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State Food Safety Index 2022- 2023



The State Food Safety Index (SFSI) 2022- 2023 released by the Food 
Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) sheds light on the 
performance of Indian states in ensuring food safety.

The 2022- 2023 index introduced a new parameter, 'Improvement in 
SFSI Rank', which assessed a state's progress from the previous year. To 
accommodate this change, weights of other parameters were adjusted.



What is the State Food Safety Index (SFSI)?

It is an annual evaluation that measures the performance of states and union 
territories on food safety.

The Index is a dynamic quantitative and qualitative benchmarking model that 
provides an objective framework for evaluating food safety across all States/UTs.

SFSI was started in 2018-19 to create a competitive and positive change in the food 
safety ecosystem in the country.



• General Decline in State Food Safety 
Scores:
• Over the past five years, 19 out 

of 20 large Indian 
states, including Maharashtra, 
Bihar, Gujarat, and Andhra 
Pradesh, have experienced a 
decline in their 2022 - 2023 SFSI 
scores compared to 2019.





• Impact of the 2023 Index Parameter Adjustment:
• After adjusting for a new parameter introduced in the 

2022- 2023 index, 15 out of 20 states recorded lower 
SFSI scores in 2022 - 2023 compared to 2019.



• States' Overall Rankings in their Respective Categories:
•

http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1699001555_States'%20Overall%20Rankings%20SFSI%202022-%202023.png


• Decline in 'Food Testing Infrastructure':
• The ‘Food Testing Infrastructure’ parameter measures the availability of 

adequate testing infrastructure with trained personnel in each state for 
testing food samples.



• This parameter experienced the steepest fall, with 
the average score for all large states dropping from 
13 out of 20 in 2019 to 7 out of 17 in 2022 - 2023.
• Gujarat and Kerala were the best performers in 

this parameter in 2022 - 2023 while Andhra 
Pradesh performed the worst.



• Compliance Scores Decreased:
• This parameter measures licensing and registration of food businesses, 

inspections conducted, special drives and camps organized, and other such 
compliance-related tasks carried out by each state’s food safety authority.



• Punjab and Himachal Pradesh 
received the highest scores in this 
parameter and Jharkhand received 
the lowest score.

Scores for the 
'Compliance' 

parameter also 
declined.

The 2022 - 2023 
average compliance 

score for all large 
states stood at 11 out 
of 28 compared to 16 

out of 30 in 2019.



Decline in Human Resources and Institutional Data Scores

Varied Consumer Empowerment:

Improvement in 'Training and Capacity Building’:



• Improvement in SFSI Rank:
• In the new parameter 'Improvement in SFSI Rank,' 

only Punjab showed significant improvement.
• Improvement in the SFSI Rank parameter, which 

carried a weightage of 10% in 2022 - 2023, 14 out of 
20 large states received 0 points.



World 
Biosphere 
Reserve Day



• On the second anniversary of World Biosphere Reserve Day, November 3, it 
is important to reflect on the progress made in conserving and sustainably 
using these vital ecosystems



According to UNESCO, there are 
currently 738 biosphere reserves 
across 134 countries, including 22 
transboundary sites.

In India there are 12 biosphere 
reserves recognised 
under UNESCOs Man and the 
Biosphere Programme.





Threats

They are vulnerable to climate change, be it through 
invasive species or extreme weather events.

Surface water pollution.

inadequate financial resources

uncontrolled development





• The Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal will 
launch the domestic sailing of the first International Cruise Liner ‘COSTA SERENA’ in 
India at Mumbai tomorrow. 

• The ‘Dekho Apna Desh’, an initiative launched as an appeal by the Prime Minister, Shri 
Narendra Modi to the middle class to prefer the domestic tourism over the international 
tourism, drives such cruise initiatives.

•



Costa Cruises is expected to carry 
approximately 45,000 passengers in its 
next 2 months voyages. 

These passengers would have otherwise 
booked from international destinations. 
The biggest advantage is an 
International Cruising experience for 
Indians in Indian waters.





Mercury contamination 
Source: TH



Tropical birds in Central and 
South America are exhibiting 

signs of mercury contamination 
due to artisanal and small-scale 

gold mining operations, 
according to a new study.

Birds living within 7 km of gold 
mining activity were found to 
have mercury concentrations 
over four times higher than 

those in other areas.



Why mercury is used in Gold mining?

Mercury is used in gold mining because it forms an amalgam with gold, 
allowing for the extraction of gold from ore. 

This amalgamation process is a simple and effective way to capture fine gold 
particles, but it also leads to significant environmental and health concerns due 
to mercury pollution.



The research suggests that mercury may be playing 
a role in the declining biodiversity of tropical 

birds, which has been observed in recent decades.

Key Findings:



Mercury contamination has been linked to neurological illness, 
immune diseases, and reproductive failure in both humans and 
birds.

Birds are considered sensitive indicators of ecosystem health and 
are often referred to as the “canary in the gold mine” for 
their ability to signal environmental issues.



Daily 5 vocab from The Hindu 



Buzzword (noun) : a word or phrase, often an 
item of jargon, that is fashionable at a particular 
time or in a particular context.

Sentence : The latest buzzword in international 
travel is “ecotourism”.



Revanchism (noun) :a policy of seeking to 
retaliate, especially to recover lost territory.

Synonyms : revenge, vengeance, reprisal



-Voluminous (adjective) : of a size greater than average 
of its kind

Synonyms : big, large, bulky

Antonyms : dinky, dwarf, little



Veritable (adjective) : formal true or 
real —used to emphasize a description

Synonyms : authentic, genuine, real 
Antonyms: doubtful, dubious, equivocal



Vibrancy (noun) : the 
state of being full of 
energy and life.

Synonyms: active, 
vibrant, exuberance











Thank you 
guys.


