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LG VK Saxena on Thursday
tock cn the Delhi government
aver the deterorating
quality. aying the oty needs
mrere posturing
= s af ot i
LG described the Cap-tal =
= "gas chamber™.

SIT for scams, vows

UNSC seeks ‘humanitarian
pauses, corridors’ in Gaza

for

UNITED NATIONS

he UN  Security
Tcouncll has called

for “extended hu-
~ in the

has broken its silence since
the round of the
bloody con.ﬂk( berween Is-
rael and Ham: last

month. Israel, hD“ vever, in-
dicated that sich a “pause™

would not be possible tll
the hostages held by Ha-

BJP in manifesto mas are releas:
for The m_soluuon. pre-
1 Rajasthan poll pared b, and adopt-
LA it 12 votes in favoar.
Jarum “calls iz and =
The BIPin tended
Thursday pr toappoint | es and corridors through-

= Special Invexh@t-on Team
o probe the exam paper lesks,
scams, and cases of

ed coruption during the
Congress regame. » Page 15

The text raises the ques-
of

called for an initial pause
of

n C: of but sto Hamas
Lls_ UAK_ Russia abstain frum vote; Israel says any “pause” hinges on the release of hoa.:gq‘

Dark times: Isracli soldiers near Gaza border on Thursday. REUTERS

>d short of condemni

for people to get what they
Stephane Du-

Israel drops

leaflets telling
people to leave
ra

forces cropped leaflets
asking Palestinisns to flee
parts of southern G

sidents on Thursday.
This signals possible cxpansion

hostages.” Over 230 hos-
gages are believed to be
held by Ham.

Biden, Xi restore military
ties but remain apart on
wider flashpoint of Taiwan

nce France-Presse
WOODSIDE

U.S. President joe Biden
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping agreed at their first
summit in a year on Wed-
nesday to restore military
communications between
the two countries, even as
Mr. Biden went off

,anm. spoke_spelson for be(ween the world's lar-

the UN 1 e from spi-
The called on short of ra.lllng into conflice.

all parties to comply with  ing the brutal cross-border also agreed that

days
within 24 hours of the

enough for us to be able to
the

ian_ obligations “~notably
with regard to the protec-
ton of

attack by Hamas militants
on October 7, which left
around 1,200 dead, as per
Israeli

children™ Xt aleo called for
the and

once we have enough fuel,

conditional release of all

cowTiNuED ON
» PAGE 14

uuna would crack dewn

with Mr. Xi saying he “sym-
pathises™ with U.S. victims

U.S. President Joe Biden with his China counterpart Xi Jinpeng in an
. on the sidelines of the APEC meet. AP

La sove-
relgnty over the self rating

democracy and has not
ruled out seizing it by

The two leaders had not
met in person since they
held talks in Bali in Novem-
ber 2022, and relations no-
sedived after the U.S.
down an alleged Chinese
spy balloon in February.

comTmuED ON
» PAGE 14

NewsClick case: ED
summons Singham

vesh K. Pande:
NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directo-
rate (ED) has issued fresh
angh.

tion with the NewsClick

case.
Mr. Singham, who has

The Shanghai-based

is accused of
violating FCRA rules

the websitee's human ve-
sources hea

rested by the Delhi police
under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act.

“I1t was alleged that the
said private company had

port remittance of about
228.46 crore through four
forelgn entities in violation

about 29.59 crore by incor-
rect characterisation of the
fund as foreign direct in-

~ the CBI said.

conTINUED ON
» PAGE 14

Poll position

AL — 2 eanar e
fficials moving to the polling booths after collecting electronic yoties machines and other materials in Bhopal on the eve of

"
the Madbya Pradesh Assembly lection on Thursday. A M FARUG

REPORT ON PAGE 15
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SPORT » PAGE 19

caa
<

Not ruling out investigation in N

1jjar case

if evidence is provided, says Jaishankar

LonpoN

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar has said that the

ldlllng of Nijjar in British
mbia eariler this year.
Mr.  Jaishankar

event organised
government  think

wilton, Park, and the in-
dian High

seen any ~indirect or di-
rect” nking the

~We are not ruhng out an
Tookin

mer Editor of the Finan-
cial Times Lionel Barber.

id he has
tculate This to his Cana-
Sy coune

erpart.
Mir. Jatobiankar categort:
he had

plicated India in the killing
of Nifjar. Asked if he had

Government oflndla to the
il said “no™
His denial of having see-

theme in London as well.

T.N. Assembly to
readopt Bills that
Governor returned

The Hindu Bureau
TIRUVANNAMALALC

ENNAL
A special session of the Ta-
mil Nadu Legislative As-
mbly has been convened
on Saturday to readopt cer-

Appavu told
presspersons in Tiruvan-
namalal

Accompanied by Depu-
ke

m.
Following this, the Go-

vernor had

NEET exemption Bill to the

d give assent to
Craeiat Bl passed by the

“We feel that Canadian pol-
itics has given space to vio-
lent and extreme political

whicl
separatism from India. in-
cluding through violent

meansr Mr.  Jalshaniar
said, adding that Indian di-

ty Speal K. Pitchandi
and ~ ¥ K.

S Appavu
said the ment

he go-
When in the

vernment.

were

and properties in Canada —

such as the High Commis-
— were

that if India was engaged in

enabling extre-
He dwelt on this

tions, then it was simply
doing what other major
countries engaged in.

ory of the
Bills  re-
Governor
are set to be readopted.
ar
two Bills — one seel:lng w©

admit students to under-
graduate medical courses

an
day-to-day governance in a
waay that is threatening to
bring administration in the
Scate to a grinding hak-

In its affidavit, the go-
vernment had listed out 12
Bills (including two adopt-

b
All the 12 Bills listed out
by Tamil Nadu in the Su-

vernment to control the af-
fairs of the university and
replacing T



India, EU close to settling
$600-mn WTO dispute

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 16

INDIA IS close to resolving its
most contentious trade dispute,
involving information communi-
cations technology (ICT) prod-
ucts, withits second largest trade
partner, the European Union (EU),
asenior government official said.
This comes on the heels of
India settling all seven trade dis-
putes at the World Trade
Organization (WTO) with its
largest trade partner, the US.
Brussels had dragged New
Delhi to the WTO's dispute settle-
ment mechanism in 2019 chal-
lenging its levying of import duty
onawide range of ICT productsin-
cluding mobile phones and com-
ponents, base stations, integrated
circuits and optical instruments
claiming that the duty was incon-
sistent with global trade norms
and was hurting €600 million
worth of its tech exports to India.
The dispute assumes signifi-
cance as it was feared to affect
India’s efforts to boost electronic
products manufacturing — a
strategic sector in which India is
trying to cut its reliance on China.
An adverse final ruling could
have also meant disruption of
the flagship production-led in-

ELECTRONIC GOODS EXPORTS UP 50% INFY23

Financial year Electronic goods exports (in $ bn)
FY23 23.57
FY22 15.58
FY20 p— o
FY18 s 6.39

Source: Ministry of Commerce & Industry , Note: Data for FY21 is not available

centive (PLI) scheme due to the
rolling back of duties.

The imminent resolution of
the dispute comes as India had
told the EU that it was facing a
similar quantum of losses due to
the EU’s restriction on Indian
steel after the latter fixed specific
quotas for steel imports beyond
which the items attract addi-
tional import duties of 25 per-
cent. The key reason behind the
restriction was to avoid the di-
version of exports from the US
market to the EU market in the
backdrop of controversial tariffs
on steel under the Donald
Trump administration.

A likely mutual settlement
follows the high-level Trade and
Tech Council (TTC) meeting be-
tween India and the EU that was
set to discuss a number of out-
standing issues between the two

countries in the absence of a
functional dispute resolution
mechanism at the WTO. TTC
with the EU assumes signifi-
cance as the EU has a TTC only
with the US. The council aims at
forging technology partnerships
with like-minded countries
amid rising tensions with China.

India imposed higher duties
on ICT products as it looks to
boost the manufacturing of elec-
tronic products with the help of
the production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme. The current strat-
egy has also paid off as India’s
electronic products have been
on the rise even as broader goods
exports have declined during the
current fiscal.

Earlier this year, India ques-
tioned the legality of the WTO
dispute resolution body’s order
which was in favour of the EU.
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Confidential stories. President
N es pledged

0 Luinch a government probe in
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~Everything that has come to
light will be investigated.”
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yprus Confidential, led by

Eon files from six Cyprus finan-
cial services providers and  coe-
porate-data websise Powered by

more than
media partners. the investiga-

has been co-opted by

how Cypriot finan-
cial enablers scrambied to help
Russsian oligaschs and Putin al-
Bes shield their assets.

Western sanctions.

despite

Country’s reputation
on the line, will probe:
Cyprus President
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AUSTRALIA- INDIA FINAL SUNDAY

Australia defeated South Africa by 3 wickets in the second
ursday. They will meet India in the fi

Kolkata's Eden Gardens Thi

Semi-final of the ODI World Cup at
nal Sunday.
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Uttarkashi, Day 5: Rescuers inch
closer to men trapped in tunnel

f the is-
land’s financial industry and to

ckle money laundering
Keravnos said initial outcomes.

MISHRA
UTTARKASHI NOVEMBER 16

EFFORTS TO rescue 40 workers

e o
iof news outlet

tunnel in Uttarkashi appeared to
\ck on track Thursday as a
high-capacity machine. flown

lighted the need for stronger

Russia’s_ military
aainst Uskrane in 2014 and full-
scale

and used to bolster Russian
Presicens Viadinmes Putin’s regime.

began

| DECISION

2023

Speaiing to reporters hours
after ICT) and its medsa partners
publishing Cyprus

BusINEss As Usuar
By UNNY

Cyprus Finance. Minister

ithin the bioc and treed ait
member states to close loop-
boles that allow dirty money to

Raskiaieemmas ate
€0 the investigation. He told re-
poreess that the country fixs
been working with the UK gov-

BJP enlists
fight again

HAMZA KHAN
SHAHPURA. NOVEMEER 16

ON DECEMBER 24. 2022. 22-
year-old Sonu Sharma rushed to

ingo
s)sh.-“\

In a staterment published on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

the drilling process. The men
there since
530 am Sunday

o inf
provided by the Uttarkashi
District Emergency Operation
Centre. the operation began
around 1030 am Thursday. and

4.30 prm. the machine had
drilled through © -

Though the
— they are being provided coo

face of Rajasthan’s
st ‘paper leak mafia’

BJP poll promis
Will form unit to
probe anti-Bharat

appear for the general knowl- sleeper cells
edge paper of a teaches recruit-
the Rajasthan Public Service Rajast rozgarEkikrat  HAMZAKHAN
Commissson (RPSC). Mahasanghsupenvadav JAIPUR NOVEMBER 16
“The government had made
bus travel free for stu- RELEASING ITS manifesso for the
Who were 21 atreein the middie of  Rajasthan Assembly elections.
fng but then the public pahpura’s Devan vil-  the BJP promised Thursday a
s didl not let us in at Lage. about SO minutes  string of measures if voted to
I So we had to climb noeth-west of J. tusding 2 spec ©
(the buses). hitch a rice « every examina-  investigate ~sleeper cells™ of
Z Sobe aim being to ECEEY Gon. it was the same  -anti-Bharat fosces-and
reach the centre intime  Lmasstran)  story for Sonu. And for  lowestigation Team(SIT) to inves-
any ssible. the GK paper. be some-  Gigate —scams- of the Congress
Sharma standing alongside a  how reached in cieme. ehic
soupoly 2 CoNT 2

4 decades ago, an assassination that put
Mumbai in heart of Israel-Palestine feud

ZEESHAN SHAIKH
MUMBAI NOVEMSER 16

EARLY ON November 27. 1984,
Percy Norris left for his office in

bai. Less than S00 metres
from Mantralaya. the adminis-
trative headquarters of the
Maharashira government. his
car slowed down. Suddenty, two
ren i “blue tracksuits and nun-

- fin s

simple,

00 hero-worship.
This World Cup, a no-frills,

spaper GO <o

Misbah ul Haq, Fakhr-e-Alam.
of

L Norri:
s e Beieizn
dey high
e 4 commisst
on
. Now

wias A
hid been dragged into the heart

Wasim Akram, Moin Khan

of the age ol Israes-Palestinian
feud. Norris was killed by sus-
od Palestinian milicants of-
Bliated to Abu N
Rkl Father of the
Slluggle in Arabic — was the
pom de guerre for Sabri al-
r of a2 renez,

Sroup allegedly responsibic for
a string of attacks across the
world in the 1S80s and 1990s.
The US State Department had

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The sleeper hit this World Cup: A
informal show from Pakistan

fich-iny-conten akstow featur-
ing o ped pundits
fraann Pakistan — Wastm Alam,
Moin Khan, Misbah-ul-Faq.
Shoaib Malik — along with a
e resenter, Fakhs-e-Alam,
Wwith an entertainment back-
ground hascutthroughthe -
tex 2nd pe

largest media nee-
hhing the

1000k subscriber mark with
most of its hour-long video
cown 2

gen, food and water through a
Pipe — the rescue operation has
not been withous hiccups.

more would fall and take its

On Tueaday, rescuers aban-
doned the tradi 1 method,

to clear the rubble using large
digging equipment failed since
every time debris was remo

and adopted a “trenchless™ tech-
nique of digging. using an auger
conTm 2
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TN Governor returns
10 Bills, state govt
calls special session

ARUN JANARDHANAN
NAL NOVEMBER 16

DAYS AFTER the Supreme Court
expressed -
about Governoes ot

Ravi on Thursday retur
pending Bills to the state govern-

K-led govern-
ment, which has had publc dis-
agreements with Ravi several
times over the past year. has
called a spec -mibly session
on Saturday.

One of the important Bills
Ravi has returned is on the
power of the state government
£0 2ppoint university vice-<han-

Bills, passed between

-
Tamil Nade

Governor
RN Ravi

-}
= Statevs
= ® Centre

THE STANDOFF high-
lights a constirutional
dilemina sbout the role

vers of Goven
Whe s Covenor tae.
pected to appeove Bills

¢ the Assemnbly,
returning Bill

2 range of issues from ants-cos-
ruption measures and the earty
release of prisoners to filling

2

questions about
the balance of power be-
tween the state. Centre.
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HALLUCINATE

Chosen as Cambridge Dictionary’s Word of the Year
2023, it has seen novel usage in context of Al

ARJUN SENGUPTA

NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

“TO SEEM to see, hear, feel, or smell some-
thing that does not exist, usually because
of a health condition or because you have
takenadrug,.” This was the older definition
of ‘hallucinate’ in the Cambridge Dictionary.

But as generative Al tools such as
ChatGPT capture the world’s imagination,
‘hallucinate’ has taken on additional mean-
ing — “when an artificial intelligence hal-
lucinates, it produces false information,”
according to the Cambridge Dictionary.

In the nascent years of generative Al,
hallucinations are all too common. Some-
times utterly nonsensical while seemingly
plausible other times, they differ in form
—butattheir core are falsehoods spouted
confidently by Als.

Why Als hallucinate

Generative Al takes actions based on
past data. When given a prompt — a piece
of text,animage, a piece of computer code
— the Algenerates aresponse based onthe
information it has been trained on. Popular
tools such as ChatGPT and Bard use large
language models (LLMSs), which learn from
ginormous data. Effectively, they (attempt
to) recreate human thought and linguistic
expression by ‘learning’ from millions of

(human-created) sources.

“At their best, LLIMs can only be as reli-
able as their training data,” Wendalyn
Nichols, Cambridge Dictionary’s Publishing
Manager, said. “Als are fantasticat churning
through huge amounts of data to extract
specificinformation and consolidate it. But
the more original you ask them to be, the
likelier they are to go astray,” she said.

Als canlearn from factually inaccurate
sources, or produce inaccuracies them-
selves while processing the information.
Either way, hallucinations have some real
world consequences. For instance, a US
law firm used ChatGPT for legal research,
which led tofictitious cases being cited in
court. The judge fined the firm $ 5,000.

Why the word ‘hallucinate’

The Cambridge Dictionary Word of the
Year has been published every year since
2015.Ateam makes the decision based on
data on words that saw popular usage in
the year and their cultural salience.

“The...team chose hallucinate...as it
recognised that the new meaning gets to
the heart of why people are talking about
Al,” the company said on Wednesday.
“Generative Al is a powerful tool but one
we're all still learning how to interact with
safely and effectively — this means being
aware of both its potential strengths and
its current weaknesses,” it said.



‘Crime’ of adultery: What SC ruled and why

KHADIJAKHAN
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16

THE PARLIAMENTARY Committee on Home
Affairs has suggested that adultery should be
re-instituted as a crime in the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, the proposed law
to replace the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860.

What is the legal position on adultery
now?

Until 2018, the IPC contained Section 497,
which defined adultery as a criminal offence
that attracted up to five years in prison, or a
fine, or both. However, only men could be
punished under Section 497, not women. The
section read:

“Whoever has sexual intercourse with a
person who is and whom he knows or has
reason to believe to be the wife of another
man, without the consent or connivance of
that man, such sexual intercourse not
amounting to the offence of rape, is guilty of
the offence of adultery... In such case the wife
shall not be punishable as an abettor.”

In Joseph Shine vs Union Of India
(September 27, 2018), a five-judge Bench of
the Supreme Court led by then Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Dipak Misra, and comprising cur-
rent CJI D' Y Chandrachud, and Justices AM
Khanwilkar, RFNariman, and Indu Malhotra,
unanimously struck down Section 497 on
grounds that included discrimination.

What has the House panel
recommended?

The 350-page report on the
BNS, 2023, which was adopted

LAW

ing only men for adultery, was just one of
the grounds on which the court had struck
down the provision. The judgment went
much farther.

Section497 was violative of Articles 14, 15,
and 21 of the Constitution (which protect the
fundamental rights to equality, non-discrim-
ination, and life respectively) the Bench ruled.

The court underlined the
autonomy of women as a facet
of human dignity. Writing for
himself and Justice Khanwilkar,
(JIMisra declared that the hus-

by the Committee on November 10, said that
adultery should be reinstated as a criminal
offence, but it should be made gender-neu-
tral — that is, both men and women should
be punished for it.

The Committee expressed the view that
“the institution of marriage is considered sa-
cred in Indian society and there is a need to
safeguard its sanctity”.

What is the problem with this?
The discriminatory nature of Section 497,
and its “manifest arbitrariness” in punish-

band is neither master of his wife, nor does
he have legal sovereignty over her —and that
“any system treating a woman with indig-
nity...invites the wrath of the Constitution”.

Also, the (JI said, if adultery “is treated as
a crime, there would be immense intrusion
into the extreme privacy of the matrimonial
sphere. It is better to be left as a ground for
divorce”.

Justice Chandrachud, who disagreed with
the judgment of his father, former CJIY V
Chandrachud’s 1985 ruling in Sowmithri
Vishnu vs. Union of India, which upheld adul-

tery as a crime, described Section 497 as a
relic of Victorian morality that “proceeds on
the notion that the woman is but a chattel;
the property of her husband”.

Can the Supreme Court’s decision be
undone?

Aruling of the Supreme Court is the law
of the land. Parliament cannot simply pass a
law that contradicts a ruling of the top court.
However, it can pass a law that removes the
basis of the court’s judgment. Such alaw can
be both retrospective and prospective.

In Madras Bar Association vs. Union of India
(2021), the SCsaid: “The test for determining
the validity of a validating legislation is that
the judgment pointing out the defect would
not have been passed, if the altered position
as sought to be brought in by the validating
statute existed before the Court at the time
of renderingits judgment. In other words, the
defect pointed out should have been cured
such that the basis of the judgment pointing
out the defect is removed.”

LONGER VERSION
indianexpress.com/explained







* Recently, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) has released the interim report titled-Towards Eliminating
Plastic Pollution by 2040: A Policy Scenario Analysis, ahead of the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on Plastic Pollution (INC3).



* The INC3 will be held in Nairobi, Kenya in November 2023 for an
international binding agreement on plastic pollution. Earlier INC
2 was held in Paris, France in June 2023.



» What are the Key Highlights of the
Report?

e Current Situation:

* In 2022, 21 million tonnes (MT) of
plastics leaked into the environment
globally.



« Under a business-as-usual scenario, where
no significant changes are made,
plastic usage would increase, resulting in a

50% rise in macroplastic leakage by 2040.
» This would mean approximately 30 MT of plastic

leaking into the environment, with 9 MT entering
aquatic environments.




« Scenario Projections:
« Stabilizing primary plastic use at 2020 levels by 2040 would still result
in significant plastic leakage (12 MT) by 2040.

« However, a scenario of ambitious global action could drastically
reduce waste generation, almost eliminating mismanaged waste and
nearly eliminating plastic leakage by 2040.



What is the Intergovernmental
Negotiation Committee (INC)?

The INC was established in
February 2022, at the 5th
session of the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA-
5.2).

UNEA is the governing body of
the UN Environment
Programme.




* A historic resolution (5/14) was adopted
to develop an international legally
binding instrument on plastic pollution,
including in the marine environment with
the ambition to complete the

negotiations by the end of 2024.

* The first session of the INC-1 was held
in Uruguay in 2022.




Why is there a great concern about the ‘microbeads’ that are released into
environment? (2019)

(a) They are considered harmful to marine ecosystems.
(b) They are considered to cause skin cancer in children.

(c) They are small enough to be absorbed by crop plants in irrigated fields.
(d) They are often found to be used as food adulterants.




SHREYAS
Scheme for
OBC & Others




The scheme Scholarships for Higher Education for Young
Achievers Scheme (SHREYAS), has been proposed to be
implemented during the 2021-22 to 2025-26 by placing

two ongoing Central Sector Schemes for OBC (Other
Backward Classes) and EBC.

These schemes are, National Fellowship for OBC
and Dr.Ambedkar Central Sector Scheme of
Interest Subsidy on Educational Loans for

Overseas Studies for OBCs and Economically
Backward Classes (EBCs).




 National Fellowship for OBC Students:About: It aims to provide
financial assistance to OBC students pursuing higher

education, specifically M.Phil and Ph.D. degrees in various
recognized universities, research, and scientific institutions.

* The scheme offers 1000 Junior Research Fellowships annually for
advanced studies and research. These fellowships are awarded to

students who have qualified through specific tests like the UGC-NET or
UGC-CSIR NET-JRF Joint Test.
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* NITI Aayog has released a report on
the Sustainable Action for
Transforming Human Capital in
Education (SATH-E)

|~
O

—\

N\




What is SATH-E Project? o

The SATH-E Project, launched by NITI Aayog in 2017, aims to ensure quality
school education and promote socially inclusive, regionally balanced, and
sustainable education growth in collaboration with state governments.

Focus Areas Education and Health
Target It seeks to identify and build three future 'role model’ states in the education
@ sector (Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, and Odisha) and transform elementary
and secondary school education
Key findings of India, with five times more schools than China despite similar enrolment,

recent report

=]

faces a challenge with over 50% of primary schools in many states having
fewer than 60 students

There are 2-5 lakh untrained teachers at the primary and upper primary
levels, not meeting Right to Education requirements

Recommendations

Merge small, and low-enrolment schools with nearby ones, etc. E.g.,
Jharkhand's merger of 4,380 schools saved Rs 400 crore, optimizing resources
by reducing teacher and infrastructure needs

Consider the decentralization of powers to principals, district, and block
officers, etc.

Restructuring (Cadre restructuring) and recruitment of teachers to solve issue
of teacher’s shortage

Competency-based assessment reforms

Focus on Early Childhood Education and multilingual education




Daily 5 vocab from The Hindu



Veritable Synonyms : authentic,
(adjective) : formal true genuine, real Antonymes:

or real —used to doubtful, dubious,
emphasize a description equivocal




Voluminous

(adjective) : of a size Synonyms : big, large, Antonyms : dinky, dwarf,
greater than average bulky little
of its kind




Consonance (houn): agreement or
compatibility between opinions or actions.

Synonyms : agreement, concord, accord

Antonyms : discordance,
disproportion, disunity
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* Revanchism (noun) :a policy
of seeking to
retaliate, especially to recover
lost territory.

- Synonyms : revenge,

vengeance, reprisal . |



* Vibrancy (noun) : the state of

being full of energy and life. |

« Synonyms: active, vibrant,
exuberance -
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