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India has elected 74 women MPs 
to Lok Sabha in the 2024 general 

election four less than in 2019 and 
52 more than in India’s first 

elections in 1952. 

These 74 women make just 
13.63% of the elected strength of 

the Lower House compared to 
46% of MPs in South Africa, 35% 

in the UK, and 29% in the US. 
Indira Gandhi has been India’s first 
and only woman Prime Minister.







Notable Reforms by 
Previous Coalition 
Governments:P V 

Narasimha Rao 
Government (1991-1996)

Deve Gowda 
Government (June 1996-

April 1997):
Dream Budget

Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
Government (March 

1998-May 2004): 

Fiscal Responsibility & 
Budget Management 

(FRBM) Act:

Manmohan Singh 
Government (2004-

2014):
Rights Based Reforms:





















Atlas V is an expendable launch system and the fifth major version in the Atlas 
launch vehicle family.

Originally designed by Lockheed Martin, now being operated by United 
Launch Alliance (ULA), a joint venture between Lockheed Martin and Boeing.

It is used for DoD (Department. Of Defense), NASA, and Commercial 
payloads.

It is America’s longest-serving active rocket.



• The mission, heading to 
the International Space Station,aims to 
establish the U.S. with two operational 
spacecraft for astronaut launches if 
successful.

•



• Dragon capsule of SpaceX:

• The Dragon spacecraft is capable of carrying up to 7 passengers to and 
from Earth orbit, and beyond.

• It is the only spacecraft currently flying that is capable of returning significant 
amounts of cargo to Earth, and is the first private spacecraft to take humans 
to the space station.

•



Soyuz spacecraft of Russia:

It is a series of spacecraft which has been in service since the 1960s. It was designed 
for the Soviet space program by the Korolev Design Bureau (now Energia).

The Soyuz succeeded the Voskhod spacecraft and was originally built as part of 
the Soviet crewed lunar programs.

It is launched on a Soyuz rocket from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan.



• What is Boeing Starliner?

• The Boeing Starliner is a spacecraft designed to transport astronauts to space.

• It includes a crew capsule, where astronauts reside and which can withstand reentry
to Earth, and a service module equipped with life support systems and engines.

• While the crew capsule is reusable, the service module is not.

• It is more than 4 m wide and can house up to seven astronauts. It can be fit atop 
an Atlas V rocket.



• Purpose:

• To transport astronauts to and from the International Space Station (ISS), serving as 
an alternative to SpaceX’s Dragon capsule and Russia’s Soyuz, which were the only 
means of transport after NASA’s Space Shuttle program ended in 2011.





• COPs are gatherings held within the framework of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), a multinational 
treaty established in 1992. 

• These meetings, denoted by the acronym COP, serve as the official 
sessions of the Conference of the Parties. 

• During these sessions, participating countries (Parties) evaluate global 
endeavors aligned with the primary goal of the Paris Agreement, aiming 
to restrict global warming to approximately 1.5 °C above pre-industrial 
levels.













Exchange Traded Funds



• Hong Kong has launched Asia's first Spot Bitcoin and Ether Exchange-
Traded Funds (ETFs) in a step toward becoming a Virtual Asset 
Investment Hub of the Region. 

• Bitcoin is the world's first and most well-known Cryptocurrency. 
Cryptocurrency is a type of digital or virtual currency that uses 
cryptography for security and operates on decentralised networks 
based on blockchain technology.



• Spot Bitcoin refers to the immediate purchase or sale of Bitcoin at the current 
market price.

• It involves real-time transactions where buyers and sellers exchange Bitcoin for fiat 
currency (such as US dollars) or other cryptocurrencies.

•



Exchange-traded funds (ETFs) are investment funds that are traded 
on stock exchanges, much like individual stocks.

They are designed to track the performance of a particular index, 
commodity, currency, or a mix of asset classes.

ETFs offer investors a way to diversify their portfolios without 
having to buy individual securities.



Indian Army Received Hydrogen 
Buses



Recently, the Indian Army has collaborated with Indian 
Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) for demonstration trials 
of Hydrogen Fuel Cell Bus technology. 

The Indian Army also received its first Hydrogen Fuel 
Cell Bus, marking stride towards cleaner and greener 
transport solutions.

Bus has a seating capacity of 37 passengers and a 
mileage of 250-300 km on a 30 kg onboard Hydrogen 
fuel tank.



• Earlier, on 21st March 2023, the Indian Army became 
the first government entity to sign an MoU with NTPC 
Renewable Energy Ltd for installation of Green 
Hydrogen based Microgrid Power Plants along the 
Northern Borders. 

• Hydrogen fuel cell technology provides a clean and 
efficient solution. It generates electricity through a 
reaction between hydrogen gas and oxygen, with 
water vapour as the sole byproduct.



Demand for Special Category Status



The talks over special category status for Bihar and Andhra Pradesh have once 
again gained momentum after Lok Sabha elections.

About Special Category Status

It is a classification granted by the Centre to assist the development of States 
that face geographical or socio-economic disadvantages.

It was introduced in 1969 on the recommendation of the fifth Finance 
Commission (FC).



It was aimed at providing certain states 
with additional support to overcome 

geographical and infrastructural 
handicaps.

Factors are considered before granting 
SCS includes

• Hilly and difficult terrain

• Low population density and/or sizeable 
share of tribal population

• Strategic location along international 
borders

• Economic and infrastructural 
backwardness and

• Non-viable nature of state finances.



• States Covered : In 1969, three States — Jammu & Kashmir, 
Assam and Nagaland — were granted the SCS.
• Subsequently, eight more States including Arunachal Pradesh, 

Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Sikkim, Tripura, Himachal Pradesh, 
and Uttarakhand were given the SCS by the erstwhile National 
Development Council.



• The SCS States used to receive grants based on the Gadgil-
Mukherjee formula, which earmarked nearly 30% of the total 
central assistance for States to the SCS States.

• However, after the abolition of the Planning Commission and the 
recommendations of the 14th and 15th FC, this assistance to SCS 
States has been subsumed in an increased devolution of the divisible 
pool funds for all States (increased to 41% in the 15th FC from 
32%).



• Additionally, in the SCS States, the Centre-State funding of 
centrally sponsored schemes is divided in the ratio of 90:10, far 
more favourable than the 60:40 or 80:20 splits for the general 
category States.

• Other benefits : SCS states enjoy special industrial incentives such 
as Income-tax exemptions, custom duty waivers, reduced excise duty, 
corporate tax exemption for a certain period, concessions and 
exemptions relating to GST, and lower state and central taxes.



India to Join First 
‘high-altitude 
platform’



India is on course to join a very select club of countries that 
have their own long-flight, High-Altitude Platforms (HAP).

What is HAP?

HAP is an unmanned aerial vehicle. The HAP 
typically operates at a height of 18-20 km above 
earth, clearing all air traffic and weather, and is equipped 
to stay up there for longer periods than drones.



• The HAP that NAL is developing is being designed to 
stay airborne for 90 days.

• Application: Surveillance, imaging the earth below, 
for both civilian and strategic purposes.

• Satellite vs HAPs: A satellite can be packed with far 
more capabilities and can stay up there for years —
so HAPs won’t replace satellites but will complement 
them.

• A satellite does not need to be powered for its 
orbital flight — it does this by gravity. But a HAP 
needs some propulsion system, with on-board 
energy generation capability.



• Significance

• HAPs are the most effective communication and 
Surveillance tools due to the longest possible mission in 
the atmosphere and the highest available altitude after 
the satellites.

• Beside being the lower cost alternatives to the last ones 
HAPs can offer several other important advantages, 
like multiple use, possibility to maintain or upgrade the 
mission payload.

• HAPs use similar to space vehicles approaches such 
as solar energy use and state of the art 
technologies and materials capable to withstand 
challenges of the near space.



UN’s WSIS 2024 PRIZE ‘Champion’ 
Award



• Recently, the Centre for Development 
of Telematics (C-DOT) won the UN’s 
WSIS 2024 ‘Champion’ 
Award for Mobile-Enabled Disaster 
Resilience through Cell Broadcast 
Emergency Alerting.

•



• The World Summit on the Information 
Society (WSIS)+20 Forum 2024, 
conducted by the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU) in 
Geneva, Switzerland, and co-organised 
with UNESCO, UNDP and UNCTAD.









Thank you 
guys.


