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DELMI 10 CrESIS
SC orders release of

water from Himachal
STATES » PAGE S

ACHQN climate meet

Bodies of four more
trekkers recovered
STATES » PAGE 3

INDIA'S TALISMAN
Chhetri bids adieu
after a stellar career
SPORT » PAGE 14

INSIDE

‘Norwegian firins
showing lot of
interest in India’
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Conduct caste survey, review
Agnipath scheme: JDU) to BJP

Remove shortcomi

viewed clause by clause.”
the JIXU) leader said.

Mr. Tyag also said that
on the lssue of 2 case cen-

Nistula Hebbar
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DECHI
mid meetings being
held by
Democratic Al
liance partners to form a

o for
two allies of
the BJP said on Thursday
that the new government

should review the Agni-
path scheme for short-
term to the

“there is no that can
refuse to conduct a
caste survey. r has

didn't oppose it in all-party
Caste-base

armed forces.
Janata DalU) leader K.C.
Tyagi told The Hindu that

wants those shortcomings

NEW DELHI
Food inflation may have

in Moy, 23 average
cost of 2 home-cooked meal

0%, v
pulses held firm, CRISIL'S food
costs tracker shows. » PAGE 10

Militia group’s
attack on Sudan
village kills 100

camo
At least 100 persons were killed
were injured after

the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces attacked a village
Gezira province in Sudan on
Wednesday, officiats said.
Women, children, and the
eclcerty were among the victims
in the attacks. » PAGE 12

said that
even Defence Minister Raj-

the sc during the
polls. “The Agnipath
scheme should re-

d
census s the call of the
hour. We will pursue it~

¥y party

|ho A

reviewed clause
by clause
®

TYact

3a
TRk besmdier

»

QQ If they [parties]
believe that
R I 8 COUT>:
cuss
it Fither you comvince
me. or 1 will convince
your. that is
how we will
ad

issues like

Mr. Tyagi said his party
had no preconditions in
forming the government.
Anocher ally in the NDA.,
Lok |anshaktl Party (Ram

to voice them.

will go ahead.” he said
The NDAS parliamen-
tary par will be

ty
held on Friday morning

where Chief Ministers of

the BjP-ruled Seae

With all Mbs, will be pre.

sent. Mr. Modi will be tak-

ing cath of office on June 9.
“A resolution electing

ter which he will be meet-

s of the short-tenm recruitment scheme for armed forces. savs party leader Tvagi: LJP (Ram Vilas)

chief Chirag Paswan says the scheme has not worked: NDA parli today: Modi to take cath on June 9

ing President Droupadi
Murmu to stake claim to
form his third successive
government.”  sald  a
Source..

D
source. The BJP is unlikely
to give up its claim on the
Lok Sabbia Speskers posl.
tion either. in a Hor

is much more dghdy netd
than before.
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»PAGES 2,387

March into the past

Enthusiasts dnn Second World War-era stire of the US.
ot

Overlord’ by the allied forces in Norm:

2nd parade along the Utah Beach in France on Thursday to mark the 80th
rmandy which tumed tide of the war 475 (RESORT One PAGE 121

NEET aspirants
call for re-test
alleging
discrepancies

NEW DELMI

Citing widespread frregu-
larities in how the

to medical colleges was
conducted, a se of as-
pirants on Th y wrote
to the National Testing

unexpected number o
scores. and very high cut-
off scores.

FULL REPORT
»PAGES

Ajit holds emergency
meetings; Fadnavis
rushes to New Delhi

Post-pell
Maharashtra Deputy CM Ajit Pawar in Mumbai on Thursday. a2

parieys: An NCP meeting on at the residence of

success, the over-

PUNE

Amid the crisis engulfing
the ruling Mahayuti coali-
t5on in Maharashtra follow-
ing its rout in the Lok Sab
Deputy Chief

Minister Afit Pawar sum-
moned emergency meet-
ings of his
gress Par()- NeP) faction
leaders on Thursday.

BIP leader and Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, who had offered
to quit the post. reached
Dethl'sn mees the BIF top
bra:

all performance of our coa-
lition in the State and at the

MLAs of the Ajix facton
were in touch with the NCP
P

Big blow
The NCP leader was the
sole candidate form his
pany(owln election as

e
were heldby e, Ajit at his
residence In Mumbai, to
take stock of the party's
disastrous poll perfor-

the Raigad Lok Sabha seat.
The biggest blow to the Ajst
Pawar faction, which lost
three of the four seats it
contested, was that of the
k Sabha consti-

mance.
e took place
swirling rumours

poru
rival NCP (SP) faction head-
ed by his uncle Sharad Pa-

ye:

s:res-ng that “not even
asingle M I go over to
Sharad Pawar’s side™, NCP

<Aji faction) State chief Su-

nil Tatkare claimed instead

that some legislators from

the Sharad Pawar-led fac-

tdon_were reportedly in
with his

ing took stock of cur per-
formance in the Lok Sabha
election. While we have

not been able to secure the

tuency. where Mr. Alit Pa-

fe Sunetra Pawar
ras Gefeared by his cousin
— Supriya Sule, who is Mr.

ers will be reaching Deihi
to meet with Mr. Modi and
the BJP brass.

Sources said that Mr.
Shinde, whose Sena fac-
tion won seven of the IS

Ministers of State, said in-
formed sources.

Gaza hospital says 37 killed in strike on
UN school; Israel flags miilitant presence

GAZA STRIP

Gaza hospital said at
lease 37 people were killed

in an Israeli strike on
Thursday on UN-run
at 1 De-
omes Fatees (DF) alleged
housed a as
compound-~.
The raid came after US.,
Qatari, and & an me-
diators resumed talks

i
The military sasd it had
“eliminated” several rn.ﬂ#

e Jjust before 2 a.m.
ca
*

Harsh night: Patestinians inspect the site of an taract strike on an
UNRWA schoot in the Nuseirst refuges camp, central Gaza. FEUTERS

in the Nuseirat area of cen-
tral Gaza.
Israel accuses Hamas
and ks aliies in Gaza of us

agency for Palestinian refu-
gees, rational
Sentres — charges the mili-
tants deny

e Al-Agsa Martyrs
Tioepdeal kex Deir al Balah,
. said it had

ng schools, hospitals, and
other civilian TAfracue.
ture,
run by UNRWA, the UN

received the bodies of at

least “37 martyrs™ from the
strike.

Hamas in a statement
decried a
agadl

intense shelling
A medic at the hospital
said another Israeli pre-
dawn strike killed six peo-

Rahul calls June 4 stock market crash a
‘scam’; demands parliamentary probe

Thursday demanded a

1srael

SPAIN TO JOIM CASE AT ICJ
» PAGE 12

Join com-
mn!ee aro) | lm-esuganon.

Corgress leader

it polls, saw a record tran-
saction on June 3 and then
crashed a day later when

ascc in

the voces were counted.

“We want to ask a
stions: why d)d ‘he Pt
ecific in-
Vestment ‘advice to the 5
exiee (aml.lles investing in
Is it

tthe

on Thursday. SN KUMAR PUSHERKAS

advice o lhe people he
inte:

by
Eroup, which is also under

heiry )cb e ghve invemincne

lating stock aricetss What

is the connection between
the BJP. the fake exit poll-
dublous fo-

and made huge profits;
mand 2 JPC [brobel Mnto
this.” he said

“Fake exit polls’
He said Mr. Shah advised
people to ~buy shares be-
fore June 4~ on May 13 and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had, on May 19, as-
serted that the stock mar-
ket “will break all records
on He asserted
it the top BIP leaderahip
was aware thar the exit
polls were “fake"

‘BASELESS ALLEGATIONS"
» PAGE &




Conduct caste survey, review

Agnipath scheme: JD(U) to BJP

Remove shortcomings of the short-term recruitment scheme for armed forces, says party leader Tyagi; LJP (Ram Vilas)

chief Chirag Paswan says the scheme has not worked; NDA parliamentary party meeting today; Modi to take oath on June 9

Nistula Hebbar
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

mid meetings being

held by National

Democratic Al-
liance partners to form a
government, two allies of
the BJP said on Thursday
that the new government
should review the Agni-
path scheme for short-
term recruitments to the
armed forces.

Janata Dal(U) leader K.C.
Tyagi told The Hindu that
“there is anger among cer-
tain sections on the Agni-
path scheme. Our party
wants those shortcomings
removed.” He said that
even Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh had not refused
areview when asked about
the scheme during the
polls. “The Agnipath
scheme should be re-

viewed clause by clause,”
the JD(U) leader said.

Mr. Tyagi also said that
on the issue of a caste cen-
sus already undertaken by
the Bihar government led
by the JD(U) last year,
“there is no party that can
now refuse to conduct a
caste survey. Bihar has
shown the path. Prime Mi-
nister [Narendra] Modi too
didn’t oppose it in all-party
delegation.  Caste-based
census is the call of the
hour. We will pursue it.”

‘No preconditions’
Mr. Tyagi said his party
had no preconditions in
forming the government.
Another ally in the NDA,
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) chief Chirag Paswan
also said the Agnipath
scheme should be re-
viewed at the appropriate
time. “It is too early to

Q There is
anger among

certain sections

on the Agnipath

recruitment scheme..

it should be

reviewed clause

by clause

K.C. TYAGI

Janata Dal
(United) leader

QQ If they [parties]
believe that

a scheme has not
worked for the country,
they can always discuss
it. Either you convince
me, or [ will convince
you, that is

how we will

go ahead

CHIRAG PASWAN

Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) chief

comment on issues like
this. Every party has its
own agenda and concerns,
and they have equal right
to voice them... Either you
convince me, or I will con-
vince you, that is how we
will go ahead,” he said.
The NDA’s parliamen-
tary party meeting will be
held on Friday morning

where Chief Ministers of
the BJP-ruled States, along
with all MPs, will be pre-
sent. Mr. Modi will be tak-
ing oath of office on June 9.

“A resolution electing
Prime Minister Modi as the
leader of the NDA parlia-
mentary party will be
passed in that meeting, af-
ter which he will be meet-

ing President Droupadi
Murmu to stake claim to
form his third successive
government,” said a
source.

While much was not re-
vealed as to the exact con-
tours of the government,
sources did say that the BJP
will not be letting go of cru-
cial ministries. “There is
talk that big allies like
Chandrababu Naidu of the
TDP will be allotted two
Cabinet and two Minister
of State berths for his 16
MPs, and there is a de-
mand for three Ministries
from the JD(U),” added a
source. The BJP is unlikely
to give up its claim on the
Lok Sabha Speaker’s posi-
tion either, in a House that
is much more tightly held
than before.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGES 2,3&7
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65.79% turnout in
2024 Lok Sabha
election, says EC

WEW DEL

The jucconcluded Lok
bha

B said on Thursday. The
turnout in the 2009 elec
hon was BT.4%.

The poll panel said the

Representation of People's
i

Ace, 1951, ng the
names the Members
elsﬂed o e Fioune B the

the Gen-

Rahul’s allegations of stock
market scam ‘baseless’: BJP

It stowcks at a hi

e arsd sold at low

: domestic traders only

benefited from it and did not incur losses. says Pivush Goyal refuting the Cong. leader's claims

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

BIP leader Phyush G

termed as “haseless™ Con-
gress leader Rahul Gand-
hi's allegations of a stock
market “scam~ based on
the exit polls done by va-
rious survey agencies and
his dernand for a joint Par-

[=

eral Hlections o the 19th
Lok Sabha, was submirred
by them to the President,”

Bhavan com-

(SE.87%) were the other
Fow furnout States.
The EC said the overall
the

vaote
wenth
Mr. Kumar, along with

dent, the P
constitute the Lok Sabha
weill

¥
(PCH  probe  into  the
ratter.

conference

< allegations made by nr.

S Ap(ll and May, wihe:

the last two months has

BUP leader Phush Goyal addresses o press conference ot the party
headguarters, in New Dethi on Thursday. P71

been recefved by 1 dian investors ook advan-

-
The day the exit

bigh prices and wak pro-

* he sabd reign investors sold at
r«umg that foreign in-  low price and indian inves-
vestors rs bowght it with the be-

weorth tﬁ)&:D crore in re-
tail at high prices and In-

Tt that e Modi goern
OREns Was TeTurnig.

“So

Cong. to hold CWC
meet tomorrow to
discuss poll results

NEW DELML

The
o

s bought ar

a high price and sold at =
sce. Endian

ountry
Rahul Gandhi because he
does not ewen understand
that it &s valuation. Valua-
tion does not mean amyth-
ing. The purchase and sabe

fited
this period” he

Congress
«

and the future course of ac-
The meeting will be

weill begin ar
Congress headquars
saty

The party has put up its

as part of the INDLA bioc.
In 2019, is rally was 52,
& 1o

A section of the
v wands Rahul

dhe position of
Leader of Opposition

ratsed in the meeting of the
CWC — the highest deci-
sion-making body of the
party.

had won from two consti-
muencies, Wayanad in Kera-
d Hae Bareli in Uttar

Ciocred MD o Satmday
evend

Trinamool Congress not
satisfied with ‘wait and
watch’ policy of INDIA bloc

WEW DELHI

The Trinamool Congress ks

not wholly satsfied with

the INDIA blocs strategy of
app:

meet Shiv Sena (UST) pre-
sident Uddhay Thackesay.

e Do
a day afier the INDLA hloc
meeting where it was re-
solved that the bloc, while
remaining wigilant, will
weait and watch. g the
meeting. = according
rces M. Bancriee had
Suggestad that the resohs-
ton should inchsde a sen-
rence categorically stating

-
(Fram Lefi] Desek @ Brien, Ram Gop
e ik, Barverjes arvd ARhibesh Yadaw, = Hew

that (he bl.o: wm keep its

. Chandra-

ba'bu Niichis TP and Mt

Esh Mumar's JD{U). But this
texd,

it out_
r. Banerjee, according
ta sources, will be holding
mOre OTve-CI-on e meetings
with the other constimusnts
af the bloc

the mext years. We
have to sirike Qow.” a se-
mior  Trimamool leader
said. The Tri 1 is of

al Yactaw, Akchilesh Yaday,
et A

the wview lhal 1he allies

Mr. Banerjee had
said that three BP

Sabha  leader
O Brien said.

NHRC seeks

report on

Nata Pratha
practice

e DL

The Marional Human CHENMNAL
Rights “ommission

Morwegian businesses are
showing a lot of interest in

Messes are showing a lot of
interest here because India
is the fifth- l.argat and fas-
test-gr economy in
rmse be prosecited under | the workd. The treary has
Lowes relating oo human traf-
ficking.

g

-

. ol

May-Elin Steres

nesses also feel secure and
can now rely on this frame-
work for them to operate
within.~

She said Norway will
contribaste a lot in terms of
promoting mwvestments in
Inclia.

EFTAS [pact with In-
dfia] is the first trade treaty
with an investment chap-
ter. We have committed 1o

Cooperation with India to
see manifold increase, says
Norwegian Ambassador

peopleto-people
the Ambassa-

energy, maritime and cir-
cular economy.

A conference on marine
environment :nnl clrcular
economy in Chennat
been scheduled on J-rld:y.
which will focus on shores,

in
India in the coming years
Abtoge!

Morway will contribute a
deTabl
We  will

States told to
monitor fire
safety steps
in hospitals

MEW DELHI

The Union Health Minkssry
sday held a virnsal
the Stares
Territories to

H
sued @ 12-F

and e

strictly monitor hear wave
pr ess, heat-relared
in and autopsy find-

in India and we are looking
forward to i

ings in heat-related deaths,
among others.

‘Modi has said he is open to all suggestions’

It is not easy for an alliance o come badck 1o power for a third time: imrospection on why it failed to achieve the 400-seat targer will have to waie vill

govermment formation, says the LIPRV) chief: alleging that the Opposition ran a false campaign on reservation, he says it won't work all the tme

Sobhana K
WEW DELHI

set to begin a third term,
Lok janshakrl Parcy (Ram
Vilas) president Chirag Pas-

What
think went wrong for
the party?

At times, you ser such

goals for yourself thar i

vou fall short, people start
cu

ing questions. It is not
ment

vernment formation. | am
not sure if 1 should say this
on record, bur in Wecdnes-
ting of NDA al-
lies, Prime Minister Naren-

|

Calling someone arrogant
is the easiest and cliched
way w deride them.
Anyone who has met our
Prime Minister knows that

and open to suggestions.

But with the EIP at 240
— several sears shy of a

— dio you
believe allies will have
muore spacer

we always had a space in
e A B crwine

The Opposition ran a false
na belisve

TTNN\NZ

stromg protests from the
LIP. the NOA government

Why

would the Prime Minister,

who has worked for 25

vears under this Constitu-

ton, take any step to des-
o in?

one umbrella is a gigantic
©

as a dn
get that there are various
regional wariations in Hin-
duism oo,
in the end, the UCC will
be adopted only through a
coomemms within e sl
- after taldng Imn ac-
count

Ty ally's
Tons and ZAdreasing thetr
apprehensions.

Do you think the.
model of NI
should

Independent MP
from Sangli extends
support to Congress

W DELHE

wishal Patil,
MP-elect

Independent

his support
to the party in a formal
lexter.

Mr. Patil also met Con-
gress Parliamentary Party
chairperson Sonia Gandbl
and former party e
hasl Gandhd at lhell nl'ﬁclal
residence.

His expected induction

a convenor and

of
consultations?

In due course, everything
will be sertled. The BIF has
expertly handied the coor-
dinarion so far.

post X, M

Kharge said, ~“Welcoming

the support of the elected

MP from sanghi, Shri vishal

tapasilvishalvp)  to
s party.”

“This is a truly fiming

denr, you extend support
bt there are some techni-
cal ses in joining

After consulting experts, |
will do whatever | need to
do ead.

This support to the Congress
as well.




65.79% turnout in
2024 Lok Sabha
election, says EC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The just-concluded Lok
Sabha election saw a total
voter turnout of 65.79%,
the Election Commission
(EC) said on Thursday. The
turnout in the 2019 elec-
tion was 67.4%.

The poll panel said the
final figures for 2024 could
change as these did not in-
clude postal ballots. Chief
Election Commissioner Ra-
jiv Kumar had said earlier
that a total of 64.2 crore vo-
ters had exercised their
franchise.

Lakshadweep recorded
the highest voter turnout
at 84% followed by Assam
at 81%. The lowest turnout
was recorded in Bihar at
56.19%. Uttar Pradesh
(56.92%) and Mizoram
(56.87%) were the other
low turnout States.

The EC said the overall
voter turnout for the se-
venth phase was 63.88%.

Mr. Kumar, along with

Election Commissioners
Gyanesh Kumar and Dr.
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu,
met President Droupadi
Murmu and submitted the
list of MPs elected to the
18th Lok Sabha.

“A copy of the notifica-
tion issued by the Election
Commission of India, in
terms of Section 73 of the
Representation of People’s
Act, 1951, containing the
names of the Members
elected to the House of the
People following the Gen-
eral Elections to the 18th
Lok Sabha, was submitted
by them to the President,”
a Rashtrapati Bhavan com-
munique said.

Once the list of MPs is
handed over to the Presi-
dent, the formal process to
constitute the Lok Sabha
will begin.

Narendra Modi is set to
take oath on June 9 for a
third consecutive term af-
ter the BJP-led National De-
mocratic Alliance (NDA)
won a majority.

%
2024 LS POLLS TURNOUT 'o,‘
Overall Turnout "‘.

2019 |

67.4%

202+ R 65.75% ==

@ Male @ Female Others
65.80% 65.78% 65.78%
(67.02%in (67.18% (67.18%
2019) in2019) in2019)

States/UT with lowest States/UT with highest

turnout: turnout:

Bihar 56.19% | Lakshadweep 84.16%

Mizoram 56.87% | Assam 81.56%

Uttar Pradesh 56.92% | Tripura 80.93%

Uttarakhand 57.22% | AndhraPradesh 80.66%

Nagaland 57.72% | Sikkim 79.88%




Profile of the 543: How new Lok
Sabha looks by age, professions

LS TERMS SERVED: 52% OF ALL MPs ARE FIRST-TIMERS

1 (Seven)
7 (5% Kerala, has beenelected
No. of .
10 (Five) ‘ 0.0 toaseventhterminLS

MPs
? _ ~—— 116 (One) Words in parentheses are
19 (Four) number of terms served.

i One term in Parliament is
35 (Three) ! 74 (Two)  generally five years.

Kodikunnil Suresh, Cong
280 (Zero) MP from Mavelikkarain

% FIRST-TIMERS BY PARTY: 3 OUT OF 4 TDP, NCP-SP MPs

73 75 75

60 60

s ¢ 5 9 £ & S
o p—
o = =) = =)

SS(UBT)
NCP-SP
LJPRV

AGE PROFILE OF LS: PARLIAMENT IS GETTING OLDER

W 25-40years 41-55years M 56-70years More than 70 years
100
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Average age of MPs in 18th Lok Sabha is 56 years. Only 11% of MPs are 40 or younger.

EDUCATION PROFILE: ALMOST 80% MPs ARE GRADUATES

M Upto Higher Secondary Graduates M Post Graduates Doctoral degree
100 -

LTI LILETTTTLITTD

60 -

40

20
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5% of MPsin 18th Lok Sabha have doctoral degrees. Among them are three women MPs.



PROFESSIONS: FARMERS & SOCIAL WORKERS DOMINATE

Profession % of MPs who reported

Social Work o 48%
Agriculture 3%

Trade & Business - 32%

Law o 7%

Medicine 4%

Art & Entertainment 3%

Teaching - 3%

Retired from Govt Service | 2%
Candidates can report more than 1 profession in their affidavit




India has elected 74 women MPs
to Lok Sabha in the 2024 general
election four less than in 2019 and
52 more than in India’s first
elections in 1952.

These 74 women make just

13.63% of the elected strength of

the Lower House compared to
46% of MPs in South Africa, 35%
in the UK, and 29% in the US.

Indira Gandhi has been India’s first

and only woman Prime Minister.

/




CHANGE INWOMEN'S STRENGTH IN LOK SABHA OVER THE YEARS

o\omo.n_.

v2oc

%9¢t" .v_. 6L02
O\oN._V _._. 141014
_o\owm o_. 6002

P00c
6661
8661

n\omN.m_
o\wNo.m
" a\on."h
o\oh_m.h

9661

o\cm_o.h L66L
%8Y'S 6861
%LL'8 bg6l

%LL'S
. %LGE
_

%2 Y

+\omm q

086L
LLBL
LL6L
L961L

%829 2961
%9t'G LS6L
L o\oi¢ - zcol



STATE NOTA PERCENTAGE

Ny, | gy, |
14% | 128% | 107%
2014 2019 2024
TOP 5 THIS YEAR

NOTA | Totalvoters RE(EiiGllE

DINDIGUL 22,120 | 11,43,196

SRIPERUMBUDUR | 26,450 | 14,35,243 _1.84%

TENKASI 17,165 | 10,31,961 |/ SE].66%

TIRUPPUR 17,737 | 11,35,990 |SESSSI56%

CHENNAI CENTRAL | 11,163 | 7,28614 | 53%




Notable Reforms by
Previous Coalition
Governments:P V

Narasimha Rao
Government (1991-1996)

Fiscal Responsibility &
Budget Management
(FRBM) Act:

Deve Gowda
Government (June 1996-

April 1997):
Dream Budget

Manmohan Singh
Government (2004-
2014):

Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Government (March
1998-May 2004):

Rights Based Reforms:
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Statues shifted on Parliament

premises: Cong. slams mowe

ne premis, a lawn
the old building as part of a landsca exercise,
a that drew criticism from the

Parliamens lbrary. Parey general
secretary |airam Ramesh sad this was an
move. Congress

owed
i ot wte for the Bl e

FIR lodged over medical
student’s remarks on Prophet

The Jammu and Kashmir police on Thursday
report (IR ealrora
ing

Ppost evoked
The police aciion comes 3 day after

the campus, andaueged.q non-local stsdent
posted “bl mous remarks™ on social media
and “refused o remove despite several
requests~_ The college has suspended the
student

NIA arrests terror accused
in Iy for “w W
The National Investigarion Agency (ML) on

sthnlc wnrest in Manipur. The Sia said the ey
accused. Th Haokip, 2

the kubd Narioral Fromt- Mﬂum-pu:»u

(RCNF-MC), was allegedly involved in “amacks on
security forces s various places durlngme
Dency and vialence

China protests PM's comment

China on Thursday protested over prime Minister
Narendra Modl's comment that he looke
forward to having clos vkt T and
insisted thar Mew Delhlshnudeesls( the Taiwan
ties® ~political calculations™_ China
Taiwan as a rebel pr
the l:na].n]s

thing as

abour and resiss th
irie cal calculations, and
rotrain trom duing things St violate the
one-China principle,” Ms. Mao sakd. -

Pro-Khalistan
slogans raised
at Golden
Temple

The Hindu Bureao
ChANDIGARE

Slogans favousing Edhalls-
mn (sove

Supporters and activists

of Dal Khalsa, and Sikh har-

Akali Dal
CAmritsary, Simranji singh
Mann, raised slogans of
~Ehalistan Zindabad™ dor-
ing the o on  of
sikh d.

=t Singh,
chief priest of the Akal
Takht, the highest Sikh

Bengal post-poll clash victiims
can file plaints with DGP: HC

Court says

s can
i]_l}'sgvlulen(_t-wu:s repur(edaﬁ.m several districts with BJP and CPIM) supporters facing assault

BOLKATA

xpressing concern
gver postpoll vio-
nce in West Ben-

wias a witness to,
or was a wictim of aoy

post-pall
rectly Iod.ge a cnmplalnl
with the DG

-rhgmunwas hearing a

e court said the pol-
ice  stasion  concermed
would register an FIR im-

int

by personnel and local people during a clash an
the day of the first phase of pods in North 24 Pargsns districe. P10

Central forces, would. I
necessary, work together
to protect the life and pro-
prerty of the citizens.
Emphasising the State’s

rovesled » copmlsbis of
fence. The Bench
that Fliis would be -

an unfair treatment of the
Sikhs by the Uniom
Eovernment.

Police, which, along with

steps taken_
BJF workers in fear
Hundreds of Bharatya Ja-

nata Party supporters have
raken shelter in different

ing to Delhi and will speak

the receiving end of the ar-
tacks

Wiclence was reported

offices of the party, alleg-
ing that they were artacked
I:y guppﬁr(ms nFlbe ruling

on 'rhul'sdsy “Trina-

in West Bengal mg(rlmm;

area. Tonight, I am travell-  the BIP to 12

Kangana
slapped by
CISF constable
at airport

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHD

naus, BiE ME-
d

during the security check.
As 1 went through the se-

serzorism in Punjabs
rmer

have alleged that ghe haxi

made derogatory remarks

against farmers during the

2000-Z1 protest.

The Shiromani Curdwa-
ra Parbandhak (_'nmrn.'ne
demanded an unbiased
Vestigarion to find out I
Ms. Hanaut made provoca-
tive remarks at the airport.

NEET aspirants allege
discrepancies, urge
NTA to hold re-test

The Hindu Burean e
MEw DELIn these lssses,” it

ting widespread rregu-
Larities in how the National

ligibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET) for

admission  discrepancies
o medical loges was  due to grec fes =

conducted, a section of as- ts  have also
pirants on Thursday wrote  pointed our that the mid-
to the National Testng labass

amination process.

They highlighsed an al- while students have de-
leged question paper leak  m a re-examination,
in Bihar, hidden grace the MTA in a statement has

arl “iMlogically high™  sakd the integrity of the ex-

00
have cigmed the petinomn.

we, the ersigned stu- nst ~unfair means cas-
dents and concerned citl-  es~ has been taken accord-
mens of India, are writing to ing o the exis

bring 1o your immediarear-  cluding the < eneiation o

rention the serious rregu-

system are at stake, and we

India is now ‘second-biggest
foreign threat” to Canadian
democracy, says report

MEW DELHI

A parliamentary commic-

Columbia.

“India emesged as the
secomd- sgnificant fo-
relgm interference threat 1o
inss

india has alieged that Canada
ha space of operation
40 pro-shalistsn elemerts

ed. “It became clear during
the period of this review
that its efforts had externd-
ed beyond countering
what it perceived as pro-

1 efforts in Cana-

agems
of the Government of In-

g
tee of Parllamentarians re-

port.
1t stated that alleged in-
terference by India has
“slowly increased” bur at
time the opera-

ecome expand-

dar. Following this, ind i
da T e interfering in

munities.” the report sakd,
e describing China =
foreign threat

Parliament
breach: Delhi
police to file
chargesheet

SEW DELIL

Months after six persons
were jailed under terror
charges  for

sancrion ©o prosecute the
six persons under the Un-
lawhul Activites (Preven-
thom Act (UAPA)_

‘On December 13, 2023,
two of the six accused
Jumped into the Well of the
Lol activating co-
lmnrgpwaycanns:asludden
in their shoes. The ac-
cused. who | allegedly

hed the Parliament
security to protest agaknst
the governments handling
of issues such as
Ploryment aml fasmcra® £
sis, have been in jail for the

past six months as police
Sought al extensbons
ta file the charges! )

TErEs BAwlRARrRE

st by Arciand

1 Helps to follow extremely pawerful matersal (5)
A Seemehow bear with i, peed o retum o the sity (5]

B Sea creatures snce, regularly seen with a head gear (6
20 Heis on top of the bridge on a smel shig (8]

12 powmalistic erder, mot just satirical (8]

To sohve this puele onlie.
Rt TS 8o our crossword s
gt g pee Mok Ehgy T

13 Greek snd German shrice (6)

1S Fail ke snvite a tenant farener (4,1,7)

18 Bestto back hurdred and cne (6.2.4]

21 Come back ta a dissiller (6)

2z Generate fancy drink (5,3}

24 Show off foad weth fibre (5

25 Run around parts of Landan, it's s swirdle (5]
26 Shepherd stories, half of them hewe cony (51
27T Seeobstructan  the button hale (5]

Down

1 Royalty pets 509 aver land (5]

2 oyractine fart wath guns st around - exmples of
3 Copy lnk for a card game (3.6)

5 Tribal men guand sne that heals (4}
&

T

s

Recaversd ghory incorporsting last of the excte danes
28

Close ta the courtry mara
Stender direction posnter (5}
11 He waves a flag and an cue three of themn enter (7}
14 Somehow press got the identity of these black widows
il

16 Day time, it's money city (5]

AT A day spent n modest surroundings is smenoral (8)
crmved writhout back 16)

3

23 Industrial actian expesed the capaal ja)

ST EL
-

926

6|2
=

7

3

FAITH
-~
1 Parental affection
1 1 aslks to tell Dasaracha that his son
vd F= Lakshmana does not respect him_ Rama is everything to
him — brother, father and all relatives
s8la Dasaratha is relieved 1o Teear this. said Velukkudi Krish-
nan in a discourse. He fieels thar of his four sons Lakshma-
o D g  maisthe best.
2| Dasaratha's favourite son is Rama. Mausally, anyone
i who cares for Rama becomes dear to him. Rams recipro-
3 L cares Lakshmana's affection.
- After = does not feel
[&] £ he has loss his r. for in Lakshrmana He sees @ ©
8 parent. Sumitra’s words kshmana match his mood
1 & and desire_ She tel mana that he o happily
© iothe forest She usges him t ook upon Sita w his math-
2|7 s 5 er. Rama must be seen as his
r S, T Dasaratha and Surmitra wanted hmana to

CAFFICULTY RATING: i or o o

ce everyome |
the Lord the parent of eve

Laks]
n Rama. And this is as it should be., for is not

ne in this workd? Arjuna is

ryo
the Lord shows him His Viswaroopa. Who

the way he took Hber-
for its mis-

he parent of the whole
kindly, and forgve

satition 1o previsus purris T ———
= et 93 Z]8[BA[1 75 uequalmmlsma_hea

47 S1|193(2 68 Arjuna regre
6 1 8|7 2 5034 theh it Rl i Poeives bis LS
27471(8/5 7[3/9]6| ke, Likewise Arjuna wants Krishna to forsive him

= 3 86941527 had ordered Krishna arouncl. bt is ondy mow that he lonows

o] 15 g Z 3 g sg g ; ma:xnshnahasmbegtnmmgnrend_

=] p= { i 1 hat Krishna being

i 715 3[4 86 B/ 2| worts muint Took apon his miseses

£ si2iolsITFisli4l1l3 him.



India is now ‘second-biggest
foreign threat’ to Canadian
democracy, says report

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

A parliamentary commit-
tee report in Canada has
described India as the se-
cond-biggest foreign threat
to the country’s democra-
cy. The revelations of the
report added to the nega-
tive state of the bilateral re-
lations between the two
countries, which have
been caught in a diplomat-
ic spat since the June 2023
killing of a pro-Khalistan
ideologue in Surrey, British
Columbia.

“India emerged as the
second-most significant fo-
reign interference threat to
Canada’s democratic insti-
tutions and processes,”
said the National Security
and Intelligence Commit-
tee of Parliamentarians re-
port.
It stated that alleged in-
terference by India has
“slowly increased” but at
the same time the opera-
tion has become expand-

India has alleged that Canada
has allowed space of operation
to pro-Khalistan elements.

ed. “It became clear during
the period of this review
that its efforts had extend-
ed beyond countering
what it perceived as pro-
Khalistani efforts in Cana-
da to include interfering in
Canadian democratic pro-
cesses and institutions, in-
cluding through the target-
ing of Canadian politicians,
ethnic media and Indo-Ca-
nadian ethnocultural com-
munities,” the report said,
while describing China as
the topmost foreign threat

to Canada’s democracy.

While such threat as-
sessment is part of the Ca-
nadian government’s prac-
tices, the focus has
increasingly shifted to Chi-
na and India in recent
years. India and Canada
have seen heated diplo-
matic exchange since the
murder of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar on June 18, 2023,
when the pro-Khalistan
preacher was murdered by
unknown assailants in
Surrey.

Subsequently, in Sep-
tember, Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau had said Nijjar
was murdered by “agents
of the Government of In-
dia”. Following this, India
had put a pause on issuing
visas to Canadian citizens.
Earlier this year, the Cana-
dian Security Intelligence
Service had pointed fingers
at foreign countries, in-
cluding India, for being in-
volved in the election pro-
cess of Canada. The Centre
had denied that allegation.
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Food price rise ely sped up in May”
hA—
Crisil's food cost tracker finds meal costs s 9% rearonvear last month compared with the 8% gain in zemee B
April. when official retail food inflation was 8.7%;: cost of a thali dropped 7% as broiler prices dedined 16% [ ;,:,E.Z ‘3:’3
still stood at the seocornd- Lorarer mion arrivals
MEW DELHL Weg thali dearer five months  on account of a significant | ey 5o

10y

o s exclusive branch

for start-ups in Chennai

Indian Owerseas Bank (IOB) said it had opened its

credit schemse 1)

* Bor B
start-ups, and on boardesd 35 start-ugps.

Quality control norms relaxed

for import of polvester fibre

Textile and garment exporters mportng

polyester and viscose fibres under Advance

Autiaorisstion, Export Orlented Unile, and Special
Zone have been

from the mandatory quality contral order (OO

Homwever, the ex

period for such.

P
imports is restriceed to 180 days from the date of

clearance of Import conskgnmen
:0 exemption, the Directorate General
“Trade said in a notification on

Qc
Foreign

1s in respect of
Thursday.

TVS Srichakra rolls out

steel-belted radial tyvres

TVS Srichalrn Ledl, the malkers of TVS Eurogrln
the uction of steel

ood inflaton  may
have hardened in

April's 8%,
to hit a four-month hi
Tomato, onion and

prices surped about 40%,
while inflation in rice and
pulses held firm, CRISIL's
food costs racker shows.

had sped to a four-month
high of B7% in April from

Food inflation may haws hardencd I May, 22 the avernge cast

of a home-cosked veg thall
T e, e and potate
prices mrgec about 0w, wiila
e, pulses infiaton held

forian mesls costan sverage
OF 37 A s peracn i Mers

manth high

retail  inflation

CRISIL Marker Intelligence
& Analytics Roti Rice Rare
report reckoned.

Tomato gains soften
There was a price rise of
395, A% and 43% In toma-

potato and onion, res-
Peciivaly, reflecting & Sght
softe: in tomato infla-

drnp in rabi acreage cou-
ed with 2 e in pota-
to arrivals on account of

‘Local air passenger
traffic rose 5.1% in May”’

ress Trust of Tndia
r\-rumaa.n

Domestic  air-passenger
wraffic grew 5.0% vear-on-
year to an estimated 138,95
million in and was sig-
nificantly higher by abous
14% than pre-COVID levels,

ncy BORA

passenger trafic with a
relatively stable cost envi-
ronment and expectarions
of the wend contimsing in
Fyaoms.

The airlines” capaciy
ployment in the pre-

pre-COVID lewels of about
142 million in F¥2020, the
ratings agency sasd.

ECB cuts interest rates ever as
inflation fight is far from over

Beuters
FRANKFURT

2019 on Thursday, citing

ton even as it acknow-
ledged was far
from over.

new forecasts, the
ECE said it expected infla-
o E 2.2% in

ing
bank's 2% target well into
et year.

Inflation in the 20 na-
thons that share ﬂIE euros
has eased o 2.6% fro ov-

ss has
stalled recently and what
had kooked like the start of

Custing irs deposit rate
75% from

meesr year.” sl
“pt is nnlikely we'll see
back-to-back  curs,” d

o
Market Intelligence.

E X
hold 73.38% stake in the
merged entity and Si
pore Adrlines 25.1%.

balance 1.52% will be held

b o wrpmowe the it
er of Vistara's crew, opera-
tons akrcraft to Al

‘Tube Investments to set aside
I500-cr. capex for core business’

crore in the EV space, said
2 top company

“well be investing close
0TSO0 crore in this finan-
cial year for the [TH] core
business,” Executive vice
Chairman  Vellayan  Sulb-
biah sabd during an ana-
hysts call

wellayan Subbiah

wisions, which in_ turn
would go for capaciy ex-
pansion and  capabilicy

"Muﬁlﬂ"lhlsfil)ﬂ crore
il ger spent in this Ascal

T CRD T A
said €500 crore wonid be

as metal Farmed A

me money will
be towasds wark in pro-
gress, and £t spent
by 0} or (32 of FY25" Mr.
e

As far as capex for clean

mobil is  concerned,
TICAMPL plans o set aside
72 crore i e-three

Ta
panys prodisction

BAHOW trucks, taking the
totd capmclty o ohocot
4,500, he added

‘India HNWIs” wealth
rises to $1.446 billion

HENGALURL

1'he number of hi
orth individ

12.4% in 2023 to $14457
billion. Marker ey
in 2025 sparked a $3.8 wil-
lion increase in the coun-
ry's HNWES we:

the best

respectively. A resilient
economy and robust pes-
formance of the equity

‘India must spend up
to $385 bn for RE goal’

Esaters
BENGALLURL

Jmﬂawju have to invest as

source of electricity gener-
ation for the next decade,
s Ratings

ndia, a major green-
house gas emitter, said it
aims to ramp up non-fossil
fuel capacity set by 50 GW

each year to help meet SO0
GW e it missed its tar-
getorwscwby

o spend 5190 billion o

S215 billion on capacity ov-

BODZ-I4, attracting priv-
ate Investments_

Regulator SEBI expands
promoter definition for
IPO-bound companies

BrLMEAL

The ewxchanges hawe ex-

ping the marker for a
ring. said
mnpeup1e1.n the know.

iy of directors or ks named
as such in an offer docu-
Earlier, founders
ding 25% were desmed

For the past wn or 5o,
SEBI has been
. founders of PO
companies holding
10% or more classify them-
selves as promoters. SEBI
has yet to stroduce o con-
sulation paper or amy
amending regulations o
past this view inbo practice,
according ro experts.

What norms
The new gaidetines now go
a step further, and
founders hold.

=, = ::

ot —

volved in its management,
sakd experts. “A brother or
father ofa promoter wiho is
a non- utive  director
and dees oot hold amy

‘will be classified as part of
the prometer group., even

may net be in-
the

volved in business of
the listed

ing 10% will all be promo-
ters ifthey are key manage-
rial personnel (KMP) or a

Omce part of the promoter

unssual for im-
madiste relstives o Tl
10% or more ndian

companies despite nnt e
ing on the board -

Definktinm issmes: The new normes say founders collestively halding
105 will all be prommceers iF they are KMP: RESTERS

Last year. Khubilal ju-
Rathod and Vimal-

Pectus for Flair writing in-
dhestries.

Later, relatives Rajesh
Rathod, Mohit Rathod and
Surmit each holbd-
ing 10%, were included as
Promoters

Conseque: seweral
relatives of these three new
promoters,  including in-

wers made part of
s promoter groug.

BEUMEAL

SEBI came our with a fra-

lakh (if annual revenue of
ML ks Bess than $300 crore)
to £25 lakh (if annual reve-

The new framework will

al objec
of sur\r\ail.l.anm by Mils is
thus to the mar

The subjective definition of
promoter has been a sub-

reillance by wl-




India must spend up
to $385 bn for RE goal

Reuters
BENGALURU

India will have to invest as
much as $385 billion to
meet its target of 500 giga-
watts (GW) of renewable
energy (RE) by 2030, but
coal will remain a key
source of electricity gener-
ation for the next decade,
Moody’s Ratings said.
India, a major green-
house gas emitter, said it
aims to ramp up non-fossil
fuel capacity set by 50 GW
each year to help meet 500
GW target. It missed its tar-
get of 175 GW by 2022.
Moody’s, however, esti-
mates an annual capacity
addition of about 44 GW
will help achieve the goal.
For that, India will have
to spend $190 billion to

$215 billion on capacity ov-
er the next six to seven
years and another $150 bil-
lion to $170 billion for
transmission and distribu-
tion, the credit ratings
agency estimates.

India’s strong policy
support boosted the RE
share to about 43% in its
power capacity mix in fis-
cal 2023-24, attracting priv-
ate investments.



Renewable Energy target of India

Become Net Zero
Carbon Emitter by 2070
N

Produce 500 GW from
@Q @ <9 renewable energy by 2030
& and 175 GW by 2022
Present status of India with
respect to renewable energy

103.056w

Produce 100 GW from
solar energy by 2022

T
——-"

Share of Renewable energy in Break-up of the total energy installed
electricity installed capacity from different renewable sources
41.09cw
(o) :
3 8 * 2 7 % 2 Solar Energy
Share of Renewable energy in ' 4th
electricity installed capacity
India’s position in évgd' ggGW
26.96° the world with 2
s 7o respect to overall
Share of electric energy 4.79GW ] 0 .34GW

renewal energy
Power

generated by renewable
sources

Biomass



10% =
Solar Poever: 2.5% E ‘-

10% 40,085 MW Biomass:
Wind Power: 39,274 MW 10,145 MW
Small Hydro:
0
1% 4,786 Mw Coal:
Nuclear: 6,780 MW/ : 204,080
1.7% MW
51%
Hydro:
46,723 MW 1.7%
1 20/0 Lignite: 6,620

MW

Installed Energy Generation Capacity in India
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ADVANTAGE
INDIA

Installed Renewable Energy Capacity® (in GW)

FrEL

As of July 2021, India had
9696 GW of renewable
energy capactty,  and
represents 25.2% of the

87.0

opportunity for the expansion
of green data centres.

Node: & - inchedes wind, solar, b power and small hydno; *Unitil June 3021

overall  installed  power
capaclty, providing a great

Installed Capacity for Different RES [as of June 2021) [GW)
W Sodar Power

= Wi Povaes

u filo-Power

m Srriall Hiydio

F¥i6

Electricity Generation from RES (billion unit)

126.8
1018
] .
LasH] FYi9

7

1270

P20

-

Green Energy Corridor

Robust demand: In June 3021, Prime Minister Mr. Marendra Modi stated that rerewable energy capacity in India ™y

I L

| Wind-Salar Hybrid Solar Parks and Ultra
Policy Mega Solar Power
/ - Projects

increaded by JS0% betweon 2014 amd 2001 and the country ramks amang the top five globally in terms of installad
renewable energy capacity.

Compaetitive advantage: india ranked third on the EY Renewable Ensngy Country Attracihve Index, Ad per the Beitish
Business Emergy, Irdla ranks third on rencwable energy investments and plare. Indis was ranked fourth in wind
power, Filth in wolar powes and Tourth In renewable power indtalled capacity, as of 2030,

Policy support: in July 3021, to encowage mooftop solar [RTS) throughout the country, notably in raral reglons, the
Ministry af New and Renewable Energy plans 1o undertake Rocltop Solar Programme Phase 1|, which sims 1a
install RTS capacity of 4,000 MW in the residential sector by 2027 with a provision of subsidy.

Incraasing Investmenti: Non-comsntional enengy sectar received FIN inflose of LSS 10,02 billan betwesn April
2000 and March J021.

~
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KYIV
Ukraine des

's Russian t

in Crimea: military intelligence

Ukrainian forces destroyed 3 Russian tugboat on the coast

Moscow-a

<Crimean peninzuls early on Thursday, Kyiv's GUR

¥ il said_ Grey

footage by the GUR

bea quickiy
2 body of water before the connection is lost. A

sspon

TEHRAN
30 held in raid

Iran lice on

‘satanist’ gathering. say state media

BERLIN

Olaf Scholz backs deportation of
‘criminals’ after policeman killed

~

Iranian suthorities have arrested
" 2% 3n event with “alcoholic drinks",

%0 3 “satarist netw

REUTERS.

30 people sspected of belonging

adie, Fara s aggonrc, raporemcl e Thoradey A sotal of 18 saen
2nd 12 women” were arrested 3 3 gathering in the northerm
prowince of Mazandaran, the agency reported. v

~

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said on Thi
. even i they come from Syria or

criminals” should be deported,

Afghanistan after an Afghan asyium secker stabbed

RELTERS

that “serious

poice officer

2o death. He abo said glorifying Scts of terror was “against 31 our

values”, and could in future be puni

YEMEN

18 killed in clashes between Yemen

government forces and Houthis

~

22 least 18 combatants have been kiied in battles between Yemeni
Sowernment forces and Iran-backed Houths rebets in the country™s
Southwest, military officials said on Thursday. The attack came

dexpite = RAlin Aighting that has targaly held
by

e the expley of 3
nited Nations in April 2022, e

Spain to join South Africa’s
Gaza case at top UN court

“We want

cace to return to Gaza’ savs

ish Foreign Minister: Mexico, Colombia, Nicaragua.

Libya. and the Palestinians waiting for the 1CJ to grant approval to their requests to join the case

Associated Press
BARCELONA
pain  became on
Thursday the first

for permission to join
South Africa’s case accus-
fop; Iarmel ‘of gendckie in

bou(h Africa filed Its
case with the International
Court of justice late last
year. It alleged that istael
was breaching geno-
cide convention in its mili-
tary assault that has laid
waste 1o large swaths of
Gaza.

The court has ordered
i1srael to immediately hah
fts military offensive in
southern Gaza city of u
fah but stopped short of or-

Latest mowe: Spanish Foresgn Minister Jose Manuel Albares holds a

press conference 2t his Minstry
complied and shows no
sign of doing so.

‘We take the decision

~ Spanish Forekgn Minis-
ter 3ose Manuel Al

said in Madrid ~
peace to retwrn to Gaza
and the Middle East. and
for that to happen we must

uarters in Madrid. AFe

all support the court.™
Mexico, Colombia, Nica-
ragua, Libya, and the Pal-
estinians are waiting for
the International Court of

Israel denies it is com-
mitting genocide in its mil-
ftary operation to crush

wriggered by its

d.eadly October 7 attacks in
southern Israel.

Once admitted w the

case, Spain would be able

to make written submis-

the Iatest move by the go-
vernment Sociall
Pnrne Mln‘ser Pedro S&n—
peacemak-
ing eﬂuns in Gaza_
Spain, Iraland, and Noe-

Soldier killed
in Hezbollah
drone strike,
says Israel
France presse
FERUSALEM
1 he Israeli military sai
been killed
strike Iaun(hed by Leba-
non's Iran-backed llmi)ol—
lah group, the latess fatality
in months of bc(ds <lash-

Staff Sergeant
Kauders 'k‘el.l | fghting in the

Zelenskyy attends D-Day
events, seeks Western aid
to check Russia’s invasion

KEARKIV
L‘kxamlan President Volo-
joined

Js
oarid leaders In Prance on
Thursday to commemo-
rate the D-Day invasion
and seek more Western
help even as his forces bat-
tled to stave off a Russtan

sught near the eastern

way
Palestinian state on May

28,

While Mr. Sinchez has
condemned the attacks by
Hamas and joined de-
mands for the return of the
mmammg israeli host

he has not shied away from
the diplomatic backlash
from Iscac), His backing of
the Palestinians is general-
Iy supported in Spain.

north~ on Wednesday, thy <city of Kharkiv in Europe’s

military aaid on ks website. | bigeest  confice  stnce
In a briefing to repor- | World War IL

cers, military mMr. y and his

Colonel Peter | wife, Olena, attended the

ders. 39, | 80th anniw events in

Lerner said o
killed in a Hezbollah

of Hurfeish.
vastating result, of course,
of a soldier killed,” Mr. Ler-
ner

The Times of Israel new-

who
supported Kylv's efforts in
war, in its third
year. He will meet with
French officials in Paris on
Friday.
Ulkraine is fighting to
hold back a recent Russian
push in eastern areas, in-

Usrainion President

2t the internationat ceremorsy in Normandy on Thursday. A

itself against a menacing
eastward expansion of the
NATO military alliance.

o T

condlict as a clash between

drones struck an oil refin-
eryandafueldepo(ln!(us-

sian border regions, offi-
cials in the targeted areas
said on Th in Kyiv'

free-
dom and Russian tyranny.
Russia says it &s defending

100 killed in militia group’s
attack on Sudan village

CARO

At least 100 persons were

A grassroots group set
up o to protect residents in
'ad Madani, the capital ci
(y ‘of Gezira, sald late Wed-
nesday on social media
that the paramilitary force,
which has been hghting
the Sudanese army for ov-
er a year, used heavy artil-
lery to beslege and attack
the village.

The deanl Resistance
Committe: which has
been lhlea(ened and at-
tacked by the RSF in the

Sudancse army and
RSF has wrecked the
country and hed

accused the

attacks which it sald start-

ed We. morning.
The RSF claimed in De-

cember that it had seized

miles) southeast of the Su-
danese capital, Khartoum,
and a for hundreds
of thousands of people dis-
placed by fighting.
displaced

resistance committee
he RSF invaded the
displacing  resi-

The Sudanese transi-

tional governmen: in a
statement on its Telegram
1 condemned the
and called for the

unity
RSF

clashing with the Sudanese

oy
“Our lnmes 1
stand idly by face of
any e o gather-
ings by the enemy and will

Hundreds of
thousands have been dis-
placed.
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Mission successs The United Launch Alisnce Atlas V rocket with Boeing's CST-100 Starliner spacecraft launches from Cape Canaveral Space
Force Station in Florida. carmying veteran astronauts Bacry Wilmore and Surita Wiliams 1o the Intemationat Space Station. AsP

Climate conference

BakU

The annual climate confe-
rence to be held here in
November will lay particu-
lar stress on ~peace” and

" to enable countries

Azerbaijan  government
said at a media briefing this
week.

The 29th edition of the
Conference of Parties
(COP) — as the climate con-

cm

ference is called — is set to

accelerating action in this
Sitticaldecode. b0 achicve

jan as the host means
it will po e over COP-29
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steer countries into achiev-
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an atmosphere of peace.
“We are now seeing that

the world is
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in a Cold Warlike situa-

tar-
get above $100 billion and

the urgency of the

above p: levels
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Coun-
tries can be on different
sides on mat-
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During the COP [mee], all
cannons should stop.” He
said this in reference to the
Russia-Ukraine war

Mr. Hajiyev said he had

lighted the recent cessa-
ton of

‘First fatal
human case
of H5N2 bird
flu identified’

Agence France Presse
GENEVA

The World Health Organi-
zation said on Wednesday

The patient, who died
on April 24 after develop-
riness of

and

tions™, the WHO said.
Mexican health authori-
rted the

23, after a S9-year-old was

Mexico

Ciry. The WHO said the

case was the ~first labora-
ed

March,
with other outbreaks iden-
tified in the State of Mexi-
co. But it said establishing
a link between the human
case and the  infec-
tions was so far impossible,
estimating the risk to peo-
ple as “low

different variant of
bird flu. HSNI, has been

fi

Azerbafian and Armenia_
(The writer was part of a
South-Asia_media _delega-
tion invited to Azerbaijan)

or  weeks
among dairy cow herds in
the United States, with a
small number of cases re-
ported among humans.
Amx
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Mission success: The United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket with Boeing’s CST-100 Starliner spacecraft launches from Cape Canaveral Space

Force Station in Florida, carrying veteran astronauts Barry Wilmore and Sunita Williams to the International Space Station. ArFp



Atlas V is an expendable launch system and the fifth major version in the Atlas
launch vehicle family.

Originally designed by Lockheed Martin, now being operated by United
Launch Alliance (ULA), a joint venture between Lockheed Martin and Boeing.

It is used for DoD (Department. Of Defense), NASA, and Commercial
payloads.

It is America’s longest-serving active rocket.




* The mission, heading to
the International Space Station,aims to
establish the U.S. with two operational
spacecraft for astronaut launches if

successful.



 Dragon capsule of SpaceX:

 The Dragon spacecraft is capable of carrying up to 7 passengers to and
from Earth orbit, and beyond.

e Itis the only spacecraft currently flying that is capable of returning significant
amounts of cargo to Earth, and is the first private spacecraft to take humans

to the space station.



Soyuz spacecraft of Russia:

It is a series of spacecraft which has been in service since the 1960s. It was designed
for the Soviet space program by the Korolev Design Bureau (now Energia).

The Soyuz succeeded the Voskhod spacecraft and was originally built as part of
the Soviet crewed lunar programs.

It is launched on a Soyuz rocket from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.




* What is Boeing Starliner?
 The Boeing Starliner is a spacecraft designed to transport astronauts to space.

* [tincludes a crew capsule, where astronauts reside and which can withstand reentry
to Earth, and a service module equipped with life support systems and engines.

* While the crew capsule is reusable, the service module is not.

* Itis more than 4 m wide and can house up to seven astronauts. It can be fit atop
an Atlas V rocket.



* Purpose:

 To transport astronauts to and from the Intemational Space Station (ISS), serving as
an alternative to SpaceX's Dragon capsule and Russia’s Soyuz, which were the only
means of transport after NASA’s Space Shuttle program ended in 2011.



Climate conference in November to emphasise ‘peace’ and ‘truce’

Jacob P. Koshy
BAKU

The annual climate confe-
rence to be held here in
November will lay particu-
lar stress on “peace” and
“truce” to enable countries
to focus on climate solu-
tion amid ongoing con-
flicts, a top adviser to the
Azerbaijan  government
said at a media briefing this
week.

The 29th edition of the
Conference of Parties
(COP) — as the climate con-

cCM

ference is called — is set to
further agenda points de-
cided in the 28th edition in
Dubai such as a firm com-
mitment to “transition
away from the use of fossil
fuels... in a just, orderly
and equitable manner, and
accelerating action in this
critical decade, to achieve
net zero by 2050.”

The choice of Azerbai-
jan as the host means that
it will preside over COP-29
proceedings and try to
steer countries into achiev-
ing consensus on address-

A view of Dubai’s Expo City, the venue where the United Nations

Climate Change Conference COP-28 was held. FILE PHOTO

ing the climate crisis. Most
countries have agreed on
the urgency of the problem

and the need to keep tem-
peratures from rising 1.5C
above pre-industrial levels

by the end of century.

A long-standing criti-
cism and a matter of deep
division between deve-
loped and developing
countries is that a 2009
commitment by developed
countries to mobilise $100
billion a year between
2020 and 2025 for deve-
loping countries has only
been partially realised. A
major item that is expected
to be firmed up in 2024 is
to decide a new annual tar-
get above $100 billion and
agreement on whether

these will be in the form of
grants or loans.

However, deliberating
on all these would require
an atmosphere of peace.
“We are now seeing that
geopolitically the world is
in a Cold War-like situa-
tion,” said Hikmet Hajiyev,
top adviser to Azerbaijan
President, Ilham Ayilev,
“The world is divided but
Azerbaijan’s position is
that the climate issue is so-
mething different. Coun-
tries can be on different
sides on geopolitical mat-

ters but climate affects eve-
rybody and needs an inclu-
sive process. So, we are
proposing a COP-truce.
During the COP [meet], all
cannons should stop.” He
said this in reference to the
Russia-Ukraine war

Mr. Hajiyev said he had
sounded out the UN on this
and as an example he high-
lighted the recent cessa-
tion of hostilities between
Azerbaijan and Armenia.
(The writer was part of a
South-Asia media delega-
tion invited to Azerbaijan)




* COPs are gatherings held within the framework of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), a multinational
treaty established in 1992.

* These meetings, denoted by the acronym COP, serve as the official
sessions of the Conference of the Parties.

* During these sessions, participating countries (Parties) evaluate global
endeavors aligned with the primary goal of the Paris Agreement, aiming
to restrict global warming to approximately 1.5 °C above pre-industrial
levels.



() UNFCCC

W Conference of Parties (COP)

® Supreme decision-making body of ® Meets every year (unless the Parties
UNFCCC decide otherwise)

® Meets in Bonn, the Secretariat (unless @ First COP - held in Berlin, Germany
a Party offers to host the session) (1995)

COPs and Their Major Outcomes
® @ e
COP 3 (1997) COP 7 (2001) COP 8 (2002)
Kyoto, Japan Marrakech, Morocco New Delhi, India T
Adopted Kyoto Marrakech Accords + Delhi Declaration (development
Protocol (legally signed (set stage for needs of the poorest countries
binded developed ratification of Kyoto *» Technology transfer for climate
countries to reduce Protocol) change (CC) mitigation)
emission targets)
- L 2 L 2 L 2
COP 15 (2009) COP 14 (2008) COP 13 (2007)
Copenhagen, Denmark Poznan, Poland Bali, Indonesia
Developed countries « Adaptation Fund Bali Road Map and Bali
pledged up to $30 billion under Kyoto Protocol action plan (on shared
v in fast-start finance (for launched vision, mitigation,
2010-12) » Poznan Strategic adaptation, technology
Programme on and financing)
Technology Transfer

. o @ A




e ® ® ~N
COP 16 (2010) COP 18 (2012) COP 19 (2013)
Cancun, Mexico Doha, Qatar Warsaw, Poland
» Cancun Agreements Doha Amendment to » Warsaw Framework
(assist developing Kyoto Protocol (reducing for REDD Plus
nations in dealing GHG emissions by 18% « Warsaw International
with CC) compared to 1990 levels) Mechanism for Loss
« Established: Green and Damage
Climate Fund
® ° ~
COP 24 (2018) COP 21 (2015)
Katowice, Poland Paris, France
Rulebook for Paris « Paris Agreement (global temp. well below 2°C
Agreement (actions to be above pre-industrial times
taken as per NDCs) » Climate finance by rich countries
« yearly $100bn funding pledge by rich countries)
® N
COP 26 (2021)
Glasgow, UK

* India announced Net Zero Targets 2070
* India called for “phase-down" of coal-based power
* Glasgow Breakthrough Agenda (by 41 countries + India)




DRILY FROM

ANMEDABAD. CHANDIGARN. DEL!

L SAIFUR. KOLKATA. Lucwl

Al NAGPUR. PUNE. VADODARA

S TheIndian EXPRESS

FRIDAY. SUNE 7. 2024. NEW DELHI. LATE CITY. 22 PAGES

BusiNess as Usoar
By UNNY

ey rov ttes o7
sEcmr -

e
Woera.
'

China objects
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Swearing-in ceremony Sunday, talks
on Govt formation, berths intensify

RSS and BJP hold
talks, ‘share views
on poll outcome”
;.IZ MATHEW

NEW DELbiL JUNE S

AMID HECTIC parleys on the
omposition of the incoming

2 Mo, the BIP lead-
ership held a meeting Thursday
with « RSS functicnaries -
chudi = the
intertace the ana
the San

EL o danys after
the BJPlos majocity in Lok Sabha
following a decade of single-

and NDA on theis

Ching-te and Modi on the poll
ouscome.

party o ac the Centre.
rook p! he day the BjF

leadcrihip was huddicd in

£alks to work out 3 farmula for

et formation

ons on the natre and partic-

pPation of pastness in the coali

tion

La
elected Taiwan's President last
FRORER. in 3 post on X Said: My

Prime

AMinsster i on his.
Sorvward

mmntwnmmmmemdmmmw:smm 1Sth Lok Sabha

from Chief
Kumar.

msumb'swwmummwny

Chandrababu back, so is his
dream project for Amaravati
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makes tough reforms feasible: CEA
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Uncertainty over Odisha
popular medical scheme
as BJP says will end it
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Ao 20rm webietishie: BB had prom-
ised to replace with the Cenre’s
Ayushiman Bharat Yosana if it
caevee 10 powes in Odisha, has led

tients within days of a change of

suard in the state.
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" Kangana
at airport, says
mocked mother
at farm protest
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recently won the Mandi Lok
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‘PM, Shah and media
house’: Rahul demands
JPC investigation into
market-poll crash link

BJP’s Piyush Goyal: Markets mature,
retail investors benefited the most
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SpaceX’s Starship launches for a test flight from Boca Chica, Texas, Thursday. Spacex

SpaceX’s Starship survives return
to Earth, achieves landing test

REUTERS
TEXAS, JUNE 6

SPACEX’S STARSHIP rocket sur-
vived a fiery, hypersonic return
from space and achieved abreak-
through landing demonstration
in the Indian Ocean on Thursday,
completing a full test mission
around the globe on the rocket's
fourth try.

Starship’s controlled plunge
into the Indian Ocean just 65 min-
utes after launching from Texas
capped the latest advance in the
company's test-to-failure rocket

development campaign, a multi-
billion-dollar effort by Elon Musk’s
space company to build areusable
satellite launcher and moon lan-
der. The three previous test mis-
sions ended with Starship blow-
ing up or disintegrating,

The two-stage, nearly 400-
foot (120-meter) tall rocket sys-
tem, consisting of the Starship
vessel mounted atop its towering
Super Heavy rocket booster,
blasted off from the company's
Starbase launch site near Boca
ChicaVillage in South Texas, send-
ing powerful shockwaves rippling
through the Gulf Coast's morning

fog. Super Heavy detached from
the Starship upper stage at an al-
titude of 74 km, as Starship ignited
itsown engines to ascend further
toward space. Meanwhile, Super
Heavy returned to the Gulf of
Mexico and nailed a soft splash-
down, demonstrating a touch-
down thatwould otherwise be on
land. In space, a SpaceX live
stream showed Starship coasting
around 16,000 miles per hour at
roughly 200 km in altitude as it
made its way toward the Indian
Ocean forareturntoEarth, setting
up for a key demonstration in its
reusable design.



Nvidia pips Apple as second most valuable firm

NVIDIAWAS ALREADY Rank Name Market cap (in $ tn)
the world's most

valuable semiconductor 1  Microsoft m

firm. Now, it has become

the first computer-chip 2 4 Nvidia m

company ever to hit $3

trillion in market 3 ¥ Apple 301

capitalisation,

overtaking Apple to Alohabet
become the world's L (G%ogle) _ 2.19

second most valuable
company. The last time 5 Amazon 189
than Apple was in 2002,
five years before the first 6

. Meta Platf
At the time, both 7 (F::(:aeb s(t)lc())rms _ 1.26
companies were worth

Nvidiawasworthmore -

SaudiAramco [ 1 .83
iPhone was released.
less than $10 billion each. Source: www.companiesmarketcap.com




Exchange Traded Funds



* Hong Kong has launched Asia's first Spot Bitcoin and Ether Exchange-
Traded Funds (ETFs) in a step toward becoming a Virtual Asset
Investment Hub of the Region.

* Bitcoin is the world's first and most well-known Cryptocurrency.
Cryptocurrency is a type of digital or virtual currency that uses
cryptography for security and operates on decentralised networks
based on blockchain technology.



* Spot Bitcoin refers to the immediate purchase or sale of Bitcoin at the current
market price.

* It involves real-time transactions where buyers and sellers exchange Bitcoin for fiat
currency (such as US dollars) or other cryptocurrencies.



Exchange-traded funds (ETFs) are investment funds that are traded
on stock exchanges, much like individual stocks.

They are designed to track the performance of a particular index,
commodity, currency, or a mix of asset classes.

ETFs offer investors a way to diversify their portfolios without
having to buy individual securities.
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Recently, the Indian Army has collaborated with Indian
Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) for demonstration trials
of Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus technology.

The Indian Army also received its first Hydrogen Fuel
Cell Bus, marking stride towards cleaner and greener
transport solutions.

Bus has a seating capacity of 37 passengers and a
mileage of 250-300 km on a 30 kg onboard Hydrogen
fuel tank.




e Earlier, on 21st March 2023, the Indian Army became
the first government entity to sign an MoU with NTPC
Renewable Energy Ltd for installation of Green
Hydrogen based Microgrid Power Plants along the
Northern Borders.

* Hydrogen fuel cell technology provides a clean and
efficient solution. It generates electricity through a
reaction between hydrogen gas and oxygen, with
water vapour as the sole byproduct.
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The talks over special category status for Bihar and Andhra Pradesh have once
again gained momentum after Lok Sabha elections.

About Special Category Status

It is a classification granted by the Centre to assist the development of States
that face geographical or socio-economic disadvantages.

It was introduced in 1969 on the recommendation of the fifth Finance
Commission (FC).




It was aimed at providing certain states
with additional support to overcome Factors are considered before granting
geographical and infrastructural SCS includes
handicaps.

e Hilly and difficult terrain
e Low population density and/or sizeable

share of tribal population

e Strategic location along international
borders

e Economic and infrastructural
backwardness and

¢ Non-viable nature of state finances.




« States Covered : In 1969, three States — Jammu & Kashmir,
Assam and Nagaland — were granted the SCS.

« Subsequently, eight more States including Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, Tripura, Himachal Pradesh,
and Uttarakhand were given the SCS by the erstwhile National
Development Council.



 The SCS States used to receive grants based on the Gadgil-
Mukherjee formula, which earmarked nearly 30% of the total
central assistance for States to the SCS States.

 However, after the abolition of the Planning Commission and the
recommendations of the 14th and 15th FC, this assistance to SCS
States has been subsumed in an increased devolution of the divisible
pool funds for all States (increased to 41% in the 15th FC from
32%).



« Additionally, in the SCS States, the Centre-State funding of
centrally sponsored schemes is divided in the ratio of 90:10, far

more favourable than the 60:40 or 80:20 splits for the general
category States.

* Other benefits : SCS states enjoy special industrial incentives such
as Income-tax exemptions, custom duty waivers, reduced excise duty,
corporate tax exemption for a certain period, concessions and
exemptions relating to GST, and lower state and central taxes.
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India is on course to join a very select club of countries that
have their own long-flight, High-Altitude Platforms (HAP).

What is HAP?

HAP is an unmanned aerial vehicle. The HAP

typically operates at a height of 18-20 km above

earth, clearing all air traffic and weather, and is equipped
to stay up there for longer periods than drones.




« The HAP that NAL is developing is being designed to
stay airborne for 90 days.

* Application: Surveillance, imaging the earth below,
for both civilian and strategic purposes.

« Satellite vs HAPs: A satellite can be packed with far
more capabilities and can stay up there for years —

so HAPs won’t replace satellites but will complement
them.

« A satellite does not need to be powered for its
orbital flight — it does this by gravity. But a HAP
needs some propulsion system, with on-board
energy generation capability.




Significance

HAPs are the most effective communication and
Surveillance tools due to the longest possible mission in
the atmosphere and the highest available altitude after
the satellites.

Beside being the lower cost alternatives to the last ones
HAPs can offer several other important advantages,

like multiple use, possibility to maintain or upgrade the
mission payload.

HAPSs use similar to space vehicles approaches such
as solar energy use and state of the art
technologies and materials capable to withstand
challenges of the near space.






* Recently, the Centre for Development , .:
of Telematics (C-DOT) won the UN’s | J
WSIS 2024 ‘Champion’

Award for Mobile-Enabled Disaster
Resilience through Cell Broadcast
Emergency Alerting.




« The World Summit on the Information
Society (WSIS)+20 Forum 2024,
conducted by the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) in
Geneva, Switzerland, and co-organised
with UNESCO, UNDP and UNCTAD.
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