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Historical and Religious Significance

• The Kheer Bhawani Festival is dedicated to Goddess Ragnya 
Devi, a revered deity in the Kashmiri Hindu tradition.

• The goddess is also known as Mata Ragnya Bhagwati and is 
considered an incarnation of Goddess Durga.

Goddess Ragnya Devi:



Temple and Sacred Spring:

The main temple associated with this festival is the Kheer Bhawani Temple, 
located in the village of Tul Mul, near Srinagar in Jammu and Kashmir.

The temple is situated near a sacred spring, which is believed to change colors 
and is considered a divine manifestation. The color of the spring water is said 
to indicate the well-being of the local community.



Kheer Bhawani Temple:

• The temple was originally built during the reign of Maharaja Pratap Singh in the 19th century and later renovated by 
Maharaja Hari Singh.

• The name "Kheer Bhawani" derives from the offering of 'Kheer' (a sweet rice pudding) made to the goddess by 
devotees.

Annual Pilgrimage:

The Kheer Bhawani Festival is celebrated annually on the day of Jesht Ashtami, which falls on the 
eighth day of the bright fortnight of the lunar month of Jyestha (May-June).

Thousands of Kashmiri Pandits, along with other devotees, gather at the temple to seek blessings 
from the goddess.







Objective: The mission focuses on dissecting sound waves in the 
icy waters of the Arctic to enhance the West’s ability to detect 
Russian submarines, particularly as global warming alters 
underwater acoustics.

Research Team: Led by scientist Gaultier Real, the team is using the 
NATO research vessel Alliance to conduct studies. The vessel will 
spread sounds underwater, which hydrophones will pick up for 
analysis.



Climate Impact: The mission 
aims to understand how 
climate change, which is 
warming the Arctic faster 

than other regions, affects 
underwater soundwaves.

Changing Landscape:
Melting sea ice and the 

increasing presence of ships 
are altering the Arctic’s 

soundscape, complicating 
the tracking of submarines.



Strategic Value: The data collected will help develop 
better sonar systems, autonomous underwater 
vehicles, and improve mine-sweeping operations.

Environmental Protection: There are strict rules to 
protect the Arctic’s ecosystem, and the team will 
halt work if animals are detected nearby.



• Geopolitical Context: The Arctic is strategically significant, hosting the 
powerful Russian Northern Fleet. NATO's mission underscores the 
need to adapt to changing conditions and maintain security in the 
region.







India's Trade Data for May" highlights a 9% year-on-year (YoY) jump in 
India's goods exports, reaching $38.13 billion in May 2023 from $34.96 
billion in May 2022. This growth was driven by demand revival in 
traditional export markets like Europe and the United States, 
particularly in electronics, petroleum, and engineering goods.

Imports also rose by 7.6% YoY to $61.91 billion, resulting in a trade 
deficit of $24 billion, the highest in seven months. The increase in 
imports was influenced by a surge in volumes and a cooling in prices.



• The article also mentions:

• Exports to the US increased significantly due to improved economic 
outlook and demand.

• Exports to Australia slightly decreased by 3.52% YoY.

• The India-Australia free trade agreement (FTA) came into effect in 
December 2022.

• The global economic outlook by the World Bank has been upgraded, 
predicting better growth rates.



Exporters are optimistic due to improved demand from the 
European Union, UK, West Asia, and the US, despite facing 
challenges such as inflation and high ocean freight rates.

The Federation of Indian Export Organisations and the 
Engineering Export Promotion Council of India noted that this 
recovery indicates robust efforts by exporters, especially in 
labour-intensive sectors.





Prevalence of Financial Fraud: 47% of urban Indians reported that either they or 
someone in their family had experienced financial fraud in the past three years.

Types of Fraud: Among the victims, 43% faced credit card fraud, and 30% encountered 
fraud through UPI transactions.

Details of Credit Card Fraud: Nearly half of the credit card fraud cases involved 
unauthorized charges by domestic and international merchants and websites.

Details of UPI Fraud: 40% of UPI fraud victims experienced fraud through links or QR 
codes sent to accept payments, which led to unauthorized debits from their accounts.



Survey Scope: The survey received over 23,000 responses from household consumers 
across 302 districts in India. The respondents were predominantly men (62%), with women 
making up 38%.

Recommendations: The report suggests that banks and UPI service providers need to 
implement stronger safeguards, such as OTP authentication for credit card transactions. 
Additionally, there is a need for increased consumer awareness and education on financial 
fraud prevention.

Role of Authorities: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and banks should focus on enhancing 
consumer awareness and ensuring local police stations are equipped to assist victims of 
online financial fraud promptly.





Lack of Progress: The meeting did not yield any definitive outcome on 
setting a new sum of money that developed countries should mobilize 
annually to help developing countries combat climate change. The 
current target is $100 billion per year, but this figure is expected to be 
increased.

Input Paper: Instead of a concrete decision, the outcome was a 35-
page "input paper" outlining different views without a consensus.



• Importance of Finance: Adequate climate finance is crucial for both 
mitigation and adaptation efforts, especially in developing countries. 
An assessment by the UNFCCC indicated that developing countries 
need about $6 trillion between now and 2030.

• Developed Countries' Responsibility: Developed countries, 
responsible for most historical emissions, have a significant role in 
providing financial support. However, there are disputes over the 
actual contributions and the methods of accounting.



• Future Goals: India proposed that developed countries should 
commit to providing at least $1 trillion annually post-2025. Arab 
countries have demanded $1.3 trillion.

• COP29 Expectations: The next major discussion on this topic is 
expected to take place at COP29 in Baku, Azerbaijan, in November. A 
firm financial commitment is anticipated by the end of 2024.

• Debate Over Contributions: There is an ongoing debate about which 
countries should contribute and how the funds should be utilized. 
Some countries argue that the list of contributing countries should be 
updated to reflect current economic realities.







ISRO’s Reusable Launch Vehicle 
(RLV) Programme





RLV-LEX missions involve taking 
an unmanned winged 

prototype, christened Pushpak, 
to a designated height and 

releasing it to land safely under 
varying conditions.

The configuration of RLV-TD is 
similar to that of an aircraft and 

combines the complexity 
of both launch vehicles and 

aircraft.



The winged RLV-TD has been 
configured to act as a flying test 

bed to evaluate various 
technologies, 

namely, hypersonic flight, 
autonomous landing, and 

powered cruise flight.

In the future, this vehicle aims 
to be scaled up to become 

the first stage of India’s 
reusable two-stage orbital 

launch vehicle.



• Third and Final RLV LEX

– The unmanned winged prototype, christened Pushpak, will 
be carried to a height of 4.5 km and 500 metres to one side of 
the runway using an IAF Chinook helicopter and released.



• Global Demonstration

– NASA: Reusable space vehicles have been in existence for a 
long time with NASA space shuttles carrying out dozens of 
human space flight missions.
– SpaceX: The use case for reusable space launch vehicles 
has revived with the private space launch services provider 
SpaceX demonstrating partially reusable launch systems with 
its Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy rockets since 2017.
a. SpaceX is also working on a fully reusable launch vehicle 
system called Starship.



Mercy Petition



• President Droupadi has turned down the mercy petition of a 
terrorist who was sentenced to death in the December 2000 
Red Fort attack.

• About Mercy Petition

• Article 72: Grants the President of India the power to grant 
pardons, reprieves, respites, or remissions of punishment, or to 
suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person 
convicted of any offense.



• In all cases where the punishment or sentence is by a Court Martial.

• In all cases where the punishment or sentence is for an offence against any 
law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the Union extends.

• In all cases where the sentence is a sentence of death.

•



• Article 161: Provides similar powers to the Governor of a state.
• There is no time limit given in these two Articles for Mercy Plea.

• These Articles have no binding effect on the President and the 
Governors of the states to accept all the Mercy Petitions.

•





25 years of Kargil War



• To honour the 25th anniversary of the Kargil War victory, the 
Indian Army has launched a Pan-India Motorcycle Expedition

• After the Indo-Pak War of 1971, several military conflicts 
occurred between India and Pakistan. Both countries conducted 
nuclear tests in 1998, escalating tensions that led to the Kargil 
War in 1999. The Kargil War fought between May and July 
1999 in the Kargil district of Jammu and Kashmir (now part of 
Ladakh), resulted in an Indian victory.





Factors Leading to the Kargil War:

Strategic Objectives: Pakistan aimed to internationalize the Kashmir 
issue and cut off Ladakh from India by capturing strategic points in Kargil.

Vacated Border Posts: Pakistan exploited India’s strategy of vacating 
border posts during winter, infiltrating troops and militants.



India-Pakistan Rivalry: Long-standing animosity over Jammu and Kashmir 
fueled the conflict.

Ignoring Past Treaties: Pakistan’s actions defied the Simla Agreement of 1972, 
which prohibited unilateral changes to the Line of Control (LoC).

Hope for International Mediation: Pakistan hoped the conflict would prompt 
international mediation, especially by the U.S., favouring their stance on 
Kashmir.



• Operation Vijay:

• In 1999 Pakistani troops infiltrated the Indian side of the 
Line of Control (LoC) under Operation Badr, aiming to cut off 
Indian troops in Siachen. In response, the Indian Army 
launched Operation Vijay.



• We celebrate ‘Kargil Diwas’ on 26th July 2023.

• It is a stark reminder of the valour of the armed forces and the 
evolving dynamics of India’s security concerns. 

• The Kargil War is a testament to the nation’s resilience, adaptability, 
and unwavering commitment to protecting its sovereignty against all 
odds.









Thank you 
guys.


