Daily Current Affairs

P oo [
1d’: Trun

—— |atl0n5hhp -

o deferce. | MOGIGRAISE. Cuih PM & Demarcus
e b

AMU cops

iﬁ@wﬁa

as pmlo.slors run ric - “A:a‘m“"’nl"’u:'ﬂi. R Lo chver s

e e
\\\Thelndlan EXPRESS

U q\».-\ M oF o

. w1 3T o P

-*-A He Dhink s BE i€3.2 new
Aupter o tiex Mo

12 e |GOO Mommg Indlamenca

Pf\l Sousing rekc ame i Ademe ahad
dteesfalis n NewDehitoday
i ¢~ R et

Policeman afnong S killed | Donald Trump calls Mc
in l)dhl viol¢nce over CAA | friend: ld\'l‘lh(‘\ p]d]sc

ST trail. NIA
Ructs scarches in T

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




»

/" PIB, PR4 &

The Hindu \6 ‘
U i ‘ Other
newspaper

ﬁG‘

The Indlan i U Jansatta
Express

0
Financial
Express



Class24 App download




> cLs CLASS24 =\ cLASS2

a5C FOUND

(O EoosiePiy)
DOWNLOAD CLASS24 APP

' CLASS24




700+ HOURS CLASSES
LIVE FROM CLASSROOM

USE CODE(SSC50)
T13 00/—%6500/—

O Eocier) (@ HopSiore)
DOWNLOAD CLASSZ4 APP




Hi, faishal khan

‘ @SSCCGL ©
Class24 - Exam Skill24 | : SELECTHION BATEH

Preparation App Cl:::i;:LE::'cumbn
losa24 re.

Sil24
Oy Yop Experts

—
-~
SSC CGL F2 Selection .
Batch

Course Features

SSC CGL SELECTION : ,‘ sed on the Latest
BATCH ’
ve + Recorded
About this app i
PTRUI \ ' < SSC CGL Reasoning
f ‘ Foundation Course

SSC CGL English

O Eooger) (8 ppsiore)
DOWNLOAD CLASS24 APP




-
T L At |

., TNassive success. e



WEDNESDAY
June 2. 2021
INTERNATIONAL
EDITION
1S Pages

pilogylilleld
by plight
of workers

NEW AP, CHIEE MINISTER
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2 Indian recruits
in Russian army
Kkilled, says govt.

NEW DELHI
Two Indisn nationals, who
were recruited by the Russian

Ministry ssid on Tuesday. india
has strongly taken up the
matter with Russia, # said in 2
statement. » PAGE 4

Chinese PM
Modi
for third term

~NEW DELEI

steady relations will help bring
“positive energy into the region
and the world™ » PAGE 4

SC secks NTAs
response on
NEET ‘leak”

~NEW DELEI
A Vacation Bench of the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
sought a response from the
Meational Testing Agency in 3
ple= alleging leak of the NEET
question paper for admission
to undergraduate medicat
courses. The court, ver,
declined to stay the
counseling process. » PAGE 6

Conservatives
in the UK. try to
win back voters

LoNpoN
With the Conservatives trailing
the Labeur Party in opinion

putting the promize of
taxes at the heart of the.
Conservative Party’s election
manifesto. » PAGE 15

Mohan Majhi., BJP’s tribal face,
picked as Odisha Chief Minister

The four-time MLA of Keonjhar was pa

v's chief whip earlier: BJP stakes claim to form govt. for the first time in the State:

KV Singh Deo, six-time MLA from Patnagarh, and Pravati Parida, first-time MLA of Nimapara. to be Deputy Chief Ministers

BHUBANESWAR

ohan Charan Maj-

Tuesday staked claim to
form a government in the
State after the party's
unanimo
Mr. Majhi the BIP
Legislature Party leader.
7This is the first time the
BJP &s forming a govern-
ment in the State on its
own after the saffron par-
ty's arrival in in the
mid-1980s. It won 78 seats
in the l47-member As-

has won 51 seats and U
Congross 14, e seat went
w lhe LPI(M

week-long specula-

= Rajnath Singh, Mohan Charan Majhi and Gowernor
Raghubar Das 2t the Raj Bhavan in Bhubaneswar. BISWARANIAN ROUT

tion surrounding the BJP s
chief ministerial K
reached its pinnacie w’ when
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Unson Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender
Yadav. central o

After hectic parleys with
senior leaders

hi's name at the pasty of-

The fourtime MLA for

Das.
Mr. Majhi was the BIP's
chief whip in the 16th Od-

from o Mo-
constituency, and Pravati  han Charan Majhi to form
Parida, frsttime BLA  the new government”

fros =

Fulfil all promises’
~A total of 4.5 crore
BIP to power to

Vernor that the Councll of

Ministers would like to be

sworn in at 4.55 p.m. on
sday

. 1 2
ledge their support. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
who is by all Odias,
had

nister and his Cabinet col-
leagues were in full swing.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi n the

that the government would
nge and the BJP would

all promises made in party
manifesto.”

The Raj Bhavan, in a
press communique, said,
"A{ter el uikeniac 11isa

MPs and MLAs-elect, Mr.
Singh announced Mr. Maj-

isha L
Veteran BIP leaders — KV.
Singh Deo. six-time MLA

majori-
tvin the Odicha Legniaive
Assembly. the Gowvernor

ceremony at janata Maidan

in 3

Chief Ministers of sever-
al BjP-ruled States, Union
Ministers and top BJP lead-
ers are ed. The State

Kannada film actor
Darshan, associates
held in murder case

nner: Actor Darshan Thoogudeeps being taken for 3

medicat examnation in Bengaluru on Tuesdsy

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURY

leaves of of-

ficials till june 30 in view of
possible new programmes
that may be launched.

vocaL LeaDER
»PAGES

a on
‘Tuesday. Mr. Thoogudeepa
and actor Pavithra Gowda
have becsi, nacied prime
accused i the ca:

e Bmgzmm police

Cars zipping past on Phase 2 of the Coastal Road, which cuts the 45-minute drive during pesi hour between Marine

Mumbai:
Orive and Haji A to 2 breezy fve 10 seven minutes. EVMA

AL YOG

Biden’s son
convicted of
all 3 charges
in gun case

Agence France Presse
WILMINGTON

Ajury found Hunter Biden,
son of U.S. President Joe Bi-
den. guilty of federal gun
charges on Tu . in a
historic first criminal pro-
secution of the child of a
sitting_ Presid
ve.

tencing has not been set.

FULL REPORT
» PAGE 14

e et sty o o
of the actor, who was alleg-

rassing Ms.
friend. o Mr.

VAL AR

quired for spot

and their call records de-

be verified.

Lunslderlng the applica-

ton, the court ordered ane
week police custody.
“Tortured to death”

Mr. Thoogudeepa, along
ok 12 of Tl associates,
een accused of
napping 33-year-old Renu-

e lelce had taken
nine persons for question-

was. mugm to the
city from & howelin Mysura
and grilled for several
hours before being taken
to the Bowring Hospital for
a medical examination.

. custody
After seven hours of in-

iced the body floating in
the drai alerted the
police. The police found

r.

Renukaswamy had al-
legedly commented on Ms.
Gowda's soctal media ac-
coun,

fr
favourite film star and his
wife

e

Renukaswamy allegedly

used indecent comments,
4 T

per the plan, the accused
had roped in Mr. Ragha-
vendra
Renniaswamy.
The accused allege:
ortured and beat up Renu-
Yaawamy to death.

trace

Lt. Gen. Upendra Dwivedi
to take over as Army chief

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Tuesday announced the
appolntment  of
nant-General

of the Army Staff. He is
now the Vice-Chief and will
take over from General Ma-
noj Pande on June 30.
government has
appointed 1z Ge:
Upendra Dwivedi,
y serving as Vice Chilef
Arny next
Chiet of the “Areny Staft
with effect from the after-
30, 2024. Tl

Pande, demits office on

i

Lt Gen. Upendra Dwiveds

June 30, 2024, the De-

had created speculation in
the military fraternity of a
possible supersession and

deviation from the seniori-

ry
Qammu & Kashmir Rifles)
of the Army on December
15, 1984. His command
roles include leading the 18
Jammu & Kashmir Rifles
Regiment and the 26 Sec-

i .
rank of Lieute-
BausGenesal, b has Held
mportant positions, -
dudlng that of Director-
d

2024, before taking over as
Vice-Chief.

UNSC endorses resolution to end war on Gaza

TED NATIONS

The Uniter Nations Securi-

at ending the eight-month
war between Israel and Ha-
mas in Gaza_

The U.S.-sponsored re-
solution welcomes a cease-
fire proposal announced

v Pressdent Joe Biden that
the United States says Is-
rael has accepted. It calls
on the militant Palestinian
group Hamas to accept the
three-

The resolution — which
was approved with 14 of
the 15 Security Council
members voting in favour
and Russia abstaining —
calls on israel and Hamas

Shot in the arm: U.S.

to UN Linda Ti

“to fully implement
venms withows delay and
on.~

tion’s strong support in the
UN puts added pressure on

centre, votes during the meeting on Tuesday in New York. 267

both parsies to approve the

Peopomn)
Secretary of State
An(nn)' Blinken was in Is-
rael on Monday, where he
urged Prime Minister Ben-
Jjamin Netanyahu to accept
the plan. Mr. Netanyahu
has been skeptical of the

saying that Israel is
s!ﬂl com:nlned o destroy-

it welcomed
the adoption of the resolu-
as ready to work
with mediators in indirect
ions with israel to

was

among the strongest from

Hamas to date, but It

sressed the group would

continue struggle
g

order

to continue the
g

Algeria’s UN_Ambassa-
dor Amar Bendjama, the

Hamas spoke:
son jihad Taha said
Tuesday.

He said israel was “stall-
ing and procrastinating in

ooun-:n atd that while I.he

ternative is (the) continu-
ring~

POSSIBLE WAR CRIMES.
» PAGE 14
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Mohan Majhi, BJP’s tribal face,
picked as Odisha Chief Minister

The four-time MLA of Keonjhar was party’s chief whip earlier; BJP stakes claim to form govt. for the first time in the State;

KV. Singh Deo, six-time MLA from Patnagarh, and Pravati Parida, first-time MLA of Nimapara, to be Deputy Chief Ministers

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

ohan Charan Maj-
M hi, four-time MLA
and tribal leader,

will take the oath of office
as Chief Minister of Odisha
on Wednesday. The BJP on
Tuesday staked claim to
form a government in the
State after the party’s
MLAs-elect unanimously
elected Mr. Majhi the BJP
Legislature Party leader.

This is the first time the
BJP is forming a govern-
ment in the State on its
own after the saffron par-
ty’s arrival in Odisha in the
mid-1980s. It won 78 seats
in the 147-member As-
sembly. The party has re-
ceived letters of support
from three Independent
MLAs. The Biju Janata Dal
has won 51 seats and the
Congress 14. One seat went
to the CPI(M).

The week-long specula-

Power point: Rajnath Singh, Mohan Charan Majhi and Governor
Raghubar Das at the Raj Bhavan in Bhubaneswar. BISWARANJAN ROUT

tion surrounding the BJP’s
chief ministerial pick
reached its pinnacle when
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Union Environ-
ment Minister Bhupender
Yadav, central observers of
the BJP, landed in Bhuba-
neswar in the afternoon.
After hectic parleys with
senior leaders including
MPs and MLAs-elect, Mr.
Singh announced Mr. Maj-

hi’s name at the party of-
fice.

The four-time MLA for
Keonjhar, accompanied by
Union Ministers and other
party leaders, proceeded
to the Raj Bhavan and met
Governor Raghubar Das.

Mr. Majhi was the BJP’s
chief whip in the 16th Od-
isha Legislative Assembly.
Veteran BJP leaders — K.V.
Singh Deo, six-time MLA

from Patnagarh Assembly
constituency, and Pravati
Parida, first-time MLA
from Nimapara Assembly
segment — will serve as De-
puty Chief Ministers.

‘Fulfil all promises’

“A total of 4.5 crore people
have voted BJP to power to
bring transformation and
fight corruption. I acknow-
ledge their support. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
who is loved by all Odias,
had exuded confidence
that the government would
change and the BJP would
come to power. It has come
true,” said the CM-desig-
nate. Mr. Majhi said, “The
new government will fulfil
all promises made in party
manifesto.”

The Raj Bhavan, in a
press communique, said,
“After being satisfied that
the BJP commands majori-
ty in the Odisha Legislative
Assembly, the Governor

extended invitation to Mo-
han Charan Majhi to form
the new government.”

The CM-designate ac-
cepted the invitation and
communicated to the Go-
vernor that the Council of
Ministers would like to be
sworn in at 4.55 p.m. on
Wednesday

Preparations for the
swearing-in of the Chief Mi-
nister and his Cabinet col-
leagues were in full swing.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will participate in the
ceremony at Janata Maidan
in Bhubaneswar.

Chief Ministers of sever-
al BJP-ruled States, Union
Ministers and top BJP lead-
ers are expected. The State
government has cancelled
leaves of all government of-
ficials till June 30 in view of
possible new programmes
that may be launched.

VOCAL LEADER
» PAGE 5




Zigzag from Top-left: Konark Sun Temple, Jagannatt
Temple, Deomali, Rourkela Steel Plant, Mahanadi,
Simlipal National Park, Chilika Lake, Ratnagiri, Leanin

Temple of Huma, Sisupalgarh

Capital
and largest city
Districts

Government

+ Body

» Governor

* Chief minister

State Legislature
+ Assembly

National
Parliament

* Rajya Sabha
* Lok Sabha
High Court

Area
- Total
- Rank

Dimensions
* Length
« Width

Elevation!'!
Highest elevation
(Deomalil2l)
Lowest elevation
(Bay of Bengal)

Population (2011)%!

* Total

* Rank

+ Density
* Urban

* Rural

Demonym

Language
+ Official
+ Official script

Bhubaneswar

30 (3 divisions)

Government of Odisha
Raghubar Das
Mohan Charan Majhi (BJP)

Unicameral

Odisha Legislative Assembly (147
seats)

Parliament of India

10 seats
21 seats
Odisha High Court

155,707 km? (60,119 sq mi)
8th

1,030 km (640 mi)
500 km (300 mi)

900 m (3,000 ft)
1,672 m (5,486 ft)

~1m (-3 ft)

A 41,974,218
11th

269/km?2 (700/sq mi)
16.69%

83.31%

QOdia

Odia, English!*
QOdia script

Language
+ Official
+ Official script

GDPI6]

« Total (2021-22)
* Rank

* Per capita

Time zone

ISO 3166 code
Vehicle
registration
HDI (2018)
Literacy (2023)
Sex ratio (2023)

Website

Song

Foundation day
Bird

Fish

Flower

Mammal

Tree

Odia, Englishl?]
Odia script

A.35.86 trillion (US$70 billion)
15th

7150,676 (US$1,800) (2022-23) [°]

A
UTC+05:30 (IST)
IN-OD[7]

oD'8l

40.649 (9] (29th)

A 75.15%[19] (25th)
1063 £/1000 &1 (18th)

odisha.gov.inZ

Symbols of Odisha

Emblem of Odisha

Bande Utkala Janani
(I Adore Thee, O Mother Utkala)

Utkala Dibasa

Indian roller!131(14]
Mahanadi mahseer!!®]
Asokal'2]

Sambarl'2]

Sacred Figl12l[16]



Appointed

No Portrait Name Constituency Term of office Assembly o Party
Krushna .
1 April 19 July
Chandra Paralakhemundi 109 days Independent
_ _ 1937 1937 Sir Joh
Gajapati ir John
Austen
Hubback _
_ 6 1st Indian
Bishwanath 19 July 2 years, _
Ghumsur November Pre- National
Das 1937 108 days
1939 Independent Congress
Krushna 24 Sir
_ 30 June | 2years,
Chandra Paralakhemundi | November Hawthorne | Independent
: . 1944 213 days _
Gajapati 1941 Lewis
) 26 2nd Chandulal Indian
Harekrushna 23 April 3 years, )
East Bhadrak January Pre- Madhavlal National
Mahatab 1946 278 days o
1950 Independent |  Trivedi Congress




List of Chief Minister of Odisha |eui]

Appearance

Text

. . e llely Appointed
No  Portrait Name Constituency Tenure Party!@!
(election) by
26
Harekrushna 12 May ond
1 East Bhadrak | January 107 days n
Mahatab 1950 =)
1950 re- _
Independent | Asaf Al
12 May 20 (1946-1952)
February
1950
Nabakrushna 1952 6 years,
2 _ Barchana Indian
Choudhuri 20 19 160 days
National
February | October 1st Fazal Al !
S Congress
1952 1956
(1952
19 25 :
election)
October | February
Harekrushna 5 1956 1961 4 years, Bhim Sen
1 oro
L Mahatab 25 129 days Sachar
6 April
February

1961

I p——




Term of office

N Portrait N State/Union Time Political
o* ortrait + ame * &
territory Assumed . Left . . party
office office .
office
12 Sikkim
3 Pawan Kumar o 26 May | 24 years, .
1[8] _ Sikkim December Democratic
Chamling 2019 165 days
1994 Front
4 Naveen . 5 March 11 June | 24 years, | Biju Janata
ol4] _ Odisha
Patnaik 2000 2024 98 days Dal
5 Communist
5 . 21 June 23 years, Party of
315l Jyoti Basu West Bengall November .
1977 137 days India
2000 .
(Marxist)
Indian
National
18 January | 19 January Congress
1980 1999
Arunachal
Congress
United
Arunachal 22 years, | Democratic
4 Gegong Apang
Pradesh 250 days Front
. Bharatiya
3 August 9 April
Janata
2003 2007

Party




Lt. Gen. Upendra Dwivedi
to take over as Army chief

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Tuesday announced the
appointment of Lieute-
nant-General Upendra
Dwivedi as the next Chief
of the Army Staff. He is
now the Vice-Chief and will
take over from General Ma-
noj Pande on June 30.
“The government has
appointed Lt. General
Upendra Dwivedi, present-
ly serving as Vice Chief of
the Army Staff, as the next
Chief of the Army Staff
with effect from the after-
noon of June 30, 2024. The
present Chief of the Army
Staff, General Manoj C.
Pande, demits office on

CM
w

June 30, 2024,” the De-
fence Ministry said in a
late-evening statement.
General Pande, who
was to retire on May 31,
had been given a month’s
extension. The extension
had created speculation in
the military fraternity of a
possible supersession and

deviation from the seniori-
ty principle in the appoint-
ment of Service chiefs.

Lt. Gen. Dwivedi, born
on July 1, 1964, was com-
missioned into the Infantry
(Jammu & Kashmir Rifles)
of the Army on December
15, 1984. His command
roles include leading the 18
Jammu & Kashmir Rifles
Regiment and the 26 Sec-
tor Assam Rifles Brigade.

In the rank of Lieute-
nant-General, he has held
important positions, in-
cluding that of Director-
General, Infantry, and
General Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief, Northern
Command, from 2022 to
2024, before taking over as
Vice-Chief.




Member of

Reports to

Seat

Appointer

Term length

Constituting
instrument

Precursor

Formation
First holder
Deputy

Salary

Defence Acquisition Council
Defence Planning Committee
National Security Council

=== President of India

= Prime Minister of India
=== Minister of Defence

m@ Chief of Defence Staff
Integrated HQ of MoD
(Army), South Block, Central
Secretariat, New Delhi
Appointments Committee of
the Cabinet (ACC)
President of India

3 years or at the age of 62,
whichever is earlier.

Army Act, 1950 (Act No. 46
of 1950) {3

Chief of the Army Staff and
Commander-in-Chief, Indian
Army

21 June 1948; 75 years ago
General Rob Lockhart

B8 Vice Chief of the Army
Staff (VCOAS)

3250,000 (US$3,000)
monthly! 1]
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Sarod maestro Pandit Rajeev

Taranath

'S awar

Soxod maestrn Paridic Rajéey Tarinaity, 0, v

My, Dassed sy on T
“Taranath w:

. he
l(a‘yot:ava Award in 1996.

at a private

Award in . Sangeet Vidwan Award in 2018,
endthe r\ado)a Ammnc et 201 He bined conrpomeit
or 2 5 ,
besides

iy it ey

ED likely to grill producers
of Manjummel Boys

“The Directorate of Enfor

reement (ED) is likely to

summon actor Saubin &hahlr and other
he

producers of the movie

agency..sunamod to harve £
rs to the movie. Earlier, a
=

comptaine was fled against
chear

St the
allegedly cheating & person wha had inveso

rrmel Boys. The
issued summons to
police
producers for
ed

money in the production of the m

SpicelJet discontinues
Hvderabad-Avodhva flight

Withincwo months of the launch of a direct flight
from has

aeal I Thhe atrins vwas operthag

discontin
Alrbus A320 on

airline a rous

this route. ~Umsally, when an

ticket sales. Initially, there was signi
em.husmsm for viskine Ayodiya. e i Sradually
declined.” n airfine representative. It

it eeiataod diceis flights o Ayodhya from
Chennai, Bengaluru, Jaipur and Patna.

All set for Naidu to take oath
as A.P. Chief Minister today

TDP president elected leader of National Democratic Alliance in the Andhra Pradesh Legislative
Assembly by alliance partners: Prime Minister Narendra Modi to attend swearing in ceremony

VIIAYAWADA

form the government in
St

The swearingin cere-
mony will be held at Kesa-
lle; near Vijayawada,

at 11.27 am. on
~ Primne Minister =4
dra Mods and a host of na-
leaders are
scheduled to attend.
er in the

Al smiles: TDP chief N. Chandrababu Maidu meeting Governor S.
Abdust Nazeer in Vijayswada on Tuesday. s

gislative by the
alliance partners — Janase-
-
Janata Party.
The MLAs-elect from

and BIP State:

the NDA met the
and stake.

o
Pradesh. TDP State presi-
dent K. naidu, Ms.

rman
Manohar met the
Gowernor and submitted
the letter.

Meanwhile, the MLAs-
elect of the Janasena elect-
ed Pawan Kalyan as their
floor leader. The hot topic
of discussion among the

. D Ka!yan pro-
name of Mr. Nai-
du as the leader of the NDA

Movement of drugs
in T.N. restricted to a
large extent, but it’s
not sufficient: Stalin

Situation review: Tami Nacu Chief Minister MK Stalin chasring 3

mecting with the Collectors and Superint

tendents of Police in

Chennai on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The Hindu Burean
CHENNAL

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M_K. Stalin on Tuesday in-
structed District  Collec-
tors, Superintendents of
Police ther offictal

scheme. which is to be

du was unani O the NDA constitusent par- ln the Assembly, which five berths in the Andhra sto
ed leader of the es ap- Cabinet. The BIP
Democratic Alliance (NDA)  besides Mr. Naidu, Janase- pravedby partn, is being tipped to get two | eradicate the menace e B
in the Andhra Pradesh Le-  na pi Pawan Kalyan Later, mpmen:anves of Cabinet posts. legal drugs in the State.
ring a of
District Cq of 24
the
- - - to the people were essen-
ome clear on privatisation of stee e o e T RreSNELIRT ST
mil Nad been restrict- nance, he said_
ed to a me  exxent. He instructed them
plants, Congress urges Kumaraswary | ibwse i se - S

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday

sove:
ment. and posed a set of

known as the Vizag Steel
Plant, to Prime Minis-
ter’s friends™. He said more
than one lakh people rely

ment negligence is pushing
-1 i steel

gal drugs is not only a law
and order issue but a social

He called for better
of various

fare pi mes for 2024-
2sS soon, as
se- 3 cause delay in

Chengalpatnz, Chennai,
P

Mayila-
duthurai, Nagapattinam,

posed a series of five on it for their
to the new Steel Minister, steel phms in V&-klmm The RINL unijons had been
H.D. Kumaraswamy, on nam, since
the issue of 1§ and D anuary 2021, when the Ca-
and pi tisation of steel binet Committ, on Eco-
plants, ones Affairs gave its ap-
at  visakhapatnam and  Mr. Ramesh said the pre- oval for 100 per cent
: vious Modi government privatisation of RINL, its
In a statement, Con- had proposed the sale of It ventures, sul =

gress neral retary Rashtriya Ispat Nigam Li- aries. report the Vizag

(communications) Jairam  mited (RINL), * govern-  planc divestment proposal.

focus on the implementa-
tion of “Tamil Pudhalvan®

Vellore took part in the
meeting.

UDF walks out
over failure to
provide Plus
One seats in
North Kerala

T

RUVANANTHAPURAM

The Congressled United
Democratic Front (UDF)

League (U ror N.

Sh ed an ad-

Joun T

the Assembly’s leave for an

emergency te on the
s

Monsoon plays truant

attitude™ towards students
and families in

east. & sardent in Bislap
puram an A+ in all
subjects would find it diffi-

CUlE 10 get 2 Plus One seat

a school within a reason-
able Gdistance from home.

000 Plus One

seats Ba vacant tn Pada

Stow e
Due to the absence of rainfall this CAEOIME MONSOON. % K MUSTARAH

aceaofthe

damin

e Tuesday. Water level in the dam is rapidly receding

Dasara jumbo Ashwathama
dies; electrocution suspected

SrvsURL

Dasara elephant Ashwath-
ama died at its camp in the

ant Ashwathama

Dazara cleph:
was found dead st its camp in
the

A press release from the
of the

Tiger Reserve said the ele-
phant was ted to its usual
place by its staff on Mon-
day at the

e next morning,
when the staff went to

elephant was dead.

Tiger Reserve.

They informed the higher
officials who rushed to the
camy

-

Solar fence

The Bheemanakatte jumbo
camp has been fenced with
sohr barriers to prevent
the wild elephants.
and for the safety of the

ducted and the report i

awaited.

S ch.uunaragundn
the exact reason of its

St would be Rnown Af

ter post-mortem

report.

Captured in 2017

Ashwathama was captured

from Sakleshpur in 2017.

He
sought a report after the
investiga

Police dog retires, felicitated
for years of faithful service

CHITTOOR

On the occasion of its re-
tirement, the Chittoor Dls~

rintendent of Pol-
fce VON. Ma

dolu s
contributions to various

itated it with garlands and
a shawl. Bindus handler
AMohan was
present.

dor breed, it was employed

= Polics
202 Ramction in Chittaor on Tussdey. SPECAL AR

Selicitatod oo its retiresnane day
e

IISc develops method to remove heavy
metal contaminants from groundwater

BENGALURS
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rious elections as part of
police duty and recefved

The retirement ceremo-
siv-

st v.hlng
about it so xhu It doesn't
the

ny saw r officials
ng and  in- and that aspect is not given
sights to the dog squad in the
personnel. existing methods. Our pro-

2. @l

sor at the Centre for Sus-
tainable “Techn s
whose has developed
the method.

HSc sasd that according
to reports, 113 districts in 21

States in India have arsenic

Health Organisation.

tems in rural such as
Bhagalpur in Bihar and
Chickballapur In Karnata-
a

@ Y Amex




[ISc develops method to remove heavy
metal contaminants from groundwater

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Indian Institute of Science
(IISc) researchers have de-
veloped a novel remedia-
tion process for removing
heavy metal contaminants
such as arsenic from
groundwater.

According to IISc, the
three-step method, which
is patent-pending, also en-
sures that the removed
heavy metals are disposed
of in an environment-
friendly and sustainable
manner, instead of sending
untreated heavy metal-rich
sludge to landfills from
where they can potentially
re-enter groundwater.

“In every technology
that exists, you can take

T rmeteli ..

Polluting groundwater: Heavy metal contaminants can
significantly affect human and animal health. FILE PHOTO

out arsenic and provide
clean water. However, after
you remove the arsenic,
you must do something
about it so that it doesn’t
re-enter the environment,
and that aspect is not given
due consideration in the
existing methods. Our pro-

cess was designed to solve
this problem,” said Yagna-
seni Roy, assistant profes-
sor at the Centre for Sus-
tainable = Technologies,
whose lab has developed
the method.

IISc said that according
to reports, 113 districts in 21

States in India have arsenic
levels above 0.01 mg per
litre while 223 districts in
23 States have fluoride le-
vels above 1.5 mg per litre,
which are beyond the per-
missible limits set by the
Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS) and the World
Health Organisation.

These contaminants can
significantly affect human
and animal health, necessi-
tating their efficient remo-
val and safe disposal.

The researchers have
been working with the IN-
REM Foundation and
Earthwatch, both NGOs, to
deploy and test these sys-
tems in rural areas such as
Bhagalpur in Bihar and
Chickballapur in Karnata-
ka.



What are the impacts of water pollution?

Urban and domestic use

Increased water treatment and
inspection costs, maintenance
costs from scouring and premature
ageing of infrastructure, increased W
wastewater treatment costs with
implementation of more strict regulations. Emer-
gency and clean-up costs from spills/accidents.

Human health

Polluted water is the world's
largest health risk, and continues
to threaten both quality of life and public health.
Associated with this are health service costs, loss life
expectancy, and emergency health costs associated

with major pollution events.
Prohibition from

recreational use (e.g. swimming, fishing, seafood
gathering), beach closure, impacts on aesthetics,
cultural and spiritual values. Losses in fishing,
boating, rafting and swimming activities to other
tourism activities or to other ventures with superior
water quality.

Social values
and tourism

Commercial fisheries

Direct and indirect fish kill,
contamination of shellfish.

water for irrigation results in

Ecosystem health

Damage to freshwater and marine
ecosystems (e.g. fish kill, invertebrates,
benthic fauna, flora, habitat degradation)
and loss of ecosystem services, which
may require investment in additional or
different grey infrastructure alternatives
to replicate these services.

Industrial productivity

Exclusion of contaminated water for
industrial use results in increasing water
scarcity. Scouring of infrastructure, and
clean-up costs from spills/accidents.

Agricultural productivity

Exclusion of contaminated

increasing water scarcity. lrngatlon with contammated

water causes damage to, and reduced productivity of,

pasture and crops, soil contamination, impacts to livestock
health and production, and scouring of infrastructure.

Property values

Waterfront property values can decline
because of unsightly pollution and odour.



Tainted groundwater

Sixteen States show a high prevalence of uranium concentrations
above the WHO provisional guideline value (30ug/L)

e India has no i
Places where Uranium
standards for uranium exceeds drinking

IEVPJS in groundwater“ . waterguidelinesin

 There have been . some wells
reports of high levels

of uranium In Andhra
Przdesh

Over-pumplng o Bt >
groundwater causes a \ |
decline in water levels L

2 .
v

« This induces : ‘.
oxidation conditions B
that enhance uranium } T4
enrichment Inshallow . .

groundwater *Large-Seale Uranlum Comtamination...” Rachel M. Coyte et al.




AREA AFFECTED WITH ARSENIC

Fifty districts of Bangladesh and 9 districts in West Bengal, India have
arsenic levels in groundwater above the maximum permissible limit of 50
pg/l . ( WHO)

Arunachal Pradesh

T=Hohly afected (60)
Moderatety affected (1)

B Marginaty affected (79)

TOTAL AITECTED DISTRICTS 192
STATES 16

sgarh  Bengal

As August 2007 e Al } :

Andaman & Nicobar Istands

v
\

| )



STATUS OF STATES

States
affected
with
arsenic

Uttar Pradesh
Bihar

West Bengal
Assam

Punjab

Madhya Pradesh
Gujarat

Haryana

Andhra Pradesh
Tamil Nadu
Jharkhand
Karnataka
Jammu & Kashmir
Chhattisgarh
Delhi

Orissa

Manipur
Rajasthan
Himachal Pradesh
Daman & Diu

million
Indians

or/18.8% of

dia's total

B52 ‘/:{opuhtion
H53 drink arsenic

contaminated
water

every day

re State with
more than
25% affacted

population




RURAL HABITATIONS WITH WATER QUALITY ISSUES
(ALLINDIA: 35,3911)

lron I 18,406
Arsenic I - 12,457
S g T s
Heavymetal mommn 2115
Nitrate = 1,405
ARSENICPOLLUTION IRON POLLUTION

West Bengal mmmmmm 6.207  Assam I 5,113
Assam  mmmmmmu 4125 West Bengal mu— 5,082
Bihar | m 804 Tripura  EE——m = 2377
Punjab ® 651  Bihar | - 2299
UttarPradeshm 650 Odisha  mmmm = 2100

Source: Ministry of Jal Shakti
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Making Pablis Dara Meamangial

HOW FAR RURAL INDIA TRAVELS
EVERY DAY TO FETCH DRINKING WATER ? WITH LEAST ACCESSIBILTY

#1 MANIPUR 40.7%
#2 TRIPURA 39.6%
#3 ODISHA 38.5%

35% 42.9% 22.19% :an o

NEED NOT TRAVEL UPTO TRAVEL MORE #6 MADHYA PRADESH 36.1%
TRAVEL 0.5 KM THAN 0.5 KM
#7 MIZORAM 32.1%

#8 RAJASTHAN 31.9%
#9 WEST BENGAL 31.5%
#10 NAGALAND 31.4%

WITHIN PREMISES 0.5 KM MORE THAN 0.5 KM

MOST ACCESSIBLE
#1 CHANDIGARH 85.4%

INDIAN AVERAGE %

#2 PUNJAB 81.7% San) Answer to Unstarred question 1 in the Lok Sabha



Facts on India's & piramal
Drinking Water Challenge Sarvojol

- : e
- >6in 10
W F F W F households report that

AR
4\ 28 A A
: they do no treat their nAN™N?
163 Mn AdAad

water prior to drinking
people do not have
access to safe
drinking water

21% =

of the disease
reported in the

*Source: Aid report

India loses country are
:::] 73 Mn B
working days due to o Eoe WO et Sepalt

water-borne diseases

*Source: IndiaSpend report 2016

......................................... ~66 Mn
443 Mn < people in

School days are lost 2 0

each year from water 2 T i states are
related |||neSS ITTITII1111d at risk because of

the excessive fluoride
- Source: Human Development Report 2006 . in water

“6 Mn
*Source: Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation (MDWS) Report

childrenbelow =~

age 14 suffer Arsenic is the other big killer
from dental putting at risk nearly

skeletal and non- ~10 Mn

skeletal fluorosis
people

:

*Source: Fluorosis Research and Rural Development Foundation *Source: World bank report



Type
Established

Founders

Accreditation
Affiliation
Budget

Director
Academic staff

Administrative
staff

Students
Undergraduates
Postgraduates

Doctoral
students

Location

Campus

Public research university
¢.1909; 115 years ago

Jamsetji Tata « Krishnaraja
Wadiyar IV

NAAC
AcuUlll. UGC - AIU - MISA

3918.27 crore
(US$110 million) (2024—
2025)12]

Govindan Rangarajan(®]
52504l
35441

3,8424
45341
94714l
2,737!4

Bangalore, Karnataka,
560012, India

Urban, 440 acres (180 ha)
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New portable atomic clock offers
very accurate timekeeping at sea

'seardmmhaveblnkl.l

e ta ey day to navigate cities.
and

military operations, other things.

Despite being ome of the most accurate
timekeeping methods, however, there is
still room for improvement. Scientists
today are pushing the boundarses with a
new technology called optical atomic
clocks.

But for belng such sophisticated

. both these clocks are also
Dully, powerhungry, fragile, and
a result, their installatio:

T
and operations are aften restricted to big
research facilities.

A study renenv.ly published in the

al Narure d 8 kind of
pormble optlr.al atomic clock that can be
gnboard ships. While these devices
i psecss accuracy for and
robustness, they were =till more accurate
than other vessel-borne timekeeping
opeions.

According to the researchers, this i the
most performant optical clock based at
sea and represents a s

in optical

The working of an atomic clock
Atomic clocks work by keeping time using
atoms. One popular design
an isotope of caesium, Cs-133. The
International Committee for Welghts and
Measures first used it in 1967 to define the
duration of one second. India also uses a

energy level matches the frequency of

related in some fully understood way to
the duration of 2 second.
First, researchers keep the Cs atoms in
a cavity, to which mic
specific frequency is applied. When the
the

eransition energy of the Cs atoms. the
nance.
The Cs-133 atoms absorb this radiation

0 pens when
frequency of the applied radiation is
equal to 9,192.631,770 Hz.

oth g ol i CR 103 seci

it was

Aserver rack containing three independent aptical clocks, 3 - perwer supply, = control lagtop for each clock an unintemuptable power susply, and 2

he deck o where

in 2 total rack

housing the

e piat oottt e kgt el

optical light that produces the resonance.
This leads to higher accuracy becanse &t
enables more precise cha:

The most commeonly

optical atomic
has narrow linewidths and stable
transitions.

Researchers at the Indian Institute of

Science Educari rch, Pune,
are working on a strontium optical atommic
clock. Their peers at the Inter-University

ones ready, will bring precision
in india to the optical
Tegime.

Building a portable device
The

second
The accuracy of atomie clocks
from a fe =4 sm that decects

frequency
and adjusts the microwave radiation to
maintain resonance.

Thus, a caesium atomic clock loses or
gains a second every 1.4 million years.

Optical alomlq: clocks use lasers
Optical atomic clocks are even more
urate. While they have the same

frequency here is i ehe optical range.
Radiation in this range includes visible

Hghe (oo humans) and ulravioles and
infrared radiation.

ly

mitted light waves all have
same frequency and their
wavelengths are related to each other in a
way that doesn’'t change. The result is
light with more precise properties and
great stability.

Optical atomic docks use coherent
Hight to achieve higher accuracy in two
main ways.

The first is the higher operating

occurs. ewidth,
Pt X it the frequency of the
cna
i

e 2
edeliniait s aplal ke ckick thac
uses molecular jodine as the frequency
standard.

“Traditional optical atomic clocks are

eoe

Despite the ship’s motion, a
of23
€. and 4-5% changes in humidity. the
clocks were nearly as stable as thes
were in laboratory conditions for up to
1LOOO s at a time

xlender flexible, ransparent cables made
or plastic and which can transmit
ngm owver long distances. The system thus
had a velume of only 1 licre, and operated
with light of wavelength 1,064 nm.
A frequency comb Is a device that

and accurate reference for tracking

gamraﬂng ecise

encies_ The frequency Lo

occupled & vohame of O.5 licres.
also

large and not easy
have previously attempted to make them

the
software control system that
could autonomously initialise the
from an oif" state to a fully

Jjust above the consumption of an
incandescent light bulb.

Optical atomic clocks at sea
The researchers conducted initial tests at
the U.S. National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) in April 2022,
They operated two prototypes, called
PICKLES andl RDIC, sisomomcnsty 81 34
days. The opeical atomic clocks’

cruated | er short

urperfomung ler s hydrogen maser
STOS, one of the world's most accurate
able atomic clocks, which is based
on hydrogen atoms.

The optical atomic clocks also had 10x
lower long-term drift compared to
nMdlutn atomic clocks. This means that

 long periods, the rate at which the
Chocks frequency s is much lower
compared to changes I rubidhim stomic
clocks. It is a sign of the compact clock's
high stability.

The researchers also deployed the two
clocks plus another, called VIPER, on a
boat at Pear] Harbor in Hawali to test
them at sea. VIPER was built with a
smaller spectrometer and a more

stax
ecific rrantitons, activates sotme

To this, team
clock’s spectrometer. laser system, and
frequency coi

mb.
'he spectrometer, used to measure the
of

was
to have a volume of 2.5 litres. The laser
system was bullt using opeical fibres —

and ensures the system
stays stable by continuously ¢
probl

l\saresuk the final clock had a total
volume of 35 litres — about the size of a
backpack. It weighed around 26 kg
umed 55 W

large
and consumed 85 W of power, which is

design.
Despite rrer = shlgyis ol
tuation

temperature fluc degrees C,
and 4-5% changes in humidity, the cl
were nearly as stable as in

being affected by temperasure
fluctuations.

and
Amomic clocks are prized for their

just one
Second ower 300 mitlion years. Optical

lion years.

e todine clock isn't as accurate
25 an opucal atomse clock in the
laboratary, trading It off for moblity and

But it is sull
to lose or gain a second only every 9.1
million years.
The development of such setups ks a

necessary first-step for their use for

and scientific research. For example. they

CTejasei Guriira & a freelance sclence
writer and journalist with a master's degree
in physics )

Quantum computers will have transformative
effect= on electronics, clesn energy, and drug.

UN declares
2025 the Year
of Quantum
Science

The United Nations has said zuzs w-ll] be
nternational Yes

Science and % I.rl

levels al:ned at increasing publsc
of

of the
science and applications.
“The proclamation is the result of a

In May this
Chana subrmitten & Arsft rescluton v the
U.N. General Assembly asking for an
official proclamation, with the support of
over 70 other countries. The General
Assembly acceded on June 7.
The timing isn't entirely coincidental.
the

quantum phenomena being
discovered in the late 19th and early 20th
— to lay the stone of
what would come to be called quantum
mechanics. He was awarded the Nobel

around the time he d his
famous uncertainty princi|
According to the UN statement, the
al.

Union
Next year will be a century since
the
H

of Pure and Applied Physics, the
International Union of Pure and Applied
Qsenusrx),the lmemanonal Unson of
d the
Crion of Tiistory and Philosophy of
Science and Technology.
Q

have been feamuring more often in public
<on'versalions and issues of late thanks &
stum computers. While full;
Operational machines of this
yet exist, researchers and indus
Lperts belleve it is a matter of time.
In Mne with this belief, the Covernment
of India
Mission” inAprﬂmalaeos!ofRs

e head of the Minsio

verticals: quantum computing, quantum

communication, quantum sensing
and

devices.
Many researchers expect functional
quaneum computers will have

clean energy. phv s drag d development.
ghven their superior computational

Mcommg o the U.N. statement, its
proclamation ~is a signal for any
individual. group, school. institution, or
government to use 2025 as an

PP y to about

science and -1

added that a steering committee is also
“planning global initiatives and events,
cular

Physics World reparted that an op<ning
s be
January 14, 2025, in Berlin.

Amex




UN declares
2025 the Year
of Quantum
Science

The Hindu Bureau

The United Nations has said 2025 will be
designated the ‘International Year of
Quantum Science and Technology’. In a
statement, the body said the initiative will
be “year-long”, “worldwide”, and that it
will “be observed through activities at all
levels aimed at increasing public
awareness of the importance of quantum
science and applications.”

The proclamation is the result of a
resolution led by Mexico in May 2023 and
which was soon joined by other
countries. By November that year, almost
60 countries had co-sponsored the
resolution and the UNESCO General
Conference adopted it. In May this year,
Ghana submitted a draft resolution to the
U.N. General Assembly asking for an
official proclamation, with the support of
over 70 other countries. The General
Assembly acceded on June 7.

The timing isn’t entirely coincidental.
Next year will be a century since the
German physicist Werner Heisenberg
published a famous paper in which he
reinterpreted a series of tweaks —
required for classical mechanics to make
sense of the quantum phenomena being
discovered in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries — to lay the foundation stone of
what would come to be called quantum
mechanics. He was awarded the Nobel
Prize for physics seven years later,
roughly around the time he devised his
famous uncertaintyv principle.

Uibiive Giivl LG LALALTII A Y -

Quantum science and technologies
have been featuring more often in public
conversations and issues of late thanks to
quantum computers. While fully
operational machines of this type don’t
yet exist, researchers and industry
experts believe it is a matter of time.

In line with this belief, the Government
of India announced a ‘National Quantum
Mission’ in April 2023 at a cost of Rs
6,000 crore, to be implemented from
2023 to 2031 by the Department of
Science & Technology (DST). According to
Akhilesh Gupta, a senior DST advisor and
the head of the Mission, it will have four
verticals: quantum computing, quantum
communication, quantum sensing and
metrology, and quantum materials and
devices.

Many researchers expect functional
quantum computers will have
transformative effects on electronics,
clean energy, and drug development,
given their superior computational
abilities.

According to the U.N. statement, its
proclamation “is a signal for any
individual, group, school, institution, or
government to use 2025 as an
opportunity to increase awareness about
quantum science and technology.” It
added that a steering committee is also
“planning global initiatives and events,
particularly those that reach audiences
unaware of the importance of quantum
science and technology.”

Physics World reported that an opening
ceremony is expected to be conducted on
January 14, 2025, in Berlin.



Power increases Power increases in
exponentially in proportion | a 1:1 relationship with
to the number of qubits | the number of transistors

4 )

—o0o—

Quantum computers | Classical computers have o
have high error rates and low error rates and

need to be kept ultracold | can operate at room temp f[ \E




secure communications

Quantum
TeCh n0l0gy research in fundamental physics
Applications disaster management

pharmaceuticals

industrial revolution 4.0
weather prediction

securing financial transactions
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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Bhagwat’s remarks
on table, BJP works
on rejig, poll review
& president election

HEW
NEW DELHLIUNE 11

EVEN AS the Ministers in the
;NI mcverniniése. ool
charge Tuesdasy. the BJP has be-
Zun Lo set in Mmotion the process
ofresigsing its organisation na-
soowsde and. simultaneousty.
reviewing its Lok Sabha per-
formance.
This exercise is ex)

begin with a fresh n)ernbersh:p

fve and will conciude with the
election of 4 new party presi-
dent. Ir's stifl pot clear If this will
take place under a new working
president or incumbent J P

hasbeen

The party’s Pasliamentary

That meeting comes in the wake
of RSS chsef Mohan Bhagwat's
unusually sharp comments
Monday on the bitter Lok Sabha
campaign that included a cau-
Honary note oo

A true sevak maintaing

such
son has the right to be called 3
sevak.~ Bhagwat had said.
Sources said these rernasks,
seen 25 a veiled crisicism of e

Modii government as Union
Health Minister.

rou-
tine nor nosnaal"
UED ON PAGE 2

Production stalled, MeitY
& Commerce want visa
norms for Chinese eased

RAVI DUTTA MISHRA
& SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHL JUNE 11

AT LEAST TWO Unéon ministries
— Electronscs and Information
Technology and Commerce and

pushirg for easier
wisa norms for entry of Chinese
rechmicians. The domestic in-
dustry raised concenns Tt export
ceders i

istry told The fadian Express, “The
rtment is aware of the con-

The issue was flagged in sev-
eral forums including the Boasd
of Teade meeting in Jamuacy this
year. The BOT plays an

role to the Commerce and
Industry Ministry and the an-
rual ae

0 delays in grant of visas.
senior official in the
Commerce and Industry min-

central and state government of -
ficials. alongside all magor trade
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI IS FOUR-TIME MLA FROM KEONJHAR

BJP opens Odisha innings with
surprise CM choice, 2 deputies

Naidu is back: Amaravati

Mohan Charan Majhi with Union Ministers Rajnath Singh,
Yadav i on AN

SUNTBISOYI
BHUBANESWAR. JUNE 11

Majhi  will take

Wednesday along with two

Deputy Chief Ministers — KV

Singh Deo and Pravati Parida —
T

ENDING A week of d

will be capital of Andhra

SREENIVAS JANYALA
HYDERABAD. JUNE 11

ADAY before e is set o be swoen
in as Andhra Pradesh Chaef
Minister. Telugu Desam Party
chief N Chandrababo Naid

the BJP Tuesday ed
han Charan Majhi a foar-
time MLA from Keonjhas and 2
tribal face of the party. as the
new Chief Minister of Odisha.

EXPRESS NETWORK

LT GEN UPENDRA
DWIVEDI WILL TAKE

CHARGE AS AR
CHIEF ON JUNE 30
UGC LETS VARSITIES

ADMIT STUDENTS
TWICE A YEAR P78

be. yPr
Minister Narendra Modi

The 52-year-old Majhi_seen

as a leades who has risen from

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Purandeswart. Naidu will take

BusiNess as Us

By UNNY
e
avosa

— Summery
o
— =

oath of office on Wednesday at
2 funcrion which Prime Minister
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

The return of Che & Motorcycle Diaries
— in Parliament breach case chargesheet

MAHENDER SINGH
MANRAL
NEW/ DELHL JUNE 11

MEMOIRS OF 3 road trip from

Laich, wi “rair-
rors the famous h'o(on.y(le
Diaries™ of Cuban revolution

G ticmal
riding pellicn some of the way: a
video of tear gas being set off in-
side the Kosovo Parfiament; and,
an afleged acquaintance from

Shri Narendra Modi

Hon'ble Prime Minister

Xhas S ass S Bl pranicin welio:

Padiament House security
breach case against the muain ac-
cused. Manoranjan D, sources
ol The Indian Express.
“wWhile n,

NEET-UG row: Retest
for 1,563 candidates an
option; exam sanctity
affected, says top court

DEEKSHA TERI
& ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 11

ARETEST for all L563 candidates
whe were awarded ~grace

marks™ for ~lass of time™ in the
Natsonal Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (Undergraduate)
this year is among the options
being considered by the four-

member commitiee formed last A protest against the NEET
weoek by the Nattonal remns exam in Pune. Tuesday
Agercy (NT:

ot aver the extl.lordnn."nly

Lar scar- 1 11 1,563 caa
ing well estrhis  didsest Sit for 3 regest

ve — 67 secured the perfect
score of 720/720.

The Indian Express has
learned that the

accept the “non-normalise

headed by a former UPSC chair—
man, in s first few meetings, has

The commitree. wi
CONTINUED ONPAGE

Chhattisgarh missed red
flags over desecration
protest, acts after arson

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
BALODA BAZAR. JUNE 11

A DAY after the office of the
Superintendent of Police and
over 200 vehicles were set on
fire. and the District Collectar’s
office pelted with stones in
hhatrisgarh's Baloda Bazar dis-
trict — by members of the
Satnami

AManoranjan's emails, we Sound 2
travel memoss inone of the fold-
ers which (he ) probably forgot to
delete s he had deleted mosz of

CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

the desecration of 2 siee sacred
o

by the stae governspent.
According to officials and

of

Date: 12th
Time: 5:00

Odisha will play a pivotal role
in the Journey to Vikashit Bharat.

the

New Council of Ministers
of Od

isha
June, 2024
pPmMm onwards

members of the communil

wiho spoke to The Indiarn

a day Later, the administratic
CONTINUED ON PAGE

4
Shri Mohan Charan Majhi

Venue: Janata Maidan, Bhubaneswar

Hon'ble Chief Minister (Designote)

SWEARING-IN-CEREMONY




UGC gives nod to universities to admit
students twice a year, DU says good idea

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JUNE T

THE UNIVERSITY Grants
Commission (UGC) has allowed
higher education institutions to
admit students twice a year.

While earlier regulations al-
lowed students to be admitted
only during July-August, the
UGC's recent decision means
that students can now be admit-
ted in January/February and in
July/August from the upcoming
academic session.

The UGC decision leaves it to
the institutions to decide if they
want to offer admissions in both
the cycles or just one, and this
will depend on their infrastruc-
ture and faculty.

The UGC has said that bian-
nual admissions are not manda-
tory, but the decision now pro-
vides “flexibility” to institutions
that might want to“increase their
studentintake and offer new pro-
grammes in emerging areas”.

UGC Chairman M Jagadesh
Kumar told The Indian Express,
“Every university offers admis-
sions in July/August. In addition
to this, if they wish to offer pro-
grammes in January, they are
welcome to.”

“The situation can be unique
to a particular institution; the
challenges can vary from insti-
tution to institution. The UGC
provides the broader regulatory

framework enabling the institu-
tions to work out the details
themselves and implement it if
they think they can,” he said.

Onwhether universities may
now be able to offer admissions
todifferent sets of coursesin the
two admission cycles, he said: “It
is a choice for them... depend-
ing on the infrastructure that is
available. For a science pro-
gramme, if they find that for the
students admitted in the July
session lab facilities are used in
the daytime, they may want to
use lab facilities in the evening
for the session that began in
January, so that there is better
utilisation of resources available
in universities.”

The UGC first attempted this
biannual admission process
with openand distance learning
(ODL), and online mode pro-
gramimes,

On why the UGC decided to
allow biannual admissions,
Kumar said that during the trials
in ODL and online, the UGC
found that nearly half a million
students who would have oth-
erwise waited for one year to
join these programmes have got
the opportunity to join in
January itself.

“There is a possibility that
even in the physical mode, stu-
dents who have missed admis-
sions for various reasons in
July/August, will have the oppor-
tunity to join in January instead

of waiting for one full year. It is
also a global practice. It also has
the potential toincrease the GER
(Gross Enrolment Ratio)also,” he
said.

If universities now intend to
begin a second session in
January, they will have to get the
decision approved in their aca-
demic and executive councils,
and amendments will have tobe
made in theirinstitutional regu-
lations. This biannual admission
system can apply to PhD, post-
graduate and undergraduate
programimes.

Inthe case of programmes to
which admissions are based on
entrance exams, the UGC
Chairman said, “For PhD admis-
sions, currently all universities
admit in July. We are conducting
UGC-NET twice a year. So, uni-
versities can now begin to admit
twice a year in PhD programmes.
For postgraduate programmes,
CUET (PG)is not mandatory, itis
only an option and many univer-
sities admit based on their own
entrance exam or marks in un-
dergraduate programmes. Now
they can offer biannual admis-
sions in masters programmes”.

Similarly in undergraduate
programmes, except for Central
universities, CUET (UG) is not
mandatory for other universities,
he said.

“They use a combination of
admission criteria including
CUET (UG) scores, theirown en-

trance exam, board exam marks.
If any university wants to start
UG programmes in a second ses-
sion, they are free to do it,” he
said.

Onwhether entrance exams
may now have to be held twice a
year, Kumar said: “Entrance ex-
ams are now technology driven,
Ideally, if they are conducted
twice a year, it will be beneficial
to students. One-by-one, we are
trying toimplement that. Overa
period of time,  hope we will
have most entrance exams con-
ducted by the NTA twice in a
year”,

Delhi University Vice
Chancellor Yogesh Singh said, “It
is a good idea, a very common
ideain the western world where
many universities are doing this.
We are also very open... in PhD,
we are already doing it, we are
admitting students twice a year.
For UG and PG also, we are very
open and we will initially imple-
ment it in a few programmes
and then extend it to other pro-
grammes.”

On whether the new admis-
sion system s likely to be in place
from the upcoming session on-
wards, he said, “No... admis-
sions have already started, so
can’'t doit right now.”

Asked about courses for
which admissions are based on
entrance exams, he said: “We
will have to conduct entrance
exams twice a year.”



Existing process, change

Students are now admitted once a
year, in a single academic session that be-
gins in July/ August. The UGC's decision
will allow universities to admit students
in two cycles, in July/ August and then in
January/February, to undergraduate,
postgraduate and PhD programmes.

The new system could allow universi-
ties to reflect the admission cycles in
some countries that admit students twice
a year, and where the courses that are
available in these different admission cy-
cles may also vary. Universities in the
United States, for instance, have ‘intakes’
in the fall (session that begins in August/
September) and in the spring (session
that begins in January).

Reason and beneficiaries

The UGC has already attempted the
biannual admission process for open and
distance learning, and online pro-
grammes, and found that “permitting a
second academic session in a year has
helped nearly half a million students join
their degree programmes without wait-
ing for one full academic year”.

This, according to UGC Chairman M
Jagadesh Kumar, could benefit students
who may have missed admissions in the
July/ August session on account of health
issues, delays in board exam results, or
personal reasons. With admissions open-
ing twice a year, they need not wait for an
entire year before they can apply again.

Kumar has said that universities
abroad follow a biannual admission sys-
tern, and this system in Indian institutions
“can enhance their international collab-
orations and student exchanges”.

He hasalso said that this system could
also help increase the ‘gross enrollment

The new system could help global
collaborations, according to UGC
chairman M Jagadesh Kumar. File

ratio’(GER). For higher education, GER is
the ratio of students enrolled to the pop-
ulation of the age group eligible for higher
education.

What next for institutions

The decision to open admissions
twice a year lies with the universities —
their academic and executive councils
will have to take the call. It will be up to
the universities to work out what pro-
grammes they might open up for bian-
nual admissions. The availability of infra-
structure and faculty will be crucial in
deciding to admit students in two admis-
sion cycles.

While the UGC has allowed higher ed-
ucation institutions to admit students
twice a year from the coming academic
year, Delhi University Vice Chancellor
Yogesh Singh pointed out that admis-
sions for the upcoming session have al-
ready begun.

Chairman Kumar said: “This a provi-
sion that we are providing... It is quite
possible that it will not happen immedi-
ately. The universities may have to work
on their infrastructural requirements, fac-
ulty requirements, and then plan it over
a period of time.”

Singh said the university is open to the
idea and may implement it initially for a
few programmes before extending it to
others.

Thereisalso the question of admissions
that are based on entrance exams. Kumar
said thatit could be “beneficial to students”
if they are conducted twice a year.



MP completes
preparations for
second cheetah
home - Gandhi
Sagar Sanctuary

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, JUNE 11

THE MADHYA Pradesh govern-
ment has completed prepara-
tions for its ambitious cheetah
reintroduction project at Gandhi
Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, which
is slated to be the second home
for cheetahs in India after Kuno
National Park, an official said on
Tuesday.

Teams from Kenya and South
Africa had earlier visited Gandhi
Sagar to assess the conditions,
the official said.

He also said that Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav chaired a meeting of the
wildlife board in which it was in-
formed that preparations have
been completed. Prey animals
have been relocated from Kanha,
Satpura and Sanjay tiger re-
serves, the official said.

A wildlife department offi-
cial said, “All preparations have
been completed for reintroduc-
tion of the cheetah in Gandhi
Sagar Sanctuary. Cheetals have
been reintroduced from Kanha
and other places to increase
their population in the region.
50 gaurs (Indian bisons) have
also been successfully reintro-
duced from Kanha and Satpura
Tiger Reserve to the Sanjay
Tiger Reserve (in Sidhi dis-
B trict)”




12 % hike in
Schengen visa
fee comes
into effect

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JUNET1

FROM TUESDAY onwards, the cost
of a short-stay Schengen visa has
increased by 12 per cent. While
the Schengen visa fee for adults
hasincreased to 90 euros from 80
euros, children between the age
of 6 and 12 will now pay 45 euros
instead of 40 euros. It is still free
for those under six years of age.

The EU attributes the in-
crease to both inflation and
growing civil worker wages.

Schengen visa allows the
holder to travel freely in the
Schengen Area comprising 29
European countries, for short
stays of a maximum of 90 days
inany 180-day period. The visas
are not purpose-bound, but they
do not grant the right to work.

Schengen countries are
among the most popular destina-
tions for Indian travellers with a
high preference for destinations
like France, Spain, Germany;, Italy
and Switzerland, among others.
Schengen countries account for
around 20 per cent of India’s out-
¥ boimnd traffic acner ectimatec
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The hiked fee comes into ef-
fect globally as per a statement by
the European Commission. The
EU visa costs were reviewed in
December2023,as Schengen Visa
Code mandates review every
three years. The fee was increased
from 60 euros to 80 euros in
February 2020. A few weeks ago,
the EU had announced a major re-
prieve for Indian travellers to
Europe, offering multiple entry
Schengen visas with longer valid-
ity. Frequent Indian travellers can
now apply for five-year multiple
entry visas, which puts them on
par with “visa-free nationals”.

Indian nationals can now be
issued long-term, multi-entry
Schengen visas valid for two years
after having obtained and used
twovisasinpastthreeyears. “The
two-year visa will normally be fol-
lowed by a five-year visa, if the
passport has sufficient validity re-
maining,” said a statement by the
European Commission in April.
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Rupee closes at record low

SACHIN KUMAR
Mumbai, June 11

THE RUPEE FELL 6 paise against the
dollarto close atarecord lowof 83.57 on
Tuesday, weighed down by a strong dol-
lar. The weakness in the local
currency was in sync with that of other
Asian currencies and comes ahead of
the US Federal Reserve’s rate decision
this week.

The local currency plunged to as low
as 83.5725, near to its previous record
lowof 83.5750 touched in April, but likely
intervention from the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) prevented any further fall in
the rupee.

“Stronger than expected US data and
political uncertainty after the French
president called for snap elections

pushed euro-US dollar pairlower and the
dollar index higher. Oil demand and ris-
ing crude oil prices are further adding to
rupee weakness,” Kunal Sodhani, vice-
president - treasury, Shinhan Bank, told
FE. “RBI stepped in to cap the slide in
rupee and was seen selling dollar around
83.54 level,” he added.

Sodhani said Indian bonds will be
included in JP Morgan Bond Index from
this month which will start attracting
debt inflows,adding that 83.30 now acts
as a support while 83.80 acts as a resis-
tance for rupee.

Analysts say the rupee will continue to
remain under pressure and may fall to
around 85 before recovering to 83 in the
next 2-3 quarters.

Continued on Page 17
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* Positive:Weaker rupee should theoretically give a boost to India’s
exports, but in an environment of uncertainty and weak glohal
demand, a fall in the external value of rupee may not translate

into higher exports




* Negative:
* It poses risk of imported inflation, and may make

it difficult for the central bank to maintain interest
rates at a record low for longer.

* India meets more than two-thirds of its domestic
oil requirements through imports.

* India is also one of the top importers of edible
oils. A weaker currency will further escalate
imported edible oil prices and lead to a higher food
inflation.

/
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-mission-on-edible-oil-oil-palm

* Q1. Which one of the following is not the most
likely measure the Government/RBI takes to
stop the slide of Indian rupee? (2019)

* (a) Curbing imports of non-essential goods and
promoting exports
(b) Encouraging Indian borrowers to issue rupee
denominated Masala Bonds
(c) Easing conditions relating to external
commercial borrowing
(d) Following an expansionary monetary policy '

/
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* Recently the Kenyan government has announced an action plan to
eliminate a million Indian House Crows (Corvus splendens) by the end
of 2024.

* This decision stems from the birds' significant negative impact on
local ecosystems and their nuisance to the public, particularly in the
Kenyan coastal region.



* What is the Kenyan Government Action Plan?

* Invasive Species Issue: The Indian House Crow is described as an
invasive alien species from India and parts of Asia, introduced to East
Africa via shipping activities.

* Ecological Impact: The crows prey on endangered local bird species,
destroy nests, and eat eggs and chicks, leading to a decline in
indigenous bird populations.



* Historical Effort: A similar effort in Kenya over 20 years ago managed to
reduce their numbers temporarily.

* Government and Community Response: An action plan to combat the crow
menace includes mechanical and targeted methods for culling the birds,
and use of licensed poison for population control.






* Kenya is located in East Africa.

* Its terrain rises from a low coastal plain on the Indian Ocean to
mountains and plateaus at its centre.

e Kenya shares common borders with five countries namely: Tanzania in
the South, Uganda in the West, South Sudan in the North West,
Ethiopia in the North and Somalia in the East Kenya's is located
between the Indian Ocean and Lake Victoria.



Lake Turkana, the world's
largest desert lake, is part
of the Omo-Turkana basin,
which stretches into four
countries: Ethiopia, Kenya,
South Sudan and Uganda.

UN-Habitat maintains its
headquarters at the United
Nations Office in Nairobi,
Kenya.
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Global Plastic Treaty



* The ongoing discussions in the Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee (INC-4) of the United Nations Environment Agency (UNEA)
for a global treaty on plastic pollution prompt considerations for a fair
transition for informal waste workers.



* What is the Global Plastic Treaty?

* The Global Plastics Treaty, initiated in 2021,
is a pivotal international effort aimed at
combatting plastic pollution on a global
scale.

* Established during the fifth UN Environment
Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya, the treaty has
progressed through various meetings
worldwide, including Dakar, Senegal;
Uruguay; Paris, France; Nairobi, Kenya; and
Canada, with the final meeting set for South

Korea. /
P 4




* Notably, the International Alliance of Waste
Pickers has played a significant role,
advocating for the inclusion of informal
waste pickers in the treaty discussions to
promote sustainable waste management
and equitable policies.







POLYMER TYPES

EXAMPLES OF APPLICATIONS

SYMBOLS

Polyethylene Fizzy drink and water bottles. Salad ,\
Terephthalate trays. L1
(PET) : E.T.\
High Density Milk bottles, bleach, cleaners and most | ,\
Polyethylene shampoo bottles. Lz
(HDPE) ..)
HDPE
Polyvinyl Pipes, fittings, window and door frames \
Chloride (rigid PVC). Thermal insulation (PVC 3
(PVC) foam) and automotive parts. L.)
PVC
Low Density Carrier bags, bin liners and packaging ,\
Polyethylene films. L4
(LDPE) ..)
LDPE
FPonpropylene Margarine tubs, microwaveable meal ,\
(PP) trays, also produced as fibres and 5
filaments for carpets, wall coverings L A
and vehicle upholstery. PP
Polystyrene Yoghurt pots, foam hamburger boxes, | ,\
(PS) plastic cutlery, protective packaging 6
for electronic goods and toys. C 4)
Insulating material in the building and PS
construction industry.
Unallocated Any other plastics that do not fall /\
references into any of the above categories - for 7
example polycarbonate which is often L ‘)
used in glazing for the aircraft industry. 0




* Why is there a great concern about
the ‘microbeads’ that are released into
the environment? (UPSC 2019)

* (a) They are considered harmful to
marine ecosystems.
(b) They are considered to cause skin
cancer in children.
(c) They are small enough to be
absorbed by crop plants in irrigated
fields.

(d) They are often found to be used as '
food adulterants. /
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In India, ‘extend producer
responsibility’ was introduced as an
iImportant feature in which of the
following? (UPSC 2019)

(a) The Bio-medical Waste
(Management and Handling) Rules,
1998

(b) The Recycled Plastic (Manufacturing
and Usage) Rules, 1999

(c) The e-Waste (Management and
Handling) Rules, 2011

(d) The Food Safety and Standard
Regulations, 2011



safeEXO-Cas




Scientists at Columbia University College of Dental Medicine have
developed a new gene editing platform called “safeEXO-Cas,” using
exosomes as delivery vehicles for CRISPR/Cas9 components.

This platform enhances precision in targeting specific cells and tissues,
overcoming the limitations of current delivery methods.




« What are Exosomes?

« Exosomes are naturally occurring
vesicles that act as vehicles for
transporting molecules, such as
proteins and genetic material, between
cells. These tiny membrane-bound
structures play a crucial role in cell-to-
cell communication and have potential
applications in drug delivery, diagnostics,
and therapeutics.

/
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mechanism on DNA strands, allowing targeted modifications to the
genome.

§ It is a genome editing tool, that works as a cut-and-paste

Its applications include editing genes in human embryos, improving
crop resilience, and treating diseases like sickle cell disease.




CRISPR-Cas9 is a unique technology that
enables editing parts of the genome by
removing, adding or altering sections of the

Guide RNA (gRNA) guides Enzyme Cas9 (acts as
Cas9 to the right part of a pair of ‘molecular
the genome scissor’)
Target CRISPR
DNA ™ molecule

SEARCH cuT EDIT

o A CRISPR molecule e The CRISPR enzyme cuts A new custom sequence
finds a precise location the target DNA at the can be added when the

in the target DNA. point found by the guide. DNA is repaired.
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