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The proposed system will use the global navigation satellite system, 
including India's own GAGAN (GPS Aided GEO Augmented 
Navigation) satellite navigation system, which has an accuracy of 
about 10 metres. An on-board unit (OBU) will be installed in the 
vehicles to facilitate accurate mapping and toll calculation.

The system will use digital image processing and software 
algorithms to log the coordinates of the entire length of 
the country’s national highways, assign toll rates, and 
calculate the toll amount based on the distance travelled by 
each vehicle.



FASTags, the radio frequency identification-based 
toll collection system that was made mandatory by 
the government on February 16, 2021, will continue 
to work with the new satellite-based system.

It is expected that OBUs will complement 
rather than replace FASTags, thereby 
reducing operating costs and increasing 
efficiency.



• The satellite-based toll collection system offers several advantages:

1.Elimination of toll plazas, reducing congestion and streamlining the collection 
process

2.Dynamic pricing adjustments to optimize revenue collection

3.Flexibility to implement tolling on all road categories

4.Addressing issues related to traffic diversion and toll evasion



India has the second 
largest road network 
globally, which will 

expand significantly to 
6.3 million kilometers 

by 2023.

The country's 
National Highways, 

accounting 
for approximately 

2% of the overall road 
network, carrying 

over 40% of the total 
traffic.













Ajrakh Craft 
and Bela Block 
Printing



• Recently, Ajrakh, a craft of resist-dyeing from Kutch, received a Geographical Indication (GI) tag, 
providing legal protection to arts from specific geographical regions.

• Ajrakh, a centuries-old block-printed textile art from Kutch, Gujarat, uses natural dyes and 
intricate designs to tell stories on cotton fabric

• Ajrakh textiles consisting of vibrant colours like indigo, red and white, are traditionally worn by 
nomadic communities like Rabaris, Maldharis, and Ahirs.



• Bela Block Printing:

• It is another craft from the 
same region of Kutch, which 
is lesser-known and obscure, 
mainly practised by the Khatri 
community.

• It is a traditional textile 
art known for its bold designs, 
striking colour combinations, 
and graphic motifs such as 
elephants and horses on 
textured fabrics.

•





System for Pension Administration 
Raksha (SPARSH)



• Recently, the Defence Accounts Department (DAD) of the Ministry of Defence has 
signed MoUs with several banks to onboard them as SPARSH Service Centres.

• This will provide last-mile connectivity to pensioners, especially in remote areas.

• Through these centres, defence pensioners can update their profile, register 
grievances, digital annual identification, data verification, and access detailed 
information regarding their monthly pension.



• System for Pension Administration Raksha (SPARSH):

• It is an integrated web-based system for the automation of sanctions and disbursement of 
defence pensions.

• This web-based system processes pension claims and credits pensions directly into the bank 
accounts of defence pensioners without relying on any external intermediary.

• It focuses on efficiency, responsiveness, and transparency.

•



Nata Pratha



• The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has expressed 
serious concern over a practice known as ‘Nata Pratha’.

• What is Nata Pratha?

• It is a social evil comparable to modern forms of prostitution.

• Under ‘Nata Pratha’ practice, girls in some communities are sold by 
their own families either on a stamp paper or otherwise in the name 
of marriage, having no legal sanctity, in rural areas of Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat.

•



• This practice undermines the well-being, rights, and potential of minors & could 
lead to gender-based violence and discrimination.

• National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)

• It is a statutory body, established under the Protection of Human Rights Act 
(PHRA), 1993.

• It is responsible for the protection and promotion of human rights, defined by the 
act as Rights Relating to Life, liberty, equality and dignity of the 
individual guaranteed by the constitution or embodied in the international 
covenants and enforceable by courts in India.

•



New Ramsar Sites: 
Nagi and Nakti 

Wetlands



Recently, the Nagi and Nakti Bird Sanctuaries of Bihar, have been recognised 
as wetlands of international importance under the Ramsar Convention.

About the Nagi and Nakti Wetlands

These man-made wetlands are located in the Jamui district of Bihar, nestled in 
the Jhajha forest range.

These are designated as bird sanctuaries in 1984 for their importance as 
wintering habitats for several migratory species.



Over 20,000 birds congregate here during the winter months, including one of 
the largest congregations of red-crested pochard (Netta rufina) on the Indo-
Gangetic plain.

The Nagi Bird Sanctuary hosts one of the largest congregations of bar-headed 
geese (Anser Indicus) on the Indo-Gangetic plain.

The wetlands and their fringes provide habitat for over 75 bird species, 33 fish, 
and 12 aquatic plants, and support globally threatened species, including the 
endangered Indian elephant (Elephas Maximus Indicus) and a vulnerable 
native catfish (Wallago Attu).



• Recognition under the Ramsar Convention

– The Ramsar Convention (adopted in 1971 in the Iranian city of 
Ramsar) is an international treaty aimed at conserving wetlands.
– It provides a framework for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and 
their resources across its 172-member countries including India.
– Currently, the highest number of such sites is in the UK (175) followed 
by Mexico (144).
a. It places India joint third with China in terms of the number of such 
‘Ramsar Sites’.
b. With the inclusion of Nagi and Nakti Bird Sanctuaries, the total number of 
such wetlands in India has risen to 82.



Biopharmaceutical 
Alliance



• Recently, the Biopharmaceutical Alliance was launched during the Bio 
International Convention 2024 held in San Diego, US.

• About the Biopharmaceutical Alliance

• It was launched in response to the drug supply shortages experienced 
during the Covid-19 pandemic by India, South Korea, US, Japan, and 
European Union (EU).

•



• It aims to put joint efforts into building a resilient supply chain and 
to address the challenges of drug supply shortages in the bio-
pharmaceutical sector.

• The participants emphasised the importance of a reliable and 
sustainable supply chain and agreed to coordinate the 
respective countries’ bio policies, regulations, and research and 
development support measures.









Thank you 
guys.


