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Don't think about what can happen in a
month. Don't think about what can

happen in a year. Just focus on the 24
hours in front of you and do what you can

to get closer to where you want to be.

Eric Thomas
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Nine kl]led in rail accident in West Bengal

Goods train carrying
Kanchanjunga Express in Darjeeling district

KOLKATA

e persons, two of
them railway crew

Jured and 32 sustained

r‘rnnner Railway,

The Soods train hit
a stationary Kanchanjun-

£a Express from behind on
the same track at speed. of
fictals sald. Four coaches at
e reme of whe express
rain and five wagons of
the goods train derafled. A
few coaches of the express

dimbed onto the coaches

s rams

Accid

station of North-east Frontier Railway at 8.55 a.m.

took place 10 km from the New i i

Off the rails: The site of the train accident in Darjeeling district of West Bengal on Monday. ArF

train.

=~ The coach-
es were mangle

and the rescue team had to

struggle for hours to extri-

cmte  the trapped

passenge:

Railway Boar

Board Chairper-
son Jaya Varma Sinha ear-
Eer Zaid the collision might

garded the signal. Lan
the Rallway Board said
though the 1o loco pilot of the
Epods tral was given auh-
poariinebend all signals
in red between the two sta-
tions as the automatic sig-
nali was “defec-

~, the train's speed was
the limit prescribed

for such an eventuality.
Ms. Sinha said the loco

Dllol of the goods rain and

the
good: rain driver disre.

Express were killed

‘The unaffected coaches
of the express train left for
Sealdah around 40 mi-

nutes past noon. '
had left Agartala in Iﬂpura
at 815 a.m. on S Yy

whicl
on I mission
mud& So far, we have in-
troduced Kavach for 1,500

portant_ching on
is going

km and another 3,000

wo.klnwessenylvras

logy to pre-
vent collisions of trains tra-
velling on the same track)

thel‘l\llnls-

Medical College and Hospi-

Loco pilot had
permit to cross
all signals in red
cnENNAr
The loco piot of the goods
train that ramemed th
Kanchanjunga Express on
Monday had the suthority to
cross all signals in danger.
sccording to docurments made
auaiisble to The Hindu. They
revealed that the
tionmaster of the
Rangapani railway station had
suthorized the loco pilat to
cross all sutamatic =
between the Rangapani and
Chattar Hat stations. » PAGE S

tal and met the injured,
put the blame on the Rail-
ways, and said the Ministry

ome  “~totally

said she had devised an an-
ti-collision device but it
had not been lmplernen(ed
n the 1
was Ral Minkscer 1 heet to
plemented the anti-colli-
slon system. But all trains

le for hours to extricate
the dead and the injured from the wreckage

in India are sull not under

mliway accident fn West
ning~ and

ofored - condolences " ta
those who lost their loved

1 pray that the injured
recover the earliest.
Spoke to officials and took
stock of the situation. Res-

perations are under-
way to assist the affected.”
the Prime Minister posted
on social me

Ex gratia announced
Railway Minister Ashwini

Vaishnaw ed the acci-
dent skt and ook stock of
relief work. The Minis-

for the seriously Injured,
and 250,000 for those who
sustained minor injuries.
Mr. Vaishnaw said the acci-
dent nvestigated
by the Commissioner of
Rallway Safety.

ana
Five Macists, two of them
women, were killed in an
encounter with security farces.
2t Chabasa in Wiest
Singhbhum district of

place near Lipunga under Gua
police station limits. » PAGE &

Tory candidate

in UK. cites govt.
action in Kashmir

for Kashminis. » PAGE 14

Id prayers

n harmony: People offer namaz on the cccasion of IG-ul-Azha 3t an ldgah in Bhopat on Monday. AMFARUGLS

Gupta extradited to
U.S. for murder plot,

pleads not gullty

Press Trust of In
NEW YORKIWASHINGTON

1ndian national Nikhil Gup-

n
pleaded not guilty in the
case ar a federal coust here
on Monday.
Mr. Gupta, 52, was ex-
tradited 1o the ULS. from
the Czech Republic on Fri-

vernment on
Ing involved in 3 PIot £ as.

Shah chairs meet to review status of Manipur
conflict, ‘bridge ethnic divide’; Biren not invited

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah chaired a highlevel

Underscoring the im-
portance of a coordinated

to both the groups, Meiteis
and Kuki-Zo, “to bri
ethnic

government source
cold The Fiindu thae Me
Singh was no¢ invited to
the meeting as it was res-
cm
o

Ursion Mame Mirester Amit
=situation in Manipur, in New Delhi on Monday. #T

tricted to “security offi-
clals™

A iumpur government
ing

Slnghs absence, said that

since May 30. 2023, Kul
diep Singh, Security

o of ilia Mailri ¥ e

2t 3 mesting 1o

way, hundreds of vehicles
carrying ial com-
moditie

pur, due to a blockad
Poset hy TukdZo \'lllage
Volunteers In

decisions In the State.

AMr. Shah said the Union
government had been ac-
tively supporting the State

in w
ﬁom the Meitei com
Jdelberately preventing
Rakizo using
NHS7-, Blso a lifeline foc &
ribam.

ing the security situation.

The meeting comes in
the wake of fresh violence
in jiribam district that had

sible for security-related

ethnic strife so far. Even as
the meeting was under

review”
The Home Ministry said
Shah conducted a “ho-

further violence took place
in Manipur. He said the de-

ployment of Central secur-
ity forces would be in-
creased, and, if required,

reston
and  tranquillity™
State. He further directed

The meeting lasted an
hour and was attended by

Security Adviser uldics
Singh; Di 1of

separatist  Gurpatwant

al Court last month reject-
ed a petition by Mr. Gupta
sl his ex(radlnon o

. to face the charg-
es US. fede prosecutors
allege that Mr. Gupta had
ing direc-

tions of &0 wnmmed T
dian government official.
indsa has, s, denied
s in such a

Gurpatwant Singh Pancun
Doval, Sullivan
review iCET
cooperation

~EW DELEI

Monday chaired the second
mesting of the initative ca
Critical and Emerging
Technology (iCET). » PAGE 4

sure he receives full due
process, regardless of out-
side pressures.” he added.
“Diplomatic response*
a group ol De~

case and has instituted a
high-level investigation in-
to the allegations.

“This is a complex mat-
ter for both our countries.,”
Mr. Gupta’s attorney Jef-
frey Chabrowe said ahead
of his client’s arraignment.

Manipur, Rajlv

noj Pande; Army chief-
signate 1. Gen. Upendra
Dw , T se-

conTINUED ON
»PAGES

impor-
tant that we refrain from
ng o cnnduslnns so
carly ia the pr Back-
ground and Setails will de-
at may cast govern-

entirely new Hght” Mr.
row

“We will pursue his de-
fence vigorously and en-

mocratic Sen

day sought a -smmg e diplo
atic™ response from the

Blden administration to

lnenl Fin the folled plot.
‘e urge a strong diplo-
i rempense b, enare
that all of those who were
involved are held accoun-
fable, and request a brief-
ing on the status of the
ministration’s engagemem
with the Indian govern-
ment on this matter,” the

Rahul keeps
Rae Bareli;
Priyanka

for Wayanad

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra will make
her eleczaral debu! from

sabha

uency i e
b}elecllon. e veer beottn

former Congress
hiet, Rahul Gandhi, decid.
ed to retain the Rae Barell
seat in Uttar Pradesh.

Mr. Gandhi won both
the sears in the recenty
concluded Lok Sabha elec-
tion only

MP. The deadline to do so
is on Tuesday.
The decision was an-

nouncy ngress pre-
sident Mallkarjun Kharge
at his official residence on

Monday, after a meeting
that went on for over two
hours. Mr. Gandhi said it
was a difficult decision for
him as he has an emotional
connection with both Rae
Bareli and the people of
‘Wayanad_

1 have an old relation
with Rae Barell and I am
very happy that [ will be re-
prsennng it. But this was

an easy decision,” he

lold presspersons after Mr.

harge announced the
d.el:lslaﬂ.

“I am very happy to be

FeAd ot break,

S A in a letter
of

State Antony Blinken.

would
her brother In Rae Barell. |
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Sudden, sharp
jerk felt like
earthquake:
passengers

FALPAIGURE
The last four es of the
»\garla‘l:—ﬁaaLdah chan-

Monday were at the
end of the train till Lume.
ing on Bur at that
stacion, as on amy other
locomotive was
cn'upled at the other end
and these four coaches
brought up the reas, which
murned out o be fatal for a
few The ex-

Loco pilot of goods train had
permission to cross red signal

Documents shoaw stationmesster of
is no obstruction and section is clear:

CHEN®AT

he loco pilot of the
T o e ™ o
rammed the Kan-

ess from

Railway in West Bengal an
nkexiom e

Dhocume
ble to The Hindo reveale
lha‘t the

press train was
from behind by a goods
train.

A passenger sleepe:
eoach in the mld.d]z salri
that after the train ch
direction, agm’letalseaﬂng
coach, two parcel vans and
a guard van were ac the
rear. The general seating

ch was the worst hit,

“Our wain was moving
very slowly when it
reached Rangapani. a few
kilomerres from New Ja-
paiguri,” the passen,
counted, standing n.ﬁme
ane
Coachen.
Anocther
scribed a sudden,
jerk  accom
Bousdd son

stopped.

passenger de-
sharp

some dme o collect our-
understan
what happened.” she said.

at
pani_issued Travel
Athotity (TASID) authes

RNI  (Rangapani
and CAT (Chattar Har) sta-
hon.”

The authority listed the
designated numbers of ske-
nals which the goods train
could pass, including the
slgnal at the accident skte.

also

amhority to pass all signals
in danger.

Though the signal fai-
lure beiween Rangapani
and Hat was de-
tected at 5.50 a.m., it was
not declared a prolonged
failure since it was expect-
ed o be rectified by the

A senior railway officer

Emergency stepsi Rescus opens

i statbon authorised him o

Goods loco pilot violated
speed curbs, says Board

a5l &

s permit is issued only when there

train applied
emergency brakes and oth-
er that led

restrictions it had to follow
hven the = -

the stai
crass all red signals.

said analysis of the spee-
dometer of the goods train
would  show exact
speed during collision snd
pilot

named, said the issulng of

paper auchoricy allowing
ain 5o croas il

Sints i red M e A tho-

investigarion.
~TA-D12 is issued only
when there is no obstruc
ton and the secton is
clear. It is not known how
the smationmaster of the

o the accident would be
nown in the detailed b
the sources added.
r senior raibway
officer sald that going by
the General & Subsidiary

quiry,

a
‘The reason Kanchanjun-
35 stoppe

£a Expre d at the

Helpline
numbers

D

= Fow Jalpaigur:

‘Govi. mismanaging
Railways, focusing
on vanity projects’

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

temath ed the
Rail Ministry into Lat-
form of camera-driven®

self-promotion.  Today's
wagedy ks yer another re-
minder of this stark reali-
iy Mr. Kharge alleged inoa
post on X.

Ministry into a pmform
of camera-driven
self-prometion
MALLIKARIUN KEHARGE
Gongress presden:

forganisation) E.C. Verni-
gopal sakd.

CP1 general secrerary D
Raja said, ~The Railway M
nistry shoukd focus on lang-

Congress  leader

6287801758
= Aripuraar the mismanagemens and
oassaz7oETL of the Modl ga-
= ioipaipur Boed vernment” and asserted
TE05036150 thar “as a responsible Op-
i Coochberar position, we will conginue
TEO5036155 o is —
Suana gligence and hold the Modi
o3s12TIL6ZL government  accountable
S for these accidemnts-.
03sTAZEISSE “The Railway Ministry,
o gnreain busy in PR exercises, ks
IBE2LOBI TS miser failing in its bas-
e ic ilicy of ensur.
3BAIZEAATA ing safety. Thers was no ac-
S countability fixed after the
S2aioo0817a deadly Balasore accident,
and this latest tragedy is
7 = the result of no remedial

S8833m0814

steps taken to prevent such
P -
> gener:] secretasy

In an X post, the Sharad
Pawar-led Nationalist Con-
Party put out a 2s-
year-old video of Bihar
Chief Minister and Janata
Dal{ll) chief Nitish Kumar,
wiho ha d as the
Railway Minister after the

nx, who
train acci-

the Modi
had twe major
dents during his renure,
the

acce:
responsibility,” it said
ek O°Brien of the Tri-

namool  said Eovern-
ment focused on vanity
projects, does not care
about -

Cong. slams textbook revision, says
NCERT is working as an ‘RSS affiliate’

However.
the NCERT 1a no longer &

professional institurion. It
has been funcrioning as a

riticises

books,
phlets’ and

MOERT is nos

longer a
professional institution_
NCERT'S ohjective is to
produce textbooks, not
political pamphlers and
propaganda

whose Preamble secula-

Basic Structure of the Con-
stimution.  The NCERT
necds to rermind ieelf that
it is the Mational Council
for Educational Research
and Training, not the Nag-
pur or Narendra Council
for_Educational Resear
and Training. All of irs text-
are now of du
quality vastly different
from those that shaped me
in school - he said.
ool Congress nE
Saker Goknale alse hit out
NCERT, and sabd the
gm'ernmem was  hiding
Sincomvenient facts” from

r asa
foundational pillar of the
Indian =

be an essential part of the

The comments come
amid changes including re-
moval of certain events
such as the Gujaras

and Babri_masjkd demoli-
thon from the -

Yogendra Yadav, Suhas Palshikar want
their names removed from textbooks

MEW DELHL

Political sclentists Yogen-
dra Yadaw and Suhas Pal-
shikar on Monday have
written o the MCERT ob-

e B ot o i
their names were not with-
drawn immedistely.

Mr. Palshikar and Mr.
Yadav said

that are “politically biased,

whief adviscrs
and pedagogically

ercise has “murilated” the
books be: Tecognition
and rendered them -aca-
demically dysfuncelanal-
They had stated that the
which were a

source of pride for them

The revised version of
the rextbooks, which re-
the market, still
them as chief

Selective deletions’
“Besides the earlier prac-
tice of selective deletions,

s despite our explicst

IefugaL. the letter said.
re can be argu-

ments and debates about

earlier a
snurueoremhanusmm.

‘s claims o auth-
orship of any gven work.

Bur it is bizarre that auth-
ors and editors are forced

identify as their owmn,~ it
added.

new editions of
these that have been
published with cur names
should be

1o the Gujarar riots and Ba-
bri Masjid dermolition were
maodified in school text-
because  tea
abowt riots “can create vio-
lent and depressed citi-
zens

Uddhav’s Sena to challenge Mumbai North West Lok Sabha seat result in court

Bena (UBT) leader
Aaditya Thackeray sakd on
Monday thar his
would challenge the Mum-
bai North-West Lok Sabha
seat resulj in Bombay
High

e alleged that party
candidate Amol Kirnkars

resulr

use of afficial machinery.
thon

Comnemlesinm ‘etiedy com-
~It's a Frawsd

adding thar thay expect the
take suo mor cogni-
sm if not, they are pre-
pared to contest the result
legally, and win.
‘rrobe phone calls®
Party's legislator Anil Pa-
rab echoed his sentiments
and called for the EC toact
on the available informa-
tion and declare Mr. Kirt-
kar the winner. “we have a

Anil Parab s peaking 1o the media on Monday, EMWARLAL YOG I

.~ he sa
He also suggested a

probe into the freguent
phone calls received by the
returning officer, which he
believes compromised the
integrity of the

ment the number of votes

polled, were not provided

e
than the opposite candi-
date. after which the elec-

sults of the postal ballots
= not announced soon
Sher the counting. ~There

are discrepancies in the
wote tallles. The returning
officer a agents

effectively rally votes. They
did not ask for objections
or suggestions and directly

nounced the final re-
SLI].IS ‘which is not fair,” Mr.
Paral sadd.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi in an X (formerly
Twitter) post said: “When
democratic institutions. are

caprured, the only safe-
guard lies in slectoral pro-

cesses that are © ot




Yogendra Yadav, Suhas Palshikar want
their names removed from textbooks

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Political scientists Yogen-
dra Yadav and Suhas Pal-
shikar on Monday have
written to the NCERT ob-
jecting to the new text-
books carrying their
names even after they dis-
associated themselves
from the revisions. They
said that they would be
forced to take legal re-
course if the books with
their names were not with-
drawn immediately.

Mr. Palshikar and Mr.
Yadav said they do not
want the NCERT to “hide”
behind their names to pass
on to students such text-
books of political science
that are “politically biased,
academically indefensible

The revised version
of the textbooks,
which recently hit
the market, still
identify them as
chief advisers

and pedagogically
dysfunctional.”

Mr. Palshikar and Mr.
Yadav, who were chief ad-
visers for political science
textbooks last year, said
that the rationalisation ex-
ercise has “mutilated” the
books beyond recognition
and rendered them “aca-
demically dysfunctional”.

They had stated that the
textbooks which were a
source of pride for them
earlier have now become a
source of embarrassment.

The revised version of
the textbooks, which re-
cently hit the market, still
identify them as chief
advisers.

‘Selective deletions’
“Besides the earlier prac-
tice of selective deletions,
the NCERT has resorted to
significant additions and
rewriting that are out of
sync with the spirit of the
original textbooks... the
NCERT has no moral or le-
gal right to distort these
textbooks without consult-
ing any of us and yet pu-
blish these under our
names despite our explicit
refusal,” the letter said.
“There can be argu-
ments and debates about
someone’s claims to auth-
orship of any given work.

But it is bizarre that auth-
ors and editors are forced
to associate their names
with a work they no longer
identify as their own,” it
added.

“The new editions of
these books that have been
published with our names
should be withdrawn... If
the NCERT fails to take im-
mediate corrective action,
we may be forced to take
legal recourse,” they said.

Rejecting accusations of
saffronisation of the curri-
culum, the NCERT’s direc-
tor has said that references
to the Gujarat riots and Ba-
bri Masjid demolition were
modified in school text-
books because teaching
about riots “can create vio-
lent and depressed citi-
zens.”



Issues 1

In April 2024, the NCERT revised its Political Science curriculum for grades 11 and 12.

The revisions resulted in the omission of references to several contentious events in Indian history,

including the Babri Masjid demolition, the Gujarat riots, and the role of Hindutva in Indian politics.

The NCERT justified these changes as routine updates to reflect the government's current stance.

Critics, however, argued that the revisions were politically motivated and aimed at downplaying
the role of these events in shaping modern India




e |Ssues 2

« According to Apoorvanand, a University of Delhi professor, Narendra Modi’'s
Hindu nationalist government "seeks to portray India as a historically Hindu-only
land".

 He adds, "marginalisation of Mughals and Muslims in textbooks mirrors what
Muslims in Modi's India are facing in real life.



e |ssues 3

« Around 1800 scientists, educators, science teachers, science popularizers, and
citizens from various reputable institutions criticized the removal of Darwin's
theory of evolution from NCERT textbooks, saying that the purging of
foundational science chapters will seriously handicap students' thought process.

* They wrote an open letter to the government urging it to continue teaching theory
of evolution



ON MAHATMA GANDHI

ON MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD
ON JAMMU AND KASHMIR

ON CLIMATE AND ECOSYSTEM

Other sections removed from NCERT textbooks across various classes
include information on the Emergency, the Cold War, and the Naxalite
movement, among others.

The industrial revolution was scrapped from the Class 11 textbook.

References to Dalit writer Omprakash Valmiki have been removed from the
social science textbooks of Classes 7 and 8.



In the Class 6 history textbook ‘Our Pasts — I/, sentences on the hereditary nature
of varnas, and classification of people as untouchables and rejection of the varna
system have been removed from the chapter ‘Kingdom, Kings and Early Republic’.

In Class 10, full chapters of 'Democracy and Diversity', 'Popular Struggles and
Movements' and 'Challenges to Democracy' have been done away with.

Sections of Class 12 topics that have been removed include 'The Story of Indian
Democracy’, 'Social Movements', and 'Patterns of Social Inequality’.




fagar s qaasqd

&

gaHtsaRah

Motto

Type
Established

Founder

Budget

President

Director
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Acronym

NC&ERT
Sanskrit: faeraT 37qdHId Life
eternal through learning
Autonomous body

1 September 1961

Government of India (Ministry of
Education)

3510 crore (US$61 million)
(FY2022—23 est.) !

Dharmendra Pradhan

(Minister of Education)

Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklanil®!

Sri Aurobindo Marg, Delhi, India
Urban

NCERT



e Consider the following statements about the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT):

1.NCERT was established in 1961 and is an autonomous organization under the
Ministry of Education, Government of India.

2.The headquarters of NCERT is located in Mumbai.

3.NCERT is responsible for the development and publication of textbooks used by
schools following the CBSE curriculum.

4 NCERT organizes the National Talent Search Examination (NTSE) for students of class
10.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1, 3, and 4 only
c) 2 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, and 4 only
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NEWS IN NIMBERS

Surge in gold. silver
imports from the UAE
in 2023-24

S
ZRC
=P c
to s;o 7 billion in 2022-24 and there is a
s
T
S s i
SR St

Amount spent to
advertise Trump’s
conviction by Biden

gn is spending $50
million through the end of June, a biitz
that includes its first telewision ad

incumbent i= seeking to make his

Instiative. PT1

= tegal woes 2 bigger
ssue heading into N _ AP

THE>@&s HINDU

Expected credit
growth for SBI in
current fiscal

] et
Bank of India is expecting loan
Erowth during the fiscal year 2024-25, the
B
e e
T LTI T T

Countries that
modernised nuclear
arsenals in 2023

ruclear armed nations incuding
the U.S., the UK., Russia, France,

deployed new nuclesr capable weapon that
systems in 2023, i

[

Germany’s biggest
industrial union seeks
raise for workers

in percentage. IG Mot unson.

Germany's
Ul seek an increase in pay for 2.9

biggest industrial union

in negotistions startng

on
- thi= year. The organization argues

and

ower that That gives us the number
around 14% or s0.” the bank's chairman
=aid. PTI

Pesce itute. The

nine nations spent » combined total of
$91.4 balion on their arsenals in 2023, PTI

v
to afford it. AP
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Laws on mercenaries in war

Follow us @9

o .com/the_] L]

the |

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
n June 11, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
acknowledged the tragic loss
of two Indian nationals who

were recruited by the sian Army

Moscow has strongly raised this issue with
the Russian Ambassador in New Delhi and
the swift
el anlwitin oF sl Rl ationiala
Army.

recruited by

lakh per month. In January, Russian
President Viadimir Putin signed a decree
of
Russian citizenship for foreigners who
a of ¥ with

Army.
At least 30 Indsans have so far
contacted the MEA and the Indian
Embassy in Moscow, seeking help to
return. The deaths onhe two ndian
ok reality —
lndlans are increasugly ral.u.ng prey o
labour trafficking rackets aft

mercenaries in international armed
conflicts.

on lhe l'n.)nuxne A.s stal

Mercenaries qualify for hurmane

in the armed forces of that party. i) is

par(y to the conflic
the armed forces of a party to the

AdStional Protocot | 6o the Geneve Comrertiora AP

naktier & national of 8 party o s comfifcr

undermining the territorial integrity of a
State .~

What are the limitations of the

vi) has not been sent by a state which is

One of the major challenges of the
existing regulatory regime Is the lack of a
clear, unequivocal, and comprehensive
legal what a

tow 3z outhined under Article 75 Article 47 of

Putin
that it had received tens of billlons of
rubles in public money from the
sovernment.

gl o the P
have committed to stronger state
of private v

he

What has been the MEA's

The MEA has issued a press note
Indians to

Investigation (CBI) said e 1 lx had ﬁ.led 2

y. This is By o

fact thart the domestic laws of most states

do not criminalise mercenary activity.
the

international humanitarian and human
rights laws. However, neither India nor
Russia is a signatory to this document.
That does not preciude India from
imposing tighter restrictions on the

a
e i . they
are not o starus
while or any categories under the
Geneva Conventions.
This allows for their for
yar crimes or other grave of

first information report (FIR)

and four for their
aBeged role in the 1. = of gullible
Indian nationals to Russia and duping
them for beteer employment and
hi ving jobs™. In May, the central
agency diviiged chat it had made four

s in the case.

Who are mercenaries?
The

They may Aon ace charges under the
domestic laws of the detaining natlorL
Nevertheless, nlemena.rles qualify fo

into the arlned
forces of another state

] (soldiers from Mpa.l =ty S5
served in the British ince the

w-nh the

1500s). It also fails to establish
for

as and

of
Izw as outlined under Article 75 of the

Howeuer. over tme, African states
began expressing reservations about this

combatants and mercenaries Is a

humanitarian QHL). A combatant is
typically a member of armed forces of
a party to the T

3
international armed conflicts and
overlooked civil wars, where

trainers.

of Indtan for such
enterprises. Furthermore. we need
! legal

to

who are or
misled into contracting with PMSCs™, Dr.
Prasad added.

What is the way forward
According to Dr. Prasad. the Indian
a robust

Prasad,
of m:ernauoml Relations at v.he Herte

policy fi % to

School, Berlin
Trena oF private military and ecurity
PMSCs) 18y !aklngm

roles

x

acriviies were moat prevalone. This led 1o
of the

mercenariea ~These fory pmﬁ( companses
s from com!

Arrican an Unity Convention for the
Elimination of Mercenarism in Africa in
luded a more expansive

1 gain as
opposed to virtues of patriotism
with T ar
Article 47 of Additional Protocol 1 to
the Geneva C (APT)

bnnﬂar)y in 1989, the United Nations
< (UNGA) the
Toeernationat Co against

vemcion a
Bechsirnent, Use, Winsamcing aric -n:nnmg
of that

To food supplies for troops. The legal

of
PMSCs is more loosely defined and relies
heavily o = cotatoy s dommentic Legal
capacity~. she sasd.

For instance, the operations of the
controversial Wagner Group in Russia
have been increasingly

six cumulative conditions for a person o

recr ase. and

and also

- Despite being
egis s a pr!va(e entity. it reportedly
among ics

of
inter-State cooperation in this regard.
The charter also widened the

ranks. While the direct par

suggested. ~“Long-term pry
measur, d target the underlying
economic factors that are di people
0 leave the country. e ediate

For instance, she pointed out that

pre-travel approval from the MEA for

et s s el Sk be Brselier neamme
ases of

scious

an traffcking. This will also enable

the identification crmmpan es that are
Indians. she added

he Wagner Group bas been eriaent i the

conflict, & has taken a direct part in the ries o conflict, had
hasulitses, 5 tivazed to take provided under the potsban) Pno(o‘:ol 1 never formally a.:xnov.ledged ies
the hostilities essential desire for to the Geneva Convensions to inchu connections with ir. This
private gain and. in fact, is promised, Spersons recrulted for the parpose of challenges in calling for accountability
or on behalf of a party to the par in a concerted act o and the group

rial med at = a asa v 5
excess of that promised or paid to Eovernment or atherwise the military corporation’s
combatants of similar ranks and the order of a State, or at aborted attemnpt at a coup last year,

<y »

In 201 <h implernented the
Dhalka Principles for Migration with
Dignity for ethical overseas recrultment of
migrants. The Nepal government in

x

o Russia or Ukraine for employmens after
10 young men were killed and dozes

more repo while

pr in the .

THE GIST

Over the pastyear. nearty 1
ncans h

reportecsy,
with the bure of money and 3
Russian passport.

The distinction between

wath regular combatants.

One of the major challenges of
the existing regulatory regime
is the lack of = clear,
unequivocal, and

mprehens e legst definition
of what constitutes 2
mercenany.
Comeunied by the fact that
the domestic taws of
states o nat crminalise
mercenary actrity. The Indian
government shouid develop =
robust framemork to
address distress migration and
implement strict measures
against human traffickns

A




Surge in gold, silver
imports from the UAE
in 2023-24

gold and silver imports

210 from its free trade

agreement partner UAE have skyrocketed
to $10.7 billion in 2023-24 and there is a
need to potentially revise the concessional
customs duty rates under the pact to
mitigate the arbitrage driving this surge,
according to Global Trade Research
Initiative. PTI

in percentage. India's




India is the world's second-largest consumer of gold and a major
importer, mainly to meet the demands of the jewelry industry.

In 2023-24, India's gold imports increased by 30% to $45.54 billion,
but there was a 53.56% decline in March 2024.

In April 2024, gold imports increased by 208.99% to $3.11 billion
compared to April 2023, which contributed to a 5-month high goods

trade deficit of $19.1 billion



Gold Production:

On the supply side, the gold prices depend on its production
and mining cost.

Since most of the available gold has already been mined, new
production will involve digging deeper into the earth, whichis
expensive.

So when the prices of crude oil and natural gasrise, it
contributes to therise in the price of gold.

Top 5 gold producing countries are: China, Australia, Russia,
Canada and the US.



* Demand by Central Banks:

* Institutional demand, particularly from central banks, drives gold prices to
record levels.

* They purchase gold to strengthen reserve assets, given its value retention.

* With rising crude oil prices and geopolitical tensions, central banks globally are
increasing their gold reserves to mitigate risks associated with foreign currency
reserves.

* As of March 2024, the Reserve Bank of India held a total of 822 metric tonnes of
gold, with 408 metric tonnes held within the country.


https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/important-institutions-national-institution-reserve-bank-of-india

Investor Demand:

Whenever stock markets, real estate and bonds fall across the world,
investors turn to gold to park their funds.

It is considered as a safe haven for investors during periods of uncertainties
because gold is highly liquid and carries no default risk.



Consumer demand for gold in India

has remained relatively stable Consumer demand for

gold in India (in tonnes)
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Gold prices in India have steadily increased

Annual average prices
26,319 for gold (¥/109)

2017

2018 27,861

2019 31,542

2020 42,181

2021 42,750

2022 45,437

2023 51,513



INDIA GOLD IMPORTS BY ORIGIN COUNTRY

Others B.?G%l
Argentina 1.90%, —
Brazil 2.10%

Dominican Republic 2.20 <4 ‘

Value USS %

Ghana 3.30%. 40
Bolivia 6.50%

Peru 7.50%

South Africa 7.70%

Guinea 10.40% United Arab Emirates 19.60%



SMUGGLING CASES  ©indse
by top five regions

N =
Number of cases ] 1351
N 2020
8 ‘%L?, R 2021
— 9 (@) W 2022
W 2023
o & (up to Oct)
~ o
S’%
S
o
D
w [P—

Kerala Tamil Nadu Delhi +* Maharashtra West Bengal

*Haryana, Rajasthan, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Chandigarh, J&K, Leh & Ladakh



Gold Reserves in India:

As per National Mineral Inventory, total reserves/resources of
gold ore in India estimated at 501.83 million tonnes as of 2015.

e Largest resources of gold ore located in Bihar (44%), followed by Rajasthan (25%),
Karnataka (21%), West Bengal (3%), Andhra Pradesh (3%), Jharkhand (2%)

e Karnataka commands around 80% of the nation's total gold output. The Kolar
Gold Fields (KGF) in the Kolar district is one of the world's oldest and
deepest gold mines.



* Which one of the following groups of items is included in India’s foreign-
exchange reserves? (2013)

* (a) Foreign-currency assets, Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) and loans from
foreign countries
(b) Foreign-currency assets, gold holdings of the RBI and SDRs
(c) Foreign-currency assets, loans from the World Bank and SDRs

(d) Foreign-currency assets, gold holdings of the RBI and loans from the World
Bank



Nearly 60 times jump in silver
imports from UAE unusual’

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 17

ANEAR 60 times jump in silver
imports during the last financial
year from United Arab Emirates
(UAE)is unusual since the West
Asian country does not produce
silver and the import jump may
be indicative of a breach in rule
of origin finalised by India and
UAE under the free trade agree-
ment that came into force in
May 2022, a report by think
tank Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) said.

The think tank headed by
former trade officer Ajay
Srivastava said that Silver im-
ports from the UAE increased
by 5,853 per cent, from $29.2
million in FY23 to $1.74 billion
in FY24, due to India charging
an 8 per cent duty under UAE
trade deal versus a 15 per cent
Most-Favoured-Nation (MFN)
tariff on imports from other
countries.

“However, this trade is un-
usual because the UAE does not
produce silver; it imports large
silver bars, melts & converts
these into silver grains. A check
with global refiners will show
that value addition in such a
process is much less than 1 per
centas opposed to 3 per cent re-
quired under the FTA. Despite
this, traders claim and the UAE

5,853% RISET0 $1.74 BNINFY24

Getty

SILVER IMPORTS from
the United Arab
Emirates increased by
5,853 per cent, from
$29.2 million in FY23

to $1.74 billion in FY24,
due to India charging an
8 per cent duty under
UAE trade deal versus a
15 per cent Most-
Favoured-Nation (MFN)
tariff on imports from
other countries

authorities certify a 3 per cent
value addition to meet CEPA
rules of origin,” Srivastava said.
GTRI said a robust monitor-
ing mechanism should be es-
tablished to track import vol-
umes and values, ensuring
quick policy responses to un-
usual spikes and rigorous verifi-
cation of the claimed value ad-
dition by Dubai based refiners
ingold and silver imports to en-
sure compliance with rules of
origin under the trade deal.
“High import dutiesinIndia
on gold, silver and jewellery at
15 per cent are at the root of the
problem. The government
should consider lowering tariffs
to 5 per cent which will arrest
large-scale smuggling and other

misuse,” the think tank said.

Srivastava also pointed ou
that the large 7 per cent tariff ar:
bitrage has resulted in a loss o
revenue for India of Rs 1,01(
crore in FY24 and that the rev-
enue loss could increase as Indic
has committed to make tariff:
zero on unlimited quantities o
silver from UAE within nex
eight years.

InFY24, India imported $5.¢
billion worth of silver globally
As tariffs drop to zero over the
next eight years, most silver im-
ports will likely come from the
UAE, causing a revenue loss o
Rs 6,700 crore due to the tarif
advantage. This trade is mainly
driven by the lower tariffs of
fered by India, GTRI said.
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I&B to regulate
social media
content?

Wnder Lens: The 166 Ministry has wited internet and
Py

streaming firms ta irdarm

ReUMEAL

thern ofms new propas.

ARer he muccess of news yin e s acctl
media news content creators d

them of ita new proposal to Indlnde

“prote Is* under

user-generated content on the Internet put o oot by
ssbora

Broadcasti N

wwidenin, e ambit
This s dnuhlnqumvnﬂn the earliest drafi of the

ng Bill, which also

progosed

censu:rshlpa:rld regulation of news

creatons.
for pubi
less explicit; in effect,
that broadcasss news a

conten|
. In the previous draft of the Bill, ulaasgd
lic comment in Movembes B027%, was

it hanszmsaa-anm,-emuy
nd current affairs

online
wold be lisble to atsract the same obligacions as
oTT under the Bill. Flowever,

according to

sources, the Ministry now explicitly
wants to bring ~professional

Ot crearors

directly under the 148 Minisiry regulation. As of

now, the Minkstry has not

not et & definition of

nt crearors, giving no
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i

o
i The Mirder businessiine)

The juvi

NEWS ANALYSES

Beuters
WASHINGTON

ran & mess  weoasld
1 shift to low-

er interest rates that would
cheaper

that ap-
peared imminent at the
end of 2023 has largely fiz-
zled as major central banks

confronted inflation  thag
pr

that proved more resilbent.
Same

maodest steps
been made, including in-

ey thiae o

imminent at the end of 200273 has

Farecast battle: Ercramists hase been mare right than markets in predicting rate cuts. RELTERS

stial cuts this month by the
Bank

Cy will be ~consequenial
Br. Powell said at a press
conference lass week when
new projections from Fed
policymaker,

= showed
them

ee

Central banks are aware
that overly restrictive
polticy could undermine
a fragile recovery inthe
enare rene coononmy -
PARIO CENTENS

BB pralimater

three projected in Decerm-
ber and March.

When we do start to
loosen policy, thar will
slgnificans loo-

anc

on the W

single quarter-percentage-
it by

Aost economists polled by
Reuters now expect only
one or two Fed rate cuts

this year instead of the four
seen in a survey lase De-
cember, before MMr.

surprised marl by sug-
gesting a_ pivot o lower
rares would come relarive-

followed by three more ov-

er the year.
‘While headline inflation
Ias tumbled to close o the
s

E’s 2% targer,
much higher than expect-

ed in the key services sec-
ror &% annual

Targer

nexE government instead.

Global central banks recalibrate as
the big policy easing of 2024 fizzles

¢ rrbed as mmajor central banks such as the ULS. Federal
lk.-s—:rveu.ml’mmed inflation that proved more persistent than expected. and economic and wage growth that proved more resilient

recovery in the suro zone
economy. ECE cym

er Marto Centenc told Reu-
ters in an inte

onths ago
T, The eislnfation slnry

is seill intact~ the Portu

muese central bank

nor sadd.

for the ECE'S ATst move

plied 140 basis points of
in the year ahead,

in March. Mow

miarker prices barely cor-
respond to one

ho-
wever, have long warned of

“bumps in the -
b flation back to
nd—by indicating

come  uwnil
markets

¢ inflation will

one is dedarlng vl.ctnry
cver

Bt the gener!] renor of
his rernarks appear to have
cemented wviews thar rare
abour o

erspective,

for rates to stay where they
are longer again still than
anticipated.
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‘Over 800 coal plants worldwide
can be profitably decommissioned’

Bruters
SINGAPORE

More than BOO coalfired
L

are gererated yea
cobson, lead author of the

report.
“Arcund 15,5 billion me-
carbon diox

pawe.
Bonal Energy

o metric tonne of carbon dicside
ty by 2,000 gigawates of coal power. RELTERS

emissions need to reach

Bur decommissioning is
costly, especially if plants
are s off debr or

With profit margins for

remewables now sufficient

cover the cast ufreplac
ants, decomm

er plants will be a bigger G-
nancial challenge.

‘EU carbon border tax will penalise British green energy’

NEWS ANALYSIS

Esuters
LOND-ON/BRUSSELS

Britsh  wind and  solar
farms exporting power o

continental Europe could
ace CO2 fees from 2036

“It's a problem on both

on of clean
s

Justrmen
(CBARD will Impose a COZX
emissicns fee on imports

elecrricity. and hydlogui
unless export

ion Iusequal Foz pricing
policies.

Under current de-
sign, the COZ fee for power
would be calculated using
2 default value based on av-
historic power

generation emissions. The
British  emergy  Industry

says that will unfairly pe-
nal

Green penakty: EU chasges can make i uneconamical to export excess clean power bs Europe. REUTERS

has ralsed, with the EUS
Cafherine Stewnet, the I
‘reasury’s deputy director
for trade pollcy. tokd an
event in  Brussels last
month.
A European Commis-

sion spokesperson said it
would contimase talks with

its application from
26

der fee could knock 5% off
the price British renewabile
Projects can earn for their
Power, a said.

Higher prices

ccess 1o cheap

i
and power prices are low,

analysts said_
Analysis from  Aurora

Energy Mesearch, shared
Reurers,

mauch as 3 Tt
4GWh) of renewahle power
enough  to

000 homes
e curtailed

generation,

a
British electricity could in-
crease  wiholesale -
prices by up to 4% in mar-
eizes like breland and Nosth-
ern Ireland’s Integrated
Electricity Marl wehi

If European countries
ot el and gas power
Semeration to make up the

202 emissbons

year, equivalent
stons of & million cars. an
earlier analysis by AFRY
suggested.

A European Commmis-

ston spokesperson sabd re-
newable power ex
will be able to svold the
CO2 fiee i they can comply
with certain criteria and
Prove their origin.

Bur industry figures say
that could be tough.

“Most of the electricity

fore the UK general elec-
thom om July 4.




‘EU carbon border tax will penalise British green energy’

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
LONDON/BRUSSELS

British wind and solar
farms exporting power to
continental Europe could
face CO2 fees from 2026—
even though they dont
produce any emissions—
unless the United Kingdom
(UK) and European Union
(EU) can agree to changes
around the EU’s carbon
border tax.

The charges, set out in a
little-noticed clause of the
CO02 levy law, could hit re-
venues of renewable ener-
gy projects in the UK, add
to already-high EU power
prices and even lead to
higher emissions, industry
sources and analysts told
Reuters.

cM

“It’s a problem on both
sides,” said Adam Berman,
deputy director of industry
group Energy UK.

“(It) disincentivises
clean power in the UK at
the moment in which
we’re trying to ramp up
provision of clean power,
and it’s going to increase
(power) prices in northern

Europe.”
The Carbon Border Ad-
justment Mechanism

(CBAM) will impose a CO2
emissions fee on imports
to the EU of steel, cement,
aluminium, fertilisers,
electricity and hydrogen,
unless the exporting na-
tion has equal CO2 pricing
policies.

Under its current de-
sign, the CO2 fee for power
would be calculated using
a default value based on av-
erage and historic power

R

Green penalty: EU charges can make it uneconomical to export excess clean power to Europe. REUTERS

generation emissions. The
British energy industry
says that will unfairly pe-
nalise renewables.

“It is an issue that we are
conscious of and one that
we have raised, that the UK

has raised, with the EU,”
Catherine Stewart, the UK
Treasury’s deputy director
for trade policy, told an
event in Brussels last
month.

A European Commis-

sion spokesperson said it
would continue talks with
all countries, including the
UK, on the design of the
carbon levy before finalis-
ing its application from
2026.

R

The extra cost could
make it uneconomical to
export excess clean power
from Britain to Europe at
certain times when de-
mand is weaker, renewa-
bles generation is high,
and power prices are low,
analysts said.

Analysis from Aurora
Energy Research, shared
with Reuters, showed as
much as 3 gigawatt hours
(GWh) of renewable power
generation, enough to
power up to 2,000 homes
a year, could be curtailed
by 2030 if the fee proves a
disincentive to exporters.

“You are adding a tax on
exporting, so this essential-
ly reduces the profit mar-
gin every time you want to
export,” said Pranav Me-
non, GB Power & Renewa-
bles Lead at Aurora.

In 2030, the carbon bor-

der fee could knock 5% off
the price British renewable
projects can earn for their
power, Aurora said.

Higher prices

Reduced access to cheap
British electricity could in-
crease wholesale power
prices by up to 4% in mar-
kets like Ireland and North-
ern Ireland’s Integrated
Electricity Market which
import a lot of power from
the UK, the Aurora analysis
showed.

If European countries
boost coal and gas power
generation to make up the
shortfall, CO2 emissions
could even rise-by as
much as 13 million tonnes a
year, equivalent to emis-
sions of 8 million cars, an
earlier analysis by AFRY
suggested.

A European Commis-

sion spokesperson said re-
newable power exports
will be able to avoid the
CO2 fee if they can comply
with certain criteria and
prove their origin.

But industry figures say
that could be tough.

“Most of the electricity
(across interconnectors) is
traded anonymously ... so
it’s almost impossible to
demonstrate what that car-
bon content is,” said Pieter-
Jan Marsboom, products
and services manager at
UK-Belgian power inter-
connector Nemo Link.

British and EU diplo-
mats have quietly begun
discussing the issue, but
the highly political nature
of any post-Brexit deals
between the two means no
progress is expected be-
fore the UK general elec-
tion on July 4.

A INY



* CO2 Fees: From 2026, British wind and solar farms exporting to the EU may
face CO2 fees, despite no emissions.

* Impact: This could make exporting clean power uneconomical and raise
power prices in Northern Europe.

 Renewable Energy: Analysts predict a reduction in renewable energy
profits and potential cutback in renewable power generation.

* Negotiations: The UK and EU are in talks to adjust the carbon border tax to
avoid penalizing British renewables.

* Challenges: Demonstrating low carbon content in exports remains difficult.l



Carbon Border
Adjustment Mechanism

CBAM: +€ 65

) |
| Total CO2 costs: €75 § CO2 costs abroad: €10
ye—r -“« "

e




Fit for 55

Fit for 55 is a new EU law that aims to

reduce GHG emissions by 55 % by 2030

and to net-zero by 2050.
-

Why CBAM is a cause for
concern for India?

e India will lose $1-1.7 billion in energy-intensive
exports such as steel and aluminum.
eA carbon tax would raise the cost of

Indian-made goods in the EU.

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism

eProducts entering the EU would be charged at the border.
e A tax like this would promote low-carbon, resource-efficient manufacturing.

eEncourage producers to invest in more environmentally friendly technologies.

Way forward for Indian Industry 'i'

¢ Indian companies should spend more on renewable electricity.
e India might implement science-based emission reduction objectives.




* Consider the following statements regarding the EU's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism
(CBAM) and its impact on British renewable energy exports:

1. The CBAM will impose CO2 fees on British wind and solar power exports to the EU starting from
2026.

2.The CBAM will increase the profitability of British renewable energy projects by incentivizing
clean energy exports.

3. Analysts predict that the CBAM could make it uneconomical to export excess clean power from
Britain to Europe at certain times.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1land2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c)1and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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CHENNAL

BLITZKRIEG
Estonia’s Sahil Chauhan smashes
quickest T20I century

-~

INSTAGRAN GECACSICRET

Estonia’s Sahil Chauhan {144 n.o., 415, 6x4, 15x6) on Monday hit 3
e rbcoed foe

Loftia Eason 3-ball affort apulost Mepal aadier this year saml stso

broke the

HEAVY CRITICISM

Coach Kirsten slams Pakistan
team’s lack of unity: re;

K. DEEPAR

-
Pakiztan head coach Gary Kirsten said there was “no unity” in the.
side_“They call it 3 team, but & n't 3 team. They aren't supporting

each ather; everyone is separated. I've

warked with mary tears,
= Worsten said to

only in

tches:

Netherlands ski

r Edwards

-~
Nethertands captain

Echwards said his tearm defvered only

Seott
Ppatches of good cricket in its T20 Workd Cup campaign. “We had
£ood patches throughout the tournament. ¥ou just cannot afford

but I've never seen such
reports.

-quality sides. You are out here to win the game.

Edwards said after his side’s loss to Sri Lanka.

4-4-0-3

Ferguson's all-maiden spell
highlight of NZ's win over PNG

(Bouit 2714, Southee T

sco s
Ferguson 3/0. Sodhi 2/29) lost to NZ 79/3 in 122 overs (Conway 35,
Toss:

Mocea 2/4);

: NZ; PoM: Fergusa

.

Pant —a breath of fresh air for India

For the left-hander. there are only

reactions to each delivery and no predetermined dassical tri

TS

while batting: the smooth sideways movement

and the athletic pouching with the big gloves is the reward for the strenuous rehabilitation he had to undertake after the horrific accident

TZ0 WORLD CUP

LAUDERMILL

ven at nets, there is

| D

Rish-

abh Pant goes about his bu-
siness when compared

T batters in the lndtnn

team.
The slow, low pitches in

Virar s all the
right 2
nique, backiift, and feet

ing tradi
unable 2 adapt to this new
challen,

Pant, oﬁen batting next
to Kohii in the adjacent
net, is doing the opposite.

igge: «
wrist to send a length ball

stump inswinger over the
wicketkeeper. Watch the
ball, react, repeat.

If is this simplistic ap-
proach that has made Pant
the top run-scorer among

indian batters in the ICC
Men‘s T20 W P

on . his prepared
niess for the Super & stage
have been

nocnp‘ele.
The team manage-
ment's decision o move

southpaw was at his best in
the game against Pakiscan,

making a e

The standings

Fiery Tanzim helps
Bangladesh progress

ARNOS VALE

Bangladesh qualified_for
Super & of the T20

Super & stage in the West
indies. The 26-year-old is

the X- factor who carries the
geam's hopes in this tourna-

R World Cup after a 2l-run
victory over Nepal on
a 3 o 1 ¥ 1337 Sunday.
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Slovakia stuns Belgium as VAR denies Lukaku twice

victory over wasteful Belgi-

um in European Cham-
pionship Group E on
Monday.

It was Belglum's first
loss in 16 games under
coach Domenico Tedesco
and a flashback to a disas-
trous 2022 World Cup cam-
paign, akkhough it did have
two goals ruled out by
VAR.

Unfortunate

Both were from the boot of
Romelu Lukaku, the first
for offside and the second

0% side -

minutes, but

la:ked s Qintend touch and
o

Mit men: Schranz beats Casteel for Stowaki

when they did find it they
were denied by the VAR
and scrambling Slovakia
defence.

S Jjoined Roma-

ne:
Cologne on Saturday.

Long time coming
Earlter, Romania won its
first Euro match in 24

ars. Stunning long range
steliesinseach bakl; ana
from captain Nicolae Stan-
ciu_ and the other
midfielder Razvan Marin,

shocked Serhiy Rebrov's
Ukraine. which had domi-
nated the opening 20
minutes.
The result was all bu
ed

from a corner and pur the
ball across goal for Denis

s winner. Right: Bellingham celebrates his strike. REUTERS, A%

Bellingham was enough for
England to beat Serbia 1-0
in its Group C opener.

Early lead
England took the lead in
the 13th minute when Bel-
lingham burst into the six-
yard box to power home a
header from a deflected

finish-

P
ships, the first being 3 3.2

victory England in
2000.

Meamwhile on Sunday,
an early header by jude

deep in midfield_
Gareth 's side
controlled possession but

struggled to turn its domi-

nation into scoring oppor-

tunities against a Serbian
Side which ¢ defended deep

and ended the first half
with no goal attempts at
the Arena AufSchalke.
Serbia looked livelier in
the second half albeit with-

out creating  clear-cut

Ronaldo’s Portugal set to play
Czechia in Group F opener

LEPZIG

Cristiano Ronaldo can be-

palgn nst the Czech Re-
public. But Ronaldo is not
the only danger for the

Czechs, who are making
thelr elght successive Euro-
pean a

This will be the fourth
the

Martinez and his _men
eased through ifying
for Euro 2024 as the

team to win e.

and
medr.g Rajlovic had <o
make

goals and conceded only

two as it _qualified with

three matches to spare.
Even without Ronaldo,

Ty e cl ge header gal boasts a
in the 77th minute. ble artacking lineup with
SRS T: Barcelona's Jodo Félix, Pa-

€: Belgium O lost 1o
Slovakia 1 [Scheanz

Seoni € Suitvia g Tost 6> Engfand

S Taetingham 13
|

ris Saint-Germain's Gonga-

vever. showed
ed yet by

the top-scarer

Schick arrives at the
tournament full of confi-
dence after helping Bayer
Leverkusen win the

- ys thinks
in big proportions, and we
want to suj him be-




BLITZKRIEG

Estonia’s Sahil Chauhan smashes
quickest T20I century

A INSTAGRAM@ECACRICKET

Estonia’s Sahil Chauhan (144 n.o., 41b, 6x4, 18x6) on Monday hit a
century off just 27 deliveries against Cyprus to break the record for
the fastest ton in T20Is. It bettered Namibia’s Jan-Nicole
Loftie-Eaton 33-ball effort against Nepal earlier this year. Sahil also
broke the record for the most maximums in a T20l innings.



AIFF sacks head coach Stimac

FOOTBALL

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF) on Monday
sacked Igor Stimac as the
head coach of the coun-
try’s senior’s men’s team
following a disappointing
campaign in the 2026 FIFA
World Cup Qualifiers. Sti-
mac, who was appointed
as the head coach in 2019,
was given an extension last
year.

India could not make
the third round of the
World Cup qualifier follow-
ing a 1-2 defeat against Qa-
tar in its final second round
match.

“Noting the disappoint-
ing outcome of the senior
men’s National team’s FIFA
World Cup 2026 qualifica-

Influential: Stimac guided India to four major trophies. AFP

tion campaign, the mem-
bers unanimously agreed
that a new Head Coach
would be best placed to
take the team forward,”
the AIFF said in a state-
ment. “A notice of termina-
tion has been issued to Mr.
Stimac by the AIFF Secre-
tariat, and he stands re-
lieved of his obligations
with immediate effect.”
The 56-year-old Stimac,

who was part of the Croatia
team that made the semifi-
nals of the 1998 World Cup,
had taken charge of the
Blue Tigers in 2019, after
the departure of Stephen
Constantine.

Under Stimac, India
won four major trophies,
including two SAFF Cham-
pionships, one Interconti-
nental Cup and a Tri-Na-
tions Series.




Nickname(s) The Blue Tigers

All India Football
Federation (AIFF)

Confederation AFC (Asia)
Sub-confederation SAFF (South Asia)

Association

Head coach TBA

Captain Gurpreet Singh Sandhu
Most caps Sunil Chhetri (151)!]
Top scorer Sunil Chhetri (94)!"]

Home stadium Various

FIFA code IND
(1] 0o
First colours Second
colours
FIFA ranking
Current 121 ¥ 4 (4 April 2024)/?]
Highest 94 (February 1996/2])
Lowest 173 (March 2015/2))

First international

Pre-independence:
Australia 5-3 India
(Sydney, Australia; 3 September 1938)
Post-independence:
e India 1-2 France || §§
(London, England; 31 July 1948)

Biggest win

= INdia 7-0 Sri Lanka NEA
(Bangalore, India; 7 December 1963)

Biggest defeat

Ell Soviet Union 11-1 India 5
(Moscow, Soviet Union; 16 September 1955)

Summer Olympics
4 (first in 1948)
Semi-finals (1956)

Appearances
Best result
Asian Cup
5 (first in 1964)
Runners-up (1964)

Appearances
Best result
Asian Games
11 (first in 1951)
Champions (1951, 1962)
SAFF Championship
13 (first in 1993)

Champions (1993, 1997,
1999, 2005, 2011, 2015,
2021, 2023)

Appearances

Best result

Appearances

Best result
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THE CONGRESS Moaday an-

the recencdly. conchuded Lok
ha elections and is required
@ vacate one of themn. While he
defeated BjF"s Dinesh Pratap
£h to win Rae Bareli by
O30 votes. he WAayan

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

GRID MANAGERS STRUGGLE TO AVERT OUTAGES

Alarm bells

¥7.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR. 712

heatwave pushes up peak demand,

Power Ministry asks utilities to be on high alert

could have 2 Cascading impact on
the countrys grid. and also

AGGAM WALIA
& ANILSASH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 17

AMIDST A sweltering heatwarve
adanapeselsaginigict

northern region has been wit-
it dinse 20

by

nessing a

of powe
Scvoes state 3nd central utiities,

e i neac
On Monday. i touched the high-
-eve
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of a grid cutage in Punjab that
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%
riaess secrow: Seuce: CEA

hach was sucoessfully met But
Sich high demand has led ©

Whi
consusmpeionioad inthe country’s
2

9 killed, over 40 injured as goods train
rams Kanchanjunga Express in Bengal

Loco pilot of goods
trainamongdead;
Minister says
probe underway
todetectlapses

SWEETY KUMARI
NEW JALPAIGURI, JUNE 17

NINE PERSONS were killed and

3t beast 40 injured after the

Sealdah-bound Kanchanjunga
rtala was

com the rear in

Express
2 goods train

wias the impact of the
collision that three coaches at
the rear of Kanchanjunga
Express derailed between

ni and Chhatashat sta-
under the Northeast
Railway zore. Rescue ef-
forts began swiltly but it took 2

tions.
I

Human error, disregard
for signal by loco pilot of
goods train: Initial probe

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK.
RAVIK SHATTACHARYA

NEW DELHI, KOLKATA, JUNE 17

THE RAIL accident near New
Jalpaiguei station that claismed

1 Express also show that
the automatic signailing system
o the line was down and the
frains were given ‘papes line
dlearance’ by the Rangapanista-
tion manaser o

The fmoods train had rammed

the Kanchanpunga Express from
the rear. three of its

Nepet
A

. e
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Gupta extradited
from Prague to US,
family in dark until
detention in NY

His family has reached out to Govt
officials but there's ‘no response’ yet

DIVYA A& RITIKA CHOPRA
NEW DELHI JUNE 17

INDIAN NATIONAL Nilkhil Gupta,
accused of being involved in 3
nuser-for-hire plot agxinst Sikh
Separatist Gurpatwant Singh

& believed to have List spoken
biz Camily members on the
phore “Tive to six
Shcedt what the famihys nexe
steps were, the source added:
74T see what Bappent e
w. they are hoping to
K to him. They h.

Pannun.
Czech Republic 1o the United

ed noc silty. his attorney
Jeffrey Chabrowe was quoted
Sayi: PIL

Tying m fighe biscase legalyin
Clooking

i by
The famsly had no ingimation
from esther the Czech govern-
ment or theis Liwyers in Prague
e government’s final de-

and Emerging Technology (JCET)

2cn

extradition on Friday. “He

coaches.
~Prima facie. it appears to
be human error but we will

DEMOCRACY FOR
CONG ONLY FOR
GANDHIS: BJP race 7

CASE NOW WITH NIA

sers out because of the
2

‘good:
Monday. 71

Reasi attack: Passing
car drivers saw waiting
militants, finds probe

A driver told police one of the militants

was in black, sporting ared bandana

bus full of pilgrims™ and were
spotted by several car drivers

before the artack
With the heip of one of the
drivers. e have made a
Sictchi of one of the Saspects s
forces continue to hunt

he MLack on a bes full of pil-
grims on their way to the Mata
Devishrine cnjuneSleft

et rscens dead and 4
The cace has Deen ans:

NEERAJ CHOPRA had o spend
oSt nighes ac

Lage tossing and turning in
his godd o

before his mnedal Sinaing
eflortathe fokyoGames Jetlag
e evening Visit by anti-dop-
g slevthe and weere rea-
sons he couldn T even catch forty
- The savelin theower was-

Sketch of asuspected
ant prepared by police

ferred from the local police 1o the
National hwﬁugauon Agency
on the directions

ter the incident. 3
team of senior officers of NIA,
headed by an IG rank officer

know more after the inquiry.
2

Radwary
Varma Sinha told reporters.
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

NDA, INDIA try to reach consensus on
Speaker, Opp wants Dy Speaker post

Cong's K Suresh, most senior member, likely pro-tem Speaker

LIZ MATHEW
& NIKHILA HENRY
4 DELHL JUNE 17

VWITH THE new Lok Sabha set 50
aSpesieron ke 26, the
ruling and Opposition

Kodilcunnil

Suresh,
eight-time
MP is most
seniorin LS

and the O

the post of Deputy Speaker.

Sources in the NDA said the
allies will agree to a BJP choice.
but only after consultations.
While the JDXU) has already an-
nounced that it will support

MORE REPORTS

PAGE 7

part Ajit Doval
oy

(Gupea)is Bkely w be produced Andr that the Czech
in the coust on Mondy.” said 3 Ministry of Justice’s decision
upea CONTINUED ONPAGE 2
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NSAs meet: India, US
pledge to deepen

partnership in critical
and new technologies

US National Securiey Advisor Jake

Minister Narendra

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DEL HI JUN:

INTHE first official visit from the

¥ in Niew Delhi On Moaday. A

Minister Narendra Modi who
Eweeted: “Tidia is committed to
funther strengthen the Inda-IS
comprebensive global strategic
partnership for global good ™~

the post of the pressding offices.
According to sources. the
NDA s pitching for

parties agree but are pointing
st that according 1o comvention
the O,

EXPRESS NETWORK

SECURITY | PRESEF.CE

't alone in dealing with this or-
deal. t the heart of

For the first time, the Indian

every success or fai at
the workd's srandest zporting
spectacte s

And so, at the July 26 &
August 11 Paris Olympics, the
ractian contingent will be accoem-

par
Sure that the athletes aren't
steep-deprived Europe’s long
daylight hours in

ton. the
Association (10A >-appointed
smedscal team is likely to install
steepe

wil
also be given a ‘travel sleeping
i

the Ofympics months. 00 can
play tricks with the minds of
those not used to the sun rising
as early as 4 am and setting as
late s 11 pena

. an expert
i opimising sleep foe perform-
ance and recovery in sportaper-
sons who will be

sensus, the TDP will not insiston
ayone. At the NDA meeting. we
conT 2

per
first tesvn from 2014, the

post wenkt to AIADMICS M
Thamix i B cernained
Vacant inlast Lok Sabha.

Won’t work for Yadavs & Muslims, they
didn’t vote for me, says Bihar JD(U) MP

SANTOSH SINGH
PATIGA JUNE 17

CLAIMING THAT Musiims and
s il Tyt wose for him in the:

Lok Sabiha etectione. Devern

Chandra Thakur. newly elected

JD {(U) MP from Sitamarhi in

Bihar, said Mondary that be-

ot do any work for them”™.

Sleep advisor, sleeping pods & kits: 1

Bihar Legislative
Council. drew sharp criticism

©em not just the rival RJD but
also froen his cwn pasty”
ded

Modi was re-elected for 2 third-
term. US National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan met
National Security Advisor Ajt
agreed to strengthen

of areas —

comemitment 1o ~ensure we stay
atthe keading of innovaton
and enhancing coordination
with like-minded natons 1o de-
Eiver secure. reliable. and cost-
solu-

Defence technology. Space.
Artificial Intefligence, High-
i, creicsd

SullAv.n\,v-hoksnnlndnma
two-day official visit begi:
Monday, also met Externat
Affairs minister S i

Sioes for the ndian and Amercan
people and our partners around
The workd.” i said.

They underscored the vital
importance of ~adapting our
rechnology protection toolki

Snd resoived to prevent the
akage of sensitive and dual-

e

Adaressing a function in

Doval and Sultivan chaired the
the Indi

RJD's Acjun m 'S Yadav. in the

stituency sa
Musims did noe vote for hism

i which they ~set the vision for
x chapter of our strategic

Sullivan aiso met Prime

ndia’s Plan Zzzz for its Paris

Pt o e mieepmviseealiod

epaperindianexpressicom gy

Dr Monika

challenges and mitigate their
consequences.” Dr Sharma said.
A fellowship from

of

dreams

In her initial conversations.
Dr Sharma said she observed
that “ignorance about sleep s

sasd anxsety in the build-up to
the Olymples. ctue paeanans of

Her first step has been 1o educate
them and then design ~sieep

the dectsion “groundbreaking
and for

and the ener,

where the quality of
Steep will the

of the Azhietes® vuu;e are all
o

aim essentially s tode-
vel)p an which

Dr Smrrulns.\kn.lfybegu
with India’s ath-

icive. The Olympic
Village s a stressful environ.
ment: not sdeal sieeping condi-

rions. ppoet and help
the athietes in coping with the

number of bours.

Keepirg thesr identities con-
fidential Dr Sharma said she’s
classified

ones who are

etes.
to meet them in person and
“belp them identify their chai-

and remove some of the
evs to good steep™.

alien 1o this concept. a bunch

who have expe«-enled s»eep

deperhationat previcus.
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2




9 nations kept updating N-arsenals in 2023

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 17

NINE NUCLEAR-ARMED
nations including the US, Rus-
sia,France,China,India and Pak-
istan, continued to modernise
their nuclear arsenals and sev-
eral of them deployed new
nuclear-capable weapon sys-
tems in 2023, a Swedish think-
tank said on Monday.
Initsanalysis,the Stockholm
International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI) said China's

nuclear arsenal increased from
410 warheads in January 2023
to 500 inJanuary 2024,anditis
expected to keep growing.

The report said some 2,100
of the deployed warheads were
kept in a state of high opera-
tional alert on ballistic missiles,
and nearlyall of them belonged
to Russia orthe US.However, for
the first time China is believed
to have some warheads on high
operational alert, it said.

The SIPRI said nine nuclear-
armed states-- the US, Russia,

the UK, France, China, India,
Pakistan, North Koreaand Israel
--continued to modernise their
nuclear arsenals and several
deployed newnuclear-armed or
nuclear-capable weapon sys-
temsin 2023.

Of the total global inventory
of an estimated 12,121 war-
heads in January 2024, about
9,585 were in military stock-
piles for potential use, it said.

Anestimated 3,904 of those
warheads were deployed with
missiles and aircraft -- 60 more

thaninJanuary2023 --andrest
were in central storage, it said.

“Around 2,100 of the
deployed warheads were kept
in a state of high operational
alert on ballistic missiles.
Nearly all of these warheads
belonged to Russia or the US,
but for first time China is
believed to have some war-
heads on high operational
alert,"the report said.

The SIPRI said Russia and
the US together possessalmost
90% of all nuclearweapons.



Modernization: Nine nuclear-armed nations (US, Russia, France,
China, India, Pakistan, North Korea, Israel) modernized their arsenals

in 2023.

Deployments: Several countries deployed new nuclear-capable
weapon systems.

China's Arsenal: Increased from 410 to 500 warheads from January
2023 to January 2024.



e Operational Alert: 2,100 deployed warheads on high alert, mainly
from Russia and the US; China has some on high alert for the first
time.

* Global Inventory: 12,121 warheads globally; 9,585 in military
stockpiles, 3,904 deployed.

* Major Holders: Russia and the US possess nearly 90% of all nuclear
weapons.l



Consider the following statements regarding the modernization of nuclear arsenals in 2023 as reported by
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI):

. Nine nuclear-armed nations continued to modernize their nuclear arsenals and deployed new nuclear-
capable weapon systems in 2023.

. China's nuclear arsenal increased from 410 to 500 warheads between January 2023 and January 2024.

. Around 2,100 deployed warheads are kept in a state of high operational alert, with nearly all belonging to
China and the US.

. Russia and the US together possess almost 90% of all nuclear weapons globally.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1and 2 only
b) 1, 2, and 4 only
c) 3and 4 only
d) 1,2 3 and4



Rise in market valuation:
India tops the charts

Top 10 countries by m-cap ($ trm)
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end change
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cap. India's market cap - 'ndia 2 A
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trillion as of December o Hong W 4.7 9.2
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in m-cap rankings by {
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the period.
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Mumbai most costly Indian city for expats: Survey

BISWAJIBAN SHARMA
New Delhi, June 17

MOVINGTO A different city or
country forwork and opportu-
nities is essential but can be
daunting.A major factor influ-
encing such decisionsis unde-
niably the cost of living in the
newlocation. However,varying
economic conditions make
some cities more expensive for
expatriates.

India's financial capital,
Mumbai, has emerged as the
most expensive cityin the coun-
try for expatriates in terms of
cost of living.

In a survey published by
Mercer, Mumbai has risen 11
spotstorank 136th globallyas
the most expensive city for
expatriates. Delhi also made it
into the top 200, climbing to
164th place.Chennai'sranking

fell by five positions to 189th.
Similarly, Bengaluru declined
by six spots to 195th. Hyder-
abad’s position remained
unchanged at 202. On the
other hand, Pune has moved
up eight placestoreach 205th,
while Kolkata has also
advanced,gaining fourspotsto
secure the 207th position.

Meanwhile, Hong Kong has
once again claimed the top spot
as the most expensive city for
expatriates,according to Mer-
cer’s2024 Cost of Living’report.
The Asian city, which also
topped the annual list in 2022
and 2023, was closely followed
by Singapore, in second place.
Following closely behind are
Zurich, Geneva, and Basel, all
located in Switzerland.

The survey, which evaluates
the cost of living in 227 cities
across the globe, takes into

account factorssuchashousing,
transportation, food, clothing,
household goods, and enter-
tainment. Factors that con-
tributed to high living costs in
2024 include expensive hous-
ing markets, high transporta-
tion costs, higher cost of goods
andservices,inflation,exchange
rate fluctuations, utilities, local
taxes and education.

“Highliving costs may cause
assignees to adjust their
lifestyle, cut back on discre-
tionary spending or even strug-
gle to meet theirbasic needs.To
offset these challenges,employ-
ers can offer compensation
packages that include housing
allowances or subsidies or pro-
vide other support services.
They can also explore alterna-
tive talent sourcing strategies”
said Yvonne Traber, Mercer’s
Global Mobility Leader.

12024 COST OF LIVING CITY RANKING
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e Cost of Living: Mumbai is the most expensive city in India for expatriates,
ranking 136th globally.

e Other Indian Cities: Delhi (164th), Chennai (189th), Bengaluru (195th).

* Global Rankings: Hong Kong tops the list, followed by Singapore and Swiss
cities (Zurich, Geneva, Basel).

e Factors: High costs in housing, transportation, goods, services, inflation,
exchange rates, utilities, taxes, education.

e Impacts: High costs may lead to lifestyle adjustments for expatriates;
companies might offer compensation packages.



e Consider the following statements regarding the cost of living for expatriates in Indian
cities as per Mercer's 2024 Cost of Living report:

1.Mumbai is the most expensive Indian city for expatriates and ranks 136th globally.
2.Delhi is ranked 164th globally in terms of cost of living for expatriates.

3.Chennai and Bengaluru rank within the top 150 globally for cost of living for expatriates.
4.Hong Kong is ranked as the most expensive city globally for expatriates.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1, 2,and 4 only
b) 1 and 4 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d1,2 3 and4
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* Recently, the Truenat, a rapid molecular diagnostic test for pulmonary and extrapuimonary TB
and rifampicin-resistant TB, was hailed at the 77th World Health Assembly in Geneva.
o Trvenaf:

* This portable, battery-operated machine can deliver results in less than an hour and can test
for over 40 diseases.



* In India, it is used at over 7,000 primary and community health centres under the
National TB Elimination Programme, and in around 1,500 private labs.

* The World Health Assembly (the decision-making body of the WHO) appreciated India’s
effort to eliminate TB and recognized India's innovative initiatives including the use of
Truenat machines and handheld X-ray devices as potential global models.



* Handheld X-ray devices are used in India's TB programme to diagnose TB in
challenging operational environments.

* The WHO reports over 10 million new cases of TB every year.

* India accounts for 27% of the global TB burden. Over 1,400 patients die
from TB every day in India



Tuberculosis (TB) is an infectious disease that affects the lungs.
Tuberculosis is preventable and curable.

Prevention

§ Seek medical intervention if
symptoms persist

U If at a higher risk (HIV patients),
get tested for TB.

U Practice good cough hygiene:
Wear a mask and avoid
contact
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" ® Coughing droplets
0 Prolonged exposure from a patient

Symptoms of TB:

Chest pain
Weakness
Weight loss
Fever

Night sweats
Prolonged cough

® 1.6 million deaths in 2021 Worldwide

® 13" |eading cause of death

® |ndia aims to achieve the UN's TB-related
SDGs by 2025, five years ahead of the
global target to end the TB epidemic by
2030.

\_ #Tuberculosis

Ni-kshay Programme

® Nikshay Mitra are individuals or
groups who adopt one TB patient for
their treatment for a period of 6
months

e Provision of free drugs and
diagnostics

® Ni-kshay Poshan Yojana for
nutritional support to TB patients y
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* Consider the following statements regarding the Truenat diagnostic test:

1.Truenat is a portable, battery-operated machine that can diagnose both
pulmonary and extrapulmonary TB.

2.1t is used in India under the National TB Elimination Programme and in
private labs.

3.The World Health Assembly recognized Truenat as a global model for TB
diagnostics.

4.Truenat can deliver test results in less than an hour.
 Which of the above statements are correct?

* a)1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only

c) 1, 2, and 3 only
)1,2,3,and 4



Digital Agri Mission



* The Union government will announce a Rs 2,800 crore Digital
Agriculture Mission.

 — The agricultural sector, which Is estimated to constitute 18
percent of India’s GVA in FY24, is the bedrock of the nation’s
economy.

a. India ranks second-largest producer of fruits, vegetables,
tea, farmed fish, sugarcane, wheat, rice, cotton, and sugar. The
horticulture production was 355.25 million tonnes which is the
highest ever for Indian Horticulture (as per third advance
estimates).



About the Mission

Digital Agriculture Mission will pave the way for creation of a nationwide
farmers registry, crop sown registry, and georeferencing of village maps.

A budgetary allocation of Rs 28,00 crore has been made for the mission and it
will be rolled out over the next two years (till 2025-26).

The launch of the mission was initially planned in 2021-22 but due to Covid-19
outbreak, it could not be rolled out nationally.




Components

One of the components of the mission is to create a farmers’ registry, in which
every farmer will be given a unique ID
The mission also envisages a crop sown registry.

« This will have a record of crops sown by a farmer on his land.

It will help better planning and estimation of crop production.



* Progress

» A pilot project has been undertaken across 6 districts — Farrukhabad in Uttar
Pradesh, Beed in Maharashtra, Gandhinagar in Gujarat, Fatehgarh Sahib in
Punjab, and Virudhunagar in Tamil Nadu.

« Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra have already started generation of farmers’
ID.

* The unique farmer ID will allow launch of new value-added services and
farmers will be able to avail various government schemes including PM-
Kisan and Fasal Bima Yojana through this ID.

|t will also enable them to avail financial services like farm loans and
Insurance.



1.The Digital Agriculture Mission has a budgetary allocation of Rs 2,800 crore.
2.1t aims to create a nationwide farmers registry and crop sown registry.

3.The mission was initially planned to be launched in 2021-22 but was delayed due to the
Covid-19 outbreak.

4.Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the 17th instalment under the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi as part of the mission.

 Which of the above statements are correct?

* a)1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2,and 3 only
d)1,2,3,and 4



30 vears of UN Land
Convention



17 June 2024 will mark the 30th anniversary of the Bonn-based United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD).

About United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)

It was adopted in 1994 and It is the first and only internationally legally
binding framework set up to address the problem of desertification.




It is based on the principles
of participation,
partnership and

decentralization — the

backbone of Good
Governance.

Members : There are 197
Parties to the Convention,
including 196 country
Parties and the European
Union.




» Status of India : India became a sighatory to UNCCD on 14th
October 1994 and ratified it on 17th December 1996.

 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is the nodal
Ministry in the Government of India for the UNCCD, and Desertification
Cell is the nodal point within the Ministry to co-ordinate all issues
pertaining to the Convention.



» Status of India : India became a sighatory to UNCCD on 14th
October 1994 and ratified it on 17th December 1996.

 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is the nodal
Ministry in the Government of India for the UNCCD, and Desertification
Cell is the nodal point within the Ministry to co-ordinate all issues
pertaining to the Convention.



* Consider the following statements regarding global land degradation trends
and efforts:

1.From 2015 to 2019, the world lost over 100 million hectares of productive
land annually.

2.Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean have experienced
land degradation rates slower than the global average.

3.Botswana reduced land degradation from 36% to 17% of its territory and
committed 45.3 million hectares to Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN)
measures.

4.The Dominican Republic decreased its proportion of degraded land from
49% to 31% between 2015 and 2019.

 Which of the above statements are correct?

* a)1and 3 only
b) 2 and 4 only

c) 1, 3, and 4 only
)1,2,3,and 4



Armenia



« Armenia becomes the 43rd signatory of the Artemis Accords, a set of
principles for global space exploration cooperation led by NASA.




e What are Artemis Accords?

* The Artemis Accords, established in 2020 by NASA and seven founding member nations,

including the US, are a set of non-binding principles aimed at guiding civil space
exploration.

* With 43 signatories, including India (signed in 2023), the accords promote peaceful,

sustainable, and transparent cooperation in space, grounded in the Outer Space Treaty of
1967.



* Armenia is a landlocked country in the mountainous Caucasus region between Asia and
Europe.

* Yerevan is the capital. Armenia was the first state to adopt Christianity as its official
religion.

* It underwent the Armenian genocide during World War |. After periods of independence
and Soviet rule, it became independent in 1991.



RUSSIA

UKRAINE
KAZAKHSTAN
GEORGIA
ARMENIA
YEREVAN®
TURKEY
AZERBAIJAN
SYRIA
IRAQ IRAN
SAUDI
ARABIA

© Encyclopeedia Britannica, Inc.
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Let’s learn English




 Dinner:

* Definition and Timing:

* "Dinner" can refer to a meal taken at mid-day or in the evening, typically the
main meal of the day.

e Historical Context:

* |n Britain, working-class people traditionally had their dinner in the
afternoon, while the middle and upper classes had it in the evening.

e Until the late 19th century, most people followed the working-class example,
having dinner at mid-day and a light evening meal called "supper."



e 20th Century Shift:As Britain urbanized, the middle and upper classes
shifted to having a lighter meal in the afternoon, called "lunch," and
their main meal, "dinner," in the evening.

 Modern Usage:Today, "dinner" often refers to an elaborate, formal
meal, typically in the evening, and is associated with social or official
functions.



e Means "use less, use sparingly, not waste."
e Examples: Conserve water during summer, conserve energy.

e Means "keep safe" and "keep unchanged."

e Originates from the Latin word "praeservare," meaning to keep something in safety for future
use.

e Examples: Preserve water by not using it at all, preserving items in their original state without
change.
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