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U.S. lawmakers call on Beijing to
hold dialogue with Dalai Lama

China’s claim of having "ancient’ ties with Tibet is Tidiculous: they say: US. will not let China interfere in the succession’ of
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U.S. lawmakers call on Beijing to
hold dialogue with Dalai Lama

China’s claim of having ‘ancient’ ties with Tibet is ‘ridiculous, they say; U.S. will not let China interfere in the ‘succession’ of

the Dalai Lama, says US. House Foreign Affairs Committee chair; will take ‘resolute’ steps to defend sovereignty, says China

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ays after the U.S.
DHouse of Repre-
sentatives passed

the Resolve Tibet Act that
called upon the Chinese
government to engage with
the Dalai Lama, an influen-
tial group of U.S. lawmak-
ers met the Tibetan spiri-
tual leader at Dharamshala
in Himachal Pradesh on
Wednesday.

Addressing a rare public
meeting, they stated that
the United States will not
allow Beijing to interfere in
the “succession” of the Da-
lai Lama.

The delegation, led by
the Republican chair of the
U.S. House Foreign Affairs
Committee Michael
McCaul, expressed a firm
U.S. position on Tibet and
described China’s claim of
having ancient links with
Tibet as ‘ridiculous’.

“Our support for the Ti-
betan people is unwaver-
ing. Your dreams for better
days remain alive. Beijing
is relocating entire com-
munities under the guise
of development activities.
We know they are trying to
control Tibetan Buddhism.

It is time for Beijing to en-
gage in unconditional dia-
logue with His Holiness,”
Representative ~ Gregory
Meeks said, addressing the
public gathering in McLe-
odganj, the seat of the Cen-
tral Tibetan Administra-
tion.

An Indian official source
said the U.S. lawmakers are
on a “private visit” and de-
clined to address the re-
marks made by them.

China on Tuesday had
said it will take steps to sa-
feguard its sovereignty.
“China will take resolute
measures to firmly defend
its sovereignty, security
and development inter-
ests,” Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson, Lin
Jian said on Tuesday.

Speaking at the begin-
ning of the event, Mr.
McCaul recollected the cir-
cumstances that surround-
ed the exile of the Dalai La-
ma in 1959 and how he led
80,000 followers across
the Himalayas into India to
safeguard the unique Tibe-
tan culture and way of life.

“Decades later, the Chi-
nese Communist Party
(CCP) continues to threa-
ten the freedom of the Ti-
betan people. They have

=
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Former U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Tibetan spiritual
leader Dalai Lama greet each other in Kangra on Wednesday. ANI

even attempted to insert
themselves into the succes-
sion of the Dalai Lama. We
will not let that happen,”
said Mr. McCaul, directly
addressing the issue of the
reincarnation of the Dalai
Lama.

The visit by the U.S. de-
legation comes days before
the 89th birthday of the
14th Dalai Lama, at a time
of speculation about the fu-
ture of the institution of
the Dalai Lama, which has
held the Tibetan diaspora
together since the late
1950s.

Mr. McCaul also had an
hour-long interaction with
the Dalai Lama, and gener-

ously praised the elderly
spiritual figure, lauding his
commitment to non-vio-
lent methods to advance
the cause of Tibetans.

‘Chinese propaganda’

The text of the Resolve Ti-
bet Act, which has been
passed by both Houses of
the U.S. Congress, has sev-
eral references to ‘self-de-
termination’ in the context
of the future of the Tibetan
people, and this was re-
flected in the statements of
the visiting delegates.
“This Bill makes it clear
that the U.S. believes that
Tibet has its own unique
language, religion, and cul-

ture. It has a right to self-
determination,” said Mr.
McCaul.

Mr. Meeks also criticised
the Chinese position on Ti-
bet and described China’s
claims to the region as
“propaganda”.

U.S. Representative Jim
McGovern, a Democrat
and one of the major sup-
porters of the Tibetan
cause in the U.S. Congress,
made a forceful speech on
the future of Tibet, saying
that the U.S. government
would never “waiver” in its
support to Tibet.

The presence of the U.S.
lawmakers in Dharamshala
was also a “sign” to Beijing
that the U.S. leadership
will ensure the “basic
rights of the Tibetan peo-
ple under international
law”, he said.

Mr. McGovern insisted
that he supported peace
with China, but argued
that the “human rights of
every person on this planet
have to be respected”.

Former U.S. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi also
sent a strong message to
the Chinese leaders and
said the Dalai Lama’s con-
tribution will endure for a
long time.
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The Dalai Lama is the spiritual leader of Tibetan
Buddhism and, historically, the political leader of
Tibet.

The title "Dalai Lama" means "Ocean of Wisdom"
and is given to the foremost spiritual leader of
the Gelug school of Tibetan Buddhism.

The current and 14th Dalai Lama is Tenzin
Gyatso, born on July 6, 1935.

He has been a significant figure in advocating for
the autonomy and rights of Tibetan



Selection Process of the Dalai Lama

The process of selecting a new Dalai Lama is a unique and complex
spiritual tradition within Tibetan Buddhism.

Death of the Dalai Lama: The selection process begins upon the death
of the current Dalai Lama.

Search for Reincarnation: High lamas and Tibetan monks embark on a
search for the reincarnation of the Dalai Lama. This search is based on
signs, visions, and spiritual indications that lead them to identify a
young boy believed to be the reincarnation of the previous Dalai Lama.



Consulting Oracles and Visions: The high lamas
may consult oracles, have dreams, or meditate to
receive spiritual guidance about the location and
identity of the reincarnated Dalai Lama. The most
important oracle consulted is the Nechung Oracle.

Identification: Signs such as the direction of smoke
from the cremation of the previous Dalai Lama,
visions seen in sacred lakes, and other mystical
signs guide the search. Once the search area is
determined, the lamas look for boys born around
the time of the Dalai Lama’s death who exhibit
certain spiritual qualities.



 Testing the Child: Potential candidates are
subjected to various tests. These might
include recognizing personal items belonging
to the previous Dalai Lama, demonstrating
knowledge and wisdom beyond their years,
and showing an affinity for spiritual
practices.

* Confirmation: Once a child is identified and
tested, the high lamas confirm the choice.
This process involves further rituals and
ceremonies to ensure the authenticity of the '
reincarnation. /
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Enthronement: After confirmation, the child is
taken to Lhasa (or in exile, to Dharamshala,
India) and formally recognized and enthroned as
the new Dalai Lama. He then undergoes
extensive training and education in Buddhist
scriptures, philosophy, and practices.

Public Announcement: The identification of the
new Dalai Lama is publicly announced, and he is
introduced to the Tibetan Buddhist community
and the world.



The current Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, was identified through this
traditional process and enthroned in 1940.

The selection process is deeply rooted in Tibetan Buddhism's
spiritual and cultural traditions, emphasizing the continuity of the
Dalai Lama’s spiritual lineage.




How China Occupied Tibet

The occupation of Tibet by China is a complex historical event that unfolded primarily during the

20th century. Here’s a detailed account of the key events that led to China's control over Tibet:

Historical Context:

e Tibet has had a unique cultural, religious, and political identity distinct from China for centuries. It was a theocratic
state under the leadership of the Dalai Lama.

e Historically, Tibet had periods of independence and periods when it was under varying degrees of influence from
Chinese, Mongol, and British powers.



Early 20th Century:

In the early 1900s, Tibet declared its independence after the fall of
the Qing Dynasty in China.

Despite its declaration, Tibet was not widely recognized as an
independent state, and China still considered it part of its territory.




People's Republic of China (PRC) Formation:

In 1949, the Chinese Communist Party, led by Mao Zedong,

established the People's Republic of China (PRC).

One of the PRC's objectives was to consolidate its territories,
including Tibet, which it viewed as part of its sovereign territory.




Invasion of Tibet (1950):

In October 1950, the People's Liberation Army (PLA) of China invaded
eastern Tibet, in what they called a "peaceful liberation" of the region.

The Tibetan army, ill-equipped and vastly outnumbered, was quickly
defeated.




* Seventeen Point Agreement (1951):

* In 1951, Chinese representatives pressured
Tibetan officials into signing the Seventeen
Point Agreement. This agreement ostensibly
guaranteed autonomy and religious freedom
for Tibetans while acknowledging Chinese
sovereignty over Tibet.

* The agreement was signed under duress and
is widely regarded by Tibetans as
illegitimate.

/
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Consolidation of Control:

Over the next decade, China consolidated its control over Tibet, integrating
it into the Chinese administrative framework.

The Chinese government implemented various reforms, including land
redistribution and attempts to diminish the power of the Tibetan nobility
and monastic system.




1959 Uprising:

In March 1959, a large-scale uprising erupted in Lhasa, the capital of
Tibet, against Chinese rule.

The uprising was brutally suppressed by the PLA, resulting in significant
casualties and destruction.

The Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, fled to India with thousands of followers,
establishing a government-in-exile in Dharamshala.




Cultural Revolution:

During the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), religious and cultural practices
in Tibet were severely repressed.

Monasteries were destroyed, religious artifacts were looted, and Tibetans
faced widespread persecution




Current issue

U.S. lawmakers have urged China to engage in unconditional dialogue with the Dalai Lama.

The call follows the passage of the Resolve Tibet Act by the U.S. House of Representatives.

The Act emphasizes that the U.S. will not allow China to interfere in the succession of the Dalai
Lama.

U.S. lawmakers, including Gregory Meeks, met the Dalai Lama in Dharamshala, India.




They stressed the importance of Tibet's sovereignty and self-
determination.

China's Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian stated China would take
measures to defend its sovereignty.

The visit coincided with the 89th birthday of the 14th Dalai Lama.

U.S. lawmakers described China's claims on Tibet as 'propaganda’.




The presence of
U.S. lawmakers
Was seen as a sign

of support for
Tibetan rights
under
international law.

The Resolve Tibet
Act references the
self-determination
of the Tibetan
people and their
basic human
rights.




* Consider the following statements regarding the recent visit of U.S.
lawmakers to Dharamshala:

1.The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Resolve Tibet Act, urging
China to engage in dialogue with the Dalai Lama.

2.The visit of the U.S. lawmakers coincided with the 89th birthday of the 24th
Dalai Lama.

3.U.S. lawmakers criticized China's position on Tibet, describing China's
claims as '‘propaganda’.

4.China's Foreign Ministry spokesperson stated that China would take
measures to defend its sovereignty.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C.1,2,3,and 4
D. 1, 3, and 4 only




Paddy MSP up 5.35%
as Centre clears hikes
for 14 kharif crops

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet gave its
nod to raise the minimum
support price (MSP) for
paddy by 5.35% to ¥2,300
per quintal for the upcom-
ing 2024-25 kharif market-
ing season, a decision that
comes ahead of the As-
sembly elections in Harya-
na, Maharashtra, Jhark-
hand and Delhi.

In the first major deci-
sion of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s third term in
office, the Cabinet ap-
proved MSP hike for all 14
kharif season crops, in
alignment with the govern-
ment’s “clear policy” of
keeping MSPs at least 1.5
times above the cost of
production as calculated
by the government, Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said. However, only four of
these crops have MSPs that
will provide farmers with a
margin of more than 50%
above production costs.

They are bajra (77%),
followed by arhar dal
(59%), maize (54%), and
black gram (52%).

Paddy, the season’s key
crop, will see an MSP in-
crease of 117 per quintal,
which will allow farmers a
margin of exactly 50%. The
hike comes despite the fact
that the government alrea-
dy holds a record stockpile
of rice, more than four
times the required buffer,
but is significant ahead of

M

Qilseeds, pulses get
the highest absolute

increase over the
previous year

the upcoming elections in
key States. Kharif sowing
usually begins in June with
the onset of the southwest
monsoon, while the crop
marketing season will run
from October 2024 to Sep-
tember 2025.

‘Boost to farmers’

This year’s MSP hike is like-
ly to result in a total finan-
cial implication of T2 lakh
crore, about ¥35,000 crore
higher than the previous
season, Mr. Vaishnaw said,
adding that this would
boost farmers’ incomes.
The highest absolute in-
crease over the previous
year has been recommend-
ed for oilseeds and pulses,
with the MSP for nigerseed
rising ¥983 per quintal, fol-
lowed by sesamum, which
saw an increase of T632 per
quintal.

To reduce the country’s
dependence on import of
pulses, the government
has increased the MSP of
arhar dal to ¥7,550 per
quintal and by %124 for
green gram beans to
78,682, There is an in-
crease of 3501 each in the
MSPs of cotton (medium
staple) to 7,121 and ¥7,521
per quintal for cotton (long
staple).

(with PTI inputs)




The Union Cabinet approved a 5.35% increase in the Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for paddy to 22,300 per quintal for the 2024-25 kharif marketing
season.

The decision precedes assembly elections in Haryana, Maharashtra,
Jharkhand, and Delhi.

The Cabinet approved MSP hikes for all 14 kharif crops, aligning with the
government's policy of keeping MSPs at least 1.5 times above the cost of
production.

Only four crops have MSPs that offer farmers more than a 50% margin
over production costs: bajra (77%), arhar dal (59%), maize (54%), and
black gram (52%).




Paddy will see an MSP increase of X117 per quintal, providing a margin of
50%.

The hike aims to boost farmers' incomes, with a total financial implication
of X2 lakh crore, 35,000 crore higher than the previous season.

The highest absolute increase in MISPs is for oilseeds and pulses, with arhar
dal seeing an increase to X7,550 per quintal and green gram beans to
X8,682 per quintal.




* Cotton MSPs have been increased
by X501 per quintal, with medium
staple cotton at X7,121 and long
staple at X7,521 per quintal.




* Consider the following statements regarding the recent MSP hikes
approved by the Union Cabinet:

1.The MSP for paddy has been increased by 5.35% to X2,300 per quintal for
the 2024-25 kharif marketing season.

2.The decision on MSP hikes precedes the general elections in India.

3.The government's policy is to keep MSPs at least 1.5 times above the cost
of production.

4.The highest absolute increase in MSPs is for oilseeds and pulses.
* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 3 only
B.1, 3,and 4 only
C.2 and 4 only
D.1,2,3,and 4
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Manipur conflict a ‘law and
order problem’, says Oram

“This is the first time a Union Tribal Affairs Minister has

about the conflict; he says the

situation is being handied by the Home Ministry, in coordination with State govt. and Governor

NEW DELHL
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At least nine persons dead
after consuming spurious
liquor in T.N’s Kallakurichi

S. Prasad
KALLAKURICHI
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district on

in top
STt e bt e
meeting met Mr. Singh
and briefed him about the
measures being taken to
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duled Tribes
While lhax has been
termed

from villages.
am. who was the
countrys first Tribal Af-
fairs Minister after the Mi-
v was created in 1999,
also held the portfolio bet-
ween 2014 and 2019 in the
first Narendra Modided
Union Cabinet.

The conflict in Manipur
began on May 3. 2023, af-
ter a State-wide protest
march was heid by all tri-

o, e e viclence conti-
nued and conflice
raged on. de:ades—long dif-
ferences bet

t'xl.rs Ritnister Arjun Munda

Wednesday, officials said.
While six of them died in
Kx.'l'lahmnht three omers

died sa-
lem district: The toll & ex-

gedies in Villupuram and
Chengalpattu districts.

Chief Minister M.K Sta-
lin ordered the sus

steumtion: Collector Sravan Kimar Jatevath enquiring
about the health of a patient from Karunapuram. 5.s.

will be taken If the publh:
inform about

More than 66 persons

on June expe-
riencing symptoms, in-
uding of breath,

ness and repeated bouts of

of Pol-  are
Samay Singh Meena In various hospitals — 17 Three of victims
=1 (he transfer of Collec-  have been referred to the aified as R. Suresh, 40;
tor Sravan Kumar J. th. of Post- M. Selvam M. Aruc
Besides, he has also or.  mraduate Medical Educa gham Praveen, 29; Se-
dered a CB-CID probe inte  tion and Research (Jipmer)  kar, 59, died early on Wed-
the tragedy. in Puducherry. eight to Go-  nesdayin thelr houses.

Arrest made

a social media message,
ﬂle Chief Minister sald he

shocked and saddened
0 hear about the death of
people nsumed
spurious liquor. “Those in-
Volved In the crime have
been arrested. Action has

a silence,
refuslng 1o answer ques-
tions on the issue.

taken against the
officials who failed to pre-
wvent it. Immedsiate action

vernment Mohan Kumara-

lam Medical College

and Hospizal in Salem, and

four to Villupuram Medical

College K
Acc

from a vendor in

Three more persons - Na-
ray: v, and
Subramani - who had been
admitted to the hospital in

uram._
They had consumed it

ing and
their condition is said to be
critical.

Panels set to
probe Cong.
poll debacle
in key States

NEW DELHI

congess president Malli-
Kharge on Wednes-
day formed faceBnding

i
duded Lok Sabha polls.
e announcement was

made by general secretary
n) K.C. Venu-

e el for M.
Pr. udes Prithviraj
Chavan, Saptagiri Ul

During ¢
Wworking Committee meet-
ing. Mr. Khai d an-
nounced that he would

form committees to exa-
mine why the party per-
formed poorly n some
States.

‘Both trains were on
same track, gateman
had informed station’

KOLEATA

The inquiry by the Com-

issioner of Railway Safe-
RS Ao June 17 ac-
cident

of the aimn, re-
cording their statements.
Surendra ar, Divi-

the Division of
Northeast Frontier Rail-
way, said the statements of

and

officials at the station.

'I'he m.:ldem ook place
betwe ngapani
and Charterhat stations at
8.55 a.m. in West Bengal's
Darjeeling district.

porters of the Rangapani
station were also recorded.
The inquiry has found that
a gateman informed
the panl raftway sta-
tion about a goods train

track

junga
Express had left a littde
whnk

- Ruamar said the CrS
was mvesnganng if the m-
was by

Railways to fill 18,799 vacancies
for assistant loco pilots in 16 zones

CHENNAL

Amid an increasing num-

or train acci-
prata il pressure from
trade unions to fill vacan-
cles in the safety catego-

the huge number of vacan-
cies be filled.

Too few hands: The increasng number of major tram sccdents
have led to pressurs from trade Lnions to Fill vacancies. AILE FHOTO

way management express-
ing concern that the crew
was bel

ment to fill vacant posts of
loco piots comes against

ing
owing to a shortage of staff
and forced to work more
than 12 to 20 hours at a
stretch which was detri-
mental to train operations.

ducted by Cl
stoner ijhr-y S:Iety ,_.,
nak Garg. Is likely to

Crew
Soon after the Railways
notified recruitment to
5.696 posts of assistant lo-
co pilots in . the All
India Loco Running Staff
Association (AILRSA) made

representations to the Rail-

ope:
The Railway Board, in a

asked all
Zonal Railways to take im-
mediate action for process-
ing the indent of enhanced

the of recent

train accidents in

deaths or cous injuries

to passengers and also a
the number

co pilots (of the goods
had =

HC finishes hearing
on case against T.IN.
Revenue Minister

train) s, in Mr.
the signal Later, it was | CHENNAIL ‘Thennarasu’s case.

<laimed that they not All three suo revi-
follow the prescribed | The Madras High Court on  sions were clubbed. Since
speed limits. In another | Wednesday wound up the  Advocate-General P.S. Ra-

without flling up vacan-
gles, was deploying availa-

Rama-
y a trial coure in

{DVAC). the judge said the
verdict would be reserved
shor
Reassuring the counsel
that they were arguing be-
fore a neutral judge, who
would not hesitate to even
close the suo motu revision
if he found the

fre:
the hearing on similar suc
moru  revision

procedures to have been

arpe of Fi-
nance Minister
Thennarasu and  former
Chief Minister o.
Pannee:

ble
ol S e

demanded

the Railway Recruit.
ment Board.
The large-scale recruit-

Board first satd that the lo-

headqua:
Slong with 30 hours of pe.
riodical rest once a week.

rselvam.
After senior counsel S.
R

, the judge di-
rected the High Court Re-
stry the case

Judge =aid the crigger o
visions

that the DVAC had filed a
charges] against the ac-
cused when they had

India and U.S. work out strategies to scale up
collaboration on critical minerals under iCET

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India and the U.S. are look-
ing to “quickly~ conclude a
bilateral agreement on fur-
theri

< n on
critical minerals n
the US Department of

ndustry and
of Mines, and @
i

S
resowrces: in July 2023, India released a G5t of 30 minerals

ey
critical for the country. T

fact sheet issued on June 17
on the India-U.S. Initiative

has been looking to ac-
quire mines abroad in ad-

India has Incorporated a

joint venture
Khanlj Bidesh India Lid.

the supply chain of critcal
for

countries by facilitating in-

contri-  vestment in identified

blocks of these minerals in

RoOw erupts over visit
of Australian deputy
envoy to West Bengal

NEW DELHE

Australian Deputy High
&

per Ltd and Mineral Explo-
Lad

The fact sheet also
spoke of the establishment
ia-U.S. advanced

McCaffrey was conveyed a
“no objection™ to meet offi-
clals in the West Bengal go-

ration and C
— with the objective of ac-

ploring opportunities for

for Critical and

South America and a rare
earths d in Africa. to
responsibly and sustaina-

dive critical miner-

bly diversify
al supply chains> said a
cm g
n

dition to explo-
ration within the country.

teased
critical for the

To enable this, the Mines
evelop-

and de-
velopment forum to ex-
pand collsboration  bet-

unl\vmltles. national labo-
ratories, and private sector
researche:

I-xplorlng oppor(un ities
for ation in the
oicat minerats sector Ui
bilateral collaboration in

1

The Mines Ministry has
joined the mineral s
led

MMDR Amendment

by the U.S.
which aims to enhance
cooperation In  securing

for
um-iron-boron metal, alloy
making, and

th Depart-

an -appro-
priate”  lewvel, official
sources sald on Wednes-
day after the Trinamool
Congress accuse

Centre of rejecting hix re-
quest to meet three Minis-
ters in the Mamau Baner-

goves nt.

“A po objection was con-
veyed to the Australian De-
puty High Commissioner

d on the principle of
of-

NDA government of not al-
lowing the lian de-

Annurag
Batra elected
to global TV
academy

cHENNAL

Annurag Batra, founder of
and

puty envoy to meet the Mi-
nisters in the West Bengal
government. They also al-
leged that the Centre was
creating hindrance in West
Bengal geuing forelgn !r--

Chairman of BW Business-

ston
joins a group of over 00
members from about 60

vestment. M.
sought

of his planned visit to West
Bes

Chief of a forelgn mission &
Junior to Ministers in State
and that is

The clarification. came

the world's leading televi-
and medsa firms.

dia, creating a new plat-

and rel.




India and U.S. work out strategies to scale up
collaboration on critical minerals under iCET

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India and the U.S. are look-
ing to “quickly” conclude a
bilateral agreement on fur-
thering cooperation on
critical minerals between
the U.S. Department of
Commerce and the Indian
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry and the Ministry
of Mines, and to drive a
partnership in supply
chains for graphite, galli-
um, and germanium.

One of the aims will be
to promote “India’s vital
role in the mineral security
partnership, including
through co-investing in a
lithium resource project in
South America and a rare
earths deposit in Africa, to
responsibly and sustaina-
bly diversify critical miner-
al supply chains,” said a

¥ falw

Key resources: In July 2023, India released a list of 30 minerals

critical for the country. PTI

fact sheet issued on June 17
on the India-U.S. Initiative
for Critical and Emerging
Technology (iCET) dia-
logue, chaired by the Na-
tional Security Advisers of
the countries.

In July 2023, India re-
leased a list of 30 minerals
critical for the country and

has been looking to ac-
quire mines abroad in ad-
dition to expanding explo-
ration within the country.
To enable this, the Mines
and Minerals (Develop-
ment and Regulation) Act,
1957 was amended through
the MMDR Amendment
Act, 2023.

India has incorporated a
joint venture company
Khanij Bidesh India Ltd.
(KABIL) with equity contri-
bution from three Central
Public Sector Enterprises —
National Aluminium Com-
pany Ltd, Hindustan Cop-
per Ltd and Mineral Explo-
ration and Consultancy Ltd
— with the objective of ac-
quiring critical mineral as-
sets abroad to ensure con-
sistent supply of critical
minerals to the Indian
domestic market.

KABIL is presently ex-
ploring opportunities for
acquisition of critical min-
erals assets like lithium and
cobalt in Australia, Argenti-
na and Chile.

The Mines Ministry has
joined the mineral security
partnership led by the U.S.
which aims to enhance
cooperation in securing

the supply chain of critical
minerals for the member
countries by facilitating in-
vestment in identified
blocks of these minerals in
resource-rich countries.

The fact sheet also
spoke of the establishment
of an India-U.S. advanced
materials research and de-
velopment forum to ex-
pand collaboration bet-
ween American and Indian
universities, national labo-
ratories, and private sector
researchers.

Exploring opportunities
for collaboration in the
critical minerals sector like
bilateral collaboration in
technologies for neodymi-
um-iron-boron metal, alloy
and magnet making, and
collaboration with Depart-
ment of Energy entities,
are also listed among the
objectives.



CRITICAL oo

DEPENDENCE ON

MI N ERALS CRITICAL MINERALS

WHAT ARE Mineralsdeemed critical vary by country. The United States classifies 35 minerals as critical because they are:
CRITICAL e essential to economic and national security,

MINERALS? ° from vulnerable supply chains, or
* e akey part of the manufacturing of a product. '

TORPE{';‘(%UNSE%'|ET?CT:|LAT CRITICAL MINERALS ARE EVERYWHERE

MINERALS

Tel L : Lithium is
elecommunications used to create
and electronics batteries.

Energy | |
Helium is used [ﬁ B make LD

Potash is used
in fertilizer.

Defence In MRIs. screens.

Strontium is
used in
fireworks.

Aerospace Uranium is used
in radiation
therapy.

Transportation




Critical minerals for which India is 100% import-dependent

Mineral i Major application

Lithium | Rechargeable batteries, ceramics

Cobalt | Rechargeable batteries and superalloy

Nickel Stainless steel, superalloys, rechargeable batteries
Vanadium Alloying agent foriron and steel, batteries
Niobium Steel and superalloys, construction, transportation
Germanium Fiber optics and night vision applications
Rhenium Superalloys, aerospace and machinery use
Beryllium Alloying agent in aerospace and defense industries
Tantalum Electronic components, mostly capacitors and in superalloys
Stronium Aluminium pigments and fillers, glass, magnets

Source: A report on Unlocking Australia-India Critical Minerals Partnership Potential by
Australian Trade and Investment Commission, July 2021/ Critical Minerals of India report



CRITICAL MINERALS: INDIA’S NET IMPORT RELIANCE (2020)

Critical Mineral
Lithium
Cobalt
Nickel
Vanadium
Niobium
Germanium
Rhenium
Beryllium
Tantalum
Strontium

Zirconium(mon){

Graphite (natural)
Manganese

Chromium
Silicon

%age

100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
100%
80%
60%
50%
2.5%
<1%

Major import sources

Chile, Russia, China, Ireland, Belgium

China, Belgium, Netherlands, US, Japan

Sweden, China, Indonesia, Japan, Philippines

Kuwait, Germany, South Africa, Brazil, Thailand
Brazil, Australia, Canada, South Africa, Indonesia
China, South Africa, Australia, France, US

Russia, UK, Netherlands, South Africa, China

Russia, UK, Netherlands, South Africa, China
Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, Malaysia, US
China, US, Russia, Estonia, Slovenia

Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, Malaysia, US
China, Madagascar, Mozambique, Vietnam, Tanzania
South Africa, Gabon, Australia, Brazil, China

South Africa, Mozambique, Oman, Switzerland, Turkey
China, Malaysia, Norway, Bhutan, Netherlands

Source: ‘Unlocking Australia-India Critical Minerals Partnership Potential’, Australian
Trade and Investment Commuission, July 2021




India and the U.S. are working towards a bilateral agreement to
enhance cooperation on critical minerals.

The collaboration involves the U.S. Department of Commerce and the
Indian Ministry of Commerce and Industry, and the Ministry of Mines.

The partnership aims to ensure supply chains for critical minerals like
graphite, gallium, and germanium.




The initiative falls under the India-U.S. Initiative for Critical and
Emerging Technology (iCET) dialogue, chaired by the National
Security Advisers of both countries.

India released a list of 30 critical minerals in July 2023, vital

for the country's supply chain.

India has formed a joint venture company, Khanij Bidesh India
Ltd. (KABIL), with contributions from three Central Public
Sector Enterprises to acquire critical mineral assets abroad




KABIL is exploring opportunities to acquire mines in countries
like Australia, Argentina, and Chile.

The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)

Act, 1957, was amended through the MMDR Amendment
Act, 2023, to facilitate the acquisition of mines abroad.

The fact sheet from June 17, 2023, outlines the
establishment of an India-U.S. advanced materials research
and development forum to foster collaboration.




* The partnership also includes co-
investing in a lithium resource
project in South America and a
rare earths deposit in Africa.




* Consider the following statements regarding the India-U.S. collaboration on
critical minerals:

1.India and the U.S. are working towards a bilateral agreement to enhance
cooperation on critical minerals under the India-U.S. Initiative for Critical and
Emerging Technology (iCET) dialogue.

2.I2r6%i§1 has listed 50 critical minerals vital for the country's supply chain in July

3.Khanij Bidesh India Ltd. (KABIL) is a joint venture company formed to acquire
critical mineral assets in india , with contributions from three Central Public
Sector Enterprises.

4.The collaboration includes co-investing in a lithium resource project in Africa and
a rare earths deposit in South Africa .

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

*A.1,2,and 3 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2and 4 only
D. 1 only
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Fire

ts iconic tourist lo

in West Be:

. NO injuries

Ammmmmzmmmu

Beﬂgll‘s diserice
gutted the entire -
Forest department Niraj Si:

Shore chrewt coud have s parked off the blaze.

ED arrests man linked
to hawala syndicate

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has arrested a
3

on char;

Ting &

rson on un,
Connection with a case mvolving & hawala

syndicate dhiroush wi

‘hich funds collected from

overseas

were being
mvoices. The accused,

ep Mago. was produced before a special
court that sent him to ED custody till june 23.

NEW DELII

Researchers working to

cell disease — India
one of the first countries to

do 50, Mr. Srinivas sasd.
He was speaking at the
Conclave on Gen-

a gene

l ndia is getting closer
therapy for sickle cell

January
2555 on the laboratory

\led.lcal Sciences (AIIMS),
researchers were

(maﬂng sickl

erating Awareness on Sick-

try in collaboration with
the Birsa Munda Centre at
the AlIMS.

Union Tribal Affairs Mi-

clave,
but said it was important to
T and_ coordinate
with groundlevel health-
care workers such as ASH-
As and anganwadi workers
for theee plans to be bnple-
mented properl:
il be. he ones

vy 1

far. Otam
akd.

Officials of the Tribal Af-
fairs Ministry told The Hin-
d that the “good news-

r. Nayyar was referring to
ris el tert v thhe toms thiat

CRISPR-Cas9. a ool to

Tribal Affairs Ministry official 53y the government was expecting to
russry

hear “good news" by Ja 2025 on laboratoey tests being run. AP
comes months af-

are currently being run by
the Council ter the U.S. Food and Drug

I of Scientific

nd
Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology (CSIR-

the CRISPR-Cas9 technolo-
gy for a cellbased gene
therapy to treat sickle cell
disease in December 2023,

Making it cost-effective
Ministry officials said one
of the main challes for
India was to find a way to

make this therapy cost-ef-
fective. Devel

India eyes breakthrough agalnst sickle cell

e thet ne-edi tic blood disorder that has a high prevalence
rate among the 5(:]1edulcd l‘n’be: Tribal Affairs Ministry wants ground-level hc—.llthcan \murkms a\lch as ASHAS trained to screen for the disease

RNA to insert a changed ge-
etic code at the sites of the
on.

‘While there are a few

on the mission, which was
launched by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi in July
2 the

tors, experts,

mia.
Part of this mission is to
so conduct over seven

tem consists of an enzyme
that behaves like molecu-
lar scissors, which can be
directed to cut a piece of
DNA at a precise location.
“This will then allow a guide

ML Oram said the unlon

Tnment was comm

fed to working e lhe slclde

cell disease

Tission and called for off:

cu]s from across Ministries
deparuments to ensure

xhn‘ grassroots  workers

MMinister, a series of techni-

ase, managing tl
disease, and other ssues.

DGCA issues

‘The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued an advisory to air-
lines and s to

measures to promote gen-
der equality, and recom-
mended measures such as
return-to-work policies for
women on a career break,
training programmes

cabin crew to help them b
versify their skills, and lea-
dership and _mentorship

Two militants killed

in J&K gunfight; man
held over Reasi attack

forces

Pesvsads The militants were
SRINAGAR = cd in a battle
Two with sccuri

in Ha

were killed and two securi-

the arrest of a local man
who

PM inaugurates Nalanda
University campus in Bihar

PATNA

Prime Minister Narendra
inaug-

Nalanda University, an in-

S avere Injnead in the

close to the site of the an-
clent ruins of Nalanda at
Rajgir in Bihar.

that Nalanda

the injured was said w© i
st

Earlier in the day. edu-
cational institutions in the
Hadipora area were closed
in the wake of the ongoing

logistic  support  to
militants".

An Army spokesperson
orces, in-

break in service due to pa-
renting needs.

The regulator has also
asked them to develop a
zero solerance pollcy -
wards sexual harassm
2nd train crmployecs o dis.
pel biases against women_

gunﬁgh: in the Hadipora
“Two terrorists have

been Lilled in the encoun-

ter. Incriminating

rials, arms and ammuni-

tion were recovered.” the

police said.

Security agencies said
they were in the process of
fying the militants
and their afiliation.

Two security persol
an Army jawan and a poli-

xeard\

the second encoun-
i eaiskh ETant e e e ety
Kashmir in the past three

The J&K Police said they
arrested an  over-

is a symbol of India’s aca-

nams of fire cannot des-

The campus of Nalands University has an
amphitheatre that can seat 2,000 people. SXCHIBAGPATRANX

an mnmy respect, o
pride

‘Wide representation
He expressed his happi-
ness over o of

suit of philo-  © Arvind Panaga-

sophical. historical and  riva and lnterim Vice-
udies” and at  Chancellor Abhay Kumar

the fourth summit in Thai- Singh were present.

land in 2009. In his address, Mr. Modi

shift loca-
tion with 14 students and

the
representatives of many
for the

40)., a Rajou

who provided

support to the in
Reasl attack. He has

pment.

Parliament established
Nalanda University
thrcgli' the Nalsnida o-
fversity Act,

lar router Mohita The At famed the m
Senior of | sis for
Police (SSP). dec arrived at I.he se-

rested in

tional Insttution for pur-

ancient ruins will intro-
the work  duce ia's potential to
started i 2017 the world. Nalanda is not
Affairs Minister  just a re; findsa's

past, the heritage of many

S. Jaishankar and I7 Am-
fron 5

m
ing countries attended the

and
linked to it. In days to
event. Bihar Governor Ra- come, Nalanda University
Chief Mi-  will once again become a
. Depu-  major centre for our cultu-
Samrat Choudhary  ral exchai

The ancient Nalanda

Hamare Baarah gets
nod for release after
deleting some scenes

The u Bureau
SMUMBAL

After the makers of the
lﬂl\dl m‘le Hamare Baa-
o delete cer-
tzln scenes the film
and include disclaimers at
certain portions, the Bom-
bay High Court on Wednes-
day gave the go-ahead to
refease the film_ The mak-
ers plan to release the mo-
vie on june 21.
The in the

A pester of Hamore Bacrah. X

seconds

case has also come to a set-
tlement against raising ob-
jections to the flm's re-
lease.  provided the

o
each in the film. The court
has also imposed a cost of
25 hkh on the makers for
releas:

th
AR e il T Sl

P: he order, a Divi-
sion Bench of Justices B.P.
Colabawalla and Firdosh
valla listed out cer-
tain changes and disclaim-
ers to be added in the film,
and said the court will re-
cord the changes in the or-
der.

which is
ag&able to ot the parties,
following changes will

made. The
below shall be

v was
in the 5th century and at-

campus, the PM visited the  tracted students from all
ancient ruins of Nalanda  over the world The an-
and planted a sapling of  cient rsity flows
Bodhi_wee brought for 800 years before it was
from Bodh Gaya. invaders in
Nalanda University  the lAh century.

done before the film is re-

Teligios texx and add two

n Tuesday. the Bench
221 it watehod he film

starring actor Annu Ka-
poor and there was neither

cost on them for releasing
the trafler before receiving
CBFC ce atson.
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13 Thin lad fed some nutrient (4]
1S Withdraw with honour to save name {7)
17 13 without supendsion can act funny, also not {7)

Travel-bag for event (4)

Sat with drink as reported {8)

7 Say, figures that can be seen in eyes (5]
8 Stoking rural ire about government is unconventional {9)
10 To beat is funny, S0 to say! (6]

11 Stokes has tes and fresh idly regularly (8}

12 Composure seen in a card game (8]

Is holding orange jusce st start (8]
Could be age, longing to leave socety (6]
Advantages in setters being cryptic ()
People get beer in Marks & Spencer? {5)

n

Settled laptop due somehow (9]

Drug within iodine stops spread of endemic (8)
Assumed Edward will stem the rot {7}

f

Charge included driver's
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Mental stability vital

If there are a hundred reasons to be happy. a man can find
a o be a

W

=]
i

3

1

peimarily
& unexpected (6)
Female faces troubles and collspses (5]
Awoid socializing primarily with crude person (4]
14 One less than majority? {9)
16 Epics rewritten with people’s illustration (8)
Hot and relevant resding covered (8]
19 Basically tourists wisit spaces built for viewpeints (7)
Shocked that a network's down (6)
Ready husband for a walk (4]
Medico's liquid could be tea perhaps (5)

1
2
3
4 Mysore's embiem maintained in dupticste (8}
s
6
El

cm
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Solution to yesterday's Sudoku
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sals
discourse. But a jnani never loses his peace of mind_

Sage Saunaka says

Yudhishthira is a jnani. The

reason

for this, according to the sage, is that Yudhishthira's intel-
Yok s sirongger han his mind.

0 must have certain qualities to have a sharp in-
celiels, says Saunaka. He must want to listen to words of
wisdom, and he must actually lsten to them. He must ana-
Iyse what he hears.

Whatever he grasps from this analysis must be retained
and not forgotzen. He must try to understand the meaning
of things he did not know till then. He must comprehend
the inner meaning and the import of any advice given by
wise men.

He mast kee, things and
man has these qualities, then he will be saved from e
dangers that come from riches.

Saunaka then recounts what Janaka had said One can
find a cure for diseases of the body. Mental unrest is more
difficult to tackle.

A person who Is mentally disturbed can try yoga, that is
uninterrupted meditation, for relief.

A lot of unhappiness comes from self-pity. We think we
are the only ones suffering in this world and that everyone
else is happy. Our thoughts can affect our health too, and
:el( pny will ruin our health. Envy can affect mental

and bodily health.

Amex




PM inaugurates Nalanda

PATNA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday inaug-
urated the new campus of
Nalanda University, an in-
ternational university,
close to the site of the an-
cient ruins of Nalanda at
Rajgir in Bihar.

Asserting that Nalanda
is a symbol of India’s aca-
demic heritage and vibrant
cultural exchange, Mr. Mo-
di said, “Nalanda is the
proclamation of this truth
that books may burn in the
flames of fire, but the
flames of fire cannot des-
troy knowledge. Nalanda is
an identity, respect, and
pride.”

Wide representation

He expressed his happi-
ness over the presence of
representatives of many
countries for the inaugura-
tion. He said the new cam-
pus proved that Bihar was

on the path of
development.

Parliament established
Nalanda University

through the Nalanda Un-
iversity Act, 2010.

The Act formed the ba-
sis for implementing the
decisions arrived at the se-
cond East Asia Summit in
the Philippines in 2007 for
the establishment of the
university as an “interna-
tional institution for pur-

%

Glorious expanse: The campus of Nalanda University has an
amphitheatre that can seat 2,000 people. @ICHIRAGPASWAN/X

suit of intellectual, philo-
sophical, historical and
spiritual studies” and at
the fourth summit in Thai-
land in 2009.

It started functioning in
2014 from a makeshift loca-
tion with 14 students and

the construction work
started in 2017.
External Affairs Minister

S. Jaishankar and 17 Am-
bassadors from participat-
ing countries attended the
event. Bihar Governor Ra-
jendra Arlekar, Chief Mi-
nister Nitish Kumar, Depu-
ty CMs Samrat Choudhary
and Vijay Sinha were
present.

Before inaugurating the
campus, the PM visited the
ancient ruins of Nalanda
and planted a sapling of
the Bodhi tree brought
from Bodh Gaya.

Nalanda University

Chancellor Arvind Panaga-
riya and Interim Vice-
Chancellor Abhay Kumar
Singh were present.

In his address, Mr. Modi
said, “The renaissance of
Nalanda University near its
ancient ruins will intro-
duce India’s potential to
the world. Nalanda is not
just a renaissance of India’s
past, the heritage of many
countries and Asia is
linked to it. In days to
come, Nalanda University
will once again become a
major centre for our cultu-
ral exchange.”

The ancient Nalanda
University was established
in the 5th century and at-
tracted students from all
over the world. The an-
cient university flourished
for 800 years before it was
burnt down by invaders in
the 12th century.



Foundation and Early Years:

Nalanda University was founded in the 5th century CE by Kumaragupta | of
the Gupta dynasty.

It was located in present-day Bihar, India, and became a renowned center
of learning.




Academic Excellence:

Nalanda was one of the world's first residential universities, with
dormitories for students.

It attracted scholars from across Asia, including China, Korea, Japan,
Tibet, Mongolia, Turkey, Sri Lanka, and Southeast Asia.

The curriculum included a wide range of subjects like theology, grammar,
logic, astronomy, metaphysics, medicine, and philosophy.




Structure and Facilities:

The university was spread over an area of about 14 hectares.

It comprised multiple temples, monasteries, meditation halls,
classrooms, lakes, and parks.

The library, known as Dharmaganja, was a nine-story building that
housed thousands of manuscripts.




* Famous Scholars and Teachers:

* Nalanda was home to many eminent
scholars, including Aryabhata, the great
mathematician and astronomer.

* The Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang (Hsuan Tsang)
visited Nalanda in the 7th century and
studied there for several years. He
documented his experiences, providing
valuable insights into the university.




Patronage and Support:

The university received patronage from various Indian dynasties such as the
Guptas, Harsha, and Pala kings.

Foreign rulers and scholars also contributed to its growth and
development.




Decline and Destruction:

Nalanda University began to decline in the 12th century due to political
instability and invasions.

It was destroyed by Bakhtiyar Khilji, a Turkish Muslim invader, around 1193
CE. The libraries were burned, and many monks were killed or fled.




Rediscovery and Archaeological Excavations:

The ruins of Nalanda were rediscovered in the 19th century by the British
archaeologist Alexander Cunningham.

Extensive archaeological excavations have been conducted since then,
revealing the remains of the ancient university.




Modern Revival:

In the early 2000s, efforts to revive Nalanda University gained momentum.

The Government of India, along with several East Asian countries, initiated the revival project.

In 2010, the Nalanda University Act was passed, and the new Nalanda University was
established near the ancient site.

The new university aims to revive the ancient tradition of Nalanda by promoting higher
education and research in various fields.




Inauguration of New Campus:

The new campus of Nalanda University was formally inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Mod.i.

It includes various schools and departments, such as the School of Buddhist
Studies, Philosophy and Comparative Religion, and the School of Historical Studies.

The new campus is designed to blend modern amenities with the historical and
cultural heritage of ancient Nalanda.




In news

The project to revive Nalanda was officially proposed by President APJ Abdul Kalam in
2006.

In 2007, the Bihar Assembly passed the University of Nalanda Bill to facilitate the
creation of a new international university near the site of the ancient Nalanda.

In 2010, the Indian Parliament replaced this with the Nalanda University Bill, declaring
it a "national importance"” university.



The university received support from 17 countries including Australia,
Bangladesh, and China.

The campus design, selected through an international competition,
was proposed by architect B V Doshi’s Vastu Shilpa Consultants.

The new campus attempts to match the architectural and
geographical setting of ancient Nalanda.

By 2022, 90% of the campus's construction was complete,
accommodating up to 7,500 students and staff.




The university offers two-year Master’s courses, PhD programs, and various
diploma and certificate courses.

Nalanda University has five schools: School of Buddhist Studies, School of
Historical Studies, School of Ecology and Environmental Studies, School of
Languages and Literature, and School of Management Studies.

Ancient Nalanda, active from the 5th to 13th century CE, was a prominent
center of learning with over 10,000 students and 2,000 teachers.




* Consider the following statements regarding the newly inaugurated
Nalanda University:

1.The new campus of Nalanda University is located in Rajgir, approximately
100 km from Patna.

2.The initiative to revive Nalanda University was officially proposed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in 2006.

3.Nalanda University received international support from 17 countries,
including Australia and China.

4.By 2022, 90% of the construction of Nalanda University's new campus was
completed, accommodating up to 7,500 students and staff.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

*A.1,3,and 4 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C.2 and 4 only
D.1,2,3,and 4
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Invisible suffering of Rohingya refugees
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Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs)

More than1billion people, one-sixth of the world’s population, are affected by NTDs, which cause malnutrition,
disfigurement, and social discrimination.

1billion people —Iii . ii'ﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂ"ﬂvﬂ\

children and adults

O O @

INTESTINAL WORMS ONCHOCERCIASIS, the world’s LYMPHATIC FILARIASIS (LF)
infections are caused by exposure to second leading infectious cause of is 3 mosquito-borne worm disease that
contaminated soil through ingestion blindness, is caused by frequent bites by leads to elephantiasis, which can cause
or contact with the skin, infected black flies. body parts to painfully swell.
® © Onchocerciasis is Approximately 120 million
currently present in 36 people have lymphatic filariasis, with
countries and 99% about 40 million disfigured and

of the 37 million
people infected

incapacitated by the disease.

7

+ 270 mi“ion preschool-age children live in Africa.
* 600. II'Il".lOl'I “M"' — Approximately 770,000 people are " 1 20 million
are atvisk of Infection blinded or severely visually impaired A peo ple with LF

by onchocerciasis.




Neglected Tropical Diseases
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Helminth
Pmtnm Rabies ﬂ
;:.\.\/ Cysticercosis
Dengue & Guinea-worm
Chagas Disease Chikungunya Echinococcosis
. . . Foodborne trematodiases
Leishmaniasis
Human African Bacteria Lymphatic Filariasis
Trypanosomiasis Soil-trasmitted helminthiases
Buruli Ulcer
Leprosy Schistosomiasis
Trachoma River Blindness
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Countries that have eliminated at least one NTD as of December 2023
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World
Neglected Tropical
Diseases Day

World Neglected Tropical Diseases Day (NTDs) is a global
healthcare event celebrated on 30th January every year
since 2021 with the goal of celebrating achievements
made toward control of the World Neglected Tropical
Diseases and encouraging everyone to join the growing
movement in eradicating and eliminating Neglected
Tropical Diseases.
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Close to 677 million people in India required
treatment for tropical diseases like dengue,
chikungunya, and snakebite envenomingin 2021.

These diseases are termed as Neglected Tropical
Diseases (NTDs) by the World Health
Organization (WHO).



India had the highest number of people requiring
treatment for NTDs in 2021, followed by Nigeria,
Indonesia, Ethiopia, and Bangladesh.

India had high mortality rates from dengue (17,500

deaths in 2019) and venomous snakebites (50,000
deaths in 2019).

Research funding in 2022 saw a decline in new drugs,
basic research, and diagnostic platforms due to a
focus on COVID-109.




* Consider the following statements regarding Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs):

1.Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) primarily affect populations in tropical and
subtropical regions and have historically received less attention compared to
diseases like HIV/AIDS.

2.In 2021, India had the highest number of people requiring treatment for NTDs,
followed by Nigeria and Indonesia.

3.Global research funding in 2022 prioritized new drugs and diagnostic platforms
for NTDs over COVID-19 research.

4.Successful initiatives have nearly eradicated Guinea worm disease and eliminated
river blindness in many countries.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.1, 2, and 4 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 3, and 4 only



Paucity of funds

Saloni Dattani, Fiona Spooner and Max Roser (2024) - “Neglected Tropical Diseases”, published in Our World in Data

Chart 1: The chart shows the annual research and development funding for NTDs in 2022 ($, adjusted for inflation). Research and
development for NTDs B8 have been historically underfunded compared to diseases like HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria
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Chart 3: The chart shows the technologies for which the global research and
development funding for infectious diseases was spent
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South Afric

WOrn in

Rama
for second full term as President

-~

South Africa’s Cyril Ramaphoss was.
kened African National Congress (ANC]

25 Presicent after his weal

=

swoen in for 2 second full term

struck a hard-won government coabtion deal to remain i power.

The 71-year-old Ramaphesa is
the coming day=, a= talks wit!

o announce his cabinet in

h coalition members contnue. AFP.
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Myanmar authorities arrest 22
for marking Suu Kyi's birthday

~
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TAIFER
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Philippine V-P Sara Duterte

Cabinet ahead of midterm election

-~

Lai Ching-te said that China was to

force the setf-ruled island into submession but that it would not bow
2o pressure. Speaking at a Wednesday press conference marking his

first month in office, Mr. Lai said: “The annexaticn

of Tamwan is

naticnat policy of the People’s Republic of China™ are

resigned from the Cabinet of President

said an
Marcos, with

tense refations between the two famiies turming into 3 public rift in
recent months. Ms. Duterte gave no clear reason for her move but
ini Pl
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Russia, N. Korea sign defence pact,
vOow to assist each other if attacked

Kim savs the two countries have a fiery friends]
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tes.
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d the leaders ex-

‘Israel’s use of heavy
bombs in Gaza Strip
violates laws of war”’

mercy: The UN repert cits
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the level of an alli ¥ S Se- that the seri
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e the suspected use of up to

Little
2,000 pound bombs o residential busidings and schools AFP

es of Israeli
strikes, exemplified by the

2 higher level.

North Korea and the
former Sowiet  Union
signed a treaty in 1961,

that can provide it with
what it needs to

Mlhelzwsofwzl the UN

the war of ageression that
it started against Ukraine.~

high-
Ilghdng six artacks that
killed at least 218 people.

Nine killed in
blasts atan
ammunition
depot in Chad

NDIAMENA

Nine persons were killed

Aammund-
tion depot in Chad's capi-
tal, an official said on
W

Government spokesper-

~Peace to the souls of the
victims, sincere condo-
lences to the bereaved fa-

People living in the area
panicked, thinking the ex-
plosion was an armed at-
tack, resident Oumar Ma-
hamat said.

Local media reported
the blasts started just be-
fore t as nearby

k and am-
munition was thrown from
the depot with explosive
force.

Authorities called on re-
sidents to stay out of the
area, wi was taken over
by security forces gather-
ing the scattered artillery
shells.

Busy bay

An array of bosts on the Sydney Harbous, with the Sydney Harbour ng and buildings in the central business district (CBD). AP

cks,

which were carried out in

the early months of the

on October 7. but said

# had information indicat-

ing the number of fatalities
‘could be much higher™_

fare that avoid or at the
very least minimise to ev-
ery extent civilian harm
appears to have been con-
sistently violated in Israel’s
bing campaign.” UN
rights chief Volker Turk
sald.

The report concludes

mental principles of the
Laws of war~.

Focus on Israel

Ajith Sunghay, head of
OHCHR's office in the Pal-
said

israel’s military were far
more destructive.

“The missiles fired by Ha-
mas, while “absolutely un-
accepeable, he said, “have
not caused Significant kill-
e ng the war~ by

e inetdents desatled
in the report did not
cude a key and e
sial blast earty in the war

aimed to ~lambast and sin-
gle-our Israel, while furth-
er shielding Hamas terro-
rists in Gaza~.

Ship attacked
by Yemen's
Houthis sinks
in Red Sea

Associated Press
DUBAL UAE

Abulk carrier sank days af-
ter an attack by Yemen's
Houthi rebels believed to
have ne mariner on
board, authorities sasd ear-
Iy on Wednesday, the se-
cond ship sunk in the re-
bels® camy

The sinking ofl'he Tutor
in the Red Sea marks what
appears to be a new escala-

ateack sbout 8 week ago by

bor Houthi
Grone boat in the Red Sea.
John Kirby, a White House
national security spokes-
man, said on Monday that
the artack killed
member who hailed
the Philippines.

The Philippines has yet

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards
declared a terrorist entity by
the Canadian government

oTTAWA
Oumawa o

ed irans Revolutionary
Guards as a terrorist entity
while calling on Canad

entity under the Criminal
- Safecy Minis-
ter Dominsc lABIa saidd.

" she

in the West Asian
< to return.

The terrorism listing

members of the

gers and crew, inchuding 85
ens and per-
manent ressden have
ressed Ottawa to de-
signate the militia as a ter-
rorist entity.
MPs last month unani-
mously voted to do so.
Prime Minister Justin

Trudeau's administration
had, until now,

having any dealingz with

ividual members or the
g‘rmpr Any assets the
Guards or its members
hold in Canada may also be
seized.

Iranian expats and fami-
lies of the victims of Flight
PS752, which was downe:
by Iran shortly after take-
9 from Tehran in January
2020, killing all I76 passen-

a terror Hsurc could be too
oad

including al-Qaeda. Hez-
lah, the Taliban, the Is-
lamic State group

fcan neo-fascist militant
group.

Climate activists of Just Stop Oil’
vandalise Stonehenge monument

LONDON

Climate activists of the “Just
Stop Oll' group sprayed

prehistoric Tock monu-
ment ln Wllmhlle. En-
gla; ‘edne: The

Sreack happened a dz) be-
fore the summer solstice
(une 207 when crowds
gather at the site_
The monument,
thought to have been built
in several stages between
3000 BCE and 1500 BCE,
was likely nguﬁcanl, my
torically, as a gathering
Place fof rituals during the
summer and winter solstic-
es, as the position of the
stones aligns in specific
ways with the sun’s l:ra_)ec-
tory on these days.
Peraoms Tunve Ty arrast:

ed in connection with the
incident, the police said.

a statement,
group sasd two of its
bers had “decorated™ Ston-

Meri Chmate activists spraying an orsnge
t Stonehenge In England on Wednesday. A

away. found common
ground over the attack.

United voice
“Just Stop Oil is a disgrace.”
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak

nehenge is outrageous_Just
Stop Oil are pathetic,” said
leader of the Labour Party
Kefr Starmer, who is the
frontrunner for the Prime

‘Just Stop OIl' members
have attacked a number of
ob-

_Standing inert for enera-
tions works well for stones

not climate policy.” the
Sroup said ;

The U.Ks top leaders,
normally at loggerheads
with each other with a gen-
eral election three weeks

Jects.
Two activists in their
80e — & pricst and = retieed

teacher — had smashed th
case arow Magn
Carta in the British Mu-
seamny i May. En jamasary,
'wo other activists threw

snup on the Mona Lisa at

the Louvre in Paris.

Amx




Russia, N. Korea sign defence pact,
vow to assist each other if attacked

Kim says the two countries have a ‘fiery friendship, and that the deal is the ‘strongest ever treaty’ between them; Putin’s visit

to Pyongyang comes amid US. criticism that the North is supporting Moscow in its war on Ukraine with arms supplies

Associated Press
SEOUL

ussian President
RVladimir Putin and
North Korean

leader Kim Jong-un on
Wednesday signed a new
partnership that includes a
vow of mutual aid if either
country faces “aggres-
sion,” in a pact that came
as both face escalating
stand-offs with the West.
Details of the deal were
not immediately clear, but
it could mark the strongest
connection between Mos-
cow and Pyongyang since
the end of the Cold War.
Both leaders described it
as a major upgrade of their
relations, covering securi-
ty, trade, investment and

Mutual beneficiaries: Vladimir Putin and Kim Jong-un exchange
documents at a signing ceremony in Pyongyang on Wednesday. AP

cultural and humanitarian
ties.

The two met as Mr. Pu-
tin visited North Korea for
the first time in 24 years.
The summit came as the

U.S. and its allies express
growing concerns over a
possible arms arrange-
ment in which the country
provides Moscow with
badly needed munitions

for its war in Ukraine in ex-
change for economic assis-
tance and technology
transfers that could en-
hance the threat posed by
Kim’s nuclear weapons
and missile program.

Mr. Kim said the two
countries had a “fiery
friendship,” and that the
deal was the “strongest ev-
er treaty” between them,
putting the relationship at
the level of an alliance. He
vowed full support for Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine.

Mr. Putin said that it was
a “breakthrough docu-
ment” reflecting shared
desire to move relations to

a higher level.
North Korea and the
former Soviet Union

signed a treaty in 1961,

which experts say necessi-
tated Moscow’s military in-
tervention if the North
came under an attack. The
deal was discarded after
the collapse of the USSR,
replaced by a pact in 2000
that offered weaker securi-
ty assurances.

Putin’s foreign affairs
adviser said the leaders ex-
changed gifts after the
talks.

In Washington, U.S. Se-
cretary of State Antony
Blinken said Mr. Putin’s vi-
sit to North Korea illus-
trates how Russia tries, “in
desperation, to strengthen
relations with countries
that can provide it with
what it needs to continue
the war of aggression that
it started against Ukraine.”
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Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un signed a new defense partnership.

The pact includes a vow of mutual aid if either country

faces aggression.

The agreement marks the strongest connection between
Moscow and Pyongyang since the end of the Cold War.




The deal aims to enhance security, trade, investment,
and cultural relations.Putin's visit to North Korea was his
first in 24 years.

The agreement was described as the "strongest ever
treaty" between the two countries.

Concerns have been raised about a potential arms
arrangement where North Korea supplies munitions
to Russia for its war in Ukraine.




The deal includes economic assistance and technology transfers to North
Korea.

The U.S. and its allies criticized the pact, viewing it as a way for Russia to
bolster its war efforts in Ukraine.

The previous defense pact between North Korea and the Soviet Union,
signed in 1961, was replaced in 2000 with weaker security assurances.




* Consider the following statements regarding the recent defense pact
between Russia and North Korea:

1.The new defense partnership between Russia and North Korea includes a
vow of mutual aid if either country faces aggression.

2.This agreement is considered the strongest connection between Moscow
and Pyongyang since the end of World War Il.

3.The pact includes provisions for economic assistance and technology
transfers to North Korea.

4.The U.S. and its allies have welcomed the pact as a positive step towards
global security.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 4 only
C.1, 2, and 3 only
D. 1, 3, and 4 only
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‘Sheltered militants,
acted as guide’: First
arrest in Reasi attack

ARUN SHARMA
SANML, JUNE 19

THE JAMMU and Kashsrss police
s

the Juie S Reasi terror attack. i

tiple times. alongwirh peoviding
food and sheltes. The-
k50 acted a5 2 guide ina Tetped
them reach the Spot of the inci-
dent The arrested person is 2
prime militant associate who

el ped Che terrorises in execution
of the atadic Farthes ntesromn-

which a bus carrys
e e L
TRITISahs e et thsenn.
‘A major breakthrough has

been achueved in the case_ per-
Exinirg 10 the Terroeist Atack ca1.a
pilrim bus which was coming
from Shiv Kbori on June 9. One
Eerror associate, namety Hakam
Din. 45, of Rajours district has
been arrested by J&K Police at
Reasi This person was invotved
in hasbousing the terrorises mal-

Senioe Sapario
ma

GENERAL STUDIES
COMPREHENSIVE :
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COMMENCES ON 21 JULY.
2024 DELHI CENTRE & ONLINE

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

siNcE 1932

MONTHS
PROCRANME
Free Coaching

1

N):w NALANDA

Modi at the ruins of the ancient university at Nalanda in
he sasd it

Bihar
should be the

WHO-MANAGED GLOBAL DIGITAL INITIATIVE

Finance says no to Health
request for $10-million
fund to meet G20 pledge

Promising ‘unwavering support’, India
pledged seed fund for digital health

ISHAN SHARMA
. JUNE 19

NEws

THEGLOBAL Initiative on Digieal

Whatis
= GDIH

IT'S A WHO-managed
cies and

centre of India’s identity with

it Pl of

= Pacese. 18

Sonia-Nehru effect: PM
museum won’t accept pvt
papers with secrecy terms

-1 a
NEW DELHL JUNE 19
4 CONGRESS leader Sonia
ottt rectaterbng: Dosies of -
iiouny ceves e biatal péctunis
private coflection in 20/
edly(he(:.lndlnlmlny\..nxl

Fealth (GIDE) was
“Key deliverabie of india's G20
Presidency during the Health
AEnisters’ meeting in Guiarat on
19 Lasty e run-up

0 the September 9-30 summit
Detht It became part of

e Focws Deli deciaratson and
conr 2

ifs abjectives include:

sess and priocitise
reeds for sustainable
gt health transfor-
mation: match digizal
Iealth resousces and un-
funded i

sees

of these papers. the Prime

Ministers Museum & Library
that i

private papess of eminent per—
scmalities to impose indefinite
cn the declassifica-

tion of such material

II'T Bombay fines
students up to

Rs 1.2 lakh for
‘derogatory’ play
on Ram, Sita
PALLAVI SMART

MRUME AL JUNE 19

THE INDIAN Institute of
Technology (HT) Bombay has

2 play
the institute’s Performing Arts
Festival heid in Masch this

The piay. loosely based on the

Romyana, sparked proteses

highest
Endian institutions in the global
QS raniengs in 2025. IIT Bormbay

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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I3 ARRESTS INBIHAR, SINGUJARAT OVER NEET

As NEET reaches Shah
table, NET cancelled,
hitting 9 lakh students

Government suspects malpractice in
test for PhD, teaching job aspirants

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND

& RITIKACHOPRA

NEW/ DELHL JUNE 19

THE SMINISTRY of Education
) announced late

Wednesa ight the cancella-
thon of the University Grants

EXPRESS NETWORK
BIHAR DY CM CLAIMS
DIS

LINKED TO TEJASHWI
AIDE, RUD HITS BACK
P

Congress calls
for nationwide
protests over
irregularities in
NEET tomorrow

RITIKA CHOPRA
NEVS DELHLJUNE 19

Cor sioa-National Elgsbility = Opposition and the Centre
Test -NET). just aday after  scrapped after the Centre intro- u@ Off over NEET-UG with the
ower 9 Lak: dict duscea Seak Lave. calling for
for it scross 317 cittes. The Mok al p.ou—,u gn June 21 the issue
€S froem thhe Union Ministry  the investigaton into the inputs ached the highest levels of the

of Home Affairs that ~the i

of the exam
is being handed over o the CBL
and information sbout the re-
excam will be shan

weith Ursion Home
Minister Amit Shah calling a
sreeting with Ediscation Manister

in Pariament in

D 4 Health
MEnister | PNadda on Thursday.

teaching job in Indian wniversi-
Cies and also for w©

MAN
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Air pollution killed 8.1
million globally, 2.lmn
in India in 2021: Report

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

AIR POLLUTION has caused 8.1
million deaths around the world
in 2021 with China and India ac-
counting for more than half of
the global burden at 2.3 and 2.1
million deaths respectively, ac-
cording to the recently released
State of Global Air Report.

As per thereport, air pollution
is considered to be one of the
biggest killers globally, second
only to high blood pressure. In fact,
it outranks tobacco consumption
as a leading cause of death and
disability, said the report. Of the
total deaths, 700,000 were chil-
drenunderthe age of 5 years. “Air
pollution poses an enormous —
and growing — public health chal-
lenge,” the report states.

India bears the brunt
Even though the situation is
bleak globally, India is among the
countries which bears the highest
brunt of air pollution. India with
2.1 million deaths and China with
2 3 million deaths due to air pollu-
tion, account for 55% of the global
burden. Not only the particulate
matter, Indians are also exposed
to high levels of ozone. Short-term
exposure to ozone has been
linked to exacerbation of asthma
and other respiratory symptoms

while long term exposure is
linked to Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease — a condition
where the lungs remain inflamed
obstructing the airflow. The report
states that 489,000 deaths glob-
ally were attributable to ozone ex-
posure in 2021 — of these deaths
nearly 50% or 237,000 deaths took
place in the country. India alsore-
ported the highest number of pol-
lution-linked deaths in children
under the age of five in 2021 with
atleast 169,400 deaths attributed
to air pollution.

As per data, there has been a
steady increase in the number of
deaths attributable to air pollution
in India, barring a small dip seen
during the pandemic.

Health challenge

Air pollution poses a big pub-
lic health challenge — becoming
the second leading risk factor for
early deaths after high blood pres-
sure and ahead of tobacco con-
sumption. Unlike high blood pres-
sure and tobacco consumption —
which mainly affects adults — air
pollution kills children. With over
169,400 children deaths underthe
age of five attributable to air pollu-
tion, India recorded the highest to-
tal number of deaths in children
worldwide in 2021.The report
states that there is a need to not
only improve the air quality but
also correct disparities in health.



Air pollution caused 8.1 million deaths globally in 2021.

China and India accounted for more than half of the global burden, with 2.3
million and 2.1 million deaths respectively.

Air pollution is considered the second biggest killer globally, following high
blood pressure and surpassing tobacco consumption.




Of the total deaths due to air pollution, 700,000 were
children under the age of five.

489,000 global deaths were attributed to ozone
exposure in 2021, with nearly 50% (237,000)
occurring in India.

India reported the highest number of pollution-linked
deaths in children under five, with at least 169,400
deaths in 2021.




There has been a steady increase in air pollution-related
deaths in India, except for a small dip during the pandemic.

Air pollution poses a significant public health challenge,
being the second leading risk factor for early deaths.

The report highlights the need to improve air quality and
address health disparities caused by air pollution.




* Consider the following statements regarding the impact of air pollution as
reported in 2021:

1.Air pollution caused 8.1 million deaths globally in 2021, with China and
India accounting for more than half of these deaths.

2.Air pollution is considered the biggest killer globally, surpassing high blood
pressure and tobacco consumption.

3.India reported the highest number of pollution-linked deaths in children
under the age of five in 2021.

4.0zone exposure contributed to nearly 237,000 deaths in India in 2021.
* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 3 only
B.1, 3,and 4 only
C.2 and 4 only
D.1,2,3,and 4



X76,200-cr Maha port
gets Cabinet nod, to be

among top-

MSP for kharif rice hiked
by 5.4%, sharper increases
for pulses & oilseeds

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, June 19

THE CABINET ON Wednesdayapproved the
development of mega 376,200 crore all-
weather greenfield deep-draft port at Vad-
havan in Maharashtra, signalling the
National DemocraticAlliance (NDA)govern-
ment's intent to give continued thrust to
publicinvestment in infrastructure.

The Cabinet also gave its nod to viability
gap funding for 37,453 crore offshore wind
energy projects,includingonein Gujaratand
a %2,870-crore project for the expansion of

10 globally

FARMERS TO BENEFIT

MSP hikes for Khanf crop, 2024-25

(%, y-o-y)
7.7
6.5 6.4 6.3

P > o 5 c) T ¥ 50T €
Varanasiairport. a6 2 5 8 3% 3
< 5 Dt D, ow QO
Oncompletion,thenewportonwestcoast & g = & 2 € = =
will havea cumulative capacity of 298 million S 2 3 s 8
metric tonne/annum and will be among the = .1
top 10in theworld.Itwill be
constructed by Vadhavan » INSIDE togetherinthe countrynow,”
Port Project,an SPV formed information and broadcast-
by Jawaharlal Nehru Port ~ VGF support for ¥7K-cr  ing minister Ashwini Vaish-

Authorityand Maharashtra ~ wind projects

Maritime Board (MMB)ina

74:26jointventure and will

involve substantial private investments.The
projectcostincludesthe cost ofland develop-
ment of core infrastructure, terminals and
other commercial infrastructure in public-
private partnerships (PPP) mode. “Today, in
the countrywehave 20 million TEUs (twenty-
foot equivalents) capacity in all ports put
together. Compared to this, Vadhavan Port
alonewill have 23 million TEUs.This port will
alone have more capacity than all ports

naw said. Road connectivity
between the port and
national highways and link-
age to the existing rail network and the
upcoming Dedicated Rail Freight Corridor
have alsobeenapproved.

The Cabinet also approved increases in
the range of 1.4-12.7% in the minimum
support prices (MSP) of 14 crops for the
2024-25kharifseason (July-June),but raised
the support price for paddy, the keysummer
crop, by a relatively modest 5.35% to
32,300/quintal.

PAGE 3



The Cabinet approved the development of a
X76,200 crore all-weather greenfield deep-draft
port at Vadhavan in Maharashtra.

The port project aims to position itself among the
top 10 ports globally with a cumulative capacity
of 298 million metric tonnes per annum.




The project will be constructed by Vadhavan Port Project, a
special purpose vehicle (SPV) formed by the Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Authority and Maharashtra Maritime Board (MMB).

The project includes substantial private investments and will

involve public-private partnerships (PPP) mode.

Currently, India has a total port capacity of 20 million TEUs,
while Vadhavan Port alone will have 23 million TEUs.




* Consider the following statements
regarding the recent Cabinet approvals:

1. The Cabinet approved the development of
a X76,200 crore all-weather greenfield
deep-draft port at Vadhavan in
Maharashtra.

2.The Vadhavan Port Project will have a
cumulative capacity of 298 million metric
tonnes per annum, surpassing the total
current port capacity of India.

3 The Cabinet also approved viability gap
funding for offshore wind energy projects and
the expansion of Varanasi airport.

* Which of the statements given above are
correct?

* A.1 only
B.1, 2, only
C.2 and 3 only
D.1, 2, 3,

T
__—







Exodus of super-rich falls

TOP FIVE COUNTRIES BY NET OUTFLOWS AND
INFLOWS OF MILLIONAIRE MIGRANTS

Top losers

India will lose fewer
millionaires to
migration in 2024,
compared with the
previous two years,
accordingtoThe
Henley Private
Wealth Migration
Report 2024.
Around 4,300
millionaires are likely
toleave Indiain
2024 compared
with 5,100 in 2023.
China tops the list
with an estimated
loss of 15,200 HNIs.

—Compiledby W9

Biswajiban Sharma

UAE remains world's leading

millionaire magnet:

With zero income tax, golden
visas, luxury lifestyle & strategic
location, the UAE has become
the top destination for migrating
millionaires, expecting a record

Projected net outflows

Top gainers

Projected net inflows

' China 15,200 UAE 6,700
I S ——
“» UK9,500 & - USA3,800
& —— =
 India 4,300 (. Singapore 3,500
w
+.. SouthKorea1,200 Canada 3,200
* n g =
Russia 1,000 Australia 2,500
] fe=—t
Reasons for
migration:

net inflow of 6,700 this year

The other big millionaire

losersin 2024

Besides China, the UK,
India, South Korea and
Russia, the Top 10
countries for millionaire
outflow include Brazil (-
800), South Africa (-600)

High-net-worth
families relocate
forvarious
reasons,
including safety,
financial
considerations,
tax benefits,
retirement
prospects,
business
opportunities




INDIA RANKS 63RD
ON WEF'S ENERGY
TRANSITION INDEX

INDIA HAS BEEN ranked 63rd on
a global Energy Transition Index
released on Wednesday by the
World Economic Forum, which
said the country has shown
significant improvement across
energy equity, security and
sustainability. European nations
dominated the top ranks with
Sweden topping the index,
followed by Denmark, Finland,
Switzerland and France in the
top five. China was ranked 20th.



World Crocodile Day 2024

d



World Crocodile Day is celebrated on 17th June. The day is a global
awareness campaign to highlight the plight of endangered crocodiles
and alligators around the world.

faeg AIRFETS Gaq 17 S A HAT Sl &1 I8 a7 gfaam
I A ICIIT HIRATST 3R GfSTTAT T geRll &l 3oER
AT & ToIT Teh dfRaeh Sevahdl RIS g




The Crocodile Conservation Project was initiated by the United Nations and the
Government of India, shortly after the passage of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

The primary objectives were to protect natural habitats, boost crocodile populations
through captive breeding, and address the low survival rates of hatchlings in the wild.

deg Siiael (EXeT0n) Jrfafagd, 1972 & 9iRd g9 & {d a8 §ged Tsg 3R
AR THR GaNT HIRATS FX&T0T GRATST & 1 g ¥
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* The project set up breeding and rearing centers at 34 sites in India,
including Bhitarkanika, to protect and revive the country's
endangered crocodilian population, particularly focusing on estuarine
or saltwater crocodiles (Crocodylus porosus).

ST URATSToT of ¢ &l ST HAIRATS 3MEIer &l 18T 31K
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* Current Crocodile Population and Distribution:

* The saltwater crocodile population in Bhitarkanika has significantly increased from 95
individuals in 1975 to 1,811 as of the latest reptile census report (2023).

* The saltwater crocodile is now found in three primary locations in India: Bhitarkanika, the
Sundarbans, and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

e IAHATT HAIRATS 8T 3R faaior

» AdATH FIYT STV RO (2023) & HIOR ARSASPT H TR =1 &
HINATO! I TeTEr 1975 & 95 ehidaal & degahi 1,811 g 13 gl

* IR UTedl T FIRATS I HARA H ] TUTAS TAAT T 91T ST &
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India harbours three diverse
found in distinct habitats nationwide.

crocodile species—Mugger, Saltwater, and Gharial-

Aspects Gharial Mugger/Indian Crocodile | Saltwater Crocodia
Scientific Name Gavialis Gangeticus Crocodylus Palustris Crocodylus Porosus
Siiias s A Viable Population: National . b,
Distribution: India : Throughout India East Coast (Odisha’s
Chambal Sanctuary (U.P, Raj, M.P) - Bhimrkomufa WLS,
Small Non-Breeding Population: Andaman & Nicobar
Son, Gandak, Hooghly, Ghagra & Islands coast & Sundarbans)
Satkosia WLS (Odisha)
Distribution: Neigh Brahmaputra of Bhutan & Extinct in Bhutan and Across Southeast Asia
bourhood Bangladesh& Irrawaddy Myanmar
River
Special Feature Longest of all Crocodile, Egg-laying, Hole-nesting, Largest living reptile,
Long and thin Snout Wide & U-shaped Snout Pointed & V-shaped Snout
Habitat Freshwater Freshwater Sattwater, Brockish &
Wetlands
IUCN Status CR VU LC
CITES Status Appendix | Appendix | Appendix |
CMS Status Appendix | - Appendix ||
WPA,1972 Status Schedule | Schedule | Schedule |
Threats Dams, Pollution, Sand Habitat Destruction Hunted for its skin and
mining Habitat loss
Government B Odisha: Rs. 1000 award to Bindian Crocodile Indian Crocodile
Initiatives conserve Gharial in Conservation Project,1975 Conservation Project,1975
. IM:hor;:dn R'v‘:r 2:3"' ‘ B Mugger Conservation Programme
ndian Crocodile Conservation .
Project 1975 g Madras Crocodile Bank Trust
MISCELLANEOUS FACTS

(5) 17th June: World Crocodile Day

(=) Annual Reptile Census, 2023: Marginal Increases in
number of saltwater crocodiles (Bhitarkanika Nationa

Park and its nearby areas)

(5) Odisha's Kendrapara District: Only district in India

where all three species of crocodiles found







Bitumen
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 India is looking to start large-scale production of bio-bitumen from biomass or agricultural
waste.

 About Bitumen

» Bitumen is the heaviest material obtained from the fractional distillation process of crude
oil.

 Itis Black or Brown in colour and possesses waterproofing & adhesive properties.
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Facts & Figure

What is Bitumen? |
Bitumen is a black
substance produced
through distillation
of crude oil and is
widely used to bind surfaces of paved road

3.21MT (5.24MT
India’s import | India’s indigenous
of Bitumen in | bitumen.production
2022-2023 Iin the last FY




It is widely used to bind the surfaces of paved roads.

Status in India: Bitumen consumption has gone up significantly in recent years in line with increasing
road construction in India

« India currently imports about half of its annual requirement of bitumen and the target is to replace
imports with bio-bitumen over the next 10 years.
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Burp Tax



New Zealand has decided to scrap the “burp tax” aimed at reducing their
greenhouse gas emissions from the livestocks.

Reasons for introduction of the ‘Burp Tax’

It was introduced by New Zealand to lower carbon footprint through curtailing
methane emissions from ruminant species.
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* Nearly half of New Zealand’s greenhouse gas emissions come from their
livestocks rearing.

« Methane is a potent greenhouse gas responsible for 30% of warming since
preindustrial times, second only to carbon dioxide.
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* Methane Emissions from Ruminants

* Ruminants have a specialized digestive system that has four compartments, one of
which, the rumen.

 Rumen is involved in microbial fermentation and releases methane through belching.

» STl e arell & HAT ScHoleT

'ﬁ@ﬁmﬁwqu'w dd gldr § o9 H IR 3= gld &, Toad & U,
Q I
« TH ATSHITGTS fohvdel H A giar § 3R ShR & AIH ¥ HdA SIsdr gl




« Tacking Methane Emissions

* |nitiatives like Global Methane Pledge aims to cut methane emissions by at least
30% by 2030 from the 2020 levels.

* Indian initiatives like Harit Dhara, NICRA Project & BS VI norms are in the
process of methane reduction.
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