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~ The difference between a successful person

and-others is not a tack Qgﬁ,stréngth not.a lack
ofknowledge. butrather a lack in will.
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A court here on Wednesday
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2,303 points on
“bargain buying”
MunnAs

The SLP BSE Sensex bounced

Back with 2 gain of 2,303
Points, or 220%, in the wake of

NDA elects Modi as its leader;
ta]ks w1th allies to begln soon

NEW DELHI

he process of form-
ing 2 new govern-
ment led by Naren-
dra Modi was set in

Wednesday. with the
parties . o(lhe National De-
DAY

un;u\lrnousl) passing a re-
solution electing him their
leader at a meeting at the
Prime Minister’s official

ressden:
In all, 21 NDA leaders
signed the resolution,

which appreciated Mr. Mo-
di’s efforts in nation-build-
ing, welfare of the poor.

and ent, adding
that they were all partners
in that effort.

“After a very long gap, of
almost six decad.

absolute majority for the
third

WASHINGTON
US. President Jos Siden on

on migrants seeking andum oo
the U.S.-Mexico as th
Wihite House tries to neutralise
immigration az a political
tiability. » PAGE 12
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Beginning today,
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shing a series
of artic .bb» DS-

s
the 2024 Lok Sabha
election results based
on their post-poll
survey.
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the resolution read.

was artend-
ed by BJP president LP.
Nadda, BIP leaders Amit
Shah and Rajnath Singh,

and the BJP-s allies, includ-
ing Janata DakU) chief Nit-
ish Kumar, Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) supremo N.

ndrababu Naidu. Shiv

Murmau dissolved the 17th
Lok Sabha on Wednesday
after the recommendation
of the Union Cabinet. Ear-

unlheconluunofthcne\\ s

—_ ey
allics 2t his residence in New Delhi on Wednesday.am

lier in the day, the Prime
Minister tendered his resig-
nation, al wi
Council of Mitgstars, to the
She accepted the resig-
nation and requested that
Mr. Modi and his Council
of unil

claim to form the govern-
men: re the President.

Mediation time
Win e BID falling 32

the new government as-
sumes office.

dorse the frer

ings with alliance partners
to hammer out the details.
r. Modi's swearing-in
78 Hkely take place over
ime

Minister has a preference

Nu\ parlurnenlar)

for june 9, but that is also
the day that Chandrababu
wante: is own

source.
Mr Naidu met BJP lead-
er Piyush Goyal after the
NDA meeth sources
saying that Mr. Naidu's
asks~  revolved
Central aid for Andhra
Pradesh.
“The alliance Is strong.
We are still working out a
formula for Ministerial
berths etc.” said a senior

to jour-
nalists after the meetings,

ally. JDCU) leader Rajeev
i aleo released

a statement saying h

ty stood with the NDA

a rock™

is par-
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Will first set
the house in
order: Naidu

ViAYAWADA

A day after the TDP-BIP-Ja-
nasena Party alliance won
the Assembly and Lok Sab-
ha elections in Andhra Pra-
desh. national presi-
drababu Naidu

was to set the house in or-
der_ ~The [State] economy
is on the brink of collapse.
narural

It

¥adav 2nd other

EW DELHL

Calling the June 4 results a

“appropriate

steps" at the ~appropriate

~ to realise the peo-

Pple’s desire not to be raled
EJ;

confdence motion in Par-
nt. which could pos-
sibly offer them an open-
ing.
salnaj ad.l l”any resi-
Yada

al general secretary Abh-

ishek Banerjee was the
one to claim that a few
elected BJP MPs are in
touch with his party.
There were a few feeble

< on necessity for
a convener, but this con-
ver: n dominate
o ourse as few lead-

rse
ers pointed out that the

INDIA decides to
keep doors open
for Naidu, Nitish

Upbeat camp: Rahul Gandhi, Sharad Pawar, Sanjay Raut, Akhilesh
teaders of the INDIA bloc 3t Mallikarjun Kharge's
residence in New Celhi on Wednesday.

S AR VERMA

bloc had already anointed

There was little intros-
on the losses faced

ing. The leaders instead
s ol el

winners, with one
ot lohders particularly
pointing out the victory of
Awdesh Prasad. a Dalit
leader, who won the Faiza-
bad Lok

Stalin was applauded for
clean sweep in the State for
the bloc

Joint resolution
‘At the end of the meeting.
Mr. Kharge read out the
joint resobution. king
the people of India for the
“overwhelming support re-
cefved” by the alliance.
“The peoplcmandate has
given a befitting reply
the BJP and thelr polltics o of
hate, corruption
privation. This s a ponncal
and moral defeat of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
This is_a mandate in
fence of the Constitution of
india and against price
rise. unemployment and
Srony capisalism of the Mo-
4i government”

The resolution also
pledged to continue their
fight against the “fascist
rule of BJP~. “We will take
appropriate steps at the ap-

propriate to realise
the people’s desire not to
be ruled by Ps go-
vernment,” Mr. Kharge

Facing political irrelevance,
Ajit Pawar skips NDA meet

s it Baner!
PUNE

Cracks have begun to ap-
pear within the ruling Ek-

Path Shinde led Mahayuet
coalition in ashtra,
after uty Chief Mindste:

ngress
Barty (NCP) leader Ajic Pa
a key National
Democrarc Allance ;Noa
meeting  in Delhi
Wexdne:

ording to sources, a
sulldng M Ajit, upset over
debacle of his party in
election,
gave the NDA meeﬂng a
His faction of the

che

i

Ag Parmar

NCP managed to wi
the Ratgad Lok Sablia seat
out of the four had
contested.

Mr. Ajit's poor perfor-
mance in the election has
cast a shadow over the fu-

ture of his NCP within the

Fadnavis offers to resign; Opposition calls it ‘drama’

Desl

s
MUMBAT

After the BjP-led coalition

to win

Mr. Ajics biggest loss | only 17 of the 48 ook Sabha
was in the Baramart seat, seals n ll‘a. B
where his wife Sunetra Pa- + Devendes Pacareis
war was trounced by his erea'es resign a6 the De.

of NCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar.
Following the defeat, re-

v accusing the BJP and
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde’s Shiv Sena of not
campaigning wholeheart-
edly for Ms. Pawar, dub-
bing her loss “a betrayal

puty Chief

State is scheduled less than

This election, Mahayu-
o's  performance

~1 take responsibility for
the results in Maharashtra,
as 1 was leading the party. 1
request my top bosses to
relieve me from_govern
mental | responsibilities,
and let me work for the
party for the upcoming As-
sembly election.~ he zaid
after attendis me
With top leaders to analyse
the poll results. The As-
sembly election in

iaha Vikes Agha-
< (hI\A) which includes

ats, reflecting
Slenificant gaina for the ab
lance. The

got
nine seats and the NCP

Devendra Fadnanis
(Sh:u'ad Pawar) secured

Thief Minister Eknath
shinde said de-

narrative that the Constitu-
ton will change hurt us.
shout-

ters kept them away from
power. Modiji has a deve-
lopment agenda that could
not be countered.” he said.

“We wor -
the past and we will keep
on worl e future.

age us;
He said they would review
the reason for the defeat_

. says Congress
The O

feat is a collective responsi-
bility. ~If you look at the
vote share. Mahayuri re-
ceived more than two lakh
votes in Mumbai. The false

said Mr. Fadnavis's od'er
was a “drama’, was
Prime Ministcr Narendra

sald coordinaton issues
exist with Mr. Shinde and
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar of the NCP.
Congress said Mr.
Fadnavis was running an
nconstitut] govern-
ment- and he had pabiidy

Atul ondhe-patil.

—+




NDA elects Modi as its leader;
talks with allies to begin soon

Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah, Nadda to meet partners on the contours of the new coalition government; NDA parliamentary

party meeting to be held on June 7; swearing-in likely over the weekend; TDP chief reportedly demands Central aid for A.P.

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

he process of form-
T ing a new govern-
ment led by Naren-

dra Modi was set in motion
on Wednesday, with the
parties of the National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA)
unanimously passing a re-
solution electing him their
leader at a meeting at the
Prime Minister’s official
residence.

In all, 21 NDA leaders
signed the resolution,
which appreciated Mr. Mo-
di’s efforts in nation-build-
ing, welfare of the poor,
and development, adding
that they were all partners
in that effort.

“After a very long gap, of
almost six decades, the pe-
ople of India have chosen a
powerful leader with an
absolute majority for the
third consecutive time,”
the resolution read. “We
NDA leaders unanimously
choose Narendra Modi as
our leader;” it said.

The meeting was attend-
ed by BJP president J.P.
Nadda, BJP leaders Amit
Shah and Rajnath Singh,
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Show of strength: Narendra Modi with NDA allies at his resndence in New Delhi on Wednesday.ANI

and the BJP’s allies, includ-
ing Janata Dal(U) chief Nit-
ish Kumar, Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) supremo N.
Chandrababu Naidu, Shiv
Sena chief Eknath Shinde,
Janata Dal(S) leader H.D.
Kumaraswamy, Janasena
Party chief Pawan Kalyan,
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) chief Chirag Paswan,
and Nationalist Congress
Party (Ajit Pawar faction)
leader Praful Patel.
President Droupadi
Murmu dissolved the 17th
Lok Sabha on Wednesday
after the recommendation
of the Union Cabinet. Ear-

lier in the day, the Prime
Minister tendered his resig-
nation, along with his
Council of Ministers, to the
President.

She accepted the resig-
nation and requested that
Mr. Modi and his Council
of Ministers continue until
the new government as-
sumes office.

The path for govern-
ment formation is being
prepared, with a meeting
of the NDA parliamentary
party scheduled for June 7
to allow the MPs to en-
dorse the resolution, after
which Mr. Modi will stake

claim to form the govern-
ment before the President.

Mediation time
With the BJP falling 32
seats short of a full majori-
ty on its own in the Lok
Sabha, the shape of the
new coalition government
will require some media-
tion. According to sources,
Mr. Singh, Mr. Shah and
Mr. Nadda will hold meet-
ings with alliance partners
to hammer out the details.
Mr. Modi’s swearing-in
will likely take place over
the weekend. “The Prime
Minister has a preference

for June 9, but that is also
the day that Chandrababu
Naidu wanted his own
oath-taking ceremony [as
CM of Andhra Pradesh], so
either of them could move
the date,” said a source.

Mr. Naidu met BJP lead-
er Piyush Goyal after the
NDA meeting, with sources
saying that Mr. Naidu’s
“asks” revolved around
Central aid for Andhra
Pradesh.

“The alliance is strong.
We are still working out a
formula for Ministerial
berths etc,” said a senior
BJP leader.

Mr. Naidu spoke to jour-
nalists after the meetings,
reiterating that he was
“firmly” with the NDA.
“Where is the doubt?” he
said, when asked about the
INDIA bloc’s assertions
that he was an unreliable
ally. JD(U) leader Rajeev
Ranjan Singh also released
a statement saying his par-
ty stood with the NDA “like
arock”.

MODI INVITES SRI LANKA PM
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under Jakhu Hill in Shimla

Eimnchsl Pracdesh Chilef Minister Sokindoder
s sabd on

11 Emegin
AT Taclity for A Sadrlonl S
e added.

will also be developed,

Cocaine worth 130 cr. seized

off Gujarat’s Kutch coast

1'hlneenum:ladmed padaels ofcocs.l.ng walued at

Sena (UBT) likely
tO move court over
loss after recount

Smehal Mutla
MUMEAL

The Shiv Sena (UBTI is
mullng cver moving court
after its Mumbal North
West Lok Sabha candidare
Kirtikar bost by a waf-
er-thin margin of 48 vores
to his opponent, Ravindra
Wailcar, of the ruling Shiv

Sena
M. Kirtikar was initially

Eracty ba challenge Aol
irtikar's boos by 48 wotes in
Murmbai Marth West seat

4,52,644 wotes compared

er, after counting 3,04

el hallors, M Watkdr

=merged with a lead of 48

Toass and secmed vicery
a  Anal  cally

Icuﬁcer;cﬁholdrslingam
told The Fiindue

Following Lok Sabha
results, reshufile likely
in BJP’ S Rajasthan umnit

OF the 25 Lok Sabha

FAIEUR
enior Bharatiya Jana-
i@ Pariy (BIP) leaders
in Hajasthan have re-

get new responsibilicy in
New Delhi.

Of the 5 Lok Sabha
seats in Rajasthan, BIF has
won k. == & while
three seats went ers.

oth Mr. Joahi and e

sha

Former Lok Sabha

BJP candidates

seats in victories in 14 while cight were
baggged by lhe(_mm:.utet“um chief challenges CM o accept responsibility

For defeat

defeat of the lone com-

jar (Rajsarman,
ed by the Congress were
clefeared.

Vereran EIF leader and
Agriculture Minister Kirodi
Lal Meena has also created

Janata

Spesier and Party
e Birla, receives his certficate after he won from Kota s

the HIP candidates, mostly

stinister Bhajan Lal r-  siming MPs Sukhbir Singh
ma  have dasted  jaun
P v and Kailash

P
However Mr. Joshi and
Mr. Sharma have not com-
mented on the defear of

Choudhary.
If Mr. Joshi s sent to the
Cenire, the BIF will have to
find a suitable replacement
to head the State unit. The
¢ of general secretary
(organisation) has  also
been hying vacane since the
2023 Assembly election, af-

mer the incumbent office-

bearer. Chandrashekhar,

was sent to Tel
r. Chan

n the

a pre for the State

gone  to

his retsrn to ensure the
party's  arganisatonal
strength_

The Guijars are unhap-
py with the BJP after the

Pradesh Commit-
e Dresiden.(r_:ovlnd i
has  asked M

How consolidation of dominant castes
influenced election results in Karnataka

BENGALURL

The Lok Sabha slection re-

Karnataka have
e up two things in
particular

solidation of the oppressed
asses, In five sears of Ka-
Iyana Karnataka._
in probably a farst in

the EIPs ally Janata Dal ()
remalns strong.

Though and
vokkaligas had rallied be-
hind BID and fanasa Dal (53,
respectively, by the end of
2048 during thé first tenure
of Chief Minister Siddara-

D[S} Ieader 1.0, Kuem
campagrEng

o sn BAP State chief Vi)

EPE—— ijeryendra
for Turmakurs BIF candidate . Somanna. FILE FHIT0

Gowda to the post of the
Prime Minkster.

JID¢S) says that Lingayats
came in support of its (Wolk-

Kaliga) candidates in Man-

between
Vekkaliga candidates, the
HERA rmon thawe

na Karnasaka,
ehue total Aomminance of the

Congress has been arri-
buted to further consolida-
won of Scheduled Castes,

scheduled Tribes, and
nuslim votes in favour of

The absence of Janata
wral (), which would get a
fraction of these wotes, in
the electoral fray led the

electors these ses-
The Congress
This election has see

an increase in the voung

and neigh-

In Maharashitra’s onion
belt, farmers inflict
losses on Mahayuti

aUMBEAL

A kitchen staple, onion,

o
chunk continued W sup-
poTt the B

rage points from the 2019
election.
This slgnificant shift, ac-

cording to the onkon grow-

The alliance

decrease of 27.3
sompared to 2085

ers, is.due to a series of flip-

Omnion Producers Assccia-
esom).

‘Odia asmita’ played a big role in turning the tide in favour of BJP

NEWS ANALYSIS

BEUBANESWAR

The Bharatiya Janata Party
leaders on Tuesday said it

n
rael Clome ade of tonEod
Chier Minister Mavesh Pat.
maik, to rule the State from
behind the scenes, sald BIF

beaders.
President of the HP's
meohan Sa

Chief Minlster's Office after
being posted Mr. Patnaik's
private secretary in 2011, ks

Colebration time: BIF supporiens celebrats the party’s volory i

edisha
ST reamrork, technolo-
EY, transparency, tra

it bnd eae Hmin.

benchmark dec:ld‘lng lhe
performance

Froine eiats amd pro]e:l
execution, was latnche

Assernbly and Lok Sabha elections in Brubaneswar. Ak

reers' did not o dovwrn well
among people.

tions, BiD> had beued & list
of 40 star chﬂllaLgnEls
Howeves, during the cam-
paign wail, only Mr Pat-
naik and Mr. Pa; were

g, he claimed
The hectic

as ordinary politician

More interviews

ouwtnumbered
Chief Mintster. It trigsered
a discussion about the de-

In a stunning upset,
Odisha CM ousted by
former daily wager

HHUBANESWAR

The results of the Odisha
Assembly election. partic-
ularly from the electoral

344
Comsidering the srene
influence of the outzo

Odlisha &M, this defaa‘tand

a stroke of huck: his
clnfnslsl-enl effores 1o sup-

e in need within
e ) K:nuah:n]l constitusn-
oy played a le in
This decisie |-|uuq-,

3 e for surwival

Born into a poor farming

Family, Mr. Bag was one of

six_siblings struggling to

make ends meet. In addi-

tion fo working on his fa-
he

2 Trucit driver for a TeagTe
wage.

Eventually, he became a
daily wage labourer 1o sup-

is ru-

than an upset
The victory of the ds-year-

BIP candidare was
maore than just an election
upset. it delivered 2 power-
ful statement on the nef-
fectiveness of the ermploy-
ment

ammmes iy
B the Bips tanata Dal w
wvernment.

The CM's nomination
from Kantabanil had erig-
gered huge deb:
bour

L i aple
about his plans to address
their ring

Kantabani Is infam

Iy known as a labour mar-
ker where brick kiln

Creishia unit Man Ehe State. M Pandlan wvagan: spending on ad- seen canvassing. tericrating health of Mr. i other States, he has nev-  tors  hire  workers
mal was the first to artack  percepton that no one en-  headed the mnitatiye, sc.  dress [ ewenrs, Asenior BiP leader sald  Pamnaik. dn one of the | er sdmiwed Go dr Over  relatvely low wages. The
the Biju janata Dal (BIDY ov-  jor e criing supreme adminis-  The public spectacle me former time, he managed to im-  region  has  previously
er the ~Pandian ssue~ and and nothing moved in  trative power to review th rapaign proved to be a  Narcendrs Modi raised the | prave his siniaren by pur.  made headlines for unfor.
stare © Odia Asmita Odisha  withour b projects across Al alone while people's repre.  blessing in disguise, The health iasie, which ap- | chasing trucks. In 205334, tunate reasons such. as
would be the party's main  approval. departments. sentarives were b more he campalgned, the  peared to have worked in | he Hled an IT remirn an the  starvation deaths and child
podl plank. I 2009, a new inktiative, The turning point came rode of “wolun- more votes BJD starved Los- the BIP"s favosr. income of $4.89 wafficking.
e e e T R e T e e e e e e e e e T
cn . s



Sena (UBT) likely
to move court over
loss after recount

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

The Shiv Sena (UBT) is
mulling over moving court
after its Mumbai North
West Lok Sabha candidate
Amol Kirtikar lost by a waf-
er-thin margin of 48 votes
to his opponent, Ravindra
Waikar, of the ruling Shiv
Sena.

Mr. Kirtikar was initially
declared the winner on
Tuesday by a margin of
600 votes over Mr. Waikar,
the sitting MLA from Jo-
geshwari, but the latter
won the seat after a
recount.

“The counting process
had issues. First the EVM
votes were counted and
then postal ballots,” Sena
(UBT) leader Uddhav
Thackeray said. The Sena
(UBT) is also likely ap-
proach the President over
the ‘unfairness’ of Election
Commission’s functioning.

According to election of-
ficials, Mr. Waikar’s polling
agents raised objections af-
ter Mr. Kirtikar’s victory,
leading to a recount of
9,51,582 EVM votes. Mr.
Kirtikar still led by one vote
after the recount. Howev-
er, after counting 3,049
postal ballots, Mr. Waikar
emerged with a lead of 48
votes and secured victory
with a final tally of

|-

1 L
Party to challenge Amol
Kirtikar’s loss by 48 votes in
Mumbai North West seat.

4,52,644 votes compared
to his opponent’s 452,596.
Shiv Sena (UBT) polling
agents then alleged techni-
cal errors in three voting
machines and claimed a
discrepancy between their
count and that of the Elec-
tion Commission, but offi-
cials of the polling body
dismissed these claims.

‘Seat stolen’
“Kirtikar’s seat was not
won but stolen by the rul-
ing party candidate,” Shiv
Sena (UBT) leader Sanjay
Raut said on Wednesday.
“After the election,
anyone who is aggrieved
over the results can file a
petition with the court
within 45 days as all the
EVMs in the country are
stored in the strongroom,”
Maharashtra Chief Electo-
ral Officer S. Chokkalingam
told The Hindu.
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SEBI mandates
direct payout
of securities

Safe, secure: Currently, securities are pooied by broker
20d then credited to dient demat accounts. FEUTERS

The SEBI has made the process of securities

payout directly to the client

account mandatory

from October 34. This is to protect clients”

credited to the respective client demat accounts.

Client h'y
As per lhe new pi

the securities for

pavout will be credited ¢ dlrecd)' to the respective
aring

client’s demat account by
corporations (CCs).

CCs will provide a mechanism for trading or
clearing members to identify unpaid securities
and funded stocks under the margin trading
facility. The trading members will handle
shortages arising due to inter-se netting of

tages)

clients shor
through the process of auction as specified by
©Cs. 1n such cases, the brokers shall not levy any
charges on (he client over and above the charges

levied by the

The proposal was discussed at the meeting of
wi

the
Broker's Industry sundaxds Forum,
with the st.

th the

and
©Cs, and
shan

be formulate.

d by the Broker's
Forum (on a pilot basis) by August
(The

writer is with The Hindu buj.inmﬂnz)

Gridlock-loving markets tussle with
‘super majorities’ in elections

s what's clear from the elections in Mexico and

India is that not all h:g rn.uorme are treated equally. not all are necessarily negative for investors and they can deliver seismic price moves

o and India_and possibly
instructive for U.S. and
Britsh elecnans ahead—is
not all big majorities are
treated equally. not all are
sarily negative for in-
e100E Rid they can deliv-

minded
politics

sules initially threw up two
surprises for markets—
not the votes in
Mexice and India, but the
scale of their victories.
Claudia _ Sheinbaum’s
in Mexico

s liamentary
majority for her left-wing
Morena party that could al-

low it to govern, spend and
e consunnlan

virtually unoppos:
Ma.rkels ba.lked at the

ding a super-
Strong peso Mnto a tallepin
of almost 5% and knocking

l%i

House and Se-

about
tax and government over-
sight along with skepticism

But, this
week's examples, its not
always so clear how that

for July 4, &
throwing up some eye-
popping estimates from in-

coming opinion polls.
the opposition

- | lsbour Partyis almost cer-

= tain to take power for the

= first cime in 14 years on an

Hazy picture: It is not always so clear how imvestors’ preferences will play cut in practice. REUTESS ntroversial manifesto,
recent polling suggests it

back Mexico's stock mar- seen volatility levels surge.  could secure r 194
ket by more than 6% on QQ tmplied inthe seat majort:

Monday.  Some  soothing
noises from Sheinbaum
and Mexico's finance mi
nister on fiscal restraint
have since calmed invest

horses, and the inftial 1

pect.
Burt in a stark contrast,
india’s rupee cimbed and
stock markets surged to re-
o mghs after weekend
s suggested Naren-

Sra Modis Bjp-ied aliance
would be re-elected and
could secure a “super ma-

rity” there.
Within 24 hours, as offi-
d

e biggest one.
thdrawal of foreign insti-

The spike in market

persist. could well be the
bigzest ne
overseas investors

tutional money on record.
Such opposite

the

soared back above 16% to
ch

ughtly con-
olied by its central bani
Indias rupee was calmer.
But 10-day realised stock
markee volatility has just

of ta:
Terichillcien wrae remarkable.

ited are rooted
In the poi polnil:s of the res-

exposure to foreign mvest-
ment.

But what's not in doubt
fs how the dalitance with
unfettes t has

jumped to its highest since

the hit in 20,
And the spike in volatili-

ty in both countries, u‘ it

e
seeming prefe-
rence for legislative stasis
and split ernments is
often  cited
based ‘on mix of fears

y—its
Labour has been favou-
rite in betting markets all

nate suggest the issue of
super majorities is far from

three house:

2020 y
so terrible for anyone hold-
ing the dollar and Wall
Street stocks. The S&PS00

1%,
ock matters
most. however, is in the

question about whether a

majority of the scale sug-

gested by the latest polls
abour into

five years and at least lift
UK policy uncertainty to
some d

As to arguably the mast
globally influential elec-
tions of the vear for the
u. i

bond X 10-year
Treasury yields were in-
deed higher in the first
year after both 2016 and
2020 polls. And yet. gri-
lock ‘now kely stymies

moves Is far less obvious.

(The opinions expressed
here are those of the author,
a colummist for Reutersy

A picture in contrast

Privileged class: Peopic take
multiply, stmost S05%

of s 1 4 billion population ear

es in front of 3 musical fountain in a shopping mall, in Patna, in Bihar. Even as India’s millionaires
55 than the average annual income of around $2,770, according to 3 World
Imequality Lab study. The richest 1% own moce than 40% of the country’s wealth, while the bottom 509 of earners own only 3% AP

World’s richest have never been so
wealthy, says Capgemini in study

e

The world has never had

tion, accor to consult-
ing firm Capgemini.
Their _ total _wealth

the previous year, accord.
the annual World

For equality:
on making rich pay ther fair share

The number of HNWIs
e

ni began the annual study

in 1997
Their fortunes have ri-
sen as stock markets have
: New York's tech-

izing globel wealth and inequality fuelled debates
of taxes. GETTY MAGES WA AFP

M;n

r Nusdaq aurged 43¢

S&P 500
gained 24%. The Paris CAC
&0 grew 16X while the

fallen by more than 3% in

and improved fortunes for
major investment sectors
o reverse the falloff.” the

said.
“Despite ongoing inter-
est rate uncertainty an

urge
market. fueled by enthu-

for r: Aland
its potenual impact on the

The trimber of HNWI
and their wealth had each

have fuelled debates
& the rich pay their
fair share of ta.

Mexico, South Africa and India deliver a shock to markets

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
LONDON

A Clobbering for South
Africa’s, Mexico's and eve:

unexpected uppercut in

scored a landslide win in
india’s marathon elections
sent its
sprawling.
The peso fell 15% to just
shy of 18 to the U.S. dollar
c

equity markets

one point as traders con-
Houea to fret  the
ramifications of the re-
sounding win for the Clau-
dia Sheinbaum-led MORE-

worst month since a 173%

Pl at the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic in
March 2020.

South Africa’s rand,
which has also been

the prospect of a potential-
Iy fraught coalition govern-
ment after a poor election
showing from the ruling

the importance of poli
risk events,” sald Graham

Stock, a senior emesging

market sovereign strategist
a luebay et
B ment.

these
events with a base case,
Dumt i you underestimats

Election shocker: Three slections have triggered the most dramatic market reactions 3o far. REUTERS

the tails and they material-

all held mmportant elec-
tions this year but this

week's trio have triggered

almost 6% on Tuesday in
what was their heaviest fall
since COVID rout-a

mowe all the more jarring
afer they had hi Tecord

With over half the votes

Prime  Minister  Modi
looked set 1o lose his ma-
questions

he spearheads will
nd more on welfare

measures rather than in-

frasn'u(:ure ami reforms.

ople got overexcited,” said
Ashmore’s Head Re-
search, Gustavo Medeiros,
referring to the recent re-

cord highs.
International nvestors
have been buying into both

el
India and Mexico over the

that they had been suscep
tble to 4 selloff, he added.
But he said it was reassur-
ing that there had been no

1-_mnm,~ Global sald that
ficule bt pocentially ben benel—
icial changes to la;

were now “off the table™.
Whiplash

“The India stock market
reaction today was the
classic whiplash where pe-

real

In terms of Mexico, he
cautioned that the “win-
dow concern™
stull be ahead,

Come September, out-
going president Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador will
be in his last weeks of pow-
er and could try to use MO-
RENAS new “super majorl-
W hrough

previously rejected consti-
tusional chai

The election campaign
in the nel ing U.S.
will also be ramping up

and Kieran s, who
heads EM local awrrency
debr for EM-focused fund
manager rdn, thinks that
is now the big crunch vote
to watch for in analysing
emerging markets.

‘With the unpredictable
Donald Trump promising
harsh new trade tariffs and



World’s richest have never been so
wealthy, says Capgemini in study

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

The world has never had
so many rich people and
their investments in soar-
ing stock markets have
made them wealthier than
ever recorded, according
to a study published on
Wednesday.

The number of “high
net worth individuals”
(HNWI) — defined as peo-
ple with liquid assets of at
least $1 million — rose by
5.1% last year to 22.8 mil-
lion, according to consult-
ing firm Capgemini.

Their total wealth
reached $86.8 trillion in
2023, a 4.7% increase from
the previous year, accord-
ing to the annual World
Wealth Report.

2 =N
& THE PLAZA ‘fj NEW YORK &5
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For equality: Rising global wealth and inequality fuelled debates

on making rich pay their fair share of taxes. GETTY IMAGES VIA AFP

The number of HNWIs
and their total wealth are
the highest since Capgemi-
ni began the annual study
in 1997.

Their fortunes have ri-
sen as stock markets have
surged: New York’s tech-

heavy Nasdaq surged 43%
in 2023 while S&P 500
gained 24%. The Paris CAC
40 grew 16% while the
Frankfurt DAX advanced
by 20 percent.

The number of HNWI
and their wealth had each

fallen by more than 3% in
2022, a year of macroeco-
nomic uncertainty and ge-
opolitical tensions, the re-
port said. The decline in
the wealth was the steep-
est in a decade as equities
fel. “However, 2023
brought economic growth
and improved fortunes for
major investment sectors
to reverse the falloff,” the
report said.

“Despite ongoing inter-
est rate uncertainty and
rising bond yields, equities
surged along with the tech
market, fueled by enthu-
siasm for generative Al and
its potential impact on the
economy.” Rising wealth
and inequality in the world
have fuelled debates on
making the rich pay their
fair share of taxes.



A picture in contrast

Privileged class: People take selfies in front of a musical fountain in a shopping mall, in Patna, in Bihar. Even as India's millionaires
multiply, almost 90% of its 1.4 billion population earns less than the average annual income of around $2,770, according to a World
Inequality Lab study. The richest 1% own more than 40% of the country's wealth, while the bottom 50% of earners own only 3%. AP
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26-vear-old Swe

dish rapper shot

dead in ‘gang conflict. say poli

Palau President confirms ‘major”

cvberattack. points finger at China

W %

Police officers in the Philippines
arrested for kidnapping 4 tourists

[
Masiad 26 year-old rapper C.Cambing — whoss rest nama i Karar
hias been kil

Ramadan

od in 2 gang shnwng in Gothenburs. the
Swedizh police said on Wednesday. The

-~
Palaass President Surangel Whipps on Wednesday said the tiny

country, one of Taiwan's few diplomatic allies, had sul

Fiered 2 major

cyberattack, pointing 2 finger at China. The documents

Four police officers assigned in the Philippine capital region have

been arrested for kidna)

For ransom that victmized four
foreign — three Chinese and a Malaysian — tourist:
freea

=2, officiats said on

inMarch and later

the dark

soun

OragonForce claimed resporsibifty for the hack.

after payment of 3

2.5-milkon-peso {$43.100] rarsom. A

-~

Russian cosmonaut becomes the
first to spend 1.OOO days in space

A 59.year-old Russian cosmonaut has become the frst person to
2pend 1,000 duys n space, Russisn space agency Ruscosmo said
e

Station dating back to

Tomdmy, haviees rsde fove § Journeys &> s s space

Biden rolls out asylum restrictions
to help ‘gain control’ of the border

The order will

into effect when the number of border encounters betw:

¢ hits 18] migrants
who arrive at the border but do not express fear of returning to their home countries will be sub;u:t o lmed.l.nc removal

WASHINGTO!

rasidarit Jou: Kiden
Tuesda

grants seeking asylu
the U.S_-Mexico bo(del’ as
the White House tries to
neutralise immigr; asa
political liability ahead of
the November elections.

overwhelmed. The Demo-
cratic had con-

Stuck midway: Migrants seeking ssylum in the U.S. being watched

for months after the col-
lapse of a bipartisan bor-
der security deal in Con-
gress that most Republican

at the

templated unilateral action

behest of former President

by the Texas National Guard, on the bark of the Rio Grande. AFP

rump, the
sumpxme COP presidential
nominee.

Mr. Biden said he pre-
ferred more lasting action
via legislation but “Repu-

bncans have

his order was “all for
show~ stead of chelr june
27 presidential deba

er will go inio ef-
fect when the number of
border encounters bet-
ween ports of entry hits
2,500 per day. according

Israel prepared for Lebanon
border operation: Netanyahu

JERUSALEM

Prime Minister Benjamin

" of-
ficials.

Once this order is in ef-
fect. migrants who arrive
at the border but do not ex-
press fear of returning to
their home wll

Netanyahu said on Wed-
nesday thatr israel was
for a very in-
ation™ along the
border with n,
where Israell troops have
ged near-daily fire

with He: fighters.

be subject to immediate re-
moval from the United
States, within a matter of

higher standard than cur-
rently used.

Hamas ally “have lnzen.st
fied over the weel
repeated Tcaeii
Strikes deeper into Leba-
nese territos
“We are prepared for a
very intense operation in

Netanyahu said during a vi-

sit to the border area ear-

lier on Wednesday.
Hezbollah sald later it

Benjamin Netamyaha

launched several attacks

Nafeali

Itamar Ben Gvir and Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich have both called

in recent days for urgent
action to restore security
o northern tstael.

“They burn us here, all
zboilah h

bar. Smotrich said on
Monday: “We must move
security strip from in-
side Israell territory in the
Gl i wities

er side of the Litani river,”
nearly 30 kilometres norch
of the border.
e violence since early
October has killed at least
455 people in Lebanon,
mus(ly fighters but lndud-
civilians, acc:
©"a tally. On the Israck
side, at least 34 soldsers and
1 civilians have been
killed, as per the Army.

Western Europeans
question reliability of
United States: survey

France Presse
WASHINGTON

Only a tiny number of peo-
ple in Britain, France and
Germany put great faith in
the United States to gua-
rantee their security over
the coming decade, a sur-
vey said on Wednesday,
abead of an election in
which Donald Trump has
thr

fellow at the insttute, said

after two years of Presi-
dent Joe Biden staunchly
backing Ukraine against
Russian invasion.

Reason for doubts

own on

The Eurasia Group's In-

stitute for Global Affairs, in
wes:

of European security over
the next decade. com-
pared with 24% of Ameri-
cans who believed their
country was very reliable.
Mark Hannah, a senior

States has o
the extent it has, and yet
only 6% of Western

the United States was very
reliable, is remarkable and
shows this lack of certainty

Mr. Hannah, for-
merly worked In Demo-
cratic Party polit r

NATO and assistance to Uk-

Spiritual journey

raine as and un-
fair to the United States.

The faithiul pray arcund the Kasba, Isiam's b
ahead of the annual Haj pilgrimage. AP

sest shrine, 2t the Grand Mosque in Mecca on Tuesday as pilgrims arive

China lashed out at the Un-
ited States on Wednesday
after Washington's top di-
plomat Antony  Blinken
vowed never to forget the
crackdown in Tiananmen
Square 35 years ago.
m move of the U.S.
interferes _with
e internal affairar
Forelgn Ministry spokes-
rson Mao Ning said.

pposes

led upon the Un-
ited States to “stop provok-
ing ideological confronta-
tion, and stop interfering

China's internal affairs
etext of hu-

peRcaml piviests i el

ing’s Tiananmen Square on
June 4, 1989, quelling huge,

China accuses U.S.
of interfering after
Tiananmen remarks

= k=
Mac Ning
weeks- demonstra-
tions anding greater

exact toll is un-
known but hundreds died,
with some estimates put-
ting the figure at more than
1.000 people
China’s leaders have
since sought to erase any
public mention of the
crackdown.
On Tuesday, Mr. Blinken
— who has visited Beijing

men Square a “massacre”.

Use of German-made weapons by
Ukraine a ‘dangerous step’: Putin

ST PETERSBURG

Russian president Viadimir
Germany on
Wednesday that the use
its weapons by Ukraine 1o
strike targets in Russia
would mark a “dangerous

step” and ruin relations
between  Berlin  and
AMosc

o
Germany joined the Un-
fted States recently in auth-
orising Ukraine to hit some
targets on Russian soil with
the longrange weapons
they are supplying to Kyfv.

The deliveries of Ger-

cm

*

man tanks to Ukraine

ns.” he said.

othing will
Taking questions from in-
ternational journalists for
the first time since his in-
auguration last month to a

Trump wins the American

presidential election in
November.

Mr. Pu Mr.
Trump”

tast

week was the usuk of “the

use of th

part of the internal polit
strugele”.

e saastiis’  Vaadiae
faced questions from se-
nior news leaders of inter-

Afth term, Mr. Putin also Mr. used the
said nothing will change in  annual forum as a s
terms of Russia-US. rela- for tous msh'
tons of and seeking
Joe Biden or Donald investors.

After losing majority in election, South Africa’s ANC
talking to all parties keen to be part of government

Beuters
JOHANNESBURG
'l"he - African

Potisical
e
government, the party’s
spokesperson said on wed-
nesday after ix lost its ma-
m week's
elec(lon.

The ANC, which Is sull
the langest party but can

Arenacd whot it Aescrbed

as the urgent need to
the current

Africa since Nelson Mande-

sérican Naticest Con,

ngress
speaks 1o the media in Johannesburg on w«anesa., REUTERS

1a led it to power in the
1994 elections that marked
the end of apartheid, but
voters punished it this time
over persistent poverty

and joblessness. rampant
crime. corruption and fre-

ques e s.
Vorers. pollt-:l.ans and
financi markets have

been on tenterhooks for

<lues as to which party or

parties will form the next
mational government.

engu-Motsirt sald

the ANC had held mectings

with the free-marketeer

arxist
Freedom Fighters (EFF),

rvative
Inkatha Freedom Party
aFP) and two smaller

parties.
sShe added that it had
Spproachsd uMkhonto s
Sizwe (MK), a party
former President pcob Zu-
ma, but had ebuffe
Amx



MOSCOW
Russian cosmonaut becomes the

first to spend 1,000 days in space

A

A 59-year-old Russian cosmonaut has become the first person to
spend 1,000 days in space, Russian space agency Roscosmos said
on Wednesday. Oleg Kononenko achieved the milestone on
Tuesday, having made five journeys to the International Space
Station dating back to 2008. ar



Launch

Launch pad

Mass

Length

Width

Pressurised
volume

Atmospheric
pressure

Perigee
altitude

Apogee
altitude

Orbital
inclination

Orbital speed

Orbital
period

Orbits per
day

Orbit epoch

Days in orbit

Days
occupied

Orbital decay

il

20 November 1998 (25 years ago)

Baikonur, Site 1/5, Site 200/39,
Site 31/6 and Site 81/23
Kennedy, LC-39 and CCSFS, SLC-40

450,000 kg (990,000 Ib)L°!

109 m (358 ft) (overall length), 94 m
(310 ft) (truss length)!*!

73 m (239 ft) (solar array length)!*]
1,005.0 m? (35,491 cu ft)*]

101.3 kPa (14.7 psi; 1.0 atm)
79% nitrogen, 21% oxygen
413 km (256.6 mi) AMSLP!
422 km (262.2 mi) AMSL®!

51.64°[5]

7.67 km/s; 27,600 km/h; 17,100 mph (6]

92.9 minutes!”!
156.55]

16 August 16:19:30/°

25 years, 6 months, 16 days
(6 June 2024)

23 years, 7 months, 3 days
(6 June 2024)

2 km/month






- Launched on

Z.2 20 November, 1988
from Kazakhstan

E%Agencies involved
C It serves as a

€ usa-nNasa
@ EUROPE -ESA
XA JAPAN - JAXA

€ CANADA- CSA
A’ RUSSIA- ROSCOSMOS

\
It is expected to

International Space Station
Largest modular space station in low Earth orbit also the largest human made structure in space

Mission life

operate till
2030.

O Orbit

It orbits LEO of earth at an
average altitude of 400 km
and circles the globe every

90-93 minutes

K
@% Components

Station is divided into two
sections:

The Russian Orbital Segment
(ROS), operated by Russia.

The United States Orbital
Segment (USOS), run by the

Significance

microgravity and space
environment research

laboratory

More than 3,000

experiments have been
conducted aboard ISS.

— A
mmam |ndia’s mission

India plans to have own space
station by 2035 which would
weigh 20 tonnes.

Would orbit an altitude of 400 km
above earth, where astronauts
could stay for 15-20 days.

NASA and ISRO to launch a joint
mission to ISS in 2024.

United States and other
countries.

“/ Notable success

Medical discovery- Advancements
in osteoporosis treatments and
understanding muscle atrophy.

Dark matter— Alpha Magnetic
Spectrometer (AMS), which is
intended to detect dark matter

2 ., size

S

Weighs almost
450 tonnes




It started with Russia launching its Zarya module on November
20 YEARS OF 20, 1998, and US following up with its own Unity component. The
LIVI NG IN TH E two combined in low orbit to create the world's most expensive
platform, the International Space Station. As the collaboration
SKY WITH l Ss between the Cold War foes celebrates its 20th year, here’s a look
at what makes it tick

16 countries involved in the bulldmg ofISS US, Russia, Belgium, Brazi, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany,

N, Nethe \ds, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Sv

4'19725@ 11960 | 77love 1230

How muc ISS we«ghs. That includes | Itis the single-most | The speed at which ISS travels, | People from 18 nations have visited
the weight of up to six spacecraftit | expensive object fast enough to go to the moon | the ISS and it has been continuously
can accommodate at any one time ever built by man and back in a single day occupied since November 2000

Birthday present : SPACE HOME COMES WITH
To mark its 20th year, the ISS is getting as a GYM, GREAT VIEWS

present a refabricator, which is a hybrid recycler
and 3D printer that melts plastics down so that
new tools can be created

b ISS has six sleeping quarters, a gym

Land a 360-degree bay window, but only two
Ebathrooms. There are no chairs; astronauts

“float gently in zero gravity

“» Crew members need to work out in the
station's gym for at least two hours a day
to make up for the loss of bone and muscle
mass and maintain the normal bodily
health they would experience on Earth

» The water recovery system on board
also recycles urine

» Software on board the 1SS monitors
350,000 sensors checking in on crew health
and safety. The station meanwhile carries

50 computers and about 13 km of wire
Source: The Independent

Itis the
third brightest
object in the
night sky after the
moon and
Venus

Ql‘-;_;y-" -
e —
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The treatment ivolves injecting 2 modified virus into the

car that smuggle:

= working version of OTOF gene. AFP.

Gene therapy offers
hope for children
with hearing disability

Zhu Yangyang babbles away like a typical hap;
calling out for “mama~ and |

three-year-old.

papa”

and accurately naming colours — a remarkable
ring he was with-

out hearing just monh
He is one of fiv
thro

s ago.
e chilliirer: whose heanng was
v gene O

era-

Py In a clinical trial lod by Chinase and Anerican

researchers, offering hope

ferlin, which is needed for
ear vital for hear!
The

for those born with a
This

of the OTOF

gene.
e the protein oto-
hair cells in the inner

i I e T e i e b woﬂnng
OTOF

versson of the
¥

any r
moved to tears when she realised, aroun:

Chang Yiyi says she was

und three

weeks after the treatment last September, that he

could hear her.
The resuhs of the study

was published in N’av

ture

“This is

turning point- Zheng Vi Chen, the study s sentor

author at tl
Bye and Ear, said, adding
conduc!

ing clinical trials wi
approval.

the uuonweabody Laboratories at Mass

that companies were
ith goal of

Imoving towards regulacory

“If the results hold. without any complications,

1shink in three to five years, i may be a medically
roduct,” he added.

approved p

Europe marks SO years of Normandy
Iandings under the shadow of Ukraine

UsS. President Joe Biden joins a host of world leaders i

a state visit to France to remember the Allied

who gave their lives fighting Nazi

occupation, as Ukraine continues to battle Russia’s invasion: German and Italian leaders to attend the ceremony in a sign of postavar reconciliation

France Presse
PARES

_S. President Joe Bi-

den on Wedn.
state visit
to France marking

British King Charles 11l and

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau. Mr. Biden
will on Thursday remem-
ber the heroism of the Al-
lied troops who gave their
lives far from home in the
landings on june 6, 1944, to
free Europe from Nazi
occupati

For Klng Charles. it will
Tla_fiwe oversens sk
since his ca diagnosis.
While the sacrifice of Al-
led soldiers will be centre

Gl : Paratroope

came known as “the lon-

lecs, artillery and aircraft
are!

operations hat parachut-
ed roops directly onto oc-
cupied soil, were the big-
gest naval operation ever
in terms of the number of
ships deployed and the
troops invol

By the end of what be-

of the end
The landings marked the
beginning of the end of the
Nazi occupation of Europe,
though months of intense
and bloody fAghting still re-
mained ahead before final
victory over the regime of
Adolf Hitler.

. Ma-
cron pay tribute to French
victims of Nazi occupation,

including 70 members of
the French Resistance exe-
cuted by the Germans at
the Caen prison in Nor-
mandy on D-Day.
The soOth

rious a rs fromn the British, Belgian, Canadian and U.S. military take part in a parachute
Grom 1o the feids of Sannenvlle in France on Wednesdsy to re-enact the D-Day Lsndings. GETTv WAGES.

tional alliances during his

state wisit unsil

& himsel u.@mg
election rival and former
President Donald

The most honoured
Suests will be the surviving
veterans: are

ted, a number that is
dwindling every year with
ast in their late

a ceremo-
oy m snmmy to honour

nch paratroopers in the
British Dpecial Al Service
(SAS) who died during the
bastle to retake France.

honour Emile
Botetard. who died after
he was parachuted into
German-held Plumelec on
the night of june S, 1944,
and is believed to be the
first French casualxy of the

ding oper:

Critical moment
Mr. Biden. Mr. Macron
and Mr. Zelenskyy will be

wea.
pons to strike targets in
Russia. France push-
ing for the deployment of
European military instrisc-

tors i Ukraine.
Welcoming veterans as
they arrived by air in Nor-
the French leader’s

media piatform X . “I am
glad we won the war~ one
lnl!ovtvr toid her. “Oh yes
she replied in e
ush clasping his hand
1en.vem

edhya.ll(hen\alngueslsm

H) ing zboard Alr Force
Mr. Biden
Sown at parls orly airport
and was welc by
Prime Minister (.abrkl Ar-
tal. Mr. Biden was akso ex-
pecs e Un-

s raged in Ukraine since  the West that Russia could  man bunkers ac-
Russia’s February 24, 2022,  be gaining an upper hand  tacked by US. (roops n
invasion will alsy be at the i the war Without a sienii-  daring assault during the
wi jcant o
1y Ze  help dom and democracy.
lenskyy also artending an U.S. National Security Mr. Biden will continue
T o et with Me. Advisor Joke Sullivan ol the trip i Paris on Sae:
Biden, to the to  day with the first state visit

‘White No\se.

No official from Russia
has been invited. after Pa-
ris reversed plans
lowerlevel representatives
n of the Sovi

o
fted States as a defender of
democracy and interna-

Union's immense contribu-
tion in Second World War.

Paris that Mr. Biden would
tell Mr. Zelenskyy ~how we
can continue and de
our u

ing troops to Ukraine, a po-

up the visit
on Sunday.

U.S., S. Korea
fly precision
bombing drill
after 7 years
Associated Press

The United Stmen flew a

precision guided bombt
drill with South Korea in
seven years, South Korea

tensions are rising ower
North Korea’s recen!

launches of

ing balloons toward South

then the * joint de-
e, according to
the South Korean Defence

Covering up

ractors and trucks prepare layers of garbage at a tandfal in Scasilia, Brazil on Tuesday. 4>

HRW says Israel used white
phosphorous in Lebanon

BEIRUT

The Human Rights Watch
GIRW). in_a report pu-
blished on Wednesday. ac-

lsrael of using whire
phospl incendiary
Ehells on residential buila.
ings in at least five towns
and villages in conflice-hit
southern Lebanon. possi-
bly harming civilians and

Ashollvth whiite phosphorus from the tsraell astilery snplodes

aver 2 house in al

stan, Lebanon, on October 15, 2023 a8

sidential areas in Kfar Kila,
aly.

ries due to whi pho- The HRW in-  Mays abal. Boustan,
rusinLebanon, but thatre-  cludes interviews with  Markaba, and Alta
searchers ki ~heard e‘gm n 1-Sh.

possi- Lebanon, and #s  report. HRW
bie cempicatory he group said it has veri- called on the Tahanese go-

damage”
white-hot chemical

shells are not use:
sely populated areas, sub-
Ject to certain excep

fied almost 47 photos and

red med-

vernment to allow the In-
temational Criminal Court

prose-
b erave international
crimes” within Lebanon
since October 2023, after

Gaza

broke out. “Israel’s recent
use of white phosphorus in
Leb: should

other countries to take im-

corted by Korean
Jets, the first such
drill for a U.S. bomber

fighter jets also conducted
live-firing exercises to de-
monstrate the country's
readiness to punish North
Korea if prmbkzd it sald.
North Ko is extreme-
Iy sensitive to drills wsing

DAKAR

‘When armed men entered

placed are children. Many

mited and children are of-

safi's village
Burkina Faso and began

2

guilt of survival — aﬁex ill-

Ing her husband and other
Iatives.

ten for
treatment.

“People often think that
the children
nothi

said Rudy Lukamba, the
health coomlnmor for lhe
1nte: Committe.
o the Red Cross in Buridne

outcome after treatment is

The UM said surveys by it
people affected by the confict

greater when the children
a parental in
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Mass killings of villagers
have become common in

anc partners

horeved that 10 out of 11

showed sgrs of trauma. FILE PHOTO

northern Burkina Faso as
fighters linked to the islam-
ic State group and al-Qaeda

wolun-
Those forces

attack
teer forces.

often turn on villages ac-
cused of cooperating with
the enemy. More
20.000 people have been
kdlled since the fighting be-
e ago, accord-
ing to the ATmed Confiict
Location and Event Data
Project. -based non-
profit
The country’s military
1brahim Tr.

w©
anolher five yesrs. gelay.

outside government con-

wol.
been rolled back and jour-
nalists expelled.

Only for severe cases
Mental health services in
Burkina Faso are often re-
serve only the most

Children grow up traumatised by war in Burkina Faso with waning care

chologists. In addition, tra-
ditional medicine practi-
tioners in Burkina Faso say
families are Incre:

But the need is
mense. The UN said sur-
veys by it and partners
showed that 10 out of 11 pe-
ople affected by the con-
flict showed signs of
trauma.

Children in Burkina Fa-
20, also have lost access to
education basic

tal health services by

Junea

a democratic transitdon.
Around half of Burkina

Faso’s territory remains

Dow  mumbering. in  the

by a small team of UN psy-

cess to the UN
children’s agency has said
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HRW says Israel used white
phosphorous in Lebanon

Associated Press
BEIRUT

The Human Rights Watch
(HRW), in a report pu-
blished on Wednesday, ac-
cused Israel of using white
phosphorus  incendiary
shells on residential build-
ings in at least five towns
and villages in conflict-hit
southern Lebanon, possi-
bly harming civilians and
violating international law.
HRW said that there was
no evidence of burn inju-
ries due to white phospho-
rus in Lebanon, but that re-
searchers had “heard
accounts indicating possi-
ble respiratory damage.”
The white-hot chemical
substance can set buildings
on fire and burn human
flesh down to the bone.
The Israeli military said
that it upholds internation-
al law regarding the use of
white phosphorus, using
the chemical only as a
smokescreen. “IDF proce-
dures require that such
shells are not used in den-
sely populated areas, sub-
ject to certain exceptions,”

A shell with white phosphorus from the Israeli artillery explodes
over a house in al-Bustan, Lebanon, on October 15, 2023. AP

the statement added.
The HRW report in-
cludes interviews with

eight residents in conflict-
hit southern Lebanon, and
the group said it has veri-
fied almost 47 photos and
videos that show white
phosphorus shells landing
on residential buildings in
five Lebanese border
towns and villages.

The Lebanese Health
Ministry said at least 173
people have required med-
ical care after exposure to
white phosphorus.

The researchers found
that the controversial in-
cendiaries were used in re-

sidential areas in Kfar Kila,
Mays al-Jabal, Boustan,

Markaba, and Aita
al-Shaab.
In its report, HRW

called on the Lebanese go-
vernment to allow the In-
ternational Criminal Court
to investigate and prose-
cute “grave international
crimes” within Lebanon
since October 2023, after
the Israel’s war on Gaza
broke out. “Israel’s recent
use of white phosphorus in
Lebanon should motivate
other countries to take im-
mediate action toward this
goal,” said HRW Lebanon
Researcher Ramzi Kaiss.



WEAPONS

What are white phosphorus bombs?

White phosphorus is a lethal chemical capable of burning human skin and
disintegrating tissues deep inside the body. It ignites when exposed to oxygen
and continues to burn until it is deprived of oxygen or exhausted.

EYES

Flash burns can lead to
vision impairment

INHALATION
Inhaling the smoke can
lead to respiratory distress

SKIN

Burns through its
victims' bodies

Airbursts of artillery-fired white phosphorus fall over the Gaza
City port on October 11, 2023 [Mohammed Adeb/AFP]

The use of white phosphorus as an incendiary weapon
In areas with civilian populations is banned by the

United Nations Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons.

() :
= Source: Human Rights Watch, Al Jazeera | October 13,2023 @AJLabs




White phosphorus weapons

L !
’ 2 Controversial and notorious for the severity of the injuries they cause

WHITE PHOSPHORUS

Chemical substance that ignites
and burns on contact with oxygen

CAUSES

Intense and persistent burns

Multiple organ failure
{ \ \ / Distinctive garlic-like odour Death
(! |
1 W\ \ _ AS AN INCENDIARY DEVICE
J | \{ .\\ & * Dispersed by artillery ¢ Burstsinto burning ¢ Creates a dense
\ shells, bombs, rockets, flakes of phosphorus white smoke
\ \\ . ‘ or grenades upon impact that last several
g . minutes
’ A Ll INTERNATIONAL LAW
{ i\ | \
\ ' \ %\ \\ ¢ Not a chemical weapon, but an incendiary munition
INA \ - one that causes fires
} . AR
‘ Prohibited against civilians
Allowed for military targets, used to create
‘ smokescreens to hide troop movements
'3 or to illuminate the battlefield
PREVIOUS USE
According to Human Rights Watch, non-exhaustive list
By Against . 2022:
2004 United States Iraq Ukraine President Volodymyr
2007 Ethiopian forces Somalia Zelensky accuses Russia of
2005-2011 ISAF* and the Taliban Afghanistan using phosphorus bombs
2008-2009 Israel Gaza against civilians in the country,
2016 SaudiArabia-led coalition Yemen which Russia denies
2017 US-led coalition IS group in Iraq/Syria

Sources: HRW/CCW/ICRC ‘International Security Assistance Force AFP.
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Nuclear

Stockplles: approximately 11,500,
down from a maximum of over
68,000 in 1985

Treaties: Non-Proliferation Treaty
(intermational), New Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty (Russia, US)

Russia and the United States
account for 10,500

Around 1,000 spread among other
nations including China, Britain,
France, Israel, India and Pakistan

@

Biological
Stockpiles: unknown
(programmes ended or secret)

Treaty: Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convenlion

Some potential agents:
* Anthrax

* Ricin

¢ Smallpox

¢ Botulism toxin

Sources: Arms Control Association, atomicarchive.com, Spiez Laboratory

=

Chemical
Original stockpiles: 71,195 tons

Destruction: 75.37 per cent
complete (April 2012)

Treaty: Chemical Weapons
Convention

Types include:
* Nerve gas
* Phosgene
¢ Musitard gas




[\ Organisation for the Prohibition | 192 memberstates that represent
“ 2 Of Chemical Wea pons 98% of the world’s population

' Non members

Mission: To implement
Chemical Weapons
Convention (CWC)

in force since January
1993, which calls for

the destruction of all 4
chemical weapons ] 3
. "\ North
Egypt Israel Korea
Created
in 1997
Director General:
Ahmet Uzumcu (Turkey)
¥ HQ: » Since
The Hague ————— 1997 6,785
L i Overseen the inspections of
9 Staff: destruction of 96% » 3,170 sites linked
500 of the world's to chemical weapons

declared chemical : ; R v
weapons stocks » 3,615 industrial sites

Nobel Prize laureat 2013 / of 72,304 tonnes Source: OPCW © AP



Human Rights Watch

HUMAN

RIGHTS
WATCH

Founded 1978; 46 years ago (as
Helsinki Watch)

Type Non-profit, NGO

Focus Human rights, activism

Headquarters New York City, U.S.
Area served Worldwide

Product Nonprofit human rights
advocacy

Key people Tirana Hassan
(Executive Director)

Revenue $85.6 million (2019)!"!

Website www.hrw.org 2 ¢

Formerly Helsinki Watch

called
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Biden, Putin,
Sunak call Modi;
Ranil & Hasina
invited to
swearing-in

HAJIT ROY
NEW DELHILJUNE S

DENT.
up Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesd.ay and con-
Sratulated him and the NDA on
theirvictony. and ihve “rearly 650
ion voters in this historic
Chectiar,
‘After the call, Modi said in a
X Happy all

WILL GO TO PRESIDENT TOMORROW |
to stake claim to form govt at the Centre

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

INCE 1932

T7.00 (78 BIHAR & RAIPUR, 112

NOCLARITY ONSWEARING-INDATE,
Modi may attend TDP's Andhra ceremony

NDA elects Modi, to stake claim

Prime Minister

Modi
& NDA leades b

from my friend President
Sjoeniden. Decply vakie his
warm of felicitations and
appreciation for Indian
veyed -

the years
to come. Our partnership will
continue 1o be a force for

e of husmarnity™

between our nations is only

growing as we

\ure of unlimised potential -
Besides Biden. Russian
esadent

President Emmanael Macron.
British Prime Minister Rishi
Sur Tioe Olaf

Scholz, Iscael PM B

during

Naidu, Bihar Chief Minister
Ay

Rajnath, Shah, Nadda
tasked by Modi to hold
talks with partners

LIZMATHEW
& MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELF JUNE S
ADAY after the BJP Jost majority
and the NDA secured 293 seats
in the new Lok Sabha, the al-
liance Wednesday elected
Narendra Modi and

the sovernme:
Modi. on his part. assured
the

Netanyahu falian PM Giorgia
Mefoni, Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy

and Egype Pressdent Abdel Facah
El Sisi were among the world
leaders o

DoVh Erctr strength 60 attaie 165
£oal of a Viksst Bharat.

Led by Mods. the NDA is ex-
pected to go fo Rashtrapati
Bhavan Friday to stake claim.

On Wednesday. President

Prime Minister Modi for
iy of che B ed NEWA I the

CONTINUED ONPAGE2

roupa:
7t Lok Sabha on the advies of of
the Unicn Cabires,

BusmNess as Usuar

the Rashirapati Bhuvan.
Easlier in the day. Prime

Miods tende: res—
ignacion to President | Murmu
iy

NT 2

Seat that gave Himanta heartburn,
and Gogoi many reasons to smile

SUKRITA BARUAH
GUWAHATLJUNE 5

JORHAT MAY be just one of 14
bha seats in

coer

— wwill Sting the state leaders!
e s

AMore sosince it has prompeed
rare dissent from wihin — soon
after Gogal's victory. 3 BJP MLA

thac-ar = had

cost his party the

In 4 social media pest
Tuesday evening. BF"s Khumeai
MLA Mrinal Saik calied Gogol's

proved that money, big publsc-

On Adhir upset, Pathan says

PAGE 1
ANCHOR

DEVENDRA PANDEY
MUMBAL JUNE S

AT BAHARAMPUR in West

he got a call from a friend who
wearged o check on him. On his
poltical debut, Parhan was tak-
ing on five-time MP and

cngress veteran Adhir Ransan
Chowdbury. and the wotes were
being count,

“Thad felt the same tension

= 3 urav
in Jorhat on Tuesday. A

ity overdoses of leaders and ar-
rogant speeches does not Bways
Delp to win electsons.

This invited Sarma's ire. and
Ie suggested that Saikis would

before the 2007 India-Pakistan
WWorld T20 final in South Africa.
That helped and [ knew that 1
could handle it.” Pathan. the
cr r furned TMC politician,
told The Indian Express while

team. in which the all-

soon leave the BJP for the
Congress.

Speaking to The Indian
Saikia. 3 BJP veteran who
conT 2

Ally TDP likely to demand special
status for Andhra, Cabinet berths

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD. JUNE S
A SPECIAL Category Status for
wa Pradesh, Cabinet berths
ncluding for his son in the mew
government. and funds for
Amaravati capital city he had
originally planned. are the key
demands that Tefugu Desam
Party will make as talks com-
mence over the formation of 3
B

@ VERDICT
2024

the Centre.
Led by N Chandrababu
Naichs, TDP put up a steflar per-

he total
vty sl With BIP fallins
shoreofthe half-way mack at the

Centre. the TDP. witich had F'&
poll .uume with the af
party. s the second con-
T of the MDA Sing

TOU with e 165 eyes o

ExpPLANED
® Special Category
Question

PAGES 6812

strong bargaining hand.
A day after he speacheaded
the landslide win. Naidu on

Nine of 13 being probed
by Central agencies
jumped party, lost polls

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEWDELMHL JUNES

FROM YAMINI JADHAV of the
Shiv Sena Shinde faction in
BMahay

Jhackhand o nges hyochi maindta

in Rajasthan, nine of
T3 e e
o their Camily memmbers
being probed by &

ncies. lost in

sigative age:
the Lok Sabha efects

ults were de-
Glared Tucsday.

Of these nine who jost. as
many as seven ged 1o the
BJPor its alles.

There v-vre more than 150

5.24.516 votes to defeat the

you sty
2 the crease. the more things get
noemal e

on
Tuesday. Pathan once again
e folfies. polling

Seveateen years later.

provediobea

oag.
things stasted easing. [ was can-

shifted from one political party

e frary in the

onciuded on

<y OF these. 13 candidates

or their family members are fac-

ing probes either by the Central

e of Irwvestigation (CBL) the.

Trvoome Ta ment of the
Enforcement Directorate (EDL

Of the 13. eight had switched

Sides to the BF — seven

from Congress and one

from Trinamool Cong-

Wednesday dismissed rumours
of a possible switch to the INDIA
bloc and afficmed that he is still
2 pastof the “famgoingto
New Dethi to astend che NDA
meeting 1 will kenoww if
Ehere ace any Gxher develop-
15" he said before taking a
Tlighe & the national capial froemn

ing chaired by Pri
Narendra Mods in the evening.

Sources said the TDP chef is
likely to seek Special Category

NDA i1 2018, The SCS will
sure the state gets most of the
Central funds in the form of

ThelIndian EXPRESS

Message from INDIA
bloc: Mandate a reply

to the BJP,

watch on Modi Govt

will keep

- . - .
after the INDIA bloc meeting in Delhi. Wednesday. Ani Starma

We will take appropriate steps at the

appropriate time:

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHs,

BOLSIERITI R the gt in e

2024 Lok Sabha polls. 1oy

ers af the Opposition A Dloc
and indicated a

Kharge after meet

Wil and wasch fos now.

et Wednesd.ay .
restraint raher than a pe

anyin-

sor-
mation. orgress was.

terest) and
including tax exempeions. duty
waivers. and GST

1% in 3 mood 10 scout for aum-
of

The TDP chief is aiso likely to
seek additsonal funds fram the
ITINUED ON PAGE 2
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FOUR MISSING

PAGE 7

Cluding the Shiv- Sona and
ess, beaned on

plos vnadae v as against the
BIF. the fact — marsy of themn un-
— & thar

i
Largest pasty and the NDA_3,

poil coalitson. has crossed the
haifway mark. The majority

adicl
The choice of words in the
INDIA bioc sEatenment on the ver-
it was ingerestirg xs it said the
“people’s mandace has grven a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

How 44 are NEET toppers because
of a wrong answer, wrong textbook

DEEKSHATER!I
NEW DELHIJUNE S

Since 2019, there haven't

high scores.
The question was based on
o statements. The st said-

ress: two had
sides to the Shiv Sena
Shi.

1o TDP froer g
Congress from the Jharkhand
Vikas Party and PEP. sespectivedy.
Of the eight under agency
scanner who > six
UED ON PAGE 2

‘felt same tension’

Former mmwmmmmmpmn after

fisent that
me. the rallies 1 did. the love | got

Tuesday. #11

epaperindianexpressicom pumy

oFTHEET

fect scare (720{720) in the
D ome NEETUC tasubts s
nounced by the NTA Tuesday.

any year of NEET UG, which is
Lt

cause. ironically. they goe an
Swer 10 2 basic physics question
wrong — and received ~grace
marks™ for that.

Reasoo: their

o each were

three Loppers in 2021 one in

2022 _and two Last year.

Flenweves chis year. s st
Physic:

choase the ~most appropriate

before 2007 India-

weas ammazing ~ Pathan said.

“Pathan i Partiament could
now possibly be the title of the
Latest chapees of the endearing
fairytale about the son of a

201 2022 An
animal lover — he keeps birds.
rabbits and horses at this farm
bouse — he seemed to be at
peace. But fous months aga. he
£ 2n unexpected cal from the
TMC. Baharamper's 52-per cent
Muslim vogers and the role that
Pathan played in Kolkata Knight
Riders’ two IPL Gitles were said 1o
be the reasors for the

The brothers then heid 2 lons dis-

wias also part of the 2011 World
Cup winning team.

as y el - But
then, tnusting his instincts, Pathan
diecided miies the phungs

day. suddenly. 1 don't
Koo ety 1 5aidh Tets Go it e

| |

AGE 2

didn't go asking for this. This op-
poctunity has come to us. so let
1S cake it Theough this. we can
hetp people and & cxse we b

0 Bengal, whiat & the prob-
lem- Pathan reca




EXPLAINED

AMRITPAL, ENGINEER RASHID WIN

RS

-

FROM JAIL: WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

Both Engineer Rashid (left) and Amritpal Singh are currently in prison on
serious charges being probed by the NIA. Express Archive

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JUNE S

RESULTS OF the Lok Sabha polls have
thrown up two unusual winners — Waris
Punjab De chief Amritpal Singh from
Punjab’s Khadoor Sahib, and Engineer
Rashid from Jammu and Kashmir's
Baramulla—bothof whomare currently in
jailonserious charges that are being probed
by the National Investigation Agency.

Serious charges

Amritpal Singh has been in jail in
Dibrugarh, Assam, under the National
Security Act(NSA) since March 2023.The
NSA is a preventive detention law, which
allows the government to detain individ-
uals for up to 12 months without press-
ing formal charges.

Rashid is currently in Delhi's Tihar jail
facing charges under the stringent
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA)
in an alleged terror-funding case. A for-
mer MLA, he contested in the election on
aAwamii Ittehad Party ticket.

Taking oath

The duo’s election victory means that
they now have a constitutional mandate
as parliamentarians. Taking oath is the
first step in fulfilling this mandate.

Although this is not explicitly spelt out
inthe Constitution, there have been pastin-
stances where jailed lawmakers are granted
temporary parole to take oath.

In March, Aam Aadmi Party leader

Sanjay Singh, who was thenimprisoned in
Tihar on money laundering charges, was
granted permission by a court to take oath
asRajya Sabha MP for asecond term. Atrial
courtdirected thejail superintendent toen-
surethat heis taken toParliament with ad-
equate security,and brought back to the jail.

In 2021, after he won from Sibsagar,
Assam, Akhil Gogoi was temporarily al-
lowed by an NIA court to leave prison to
take oath as a member of the Assam
Legislative Assembly.

The most famous election victory from
prison, however, came in 1977, when
trade unionist George Fernandes was
elected from Bihar's Muzaffarpur seat
while in jail during the Emergency. He
was released from prison before the oath
ceremony,and wenton toserve asamin-
ister in Morarji Desai's Janata government.

Duties as a lawmaker

Being allowed to take oath is not the
same as being released on bail. It is akin
to a special parole for a day. The jailed
lawmaker has to write to the Speaker
that she will not be able to attend regu-
lar proceedings. Article 101(4) of the
Constitution states that if an MP is ab-
sent for over 60 days from all the meet-
ings without permission, her seat would
be declared vacant.

For attending a Parliament session or
to casta vote in the House, the lawmaker
will have to move court for permission.

However, only a conviction,and a sen-
tence of two or more years, will lead to
disqualification from Parliament.



QS RANKING 2025

Indian varsities climb
in rankings faster
than G20 peers

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, June 5

INDIAN UNIVERSITIES ARE
climbing up the global pecking
order faster than their G20
peers, according to the latest
World University Rankings
(WUR) 2025 by global higher
education specialist firm
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS).
Although there are no Indian
universitiesinthe top 100 list,
the rankings show that the
61% of the universities in the
country have improved their
rankings as compared to the
previousyear. Delhi University,
forinstance,haswitnessed the
biggest jump by climbing 79
notches to reach the 328th
position this year.

Also, over the past decade,
India has experienced the
highest growth in university
representation among all G20
nations, with a remarkable
318% increase from 11 uni-
versitiesin the 2015 edition of
the QS World University Rank-
ingsto46inthe 2025 edition,”
the report said.

Within the Indian universi-
ties, Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) Bombay ranked
the highest at 118th position,
followed by IIT Delhi at 150th
position. In fact, four IITs have
featured amongst the top 10
Indian universities. As per the
rankings, IIT Bombay has
shown improvement in both
research quality and reputa-
tion parameters which led to

TOP 5 QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS |

m | 2024 | | Country|
1 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) US
2 & Imperial College London UK
3 3 The University of Oxford UK
L 4 Harvard University UK
5 2 University of Cambridge UK

QS World University Rankings 2025 from India
ml 0 _-_

118 Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (IITB)

150 197 Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IITD)

211 225 Indian Institute of Science

222 271 Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur (IIT-KGP)
227 285 Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IITM)

328 LO7 University of Delhi

its rise within the Indian
cohort.

The rankings points out
that with 46 ranked universi-
ties, India has the third-largest
representation in Asia, after
Japan and China. Also, despite
improving theiracademicand
employer reputations, most
Indian universities continue to
lagbehind in terms of interna-
tionalisation and global
engagement.

“The growing prominence
of Indian higher education is
evident...the bold implemen-
tation of India's National Edu-
cation Policy demonstrates the
nation's commitment to mod-
ernising its education system
andaddressing challengesand
leveraging  opportunities.
Emphasising sustainability,
global engagement, and

employability will be vital in
shaping India's higher educa-
tion landscape,” said Jessica
Turner, CEQ, QS.

Meanwhile, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT)
hasmaintained the top slot for
13th yearin a row. As per the
rankings, the Imperial College
of London has grabbed the sec-
ond position globally by over-
taking both Oxford and Cam-
bridge to become the
highest-ranked UK institution.

The 21st edition of the QS
WUR has featured over 1,500
global academic institutions
whowere ranked on nine para-
meters, including academic
reputation (30% weightage),
citations per faculty (20%),
employer reputation (15%),
faculty-student ratio (10%)
and others.
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World Environment Day is
celebrated on 5t June every
year to encourage awareness

and environmental protection.

In a remarkable initiative to
combat deforestation and
restore biodiversity, two
environmentalists have
spearheaded the creation of
India's first biospheres within

tiger reserves.




* India’s First Biosphere in a Tiger Reserve

* Recently two environmentalists, Jai Dhar Gupta and Vijay Dhasmana
created India's first biosphere in a tiger reserve, called the Rajaji
Raghati Biosphere (RRB) within the Rajaji National Park in
Uttarakhand.

* The biosphere is a 35-acre private forest initiative aimed at
identifying and reviving rare and endangered species of native trees
while protecting the area from poachers and mining.



The land earmarked for RRB was previously barren and in a
state of degradation.

They are also developing a second biosphere above the
Koyna River in the buffer zone of the Sahyadri Tiger
Reserve near Pune, Maharashtra, along the Western Ghats.




The United Nations
Assembly established World
Environment Day in 1972,
which was the first day of
the Stockholm Conference
on the human environment.

/

World Environment Day
(WED) is celebrated every
year with a specific theme
and slogan that focuses on
the major environmental

issues of that time.

4




WED 2024 is hosted by Saudi Arabia. India hosted the
45th celebration of World Environment Day in 2018
under the theme ‘Beat Plastic Pollution’.

PAONRS

2021

o
WED celebration in 2021 kicked off the UN Decade on
Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030) which is a global
mission to revive billions of hectares, from forests to

farmlands, from the top of mountains to the depth of
the seas.



Land Restoration,
Desertification and
Drought Resilience

The theme for

2024.




Forest and Wildlife Conservation:

India ranks third globally in net forest area gain over the past 15 years. The
Forest Cover of India is 7,13,789 sq. km, which is 21.71% of the total
geographical area of the country, as per the India State of Forest Report (ISFR)
2021.

India celebrated 50 years of Project Tiger and 30 years of Project Elephant,
demonstrating its commitment to species conservation.




* The Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats and Tangible Incomes
(MISHTI) was announced in the Union Budget 2023-24 to promote and
conserve mangroves.
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The curve shows that people in
richer countries generally have
longer life spans compared to
those in poorer countries, likely
due to better access to
healthcare, education, nutrition,
etc.

The Preston curve refers to the
empirical relationship between
life expectancy and per capita

income in a country, proposed by
American sociologist Samuel H.
Preston in 1975.




As a poor country's per Rs 55,000 in 2011,

capita income rises, its while life expectancy
life expectancy increases increased from 32 to 66
significantly initially. years.
s A
For example, India's
per capita

income rose from Rs

9,000 in 1947 to
- J




However, the positive

relationship between
per capita income and
life expectancy starts to

flatten out beyond a
certain point, as the
human lifespan cannot
be increased
indefinitely.

The positive
relationship shown by
the Preston curve
applies can also be
applied to other
development indicators
like infant/maternal
mortality, education,
healthcare, etc.




Kenya-India
Collaboration
on Cheetah
Conservation




Recently, a Kenyan delegation visited India to discuss collaboration on
wildlife conservation efforts, with a particular emphasis on the ongoing
Cheetah Reintroduction Project (Project Cheetah).

The delegation presented a draft MoU to the National Tiger

Conservation Authority (NTCA) proposing collaboration.

It along with capacity building and knowledge sharing, also included
provisions for supplying equipment to Kenyan forest rangers to
enhance field patrolling and wildlife preservation efforts







Global Public
Debt Hits S97
Trillion in 2023




* Areport titled "A world of debt: A growing burden to global
prosperity”, highlights the unprecedented surge in global public debt,
which reached a historic peak of $97 trillion in 2023.

* The report was prepared by the UN Trade and Development
(UNCTAD).



The number of African countries with debt-to-GDP ratios above
60% has increased from 6 to 27 between 2013 and 2023.

In 2023, developing nations paid $847 billion in net interest, a 26% increase from
2021.

The report revealed that 3.3 billion individuals reside in nations where interest
payments exceed spending on education and health combined.
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Public debt of India

India’s public debt-to-GDP ratio has barely increased from 81% in 2005-06 to 84%
in 2021-22, and is back to 81% in 2022-23.

As per the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act 2003, the
general government debt was supposed to be brought down to 60% of
GDP by 2024-25.

The IMF states that India’s general government debt, including the Centre and
States, could be 100% of GDP under adverse circumstances by fiscal 2028.




Netherlands:
India’s third-
largest Export
Destination
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The Netherlands has emerged as India’s third- largest export destination after
the U.S. and UAE during 2023-24, even as the country’s merchandise shipments
dipped by more than 3%

Key Points

The main commodities which registered healthy exports growth in the Netherlands
iInclude petroleum products ($14.29 billion), electrical goods, chemicals, and
pharmaceuticals in the last fiscal.

India’s trade surplus with the Netherlands rose to $17.4 billion in FY24 from $13
billion in FY?23.



* Netherlands

- Netherlands, country v
located in North Sea
northwestern Europe Germany
The Netherlands is Neth ds

bounded by the

North Sea to the
north and west,

Germany to the east, |
and Belgium to the
south
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« The National Level Coordination Committee (NLCC) for the world’s largest grain

storage plan held its first meeting in Delhi.

* The plan aims to transform Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) into
Multi-Service Societies. The pilot project, implemented in 11 states, focuses on
creating agricultural infrastructure at the PACS level, including warehouses and
processing units, through various government schemes.




The Ministry of Cooperation will implement a pilot project in at least 10 districts to gather regional
insights for nationwide implementation. An IMC will modify guidelines and implementation

methodologies for creating infrastructure at Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) using available
Implementation schemes.

The ministry will implement it through the National Cooperative Development Corporation with support
from NABARD, FCI, and others

Ministry of Agriculture and

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund, Agricultural Marketing
Farmers Welfare

Infrastructure Scheme, Mission for Integrated Development of
Horticulture, Sub Mission on Agricultural Mechanization.

Schemes for

Ministry of Food Processing Pradhan Mantri Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises
Convergence

Industries Scheme, Pradhan MantriKisan Sampada Yojana.

Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution

Allocation of food grains under the National Food Security Act,
Procurement operations at Minimum Support Price.

The plan aims to address the agricultural storage infrastructure shortage and enable PACS to function as
procurement centres, fair price shops, custom hiring centres,and processing units.

Benefits It will reduce food grain wastage, enhance food security, prevent distress sales,reduce

transportation costs, and strengthen PACS.

The National Level Coordination Committee was formed within one week of approval. Implementation
guidelines are issued within 15 days of approval.

frrflplfl’f“e“tation Portal for PACS linkage rolled out within 45 days of approval.
imeiline

Implementation starts within 45 days of approval.
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