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Issues 1 

In April 2024, the NCERT revised its Political Science curriculum for grades 11 and 12. 

The revisions resulted in the omission of references to several contentious events in Indian history, 
including the Babri Masjid demolition, the Gujarat riots, and the role of Hindutva in Indian politics. 

The NCERT justified these changes as routine updates to reflect the government's current stance. 

Critics, however, argued that the revisions were politically motivated and aimed at downplaying 
the role of these events in shaping modern India



• Issues 2 

• According to Apoorvanand, a University of Delhi professor, Narendra Modi’s 
Hindu nationalist government "seeks to portray India as a historically Hindu-only 
land".

• He adds, "marginalisation of Mughals and Muslims in textbooks mirrors what 
Muslims in Modi’s India are facing in real life.



• Issues 3 

• Around 1800 scientists, educators, science teachers, science popularizers, and 
citizens from various reputable institutions criticized the removal of Darwin's 
theory of evolution from NCERT textbooks, saying that the purging of 
foundational science chapters will seriously handicap students' thought process. 

• They wrote an open letter to the government urging it to continue teaching theory 
of evolution



• ON MAHATMA GANDHI

• ON MAULANA ABUL KALAM AZAD

• ON JAMMU AND KASHMIR

• ON CLIMATE AND ECOSYSTEM

• Other sections removed from NCERT textbooks across various classes 
include information on the Emergency, the Cold War, and the Naxalite 
movement, among others.

• The industrial revolution was scrapped from the Class 11 textbook.

• References to Dalit writer Omprakash Valmiki have been removed from the 
social science textbooks of Classes 7 and 8.

•



In the Class 6 history textbook ‘Our Pasts – I’, sentences on the hereditary nature 
of varnas, and classification of people as untouchables and rejection of the varna 
system have been removed from the chapter ‘Kingdom, Kings and Early Republic’.

In Class 10, full chapters of 'Democracy and Diversity', 'Popular Struggles and 
Movements' and 'Challenges to Democracy' have been done away with.

Sections of Class 12 topics that have been removed include 'The Story of Indian 
Democracy', 'Social Movements', and 'Patterns of Social Inequality’.





• Consider the following statements about the National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT):

1.NCERT was established in 1961 and is an autonomous organization under the 
Ministry of Education, Government of India.

2.The headquarters of NCERT is located in Mumbai.

3.NCERT is responsible for the development and publication of textbooks used by 
schools following the CBSE curriculum.

4.NCERT organizes the National Talent Search Examination (NTSE) for students of class 
10.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1, 3, and 4 only
c) 2 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, and 4 only







India is the world's second-largest consumer of gold and a major 
importer, mainly to meet the demands of the jewelry industry.

In 2023-24, India's gold imports increased by 30% to $45.54 billion, 
but there was a 53.56% decline in March 2024.

In April 2024, gold imports increased by 208.99% to $3.11 billion 
compared to April 2023, which contributed to a 5-month high goods 
trade deficit of $19.1 billion



Gold Production: 

On the supply side, the gold prices depend on its production 
and mining cost. 

Since most of the available gold has already been mined, new 
production will involve digging deeper into the earth, which is 
expensive.

So when the prices of crude oil and natural gas rise, it 
contributes to the rise in the price of gold.

Top 5 gold producing countries are: China, Australia, Russia, 
Canada and the US.



• Demand by Central Banks:

• Institutional demand, particularly from central banks, drives gold prices to 
record levels.

• They purchase gold to strengthen reserve assets, given its value retention.

• With rising crude oil prices and geopolitical tensions, central banks globally are 
increasing their gold reserves to mitigate risks associated with foreign currency 
reserves.

• As of March 2024, the Reserve Bank of India held a total of 822 metric tonnes of 
gold, with 408 metric tonnes held within the country.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/important-institutions-national-institution-reserve-bank-of-india


Investor Demand:

Whenever stock markets, real estate and bonds fall across the world, 
investors turn to gold to park their funds.

It is considered as a safe haven for investors during periods of uncertainties 
because gold is highly liquid and carries no default risk.











Gold Reserves in India:

As per National Mineral Inventory, total reserves/resources of 
gold ore in India estimated at 501.83 million tonnes as of 2015.

• Largest resources of gold ore located in Bihar (44%), followed by Rajasthan (25%), 
Karnataka (21%), West Bengal (3%), Andhra Pradesh (3%), Jharkhand (2%)

• Karnataka commands around 80% of the nation's total gold output. The Kolar 
Gold Fields (KGF) in the Kolar district is one of the world's oldеst and 
deepest gold minеs.



• Which one of the following groups of items is included in India’s foreign-
exchange reserves? (2013)

• (a) Foreign-currency assets, Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) and loans from 
foreign countries
(b) Foreign-currency assets, gold holdings of the RBI and SDRs
(c) Foreign-currency assets, loans from the World Bank and SDRs
(d) Foreign-currency assets, gold holdings of the RBI and loans from the World 
Bank

•









• CO2 Fees: From 2026, British wind and solar farms exporting to the EU may 
face CO2 fees, despite no emissions.

• Impact: This could make exporting clean power uneconomical and raise 
power prices in Northern Europe.

• Renewable Energy: Analysts predict a reduction in renewable energy 
profits and potential cutback in renewable power generation.

• Negotiations: The UK and EU are in talks to adjust the carbon border tax to 
avoid penalizing British renewables.

• Challenges: Demonstrating low carbon content in exports remains difficult.







• Consider the following statements regarding the EU's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 
(CBAM) and its impact on British renewable energy exports:

1. The CBAM will impose CO2 fees on British wind and solar power exports to the EU starting from 
2026.

2. The CBAM will increase the profitability of British renewable energy projects by incentivizing 
clean energy exports.

3. Analysts predict that the CBAM could make it uneconomical to export excess clean power from 
Britain to Europe at certain times.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3















Modernization: Nine nuclear-armed nations (US, Russia, France, 
China, India, Pakistan, North Korea, Israel) modernized their arsenals 
in 2023.

Deployments: Several countries deployed new nuclear-capable 
weapon systems.

China's Arsenal: Increased from 410 to 500 warheads from January 
2023 to January 2024.



• Operational Alert: 2,100 deployed warheads on high alert, mainly 
from Russia and the US; China has some on high alert for the first 
time.

• Global Inventory: 12,121 warheads globally; 9,585 in military 
stockpiles, 3,904 deployed.

• Major Holders: Russia and the US possess nearly 90% of all nuclear 
weapons.



• Consider the following statements regarding the modernization of nuclear arsenals in 2023 as reported by 
the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI):

1. Nine nuclear-armed nations continued to modernize their nuclear arsenals and deployed new nuclear-
capable weapon systems in 2023.

2. China's nuclear arsenal increased from 410 to 500 warheads between January 2023 and January 2024.

3. Around 2,100 deployed warheads are kept in a state of high operational alert, with nearly all belonging to 
China and the US.

4. Russia and the US together possess almost 90% of all nuclear weapons globally.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1, 2, and 4 only
c) 3 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3, and 4







• Cost of Living: Mumbai is the most expensive city in India for expatriates, 
ranking 136th globally.

• Other Indian Cities: Delhi (164th), Chennai (189th), Bengaluru (195th).

• Global Rankings: Hong Kong tops the list, followed by Singapore and Swiss 
cities (Zurich, Geneva, Basel).

• Factors: High costs in housing, transportation, goods, services, inflation, 
exchange rates, utilities, taxes, education.

• Impacts: High costs may lead to lifestyle adjustments for expatriates; 
companies might offer compensation packages.



• Consider the following statements regarding the cost of living for expatriates in Indian 
cities as per Mercer's 2024 Cost of Living report:

1.Mumbai is the most expensive Indian city for expatriates and ranks 136th globally.

2.Delhi is ranked 164th globally in terms of cost of living for expatriates.

3.Chennai and Bengaluru rank within the top 150 globally for cost of living for expatriates.

4.Hong Kong is ranked as the most expensive city globally for expatriates.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1, 2, and 4 only
b) 1 and 4 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3, and 4



India's TB Diagnostics Tech Wins 
Acclaim at WHA



• Recently, the Truenat, a rapid molecular diagnostic test for pulmonary and extrapulmonary TB 
and rifampicin-resistant TB, was hailed at the 77th World Health Assembly in Geneva.

• Truenat:

• This portable, battery-operated machine can deliver results in less than an hour and can test 
for over 40 diseases.



• In India, it is used at over 7,000 primary and community health centres under the 
National TB Elimination Programme, and in around 1,500 private labs. 

• The World Health Assembly (the decision-making body of the WHO) appreciated India’s 
effort to eliminate TB and recognized India's innovative initiatives including the use of 
Truenat machines and handheld X-ray devices as potential global models.



• Handheld X-ray devices are used in India's TB programme to diagnose TB in 
challenging operational environments.

• The WHO reports over 10 million new cases of TB every year.

• India accounts for 27% of the global TB burden. Over 1,400 patients die 
from TB every day in India





• Consider the following statements regarding the Truenat diagnostic test:
1.Truenat is a portable, battery-operated machine that can diagnose both 

pulmonary and extrapulmonary TB.
2.It is used in India under the National TB Elimination Programme and in 

private labs.
3.The World Health Assembly recognized Truenat as a global model for TB 

diagnostics.
4.Truenat can deliver test results in less than an hour.
• Which of the above statements are correct?
• a) 1 and 2 only

b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2, and 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3, and 4



Digital Agri Mission



• The Union government will announce a Rs 2,800 crore Digital 
Agriculture Mission.

• – The agricultural sector, which is estimated to constitute 18 
percent of India’s GVA in FY24, is the bedrock of the nation’s 
economy.
a. India ranks second-largest producer of fruits, vegetables, 
tea, farmed fish, sugarcane, wheat, rice, cotton, and sugar. The 
horticulture production was 355.25 million tonnes which is the 
highest ever for Indian Horticulture (as per third advance 
estimates).



About the Mission

Digital Agriculture Mission will pave the way for creation of a nationwide 
farmers registry, crop sown registry, and georeferencing of village maps.

A budgetary allocation of Rs 28,00 crore has been made for the mission and it 
will be rolled out over the next two years (till 2025-26).

The launch of the mission was initially planned in 2021-22 but due to Covid-19 
outbreak, it could not be rolled out nationally.



• Components

• One of the components of the mission is to create a farmers’ registry, in which 
every farmer will be given a unique ID

• The mission also envisages a crop sown registry.

• This will have a record of crops sown by a farmer on his land.

• It will help better planning and estimation of crop production.

•



• Progress

• A pilot project has been undertaken across 6 districts — Farrukhabad in Uttar 
Pradesh, Beed in Maharashtra, Gandhinagar in Gujarat, Fatehgarh Sahib in 
Punjab, and Virudhunagar in Tamil Nadu.

• Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra have already started generation of farmers’ 
ID.

• The unique farmer ID will allow launch of new value-added services and 
farmers will be able to avail various government schemes including PM-
Kisan and Fasal Bima Yojana through this ID.

• It will also enable them to avail financial services like farm loans and 
insurance.



1.The Digital Agriculture Mission has a budgetary allocation of Rs 2,800 crore.

2.It aims to create a nationwide farmers registry and crop sown registry.

3.The mission was initially planned to be launched in 2021-22 but was delayed due to the 
Covid-19 outbreak.

4.Prime Minister Narendra Modi will release the 17th instalment under the Pradhan 
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi as part of the mission.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 2, and 3 only
d) 1, 2, 3, and 4



30 years of UN Land 
Convention



17 June 2024 will mark the 30th anniversary of the Bonn-based United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD).

About United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)

It was adopted in 1994 and It is the first and only internationally legally 
binding framework set up to address the problem of desertification.



It is based on the principles 
of participation, 
partnership and 

decentralization – the 
backbone of Good 

Governance.

Members : There are 197 
Parties to the Convention, 

including 196 country 
Parties and the European 

Union.



• Status of India : India became a signatory to UNCCD on 14th 
October 1994 and ratified it on 17th December 1996.

• The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is the nodal 
Ministry in the Government of India for the UNCCD, and Desertification 
Cell is the nodal point within the Ministry to co-ordinate all issues 
pertaining to the Convention.



• Status of India : India became a signatory to UNCCD on 14th 
October 1994 and ratified it on 17th December 1996.

• The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is the nodal 
Ministry in the Government of India for the UNCCD, and Desertification 
Cell is the nodal point within the Ministry to co-ordinate all issues 
pertaining to the Convention.



• Consider the following statements regarding global land degradation trends 
and efforts:

1.From 2015 to 2019, the world lost over 100 million hectares of productive 
land annually.

2.Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean have experienced 
land degradation rates slower than the global average.

3.Botswana reduced land degradation from 36% to 17% of its territory and 
committed 45.3 million hectares to Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) 
measures.

4.The Dominican Republic decreased its proportion of degraded land from 
49% to 31% between 2015 and 2019.

• Which of the above statements are correct?
• a) 1 and 3 only

b) 2 and 4 only
c) 1, 3, and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3, and 4



Armenia



• Armenia becomes the 43rd signatory of the Artemis Accords, a set of 
principles for global space exploration cooperation led by NASA.

•



• What are Artemis Accords? 

• The Artemis Accords, established in 2020 by NASA and seven founding member nations, 
including the US, are a set of non-binding principles aimed at guiding civil space 
exploration. 

• With 43 signatories, including India (signed in 2023), the accords promote peaceful, 
sustainable, and transparent cooperation in space, grounded in the Outer Space Treaty of 
1967.



• Armenia is a landlocked country in the mountainous Caucasus region between Asia and 
Europe. 

• Yerevan is the capital. Armenia was the first state to adopt Christianity as its official 
religion. 

• It underwent the Armenian genocide during World War I. After periods of independence 
and Soviet rule, it became independent in 1991.





Fun fact 





Let’s learn English 



• Dinner:

• Definition and Timing:
• "Dinner" can refer to a meal taken at mid-day or in the evening, typically the 

main meal of the day.

• Historical Context:
• In Britain, working-class people traditionally had their dinner in the 

afternoon, while the middle and upper classes had it in the evening.

• Until the late 19th century, most people followed the working-class example, 
having dinner at mid-day and a light evening meal called "supper."



• 20th Century Shift:As Britain urbanized, the middle and upper classes 
shifted to having a lighter meal in the afternoon, called "lunch," and 
their main meal, "dinner," in the evening.

• Modern Usage:Today, "dinner" often refers to an elaborate, formal 
meal, typically in the evening, and is associated with social or official 
functions.



Conserve vs. Preserve:

Conserve:

• Means "use less, use sparingly, not waste."

• Examples: Conserve water during summer, conserve energy.

Preserve:

• Means "keep safe" and "keep unchanged."

• Originates from the Latin word "praeservare," meaning to keep something in safety for future 
use.

• Examples: Preserve water by not using it at all, preserving items in their original state without 
change.









Thank you 
guys.


