and his
coach. Since then, I have been
working as his guideperson. We
practice together every day and
runinraces,” said Gurjar.

A Class XII student pursuing
Arts back in Rajasthan, Gurjar
said he also has his own practice
sessions to improve his speed
and stamina. He too dreams of
representing India internation-
ally one day.
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APAARID

This is part of the ‘One nation, One Student ID’ initiative
of the Union government, stemming from NEP 2020

VIDHEESHA KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 26

LAST WEEK, several state governments
requested schools to seek parental con-
sent for the creation of a new student
identity card known as the Automated
Permanent Academic Account Registry
(APAAR). This is part of the ‘One nation,
One Student ID’ initiative of the Centre,
stemming from the new National
Education Policy of 2020.

How will it work?

Every individual will have a unique
APAAR ID, which will be linked to the
Academic Bank Credit (ABC), which is a
digital storehouse that contains the in-
formation of the credits earned by stu-
dents throughout their learning journey.
If the student changes schools, all her data
in the ABC will be transferred to her new
school just by sharing the APAARID. She
won’t need to provide physical docu-
ments or transfer certificates.



What are its benefits?

“The vision is to create a positive
change, allowing state governments to
track literacy rates, dropout rates, and
more, helping them make improve-
ments,” Anil Sahasrabuddhe, Chairman
of the National Educational Technology

Forum, said.

APAAR also aims to reduce fraud and
duplicate educational certificates by pro-
viding a single, trusted reference for ed-
ucational institutions. Only first party
sources that issue certificates will be al-
lowed to deposit credits into the system,
ensuring authenticity.

What are the concerns?

Parents and students have concerns
about sharing their Aadhaar details be-
cause they worry that their personal infor-
mation could be leaked to outside parties.

“It’s important to know that the
Aadhaar number is only used for verifi-
cation to match the name and date of
birth. APAAR won't use or share these de-
tails with anyone else during registra-
tion,” said Sahasrabuddhe.

LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress.com/explained




World Polio Day-
October 24,



» Several countries have endured the devastating effects
of polio, a highly contagious and lethal disease caused
by a virus that negatively impacts the nervous system,
for centuries



World Polio Day History

World Polio Day was
introduced in 1985 by Rotary
International to honour the
contributions of Jonas Salk, the
head medical researcher in the
research team that created the
first vaccine for polio.




e The theme for World Polio
Day 2023 is “A healthier
future for mothers and
children.”
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What s
the OECD

(Organization for
Economic Cooperation
and Development)

- It is an association of 38 nations in Europe,

the Americas, and the Pacific
>
- It helps member countries
formulate economic
and social policies
- It aids developing countries - Members and key
outside membership and partners represent
promotes reform 80% of world trade

@) the balance



* Foundation:

It was founded in 1961 with
its Headquarters at Paris,
France and total membership is
38 countries.

« The most recent countries to
join the OECD were Colombia,
in April 2020, and Costa Rica, in
May 2021.

 India is not a member, but a
key economic partner.




 Reports and Indices by OECD:
« Government at a Glance
 OECD Better Life Index.
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» What are the Highlights of the Report?

* India Leads in Migration to OECD Countries:

* In 2021 and 2022, India became the primary source of migration to
OECD countries, surpassing China. India consistently topped the
list with 0.41 million new migrants in both years, while China had 0.23

million new migrants, followed by Romania with approximately
200,000 new migrants.



* Recent Trends in International Migration:

« All top four destination countries (The United States,
Germany, the United Kingdom and Spain) registered
large year-on-year increases, between 21% and 35%. The

increase was smaller in Canada (8%) the fifth destination
country.




* The United States alone accounted for 1.05 million new
permanent-type migrants, and the other four countries
for between 440 000 and 650 000 each.




Migration to OECD countries is at The Ukrainian refugee crisis is the largest
a record high displacement in Europe since WWII

2020 2021 2022

With more than 6 million new permanent immigrants (not Canada |
including Ukrainian refugees), permanent-type migration

Y OEGD colhines raached & recordBvalin Zao0) OECD countries have provided refuge to about 5 million

people fleeing Ukraine.




Increase in labour migration in response
to labour shortages in many countries

Permanent miaration to t ECD

millions Family
2.0

15 Free
movement

1.0
Work

0.5
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2016 2018 2020 2022

Labour migration comprised 21% of all migration in 2022, a rise
of 36% since 2021. Family migration also increased by 15%.

0.0

Migrant employment rates are at the
highest levels in over two decades

Migrant employment rates are at their highest ever levels in
more than half of OECD countries and the gap with the
native-born is also narrowing.

Native-born

78.3
77.6
75.5
75.8
69.4
69.3
70.3

Foreign-born

New Zealand 82.7
Australia T
UK 75.8
Canada 75.2
us 72.6
Korea 67.8

EU 27 66.8




Migrant fertility has little effect on overall
population levels in majority of countries

0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5

Japan ® - &
Korea [
Spain & &
Italy Native-born @ @ Foreign-born
UK o O
Canada [ B @
Germany & ®

us ° e

The fertility rate among migrant women is higher than among
native-born women in most OECD countries, but below the
replacement rate (2.1) in two-thirds of them.

Immigrant mothers face greater challenges
compared to native-born mothers

52% 72%

Immigrant mothers Native-born mothers
Across OECD countries, the gap in employment rates
between immigrant and native-born mothers is 20
percentage points.




Medical College
Seats and New

Regulations in India







- States with Excess Medical College Seats:

» At least 13 states and Union Territories in India have more than 100
seats per million population, rendering them ineligible for capacity
expansion.

« Tamil Nadu has the highest number of medical college seats (11,225), followed
by Karnataka (11,020), and Maharashtra (10,295).



* There is an acute shortage of medical college seats in relation to
population in Meghalaya, Bihar, and Jharkhand, where the deficit is

more than 75%.

* Meghalaya, with a population of approximately 33.5 lakh, has only 50 medical
college seats.

 Bihar and Jharkhand, with populations of 12.7 crore and 3.9 crore, have 2,565 and
980 medical college seats, respectively.

 Uttar Pradesh, the most populous state, has 9,253 seats, with a 61% deficit.



« What is the National Medical Commission (NMC) ?

» The NMC has been constituted by an act of Parliament known
as National Medical Commission Act, 2019.

« The NMC acts as India's top regulator of medical education and
practice.

« Committed to upholding the highest standards in healthcare
education, NMC ensures the delivery of quality medical
education and training across the nation.



New Made-In-India
EV Charging
Standard




* The Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) has recently approved a
groundbreaking charging
connector standard for Light
Electric Vehicles (LEVs), including
scooters, bikes, and rickshaws




 About:

« Named ISI7017 (Part 2/Sec 7):
2023, this standard is a result of
" collaboration among NITI Aayog, the

Department of Science and
Technology, Ather Energy (a private
firm), and other stakeholders.




* Unique Features of India's New EV
Charging Standard:

« Remarkable feature of India's new EV
charging standard is its ability to combine
alternating current (AC) and direct current
(DC) charging for LEVs.

« This approach, akin to globally established
standards for electric cars, enhances
interoperability and compatibility among
various EV models and charging
infrastructure providers.




China:

China uses a national standard for EV charging
connectors that is called GB/T, effectively
addressing range anxiety with a dense network
of charging stations.

United States:

While there isn't a national standard,
collaboration between EV manufacturers like
Ford and General Motors aims to establish
common standards.



 Europe:

« The Combined Charging System (CCS) standard dominates in Europe,
backed by the European Union, promoting uniformity.

- Japan:
« Japan employs the CHAdeMO standard, though it's being phased out in
North America in favor of more common standards.
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PERSPECTIVE: MARKET SIZE OF EV COMPONENT INDUSTRY IN 2025
ELECTRIC VEHICLE VALUE CHAIN IN INDIA IS EXPECTED TO REACH $4.8 BILLION IN 2025

KEY TRENDS

1 /3rd
Of the EV motor market will

Electric motors $1.23 BILLION emerge from demand in EV
Buses in India in 2025

67%
Will be the Passenger Car

Batteries $186 BILLION segment’s share in Battery

Market in 2025

15.6 Million KWh

Power electronics $1.47 BILLION @ Will be the total demand for Li-
lon battery pack in 2025

61%
Will be the 2W vehicle
segments’ share in the Power
electronics market in 2025

Charging stations $S0.230 BILLION
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* — A National Hackathon on 5G
technology use for police conducted in
New Delhi today

* It would be pertinent to mention that Rs 2.5
Lakhs has been earmarked for productization
of winning 1deas/Proof of Concepts (POCs)
leading to further incubation/incentivisation
& funding to obtain workable tools/solutions
for the usage of LEAs.
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