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• Positive:Weaker rupee should theoretically give a boost to India’s 
exports, but in an environment of uncertainty and weak global 
demand, a fall in the external value of rupee may not translate 
into higher exports



• Negative:

• It poses risk of imported inflation, and may make 
it difficult for the central bank to maintain interest 
rates at a record low for longer.

• India meets more than two-thirds of its domestic 
oil requirements through imports.

• India is also one of the top importers of edible 
oils. A weaker currency will further escalate 
imported edible oil prices and lead to a higher food 
inflation.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-mission-on-edible-oil-oil-palm


• Q1. Which one of the following is not the most 
likely measure the Government/RBI takes to 
stop the slide of Indian rupee? (2019)

• (a) Curbing imports of non-essential goods and 
promoting exports
(b) Encouraging Indian borrowers to issue rupee 
denominated Masala Bonds
(c) Easing conditions relating to external 
commercial borrowing
(d) Following an expansionary monetary policy



Indian House Crows



• Recently the Kenyan government has announced an action plan to 
eliminate a million Indian House Crows (Corvus splendens) by the end 
of 2024. 

• This decision stems from the birds' significant negative impact on 
local ecosystems and their nuisance to the public, particularly in the 
Kenyan coastal region.



• What is the Kenyan Government Action Plan? 

• Invasive Species Issue: The Indian House Crow is described as an 
invasive alien species from India and parts of Asia, introduced to East 
Africa via shipping activities. 

• Ecological Impact: The crows prey on endangered local bird species, 
destroy nests, and eat eggs and chicks, leading to a decline in 
indigenous bird populations.



• Historical Effort: A similar effort in Kenya over 20 years ago managed to 
reduce their numbers temporarily.

• Government and Community Response: An action plan to combat the crow 
menace includes mechanical and targeted methods for culling the birds, 
and use of licensed poison for population control.





• Kenya is located in East Africa.

• Its terrain rises from a low coastal plain on the Indian Ocean to 
mountains and plateaus at its centre. 

• Kenya shares common borders with five countries namely: Tanzania in 
the South, Uganda in the West, South Sudan in the North West, 
Ethiopia in the North and Somalia in the East Kenya's is located 
between the Indian Ocean and Lake Victoria.



Lake Turkana, the world's 
largest desert lake, is part 
of the Omo-Turkana basin, 
which stretches into four 

countries: Ethiopia, Kenya, 
South Sudan and Uganda. 

UN-Habitat maintains its 
headquarters at the United 
Nations Office in Nairobi, 

Kenya.





Global Plastic Treaty



• The ongoing discussions in the Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee (INC-4) of the United Nations Environment Agency (UNEA) 
for a global treaty on plastic pollution prompt considerations for a fair 
transition for informal waste workers.



• What is the Global Plastic Treaty? 

• The Global Plastics Treaty, initiated in 2021, 
is a pivotal international effort aimed at 
combatting plastic pollution on a global 
scale. 

• Established during the fifth UN Environment 
Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya, the treaty has 
progressed through various meetings 
worldwide, including Dakar, Senegal; 
Uruguay; Paris, France; Nairobi, Kenya; and 
Canada, with the final meeting set for South 
Korea.



• Notably, the International Alliance of Waste 
Pickers has played a significant role, 
advocating for the inclusion of informal 
waste pickers in the treaty discussions to 
promote sustainable waste management 
and equitable policies.







• Why is there a great concern about 
the ‘microbeads’ that are released into 
the environment? (UPSC 2019)

• (a) They are considered harmful to 
marine ecosystems.
(b) They are considered to cause skin 
cancer in children.
(c) They are small enough to be 
absorbed by crop plants in irrigated 
fields.
(d) They are often found to be used as 
food adulterants.



• In India, ‘extend producer 
responsibility’ was introduced as an 
important feature in which of the 
following? (UPSC 2019)

• (a) The Bio-medical Waste 
(Management and Handling) Rules, 
1998

• (b) The Recycled Plastic (Manufacturing 
and Usage) Rules, 1999

• (c) The e-Waste (Management and 
Handling) Rules, 2011

• (d) The Food Safety and Standard 
Regulations, 2011

•



safeEXO-Cas



Scientists at Columbia University College of Dental Medicine have 
developed a new gene editing platform called “safeEXO-Cas,” using 
exosomes as delivery vehicles for CRISPR/Cas9 components. 

This platform enhances precision in targeting specific cells and tissues, 
overcoming the limitations of current delivery methods.



• What are Exosomes?

• Exosomes are naturally occurring 
vesicles that act as vehicles for 
transporting molecules, such as 
proteins and genetic material, between 
cells. These tiny membrane-bound 
structures play a crucial role in cell-to-
cell communication and have potential 
applications in drug delivery, diagnostics, 
and therapeutics.

•





It is a genome editing tool, that works as a cut-and-paste 
mechanism on DNA strands, allowing targeted modifications to the 
genome.

Its applications include editing genes in human embryos, improving 
crop resilience, and treating diseases like sickle cell disease.



































Thank you 
guys.


