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vALLEY visTT
J&K to shape its future
as State soon, says PM

Rain brings
relief to
North India

AT THE HELM
Mark Rutte set to
be next NATO chief

GovT. sussiDiES

Should EVs and
Hybrids be
treated equally?
Policies must evolve to
achieve the green goals

bRIviNG FoRCE
Suryakumar, Bumrah
star in India’s big win

OPINION » PAGE

SPORT » PAGE 16

cooperating
probe, says police
BENGALURU

Ssying that actor Darshan and
three other key accused in the
Renukaswamy murder case
were not cooperating with the
irsestigation, the police sought
2nd got their custody extended

Tamil Nadu hooch tragedy toll mounts to 39

are current!

As manv as 82
the i

S Prasad
KALLAKURICHI

he death toll in one
o
agedie:

While 34 victims had
died by late Wednesday
night, the remaining died

rsday. Th

by two more days. » PAGE 3 on Thu e victims
included four women and
one in one
house, e

Bhartruhari blings were orphaned by

Mahtab named the dy Tha toll. bs tike-

Iy to go up with many vic-
tms

NEW DELI
President

-

i Mo has
sppointed Bhartruhar Mabtab,
sewen-time MP from Cuttack,
the pro tem Speaker of the
18th Lok Sabha, Parlismentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijju ssd
on Thursday. » PAGE &

Eastern Railway
bans issuance
of TA-912 paper

CHENNAT
Three days after the tragic train
crash in Wiest Bengal that left
10 passengers dead, Eastern
Raitway has banned issusnce
of Travel Authority (TA-912)
authorising loco pilets to cross
signals in red during signal
£xlires. 2 PAGE 4

in serious condition. Of the
total 120 persons admitted
to government hospitals In
lakurichi, Salem and
Villupuram and at JIPMER
in Puduch, as

82 are currently undergo-

ing treatment. Of them, 16

persons in JIPMER are
al.

tres

atment; of them, 16 persons in JIPMER are critical; Chief Mini:

dy. The government also

On Friday. the Madras High
Court will take up for hear-

moved out
rector-General of Police

been
its report to the govern-

Bureau CID}
Mahesh Kumar Aggarwal.

Kalla-
kurichi Medical College
and Hospital, where some
of tl ims are undergo-

on Thursday. 5.5. musas

ing treatment, witnessed
the visit by leaders of polit-
ical parties, including Mi-
nister for Youth Si

wami, State BJP president
K. Annamalai, DMDK gen-

eral secretary Premalatha

Stalin ¢ to probe the tragedy:
to report within three months; the government has also moved out ADG of Police (Enforcement Bure.;u CID) Mahesh Kumar Aggarwal

leged that illicit Bquor ha
been thriving in the local

secresary of the  ty. The police did liedle ¢
AIADMK VK. Sasikala. = cdamp on the dea
mil  Maanila ers, they said.
nar president G.K.
Vasan, CPI(M) State secre-  Main accused held
tary K. Balakrishnan and  The prime accused wh
TNCC C president K- Selva-  supplied the killer bre
perunthagai. Mr. Annama-  was on
B a0 VEited Kkarumapu- Police said the accusec
ram, of the of
ray ram, was arrested by a CF
At the Kallakurichi hos-  CID team at Kadampuliyu
pital. authorities found it in lore district. He |
cope ® being brought to Kallakur
for interrogation t

nistration and the police.
at Karunapuram al-
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Raising the bar

mectivity: The Rafhways on Thursday conducted a trist run on the newty highest
Fatwray bridgs which conrects Sangatdan in Rambian district mith Reasi of Jammu and Kashenir, Bl sertes o tha te will sae Soors o8

PATNA

The Patna High Court on
Thursday set aside the

es (BO), Exremely Back-
Classes  (EBC),
Scheduled Castes (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST}
from S0% to 65% in educa-
tional mstitutions and go-
vernment jobs in the State.
Bench

Chandran passed or.
ders on a bunch of peti-
tions  challenging  the
legislation.
Advocate-General P.K.

Shahi,
Sv.u!e

appearing for the
Eovemment. told the

wrt that the government
had Increased the reserva-

The Nitish Kumar govemment
£t the Bal passed in November
Bstyear =T

tion due to lack of adeq-
uate representation of
these class,

lvocate Dinu Kumar,
appearing for the petition-

Said that after the caste
survey, this decision on re-
servation was taken based
on the proportion of
castes, and not on the basts
of.

Patna High Court strikes
down 65% quota in Bihar

in government jobs. He a
gued that

Scheduled Castes, an

Scheduled Tribes from th

existing 50% to 65%. Tc

gecher with the
e

s0% oellmg set by the St
preme Con

ment will now immediate
Court.

NEW DELHI

A Delhi court on Thur:
granted bail to Delhi Chief
Ainister Arvind Kejriwal,
who was arrested in March
by the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) in a money
laundering case linked to
the now-scrapped Delhi ex-
cise y of 2021-

Niyay Bindu. Vacation
Bench judge of the Rouse
Avenue court, the

written court

Soon
cement of the order, the

cm
"

Delhi court grants
bail to Kejriwal in
excise policy case

ED's counsel, Zoheb Hos-
sain, sought a 48-hour
ferment of the signing of

lenge the order before the
appellase court.
prayer was rejected

an-

e du() ]udge on Friday.
i 17 by the ED on

March 21.
Earlier this month, Mr.

other application for regu-
1ar bail, which was granted

on June 20.
p ]

5,400 Myanmarese take refuge in Manipur

wii siny
NEW DELHI

Fearing ~aerial bombard-
ment and actacks~, about
5,400 people from Myan-
mar have taken shelter in

fugees have been staying in

the border d.ls:rh:( i
Nowvember last yi

“Threat to safety”
“There is every likelihood
that they would rewrn
once the ntuaxion ncln'na.l
ises in Myan right
now, there s a threat to

mented migrants in the Na-
ga-dominated district has

another dimension
by ongoing ethnic con-
flict in the State berween
the wibal Kuki-Zo people
and the majority Meitel
communis

ty.
Manipurs population
includes people from 34
led Tribes, includes
the Kuki-Zo-Hmar people
and the Nagas.
Kamjong district shares
its eastern border with
Myanmar. To its west are

military coup in

of the Assam

Shah the sus-
pension of the Free Move-
ment Regime with the

neighbouring country,
added that the 1.643-km
rould

e Assam Rifles is de-
ployed along the Myanmar
borde:

sealed, the crimes pertatn.

While the Naga bodies
acknowledged that over
5,100 of these mmi

d had their biometrics

ople have crossed
over to Mizoram and Mani-
pur due to shared ethnic
ties with the people of
these States.

India and Myanmar
share an unfanced border:
earlier this year, however,
Union Home Minister Amit

tion because of 1

itary deployments. They
requested that the Assam
Rifle: removed from
these areas.

Refurting the allegations,
Lt. Gen. Nair said that the

itoring the

adult male inmates has be-

come a huge challenge”.
The Naga bodies had

Govt. to set up
panel to help
improve NTA,
says Pradhan

NEW DELHI

Union Educatdon Ministe
Dharmendra Pradhan o
Thursday said the allege

irregulari

ly held Narional khgibdlu
Entrance

(Nhl'?!’) and the mn(‘elk

Test (UGC-NET) were “a
institutional failure of th
National Testing Agency™.
ressing a press cor
S e T R kel i
at 3 p.m. Wednesda
the Mok recelved informi
o that the dark net ha
from th

Ghum after haviog conduct-
ed fact-finding visits to the
Indo-Myanmar  border
areas.

oy
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Bhartruhari
Mahtab named
pro tem speaker

NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu has
appointed Bhartruhari Mahtab,
seven-time MP from Cuttack,
the pro tem Speaker of the
18th Lok Sabha, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said
on Thursday. » PAGE 4




TH1IS WORD MEANS

PRO TEM SPEAKER

Asenior Lok Sabha MP who is temporarily appointed
Speaker and administers oath to new Members

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

THE 18TH LOK SABHA will hold its first
session between June 24 and July 3, dur-
ing which the new Speaker will be
elected. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will move the motion for the election of
the Speaker in the Lok Sabha on June 26.
Congress leader K Suresh, an eight-term
MP, is expected to be appointed pro tem
Speaker.

Who s a pro tem Speaker?

As the Presiding Officer of Lok Sabha,
the Speaker has to fulfil certain duties
and is elected by a simple majority vote
in the Lower House. Until the Speaker is
elected, the pro tem Speaker is ap-
pointed to administer some important
duties. ‘Pro tem' means ‘for the time be-
ing’ or ‘temporarily’.

The Constitution does not mention
the post, but the official ‘Handbook on the
Working of Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs' mentions the appointment and
swearing in of Speaker pro tem.

How is the pro tem Speaker chosen?
The handbook states that when the
Speaker’s post is vacant before a new Lok
Sabha meets, “the duties of the Speaker
are to be performed by a Member of the
House appointed for this purpose by the
President as Speaker pro tem”.
Normally, the seniormost MP is ap-

pointed as the Speaker pro tem. Three
other MPs, the next in terms of seniority,
are appointed to assist the Speaker pro tem.

As soon as the new government is
formed, the Legislative I Section of the
Legislative Department of the govern-
ment prepares a list of the seniormost Lok
Sabha members. It is then submitted to
the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs or
the Prime Minister for identifying an MP
as Speaker pro tem and another three
members for oath-taking.

How are oaths administered?

After the Prime Minister’s approval,
the Ministry gets the consent of these
MPs. The Minister then submits a note to
the President, seeking approval for their
appointments. The date and time for the
ceremony are also decided.

Once the President approves, the
Ministry informs the appointed mem-
bers. Finally, the President administers
the oath to the Speaker pro tem at
Rashtrapati Bhavan. The other three
members appointed by the Presidentare
administered the oath by the Speaker pro
tem in the Lok Sabha.

The Speaker pro tem then administers
the oath or affirmation to the newly
elected MPs with the help of the other
three members. Since the session of the
Lok Sabhastartsat 11 am, the time gener-
ally fixed for swearing in of the Speaker
pro tem is on the morning of the same day
at9.30am, subject to the convenience of
the President.



' The Pro Tem Speaker is indeed appointed by the President of India.

The primary duty of the Pro Tem Speaker is to administer the oath
to new members of the Lok Sabha.

V The Pro Tem Speaker can also conduct the election of the new
Speaker of the Lok Sabha



e Consider the following statements regarding the Pro Tem Speaker of the Lok Sabha:
1.The Pro Tem Speaker is appointed by the President of India.

2.The primary duty of the Pro Tem Speaker is to administer the oath to new members of
the Lok Sabha.

3.The Pro Tem Speaker can also conduct the election of the new Speaker of the Lok Sabha.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2and3



Patna High Court strikes
down 65% quota in Bihar

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

The Patna High Court on
Thursday set aside the
amendments passed by
the Bihar legislature in
2023 to increase the reser-
vation for Backward Class-
es (BC), Extremely Back-
ward Classes (EBC),
Scheduled Castes (SC) and
Scheduled Tribes (ST)
from 50% to 65% in educa-
tional institutions and go-
vernment jobs in the State.
A Division Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice K.\V.
Chandran passed the or-
ders on a bunch of peti-
tions challenging the
legislation.
Advocate-General P.K.
Shahi, appearing for the
State government, told the
court that the government
had increased the reserva-

The Nitish Kumar government
got the Bill passed in November
last year. PTI

tion due to lack of adeg-
uate representation of
these classes.

Advocate Dinu Kumar,
appearing for the petition-
ers, said that after the caste
survey, this decision on re-
servation was taken based
on the proportion of
castes, and not on the basis
of adequate representation

in government jobs. He ar-
gued that the Supreme
Court, in the Indira Sawh-
ney case, had imposed a
cap of 50% on reserva-
tions.

The Bihar Assembly on
November 9, 2023, unani-
mously passed a Bill to in-
crease reservation for
Backward Classes, Ex-
tremely Backward Classes,
Scheduled Castes, and
Scheduled Tribes from the
existing 50% to 65%. To-
gether with the 10% Eco-
nomically Backward Class
(EWS) quota, the Bill had
pushed reservation in Bi-
har to 75%, well past the
50% ceiling set by the Su-
preme Court.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh asked
whether the State govern-
ment will now immediate-
ly move Supreme Court.



* Event: Patna High Court set aside amendments by the Bihar
legislature to increase reservations.

* Reservations Affected: Backward Classes (BC), Extremely Backward
Classes (EBC), Scheduled Castes (SC), and Scheduled Tribes (ST).

* Previous Quota: 50%.Proposed Quota: 65% in educational
institutions and government jobs.

* Legislation Date: Bill passed on November 9, 2023.



* Court Decision: Division Bench headed by Chief Justice K.V. Chandran.

* Government's Argument: Increase based on caste survey indicating the
proportion of castes.

Petitioner's Argument: Increase not based on adequate representation.

Supreme Court Precedent: Indira Sawhney case imposed a 50% cap on
reservations.

Total Proposed Quota with EWS: 75%, exceeding Supreme Court's 50%
ceiling.

Political Response: Congress questioned the next move of the State
government.



* Consider the following statements regarding the recent decision by the Patna
High Court on reservations in Bihar:

1.The Patna High Court upheld the Bihar legislature's decision to increase the
reservation for BC, EBC, SC, and ST from 50% to 65%.

2.The Supreme Court's Indira Sawhney case imposed a 50% cap on reservations.
3.The proposed total reservation in Bihar, including EWS quota, was 75%.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* a) 1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2and3



Raising the bar
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Increased connectivity: The Railways on Thursday conducted a trial run on the newly constructed Chenab Rail Bridge, the world’s highest
railway bridge which connects Sangaldan in Ramban district with Reasi of Jammu and Kashmir. Rail services on the line will start soon. ANI
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Height: 359m

35 meters higher than
the iconic Eiffel Tower
in Paris (France).

Length: 1315m

Arch Length : 480m
Arch Span : 467m

No. of spans: 17

Longest span: 467 m
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World's highest railway bridge.

Connect Baramulla and ¢ Opening: December 2022

Srinagar to Jammu via 4 Inaugurated: 13 August 2022
Udhampur-Katra-Qazigund

Built over Chenab River between Bakkal and Kauri, Reasi district, J&K
Maximum permissible speed 100 kmph
Can withstand temperatures up to - 20 degrees Celsius.

Can withstand wind speeds of upto 266 km/ h.




* Location: The Chenab Rail Bridge is located in the Reasi district of
Jammu and Kashmir, India.

* River: It spans the Chenab River.

* Project: Part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL)
project.

* Height: At 359 meters above the river bed, it is the world's highest rail
bridge.

* Length: The bridge is 1,315 meters long.



1.Engineering Feat: Designed to withstand earthquakes of magnitude 8
on the Richter scale.

2.Materials: Constructed using steel and concrete.
3.Completion Date: The bridge was completed in 2022.

4.Purpose: Aimed at improving connectivity and development in the
Kashmir Valley.

5.Challenges: Construction faced numerous challenges including
difficult terrain and harsh weather conditions.



* Consider the following statements regarding the Chenab Rail Bridge:

1.The Chenab Rail Bridge is located in the Udhampur district of Jammu and
Kashmir.

2.1t is part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Roadi Rail Link project.
3.At 359 meters above the river bed, it is the world's highest rail bridge.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only
d)1, 2 and 3
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Malavsian Airlines flight
makes emergency landing

A Maiaysian Alrlines fighe from Hydersbad to

Kuala Lumpur — Flight M

Smtrgency Tanding ot Hyderabad s Rajly Gandhi

International

rt (RGLA) in the wee

and seven crew. All the passengers and crew
disembarked safely.

A.P. to release White Paper

Darshan is not cooperating
with probe: Karnataka Police

Pavithra Gowda and other in

case

in judici; chy

police recover 3404 lakh the actor had allegedly taken as loan to cover up the murder

BENGALURU

that actor
Darshan and three
other key accused
in the Reni ukaswarny mur-
der case were not

ting with the Investgation
and were hiding facts, the

urt
Thursday as their police
custody ended. The other
accused, including Pavith,
ra

In Judicial ustody and
shifted to

Actat Dacshin being sl to 8 count | connection with the

probe and were hiding
facts_ In his first statement
to the police, Darshan had

Thursday. #T1

he would incur in covering
up the murder. The police
recovered ¥T37.4 lakh from

the
Central Prisc at Parappe:
ahara.

on
Wednesdayanddsenlakh
makeu,

ple after the crime and

further custodial interroga-

tion was needed to ascer-

ain he made those
t was

o
Ter and two city MLAS tried
to save him, reports that
the Chief Minister has
denled.

The police have said

Eyeing Assembly poll
in 2027, SP plans PDA
panchayats in UP.

their ri

cru
of Vinay, the
owner of Stonny

. FiLE FHOTO

after the Lok Sabha polis

having pasd 230 lakh to
on Polavaram soon Pradosh for the of he had asked
m the remand applica- the body and to pay those lnan to hand over to ms application.  This rds, Dalits and mi-  dav ‘Sajan’, party’s nation-
Palakollu MM«CK Nimmala Rama Naidu, who won by the Kamak- who had Ho- Dar- . the Samaj- al spokesperson an
took charge as the Minister for ‘Water Resources shipalya lice on Thurs- wever, further probe re- shzrn had hid these facts, that the accused )ua re- | wadi party is planning to clon adde of party presi-
on Thursday, said the Pradesh day, they alleged that vealedthat Darshanhadal- the police alleged corded a video of an in- | hold PDA  pa dent Akhilesh Yadav.
government would soon rehm a White Paper V. Vinay, Pra- legedly taken loan of 240 The police said inthere-  jured Renukaswamy in the | aci villages in Uttar Pra- He said the dates of the
on the Polavaram project which made lictle dosh, and Dhanraj were lakh from one Mohan Raj mand application that Dar-  shed. The police have re- | desh with an eye on the panduyals “will be final-
progress during the YSRCP regime. not cooperating with the towards further expenses shan had called many peo- fused to comment on this. ly election soon™.
due In 2027, l‘n Januuy, the SP hxd
‘With thes: PDA
mg party alns to sensitise  in all lhe 403 Asemb)y
Lost polls as ‘radicals’ backed UDF, Ezhavas chose BJP: CPI(M) :
Ml’ rights and the alleged The PDA dolnlna(ed
r C ac e > e I discrimination the Bharati- l'he Lok Sabha election
va Janata Party (BJP) has aignorme party with
ZThe Hindu Burean the Left Democratic didates and chan axis posed insidious . Its tack in Kera- Hindutva, backed against them. Mr_ ‘Akhilesh
THIRUVANANTHAPURANM Front's (LDF) defeat in the ir votes to help the UDF. pmblem for x«n. s secu-  la was to nurture identity  the mp. especnny n Thris- t the deprlvtd sections
Lok Sabha electi “These are radical Isla- lar legacy. The illicit con- people of sur. Gowi. s.ld “Artacks on rights” need to be united
‘The consolidation of Mus- five of par- that as- would fuel different castes - some bl:hnps. possibly in. “We are planning to hold 3
Hm ‘fundamentalist” or- ty deliberations to ferret pire to transform India into ity and mi re- by Central .gen- PDA panchayats to educat The SP had given rough-
tions d  the out sons for lhe an Islamic and erode naissance values cham- cles and by the Dalits and Iy s to candi-
Congressded United De- LDF's dismal as Kerala soclety’s secular pioned by soctal fo- ‘bou dates from these commun-
mocratic Front (UDF) and  the husnngs CPI(M) smm UDF's alllance parters and progressive fabric, he reformers. eign funding, were seen at | their rights by the BJP and  ities. The strategy paid off
the shift of the luring the Lok Sabha cam- sabd. He said a section of the E]P f\.ln-:m The CPIM) how they (the BIP) are with 37
Ezhava votes, a core CP1 sasd the SDPI Wdfale Par- g™, Mr. Mr. Govindan said the Christian community, would fight caste-based plam to play with the out of the 62 LS seats it
(M) constituency, to the . Jamaat- He id the Congress- Parivar swore by the rwhe! identity politics and thdn Constitution. It is going contested, the
BJP were the key factors in  Islami had not fielded can-  1U! 1. SDP1L casteist  supported the UDF and op-  majoritarianism, he be our first se s tally to only 33 seats.
Central, north | Array of colours HC declines
Kerala may to quash
get heavy rain voyeurism
from today case against
electrician
The Hindu Burean
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A artist's @
Pampa and Sabarimats temple.

Sabarimala ropeway:
Forest Department
gets alternative land

The Hindu Bureau
PATHANAMTHITTA

uploaded in the PARIVESH

the Ministry Environ-

in a significant boost for  ment and Forests,” said an

the long-pending proposal ial.

tw© a The 2 tong

project in the for
is all from

sex to col the For-  the Pam; tion to

the Sabarimala %l

revenue land adjacent to
o in hinnak-
While the

struct lower termi-
nal at P. and

.6 hectare for the upper
terminal he

The ropeway aims o

1dukki.

ton gpods from Pampa
to the Sannidhanam. re-
placing the tractors cur-
rently In use, and will f
fure ambulance cars for

mergency patient tran-
under a
and eranst-

letion
in24 momh- of commenc-

ing the
™

Central and north Kerala is
likely to witness an intense
spell of rain in the coming
days. wiggered by a wough

of low-pressure that runs
off the Karnataka and Kera-
1a coasts.

“The India Meteo(olng-

Line up: Women drying clothes on the bank of

y of the Krishna, in

on Thursday. 6% A&

Karnataka govt. clears Centre’s
proposal on reviving gold
mining at Kolar Gold Fields

ment ed
a proposal of the Centre
for r

oning of 13 tailing

Fields (KGF) by the Bharat
Gold Mlncs Ltd. (BGAL).
lo-a:

KGF are owned
PSU, which was 61’2—
blished in 1972, under the
Department of Mines with
its office at the KGF. As
much as 33 million tonnes
of dumps (extrac-
tion waste) is estimated to
be lying at the 13 tailing
dun\psaklhekﬂl\lllsﬂﬁ

Asmuch as 33

Iying 3t the 13

o =
2t the KGF.x

mated that one tonne of
dump yields one gram of

the State by the Centre un-
der column 17 of the Mines
and D

gold on

A Cabinet meeting p:
sided over by Chief Minis.

and 1957,

Chandrababu Naidu
seeks suggestions to
develop Amaravati

AMARAVATI

While welcoming sugges-
tions from people on how

do. where to start and how
o proc

He visited the capital re-
gion on Thursday.

Act.
seeking the State’s consent
for reviving gold mining at

the KGE.

with
Mr. Naidu was addressing
the media and the Amara-
wvarti farmers at under-con-

a5

srucafon CROA" Project

Later, he interacted with

tained struggle the
attempts of the Jagan Mo-

Reddy government to
destroy the capital and set
= Mr. Nai-

.

BENGALURU

newly built house several

years ago In Shivamogea.
mis-

used the friendly relation-

The woman lodged
2 complaint against him.
The tioner  had




Karnataka govt. clears Centre’s
proposal on reviving gold
mining at Kolar Gold Fields

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Karnataka govern-
ment on Thursday cleared
a proposal of the Centre
for reviving gold mining
and auctioning of 13 tailing
dumps spread over 1,003.4
acres at the Kolar Gold
Fields (KGF) by the Bharat
Gold Mines Ltd. (BGML).
The mines located at the
KGF are owned by BGML, a
PSU, which was esta-
blished in 1972, under the
Department of Mines with
its office at the KGF. As
much as 33 million tonnes
of tailing dumps (extrac-
tion waste) is estimated to
be lying at the 13 tailing
dumps at the KGF. It is esti-

As much as 33 million tonnes of extraction waste is estimated to be

lying at the 13 tailing dumps at the KGF. K. BHAGYA PRAKASH

mated that one tonne of
dump yields one gram of
gold on processing.

A Cabinet meeting pre-
sided over by Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah cleared
the proposal submitted to

the State by the Centre un-
der column 17 of the Mines
and Minerals Development
and Regulation Act, 1957,
seeking the State’s consent
for reviving gold mining at
the KGF.




The World's Biggest Gold Mines

Top gold mines by tonnes of gold produced annually”
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* Latest available data as of September 2020
Source: World Gold Council via BBC



Event: Karnataka government cleared a proposal for reviving gold mining at
Kolar Gold Fields (KGF).

Proposal Origin: The proposal was from the Centre.

Mining Location: Kolar Gold Fields (KGF).

Responsible Organization: Bharat Gold Mines Ltd. (BGML), a Public Sector
Undertaking (PSU).




1.BGML Establishment: Established in 1972.

2.Area Covered: The auctioning involves 13 tailing dumps spread over 1,003.4
acres.

3.Waste Estimate: There are 33 million tonnes of tailing dumps (extraction waste)
at KGF.

4.Gold Yield: It is estimated that one tonne of dump yields one gram of gold on
processing.

5.Government Approval: The proposal was cleared by the Cabinet meeting
presided over by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.

6.Legislation Reference: The clearance was sought under column 17 of the Mines
and Minerals Development and Regulation Act, 1957.



* Consider the following statements regarding the recent developments at Kolar
Gold Fields (KGF):

1.The Karnataka government has cleared a proposal from the Centre to revive gold
mining at Kolar Gold Fields.

2.Bharat Gold Mines Ltd. (BGML), established in 1972, is responsible for the KGF.
3.The proposal involves auctioning 33 tailing dumps spread over 1,003.4 acres.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* a) 1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2and3
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to enter south Be

‘The southwest monsoon is about to enter south
Bengal and has advanced In some parts of north

Bengal, to the
Department (IMD). olkats and adjoining areas
T A oo ced THawactey et clis

e wert o & fw degress, bringing
reliet fram the Sweltering Peat and hulnldn'y The
usual © on to arrive in south
Bengal is ber\veen]une 7 and 10. But it is already
10-13 days late and this has led to extreme
in Kolkata and

PMILA court takes cognisance
of ED complaint of bank fraud

A special PMLA court on June 13 took cognisance
of the complaint filed by the E0's Mumbal zonal
office over the alleged bank frauds by Exs Dee
Alumnini n Thursday.

accus

EC receives 11
requests for
EVM memory
verification

NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
of India has received II pe-
titions for memos wverifi-
cation of electronic voting
machines (ballos unit, con-
trol unit and VVPAT) from

Rain cools dowmn North India,
eases heatwave conditions

Dry conditions are

monsoon, stalled over Central India, T

indu Bureau
NEW DELEHI

catwave  condi
tions have abated
arge parts of

o recently concluded over 1

Lok Sabha and Assembly | North India, the India Me-
This will n teorol

checking 5% of EVMSs in ev- (IMD) said on Th

ery by s ntofa | Butthe relief is expected to

Lok Sabha consttuency | be shortlived as dry conds-

listed in !

This s the first time that

such requests have

received since the Su

preme Court order of April

24 allowing verification

e roquess of the runnars
ection

n.
requests
for the Lok

face over the weekend or
early next week.

“Heat wave conditions
have abated from Punj

Sabha
three each from the BIP
and Congress, three

qQuests were for the As-

£
1xd.. “The technical
ED filed the pras«.\ﬂon mmplalnl aganst 14 Operating Procedure en-
e the
its chatrman Sudip Dutta, Ashish arya, £ and steps for checking
Jayesh Shah, Hiren Shah and others. Previously. and wverify of burne
had provisionally attached proceeds of memory/microconerol
amouRting to £11.19 crore in the form of of EVM —— il be 1

the ED
crime
immowable properties, such as flats.

sued.” the Es

cted o resurface over the weekend or early next week. says IMD. The

s the North B

Cool sight: Rain clouds hower in the sky over Noida on Thursday morming. =T

five days. however, adds
that maximum tempera-
tures were likely to rise by

grees Celsius in ma

has been stalled over Cen-

following. Iighx rain from a
disturbance. Pun-

the previous day's high.
the IMD noted.
The monsoon, which

and
ha, Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
northwest Bay of Bengal.
sub-Himalayan West Ben-
gal, and some parts of Bi-
har, l_hexe is no update re-
its arrival over
Rorthern India, which has
been in the grip of searing

June 25 and July 1

US. setto
train Indian
astronauts at
NASA centre

WASHINGTON

NASA administrator  Bill
Nelson has t the

dson’s ents

came after 3 fact sheet 1s.
the U.S. and India

aﬁer ﬂle ICET Dialogu
berween National Secul
Aviser AYit Doveal and i
U.S. counterpart, Jake Sulli-
van. on june 17.

“Building on my visit to
India kast year, NASA conti-
nues to further the United
States and India initiative

al and E

heatwave conditions for
nearly a month. the IMD
said

While there is no single
consolidat figure In New Delhi, Mr. Sulli-
deaths fmm heam'av&s. van and Mr. Doval conclud-
the Press Trust of India on | ed the Strategic Frame-
Thursday. citing sources. | work for Human
Spaceflight Cooperation to
deepen interoperability in
space and Sre. morking 16

ward ncing  ad-
Yanced training for Indian

¥ 18,
_These figures cold not | Space Rescarch Oreanisa-
the NASA

Fated with the Ministry. Johnson Space Centre.

Limbless amphibian found
in Kaziranga for first time

The Hindu Bureau
GUWARATL
A Mmbless amphitian has
n added to the fauna in
et 30749 sq.
ranga National Park and
Tiger Resewe
Assam’s wildlife officlals
said a team of
gists recorded the s"lped
caecilian Uchth spp)
in the ti reserve for the
first time during a rapid
herpetofauna survey con-
ducted from June 4-17.

The survey was con-  herpetofauna, are the least

T

g:mxands. and hill tracts

III'T-Delhi’s project
wins joint 2nd prize
in global competition

CHENNAL
A profect by the Indrapras-

tha Instiute of Information
Technology. -

Dell
Delh, has won the e joine
second prize Trinity
Chall,

project is on tackling
of antimicrobial
resistance

level AMR data collection
and evidence based man-

les these issues lhlougtl
four major components:

s
a charity supporting the

ducted with support from
Safhal Sengupts of Assam
Don Bosco

an g hahllan for h
The

hijit Das of the Witdiite tn-

Choudhury _College in
estern Assam's Barpeta;  sence holds critical linkag-
]ayadlty: Purkayastha of es to evolution and

tiger reserve
nomeg 24 species of am-
phibians and 74 species of
reptiles. It is also home to
21 of the 29 species of tor-
toises and freshwater tur-
tes found in India.
Kaziranga's Director, So-
nali Ghosh, said, ~a tram-

Help spec
a statement Issued

of data-driven so-
against  global
ats.

The project, ‘AMRsense:
i

by empowering CHWSs with

Sys-
the integra-

with a proactive one health

ecosystem’®, was v
pritesh Sethi of the HIT-
Delhi in collaboration with
CHRI-PATH, Img.com, and

AMed:

e thaited mwavervens,

Eartg Jayanta Kumar Roy  tion.” enhance ﬂ\e skllls of forest

of A the K. wthori-

Kar of the Turtle Survival  ties said. FieniBcation and canser:

Alliance. The diverse vation for better
Reptiles and amphi-  of and protec-

bians, collectively called flood plains, wetlands, tion of these vital species.™

training, and low
motivation, there is a sig-
nificant gap in community-

Son of antisloce sales, con:
sum

system for integrative in-
sights on AMR; and the

Flood-affected children to

soon get

Rahul Karmakar
GUWARATE

Flood-affected children are
set to get a “school in a box"
model relief camps

box or child-

‘school in a box’

materists ftems for ensuring.

for
monsoring and evaluating
AMR trends.

ing the psychological im-

of chidinen. STU RAS KOMMAR

training officials and field
workers of the Women and
Child_ Development and

pact of displacement on

n older than skx.
“The focus of CFS ear-

lier was on up to

maxlln.lslng tha: ey or
the box for flood-hi

er
with the skill to maintain
the education continuity of
children in the model relief
camps,” Ms. Borah sald.
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Follow Tukaram’s abhangs

r adharma raises #ts head and wreaks havoc,
there s divine course in the form of. -
rushas (salnts), who live among the ordinary people. The
Marath! saint, Sant Tukaram, who was born over 400
years ago was one such saint. sald Sri Tukaram Ganapari

Maharaj in a namasankeerthana

One has 3 daily needs: food, water and the wise words
of 3 sadtms. Just 22 how one keeps one’s person and dwell
clean, so should one cleanse one’s inner self with the
KiSiares ot Tukaram. Saines Hike him Alocoursed only on
their pure experiences.

Tukaram's abhangs are not only enjoyable but they also
help uplift devotees. There are many well wishers to guide
s on worldly matters, from children’s education to choos-
ing professional courses and careers. But, ve:
ask

a person  he has read the Bhagavad Gita_
DIFFICULTY RATING: WYY ST vy oy It is not enough to plan for a sucoessi\l.l material life,
B one should also examine the true purpose of life, for an
‘7' - i “'; '5 that only the works < o saints like Tukaram ¢
provide. Tukaram y hastsed that while one
? g ; Thould have the means o live, one should also lead a men.
11 ningful life. by of the Si
6 74 ~The ant and the king are alike co my mind and gold
s 1 9| andclay too are the same.” he said. Every comfort is God's
> 38 andll‘onela:kslnanylhlng it is God's will.
s = > Gesting rid of the ego. is the only worthwhile
3 goal, sasd whose 4,152 m ng by
=3 4 6| Slioiees during ashadt, lakhs of whorm undestake. padayx-
3 81 tra for 20 days, traversing 300 km.




Limbless amphibian found
in Kaziranga for first time

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A limbless amphibian has
been added to the fauna in
the 1,307.49 sq. km Kazi-
ranga National Park and
Tiger Reserve.

Assam’s wildlife officials
said a team of herpetolo-
gists recorded the striped
caecilian (Ichthyophis spp)
in the tiger reserve for the
first time during a rapid
herpetofauna survey con-
ducted from June 14-17.

The survey was con-
ducted with support from
Saibal Sengupta of Assam
Don Bosco University; Ab-
hijit Das of the Wildlife In-
stitute of India; Rajeev Ba-
sumatary and Samrat
Sengupta of D.R. College in
eastern Assam’s Golaghat;
Jaydev Mandal of Madhab
Choudhury College in
western Assam’s Barpeta;
Jayaditya Purkayastha of
Guwahati-based Help
Earth; Jayanta Kumar Roy
of Aaranyak; and Sushmita
Kar of the Turtle Survival
Alliance.

Reptiles and amphi-
bians, collectively called

:5’" R ‘N-(‘ﬂi.:‘.:-"k' o \.-;_;k,"--

Tin g e

The striped caecilian. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

herpetofauna, are the least
studied but most vulnera-
ble to climate change.
“Caecilians are limbless
amphibians that spend
most of their lives bur-
rowed under soil. They
are, therefore, the least
studied of the amphibian
species. As they are an an-
cient species, their pre-
sence holds critical linkag-
es to evolution and
intercontinental  specia-
tion,” a statement issued
by the Kaziranga authori-
ties said.

The diverse ecosystem
of Kaziranga, comprising
flood plains, wetlands,

grasslands, and hill tracts
on the periphery, provides
an ideal habitat for herpe-
tofauna. The tiger reserve
houses 24 species of am-
phibians and 74 species of
reptiles. It is also home to
21 of the 29 species of tor-
toises and freshwater tur-
tles found in India.
Kaziranga’s Director, So-
nali Ghosh, said, “a train-
ing and sensitisation pro-
gramme was held to
enhance the skills of forest
personnel in herpetofauna
identification and conser-
vation for ensuring better
management and protec-
tion of these vital species.”




 Species: Striped caecilian (Ichthyophis spp).

* Location: 1,307.49 sq. km area of Kaziranga National Park and Tiger
Reserve.

e Survey Date: Conducted from June 14-17.

* Organizations Involved: Assam Don Bosco University, Wildlife
Institute of India, D.R. College in Golaghat, Madhab Choudhury
College in Barpeta, Help Earth, Aaranyak, and Turtle Survival Alliance.



Ecological Importance: Caecilians are burrow-dwelling and least studied among amphibians,
vulnerable to climate change, and critical for understanding evolution and speciation.

Biodiversity in Kaziranga: Home to 24 species of amphibians, 74 species of reptiles, 21 of 29
Indian species of tortoises and freshwater turtles.

Kaziranga Ecosystem: Comprises flood plains, wetlands, grasslands, and hill tracts.
Conservation Efforts: Training and sensitization programs for forest personnel on herpetofauna
identification and conservation.

Challenges: Herpetofauna, including reptiles and amphibians, are highly vulnerable to climate
change.



* Consider the following statements regarding the recent discovery in Kaziranga National
Park:

1.A limbless amphibian, the striped caecilian, was recently found in Manas National Park.
2.Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve spans over 1,307.49 sq. km.

3.The discovery was made during a survey conducted in collaboration with several
organizations including the Wildlife Institute of India and Assam Don Bosco University.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2and3



[IIT-Delhi’s project
wins joint 2nd prize
in global competition

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A project by the Indrapras-
tha Institute of Information
Technology, Delhi (IIIT-
Delhi), has won the joint
second prize in Trinity
Challenge’s second compe-
tition, on tackling the esca-
lating threat of antimicro-
bial resistance (AMR), a
press release said.

The Trinity Challenge is
a charity supporting the
creation of data-driven so-
lutions to help protect
against global health
threats.

The project, ‘AMRsense:
empowering communities
with a proactive one health
ecosystem’, was led by Tav-
pritesh Sethi of the IIT-
Delhi in collaboration with
CHRI-PATH, 1mg.com, and
the Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR).

In India, where over
9,00,000 ASHA workers
face limited awareness, in-
sufficient training, and low
motivation, there is a sig-
nificant gap in community-

The prize-winning
project is on tackling
the escalating threat
of antimicrobial
resistance

level AMR data collection
and evidence-based man-
agement. AMRSense tack-
les these issues through
four major components:
community engagement
by empowering CHWs with
Al-assisted data recording
tools for accurate and sim-
plified data collection; data
integration by creating a
unified AMR data ecosys-
tem through the integra-
tion of antibiotic sales, con-
sumption, and
WHONet-compliant  sur-
veillance data using open-
source tools and APIs;
predictive analytics by us-
ing federated analytics
across the OneHealth eco-
system for integrative in-
sights on AMR; and the
AMRaura Scorecard for
monitoring and evaluating
AMR trends.




* Focus: Tackling the escalating threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

 Competition: Trinity Challenge, a charity supporting data-driven solutions
for global health threats.

* Project Title: AMRsense: empowering communities with a proactive one
health ecosystem.

* Project Lead: Tavpritesh Sethi of llIT-Delhi.

* Collaborators: CHRI-PATH, 1mg.com, and the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR).

e Context in India: Over 9,00,000 ASHA workers face limited awareness,
insufficient training, and low motivation.



Project Components:

e Community engagement by empowering Community Health Workers (CHWSs) with Al-assisted data
recording tools.

e Data integration by creating a unified AMR data ecosystem.
e Predictive analytics using federated analytics across the OneHealth ecosystem.
e AMRaura Scorecard for monitoring and evaluating AMR trends.

Data Sources: Integration of antibiotic sales, consumption, and WHONet-compliant
surveillance data using open-source tools and APIs.

Outcome: Addressing community-level AMR data collection and evidence-based
management.




e Consider the following statements regarding the IlIT-Delhi's project that won joint
second prize in a global competition:

1.The project titled AMRsense is focused on tackling the threat of Viral resistance (AMR).

2.The Oxford Challenge supports the creation of data-driven solutions for global health
threats.

3.The project was led by Tavpritesh Sethi of llIT-Delhi in collaboration with ICMR and other
organizations.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 3 only
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Putin signs deals with Vietnam
in bid to shore up ties in Asia

Russian President Viadimir Putin signed at least 3 dosen deats wath

o supphy

=y
fosit fueta vchacing natural gas to Vietriam for the fang tefrn uring
Asia

2 stats viskt that comes as Mascow it seskding to

o offset =

Bolster ties in
Ukraine. 4

RIYVADN

Death count tops 1.OOO after
Haj marked l_)x extreme heat

REUTERS

The death toll from this year's Haj has exceeded 1,000, 3 talty said
©n Thursday. mare than half of them unregistered worshippers who
d the pilgrmage in extrerne heat in Saudi Arabia. The
aticnst metearological centre reported 3 bigh of 518 degrees
Cotsius this week at the Grand Mosmue In Mecca. s

LOS ANGELES

Golden Globe-winner Donald

Sutherland passes away at 88

-~
Emvy and Golden

HUALA LUMPUR
China a ‘true friend and not to
be feared: Malaysian leader Anwar

-~

the eni i
films including “The Dirty

comn
.~ has died, his son said cn
Thursday. He was 88, “Vith a heawy heart,

tell you that my father,

Donald Suthertand, has passed away.” his son Kiefer wrote on X. o

ap

Prime Minister Amwar frahim on Thursday rejected the

notion that China's dominance & to be feared, calling Chins a “trse
friend” at the end of Premier Li Qiang's visit to mark 50 years of

diplomatic ties
dizcussed some contentious

their countries. Me. Arraar said they
ilaterst issses 35 “equst partners".

Rutte seals NATO top job
after lone rival drops out

Dubbed as “Teflon Mark” for his ability to remain in power for so long in the Netherfands, Rutte will

become the fourth Dutchman to lead NATO since it emerged from the ashes of Second World War

NATO at a pivotal time for
the alliance, after sole chal-

lenger President
Klaus lohannis pulled out.
The wveteran politician,
S7. Is expected to be for-
mally named by NATO's 32
nations in the coming days
and should take over whe
current chief Jens Stolten-
berg's term ends on Octob-
er1
Mr. Rutte will come in at
a perilous moment for the
Western allies as Russia’s
war in Ukmlne drags on
and rrump battles

o ecinim the presidency

Cutch Prime
at the aance’s

o Macic fiutbe a1 NATO.

with H vs Viktor Or-
ban at a European Union
summit this week

surpr
Timea reaher among al-
lies b n a smooth
appointment for Mr. Rutte
ahead of a NATO summit in

i Brussels. REUTERS

in the Unl(ed States come
Nasve

staking his claim
for the s job last year follow-
ing the collapse of his coali-
tion, staunch Ukraine
backer Rutte guickly won
the support of heavy-
weights the United States,
Britain, France and Germa-

ny. But he had to use all the
plomati Is gleaned
during a.lmas-l 14 years in
charge of the Netherlands
to win over hold-outs led
by Turkiye and Hungary.
Mr. Rutte overcame Tur-
Kis! e with an
April visit to Istanbul, be-
fore finally sealing a deal

Russ:a hits

Rormal ¥
council on Thu: any. | icat infeastructure in cen-
s had tral eastern Ukraine,
ty and the force
thar she country backed | satd.

AMr. Rutte.
bbed “Teflon Mark™

from of
Second World War to con-
front Sowviet

coLoMBO

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Thursda

sector initiarives that India
and Sri Lanka have agree
o joindly undercake. Pt

ordination
(MROC) and handed owver
new homes built with In-
dian assistance.

In his first bilateral visit
abroad Aﬁer bemg re-ap-

ed'all the drones and fve
said

authorities in two regions
reported fires at oil storage
depots after drone attacks,
two days aﬁer a Ukrainian
strike started & huge blaze
at another mﬁne

South Korea
may supply
weapons

to Ukraine
Associated Press
sEovt

South Korea said on Thurs-

.Silenc ing protest

Kenys pofice officers surrcund 3 protester during 3 demonstration against tax hikes 3s Members of the Parliament vote the Finance Bill-2024

in Gowntown Nairoibi, on Thursday. Thousands of demonstrators took to the streets to protest contentious tax hikes. AFP

the post in the
nmu, iacaliod <coalition

the Lol.ombo Naved Thead:
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In Sri Lanka, Jaishankar
reviews energy projects

meets his Sri Lankan counterpart Al Sabry during a
mecting in Sri Lanks on Thursday. #T1

of model villages in capital
Colombo and the eastern
district of Trincomale:
virtual ceremony.

m

o
the southern

to a short re-
his

district, and unmanned in-

view
counterpart Ali Sabry, Mr.

m loca-
tions across Sri Lanka's

Kar focused mostly on pro-
gress made in the froapiie.

“This initiative under-

na. =
Leader of Opposition Sajith
along  wi

scores the
tme

mduandsru.an

a(ross the Ls.land nation,

ources said, in addition to
mmmg the Sd Lankan lea-
dership, and senior politi-
clans from the ruling and

ration projects. Addiional-

leaders representing the
Muslen and hill country

* Mr.
o‘ﬁl:e a2t in = statemment.
ty has bee:

Tamil who ar
the Opposition z.|~

liance. Mr. Jaishankar my

hill

who
Wickremesinghe's govern-
ment.

He also met former Pre-
sident

Lanka, Maldives, and
Mauritius, along with Ban-
gladesh and the Seychelles

Iy, ix that
xxsu'uc(lnn Of the Sam-
r Plant is set

as
The move for the Coor-
dination Centre coincides

docking  of
search vessels at Sri Lan-
kan ports.

His brother and former Mi-

gation of politicians repre-
people of the
north and east_
According to sources fa-
miliar _with the discus-
sions, the pending pol

icical
solution to the national

=
ways of efficien-
cy of iIndia-backed

aimed at ring Sri

Talks covered pro-
jects under India’s support
for Tri

inghe and Mr. Jaishankar
Jointly unveiled a

o5
houses constructed under
Indian Hous-

lee and expanding the Kan-
kesanthural port, the state-
ment

Terming the launch of

the
ing Prnject in the central
Nuwara

ed over houses built as part

er, or representatives of
the Vimukzhi Pera-
muna (JVP or People’s Lib-
eration Front)-led National
*s Power, which has
eme: a stry opposi-
tional voice in Sri Lanka.

People

Myanmar armed groups accuse
military of breaking ceasefire

YANGON

An alliance of
ethnic armed groups have

month and causing civilian
casualties.

Beijing brokered a ruce
between the junta and the
so-called “Three Brother-
hood

cratic ance
QMNDAA). and the # Arakan
Army  (AA) hold

cae

launched an air
strike on territory
the TNEA holds

swathes of territory it had
seized In northern Shan
state.

Junta troops on Wednes-
day launched an air srike

terthory  the TNLA
holds near ihe ruby and
gem-mining hub of Mogok,
the group said.

“In this incident, one ci-
vilian was killed and 3
wounded including a 10-
year-old s e Tl
sasd.

Drone
On Tuesday junta troops
had launched a drone at-

tack that had killed one

ise ensi
northern Myanmar, sezin
several towns and hscr:
border hubs that are vital
for trade with China, deal-
ing a blow to
strapped  and
Jun

nta.
Border trade with China

during  April-May was
down by almost a third

ca
isolated

trolled media reported Last
week.

Hamas cannot be eliminated, says
Israel’s top Army spokesperson

France Presse
JERUSALEM
i1srael's top Army spokes-
man said on Wednesday
T mas cannot be
eliminated, promptng a
knee-jerk reaction from

the government which
quickly reiterated it re-
mains committed to the
Palestinian militant
group’s

p's

More than eight months
of war, sparked by Hamas's
unprecedented Ocmber 7
attack on Israel, have fafled
to oust the Islamist mili-
tants from Gaza but have
brought widespread
devastation.

“To say ﬂ\al we are go-

provide an alternative, in

their way past destroyed buildings in Khan Yunis
prbs

B Mt i e the ongoing war.

the end we will have Ha-
mas." -ar Admiral Dansel
Hagarl told lsracl's Chan
nel 13 broadc:

aster.
“Hamas is an ideology,

we cannot eliminate an

ideology"

His  comments were

quickly rebuffed by the of-

fice of israeli Prime Minis-

whose cabinet has stated
its Gaza offensive will not
end until Hamas is
defear,

“The political and secur-
ity cabinet headed by
Prime Minister Netanyahu
defined as one of the goals
of the war the destruction
of Hamas’s military and go-

ter

said in a

Russia opens
treason trial

is of course | oscow
committed to this.~

nia . a 32-year-

<h: old dual U.S.- o citi-

people in Israel. mosty ci-
vilians, accor o a tally
based on Israeli official

figures.
Israel’s retaliatory offen-
sive aimed at elimi
Hamas has kllled s )east
37,396 people in
cording to Health blh\lsu).

funds to a Ukrai-

2022, shordy after Russia
launched @&s  military
offensive.

Ms. Karelina faces up to
20 years in prison i found
guilty.

Amx




Rutte seals NATO top job
after lone rival drops out

Dubbed as ‘Teflon MarKk’ for his ability to remain in power for so long in the Netherlands, Rutte will

become the fourth Dutchman to lead NATO since it emerged from the ashes of Second World War

Agence France-Presse
BUCHAREST

utgoing Dutch
0 Prime Minister
Mark Rutte on

Thursday clinched the race
to become the next head of
NATO at a pivotal time for
the alliance, after sole chal-
lenger Romanian President
Klaus Iohannis pulled out.

The veteran politician,
57, is expected to be for-
mally named by NATO’s 32
nations in the coming days
and should take over when
current chief Jens Stolten-
berg’s term ends on Octob-
erl.

Mr. Rutte will come in at
a perilous moment for the
Western allies as Russia’s
war in Ukraine drags on
and Donald Trump battles
to reclaim the presidency

}

2
.

Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte and NATO secretary-general Jens

Stoltenberg at the alliance’s headquarters in Brussels. REUTERS

in the United States come
November.

After staking his claim
for the job last year follow-
ing the collapse of his coali-
tion, staunch Ukraine
backer Rutte quickly won
the support of heavy-
weights the United States,
Britain, France and Germa-

ny. But he had to use all the
diplomatic skills gleaned
during almost 14 years in
charge of the Netherlands
to win over hold-outs led
by Turkiye and Hungary.
Mr. Rutte overcame Tur-
kish reticence with an
April visit to Istanbul, be-
fore finally sealing a deal

with Hungary’s Viktor Or-
ban at a European Union
summit this week.

That left the last sticking
point as Mr. Iohannis,
whose surprise bid had
ruffled feathers among al-
lies banking on a smooth
appointment for Mr. Rutte
ahead of a NATO summit in
Washington next month.

Romania’s security
council on Thursday an-
nounced Mr. Iohannis had
formally withdrawn and
that the country backed
Mr. Rutte.

Dubbed “Teflon Mark”
for his ability to remain in
power for so long in the
Netherlands, Mr. Rutte will
become the fourth Dutch-
man to lead NATO since it
emerged from the ashes of
Second World War to con-
front the Soviet Union.



Event: Mark Rutte, outgoing Dutch Prime Minister, clinched the race to become the next head
of NATO.

Context: Rutte will be the fourth Dutchman to lead NATO since its inception after WWII.

Rival: Romanian President Klaus lohannis withdrew from the race.

Timeline: Jens Stoltenberg's term ends on October 1, and Rutte will formally take over in
November.

Support: Rutte secured the backing of key NATO members including the United States, Britain,
France, and Germany.




Diplomacy: He utilized his diplomatic experience from his 14-year tenure as the Netherlands'
leader to gain support.

Ukraine Support: Rutte is a staunch supporter of Ukraine.

Challenges: He takes the position at a critical time with ongoing conflicts in Ukraine and
internal disputes in the US.

Diplomatic Efforts: Rutte had to negotiate with Turkey and Hungary to secure his position.

NATO Summit: A NATO summit is scheduled to take place in Washington next month




* Consider the following statements
regarding Mark Rutte's appointment as
the next head of NATO:

1.Mark Rutte will become the next head
of NATO after Romanian President Klaus
lohannis withdrew from the race.

2.He will be the fourth Dutchman to lead
NATO since its inception after the
Second World War.

3.Mark Rutte's appointment is expected
to be formally confirmed after Jens
Stoltenberg's term ends in October.

* Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?

* a)1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2and3









How NATO absorbed its old foes

Europe's evolving military alliances 1949-2023

v -

1949: NATO founded | 1955: Warsaw Pact established

1952: +Greece, Turkey

1955: +West Germany

1962: Albania left the Warsaw Pact
1982: +Spain

1991: Warsaw Pact officially dishanded
1999: +Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland

2004: +Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia,
Slovenia

2009: +Albania, Croatia

2017: +Montenegro
2020: +North Macedonia
2023: +Finland

Subscribe to GZERO's geopolitics newsletters at gzeromedia.com o
Source: NATO Gz E R

everything is political



RING AROUND RUSSIA

B NATO members

Sweden

Finland

Estonia

q/ Latvia

Lnthuama
Belarus RUSSIA
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Finland Becomes
31st Member of NATO

European countries by year they joined NATO

W

W 1949

W 1952-1982

M 1999

M 2004-2009
2017-2020
2023

Accession
pending
ratification
Current
aspirations
to join

Map exludes the United States and Canada, both founding members of NATO.



What is Nato Plus?

The Nato Plus 5 is a security arrangement of 31
member countries with five aligned nations —
Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Israel and
South Korea — to address the rise of

China. It was formalised in 2019

The committee’s recommendation

The Select Committee has said that includin:
India will build upon US-India ties to streng
en global security and deter the aggression
the CCP across the Indo-Pacific region




R o

tic Treaty Organization (NATO) came into existence on. Apri

— (

e North/Atla

THE BIRTH OF

NAI

Formed on the basis of the North Atlantic
Treaty signed by 12 member nations, that
also became its founding members
Aimed at
strengthening the
Western Allies’
military response
to a possible invasion

: of western Europe by Currently, comprises
WUISQUASICI e Soviet Union & its

Hemisphere

Was the first
peacetime military
alliance the United

Was strongly opposed by
the Soviet Union

States entered into

) 28 member nations N
Warsaw Pact allies newsflicks




The 32 NATO members are:

» [ Albania * @ Lithuania
o || J} Belgium e = Luxembourg
 mmm Bulgaria * IEN Montenegro

e J+j Canada - Netherlands

o =I= Croatia » 3% North Macedonia
* b Czech Republic » o= Norway

o am Denmark * =am Poland

o H Fstonia @ Portugal

o wf= Finland e | | Romania

o ] ] France » Emm Slovakia

o« Il Germany o gmm Slovenia

e := (Greece e == Spain

e == Hungary o B== Sweden

» o= Iceland o Turkey

o | |} ltaly e Ei= United Kingdom

o mmm | atvia == United States
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Shoppers Stop boosts
fragrance portfolio
with new launches

LEG-UP FOR BURMAN FAMILY

Sebi asks Religare to
apply for open offer

Showcause notice
fixes July 12 deadline

Mumbai, June 20

IN A DEVELOPMENT that would
facilitate an open offer by the Bur-
man family to sharshokders of Reli-
sare

26% inREL

©Oct 13: REL says itwill
aspproach Sebi, RBI with
waluation reports as.
- ve Burman's
offer was undervalued

Jsn 3: Burmans question

e Tt Bt ot e (Sebi)
on Thursday directed the

ent and board of the company to
2pply to all regulators, inchuding the
Tve Bank of India (RBI).

tion before July 12, secking all the
iss for

Religare Enterprises”
Board and
management

12- RELinforms.
exchanges that R&l
has asked the NBFC
o apply for
change in
™.

provals

h the open offer by
the Burmans.
The Burmans, who hold 269 in

Saluja were blocking the open offer
- i t th

the acquisition.
In a strongly-wo order, Sebi

oo repe o Satuta and ¢
board for failing to comply with the
of Shares

¥
family was not ‘fit and propes” for

T e

cmpla:n to RBI about
REL's non-cooperation
= thatwas hindering
regulatory approval

OpenAl co-founder
llya Sutskever starts
own Al tech firm
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Personal guarantors set to
lose insolvency escape route

Resolution plan
not to extinguish
creditors’right
PRIVANSH VERMA

Deihi, June 20
1N ABID to ensure personal guar
antors (PGs) of defaulting firms
don’t escape paying their liabili

ties, the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Board of India (IBBI) has
that the 3

Jun 10 REL says Sebi's
letter was urwarranted,
has no jurisdiction and
has resuit

regulatory overreach

afterthe Burman family launchedan
open offer to acquire additional

the financial services con-

aiocsecate:

Accenture lowers
revenue forecast

bing left unguarded. mrane s

Brand integration:
A new flight path

What Air india needs
1o do to live up to the
Vistara promise

- BRANDWAGON, P9

BYTHE fundngwinter, 25
— including Dusiza, Practoand
o — have .smwx-a out of the

T2s, shedding their

=
Rapid
future List of uni
pelles = O
startups — Zepto, InCred rmse and
Poster — ertened the futureun;
thas year.
A peesent, these companics are not
bt

DHRUVARAIS
Bengalury, June 20

T
has once again cut its revenue fore-

cast for FY 24 as clients continue to
reduce spending on consulting ser-

Accenture’s revised outlook on
Thursday anticipates full-yeas rev-

152 596, compared to its carlicr pro-
IR s ok 1 contrasts with
the first quarter’s more optim
projection of 2-5%. Accenture fol-
lows a September-August financial
year.
Despite this lowered forecast,
Accenture’s shares rose by over 696 in
arket trading on the New York
Stock Exchange.

During the quaster (itx third),

regarded as a benchmark for the
Indian [T ndustry, providing a peck
into the

DiTion: & 198 Gocreans comsparcd o

s Page1:

Sebi tightens
IPO pre-open
call auction
surveillance

AKSHATA
Mumbai, June 20

THE SECURITIES AND Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) has issued

Simed at curbing the masuse of pre

public offerings (IPOs). The new

£
intervals for order entry, ordes

ion, ordes
et e iy sad Yiache e

the same period last year

domestic IT firms. The first quarler
April-June earnin, n com
mences on July 11 with bellwether
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS).

S2 TIPPED TO JOIN CLUB IN S YEARS
Dunzo, Rapido among 25 to
exit list of future unicorns

BIG BOYS OF STARTUP WORLD

&

are startups that are kel to turn
o

surged 229 to $21.1
in was

would to have rights to
proceed against them and invoke
the guarantees even after 2 reso-
lution plan is submitted by the
bidd

The board, which performs a
segulatory robe. hax proposed that
the i regula-

PLUGGING THE LOOPHOLES

= As per the latest
1881 newsietter,
creditors have
recovered merely

=The BBI's
P sals are i
line with the.
directions of
the Supreme
Court

=Thep

discussion
aim to

and efficiency

register valuer

during CIR®

n

At s e

enhance clarity

in

n't mean automatic immunity to

the guarantors.
The

mave by IBBI would help
hands of

tion process (CIRP) be amended to
bring in this change, taking cue
from a recent Supreme Court rul
ing that the approval of a resalu

tors lurthgr et e an
ambiguity in the extant rules aver

tes, credito:
meret
- theiradmitted claims fr

al gransantocs vndor tha I

ton ptan i does-

e a

cvery process

Continued on Page 11

Finance minister Nirmala
and a:

ticns in Mew Delhs on T hursds:

India Inc seeks capex hike
& capital gains tax tweaks

Bilficer, and
flas at 16.3% year-on-year.

Continved on Page 11

= Nearly 50% ofthe
future unicorns have

single founder

= Bengaluru continues
o be the future
unicoen capital of india
with 46 probable

into unicoms in three years an

those that could become unicorms in five years

Delhi NCR (29)

and Armzooco, fintech ofthe .of

NeoGrowth, and  Progcap, Mllendummym'm
Index 2024. At present. more than  healthtech firm mFine (other than -

Pract a

150,000
The 152 stastups include fintech

I? Dr .
veces farmm Pask

i models dd not take off
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<.,
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JM Financial barred from debt public issues

FEBUREAU
Mumbai, June 20

a i greed to
most directions given by Sebi in its  age:

“sroleasa

THE SECURITIES AND E
Board of India (Scbi) tuas barsed M
Financial from al:llng the

agr “
investigation and wants to resolve
the matter through the regulator’s

securitics umu‘z\umh 31,2025 duec

Acconding to a statement by [M

acting asa

o w

Pl
Furthes, JM Financial has decided
cardy mtinae its entine

IPO financing business, through

T® = isl,5

the wealth of

Unlock .
at the SEBI investor website.
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in it is limmvited.

Clearing corparations provide efficient
fund settiement, detivery, margiming
and robust risk management processes




UN Sustainable

Development Report
2024



* Recently, the 9™ edition of the Sustainable
Development Report released by UN
Sustainable Development Solutions
Network (SDSN) has highlighted that the
world is significantly behind schedule in
achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) set by the United Nations in
2015.



UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)

It is a global network established in 2012 by

the United Nations (UN).

It aims to promote practical solutions for achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at
national and international levels.




It focuses on mobilising
expertise by connecting
universities, research institutions,

The Secretariat of the SDSN is
located in Paris, France; Kuala

Lumpur, Malaysia and New York,
US.

and national laboratories to
identify and develop solutions for
tackling critical sustainability
challenges.




What are the Key Findings of the Sustainable Development
Report 20247

Global SDG Progress:

e Only 16% of SDG targets are on track to be achieved by 2030, with 84%
showing limited or reversed progress.

e Since 2020, global SDG progress has stagnated, particularly for SDGs 2 (Zero
Hunger), 11 (Sustainable Cities), 14 (Life Below Water), 15 (Life on
Land), and 16 (Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions).



Significant reversals in progress is observed

in obesity rates (SDG 2), press freedom (SDG 16), red
list index (SDG 15), sustainable nitrogen
management (SDG 2), and life expectancy at birth
(SDG 3), influenced by Covid-19 and other factors.

Progress towards SDG9 (Industry, Innovation,
and Infrastructure), is showing slightly
positive trends.




* Regional and Country Group Variations:

* Nordic countries lead in SDG achievement,
with Finland (score 86.4) ranked first,

followed by Sweden (85.7), Denmark (85.0),
Germany (83.4), and France.

* BRICS and BRICS+ countries (Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, UAE) have shown faster-
than-average SDG progress since 2015.




e Bottom 3 Countries: South Sudan, Central
African Republic and Chad.

* East and South Asia are the regions with the most
SDG progress since 2015.
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According to the World Bank, about 10% of the world's population
lives in extreme poverty, surviving on less than USD 1.90 a day.

It also reports that only 43% of adults in low-income countries (LICs)
have access to formal financial services, limiting their ability to invest
and save for the future.




What is the Performance of India in SDG Index?

Ranking: India secured 109th rank with the overall score of 64.0.

Status of SDG Targets: Only around 30% of SDG targets are on track
or have been achieved.

e There is limited progress in the other 40% of the targets and in around 30% of
targets the situation is worsening.



* Average Performance of SDGs: Highest performance is
observed in achieving SDG 1, SDG 4, SDG 12 and SDG 13.
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* Consider the following statements: (2016)

1.The Sustainable Development Goals were first
proposed in 1972 hy a global think tank called
the ‘Club of Rome’.

2.The Sustainable Development Goals have to be
achieved by 2030.

3.Which of the stutements given above is/are
correct?

* (a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Russia Ships
EqQuipments to
Kudankulam
NPP




Russia has shipped the first batch of 26 turbine hall pipeline valves (High-
pressure and low-pressure gate valves) for the Kudankulam Nuclear Power
Project's (KNNP) reactors 5 and 6

Their key function is a tight shut-off of the fluid or gas flow to
ensure reliable operation of the system.

It currently has 2 x 1,000 MWe WWER reactors generating power, with 4
more reactors of similar capacity under construction.




 WWER are "Water-Water Power Reactor”. These
reactors use water as both the coolant and
the moderator for the nuclear reactions that
produce energy.




* KNNP has been modernised jointly by Russia's
Rosatom and the Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Limited (NPCIL). It is the largest nuclear
power plant in India.

* Itis India’s first nuclear plant to use imporied PWR
(Pressurised Water Reactor) technology.

* Its construction began in 2002 and it is expected to
operate in full capacity by 2027.

* The share of nuclear power in the total

electricity generation in the country was
about 2.8% in the year 2022-23.



Operational Nuclear Power Plants in India

Narora Atomic Power Plant

Rajasthan Atomic Power Plant (KOTA)

Kakrapar Atomic Power Plant

Tarapur Atomic Power Plant

Kaiga Generating Station

Madras Atomic Power Plant (KALPAKKAM)

Kudankulam Nuclear Power Station




India’s First
Joint Doctrine
for Cyberspace
Operation




It encompasses activities such
as cyber warfare, cyber defence,
and information operations
conducted by military forces in
both offensive and defensive
capacities

In military terms, cyberspace
refers to the domain where

operations involving computers,
networks, and electronic
systems occur.




7 Types of Cyberwarfare Attacks

g W & &

Espionage Sabotage Denial-of-service Electrical Propaganda Economic Surprise
(DoS) Attacks Power Grid Attacks Disruption Attacks




« What is Doctrine for Cyberspace Operation?

» A doctrine for cyberspace operations is a set of principles,
guidelines, and strategies developed by military
organizations to govern their activities in the cyberspace
domain. It outlines how military forces should plan, execute, and
manage operations involving computers, networks, and
electronic systems.




Comparison with China:

China has developed significant capabilities in cyberwarfare, including cyberweapons
designed to disrupt or incapacitate an adversary’s military assets and strategic networks. In
contrast, India has been slow to develop similar capabilities, approving only the creation of a

limited tri-service Defence Cyber Agency in 2019, instead of the fully-fledged Cyber
Command requested by the armed forces.




* With the present state of development, Artificial Intelligence can
effectively do which of the following? (UPSC 2020)
1.Bring down electricity consumption in industrial units
2.Create meaningful short stories and songs
3.Disease diagnosis
4. Text-to-Speech Conversion
5.Wireless transmission of electrical energy

» Select the correct answer using the code given below:

*(a) 1, 2, 3and 5 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2, 4 and 5 only
(d) 1,2, 3, 4and5
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The langest cricket match taok place in 1939
between England and South Africa, sfter

14 days it ended with a tie.




Word of the day

Dulcify:

make sweeter in taste

SYNONymMS: sweeten, edulcorate

Usa €. He used honey to dulcify his tea.
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