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You have enemies? Good. That
means you ve stood up for

something. sometime in your life.

Winston Churchill

P "V
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of the ‘imagic

cube’

How a Hungarian professor’s
humble teaching tool, which he
invented in 1974, charmed the
world and continues to hold sway

in the digital age
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Eight soldiers killed
after armoured vehicle
struck by bomb in Gaza
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MVA vows to fight Assembly polls
in Maharashtra as a united force

in Kathua district on Saturday,
=26 3 war was being “imposed
©n us from across [the
border]”, and the strategy in
response would be to “reduce
the damage and eliminate™
the enemy. » PAGE 3

Precautions were

S armeiin, oo Saturday
put up a show of unity, and
declared that they would

partners, he said that if
anyone else wanted to join,
row considered.
Such a parmership would
be wkthowut any e ofwar,

“Those who left us and
now want to come back
will not be taken back at
all” M. Thackeray said. He

contest the elec-  was a joint
tion in the Seate in October  press conference with his
in an alliance. alliance . National-

“The Lok Sabha election st Congress Party (SP) pre.

victory for Maha Vikas
Aghadi is not the end. it is
the beginning. Our alliance
will win the Assembly elec-
tion in the State as well™
said Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
and former Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray.

“The people of the State
demonstrated how hollow
the myth of the BIP"s invin-
cibility is. he =aid. On the

says NBTC MD

xocH:
Frequent safety audits used to
be held at the labour
the NBTC Group in Kuwait

where 45 employees died in

NBTC Group and chaiman of
oA . told mediay
in Kochi on Saturday. » PAGE 4

in Switzerland

BURGENS
The global summit hosted by

opened oo Saturday
Ukrainian President Volodyrmyr
Zetersiyy hoping the dialogue
wousd find a resclustion to the
war even as o
remained low. » PAGE 13

@ government into an NOA
cernment.

M. shatad Davae ke
out any possibility of tak-
ing his nephew and Depu-
ty Chief Minister, Ajit Pa-
war, back into his party.

WUBT) leader Uddhar

PMVA leaders Sharad Pawar, Uddhay Thackeray, Prithviraj Chavan
20d Balazsheb Thorat in Mumbai on Saturday. ENMANAL YOGS

There were discussions
that following the MVA's

of government was immi-
nent in the State, Mr. Cha-
van, a former Chief Minis-
ter, said.

Seat-sharing equation
Asked about the seat-shar-
ing equation among the
MVA partmers, Mr. Chavan
said, ~Preliminary discus-
sions on seat-sharing have
begun. We will look at each
Assembly sear and accord-

harashtra Deputy CM, Ajit

“Thackeray: NCP (5P}
awar, to his party

ingly decide on the same ™
While thanking

Eight Naxals, 1 jawan
killed in exchange of
fire in Chhattisgarh

Red zone
A look at the recen
the sia

Chhatsizgarh

cHHATTISSARMN

and security perscanel n -

it conducive for MVA to

gain politically.” he said_
His remarks pertained
the Lok Sabha elections

Paril,
who contested as an Inde-

ndent candidate. He la-
ter lent his support to the
party.

'
tn this photograph taken earlier this month, a tiger drinks water from apond at the Ranthambore Mational Park in Rajasthan. Ar

14 dead as
vehicle falls
into gorge in
Uttarakhand

NEW DELHI

Fourteen people lost their
lives and 12 were critically
injured after a van fell into
agorge in dis-

3n encounter

 Neaals

RAIPUR

Eight Naxals were killed in
also left a

encounter are being identi-
fied. There is a strong pos-
sibility of more Naxalites
getting injured or killed in
this encounter,” a police of-
ficer said.

©On the casualties suf-
fered by the force, the of-
ficer said that one “STF ja-
wan has been martyred by
the bullets of the Maoists
e eweis other ST famans
have been injured™ but ad-
ded that the injured jawalu
were out of danger.

e gunfight began at 7
am. in the forest of Abush-
mad., v personnel

as securit
were cordoning off the
area.

This ollowed by inter-
mittent firing till the after-
noon in the forests of Ku-
i, Farsebeda

villages.

trict of Uttarakhand on Sa-
day.

National Capital Region to
the hills for a vacaton,

“After the encounter,
arch of the

dies and a large quantity of
weapons and other Naxal

FuLL REFORT
» PAGE 3

rifle, BGL
been reco-
The Maoist
bodies recovered after the

Sihce the = beginning of this

Abujhmad area began on
June 12 in areas such as Ku-
rasbeda and Kodta-

meta. the officer added.
Chief Minister Vishou
Deo Sai sald his govern-
ment is fully committed to
ing

don taken against them.
rernment s fully

South Africa’s Ramaphosa re-elected
President after coalition agreement

AFE TOWN
Souv.h Afncan Presldeni

Rama

Ciocted for & second term

on Friday after his hum-

bled ANC d together

an unprecedented coali-

tion government.
Law

rs in Ca
Town voted overwhelm-
n Mr
sa, 71. back in office for

AMay 29 general election
produced no T win-
ner.

sembly, have... decided to

elect me to be the Presi-
of

the vote and. for the first

ANC Secretary General
Fikile Mbalula said on Fri-
day the broad ccalition
brings together a majority
of the 18 parties that won

At outreach summit, G-7 commiits to
promoting infrastructure initiatives

SARL(TAL

Fhe Cronp of Seveiy tadkin
trialised na have com:
mited to pmmonng <con-

Narendea Modi, along with other leaders, pases for the G-

representation in the 400-
seat

power: Cyrit casts his ballot as MP= vote for h 4 G7 O
the President of South Alrica in Cape Town on Friday. AF These include the | Summit, attended by
centre-right D\ Prime <.
South Africa, ending three  Alliance (DA), the Zulu na- | Modi.
Inkatha Fi

dent of the
South Africa.” Mr. Rama-
phosa said in his accep-

h
The election marked a
historic turning point for

the African National Con-
gress (ANC) of the late Nel-
son Mandela. The party
that led the anti-apartheid
struggle won only 40% of

Party and other smaller
groups.

Mr. Ramaphosa was re-
elected by fellow MPs with
283 votes in a secret ballot.

The was
tssued on Friday after the
customary ~family photo™
at the luxury resort of Bor-

Egnazia, where the G-7
also reiterated a commit-

ment to a “free and open
Indo-Pacific” based on the

Prime Minister Giorgia Me-
loni, the host.
“We will further pro-

Summit's ‘Famity picture’ in Apulia on Fri

PG
(Partnership for Global In-

mote concrete

frastructure 1nvest-
meno initiatives and com-
plementary ves to

tment,” read the com-

s|
network to ensure integra-
ton among South Asia,
West Asia and the West. It
is also seen as an initative
by like-minded nations to
gain strategic influence in
the face of a’s Belt and
Road Initiative, which has
faced increasing criticism
owver disregard for the sove-
refgnty of nations.

economic corridors for
Guality infrastructure and

& Suppo!
for Ulkraine In lts ongotng
conflict with Russia.




South Africa’s Ramaphosa re-elected
President after coalition agreement

Agence France-Presse
CAPE TOWN

South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa was re-
elected for a second term
on Friday after his hum-
bled ANC cobbled together
an unprecedented coali-
tion government.

Lawmakers in Cape
Town voted overwhelm-
ingly to put Mr. Ramapho-
sa, 71, back in office for
another five years after the
May 29 general election
produced no outright win-
ner.

“I am humbled and ho-
noured that you, as mem-
bers of the National As-
sembly, have... decided to

cM

"

e

\!

Retaining power: Cyril Ramaphosa casts his ballot as MPs vote for
the President of South Africa in Cape Town on Friday. AFP

elect me to be the Presi-
dent of the Republic of
South Africa,” Mr. Rama-
phosa said in his accep-
tance speech.

The election marked a
historic turning point for

South Africa, ending three
decades of dominance by
the African National Con-
gress (ANC) of the late Nel-
son Mandela. The party
that led the anti-apartheid
struggle won only 40% of

the vote and, for the first
time, lost its absolute ma-
jority in parliament. It has
now struck a deal to form
what it calls a government
of national unity.

ANC Secretary General
Fikile Mbalula said on Fri-
day the broad coalition
brings together a majority
of the 18 parties that won
representation in the 400-
seat National Assembly.

These include the
centre-right Democratic
Alliance (DA), the Zulu na-
tionalist Inkatha Freedom
Party and other smaller
groups.

Mr. Ramaphosa was re-
elected by fellow MPs with
283 votes in a secret ballot.




South African President Cyril Ramaphosa has been re-elected for a
second term following the formation of an unprecedented coalition
government by his party, the African National Congress (ANC).

The re-election occurred after the May 29 general election did not
produce a clear winner. In his acceptance speech, Ramaphosa
expressed humility and honor in being re-elected.




The election marked a significant turning point for South Africa, ending three
decades of ANC dominance.

The ANC, which was instrumental in the anti-apartheid struggle, received only
40% of the vote, losing its absolute majority in parliament for the first time.

The coalition includes a majority of the 18 parties that gained representation in
the 400-seat National Assembly, such as the centre-right Democratic Alliance (DA),
the Zulu nationalist Inkatha Freedom Party, and other smaller groups.




Consider the following statements regarding the re-election of South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa:

. Cyril Ramaphosa was re-elected for a second term after the May 29 general election produced no
outright winner.

.The ANC, the party to which Ramaphosa belongs, secured an absolute majority in the recent
elections.

.Ramaphosa was re-elected by fellow Members of Parliament (MPs) through a secret ballot.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2,and 3
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Major fire breaks out near

Manipur CM's oW

A major fire broke out at an abandoned building
mear the Manipur Secretariat complex clase to

v was

the fire in the private
handaned bullding is vet t be ascerianed, an
official said. The bullding belonged to the family
of the late T. Kipgen, former Chief Secretary of
Goa. The house has been abandoned since
winlence broke out in Manipur less year.

Sheena Bora's remains are
untraceable, CBI tells court
The bones and nr_‘h remains of Sheena Bora,

Special Public Prosecutor C_J. Mandode told the

forensic expert Dr. Zeba Khan tes
cour

IGNCA, Sansad TV to air show
on Indian cultural heritage

A half hour weel
heritage, cur

cxpeule oo Tadinn cultprs
the Indira Gandhi National

™ is

o Increase the tme slot to one hour per week in
a couple of months.

Names of Yuva Puraskar, Bal
Sahitva awardees announced

The Sahitya Akademi on Saurday announced the
s of 23 writers, who will receive the Yuwva

s
Besch Giiirl Hal Pritovi.
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Rajasthan’s SHGs help African women to farm and flourish

JATPUR

A women's self-help group

rablish cooperarive
federations to  take up
farming. blogas produc-
tion, poultry farming and
oot rearing.

women leaders from
nine o ratives in the

WD COUNETES Were on & vi-

Eions. from Dhol-
purs SHGs, established by
the Grameen

Aleevika Wikas Parishad
{(Rajeevika), had earlier tra-
velled to Mall and Senegal
to share their expertise in
rural income generation
activites.

Oholpur's SHG model is

. -
e and e AT

Additional Chief Secre-
rary (Rural oprment)
Abhay  Bumar sasd the

“pancharamna  Mission™

nad immensely helped in

than have good exposure
o

have ensured success
of the SHG model.~ Mr. ki
miar sal

activities, hanve

trsireng in R sPeciaL
supported another
with funds during emer-
mences.

I has empo-
wered rhe rural communi-
thes o take collective ac-

formation

of SHGs, fol-
the establish-
ment of cooperative feder-
aticns.

armen

training from the Rajeevika
groups_ Mr. Kumar said
since the climate in Kajas-
suitable for miller

coumntries as well
Fatouma Dialle Sero,
president of a women's
cooperative federation in
Mali, said
pressed with
Proere o the fedtearion
leaders in Rajasthan. She
said her federation would
adopt process
and train other women in

implement the five princi-

mion for
economic  development
and self-governance.

African couniries for the

African
learnt abowt runnine the
and

m.rlllgﬁfprudu(ls
African representa-
s vttt Ghalpur, Bha-

on, simi-

ratpur, Ajmer, Jaipur and
selalipasr e

ples of with an
emphasis on _institudon
ng te ensble them to
play a meaningful role in
increasing the mmcome of

gate  their agricultural
fields i a pr. man-
mer.

Centre launches portal to
ecologlmlly monitor Ganga

The new system has beendewg

EW DELHIL

he Union Jal Shakei
Biniss

Gange  pro-
gramme activities at the
central level This includes

rfor-

fAagship
ProgTamme of the MRy

Fresh attempt: People taknmg boat
Fandsted minimur e-flow for vario

that involved cleaning the
Ganga, and now incdudes
its eribuzaries

“The launch of the E-

charge of the Ministry this

1l Syst
miarks a significant step Chuding th
wards ensuring the comtin-

eilising data

from quarterly reports by
the Central

ose involving
GanEs and its tributaies,
within the stipulated tme

He highlighted the need
far

S, thie syatern will ek

key parameters such as in-

flow, outflow, and mandat-
Eflow across 11 projects

along the Ganga Main

Stremm,” the Minlstry said,
Mr.  Patl. who

Sddrens ermerging ehal
lenges. and outlined a
commitment to developing

ricke in the Ganga siver in Uttar Fradesh. In T018, the Centre
us stresches of the Gamgs ta be maintained yese round. A3 WSGRTHY

event, the Minister also re-

cleaning projects under
the Namami G pro-
gramme aiming to ensure
the n d ]

wironmentalist groups that
dams of the river were im-
peding its flow and des-
Troying Its ecaology.

Diphtheria outbreak
in Odisha village;
govt. orders probe

BHUBANESWAR

fhe odisha government
s directed the Health De-

easons suspected
iphrharts authreal ar Ma-
muspadar village in Hayaga-
dia districe.

Five children died in the
interior willage in a span of
m June. The RMRC

confirmed that the fift
death was dsph-
a bacterial infec-
Bhuba-

they are suspected to
SaL."0F Hiphiberia s the
Chief Minister's Office
ety Children, B o

affected,

Manuspadar is situated

schan Majhi has asked afficsls
1o take steps ta brng the

situation undes contral. #T
only after walking five km
and crossing =

o-door screening
Cior Ptrimter Mot T
reviewed

ling  water
E ¥ construct_a
motorsble road to the
place ar the earlbest.

A meam the State
Health Depariment visited

all susceptible persons in
LNy, i satd.

Pocket version of Constitution flies off the shelves

gesture that will contime

2
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ayanan whe

He was happy that this
election brought into focus  among people, and also gave
“the empowering and es-  ashot in the arm to the Lick-
ential every o =, the
tizen meeds o keep at  Eastern  Book  Company
home and have easy access the

.
The recent rise in sales

Constingien. It helped 1o
raise a general curicsity

EBCy, b Bosat salas i
last

quarter.

According to one of the
EBC directors, Sumeet Ma-
lik, the 16th edition of the
sleek book in print this year
has already sold maore than
5.000 copies between Fe-
bruary and M. In the past,

o

mand for multiple batches

of B0 to 100 coples from

the Congress this year.
Confirming  this, the

By in the coar pocker of La-
weyers™ was pitched by Mr.
sSankaranarayanan  when

he found an increasing
of young lawyers
not clized in what the con-

bound
red with black border and
Eold lettering.

The price of the book in

mong
schools. “In 2024, a bulk ar-

wards, We The people.

lomgs, the people; the com-
mon citzenry ks willlng to
spend and bay a copy,” Mr.
salik sabd.

Mr. sSankaranarsyanan,
owver the years, has been

dra Mo gifted a copy to
President Ham Nath Ko-
vind after he assumed of-

earlier this year.

In M.P., 58
children with
burnt hands
rescued

BHOEAL
At leass 58 children, inchid-
rescue
factory in
[

burmt from exposure to
chermicals
National r_mnmlsslon

tion Child
Eights (NCPCR)} c."hsjrpel-
s0n rrrymkmoongn.sald
that a team from the com-
mission inspected the pre;
mises of Sam Distillery.
found that it had e

child labour.

“Due to being in contact
with chembeals, the skin of
many children’s hands has
also been burne. Action is
being taken to rescue e

children and registe:
IR, Matios i being lesued
10 the [State] government
10 take acldnn againsz the
excise * Mr. Kanoon-
£ wrote on X.




Centre launches portal to
ecologically monitor Ganga

The new system has been developed by the National Mission for Clean Ganga; it will give real-time

analysis of water quality of Ganga, Yamuna and their tributaries and check performance of STPs

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Jal Shakti
T Ministry launched

an e-flow ecologi-
cal monitoring system that
allows real-time monitor-
ing of river quality. This
will aid the planning and
monitoring of projects, riv-
er water quality, and other
key parameters, according
to officials.

The Environmental
flows (E-flows) monitoring
system has been deve-
loped by the National Mis-
sion for Clean Ganga, an
arm of the Jal Shakti Minis-
try, and was launched in
the presence of Jal Shakti
Minister C.R. Patil on Fri-
day. Along with real-time
analysis of the water quali-
ty of the Ganga, Yamuna,
and their tributaries, it also
allows monitoring of the
Namami Gange  pro-
gramme activities at the
central level. This includes
monitoring the perfor-
mance of sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs), and
ensuring that they operate
at their rated capacity. Riv-
er water quality is also
monitored at various loca-
tions. The Namami Gange
programme is a flagship
programme of the Ministry

Fresh attempt: People taking boat ride in the Ganga river in Uttar Pradesh. In 2018, the Centre
mandated minimum e-flow for various stretches of the Ganga to be maintained year-round. RV. MOORTHY

that involved cleaning the
Ganga, and now includes
its tributaries.

“The launch of the E-
flow Monitoring System
marks a significant step to-
wards ensuring the contin-
uous and sustainable flow
of the Ganga. Utilising data
from quarterly reports by
the Central Water Commis-
sion, the system will track
key parameters such as in-
flow, outflow, and mandat-
ed E-flow across 11 projects
along the Ganga Main
Stream,” the Ministry said.

Mr. Patil, who took

charge of the Ministry this
week, said that he would
focus on completing the
ongoing projects under the
Namami Gange Mission, in-
cluding those involving the
Ganga and its tributaries,
within the stipulated time
frame.

He highlighted the need
for innovative solutions to
address emerging chal-
lenges, and outlined a
commitment to developing
new strategies and visions
for areas currently without
river rejuvenation pro-
grammes. During the

event, the Minister also re-
viewed the progress of the
cleaning projects under
the Namami Gange pro-
gramme aiming to ensure
the uninterrupted flow and
cleanliness of the Ganga.

In 2018, the Centre man-
dated minimum e-flow for
various stretches of the
Ganga to be maintained
year-round.

This was after concerns
were raised by several en-
vironmentalist groups that
dams of the river were im-
peding its flow and des-
troying its ecology.



li

E

The Union Jal Shakti Ministry has launched a new ecological
monitoring system to provide real-time monitoring of the water
quality of the Ganga, Yamuna, and their tributaries.

This system, developed by the National Mission for Clean Ganga,
aims to aid in planning and monitoring projects, river water
quality, and other key parameters.



Key features of the E-flows (environmental flows)
monitoring system include:

Real-time water quality analysis of the Ganga,

Yamuna, and their tributaries.

Monitoring of the Namami Gange programme
activities at the central level, including the
performance of sewage treatment plants (STPs)
and river water quality at various locations.




e The system will track crucial
parameters such as flow,
turbidity, and dissolved oxygen
levels, ensuring continuous and
sustainable river flows.

e This initiative supports the
ongoing Namami Gange Mission,
focusing on completing cleaning
projects within the stipulated
time.




The system also addresses emerging challenges by incorporating
innovative solutions and developing new strategies for river
rejuvenation.

The Minister of Jal Shakti highlighted the commitment to maintaining
minimum e-flow in the Ganga year-round, a requirement established
in 2018 to prevent ecological damage from dam operation




The system also addresses emerging challenges by incorporating

innovative solutions and developing new strategies for river
rejuvenation.

The Minister of Jal Shakti highlighted the commitment to
maintaining minimum e-flow in the Ganga year-round, a

requirement established in 2018 to prevent ecological damage
from dam operation




* Consider the following statements regarding the
newly launched ecological monitoring system
for the Ganga:

1. The ecological monitoring system allows real-
time monitoring of water quality of the Ganga,
Yamuna, and their tributaries.

2. The system has been developed by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

3. The system will monitor the performance of
sewage treatment plants (STPs) and ensure they
operate at their rated capacity.

4. The system supports the Namami Gange
programme by providing real-time analysis of
river water quality.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 1, 3, and 4 only
C.2,3,and 4 only
D.1,2,3,and 4
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The Other
Shankar

Grammy-winming violinist
Shankar is back arnd
has a seory to tell
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CANCER DIAGNOSIS
SWEDEN AND IRAN
SWAP PRISONERS
IN BREAKTHROUGH
DEAL
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GOVT & POLITICS

ODISHACMALLOTS
PORTFOLIOS, KEEPS
HOME,

MEA SECRETARY (WEST) AT CONFERENCE IN SWITZERLAND

India joins global meet on Ukraine, day
after PM calls for dialogue, diplomacy

Whatever is agreed upon will be part
of peacemaking process: Zelenskyy

SHUBHAJNITROY_
NEW DEL

DAY after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi told Ukraine

began Sasurday
avan Kapoos. Secretary
inistry of Bxternat

Affairs. who reached Burgenssock

dliscus:
being hosted by

that Indea cos

Switzerland for the two-day

Ukraine that

PAGE 7

ke of the Oppositi
INDIA Blocs constiraents. the

ry candidate cho-
sen by the BJP for thisc

JDU backs BJP pick
for Speaker post, TDP
bats for ‘NDA face’

Uncalled for diversion by Cong: Tyagi
will select Speaker by consensus: TDP

Chandrababu Nasdu's TDP,
Nitish Kumar's JI(U) are
critical for NDA Govt

the BJP takes, we will suppoet it~
U ) I secretary K

SWharCongressis doing s di-
version K is Lncalied is2con-
vention that the Lingest party in

CTyees told Thhe Infiar: Express.
On its part. the TDP said the
candidate to be put up for the

e rulires coatic
e Spesier Wikmever dccision

EXPRESS NETWORK

T4 KILLEDAS VEHICLE
PLUNGES INTO RIVER
INUTTARAKHAND

IN ASPIRATIONAL
SEA

DOU BLES TALLY
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Switzerland President Viola
nherd

The sumumic began a day af-
.

INDIA 8 G7

Reurers

Prime
day-long visit to Italy to attend the outreach session of S0th G7.

CLASS XHTEXT BOOKS HIT MARKET LAST WEEK

In new NCERT textbook: A rewrite of
Avyodhya dispute

Babri Masjid called *3-dome structure’, 2019 SC verdict ‘classic example’ of consensus

RIMIKACHOPRA
NEW DEL U

THE NEW NCERT Class 12
Political Science textbook. wiich
it the market Last week. does
Dot mention the Babri Massd by
rame calls

structure.” has prune.
Ayodhya section from four to

tads from the easfier version.
These include: the BJP rath
yatra froem Somaath in Gujara
1o Ayodhya; the role of kar s
vaiks: communal viokence in the
wake of the demolition of the
Babri Masjid on December 6.
1992; President’s rule in BJP-
ruled states: and the BJP's ex-
pression of “regret over the hap-

PRATYUSH RAJ
NEW DELHLJUNE 15

RAMBAHADUR apeo:
the Punjab State Power
Comporacion Lid i Pariala. took
S gy ol

up at 4 a
T20cr

et woe
rasch betw
Nepal He wanted to cheer foe his

son. Sompal Kami, 28, who was
bacring for Nepal in an importans

penings ac Ayodty
s by The Indian

match for
o the T20 World Cup after 2 gap
of 10 years.

he match st Kingstown. the

adwickes
Rrch Nore. ane of the woekd's
fastesc

One ball left, Nepal needed

WO runs 60 win and one 1o force
2 Super Over. But then Ghulsan

wihste
_{lzlnﬂul‘(.l singfe. as the throw
from the deflecs
Off 1is body to a fickder at short
mid-on. and Jha also stuttered
after the blow.

A dEsconsolate Kami sank o
his knees: back in Patiala his fa-
ther was shattered. ~Sompal
match khatam kar deca agar
strike usioe pass rehta (He could
have finished the match. if he
had the strike in the last over).”
adejected Ram Bahadus sold The
Indian Express

ni has a Patiala con:
tion Thapa. whose family has
100ts in Gulms, Lumbini, moved

Epreis ol APl che MCERT ol
disclosed some of the changes, in-
cluding the removal of 3 beast

from Russavs frozen central bank
wsed as collat-
esal and the monr_v could seach
Kyiv before the end of the yeas.
I ber statement Satusrd.

peace in Ukraine is taking.
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

Francia’ Kalian P4 Clorsla Mol and athies workd loaders before condndiog it
1 Friday. av

AGE 10

and some deletions

emperor Babur's General Mir
Baqi Now.the chapter refers i it
Srucure (chac)

the str

Three references to the demall.  wwis bullt at the site of Shr Ranrs
tion and the primacygiventathe  birthplace in 1528, but
Ram.

But the extent of the revisions
i unkasown until now.
Tive key
= The old textbook intro-
duces Babirs Masjid as 2 161h cen-
fury mosque built by Mughal

—

The Nepal cricker team at the innings break of their match

against South Afric.

epaperindianexpressicom

4rounds,
2014to
® pandemic

EIPLAINED

THISIS the Sousth round of
revisions of NCERT text-
Since 2014 Inthe

136 MAOISTS KILLED IN 2024 SO FAR

8 Maoists,

one cop

killed in encounter
as Chhattisgarh
steps up crackdown

Our resolution has changed, it matters,
says state Home Minister Vijay Sharma

JAYPRAKASHS
& DEEPTIMAN FIWARY
RAY DELHI JUNE

EIGHT MAOISTS were kifled dur—
ing = an  encounter = in
dis-

For instance, when it comes
10 penetration into cor

just five monttss, the police have
Sec up 32 camips in core areas

17 camps being Se< Lp every yeas
TMul-force and inter disrict

tricton sum-ﬂ.v, the Laestina
sevies of anti 1 operations
in the currens calendar year. A
security force persoanel also
died in Saturday’s encounter af-
ter sustaining a bullet injury.
ding to state govern-
ment sousces. the anti-Naxal op-
exacions e picieed pace stnce
mbly elections
Chhattisgarh. with the atign-

i Sehiere the BIP maanad b
p(n\\rr in December 2023,

T harve helped. Majority of the
operations were done by state
forces and Central forces like
CRPF. COBRA. ITBP 3nd BSF, said
Sursdarry P, spector General of
Folice, Bastas range.

When asked abor
Sovernments angi-N.
Chhactisgarh Home Minister
Viiay Sharma told The Indian

and men an
CONTINGED ON PAGE S

ue the state
seras

INTERVIEW: STATE
HOME MINISTER
VIJAY SHARMA

Day after Rajkot
fire, officers forged
register to save own
skin, reveals probe

Court told backdated entry was made to
show they questioned gaming zone plan

GOPAL

KATESHIYA
RAIKOT. s

SUNE

THE POLICE peobe into the Rajkot
TRP Game Zone blaze that kilied

D Sagathiy

isation and that the Separtment

e

cited nthe eed o reflect

recent events. In 2018 &

irsriated revisions 1o re-

uce the “syllabus b
2

anct help students recover

)lnu( Crime Branch. in-
m(umgx o ap-
plied IPC sec e el
spiracy. Sorgery and destruction
of evidence against

The TRP Game
sutted lndleMay25l‘|me e

e of Kalavad Road fire station

of ~were arrested on May
30.They are cusvently in judscial
custody.

On Satusday. two more offi-
cers — Ragesh Makwana, ancthes
SO S Jaytip Chacdary, 35

torem

and other officers.
Sagachiya and theee officess

— Gauitam Joshi, assistant town
fices (ATPO) of RMC,

_.L...»db, Comict.

As Nepal creates rlpples at T20 cricket World Cup, a father

0 the district in Punjab for work

ezl a6 Taote
PSPCL job. This gave Kamid
chance 1o train at the Netaji
Sibhas Rational Inatioae of
Sports there Lt he was selected
£0 play for his home countr

call from his chdbood sdol Pasas.

Mukesh Makwana, also RMC
TPO. Rohit Vigora. station off-

Khadka. a legendary former

of the Nepal Cricket Board, in-
forming him of his selection in

e Workd Cuap squad.

So were fwo other players.
Latit Rajbanshi and Abhinash
Bohara “They were training with
me in AMumbai when the team
was announced for the T20
World Cup._ said former Nepal

Coach Umest Pae

“Climbing Mt Everest”
On Saturday. Nepal's tryst

with histoey may not have ma-
terialised. But with the team's
formance — its spinners

department, were as-
rested by the Crime Branch.
st of the groaup
of officers who forged docu-
ments and records on May 26.
ONTINUED ON PAGE 2

watches

Dipendsa Sirgh Airee and Kushal
DRarted restricred South Alicars
power-packed and expersenced
line-op tojust 115 e u.n“l.::leu
10 take seven wickets —

Captain Cyanevies Malls Camry
be happies.

1 am very proud of the way
the team is playing. See:ng them
playing "m Woetd Cuy
A.de)(lnun\ent)uv

ITINUED ON PAGE 2
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Amit Shah holds

high-level meet
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‘Canada, India agreed
to work together’
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Smriti dazzles as India
wallops South Africa
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India to host first
m tional air
exercise in Aug.

NEW DELIE
The indian Air Forces First
multinsticnal 3= exercise,
Tarang Shakti-2024, will be
etd in August, and = Skely to
=< the participation of 10

India refuses to sign on Ukraine meet statement

s acce

ble to both Russia and Ukmaine can lead to

's New Delhi: communique calling for the protection of Ukraine's territorial integrity” signed by

over 80 nations: Saudi Arabia. South Africa. Thailand and Mexico refuse to sign. Brazil maintains observer status: China dedined the invitation. while Russia was not invited

Ukraine summit ends

NEW DELHI
nly proposals ac-
ceptable to
ussia  and  Uk-

Peace Summit in Switzer-
1and on Sunday.

India was among at least
seven countries that re-

Ohankhar on Sunday
ed

insugurated Prema Sthal on
the Parlisment House prermises
which sccommodates statues.

the compound » PAGE 5
Zuma’'s party to
Jjoin Opposition
in South Africa
JOHANNESBURG

South Africa’s uMkhonto we
Sirwe (MK) party led by Former

President Jacob Zuma, will join
3n sWance of smaller

on Sunday. » PAGE 14

THE s = HINDU
greets its readers

on the occasion of

ID-UL-AZHA

with all stake-
holders is with a view to
understanding  different

Swizs President Viola Amherd; Pavan Kapoce, Secretary (West), External Affairs Ministry; and Ukraine

Presidient Volodymyr Zelersiyy 3t the

forward for a sustainable
resolution of the conflict;

pial
s can lead to abiding
peace.” Pavan Kapoor, Se-
retary (West), Minls!rv of
Affal

Russia ‘could” join
Ukraine Presidént Volody-

summit on peace in U

President Vladimir Putin
was not mvited, with Swiss

officials  saying
could join a future confe-
7 e

peace.
Saudi  Arabla, South
indone-

were among the countries
that refused to sign the

Brazil main-

and options to find a way

myr 2
the Summit, but Russian

tained an observer status,

and China declined the in-
vitation to

to particij

Asked about India‘s ab-

stention.,

dor to India Ralf Hef_kner

said that despite the deci-
thar L

represented
alf of the world” and a

-quarter of the world~ was
represented by heads of

with hope

Smita Sharma
BURGENSTOCK

‘The two-day Summit on
Peace in Ukraine
in

for peace

“success” of the event,
and said the path was
open for a second summit,
with a view to ending the
war with a lasting

he told a

on Sunday with
participants hoping for an

end to the war between

Russia and Ukraine.
Ukrainian President

Patied thy dlplo)mnc

press conference that

and their
leadership are not ready
for a just peace’

state or nmen:

In a statement, lhe -
nistry said India had at-
tended the summit, and
previous meetings at the

desire to “facilitate a last-
g il pam il swiolntlon

logue ind diplomacs-.

“such a resolution re-
quires a sincere and practi-
<al

tion from all resolutions at
the UN Security Council,
UN General Assembly, In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency and Human Rights
Coundil thus far that are
critical of Russia for its in-
vasion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022.

‘Organisers had said the
invitation to India, as well
as

sbout a global con-
include their
Eoacitne i thod Tan
energy security.
In a visit to India last
month to press the point,
Swtse Forelon Secretary

the ewo parties eo the con:
fiict [Russia and Ukra

joint statement is also in
line with the government’s
consistent policy of absten-

asel said India
and fellow £ alt..s countries

du: have the trast of either
side.” referring to Russia
countries

dra Modi had been invited
to the Summit but he had
declined the invitation.

Riding the water

Education Minister Pradhan
says 2 types of irregularities
noticed in conduct of NEET

BHUBANESWAR

The Union government
will take the strictest ac-
ton functionaries
of the National Testing
Agency (NTA) If they were
found to be involved in ir-
regularities in the conduct
of the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance T& (NEET)
for

o tants inedloal Sures,

duration, leading to wides-

Pradhan

were awarded, which the
government had already
oved. and [the go-

Eovernment I examining
issues” the AMinister

NEET 2024 was con-
ducted by the NTA at 4,750
‘CEmres in ST chdes, for £
r 24 lakhs candidates, on
May 5. After the results
were declared on June 4,
parents and teachers be-
£2n questioning the grace
awarded to 1,563

matter

Court,

concern over the integrity
of NEET.

- ot pread sure both students and pa-  PAPER ‘FACILITATORS®
Staking a splash: Tourists rafting on the Beas rver in Manali, Himachal Pradesh, on Sunday. #71 ternatively, grace muks rents that the government =»PAGE4
Elon Musk, former Minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar argue on EVM security | Centresetto
crack down on
Mr. Musk was referring where use regular ton” adding -we can | late-coming
NEW DELHL to a report on software is- compute platforms to agree to disagree”. =
sues with EVMs supplied mm Internet connected The supreme cour: | iN Offices
Former Minister of State by the American firm Do- votin -butIn-  had, during the elections,
for Electronics and Infor- minion Voting Systems, dian E\'lws are custom de- refused to mandate the
mation Technology Rajeev which faced a flood - signed., secure and isolated Llecllon Commission (EC) Vijay Kamar
“handrasekhar got into a  tiny in aftermath of the from any network or me- anually count the vo- | CHENNAL
brief dispute with Tesla 2

Musk over the security of

The company setded a

voting
(EVMS). In a past on X, fos-

erly Twitter, Mr. Musk
had commented on the un-
reliability of EVMs in res-
ponse to reports of iregu-
larisies in EVAs In Puerto

“Mr. Chandrasekhar res-
ponded that these con-
cerns did not apply to In-
dian voting machines.
<t

dollar defa-
mation suit brought by it
on Fox News. whose an-
chors had cast doubts on
§ts  wvoting  machines®
integrity.

Puerto Rico, a U.S. terri-
o had been hol

mary el
it e polls due in No-
vember. Mr. Musk had
said, “We should eliminate

Former Union Minister Rajees Chand,
Eion Musk had the tiff on zocial media platform X FiE SHOTO

electronic

hines, The risk of being
hacked by humans or AL,
while small, is sull too

ar and Testa founder

is a huge sweeping
generalization  statement
that implies no one can
build secure digital hard-
ware,” Mr. Chandrasekhar

voting ma-
chlnes an b arehiscied

hacked Mr. Musk res-
‘Agree to disagree’
Mr. Ci then

x fier the post
started making the rounds
in Ine o @elon-

musk’s view may apply to
US. and other places

conceded that while “any
level of encryption” on a

er, EVM integrity was “a
different type of conversa-

cerverified’ paper  audic
trail (VVPAT) slips that
were Issued when voters
used EVMs to cast their
preference. The EC has in-

diately available for com-

ment.
p ]

Taking a note of the laxity
in implementing the Aad
haar-enabled blometric at-
tendance system and some
employees coming late to

government has urged Mi-
nistries, sations an
deimcernauta’ 10
monitor re-

Ports of their employees.

FULL REPORT ON
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India refuses to sign on Ukraine meet statement

Only proposals acceptable to both Russia and Ukraine can lead to peace, says New Delhi; communique calling for the protection of Ukraine’s ‘territorial integrity’ signed by

over 80 nations; Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Thailand and Mexico refuse to sign, Brazil maintains observer status; China declined the invitation, while Russia was not invited

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

nly proposals ac-
0 ceptable to both
Russia and Uk-

raine can lead to peace,
said India as New Delhi de-
cided to disassociate itself
from the final document is-
sued at the conclusion of a
Peace Summit in Switzer-
land on Sunday.

India was among at least
seven countries that re-
fused to endorse the “Joint
Communique on a Peace
Framework” released in
Burgenstock, the venue of
the two-day summit. The
communique, which
called for the protection of
Ukraine’s “territorial inte-
grity” and was built on Uk-
raine’s peace formula and
the UN charter and resolu-
tions, was thus far signed
by more than 80 countries.

“Our participation in
the summit and continued
engagement with all stake-
holders is with a view to
understanding different
perspectives, approaches
and options to find a way

’ e
tamt
| -
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Swiss President Viola Amherd; Pavan Kapoor, Secretary (West), External Affairs Ministry; and Ukraine

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the summit on peace in Ukraine. AFP

forward for a sustainable
resolution of the conflict;
in our view, only those op-
tions acceptable to both
parties can lead to abiding
peace,” Pavan Kapoor, Se-
cretary (West), Ministry of
External Affairs, said.

Russia ‘could’ join

Ukraine President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy addressed
the Summit, but Russian

President Vladimir Putin
was not invited, with Swiss
officials saying Russia
could join a future confe-
rence on the “road map” to
peace.

Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Thailand, Indone-
sia, Mexico and the UAE
were among the countries
that refused to sign the
communique. Brazil main-
tained an observer status,

and China declined the in-
vitation to participate.
Asked about India’s ab-
stention, Swiss Ambassa-
dor to India Ralf Heckner
said that despite the deci-
sion, “it was good that In-
dia was present” at a confe-
rence where the number of
countries represented
“half of the world” and a
“quarter of the world” was
represented by heads of

Ukraine summit ends
with hope for peace

Smita Sharma
BURGENSTOCK

The two-day Summit on
Peace in Ukraine
concluded in Switzerland
on Sunday with
participants hoping for an
end to the war between
Russia and Ukraine.
Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy
hailed the diplomatic

“success” of the event,
and said the path was
open for a second summit,
with a view to ending the
war with a lasting
settlement. But he told a
press conference that
“Russia and their
leadership are not ready
for a just peace”.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 14

state or government.

In a statement, the Mi-
nistry said India had at-
tended the summit, and
previous meetings at the
NSA level in Jeddah in Au-
gust 2023 and at the Depu-
ty NSA level in Davos in Ja-
nuary 2023, in line with its
desire to “facilitate a last-
ing and peaceful resolution
to the conflict through dia-
logue and diplomacy”.

“Such a resolution re-
quires a sincere and practi-
cal engagement between
the two parties to the con-
flict [Russia and Ukraine],”
the statement added.

Consistent policy

India’s decision to attend,
but distance itself from the
joint statement is also in
line with the government’s
consistent policy of absten-

tion from all resolutions at
the UN Security Council,
UN General Assembly, In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency and Human Rights
Council thus far that are
critical of Russia for its in-
vasion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022.

Organisers had said the
invitation to India, as well
as leading countries of the
Global South or BICS (re-
ferring to Brazil-India-Chi-
na-South Africa or BRICS
minus Russia), was espe-
cially important in order to
bring about a global con-
sensus and include their
concerns on food and
energy security.

In a visit to India last
month to press the point,
Swiss Foreign Secretary
Alexandre Fasel said India
and fellow BICS countries
could act as “go-betweens
that have the trust of either
side,” referring to Russia
and Western countries
supporting Ukraine.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had been invited
to the Summit but he had
declined the invitation.



Event: Peace Summit on Ukraine held in Switzerland.India's
Stance:Refused to sign the final document, the "Joint
Communique on a Peace Framework."

Emphasized that only proposals acceptable to both Russia and
Ukraine can lead to peace.

Continued engagement with all stakeholders to find a
sustainable resolution.




Communique Details:Called for the
protection of Ukraine's territorial integrity.

Based on Ukraine's peace formula and UN
resolutions.

Signed by over 80 nations.




e Other Countries' Stances:Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, Thailand,
Indonesia, Mexico, and UAE also
refused to sign.

* Brazil maintained observer status.
* China declined the invitation.
e Russia was not invited.




Reactions:Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy expressed

hope for peace but
noted Russia's
leadership is not
ready for a just
peace.

Swiss Ambassador to
India appreciated
India's presence
despite abstention.




* Consistent Policy:India's decision aligns with its policy of maintaining
balanced relations and promoting dialogue and diplomacy.

* Diplomatic Engagement:India had attended previous meetings at
NSA level in Jeddah and Davos.

* Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was invited to the summit but
declined.



* Consider the following statements regarding India's stance at the Peace Summit on Ukraine held
in Switzerland:

1. India endorsed the "Joint Communique on a Peace Framework" released at the Peace Summit.

2.The communique called for the protection of Ukraine's territorial integrity and was based on
Ukraine's peace formula and UN resolutions.

3.India emphasized that only proposals acceptable to both Russia and Ukraine could lead to peace.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2,and 3



India to host first
multinational air
exercise in Aug.

NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force’s first
multinational air exercise,
Tarang Shakti-2024, will be
held in August, and is likely to
see the participation of 10
countries, in addition to a few
others acting as observers. It
was earlier planned to be held
at the end of 2023, but was
deferred. » PAGE 4

India ready to host its first
multinational air exercise
‘Tarang Shakti’ in August

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force’s first
multinational air exercise,
Tarang Shakti-2024, will be
held in August, and is likely
to see the participation of
10 countries, in addition to
a few others acting as
observers.

“Enriched with the Red
Flag exercise experience,
the IAF keenly looks for-
ward to hosting the partici-
pating contingents from
other countries during Ta-
rang Shakti-2024, which is
the first ever Indian multi-
national air exercise to be
held later this year,” the
IAF said on Sunday in a
statement on the just con-
cluded Red Flag exercise
hosted by the U.S. Air
Force.

The plan is to invite
friendly foreign countries
with whom the IAF inte-
racts regularly and has a
certain degree of interop-
erability, officials said. Ta-
rang Shakti was earlier
planned to be held at the
end of 2023, but got de-

Two IAF Rafale jets being
refuelled mid-air by an IL-78
aircraft on their way to Exercise
Red Flagin Alaska.

ferred. The exercise is now
scheduled to be held in
two phases.

The first will be held in
southern India in the first
two weeks of August and
the second will be in the
western sector from the
end of August to mid-Sep-
tember, officials said.
Some countries will parti-
cipate in both phases,
while others will join one
of the two phases, it has
been learnt.

Among the countries
sending contingents are
Australia, France, Germa-
ny, Japan, Spain, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, the Unit-

ed Kingdom, and the
United States. Germany
will deploy fighter jets and
also an A-400M transport
aircraft, as reported by The
Hindu earlier. The A-400M
aircraft will be on show-
case for the IAF, given that
it is a contender for the
open tender for medium
transport aircraft.

U.S. event

The Red Flag exercise,
hosted by the U.S. Air
Force (USAF) from June 4
to 14, concluded at the Eiel-
son Air Force Base, Alaska.
This was the second edi-
tion of Red Flag this year;
the exercise is hosted four
times a year by the USAF.
Apart from the IAF, this
edition saw the participa-
tion of the Singapore Air
Force, the U.K’s Royal Air
Force, the Royal Nether-
lands Air Force, and the
German Luftwaffe. The
IAF deployed eight Rafale
fighters, a first at Red Flag,
supported by IL-78 mid-air
refuellers for the transat-
lantic ferry, as well as C-17
Globemaster aircraft.




* Event:
* Indian Air Force’s (IAF) first multinational air exercise, Tarang Shakti-2024.

* Date and Location: Scheduled for August 2024, to be held in two phases in
southern and western India.

* Participation:Likely to see participation from 10 countries, with additional
observers.

e Countries include Australia, France, Germany, Japan, Spain, the United
Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, and the United States.

 Germany will deploy fighter jets and the A-400M transport aircraft.



* Purpose:To host friendly foreign countries with whom the IAF
interacts regularly.

* To enhance interoperability among participating nations.

* Exercise Phases:First phase: Southern India in the first two weeks of
August.

* Second phase: Western sector from the end of August to mid-
September.

* Some countries will participate in both phases, while others will join
only one phase.



Background:
Tarang Shakti was initially planned for the end of 2023 but got deferred.

The exercise is enriched with the experience from the Red Flag exercise hosted by the
U.S. Air Force.

Related Event:

The Red Flag exercise concluded at Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, hosted by the U.S. Air
Force.

* Participating countries included the Singapore Air Force, the U.K.s Royal Air Force,
the Royal Netherlands Air Force, and the German Luftwaffe.

* The IAF deployed eight Rafale fighters and IL-78 mid-air refuellers for the exercise.



e Consider the following statements regarding the Indian Air Force’s first multinational air
exercise, Tarang Shakti-2024:

1.Tarang Shakti-2024 will be held in two phases, in southern and western India.
2.Germany will deploy fighter jets and the A-400M transport aircraft for this exercise.
3.The exercise was initially planned for the end of 2023 but was deferred to August 2024.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2,and 3



V-P Dhankhar
inaugurates
Prerna Sthal

NEW DELHI

Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Sunday
inaugurated Prerna Sthal on
the Parliament House premises
which accommodates statues
of 15 freedom fighters and
icons of Indian history
relocated from various parts of
the compound. » PAGE 5
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Under Kafala, workers are dispensable

ithin hours of the
gatal fire that killed

Bianday, fune I7, 2024
CHENRAL

More than that meets the eye

arashera’s factio it

ALY Al-Sabalh said th
faralities were due o the greed of
the emplover and buil

announced the company officials
would be held criminally liable:
and officials of the munici

were suspended for their faflure to
maintain )

n the coming days, more
announcements will be made and
2 fenw heads will roll. The names of
dead are unlil 10 be

wuuLdmean to acknowledge their
as more than jus
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[ —— discriminar

ooy practices, arly in areas

angarisstion

but to live in the poor howsing
provided, strugple with the quality
of food, and ocoupy as little
socio-cultural space as possible in

T = vrarkers and the groas The first
negligence of the em|

hore are many 1Fs as £ how
have been

Trattar: st rnat lemportamty, If the
workers could organise
then they would have

them to subpar spaces than
to actually ensure employers
provide sultable accommuodation.

. e
had a collective vobce fo alr their
erievances and demand better

in secular,

sults
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politics, casing sh
‘the upcoming
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Rising cases under PoSH Act point to better reporting

However, the taboo around

Sinking of INS Khukri:
Limaye’s Charge Rejected

cause PoOSH data is propesly main-
tained in big organisations.

While the numbers have in-
creased over time, only a few such

Skeletons tumbling out of closet

The data for the charts wers sourced from campanies’ annual reports and Maticnal Famay Health Sureey-S [charts 2 and 3}

FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
1T MEW DELEIL I
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ore and more women are
M getting into STEM -
Science, Technology, En-

gineering and Maths — courses in
India, resulting in them landing
jobs in corporate houses, especial-
ly in the IT sector. Hence, the pro-
portion of women in leading cor-
porate firms has increased
considerably over time. Yet, attri-
tion rate — the percentage of em-
ployees who leave an organisation
— is also, in general, higher among
women than men. Women leave
organisations for many reasons,
including societal pressure after
marriage, pregnancy, and post-
pregnancy work-life balance, rea-
sons that rarely apply to men.

Adding to the list, workplace ha-
rassment — verbal, sexual or other-
wise — may also play a role in such
exits. If the number of cases re-
ported under the PoSH Act is
anything to go by, a look at just the
figures from the top four IT firms
shows that instances are rising
again after a brief pause during the
pandemic. The Sexual Harassment
of Women at Workplace (Preven-
tion, Prohibition and Redressal)
Act, 2013 (PoSH Act) was intro-
duced over a decade ago to protect
women against workplace sexual
harassment.

In Tata Consultancy Services,
110 cases were filed under the
PoSH Act in FY24, about eight
times more than what it was ten
years back. In Infosys, 98 cases
were filed in FY24, 3.3 times more
compared with FY14. In Wipro, 141
cases were filed in FY23, peaking
post the pandemic. In HCL, 55 cas-
es were filed in FY23, while bet-
ween FY18 and FY22, there were
only 58 such cases. Chart 1 shows



" POSH Act 2013

Context: The Indian Supreme Court has expressed concern over the "sorry state of affairs" in
the implementation of the act.

Major Provisions of POSH Act 2013

Sexual Sexual harassment includes “any one or more” of the following “unwelcome acts
harassment | or behaviour” committed directly or by implication:
defined ¢ Physical contact and advances

A demand or request for sexual favours
Sexually coloured remarks

Showing pornography

Any other unwelcome physical, verbal, or non-
verbal conduct of a sexual nature

Obligation Every employer is required to constitute an Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) at
each office or branch with 10 or more employees.

Complaint ICC has powers similar to those of a civil court in respect of summoning and

Committees | examining any person on oath and requiring the discovery and production of
documents.

Members It needs to have a minimum of four members with at least half of them women

and one external member, preferably from an NGO or an association that works
for women's empowerment or a person familiar with issues related to sexual
harassment, like a lawyer.

Time The complaint must be made “within three months from the date of the incident”.

Conciliation | The ICC may (at the request of the aggrieved woman) allow the matter to be
settled through conciliation (but no monetary settlement allowed)

Punishment | Non-compliance shall be punishable with a fine of up to Rs 50,000.

Compensati | Compensation is determined based on five aspects:
on o Suffering and emotional distress caused to the woman
o Loss of career opportunity

e Her medical expenses
¢ Income and financial status of the respondent _
The feasibility of such payment

Domestic Domestic workers are protected under the Act and have the right to seek redressal
Worker from the Local Complaints Committee (LCC)




Skeletons tumbling out of closet

The data for the charts were sourced from companies’ annual reports and National Family Health Survey-5 (charts 2 and 3)

Chart 1: Number of PoSH complaints filed in select IT
companies and the number of complaints upheld

TCS

Chart 2: The chart shows the share of men who think a wife
should have an equal or greater say than her husband on
specific decisions such as ...

Making major
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Making purchases for
daily household needs

Visits to her family or
relatives
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money the wife earns

How many children
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All five decisions
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Khadija H. Colombowala is interning with The Hindu Data Team




* What are the Recommendations of the Justice Verma
Committee on Sexual Harassment at Workplace?

* Domestic workers should be included within the purview
of the PoSH Act.

* It proposes a conciliation process where the
complainant and the respondent are initially
encouraged to resolve the issue through negotiation
and agreement.

* The employer should pay compensation to the woman
who has suffered sexval harassment.

* Setting up of an Employment tribunal instead of
an internal complaints committee (1CC) in the PoSH Act.

/
7




e Consider the following statements regarding the POSH Act 2013:

1.The POSH Act defines sexual harassment to include physical contact and
advances, a demand or request for sexual favours, sexually coloured remarks,
showing pornography, and any other unwelcome physical, verbal, or non-verbal
conduct of a sexual nature.

2.Every employer is required to constitute an Internal Complaints Committee
(ICC) at each office or branch with 10 or more employees.

3.The ICC must have a minimum of 10 members, with at least half of them being
women and one external member from an NGO or association working on
women's empowerment or familiar with issues related to sexual harassment.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1, 2,and 3
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Indian
Expatriate
Community in
Gulf Region




Recently, a devastating fire broke out in an apartment building
near Kuwait City, resulting in the tragic loss of at least 49 lives,
with around 40 of the victims being Indian nationals.

The apartment building housed over 195 workers, the majority
of whom were Indian nationals hailing from the states of
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and various parts of northern India.




What is the Current State of Workers in the Gulf Region?

Evolution of Indian community in Kuwait:

e The 1990-1991 Gulf War has led to a mass exodus of the Indian
community from Kuwait. After Kuwait's liberation, most members of the
Indian community gradually returned and became the largest expatriate
community in Kuwait.

e Prior to the liberation war, the Palestinians constituted the largest
expatriate community in Kuwait.




* Indians in Gulf Countries:

* According to data from the Government of India, as of 2021, there were approximately 8.9
million Indian migrants residing in the Gulf countries.

» 25% of overseas Indians and 56% of NRI reside in 6 Gulf countries (UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and Bahrain).

* NRIs (Non-Resident Indians) are individuals who hold Indian citizenship but live outside of
India.



Inward Remittances:

 Of the total foreign inward
remittances, 28.6% originated from
the Gulf countries,
with Kuwait alone accounting
for 2.4% of these remittances.




* Trade Relations:
* The gulf region contributes to about one-sixth of India’s total trade.

* InFY 2022-23, India’s trade with GCC countries stood at around USD 184 billion, marking
a 20% increase as compared to FY 2021-22.
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What are the
Measures taken by
the Indian
Government to

Protect its Migrant
Workers Abroad?

Bilateral Labour Agreements
(BLAS)

Pravasi Bharatiya Bima Yojana
(PBBY)

Minimum Referral Wages
(MRW):



* Consider the following statements regarding the Indian
expatriate community in the Gulf region:

1.The Indian expatriate community is one of the largest
expatriate groups in the Gulf region.

2.The majority of Indian expatriates in the Gulf region are
employed in the construction and service sectors.

3.The Indian government has established multiple welfare
schemes and support mechanisms for the Indian
expatriate community in the Gulf region.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only

D.1,2,and 3 /



Renaming
Joshimath and
Kosiyakutoli




Recently, the Uttarakhand government has renamed
Joshimath tehsil as Jyotirmath and Kosiyakutoli tehsil
as Pargana Shri Kainchi Dham.

Joshimath is believed to be the site where Adi Guru
Shankaracharya attained enlightenment in the
8th century.

Kosiyakutoli has been renamed Pargana Shri Kainchi
Dham in honor of Baba Neem Karoli Maharaj's
ashram located there.




Joshimath serves as the gateway
to Badrinath Dham, one of
Hinduism's most significant
pilgrimage destinations.

Badrinath Dham is located in
Chamoli district and home to the
sacred Badrinarayan Temple,
dedicated to Lord Vishnu.
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* Consider the following statements regarding the renaming of Joshimath
and Kosiyakutoli:

1.The proposal to rename Joshimath and Kosiyakutoli is aimed at
preserving the cultural and historical significance of these regions.

2.The renaming initiative has been widely supported by the local
population and various stakeholders in the regions.

* 3. Haridwar serves as the gateway to Badrinath Dham
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1, 2,and 3




CSIR- ASPIRE
Scheme




« 300 women Scientists to get research grants for 3 years under CSIR- ASPIRE
scheme.

 About

* As per the CSIR-ASPIRE (A Special Call for Research Grants for Women
Scientists) programme women scientists can apply to carry out R&D in life
sciences, chemical sciences, physical sciences, engineering sciences, and
Interdisciplinary sciences.



e Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research(CSIR)

« CSIR is a R&D organization known for

its cutting edge R&D knowledge base in
diverse S&T areas.

e |t was established as an autonomous
body in 1942 and Headquartered in New
Delhi.
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CSIR has a dynamic network of 37 national laboratories, 39
outreach centers, 1 Innovation Complexes, and three units with a
pan-India presence.

The CSIR laboratories specialize in topics ranging from the genome
to geology, food to fuel, minerals to materials, and so on.



e Consider the following statements regarding the CSIR-ASPIRE scheme:

1.The CSIR-ASPIRE scheme provides research grants for 300 women
scientists for a duration of 3 years.

2.The scheme was launched on the occasion of International Women's
Day.

3.The research proposals under the scheme were screened and reviewed
independently.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1, 2,and 3







 The Empowered Programme
Committee (EPC) has approved
7 startup proposals under the

GREAT scheme.
About GREAT scheme

The GREAT (Grant for Research
and Entrepreneurship across
Aspiring Innovators in Technical
Textiles) scheme is a key
Initiative under the National
Technical Textiles Mission
(NTTM) of the Ministry of
Textiles.




Grant-in-aid of up to X50 lakhs for a period of 18 months would be
given under the scheme.

It is open to individual entrepreneurs, startups, and companies
working on innovative technical textiles projects.

It helps towards promoting innovation, entrepreneurship, and
indigenous production in the technical textiles sector in India




* Consider the following statements regarding the Grant for Research and
Entrepreneurship across Aspiring Innovators in Technical Textiles (GREAT)

Scheme:

1.The GREAT Scheme provides a grant-in-aid of up to Rs 50 lakh for a period of
up to 18 months.

2.The scheme focuses on the development of the technical textiles startup
ecosystem in India, including niche sub-segments such as biodegradable and

sustainable textiles.

3.The scheme requires the incubatee to contribute a minimum of 25 per cent of
the total grant-in-aid.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2,and 3
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Fun fact



WAS PLAYED ON NO. 18 COURT

22nD - 24711 JUNE 2010
JOHN ISNER (USA) BEAT NICOLAS MAHUT (FRA)
6-4 3-6 6-7(7-9) 7-6(7-3) 70-68
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