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South African President Cyril Ramaphosa has been re-elected for a 
second term following the formation of an unprecedented coalition 
government by his party, the African National Congress (ANC).

The re-election occurred after the May 29 general election did not 
produce a clear winner. In his acceptance speech, Ramaphosa 
expressed humility and honor in being re-elected.



The election marked a significant turning point for South Africa, ending three 
decades of ANC dominance. 

The ANC, which was instrumental in the anti-apartheid struggle, received only 
40% of the vote, losing its absolute majority in parliament for the first time.

The coalition includes a majority of the 18 parties that gained representation in 
the 400-seat National Assembly, such as the centre-right Democratic Alliance (DA), 
the Zulu nationalist Inkatha Freedom Party, and other smaller groups.



• Consider the following statements regarding the re-election of South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa:

1. Cyril Ramaphosa was re-elected for a second term after the May 29 general election produced no 
outright winner.

2. The ANC, the party to which Ramaphosa belongs, secured an absolute majority in the recent 
elections.

3. Ramaphosa was re-elected by fellow Members of Parliament (MPs) through a secret ballot.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3







The Union Jal Shakti Ministry has launched a new ecological 
monitoring system to provide real-time monitoring of the water 
quality of the Ganga, Yamuna, and their tributaries. 

This system, developed by the National Mission for Clean Ganga, 
aims to aid in planning and monitoring projects, river water 
quality, and other key parameters.



Key features of the E-flows (environmental flows) 
monitoring system include:

Real-time water quality analysis of the Ganga, 
Yamuna, and their tributaries.

Monitoring of the Namami Gange programme 
activities at the central level, including the 
performance of sewage treatment plants (STPs) 
and river water quality at various locations.



• The system will track crucial 
parameters such as flow, 
turbidity, and dissolved oxygen 
levels, ensuring continuous and 
sustainable river flows.

• This initiative supports the 
ongoing Namami Gange Mission, 
focusing on completing cleaning 
projects within the stipulated 
time.



The Minister of Jal Shakti highlighted the commitment to maintaining 
minimum e-flow in the Ganga year-round, a requirement established 

in 2018 to prevent ecological damage from dam operation

The system also addresses emerging challenges by incorporating 
innovative solutions and developing new strategies for river 

rejuvenation. 



The system also addresses emerging challenges by incorporating 
innovative solutions and developing new strategies for river 
rejuvenation. 

The Minister of Jal Shakti highlighted the commitment to 
maintaining minimum e-flow in the Ganga year-round, a 
requirement established in 2018 to prevent ecological damage 
from dam operation



• Consider the following statements regarding the 
newly launched ecological monitoring system 
for the Ganga:

1. The ecological monitoring system allows real-
time monitoring of water quality of the Ganga, 
Yamuna, and their tributaries.

2. The system has been developed by the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

3. The system will monitor the performance of 
sewage treatment plants (STPs) and ensure they 
operate at their rated capacity.

4. The system supports the Namami Gange
programme by providing real-time analysis of 
river water quality.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1, 3, and 4 only
C. 2, 3, and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3, and 4









Event: Peace Summit on Ukraine held in Switzerland.India's 
Stance:Refused to sign the final document, the "Joint 
Communique on a Peace Framework."

Emphasized that only proposals acceptable to both Russia and 
Ukraine can lead to peace.

Continued engagement with all stakeholders to find a 
sustainable resolution.



Communique Details:Called for the 
protection of Ukraine's territorial integrity.

Based on Ukraine's peace formula and UN 
resolutions.

Signed by over 80 nations.



• Other Countries' Stances:Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, Thailand, 
Indonesia, Mexico, and UAE also 
refused to sign.

• Brazil maintained observer status.

• China declined the invitation.

• Russia was not invited.



Reactions:Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy expressed 
hope for peace but 

noted Russia's 
leadership is not 
ready for a just 

peace.

Swiss Ambassador to 
India appreciated 
India's presence 

despite abstention.



• Consistent Policy:India's decision aligns with its policy of maintaining 
balanced relations and promoting dialogue and diplomacy.

• Diplomatic Engagement:India had attended previous meetings at 
NSA level in Jeddah and Davos.

• Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was invited to the summit but 
declined.



• Consider the following statements regarding India's stance at the Peace Summit on Ukraine held 
in Switzerland:

1. India endorsed the "Joint Communique on a Peace Framework" released at the Peace Summit.

2. The communique called for the protection of Ukraine's territorial integrity and was based on 
Ukraine's peace formula and UN resolutions.

3. India emphasized that only proposals acceptable to both Russia and Ukraine could lead to peace.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3





• Event:

• Indian Air Force’s (IAF) first multinational air exercise, Tarang Shakti-2024.

• Date and Location: Scheduled for August 2024, to be held in two phases in 
southern and western India.

• Participation:Likely to see participation from 10 countries, with additional 
observers.

• Countries include Australia, France, Germany, Japan, Spain, the United 
Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

• Germany will deploy fighter jets and the A-400M transport aircraft.



• Purpose:To host friendly foreign countries with whom the IAF 
interacts regularly.

• To enhance interoperability among participating nations.

• Exercise Phases:First phase: Southern India in the first two weeks of 
August.

• Second phase: Western sector from the end of August to mid-
September.

• Some countries will participate in both phases, while others will join 
only one phase.



• Background:

• Tarang Shakti was initially planned for the end of 2023 but got deferred.

• The exercise is enriched with the experience from the Red Flag exercise hosted by the 
U.S. Air Force.

• Related Event:

• The Red Flag exercise concluded at Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, hosted by the U.S. Air 
Force.

• Participating countries included the Singapore Air Force, the U.K.’s Royal Air Force, 
the Royal Netherlands Air Force, and the German Luftwaffe.

• The IAF deployed eight Rafale fighters and IL-78 mid-air refuellers for the exercise.



• Consider the following statements regarding the Indian Air Force’s first multinational air 
exercise, Tarang Shakti-2024:

1.Tarang Shakti-2024 will be held in two phases, in southern and western India.

2.Germany will deploy fighter jets and the A-400M transport aircraft for this exercise.

3.The exercise was initially planned for the end of 2023 but was deferred to August 2024.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3













• What are the Recommendations of the Justice Verma 
Committee on Sexual Harassment at Workplace?

• Domestic workers should be included within the purview 
of the PoSH Act.

• It proposes a conciliation process where the 
complainant and the respondent are initially 
encouraged to resolve the issue through negotiation 
and agreement.

• The employer should pay compensation to the woman 
who has suffered sexual harassment.

• Setting up of an Employment tribunal instead of 
an internal complaints committee (ICC) in the PoSH Act.



• Consider the following statements regarding the POSH Act 2013:

1.The POSH Act defines sexual harassment to include physical contact and 
advances, a demand or request for sexual favours, sexually coloured remarks, 
showing pornography, and any other unwelcome physical, verbal, or non-verbal 
conduct of a sexual nature.

2.Every employer is required to constitute an Internal Complaints Committee 
(ICC) at each office or branch with 10 or more employees.

3.The ICC must have a minimum of 10 members, with at least half of them being 
women and one external member from an NGO or association working on 
women's empowerment or familiar with issues related to sexual harassment.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3





Indian 
Expatriate 
Community in 
Gulf Region



Recently, a devastating fire broke out in an apartment building 
near Kuwait City, resulting in the tragic loss of at least 49 lives, 
with around 40 of the victims being Indian nationals.

The apartment building housed over 195 workers, the majority 
of whom were Indian nationals hailing from the states of 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and various parts of northern India.



What is the Current State of Workers in the Gulf Region?

• The 1990-1991 Gulf War has led to a mass exodus of the Indian 
community from Kuwait. After Kuwait's liberation, most members of the 
Indian community gradually returned and became the largest expatriate 
community in Kuwait.

• Prior to the liberation war, the Palestinians constituted the largest 
expatriate community in Kuwait.

Evolution of Indian community in Kuwait:



• Indians in Gulf Countries:

• According to data from the Government of India, as of 2021, there were approximately 8.9 
million Indian migrants residing in the Gulf countries.

• 25% of overseas Indians and 56% of NRI reside in 6 Gulf countries (UAE, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and Bahrain).

• NRIs (Non-Resident Indians) are individuals who hold Indian citizenship but live outside of 
India.



• Inward Remittances:

• Of the total foreign inward 
remittances, 28.6% originated from 
the Gulf countries, 
with Kuwait alone accounting 
for 2.4% of these remittances.



• Trade Relations:

• The gulf region contributes to about one-sixth of India’s total trade.

• In FY 2022-23, India’s trade with GCC countries stood at around USD 184 billion, marking 
a 20% increase as compared to FY 2021-22.





What are the 
Measures taken by 
the Indian 
Government to 
Protect its Migrant 
Workers Abroad?

Bilateral Labour Agreements 
(BLAs)

Pravasi Bharatiya Bima Yojana 
(PBBY)

Minimum Referral Wages 
(MRW):



• Consider the following statements regarding the Indian 
expatriate community in the Gulf region:

1.The Indian expatriate community is one of the largest 
expatriate groups in the Gulf region.

2.The majority of Indian expatriates in the Gulf region are 
employed in the construction and service sectors.

3.The Indian government has established multiple welfare 
schemes and support mechanisms for the Indian 
expatriate community in the Gulf region.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3



Renaming 
Joshimath and 
Kosiyakutoli



Recently, the Uttarakhand government has renamed 
Joshimath tehsil as Jyotirmath and Kosiyakutoli tehsil 
as Pargana Shri Kainchi Dham.

Joshimath is believed to be the site where Adi Guru 
Shankaracharya attained enlightenment in the 
8th century.

Kosiyakutoli has been renamed Pargana Shri Kainchi 
Dham in honor of Baba Neem Karoli Maharaj's 
ashram located there.



Joshimath serves as the gateway 
to Badrinath Dham, one of 
Hinduism's most significant 
pilgrimage destinations.

Badrinath Dham is located in 
Chamoli district and home to the 
sacred Badrinarayan Temple, 
dedicated to Lord Vishnu.





• Consider the following statements regarding the renaming of Joshimath
and Kosiyakutoli:

1.The proposal to rename Joshimath and Kosiyakutoli is aimed at 
preserving the cultural and historical significance of these regions.

2.The renaming initiative has been widely supported by the local 
population and various stakeholders in the regions.

• 3. Haridwar serves as the gateway to Badrinath Dham

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3



CSIR- ASPIRE 
Scheme



• 300 women Scientists to get research grants for 3 years under CSIR- ASPIRE 
scheme.

• About

• As per the CSIR-ASPIRE (A Special Call for Research Grants for Women 
Scientists) programme women scientists can apply to carry out R&D in life 
sciences, chemical sciences, physical sciences, engineering sciences, and 
interdisciplinary sciences.



• Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research(CSIR)

• CSIR is a R&D organization known for 
its cutting edge R&D knowledge base in 
diverse S&T areas.

• It was established as an autonomous 
body in 1942 and Headquartered in New 
Delhi.



CSIR has a dynamic network of 37 national laboratories, 39 
outreach centers, 1 Innovation Complexes, and three units with a 
pan-India presence.

The CSIR laboratories specialize in topics ranging from the genome 
to geology, food to fuel, minerals to materials, and so on.



• Consider the following statements regarding the CSIR-ASPIRE scheme:

1.The CSIR-ASPIRE scheme provides research grants for 300 women 
scientists for a duration of 3 years.

2.The scheme was launched on the occasion of International Women's 
Day.

3.The research proposals under the scheme were screened and reviewed 
independently.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3



GREAT Scheme



• The Empowered Programme 
Committee (EPC) has approved 
7 startup proposals under the 
GREAT scheme.

• About GREAT scheme

• The GREAT (Grant for Research 
and Entrepreneurship across 
Aspiring Innovators in Technical 
Textiles) scheme is a key 
initiative under the National 
Technical Textiles Mission 
(NTTM) of the Ministry of 
Textiles.



Grant-in-aid of up to ₹50 lakhs for a period of 18 months would be 
given under the scheme.

It is open to individual entrepreneurs, startups, and companies 
working on innovative technical textiles projects.

It helps towards promoting innovation, entrepreneurship, and 
indigenous production in the technical textiles sector in India



• Consider the following statements regarding the Grant for Research and 
Entrepreneurship across Aspiring Innovators in Technical Textiles (GREAT) 
Scheme:

1.The GREAT Scheme provides a grant-in-aid of up to Rs 50 lakh for a period of 
up to 18 months.

2.The scheme focuses on the development of the technical textiles startup 
ecosystem in India, including niche sub-segments such as biodegradable and 
sustainable textiles.

3.The scheme requires the incubatee to contribute a minimum of 25 per cent of 
the total grant-in-aid.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2, and 3



Fun fact 











Thank you 
guys.


