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World 
Environment 
Day 2024



World Environment Day is 
celebrated on 5th June every 
year to encourage awareness 

and environmental protection.

In a remarkable initiative to 
combat deforestation and 
restore biodiversity, two 
environmentalists have 

spearheaded the creation of 
India's first biospheres within 

tiger reserves.



• India’s First Biosphere in a Tiger Reserve 

• Recently two environmentalists, Jai Dhar Gupta and Vijay Dhasmana 
created India's first biosphere in a tiger reserve, called the Rajaji 
Raghati Biosphere (RRB) within the Rajaji National Park in 
Uttarakhand.

• The biosphere is a 35-acre private forest initiative aimed at 
identifying and reviving rare and endangered species of native trees 
while protecting the area from poachers and mining.



The land earmarked for RRB was previously barren and in a 
state of degradation. 

They are also developing a second biosphere above the 
Koyna River in the buffer zone of the Sahyadri Tiger 
Reserve near Pune, Maharashtra, along the Western Ghats.



The United Nations 
Assembly established World 

Environment Day in 1972, 
which was the first day of 
the Stockholm Conference 

on the human environment. 

World Environment Day 
(WED) is celebrated every 
year with a specific theme 
and slogan that focuses on 
the major environmental 

issues of that time.



2018

WED 2024 is hosted by Saudi Arabia. India hosted the 
45th celebration of World Environment Day in 2018 

under the theme ‘Beat Plastic Pollution’.

2021

WED celebration in 2021 kicked off the UN Decade on 
Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030) which is a global 
mission to revive billions of hectares, from forests to 
farmlands, from the top of mountains to the depth of 

the seas.



The theme for 
2024:

Land Restoration, 
Desertification and 
Drought Resilience



Forest and Wildlife Conservation:

India ranks third globally in net forest area gain over the past 15 years. The 
Forest Cover of India is 7,13,789 sq. km, which is 21.71% of the total 
geographical area of the country, as per the India State of Forest Report (ISFR) 
2021. 

India celebrated 50 years of Project Tiger and 30 years of Project Elephant, 
demonstrating its commitment to species conservation.



• The Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats and Tangible Incomes 
(MISHTI) was announced in the Union Budget 2023-24 to promote and 
conserve mangroves.



Preston Curve



The Preston curve refers to the 
empirical relationship between 
life expectancy and per capita 

income in a country, proposed by 
American sociologist Samuel H. 

Preston in 1975.

The curve shows that people in 
richer countries generally have 
longer life spans compared to 

those in poorer countries, likely 
due to better access to 

healthcare, education, nutrition, 
etc.



As a poor country's per 
capita income rises, its 

life expectancy increases 
significantly initially.

For example, India's 
per capita 

income rose from Rs 
9,000 in 1947 to

Rs 55,000 in 2011, 
while life expectancy 

increased from 32 to 66 
years.



However, the positive 
relationship between 
per capita income and 

life expectancy starts to 
flatten out beyond a 
certain point, as the 

human lifespan cannot 
be increased 
indefinitely. 

The positive 
relationship shown by 

the Preston curve 
applies can also be 

applied to other 
development indicators 

like infant/maternal 
mortality, education, 

healthcare, etc.



Kenya-India 
Collaboration 
on Cheetah 
Conservation



Recently, a Kenyan delegation visited India to discuss collaboration on 
wildlife conservation efforts, with a particular emphasis on the ongoing 
Cheetah Reintroduction Project (Project Cheetah). 

The delegation presented a draft MoU to the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority (NTCA) proposing collaboration. 

It along with capacity building and knowledge sharing, also included 
provisions for supplying equipment to Kenyan forest rangers to 
enhance field patrolling and wildlife preservation efforts



Project Cheetah:The Phase-1 of the project started in 2022, 
to restore the population of cheetahs, which were declared 
extinct in the country in 1952.

• It involves the translocation of cheetahs from South Africa and Namibia 
to Kuno National Park.

Cheetahs will be translocated to Kuno National 
Park and Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary (Madhya 
Pradesh)



Global Public 
Debt Hits $97 
Trillion in 2023



• A report titled ”A world of debt: A growing burden to global 
prosperity”, highlights the unprecedented surge in global public debt, 
which reached a historic peak of $97 trillion in 2023.

• The report was prepared by the UN Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD).

•



• The number of African countries with debt-to-GDP ratios above 
60% has increased from 6 to 27 between 2013 and 2023.

• In 2023, developing nations paid $847 billion in net interest, a 26% increase from 
2021.

• The report revealed that 3.3 billion individuals reside in nations where interest 
payments exceed spending on education and health combined.

•





Public debt of India

India’s public debt-to-GDP ratio has barely increased from 81% in 2005-06 to 84% 
in 2021-22, and is back to 81% in 2022-23.

As per the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act 2003, the 
general government debt was supposed to be brought down to 60% of 
GDP by 2024-25.

The IMF states that India’s general government debt, including the Centre and 
States, could be 100% of GDP under adverse circumstances by fiscal 2028.



Netherlands:  
India’s third-

largest Export 
Destination



• The Netherlands has emerged as India’s third- largest export destination after 
the U.S. and UAE during 2023-24, even as the country’s merchandise shipments 
dipped by more than 3%

• Key Points

• The main commodities which registered healthy exports growth in the Netherlands 
include petroleum products ($14.29 billion), electrical goods, chemicals, and 
pharmaceuticals in the last fiscal.

• India’s trade surplus with the Netherlands rose to $17.4 billion in FY24 from $13 
billion in FY23.



• Netherlands

• Netherlands, country 
located in 
northwestern Europe
The Netherlands is 
bounded by the 
North Sea to the 
north and west, 
Germany to the east, 
and Belgium to the 
south



major rivers flow through the Netherlands: 
the Rhine, the Meuse , and the Scheldt.

The IJsselmeer is a lake on the coast of the 
Netherlands

The seat of the international court of justice is at the 
Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands).

International Criminal Court (ICC) : Headquarters: 
The Hague, the Netherlands



World’s largest grain storage plan



• The National Level Coordination Committee (NLCC) for the world’s largest grain 
storage plan held its first meeting in Delhi.

• The plan aims to transform Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) into 
Multi-Service Societies. The pilot project, implemented in 11 states, focuses on 
creating agricultural infrastructure at the PACS level, including warehouses and 
processing units, through various government schemes.

•









Thank you 
guys.


