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India’s election results victory
for democratic world, says PM

Modi meets leaders of

NEW DELHI

ndia’s election results

polls: report
may be tabled

Mediterranean, with Pope
Francis, who addressed
the G-7 session for the first

; st be used to re-
duce

the Law Ministry. » PAGE &

Mr. Modi embraced the
Pope at the beginning of
held in Ita-

. Japan,
and Italy during a brief 24-

and Italv at the -7 Outreach Summit in Italy, promise:
Ukraine President \olodvrnyr I,elenskyy. hneﬂv meets US President Biden and shakes hands \vnh (,an‘i.li.tn PM Trudeau

2t the formms Prime Minister Narendra Modi with U S. President

Joe Biden 2t the G-7 Sus

hour visit. Mr. Modi was ex-
pected to hold only a pull-
e meeting S

tenssons
Khalistani 1scue

tin Raly on Friday. REUTESS

the two

dia have given in
form of this istoric
victory is the victory of de-

mocracy. It is a victory for
the entire democratic
world~

Mr. Modi flew to ftaly
just four being
Sworn in and even before

along
with al.Hes of the NDA in
Parliam.

Mr. Mod.l met L‘kraln!an
President Vol
lenskyy on the s.delines of
the summit, a day ahead of
the Swiss Peace Summit on
Ukraine, promizing to sup-

S SUPPOTt to

that MEA Secretary (West)
Pavan would re-

0 request Mr. Modi's pre-
sence.

India-U.K. ties

I‘Al“er, AMr. Modi met with
Prime I\hnhlex Rishi

sunnk discussi ategic

ties and the “In dlx UK

map 2030° for bilat-

Roa
eral mlanons

though he will not era-

el to Switzertan,
“The P oonveyed that
India contimues to encour-

they
pressed Sarisfaction wich
the Progress made in the
Free Trade ment ne-
godations between the two

ade deficit widens
Despite exports growing faster than im
merchandise trade deficit surged to 3 seven-nonth b

Fob.

2378

Groh hows trode batance i $ Gilon

SoUecE: CiE

Exports bounced
9% but trade gap
widened in May

NEW DELHI

India’s goods rts grew
5% o 3513 billion 1

of

age
the conflict through dia-

Sources told The Hindue

s
now unlikely to be aken
Torward unedl after the U.X.
elections on July 4

French President Em-
manuel Macron also met
with Mr. Modi on Friday.

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE
»PAGE 12

SC asks NTA, govt. to
reply to pleas seeking
probe into NEET-UG

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day asked the National

Testing Agency (NTA) and
the Cenmre to respond to

legations of question paper
leak and

Aspirants step up
stir seeking retest

NEW DELIT

sgraduate Naston:
o u.gnnnw<um -Entrancy
Test (NEET-UG) 2024.
Petition appearing
before a Vacation Bench of

ng
within the Indian Medical
Association Junior Doctors
Network. for a CBI probe
into the “record number
stmdants: stoing periect
scores™.

The petition represent-

wer
dued tor hearing on July 5,
along with several others
filed earlier.

A slew of petitions have
been filed in the apex court
on the NEET-UG exam, in-
cluding the award of grace
marks.

With burgeoning litiga-
ton and public furore
about the exam, Justice
Nath's Bench, in an order
on June 13, recorded NTA's

They alleged aregulari-
ties like students receiving
different marks on their
scorecards compared to

to -
test for 1563 candidates
who were given grace
marks.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 3

To greener pasiures

Charting the course: Girts walk through a paddy field to attend school on the cutshirts of Guwahati, Azsam on Friay. A

Fryp=re—

Even the textiles sector re-
corded a healthy growth of
nearly 10% in

several

e -

However, aespue ex-
than

o
ven-month high of $2378
billion in May.

This was 5.5% higher
than the deficit recorded in
May 2023 and 24.5% over
April's trade gap of $19.1
biilion, which in turn was

the highest in four months.

Lotnpared with April,

89%.

Asked if the rlslng rrade
coul

e Barthwal told

from our country for im-
ports of certain kinds of

‘Wholesale prices
accelerate toa
15-month high

NEW DELHI
eflaticn e Inckiets mhiolesate
prices

ummw\dzm‘n in My

wegetables and a resurgence of
price rize in manufa

products after 14 months of
deflation. » PAGE 11

our.
“The deficit trends will
depend on two factor:

th. But 1 don't consid-
er trade deficit per se as a
bad thing, as long = yod
have forelgn inve:

coming in through T, o
reign exchange coming i,
2nd you are balancing i

dice rade deficit alone.
the Commerce Seci
asserted.

Mortal remains of 45 Indians killed in Kuwait brought back

KOCHI/NEW DELHI

Mortal remains of 45 In-
dian who

Meanwhile, one of the
injured persons who was
in a critical condition
passed away taking the to-
tal number who
died in the incident to 46.
The news was confirmed
by Kuwalti Foreign Minis-
£ e

from Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka. The C-130]
Hercules of the IAF next

ved by officials
Minssery of External Affairs
and medical teams.

Minister returned
Minister of State ror Exter-
1

The mortal remains of

Finatl
Chick Minister Pinarayi Vijayan at the Kochi siport on

the same

The bodies of 23 workv
ers from Kerala, seven
from Tamil Nadu and one
from rnataka  were
among the 31 received in
Kochi. want to pay my

to
the families of the people
who lost their lives in this
accident,” said Mr. Singh
to the media in

Kochi.
Mr. Vijayan, along with
Mr. Singh, laid wreaths on

= accident gaven a guard of honour in the presence of Kerala

the bodies laid our.
Mr. Vijayan dubbed the
incident the biggest trage-
ay mvolvmg expatriates
and said steps should be ta-
ken to avert similar trage-
dies in the future. “Expa-
tes are the lifeline of

iy, THULAS SARGAT

Kerala. This is an unbea:

pay due compensation
% the families of the vic-
take necessary

measures to avert a
tragedy. The Centre should
also make effective Inter-
vention.”

Mr. Vijayan declined to
be drawn into the contro-
versy surrounding the de-
nial of clearance to Health
Minister Veena George to
fly 1o Kuwait as the Kerala
government representative
on june 13.

Norka Roots, the Kerala

of vicims from Tamil
Nadu.
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Student groups demand NEET retest for all

A day after retest is announced for 1L.563 candidates. protesters march to Education Ministry to seek inves
accountability will be fixed in National Testing Agency (NTA)

NEW DELHI

i
A tional Testin,
Agency (NTA) sald

that st would

and transparency in the ex-
amination process in the
future.

“For greater transparen-
cy. the total number of

National l;llglbﬂlty{um—
Entrance Test (Undergrad-
uate) 2024 for 1.563 candi

pirants continued to prot-
est in the national capital
for their de-

by

each student, in total and
categorized by subject,
should be inchided on the
OMR sheet. This must be
duly verified by the invigi-
lator to prevent any tam-
perlng or mampumnan-
also

mands, with so
ing to the Education Minis-
try to put forth their

request for retest.

inquiry into the conduct of
the exam, strict action
against of and indivi-
dusals mvolved in the irres-
ularities and malpractice,

St o provlﬂ n of 15
minutes of extra time for

Education Ministry were
firm on the mand that
NEET counselling should
not be conducted as
scheduled.

lapses are discovered: protesters say they will

ReNEET

Some NEET

gation, said, ~In our meet-
{Education]
that

a doctor and social activist
who was part of this dele-

INSTIUCTIons.. Ha«-\ev
o the counselling process

= Spent 16 hours scudy.

on and action: Unkm N s 1

Process does not take place until the
slleged sregularitios in the conduct of the cxamination are dealt with. SV XUMAR SUSHPAKAR

ing every day for years will
suffer
Candidates said  that
they would continue to
protest unml their  de-
were met. All India
Students® ssociation’s

ira P

say:

till all are met

Delhi University (D) and
Jawaharlal Nehru Universi.

Tty (NU) units,
statement  saying,

issued a
“The

in scrapping away

of the Honble Supreme
Coure.” he said in a past on

Responding to the Con-
gresss claims of rigging.
corruption and paper leak
in the NEI;T UG 2024, Mr.

We will end
‘fraudulent”
NEET one day.
says TIN. CM

“grace marks' awarded to  Pradhan said that there | for admission into me
the applicants by NTA fis] Nadu Chief
not a solution to the of  of any such malpractice. Minister MLK. Stalin on Fri-
time and money suffered More than 24 lakh stu- | day asserted that -
by the applicants_ justice  dents across the country | vernment would end the
can only be done once re-  had ared for the en- | ~fraudulent” exa: tion
examination is conducted  trance test. and 67 scored | one day.
for all applicants of the full marks — a first in Addressing  students
exams .~ history of NEET. This was | and teachers at a felicita-
= of | ton e CM said

said
the NTA was committed to
taking necessary action
but also said that the coun-

necessary actios
for the wellbeing of stu-
dents as per the directions

and
©f marks, after which the

were being seen In NEET
the govern-
ng

£o the recent allegmtions of

capital all week. from Jan-
lar Ma.nur to the NTA of-

Okhla. saying that
heix ranks have bath
Pacted drastically by the
inflation_

ﬂlpe -:ond!.n:l of hhh—l" L’(.
2()24 ‘"l"znll] Nad.n the
first to oppose the NEET.
We see all of India is oppos-
Ing ik today. We'll end this
fraud one day.”

Police unearth ‘'scam’ at coaching
centre in Godhra, arrest 5 persons

The Hindu Bureau
AHMEDABAD

As the controversy over
the alleged irre itles in
the National Elgibility-
cum-Entrance Test (Under-
graduate) continued, Guja-
rat Police arrested five per-

filled in by the teachers as
per their ent.
’l'fle Scam wi

er at the school and the De-

Another key accused
Parashuram Roy, own-

erofa a-l -

migration agency that dou-

bled as a coachl ey

Roy Overs.

carried out a the
3o Jalaram Scn an ex-

nd a dozen students. am centre ac Parvadi vil-  centre by an_inspection
their parents and a Vadod-  lage in Godhra. squad of > -
N coaching partment, based on an in-
centre run by a group of Key accused put from the Godhra
were in  The district Collector.
the scam. police arrested Vibhor The police said that four
and. an

Those students whose
parents had paid money
were reportedly asked to
skip the questions for

ma, the school's principal,
d -

266 lakh each. while three
others gave blank cheques
o the coaching centre. The

investigation revealed that
parents had paid Mr. Roy
and others, including Mr.
Bhartt one ra-
Arif Vora, who all to-
gether made ¥2.82 crore.

Cong. slams PM’s silence on NEET
row, seeks probe monitored by SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELMI

The Congress on Friday

Blank cheques
The police have
blank cheques with details

of the stnderay pcrlbblent
on the back and conta
Aetalls of parents. They al-
s0 found out about finan-
cial transactions made by
the parents to the accounts
of Mr. Roy.

“It's an scam,” said
Gujarat Congress spokes-
person Manish Doshi, who
asked the State autharities

(Undergraduate) by ques-
tioning Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modis “sllence- on
the

matter. ition  Mallikarjun Kharze
party =aid Thas only a fo-
ensic under and the
the supervision of the Su.  National Test -
preme Court could protect “If paper was not
the future s ung  leaked in NEET then — why
students. were 13 accused arrested in

Bihar due to paper leak?
ic Offences
uuz wcu; Sf Patna police

involved in
for

dal” was
- Urear Pradesh has wit-

er leaks under BIP
Gujarat has e: as the
paper leak capital, from

ed across the country.

tw light between the ac-
cused, he

Congress general secre-
tary  Jairam

is of
course well known for the
sigantic Vyapam scandal.~
he

-
daimed chat “NEET under
more like

s regime
CHEAT o Gentral Hyped

6 T 1o Sh0 b o the.
and or-

also pointed out = ihat
the NEET-UG “paper scan-

ka Gandhi ra also ac-
the new BJP govern-
ment of attacking the
f the you
Pawan Khera said, “PM
Modi cannot alwa; re-
main a m s x

sters is at stake?™

Anmusl ritual: Devotees seen ot the ancual Kheer Bhawani festival ot  temole in Tullamola wilage n

Ganderbat

ot on Eriday. NISSAR ARAD

Thousands gather for Kashmir’s
Kheer Bhawani temple festival

Joined the Kheer Bhawani

SRINAGAR mela and set up stalls out-
side the :emple “to convey
T of the

Pandits converged at the

We all prayed for
peace in Jammu and Kash-
mir- Ajay Ganjoo. now a
Shakions’ ar ey DaIbL;

Scores of Muslims also
cae

yar-. M\xs.llms. like in the
past, sold puja parapher-
nalia to Pandit brethren.”
sajid Sheikh. a Valley resi-

ural spring. which is consi-
dered auspicious by Pan-

s tme the water is
nirmat Tclean and tra:

was attacked
by militants in Reasi’s Ka-

tra area on june
Several J&K pounc_al
leaders, Including National
Fa-

Manipur Naga body
prescribes social
boycott of MP-elect

rs
tested the Lok Sabha elec-
tion from the Outer Mani-

pur  constituency  as
indep. nes.

Mr. Arthur the
Outer Manipur seat after
defeating Timothy
ZEmik of the People’s
Front (NPF) by 85418

votes. Independent candi-
dates S. Kho John and Ally-

John is a Powumail Naga and
Mr. Abonmai a Liangmal

y are hereby

Naga society for a period of
seven years with imme-
diate effect,”
ton signed. by HL: Jaimon

Residents oppose allotment
of flat under CM scheme to
a Muslim woman in Gujarat

AMHMEDABAD

Several residents of a hous-
ing scheme built b) the va-
AMunicipal Corpora-
tion (VMC) under
Gujarar
houss

nd

pubhcky secretary of the
UNC, read.

e Naga body directed

all its constituent units,

or

Muslim w
bl M et Sk,

i he protesters demand-
the of the

units and the Naga popu-
lace to uphold the resolu-
tion and enforce it in their

son
third and fourth.

In a public notification
on Thursday, the United
Naga L»otl!\cﬂ (UNC) sald R

as they ~purpo-
sively defied and failed to
respect he po-
sition™ of on
in the pai

iam,
The UNC also took note
of the exio’s “wikl accempe

Abdullah and ftija

sited the temple and greec-
ed the Pandits on the
he lead in

o the Naga peo-
ples’ position and its spirit

rY “position”
pre-poll ap-
peal to consider Mr. Zimik
as the

accordmaly.

Avideo grab shows
[

against the

Har-
nd area, where the com;
iz located. s a locality of

told local media in
\'adodara that if the allot-

gency assel
May 25, & week before the
election results were an-
nounced. The NPF's Lorho
S. Pfoze had won the seat
in 2019

The UNC's action has
been slammed on_social
media as “cheap

and

fo
Tt from most of the apex

separate statements, said
they also prayed for the re-
turn of Pandi

& 1 S
nor Manoj Sinha said that

the Valley.

the 2I Naga tribes of Mani-
pur. Mr. Arthur and Mr. Zi-
mik belong to

the
hul Naga tribe, while Mar.

tration. After
failed to get

not get any hous.
for lease or purchase in
majority of places.

The beneficiary said she
was allotted the flat six

her stay n the flat budlc for
lower lnmme groups un-

Mukhyamaneri
Awas YOJW, “There is no

dux
mdier thi DiEEa Arens
Act that bans the sale of

is a project un-
der the State government's
flagship  Mukhyamaneri
Awas Yojana. Allotment in
the scheme Is done
through lottery system.

“Despite the fact that
the entire area falls under
the Disturbed Areas Act.
Sn2 Ak in fhiascciety, hav:

P s
this society thinking that
we will be able to live
peacefully because of the

enforcement of that law.

all

ents_

“I have just received a

representation. We have a

provision under which
Hindus and

Parmar, one
el agitating residents.

The Gujarat Prohibition
of Transfer of Immovable
Property and the Provision
for of

i
ven flats in their respective
areas. This applies only to

es in Disturbed Areas Act,

their
candidate elected,” one of

the comments re:

said
houses cannot be allotted
t© memi minority

which are situated in dis-
umbed areas. We have to
Chieck I ehis socieey falls i
that r_negory.

With 460 ﬂa!s. Motnach

1991,

to as the Disturbed Areas

Act. is aimed at preventing
sale of properties

in communally sensitive

areas.




Annualritual: Devotees seen at the annual Kheer Bhawani festival at a temple in Tullamulla village in
Ganderbal district on Friday. NISSAR AHMAD

Thousands gather for Kashmir’s
Kheer Bhawani temple festival

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Thousands of Kashmiri
Pandits converged at the
Kheer Bhawani temple in
Kashmir Valley’s Gander-
bal district to attend the
annual festival of Zyestha
Ashtami on Friday. Many
of them had migrated to
different parts of the coun-
try in the 1990s in the wake
of raging militancy.

“My family has been
here for the past four days.
The Kheer Bhawani temple
has been of great impor-
tance to Pandits for centu-
ries. We all prayed for
peace in Jammu and Kash-
mir,” Ajay Ganjoo, now a
resident of New Delhi,
said.

Scores of Muslims also

joined the Kheer Bhawani
mela and set up stalls out-
side the temple “to convey
the message of Kashmiri-
yat”. “Muslims, like in the
past, sold puja parapher-
nalia to Pandit brethren,”
Sajid Sheikh, a Valley resi-
dent, said.

The temple of Kheer
Bhawani is located amid
chinar trees and has a nat-
ural spring, which is consi-
dered auspicious by Pan-
dits.

“This time the water is
nirmal [clean and transpa-
rent]. It’s a good omen. We
are hopeful of peace re-
turning to Kashmir and
Pandits returning to their
homes,” Bitto Kaul, a devo-
tee, said.

J&K Lieutenant-Gover-
nor Manoj Sinha said that

over 30,000 devotees paid
obeisance during the
Kheer Bhawani mela at
Tulmulla on Friday. Securi-
ty was tightened in the
area as nine pilgrims were
killed and over 33 injured
when a bus was attacked
by militants in Reasi’s Ka-
tra area on June 9.

Several J&K political
leaders, including National
Conference president Fa-
rooq Abdullah and Iltija
Mufti, Peoples Democra-
tic Party leader and
daughter of the party pre-
sident Mehbooba Mufti, vi-
sited the temple and greet-
ed the Pandits on the
occasion. The leaders, in
separate statements, said
they also prayed for the re-
turn of Kashmiri Pandits to
the Valley.




Historical and Religious Significance

s Goddess Ragnya Devi:

e The Kheer Bhawani Festival is dedicated to Goddess Ragnya
Devi, a revered deity in the Kashmiri Hindu tradition.

e The goddess is also known as Mata Ragnya Bhagwati and is
considered an incarnation of Goddess Durga.




Temple and Sacred Spring:

The main temple associated with this festival is the Kheer Bhawani Temple,

located in the village of Tul Mul, near Srinagar in Jammu and Kashmir.

The temple is situated near a sacred spring, which is believed to change colors
and is considered a divine manifestation. The color of the spring water is said
to indicate the well-being of the local community.




Kheer Bhawani Temple:

e The temple was originally built during the reign of Maharaja Pratap Singh in the 19th century and later renovated by
Maharaja Hari Singh.

e The name "Kheer Bhawani" derives from the offering of 'Kheer' (a sweet rice pudding) made to the goddess by
devotees.

Annual Pilgrimage:

The Kheer Bhawani Festival is celebrated annually on the day of Jesht Ashtami, which falls on the

eighth day of the bright fortnight of the lunar month of Jyestha (May-June).

Thousands of Kashmiri Pandits, along with other devotees, gather at the temple to seek blessings
from the goddess.
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Against the tide: Abdut Aziz fixes his tin shack built near
the embarkment near the in Kuakats sea beach. 4%

Rising sea swamps
Bangladesh, millions
will be forced to flee

PATUAKHALL

After cyclone Gales tore down his home in 2007,

Bangladeshi fisherman Abdul Aziz packed up

what was left of his belongings and mowved about
inland,

half a kilometre
surge waves.

further away from storm

A year later, the sea swallowed the area where

will be forced to relocate within a generatio

“Few

U.S. Navy faces its most intense combat
since Second World War against Houthis

More than 50 vessels have been

dropped i

Associated Press
ABOARD THE USS LABOON

battle the Navy has faced
since Second World War,
its leaders and experts
sasd.
The combat pits the Na-
vy's mission to keep mter-
onal waterways open

fles and pickup trucks has
grown into a seemmgxy in-
exhaustible _supply _ of
drones. mlslles and other

and diverse effects of climax

m as inte:
Hamid, director gencral of

as Bangl %
the environment department. wrote in

ed o0 & quarter

field and variations in ocean dynamics.

at-
cacks by the Houthis since
November have seen

tacks are aimed at stopping
the war in Gaza and sup-

g suided

ton In Yemen. All signs
suggest the warfare will in-
tensify — putting U.S. sai-
lors, their allies and com-
mercial vessels at more
risk.

“Deadly serious”

“I don’t think people really

understand just kind of
deadly serious it is

what we're doing and how

warship on the Red Sea.
o only have to get it
ong once.” he said. “The
uouthls Just have to get
one through™

The pace of the fire can
be seen on the Arleigh

porung
it comes as they try
to strengthen their posi-

where the paint around
the hatches of its missile

pods has been burned
from

away repeated
launches. Its sailors some-
o have nds to con-

seve:

plus months doing that”

said Captain David Wroe,

the commodore oversee-

ing the gulded missile
destroyer.

Gne round of fire on Ja-

9 saw the Laboon,

ther vessels and E/A1Se

from the aircraft carrier

t D. Eisenhower

ot o 18 tecnes, Twe

anti-ship crulse missiles

ted by missiles and drones launched by the Iran-backed Shia rebels since Nc

volume has

- saiks in the Red Ses on =

Clark, a former Navy sub-
mariner and a senior fel-
low at the Hudson Insti-

tute. “We're sort of on the
verge of the Houthis being
able to mount the kinds of
artacks that the US. can't

a ballistic missile

launched by the Houthis.
Nearly every day — aside
during

commercial vessels and
warships.
“This is the most sus-

the Laboon spend six out
of seven days near or off
Yemen — the “weapons en-
gagement zone,” in Navy

Sea combat I the Mi-

Well. I 1957, an 17l Bght.
er jet fired missiles that
struck the USS Stark, a fri-
gate on patrol in the Per-
sian Gulf during the Iran-

ki,
28, Theres also the USS
Cole, tar; in 2000

fuelling stop in Yemen's
port city of Ady ch
killed 17 on. bm
Journalists saw the Cole
patrolling the wuh
the Laboon on

the same day he Houthis
launched a drone-boat at-

the Red Sea corridor that leads to the Suez Canal and into the Mediterranean: Houthis say the attacks are aimed at ending the Gaza war
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‘China trying
to promote
authoritarian
governance’

BEUING

China has organised semi-

Ele system ai -
dent Xi Jinpings world-
view, a report said this
week

A central pillar of Mr.
Xi's rule has been the Belt
and Road Inittative (BRI), a
massive infrastructure pro-

ica and nd, drawing
on hundreds of publicly
from
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French left vows ‘total break’
with Macron’s policies if
they win legislative election

PaRIS

France’s left put up a unic-
ed front on Friday,

a “total break” with Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron's
Pollcian i de wina hicirle
polls, while far-right figure-
Marine Le Pen
pledged a “national unity
government” if her party
emerges victorious.

President  Emmanuel
Macron Sunday
stunned France by calling
snap

The lefx

pro-

alliance called the
New Front

The also

posed sending peacekeep-

ers to secure nuclear

er plants in Ukraine.
l-.ayuer on Friday, lead-

Green parties

alliance called the New
Popalar Front.

On Friday, they unvesled
a joint manifesto, whose
headline measures includ-
. Macron’s

for June 30, with a second

yotes of his centrist al-
liance in last week's
pean elections.
After four days of in-
tense negotiations. left-
the

nch politi-
e Raphacl Clucksma
threw Mis welght behind
the coalition — despite re-
maining differences bet-

vent a far-right victory.
“We can't leave France
to the Le Pen family.” 44-

and pension reforms if
they win the polls.
“1t's going to be either

told broadcaster France
Incer.

‘The name of the alliance
is a nod to the Popular
Front. a political alliance
founded in France in 1536

n polls suggest Le
pers parrv will nus!vely

@LF1). the Soclalist, Com-

people” and to provide Ky-
with arms deliveries.

prvs-en(e from i current
88 out of 577 seats.

Ngh.llgh aspects of [Chi-
na's] authoritarian model
as central to the blueprint

aimed ar expanding “the
of

NATO hones Arctic acoustic waves to track Russian submarines

France Presse
TROMSO,

1n the icy waters of the Arc-
tic, NATO scientists are dis-
secting sound waves to im-

the.. governance system

Beffing's Forelgn Minis-
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their develop-

track Russi ul .
as global warming alters
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Real, the head scientist on
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Arctic faster than the

weeks, the vessel will
spread so rwa-
lel’. \n'hll:h

microphones n
the sea, will pick up. The
data will then be analys

Noise pollution
There are strict rules to
protect the Arctic’s fragile
ecosystem.

©On the trail: Captain of the ship Manuel Fantinati [L] and Gaultier
Real, chief scientist of the mission in Tromsce. AF

If the team hears ani-
mals, theyll halt work im-
mediately.

Oceanographic instru-
ments will be submerged
to measure the water's

temperature, salinity and

sound travels through wa-
ter. These parameters are
changing due to the warm-

er climate, Mr. Real said,
it more complex to

predict and track the tra-

Jectory of soundwaves.

Changing

In addition, with the melt-
ing of the sea ice, the Arc-
tcs sound 1 pe. or
soundscape. is chang-
ing. The Arctic's once si-
lent world no longer exists,

ships sailing on the newly-
opened maritime routes.
“Everything needs to be
re-evaluated, especially in
terms of salinity and tem-
perature,” Mr. Real said.

The knowledge and data
hold strategic value when
it comes to developing so-
nars capable of detecting
enemy  subs. y also
make it possible to manu-
facture autonomous un-

derwater vehicles (AUVS),
identify surface vessels by
the sound of their propell-
ers. and facilitate
minesweeping.

Mr. Real said it was too
early and “impossible” to
draw any general conclu-
sions about the impact of
climate change on subma-

In the Arctic, “the Rus-
sian navy ... has developed
significant capabilities over

the last decades” ex-
plained CMRE director Ex-
ic Pouliguen.

The region is home to
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Fleet, the Russian
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iy explains why NA-
TO has made this project a
priority.

“We are also looking at
how NATO, naval forces in
particular, will have to op-
erate up in the North with
this melting ice cap.”

Pouliquen said.

Russia has also invested
in military materiel ena-
Bling it to operate kn condi-

of extreme cold.
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NATO hones Arctic acoustic waves to track Russian submarines

Agence France-Presse
TROMSO

In the icy waters of the Arc-
tic, NATO scientists are dis-
secting sound waves to im-
prove the West’s ability to
track Russian submarines,
as global warming alters
acoustics underwater.

“The only reliable
source of information is
acoustic waves,” Gaultier
Real, the head scientist on
board the NATO research
vessel Alliance, said during
a stop in the northern Nor-
wegian town of Tromso, on
the eve of an expedition to
the Barents Sea.

The oceanographic
ship, operated by the Ita-
lian navy is transporting

-

Real’s team of scientists to
the polar front, where the
waters of the Atlantic and
Arctic meet. The aim of the
scientific mission is to un-
derstand how climate
change, which is warming
the Arctic faster than the
rest of the planet, is affect-
ing the movement of un-
derwater soundwaves.
Over the course of three
weeks, the vessel will
spread sounds underwa-
ter, which its hydro-
phones, or microphones in
the sea, will pick up. The
data will then be analysed.

Noise pollution

There are strict rules to
protect the Arctic’s fragile
ecosystem.

i

On the trail: Captain of the ship Manuel Fantinati (L) and Gaultier
Real, chief scientist of the mission in Tromsoe. AFP

If the team hears ani-
mals, they’ll halt work im-
mediately.

Oceanographic instru-
ments will be submerged
to measure the water’s

temperature, salinity and
pressure, parameters that
affect the speed at which
sound travels through wa-
ter. These parameters are
changing due to the warm-

er climate, Mr. Real said,
making it more complex to
predict and track the tra-
jectory of soundwaves.

Changing landscape
In addition, with the melt-
ing of the sea ice, the Arc-
tic’s sound landscape, or
soundscape, is also chang-
ing. The Arctic’s once si-
lent world no longer exists,
due to the increasing pre-
sence of people and crack-
ing of the sea ice. And in
the future, the noise made
by the rising number of
ships sailing on the newly-
opened maritime routes.
“Everything needs to be
re-evaluated, especially in
terms of salinity and tem-
perature,” Mr. Real said.

The knowledge and data
hold strategic value when
it comes to developing so-
nars capable of detecting
enemy subs. They also
make it possible to manu-
facture autonomous un-
derwater vehicles (AUVS),
identify surface vessels by
the sound of their propell-
ers, and facilitate
minesweeping.

Mr. Real said it was too
early and “impossible” to
draw any general conclu-
sions about the impact of
climate change on subma-
rine hunting.

The threat to the West
lurks nearby.

In the Arctic, “the Rus-
sian navy ... has developed
significant capabilities over

A

the last decades,” ex-
plained CMRE director Er-
ic Pouliquen.

The region is home to
the powerful Northern
Fleet, the Russian navy’s
biggest, which includes
numerous  submarines
equipped with nuclear
warheads.

Which explains why NA-
TO has made this project a
priority.

“We are also looking at
how NATO, naval forces in
particular, will have to op-
erate up in the North with
this melting ice cap,” Mr.
Pouliquen said.

Russia has also invested
in military materiel ena-
bling it to operate in condi-
tions of extreme cold.

A INY



Objective: The mission focuses on dissecting sound waves in the
icy waters of the Arctic to enhance the West’s ability to detect
Russian submarines, particularly as global warming alters
underwater acoustics.

Research Team: Led by scientist Gaultier Real, the team is using the
NATO research vessel Alliance to conduct studies. The vessel will

spread sounds underwater, which hydrophones will pick up for
analysis.




aims to understand how

climate change, which is

warming the Arctic faster
than other regions, affects
underwater soundwaves.

Climate Impact: The mission

/

Changing Landscape:
Melting sea ice and the
increasing presence of ships
are altering the Arctic’s
soundscape, complicating
the tracking of submarines.




Strategic Value: The data collected will help develop
better sonar systems, autonomous underwater
vehicles, and improve mine-sweeping operations.

Environmental Protection: There are strict rules to
protect the Arctic’s ecosystem, and the team wiill
halt work if animals are detected nearby.




» Geopolitical Context: The Arctic is strategically significant, hosting the
powerful Russian Northern Fleet. NATO's mission underscores the
need to adapt to changing conditions and maintain security in the
region.
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Delhi L-G sanctions
prosecution under
UAPA of Arundhati

Roy, former professor

Saxena acts on FIRlodged in 2010 that
alleged ‘provocative speeches in public’

sanized under the banner of
“Azadi-The Only Wy oo October
21 thatyear ac che Litte Theatre
Groun ) Auditorium on
Marg in New Delbi.

In October 2023, the Lt

plaint by social activist Sushil

Pandst in 2010 accused Roy and  fences of prosnoting enen

Hussain of delivering provoca-  tween different groups and
- 2

UAPA bypasses statute
of limitations, top court
stay on sedition law

wons 1S3A, 1538 and S05. These

MEETS BIDEN, TRUDEAU,OTHERS ON G7 SUMMIT SIDELINES

Victory of the entire democratic
world: PM to G7 on election win

Pitches India as
Global South’s
voice, bringing its
priorities and
concerns to world

SHUBHAJITROY
NEVY DELHL JUNE 14

the
it i Apulia, ITaly. This was.
their first meeting since e C20
Sumenit in New i Lase year
and allegacions of the Indian -
enent in assas-
sination piots ol Kualistant sepa-
Farists inthe US
ol Pncccing with the US
President. Mods, in 3 post on X,
said s “always 2 pleasure to
et Biden and USA will
u)ge(lvx(olmum
SHobal good.” he sad.
US NSA Jake Sullivan is ex-

tthe G7 Outreach Summitin Apulla.
X B i ope to visit India. A

PM @JustinTrudeau at the G7
Summiz.” Modi said in his post.
o

t50r,if the offence is punisha
with impriscament for a term
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ceeding three years. is three

years under the statute. This
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ANDHRA DY CM. 3

WOMEN MINISTERS
Y PORTFOLIOS

Wednesday's fire at an apart-
ment building in Kuwait

The aircraft first landed at
Kochi airport. whese the bodies
of the 23 victims from Kerala and
ECURITY.CALLS Seven from Tamil Nadu were
MEETING ON JUNE 16 brought cut The remains o

others e to Dedh v
HC STAYS ARREST N Powww to KM by
WARRANT AGAINST At Kochi airport.
Minisier Pinacay: Viiayan, his
Cabinet colleagises, Oppasitsor
col

Modi showeased the scale of
Endian elections as “the big
festival of democracy in the

vicexyof e enelee
democratic wor!
This

SHUBHAJIT ROY
Y DELHIL JUNE 14

EIGHT DAYS after

Way to peace is through
dialogue and diplomacy:
PM to Ukraine President

Modi said India continues to

encouraze peacetul resolution of

the Russia-Ukraine coaflict

through dialogue and diplo-
. and

. Priense Mirsstes Narendra
Modi and Ukraine President

Pnnlehﬁnlstefm

mac that Delhi
will continue to do everything
within its means to support a

met
us. Biden in Fricay on the sidelines of the G7
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1n Ernakulam. Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan and others
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NEET probe in Bihar
‘very much suggestive
of a paper leak’: Police

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA JUNETS

THE ECONOMIC Offences Unit

WAS FOUND DEAD IN HOSTEL IN OCT 2022

Death of student at
II'T Kharagpur was
not suicide, autopsy
confirms murder

Gunshot, stab wounds found on neck
of 23-yr-old from Tinsukia in Assam

SWEETY KU
KOLKATA, JUNE 14

ALMOST TWO years aftes 0T
Kharagpur student Faizan
Ahsed was §
ted room on campus.
emerged that he was man
A gunshot wound and 2 stab
wound have found on his

aizan Ahmed. 23, was a
third-year student
neck. according £o a report of 2

the court takes up the case for
Dearing again pext week
crding to the report
Pared by Dr AX Gupta. Faizan's
neck showed signs of a gunshot
roundon the upper left side and
CONT 2

‘I could never have
imagined that my boy
was tortured like this’

SUKRITA BARUAH
GUW/AHATL JUNE 14
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INDIA’S TRADE DATA FOR MAY

Exports jump 9% YoY amid demand
revival; trade deficit at 7-month high

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,JUNE 14

DRIVEN BY demand revival in
India’s traditional exports markets
such as Europe and the United
States (US), India’s goods exports
in May logged a sharp 9 per cent
year-on-year jump, evenas coun-
try’strade gap swelled toa seven-
month high of $24 billion due to
higher oil imports, as per data re-
leased by the commerce and in-
dustry ministry on Friday.

New Delhi’s goods exports in
May jumped 9.10 per cent to
$38.13 billion in May from $34.96
billion the year-ago month. The
growthwas led by electronics, pe-
troleum, and engineering goods.
Meanwhile, imports rose at a rel-
atively slower pace of 7.6 per cent
to $61.91 billion from $57.49 bil-
lion in May 2023, official data
showed.

“The merchandise trade
deficitwidened toa seven-month
high driven by a jump in the net
oil imports. On sequential terms,
71 per cent of the enlargement in
the merchandise trade deficit in
May 2024 relative to April 2024
was driven by the net oil balance,
with a sharp rise in volumes
amidst some cooling in prices,”
Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist and

Month Exports
April2023 3461
May 2023 3496
June2023 34.32
July2023 34.49
August 2023 i 383
September2023 | 34.4
October2023 3343
November 2023 3374
December2023 38.39
Jan2024 37.32
Feb2024 414
March 2024 417
April2024 3499
May 2024 3813

TRADE GAP WIDENS T0 $24 BILLION

Source: Ministry of Commerce & Industry, figures in ($bn)

Imports Trade balance
49.05 -14.44
57.49 | -22.53
5351 i -19.19
5349 | -19
62.29 | -2399
54.47 -20.07
6344 | -30.01
54.48 | -20.74
5645 | -18.06
53.34 | -16.02
60.1 i 187
57.28 | -15.58
54.09 i =191
6191 | -2378

Head of Research and Outreach,
ICRA said.

Services exportsrose to $30.16
billion in May from $26.99 billion
in the corresponding month of
last year, logging a healthy 11 per
cent increase. Services imports
rose 8.81 per centyear-on-year to
$17.28 billion. In May 2023, serv-
icesimports were at $15.88 billion.

“Overall exports have grown
indoubledigitsand goods exports
have also registered a healthy 9
per cent growth whichis areflec-
tionof the fact thatinflationin ma-

joradvanced economies has gone
down. This augurs well of our ex-
ports as purchasing power in
these markets improve with infla-
tionary pressure coming down,”
Commerce Secretary Sunil
Barthwal told reporters.

Exports to the USrose by over
13 per cent from year-ago levels
to $7.42 billion in May. Outbound
shipments to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) jumped nearly 19
per cent year-on-year to $3.06 bil-
lion. Shipments to the
Netherlands, an export hub in

Europe, jumped 44 per cent over
May 2023 to $2.19 billion.

This comes after the US econ-
omy isrecoveringata faster-than-
expected pace, which resulted in
the World Bank upgradingits out-
look for the global economic
growth to 2.6 per cent this year
from its earlier projection of 2.4
per cent. The World Bank earlier
this month revised its outlook for
the US economy to 2.5 per cent
growth in 2024 compared to 1.6
per cent it predicted earlier.

However, India’s exports to
Australia in May slipped by 3.52
per centto $519 million compared
to $538 million. The India-
Australia free trade agreement
(FTA) came into force in December
2022. Moreover, India’s imports
from the UAE, another nation that
India has an FTA with, jumped by
asharp 50 per cent to $5.2 billion.

InMay, India’s exports contin-
ued to surge in the electronic and
engineering exports category. The
month also marked arecovery for
textile exports. While electronic
goods exports jumped 22 per cent
year-on-year, engineering exports
rose 7.39 per cent. Exports of the
labour-intensive readymade gar-
ments of all textiles were 9.84 per
cent higher in May.

“Goodsexports witha growth
of 9 per cent compared to May

2023 is not only a good sign but
also goes to show efforts and hard
work, which the exportersare put-
ting together. We further expect
exports to show better growth
numbers with improved demand
coming in from the European
Union, UK, West Asia, and the US,
which has given a boost to the or-
der bookings by over 10 per cent
and hascome asasign of recovery
for the labour-intensive sectors of
exports,” Federation of Indian
Export Organisations President
Ashwani Kumar said.

Engineering Export
Promotion Council of India (EEPC)
Chairman Arun Kumar Garodia
said thatthe upturninshipments
reflectsimprovement indemand
inIndia’s key markets. According
to him, the global economic out-
lookis expected toimprove inthe
ongoing fiscal, giving Indian ex-
porters enough reason to remain
optimistic. “While both near-and
medium-term outlooks remain
positive, exporters are facing the
challenge of high ocean freight
rates on some key routes. This
could affect exports. Also, it has
been seen that China is shipping
large volumes to the US in the
wake of additional import duties
that could be applicable to
Chinese goods from August this
year,” Garodia added.



India's Trade Data for May" highlights a 9% year-on-year (YoY) jump in
India's goods exports, reaching $38.13 billion in May 2023 from $34.96
billion in May 2022. This growth was driven by demand revival in

traditiona
particular

Imports a

export markets like Europe and the United States,
y in electronics, petroleum, and engineering goods.

so rose by 7.6% YoY to $61.91 billion, resulting in a trade

deficit of S24 billion, the highest in seven months. The increase in
imports was influenced by a surge in volumes and a cooling in prices.



* The article also mentions:

* Exports to the US increased significantly due to improved economic
outlook and demand.

* Exports to Australia slightly decreased by 3.52% YoY.

* The India-Australia free trade agreement (FTA) came into effect in
December 2022.

* The global economic outlook by the World Bank has been upgraded,
predicting better growth rates.



Exporters are optimistic due to improved demand from the
European Union, UK, West Asia, and the US, despite facing
challenges such as inflation and high ocean freight rates.

The Federation of Indian Export Organisations and the
Engineering Export Promotion Council of India noted that this
recovery indicates robust efforts by exporters, especially in
labour-intensive sectors.




47% of urban Indians
faced financial frauds
in last 3 years: Report

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, JUNE 14

ASMANY as47 per centof urban
Indians said either themselves or
someone in their family have
been a victim of financial frauds
in the last three years, said a sur-
vey. Among the urban Indians
who have experienced financial
fraud in the last 3 years, 43 per
cent experienced fraud with
their credit card while 30 per
cent experienced fraud via UPI
transactions, the survey con-
ducted by LocalCircles said.
“Nearly 1 in 2 credit card fraud
victims experienced unautho-
rised charges by domesticand in-
ternational merchants and web-
sites,” it said.

In the case of UPI frauds, 4 in
10 of those who experienced it
said that the link/ QR code sent
to them to accept a payment in-
stead led to money being debited
from their account, the survey
said.

The study shows that the RBI,

UPI and banks issuing credit
cards need to put in place more
safeguards to help prevent such
financial frauds, it said. The sur-
vey received over 23,000 re-
sponses from household con-
sumers located in 302 districts of
India. 62 per cent respondents
were men while 38 per cent re-
spondents were women, it said.
“Consumer awareness needs
to be created on priority for both
UPIand credit card users. Inaddi-
tion, safeguards must be built so
no Indian credit cards can be
charged withoutan OTP authen-
tication,” it said. For UP], in-
creased consumer awareness is
critical. Inaddition to these steps,
thereisalso astrong need to sen-
sitise local police stations so staff
their can guide citizens to file an
online complaint within minutes
as opposed to the current sce-
nario where majority of the staff
even in urban India is not capa-
ble of guiding a victim of online
financial fraud, the survey said.
FULLREPORT ON
www.indianexpress.com



Prevalence of Financial Fraud: 47% of urban Indians reported that either they or
someone in their family had experienced financial fraud in the past three years.

Types of Fraud: Among the victims, 43% faced credit card fraud, and 30% encountered
fraud through UPI transactions.

Details of Credit Card Fraud: Nearly half of the credit card fraud cases involved
unauthorized charges by domestic and international merchants and websites.

Details of UPI Fraud: 40% of UPI fraud victims experienced fraud through links or QR
codes sent to accept payments, which led to unauthorized debits from their accounts.




Survey Scope: The survey received over 23,000 responses from household consumers
across 302 districts in India. The respondents were predominantly men (62%), with women
making up 38%.

Recommendations: The report suggests that banks and UPI service providers need to
implement stronger safeguards, such as OTP authentication for credit card transactions.
Additionally, there is a need for increased consumer awareness and education on financial
fraud prevention.

Role of Authorities: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and banks should focus on enhancing
consumer awareness and ensuring local police stations are equipped to assist victims of
online financial fraud promptly.



No outcome in Bonn: why money is key to climate action

AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 14

A CLIMATE meeting in Bonn, Germany, has
failed to make much headway on the crucial
issue of defining a new climate finance goal. By
the end of 2024, countries have to finalise a
new sum of money — above the existing fig-
ure of $100 billion per year — that the devel-
oped world must mobilise for the developing
countries to help them fight climate change.

The Bonn talks, an annual fixture in June,
were expected to give at least some indica-
tive numbers. They could have been worked
upon before COP29 — scheduled to take
place in Baku, Azerbaijan, in November —
where they have to be finalised.

But this did not happen. All that came out
was a 35-page, 428-paragraph, “input pa-
per”, which was a broad description of the
wishlists of different countries. The lists per-

tained to not just the quantum of climate fi-
nance, but also other associated issues such
as who should be contributing, what should
this money be spent on, and how the finance
flows should be monitored. The paper is
likely to be developed into a formal negotiat-
ing draft that can be agreed upon at COP29.

Search for a new NCQG

Money is central to climate action. It is
needed not just for facilitating mitigation or
adaptation works —mundane tasks of collect-
ingand reporting climate data, mandatory un-
derthe 2015 Paris Agreement, also require sub-
stantial sums of money, especially in
developing and poor countries, where thereis
alarge capacity gap for this kind of work.

Under the international climate architec-
ture set by the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), rich and de-
veloped countries are obliged to provide
money to developing countries to fight cli-

mate change. This is because the richand de-
veloped countries are primarily responsible
for causing climate change.

In 2009, the developed countries prom-
ised to mobilise $100 billion every year from
2020 towards this purpose. A report by the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), a grouping of rich
countries, two weeks ago claimed that this
$100 billion target had been
met for the first time in 2022.

However, developing coun-
tries contest these claims, cit-

CLIMATE

Quantified Goal (NCQG), for the post-2025
period, is to be finalised this year.

The adequate amount

Itis widely acknowledged that develop-
ing countries now need trillions of dollars,
not billions, annually. AUNFCCC assessment
last year said these countries needed about
$6 trillion between now and 2030 just toim-
plement their promised cli-
mate actions. Only for their
adaptation needs, some of
which are part of their climate

ing double-counting and inno-
vative accounting, and have often blamed
the developed world for not keeping its
promise on climate finance.

The 2015 Paris Agreement says that de-
veloped countries must periodically increase
this sum after 2025, considering the rapidly
growing requirements for climate finance.
The increased target, or the New Collective

actions, developing countries
require between $215 billion and $387 bil-
lion annually, it said. The assessment also
said the global transition to clean energy (not
justindeveloping countries) needed invest-
ments of about $4.3 trillion every year till
2030,and about $5 trillion annually after that
till 2050 to reach a global net zero status.
These are assessments of a few specific

needs. The overall requirement for climate
finance is much greater.

A few months back, India formally pro-
posed that developed countries should com-
mit themselves to providing atleast $1 trillion
every year after 2025. The Arab countries have
said this figure should be at least $1.1 trillion.
African countries have demanded $1.3 trillion.

The developed countries have not made
any offer publicly. They have just acknowl-
edged that the new amount has to be higher
than $100 billion per year.

Debate over contribution
According to the UNFCCCand Paris Agree-
ment, only the countries listed in Annexure 2
of UNFCCC — 25 of them and the European
Economic Community — are responsible for
providing climate finance to developing coun-
tries. The listed countries, however, have been
trying to shift the responsibility to others as
well. They argue that many other countries are

now economically better off than in the early
1990s when the list was made. They also ar-
gue that the requirements are too huge for the
original group of listed countries to meet.
China, the world'’s second-largest economy,
oil-rich Gulf countries, and others like South
Korea are not part of Annexure 2. In Bonn,
China said it was playing its part in the global
fight against climate change, but had “no in-
tention” of taking additional responsibility.

All eyes on Baku

NCQG is the biggest thing on the climate
change agenda this year. An agreement on
this has to happen at COP29. The $100 bil-
lion figure was not a negotiated outcome.
The offer was made in a statement by then
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton at COP15
in Copenhagen. It was later agreed upon by

all the other Annexure 2 countries.
LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress.com/explained




Lack of Progress: The meeting did not yield any definitive outcome on
setting a new sum of money that developed countries should mobilize
annually to help developing countries combat climate change. The
current target is $100 billion per year, but this figure is expected to be
increased.

Input Paper: Instead of a concrete decision, the outcome was a 35-
page "input paper" outlining different views without a consensus.



* Importance of Finance: Adequate climate finance is crucial for both
mitigation and adaptation efforts, especially in developing countries.
An assessment by the UNFCCC indicated that developing countries
need about $6 trillion between now and 2030.

* Developed Countries' Responsibility: Developed countries,
responsible for most historical emissions, have a significant role in
providing financial support. However, there are disputes over the
actual contributions and the methods of accounting.



* Future Goals: India proposed that developed countries should
commit to providing at least S1 trillion annually post-2025. Arab
countries have demanded $1.3 trillion.

* COP29 Expectations: The next major discussion on this topic is
expected to take place at COP29 in Baku, Azerbaijan, in November. A
firm financial commitment is anticipated by the end of 2024.

* Debate Over Contributions: There is an ongoing debate about which
countries should contribute and how the funds should be utilized.
Some countries argue that the list of contributing countries should be
updated to reflect current economic realities.
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KAVLIPRIZE

Like the Nobel Prize in cutting edge fields of
astrophysics, neuroscience, and nanoscience

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 14

EIGHT SCIENTISTS will be awarded with
the Kavli Prize this year.

“The prizes are awarded in three areas:
astrophysics, nanoscience and neuro-
science — the largest, the smallest,and the
mostcomplex,” Fred Kavli(1927-2013),af-
ter whom the prizes are named, said.

Kavli was a Norwegian-American sci-
entist, businessman and philanthropist,
who founded Kavlico in 1958. The com-
pany is a leading manufacturer of pres-
sure transducers (devices which convert
pressure into an electric signal) used ina
wide variety of industries, from aviation
to home appliances.

After selling Kavlico for $340 million
in 2000, Kavli established the
Kavli Foundation, which
awards the Kavli Prize, in
partnership with the Q;'
Norwegian Academy of F« .y

Science and Letters,and | (a
the Norwegian Ministry SR
of Educationand Research.
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2024 winners

All eight winners are professors at
leading American universities.
ASTROPHYSICS: David
Charbonneau of Harvard University and
Sara Seager of the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology are this year’s winners.
They have been recognised for discover-
ies of exoplanets, and the characterisa-
tion of their atmosphere. The citation
states that contributions of Charbonneau
and Seager included pioneering “meth-
ods for the detection of atomic species in
planetary atmospheres and the measure-
ment of their thermal infrared emission”.
NANOSCIENCE: Robert Langer of
MIT, Armand Paul Alivisatos of the
University of Chicago, and Chad Mirkin
of Northwestern University were given
the prize.
Langer was recognised for his
idea of nano-engineering a
material for the controlled
release of therapeutic bio-
molecules, which could
help development of con-
trolled drug delivery sys-
tems to treat diseases like




Nobel comparisons -

Since 2008, 73 scientists
from 19 countries have been hon-
oured with the biennial Kavli Prizes. Ten of
them have gone on to win the Nobel Prize,

While designed to be like the Nobel
for its fields, the Kavli Prize is not re-
stricted to recent work, meaning it is
wider in its scope. The Nobel is only
awarded for achievements made “during
the preceding year”.

Three independent five-member
committees select the winners. These
comprise nominees by top science insti-
tutes the world, including the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, the French Academy
of Sciences, Germanys Max Planck
Society, the National Academy of Sciences
inthe US, and the Royal Society in the UK.

The Kavli Prize comprises a $1 million
cash prize (per field),a scroll,and a medal
(in picture). The award ceremony is more
fancy than the one for the Nobel Prizes,
with a red carpet rolled out for invitees.
This year, it will take place on September
3inthe Oslo Concert Hall. The Norwegian
Royal Family will hand out the prizes.

schizophrenia.
Alivisatos devised semi-
conductor crystals or “quantum
dots” which could be used as multi-
colour fluorescent probes in bio-imaging.
Today, these are used for diagnostic imag-
ing of patients, and helping research in
medicine and biology.

Mirkin introduced the concept of the
spherical nucleic acid (SNA), a new class
of nucleic acids that are densely function-
alised and oriented spherically around a
nanoparticle core. SNAs have wide-rang-
ing use inareas like intracellular detection,
gene regulation and immunotherapy.

NEUROSCIENCE: This year’s winners
are Nancy Kanwisher of MIT, Winrich
Freiwald of Rockefeller University, and
Doris Tsao of the University of California at
Berkeley. They have been awarded for
their effort to map the linkage between
facial recognition and the brain. While
Kinwisher identified the exact brain cen-
tre for face processing, Tsao and Freiwald
took this knowledge forward using func-
tional imaging and recording from indi-
vidual brain cells to map out the neural
architecture of the human brain.



ISRO’s Reusable Launch Vehicle
(RLV) Programme



* Recently, the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) informed that it is
all set to carry out the third and final
RLV Landing Experiment (RLV

LEX) under the Reusable Launch
Vehicle (RLV) Programme.



RLV-LEX missions involve taking
an unmanned winged
prototype, christened Pushpak,
to a designated height and
releasing it to land safely under

varying conditions.

The configuration of RLV-TD is
similar to that of an aircraft and
combines the complexity
of both launch vehicles and
aircraft.

/




The winged RLV-TD has been
configured to act as a flying test
bed to evaluate various
technologies,
namely, hypersonic flight,
autonomous landing, and
powered cruise flight.

In the future, this vehicle aims
to be scaled up to become
the first stage of India’s
reusable two-stage orbital
launch vehicle.




* Third and Final RLV LEX

— The unmanned winged prototype, christened Pushpak, will
be carried to a height of 4.5 km and 500 metres to one side of
the runway using an IAF Chinook helicopter and released.



 Global Demonstration

— NASA: Reusable space vehicles have been in existence for a
long time with NASA space shuttles carrying out dozens of
human space flight missions.

— SpaceX: The use case for reusable space launch vehicles
has revived with the private space launch services provider
SpaceX demonstrating partially reusable launch systems with
its Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy rockets since 2017.

a. SpaceX Is also working on a fully reusable launch vehicle
system called Starship.



Mercy Petition




* President Droupadi has turned down the mercy petition of a
terrorist who was sentenced to death in the December 2000
Red Fort attack.

 About Mercy Petition

* Article 72: Grants the President of India the power to grant
pardons, reprieves, respites, or remissions of punishment, or to
suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person
convicted of any offense.



 In all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a Court Martial.

* |n all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any
law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the Union extends.

* |n all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death.



 Article 161: Provides similar powers to the Governor of a state.
« There is no time limit given in these two Articles for Mercy Plea.

 These Articles have no binding effect on the President and the
Governors of the states to accept all the Mercy Petitions.



FATE OF PETITIONS

» At 45, R Venkataraman
rejected the
maximum
number ot 3
mercy petitions
» President
Pranab Mukherjee
comes second as he has
rejected 31 of the 33 petitions
he has received from convicts

» S Radhakrishnan, Zakir
Husain and V V Giri received

57, 22 and 3 mercy petitions,
respectively, and all deaths

were commuted to life
» KRNarayananand AP )

Abdul Kalam kept pending
almost all pleas they received




25 years of Kargil War



* To honour the 25th anniversary of the Kargil War victory, the
Indian Army has launched a Pan-India Motorcycle Expedition

« After the Indo-Pak War of 1971, several military conflicts
occurred between India and Pakistan. Both countries conducted
nuclear tests in 1998, escalating tensions that led to the Kargil
War in 1999. The Kargil War fought between May and July

1999 Iin the Kargil district of Jammu and Kashmir (now part of
Ladakh), resulted in an Indian victory.
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Factors Leading to the Kargil War:

Strategic Objectives: Pakistan aimed to internationalize the Kashmir
issue and cut off Ladakh from India by capturing strategic points in Kargil.

Vacated Border Posts: Pakistan exploited India’s strategy of vacating
border posts during winter, infiltrating troops and militants.




India-Pakistan Rivalry: Long-standing animosity over Jammu and Kashmir
fueled the conflict.

Ignoring Past Treaties: Pakistan’s actions defied the Simla Agreement of 1972,
which prohibited unilateral changes to the Line of Control (LoC).

Hope for International Mediation: Pakistan hoped the conflict would prompt
international mediation, especially by the U.S., favouring their stance on
Kashmir.




« Operation Vijay:

* In 1999 Pakistani troops infiltrated the Indian side of the
_ine of Control (LoC) under Operation Badr, aiming to cut off
ndian troops in Siachen. In response, the Indian Army
aunched Operation Vijay.




* We celebrate ‘Kargil Diwas” on 26th July 2023.

e |tis astark reminder of the valour of the armed forces and the
evolving dynamics of India’s security concerns.

* The Kargil War is a testament to the nation’s resilience, adaptability,

and unwavering commitment to protecting its sovereignty against all
odds.
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