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The Pro Tem Speaker is indeed appointed by the President of India.

The primary duty of the Pro Tem Speaker is to administer the oath 
to new members of the Lok Sabha.

The Pro Tem Speaker can also conduct the election of the new 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha



• Consider the following statements regarding the Pro Tem Speaker of the Lok Sabha:

1.The Pro Tem Speaker is appointed by the President of India.

2.The primary duty of the Pro Tem Speaker is to administer the oath to new members of 
the Lok Sabha.

3.The Pro Tem Speaker can also conduct the election of the new Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3





• Event: Patna High Court set aside amendments by the Bihar 
legislature to increase reservations.

• Reservations Affected: Backward Classes (BC), Extremely Backward 
Classes (EBC), Scheduled Castes (SC), and Scheduled Tribes (ST).

• Previous Quota: 50%.Proposed Quota: 65% in educational 
institutions and government jobs.

• Legislation Date: Bill passed on November 9, 2023.



• Court Decision: Division Bench headed by Chief Justice K.V. Chandran.

• Government's Argument: Increase based on caste survey indicating the 
proportion of castes.

Petitioner's Argument: Increase not based on adequate representation.

Supreme Court Precedent: Indira Sawhney case imposed a 50% cap on 
reservations.

Total Proposed Quota with EWS: 75%, exceeding Supreme Court's 50% 
ceiling.

Political Response: Congress questioned the next move of the State 
government.



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent decision by the Patna 
High Court on reservations in Bihar:

1.The Patna High Court upheld the Bihar legislature's decision to increase the 
reservation for BC, EBC, SC, and ST from 50% to 65%.

2.The Supreme Court's Indira Sawhney case imposed a 50% cap on reservations.

3.The proposed total reservation in Bihar, including EWS quota, was 75%.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3











• Location: The Chenab Rail Bridge is located in the Reasi district of 
Jammu and Kashmir, India.

• River: It spans the Chenab River.

• Project: Part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) 
project.

• Height: At 359 meters above the river bed, it is the world's highest rail 
bridge.

• Length: The bridge is 1,315 meters long.



1.Engineering Feat: Designed to withstand earthquakes of magnitude 8 
on the Richter scale.

2.Materials: Constructed using steel and concrete.

3.Completion Date: The bridge was completed in 2022.

4.Purpose: Aimed at improving connectivity and development in the 
Kashmir Valley.

5.Challenges: Construction faced numerous challenges including 
difficult terrain and harsh weather conditions.



• Consider the following statements regarding the Chenab Rail Bridge:

1.The Chenab Rail Bridge is located in the Udhampur district of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

2.It is part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Roadi Rail Link project.

3.At 359 meters above the river bed, it is the world's highest rail bridge.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3









Event: Karnataka government cleared a proposal for reviving gold mining at 
Kolar Gold Fields (KGF).

Proposal Origin: The proposal was from the Centre.

Mining Location: Kolar Gold Fields (KGF).

Responsible Organization: Bharat Gold Mines Ltd. (BGML), a Public Sector 
Undertaking (PSU).



1.BGML Establishment: Established in 1972.

2.Area Covered: The auctioning involves 13 tailing dumps spread over 1,003.4 
acres.

3.Waste Estimate: There are 33 million tonnes of tailing dumps (extraction waste) 
at KGF.

4.Gold Yield: It is estimated that one tonne of dump yields one gram of gold on 
processing.

5.Government Approval: The proposal was cleared by the Cabinet meeting 
presided over by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.

6.Legislation Reference: The clearance was sought under column 17 of the Mines 
and Minerals Development and Regulation Act, 1957.



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent developments at Kolar 
Gold Fields (KGF):

1.The Karnataka government has cleared a proposal from the Centre to revive gold 
mining at Kolar Gold Fields.

2.Bharat Gold Mines Ltd. (BGML), established in 1972, is responsible for the KGF.

3.The proposal involves auctioning 33 tailing dumps spread over 1,003.4 acres.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3







• Species: Striped caecilian (Ichthyophis spp).

• Location: 1,307.49 sq. km area of Kaziranga National Park and Tiger 
Reserve.

• Survey Date: Conducted from June 14-17.

• Organizations Involved: Assam Don Bosco University, Wildlife 
Institute of India, D.R. College in Golaghat, Madhab Choudhury 
College in Barpeta, Help Earth, Aaranyak, and Turtle Survival Alliance.



Ecological Importance: Caecilians are burrow-dwelling and least studied among amphibians, 
vulnerable to climate change, and critical for understanding evolution and speciation.

Biodiversity in Kaziranga: Home to 24 species of amphibians, 74 species of reptiles, 21 of 29 
Indian species of tortoises and freshwater turtles.

Kaziranga Ecosystem: Comprises flood plains, wetlands, grasslands, and hill tracts.

Conservation Efforts: Training and sensitization programs for forest personnel on herpetofauna 
identification and conservation.

Challenges: Herpetofauna, including reptiles and amphibians, are highly vulnerable to climate 
change.



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent discovery in Kaziranga National 
Park:

1.A limbless amphibian, the striped caecilian, was recently found in Manas National Park.

2.Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve spans over 1,307.49 sq. km.

3.The discovery was made during a survey conducted in collaboration with several 
organizations including the Wildlife Institute of India and Assam Don Bosco University.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3





• Focus: Tackling the escalating threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

• Competition: Trinity Challenge, a charity supporting data-driven solutions 
for global health threats.

• Project Title: AMRsense: empowering communities with a proactive one 
health ecosystem.

• Project Lead: Tavpritesh Sethi of IIIT-Delhi.

• Collaborators: CHRI-PATH, 1mg.com, and the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR).

• Context in India: Over 9,00,000 ASHA workers face limited awareness, 
insufficient training, and low motivation.



Project Components:

• Community engagement by empowering Community Health Workers (CHWs) with AI-assisted data 
recording tools.

• Data integration by creating a unified AMR data ecosystem.

• Predictive analytics using federated analytics across the OneHealth ecosystem.

• AMRaura Scorecard for monitoring and evaluating AMR trends.

Data Sources: Integration of antibiotic sales, consumption, and WHONet-compliant 
surveillance data using open-source tools and APIs.

Outcome: Addressing community-level AMR data collection and evidence-based 
management.



• Consider the following statements regarding the IIIT-Delhi's project that won joint 
second prize in a global competition:

1.The project titled AMRsense is focused on tackling the threat of Viral resistance (AMR).

2.The Oxford Challenge supports the creation of data-driven solutions for global health 
threats.

3.The project was led by Tavpritesh Sethi of IIIT-Delhi in collaboration with ICMR and other 
organizations.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 3 only 







Event: Mark Rutte, outgoing Dutch Prime Minister, clinched the race to become the next head 
of NATO.

Context: Rutte will be the fourth Dutchman to lead NATO since its inception after WWII.

Rival: Romanian President Klaus Iohannis withdrew from the race.

Timeline: Jens Stoltenberg's term ends on October 1, and Rutte will formally take over in 
November.

Support: Rutte secured the backing of key NATO members including the United States, Britain, 
France, and Germany.



Diplomacy: He utilized his diplomatic experience from his 14-year tenure as the Netherlands' 
leader to gain support.

Ukraine Support: Rutte is a staunch supporter of Ukraine.

Challenges: He takes the position at a critical time with ongoing conflicts in Ukraine and 
internal disputes in the US.

Diplomatic Efforts: Rutte had to negotiate with Turkey and Hungary to secure his position.

NATO Summit: A NATO summit is scheduled to take place in Washington next month



• Consider the following statements 
regarding Mark Rutte's appointment as 
the next head of NATO:

1.Mark Rutte will become the next head 
of NATO after Romanian President Klaus 
Iohannis withdrew from the race.

2.He will be the fourth Dutchman to lead 
NATO since its inception after the 
Second World War.

3.Mark Rutte's appointment is expected 
to be formally confirmed after Jens 
Stoltenberg's term ends in October.

• Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3





















UN Sustainable 
Development Report 

2024



• Recently, the 9th edition of the Sustainable 
Development Report released by UN 
Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network (SDSN) has highlighted that the 
world is significantly behind schedule in 
achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) set by the United Nations in 
2015.

•



UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)

It is a global network established in 2012 by 
the United Nations (UN).

It aims to promote practical solutions for achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at 
national and international levels.



It focuses on mobilising 
expertise by connecting 

universities, research institutions, 
and national laboratories to 

identify and develop solutions for 
tackling critical sustainability 

challenges.

The Secretariat of the SDSN is 
located in Paris, France; Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia and New York, 
US.



What are the Key Findings of the Sustainable Development 
Report 2024?

Global SDG Progress:

• Only 16% of SDG targets are on track to be achieved by 2030, with 84% 
showing limited or reversed progress.

• Since 2020, global SDG progress has stagnated, particularly for SDGs 2 (Zero 
Hunger), 11 (Sustainable Cities), 14 (Life Below Water), 15 (Life on 
Land), and 16 (Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions).



Significant reversals in progress is observed 
in obesity rates (SDG 2), press freedom (SDG 16), red 
list index (SDG 15), sustainable nitrogen 
management (SDG 2), and life expectancy at birth 
(SDG 3), influenced by Covid-19 and other factors.

Progress towards SDG9 (Industry, Innovation, 
and Infrastructure), is showing slightly 
positive trends.



• Regional and Country Group Variations:

• Nordic countries lead in SDG achievement, 
with Finland (score 86.4) ranked first, 
followed by Sweden (85.7), Denmark (85.0), 
Germany (83.4), and France.

• BRICS and BRICS+ countries (Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Iran, Saudi Arabia, UAE) have shown faster-
than-average SDG progress since 2015.

•



• Bottom 3 Countries: South Sudan, Central 
African Republic and Chad.

• East and South Asia are the regions with the most 
SDG progress since 2015.

•
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According to the World Bank, about 10% of the world's population 
lives in extreme poverty, surviving on less than USD 1.90 a day. 

It also reports that only 43% of adults in low-income countries (LICs) 
have access to formal financial services, limiting their ability to invest 
and save for the future.



What is the Performance of India in SDG Index?

Ranking: India secured 109th rank with the overall score of 64.0.

Status of SDG Targets: Only around 30% of SDG targets are on track 
or have been achieved.

• There is limited progress in the other 40% of the targets and in around 30% of 
targets the situation is worsening.



• Average Performance of SDGs: Highest performance is 
observed in achieving SDG 1, SDG 4, SDG 12 and SDG 13.



• Consider the following statements: (2016)

1.The Sustainable Development Goals were first 
proposed in 1972 by a global think tank called 
the ‘Club of Rome’.

2.The Sustainable Development Goals have to be 
achieved by 2030.

3.Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?

• (a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Russia Ships 
Equipments to 
Kudankulam 
NPP



Russia has shipped the first batch of 26 turbine hall pipeline valves (High-
pressure and low-pressure gate valves) for the Kudankulam Nuclear Power 
Project's (KNNP) reactors 5 and 6

Their key function is a tight shut-off of the fluid or gas flow to 
ensure reliable operation of the system.

It currently has 2 x 1,000 MWe WWER reactors generating power, with 4 
more reactors of similar capacity under construction.



• WWER are "Water-Water Power Reactor". These 
reactors use water as both the coolant and 
the moderator for the nuclear reactions that 
produce energy.

•



• KNNP has been modernised jointly by Russia's 
Rosatom and the Nuclear Power Corporation of 
India Limited (NPCIL). It is the largest nuclear 
power plant in India.

• It is India’s first nuclear plant to use imported PWR 
(Pressurised Water Reactor) technology.

• Its construction began in 2002 and it is expected to 
operate in full capacity by 2027.

• The share of nuclear power in the total 
electricity generation in the country was 
about 2.8% in the year 2022-23.





India’s First 
Joint Doctrine 
for Cyberspace 
Operation



In military terms, cyberspace 
refers to the domain where 

operations involving computers, 
networks, and electronic 

systems occur. 

It encompasses activities such 
as cyber warfare, cyber defence, 

and information operations 
conducted by military forces in 
both offensive and defensive 

capacities





• What is Doctrine for Cyberspace Operation?

• A doctrine for cyberspace operations is a set of principles, 
guidelines, and strategies developed by military 
organizations to govern their activities in the cyberspace 
domain. It outlines how military forces should plan, execute, and 
manage operations involving computers, networks, and 
electronic systems.

•



China has developed significant capabilities in cyberwarfare, including cyberweapons 
designed to disrupt or incapacitate an adversary’s military assets and strategic networks. In 

contrast, India has been slow to develop similar capabilities, approving only the creation of a 
limited tri-service Defence Cyber Agency in 2019, instead of the fully-fledged Cyber 

Command requested by the armed forces.

Comparison with China:



• With the present state of development, Artificial Intelligence can 
effectively do which of the following? (UPSC 2020)

1.Bring down electricity consumption in industrial units

2.Create meaningful short stories and songs

3.Disease diagnosis

4.Text-to-Speech Conversion

5.Wireless transmission of electrical energy

• Select the correct answer using the code given below:

• (a) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2, 4 and 5 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5



Fun fact 













Thank you 
guys.


