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The Current Laws:

For Hindus, The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, sets 18 years as the minimum age of marriage for 
the bride and 21 years as the minimum age for the groom.

In Islam, the marriage of a minor who has attained puberty is considered valid. 

The Special Marriage Act, 1954 and the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 also prescribe 
18 and 21 years as the minimum age of consent for marriage for women and men respectively.



According to the NFHS-5, 23% (47% in NFHS-3 and 27% in NFHS-4 ) of women 
between the age of 20 and 24 were married before 18 years of age.

In India, the practice of child marriage was first legally prohibited through the 
Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 (legal age G = 14 years and B = 18 years)

This Act was amended in 1978 to increase the minimum age to 18 years for 
females, and 21 years for men.



In 2020, the central government set up a task force 
(Chairperson: Ms Jaya Jaitly) to examine the correlation 
between the age of marriage and the mother, and the 
child’s health.

The Committee suggested increasing the age of marriage 
for females to 21.

















• The Indian Navy is currently the world’s seventh-strongest maritime 
force, trailing only the United States, Russia, China, Japan, the United 
Kingdom, and France. As of June 2019, the force had 150 submarines 
and ships, 300 aircraft, and 67,252 active and 55,000 reserve 
personnel.

• The anti-ship cruise missile BrahMos of the Indian Navy is the world’s 
fastest operational system in its class.

• The range of the missile system has recently been increased from 298 
km to nearly 450 km by the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO



• The Indian Navy’s special operations unit, MARCOS (originally called 
Marine Commando Force), was established in 1987 and is trained and 
equipped to conduct operations at sea, on land, and in the air.

• The force has received international acclaim for its professionalism.

• The Indian Navy’s ‘Sagar Pawan,’ founded in 2003, is one of the 
world’s only two naval aerobatic teams, the other being the US Navy’s 
Blue Angels.

• The Indian Navy’s first independent operation occurred in 1961 when 
it successfully fought against the Portuguese navy during the 
liberation of Goa







































Mahatma Gandhi 
and Satyagraha



• On June 7, 1893 MK Gandhi 
was thrown off a train’s first-
class compartment at the 
Pietermaritzburg railway 
station in South Africa that 
triggered Gandhi’s first act of 
civil disobedience, or 
satyagraha.



• Birth of Satyagraha

• The term ‘Satyagraha’ was coined by Gandhi during his time in South 
Africa to distinguish his movement from others under the name ‘passive 
resistance’.

• Derived from ‘satya’ (truth) and ‘agraha’ (insistence), Satyagraha 
translates to ‘truth-force’ or ‘soul-force’.

• Unlike passive resistance, which could include violence and was seen as a 
weapon of the weak, Satyagraha was a method of nonviolent protest that 
could be pursued only by the strongest and completely excluded violence.



Global Impact of Satyagraha

The principles of Satyagraha were central to India’s struggle 
for freedom, from the Non-Cooperation Movement (1919-
22) to the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-34), to the 
Quit India Movement (1942).

These principles then went on to influence other 
movements for justice globally, from Martin Luther King Jr’s 
Civil Rights Movement in the United States, to Nelson 
Mandela’s struggle against apartheid.



TRISHNA Mission



• Recently, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) provided details on 
the Indo-French Thermal Infrared Imaging Satellite for High-resolution 
Natural Resource Assessment (TRISHNA) Mission.



About the TRISHNA Mission

It is a collaborative endeavour between the ISRO and the French National 
Space Agency CNES.

It is engineered to deliver high spatial and high temporal resolution monitoring 
of Earth’s surface temperature, emissivity, biophysical and radiation variables 
for surface energy budgeting at regional to global scale.



• Objectives of the Mission

• Detailed monitoring of the energy and water budgets of the 
continental biosphere for quantifying terrestrial water stress and 
water use and high-resolution observation of water quality and 
dynamics in coastal and inland waters.

• It addresses critical water and food security challenges, 
focusing on the impacts of human-induced climate change and 
efficient water resource management through 
evapotranspiration monitoring.



It also aims to help in a comprehensive assessment of urban heat islands, 
detection of thermal anomalies linked to volcanic activity and geothermal 
resources, and precise monitoring of snow-melt runoff and glacier dynamics.

It aims to provide valuable data on aerosol optical depth, atmospheric water 
vapour, and cloud cover.

For climate monitoring, it aims to track key indicators such as droughts, 
permafrost changes, and evapotranspiration rates.



State of the Ocean Report 2024



• The UNESCO State of Ocean Report 2024, initiated by 
the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC-
UNESCO) during the 2022 United Nations Ocean 
Conference, serves as a comprehensive overview of the 
ocean’s current condition. 

• Its primary aim is to track the progress of the UN Decade of 
Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021–
2030) and inspire efforts towards ensuring a sustainable future 
for our oceans.



Initially introduced in 2022, the report enlisted insights 
from over 100 marine science experts, covering critical 
topics such as ocean acidification, pollution, and tsunami 
warnings.

Released annually on World Oceans Day (June 8), each 
edition of the report aligns with the seven goals of the UN 
Ocean Decade, aiming to foster global collaboration and 
action for the protection and preservation of our oceans.



• Key Findings of the Report:

1.Ocean Warming: Rate doubled in 20 years; 2023 saw a significant increase; 
Hotspots above 2°C in the Mediterranean, Tropical Atlantic Ocean, and Southern 
Oceans

2.Rising sea level: Sea levels rising, with ocean heat absorption contributing 
40%; Accelerated ice mass loss from Greenland and West Antarctica

3.Declining Oxygen Levels: The Ocean lost 2% oxygen since the 1960s; coastal 
areas are heavily impacted.; Rising acidity threatens coastal species’ survival.



Blue Carbon and MPAs: Marine forests are crucial for 
carbon absorption; Marine Protected Areas protect 
biodiversity; However, many countries lack marine forest 
conservation in their plans.

Acidification: Ocean absorbs 25% of annual 
anthropogenic CO2; Reduces seawater pH (ocean 
acidification); Expected to increase by over 100% by the 
century’s end.



• Initiatives for Ocean Protection:

1.BBNJ (Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction) Treaty (2023): Also known 
as the Treaty of the High Seas, aims to conserve and sustainably use marine 
biological diversity beyond national jurisdiction.

2.Marine Carbon Dioxide Removal (mCDR) Technologies: Capture CO2 from 
the air and store it durably.

3.Marine Biodiversity: The UN 2030 Agenda emphasizes marine biodiversity 
protection for sustainable food security.



Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework aims 
to protect 30% of the ocean by 2030. 

Creation of Marine Protected Areas (MPA): 

50% of catalogued marine species are found in Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs), covering 9% of the ocean.





Non-Permanent Members of the 
UNSC



Pakistan, Panama, Somalia, Denmark, and Greece have been 
elected as non-permanent members of the UN Security 
Council for a two-year term starting in 2025.

This marks Pakistan’s 8th term as a non-permanent member 
India has been elected as a non-permanent member of the 
UN Security Council 8 times, the last being 2021-2022.





Cabinet Committees



Once the Union Cabinet is sworn in and ministerial 
portfolios are allocated, the next step would be the 
formation of the high-profile Cabinet committees.

About Cabinet committees

The Prime Minister sets up Cabinet committees with 
selected members of the Cabinet and assigns specific 
functions to these committees.

The Prime Minister may change the numbers of 
committees, and modify the functions assigned to 
them.



Composition : The membership of each committee 
varies from three to eight. Usually, only Cabinet ministers 
are members of these committees.

Types : There are eight Cabinet committees at present —
the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet, Cabinet 
Committee on Economic Affairs, Cabinet Committee on 
Political Affairs, Cabinet Committee on Investment and 
Growth, Cabinet Committee on Security, Cabinet 
Committee on Parliamentary Affairs, Cabinet Committee 
on Employment & Skill Development, and Cabinet 
Committee on Accommodation.



• The committees on investment and 
employment were innovations introduced by 
the Modi government in 2019.

• All committees except the Cabinet Committee 
on Accommodation and Cabinet Committee 
on Parliamentary Affairs are headed by the 
PM.

• Functions : The committees resolve issues and 
formulate proposals for the consideration of the 
Cabinet and take decisions on matters assigned to 
them.

• The Cabinet is empowered to review such 
decisions.



• The Cabinet Secretariat is responsible for 
the administration of the Government of 
India (Transaction of Business) Rules, 1961 
and the Government of India (Allocation of 
Business) Rules 1961, facilitating smooth 
transaction of business in Ministries/ 
Departments of the Government.
– This Secretariat provides Secretarial 
assistance to the Cabinet and its 
Committees.



UNESCO’s New 
Tools for 
Greening 
Education



• UNESCO has launched the Greening 
Curriculum Guidance (GCG) and Green 
School Quality Standards (GSQS) under 
the Greening Education Partnership.

•

• More about the initiative:

1.Goal: Greening at least 50% of schools 
globally by 2030 through the Greening 
Education Partnership.

2.Target Audience: Policy-makers, education 
ministries, educators, learners, and 
communities.



Launched a New GCG: A practical 
manual outlining climate education, 
detailing learning outcomes, and 
guiding countries to integrate 
environmental topics into curricula.

Launched a New GSQS: Sets 
minimum requirements for creating 
green schools through an action-
oriented approach.



Pillars of Green Education:

Greening Schools: Ensure schools achieve 
green accreditation.

Greening Curriculum: Integrate climate 
education into all levels of education.

Greening Teacher Training: Build school 
capacities for climate education.

Greening Communities: Enhance community 
resilience through learning centres.



What is the Greening Education Partnership?

The Greening Education Partnership is a global initiative 
comprising 80 member states, aiming to tackle 
the climate crisis through education. 

It focuses on equipping learners with the knowledge, skills, 
values, and attitudes necessary to address climate change 
and promote sustainable development. 

The partnership emphasizes greening schools, integrating 
climate education into curricula, enhancing teacher 
training, and strengthening community resilience



Issues with the School Greening?

50% of countries surveyed by 
UNESCO lack climate change in their 
curricula.

70% of young people cannot explain 
climate disruption.









Thank you 
guys.


