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• NTA Chief Removed:

• Subodh Kumar Singh, Director-General of National Testing Agency 
(NTA), removed due to alleged paper leak and irregularities in NEET-
UG exam.

• Education Ministry constitutes an expert panel to reform the 
organizational structure of NTA.

• Panel chaired by former ISRO chief K. Radhakrishnan to submit report 
within two months.



CBI Probe Announced:

Investigation into cheating and malpractice in NEET-UG to be 
handled by Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

Public Examination (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024, enacted 
to ensure strict actions against guilty individuals and organizations.



• NEET-PG Examination Postponed:

• Health Ministry postpones NEET-PG exam as a "precautionary 
measure" due to allegations and protests.

• Examination rescheduled to prevent inconvenience to candidates and 
ensure their best interests.



Protests and Reactions:

Congress workers protest against irregularities in NEET-
UG results.

Various political and student bodies criticize the 
postponement of NEET-PG, calling it a failure and shame.



1.Arrests in NEET Paper Leak Case:
1. Six people arrested in Bihar in connection with NEET question paper leak case 

by Economic Offences Unit.



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent changes and actions taken by the Indian 
government related to the National Testing Agency (NTA) and the NEET examinations:

1. The Director-General of the National Testing Agency (NTA) was removed due to alleged paper leak 
and irregularities in the NEET-UG examination.

2. An expert panel chaired by a former ISRO chief has been constituted to recommend reforms in 
the NTA's structure and functioning.

3. The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) will investigate the NEET-UG exam malpractice, and the 
Health Ministry has postponed the NEET-PG exam as a precautionary measure.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3





• Recommendations Relating to GST Rates on Goods

1.Uniform 5% IGST: Applied to imports of aircraft parts, components, and 
tools.

2.12% GST: Applied to all milk cans and solar cookers.

3.Reduction from 18% to 12%: For cartons, boxes, and cases of corrugated 
and non-corrugated paper.

4.Clarification and Regularization: Poultry keeping machinery parts, all types 
of sprinklers at 12% GST.

5.Extensions and Exemptions: IGST exemption for defense imports 
extended; IGST exemption for RAMA research equipment.



• Recommendations Relating to GST Rates on Services

1.Exemptions: Services by Indian Railways to the general public, 
services by SPVs to Indian Railways.

2.Accommodation Services: Exemption for accommodation up to Rs. 
20,000 per month per person for a minimum continuous period of 90 
days.

3.Insurance Services: Clarifications on co-insurance premium, re-
insurance commission, and retrocession.



• Trade Facilitation Measures

1.Waiver of Interest and Penalties: For demands under Section 73 for 
FY 2017-18 to FY 2019-20 if tax is paid by 31.03.2025.

2.Reduction of Government Litigation: Monetary limits set for filing 
appeals by the department.

3.Reduction in Pre-Deposit Amount: For filing appeals under GST to 
ease cash flow.



• Other Key Recommendations

1.Non-Levy of GST on Extra Neutral Alcohol: When used for 
manufacturing alcoholic liquor for human consumption.

2.Reduction in TCS Rate: For Electronic Commerce Operators (ECOs) 
from 1% to 0.5%.

3.Amendments and Clarifications: Various clarifications on valuation of 
services, place of supply, and input tax credit.







• Case Highlight:

• A 23-year-old man's suicide after being gang-raped by four men in 
Uttar Pradesh brings attention to the lack of a specific section 
addressing the rape of men and transgender persons in the Bharatiya 
Nyay Sanhita (BNS).

• An FIR was filed on June 14 by U.P. Police against four persons under 
Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which deals with 
unnatural offenses.



• Section 377 and BNS:

• The non-inclusion of Section 377 equivalent in BNS will make rape of men and 
transgender persons a non-offense post July 1.

• The Supreme Court's ruling in Navtej Johar vs. the Union of India read down Section 377, 
decriminalizing consensual sex between adults of the same gender while retaining 
provisions for non-consensual acts.



The lack of gender-neutral rape laws in India means Section 376 of the IPC only covers rape 
against women.

Advocates express concern that removing Section 377 from BNS without an alternative law 
will leave men and transgender persons vulnerable to sexual assault without legal recourse.

Impact of Non-Inclusion:



Legal and Social Implications:

Anand Grover warns that non-inclusion of Section 377 equivalent in BNS will reduce the 
severity of sentences for proven rape cases involving men and transgender persons.

Cases of rape under Section 377 will continue to be governed by IPC for those filed before 
July 1.

Critics argue that this legislative gap could lead to mass exploitation of men and 
transgender individuals



1.Concerns from Legal Experts:
1. Ms. Nundy and other advocates stress that failing to address the rape of men 

and transgender persons in new laws will have dire consequences.

2. Senior officials suggest that non-inclusion in BNS could lead to lenient 
treatment of such cases compared to other grievous hurt sections.



• Consider the following statements regarding the new criminal law Bill and its implications:

1. The Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita (BNS) does not include a section equivalent to Section 370 of the 
Indian Penal Code, which addresses the rape of men and transgender persons.

2. The removal of Section 377 from BNS without an alternative provision will make the rape of men 
and transgender persons a non-offense post July 1.

3. The Supreme Court's ruling in Navtej Johar vs. the Union of India retained Section 377 to cover 
the rape of men, transgender persons, and animals.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3









• ISRO's Reusable Launch Vehicle (RLV):

• Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully completed the 
third reusable launch vehicle landing experiment (RLV LEX) at the 
Aeronautical Test Range in Chitradurga, Karnataka.

• This test demonstrated the autonomous landing capability of the RLV 
under challenging conditions.



• Test Details:

• The RLV, named Pushpak, was released from an Indian Air Force 
Chinook helicopter at an altitude of 4.5 km.

• Pushpak performed a precise horizontal landing at the runway center 
line.



• Technical Aspects:

• The vehicle has a low lift-to-drag ratio aerodynamic configuration, 
with a landing velocity exceeding 320 km/h.

• The mission validated the advanced guidance algorithm necessary for 
future orbital re-entry missions.



• Technological Advancements:

• The mission used sensors such as an inertial sensor, radar altimeter, 
flush air data system, and NavIC.

• The LEX-03 mission reused the winged body and flight systems from 
the previous LEX-02 mission, demonstrating ISRO's capability to reuse 
flight systems.



• Future Implications:

• The success of the mission validates the advanced guidance algorithm 
necessary for the Orbital Re-entry Mission.

• ISRO's confidence in critical technologies for future orbital re-entry 
missions has been boosted.



• Consider the following statements regarding ISRO's reusable launch vehicle (RLV) test:

1. The third and final test of ISRO's reusable launch vehicle, Pushpak, was conducted at the Aeronautical 
Test Range in Chitradurga, Karnataka.

2. Pushpak was released from an Indian Air Force Chinook helicopter at an altitude of 4.5 km and 
demonstrated autonomous landing capabilities.

3. The mission used sensors such as an inertial sensor, radar altimeter, flush air data system, and NavIC
for precise landing.

4. The success of the mission validates the advanced guidance algorithm essential for ISRO's future 
Orbital Re-entry Mission.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1, 2, and 3 only
C. 1, 2, 3, and 4
D. 3 and 4 only





New Diagnostic Method:

Scientists at CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) in Hyderabad, 
in association with the Regional Cancer Centre (RCC) in Thiruvananthapuram, have 
developed a new method to detect breast cancer using just a drop of blood.

This method is cost-effective, non-invasive, and aims to detect various types of 
breast cancer.



MicroRNA (miRNA) Analysis:

Researchers analyzed miRNA signatures in hundreds of human cancer 
samples, identifying 439 miRNAs associated with invasive breast cancer.

These miRNAs can serve as potential biomarkers for different cancer 
types, grades, and stages.



Significance of miRNAs:

miRNAs are involved in regulating cellular processes and 
are found in blood as circulating nucleic acids (CNAs).

Cancer cells shed DNA/RNA into circulation, which can be 
detected to identify early stages of cancer development.



• Potential Impact:

• Early detection and classification using this method can improve 
diagnosis and treatment, particularly in developing countries where 
breast cancer is prevalent but physical examinations are less 
accessible.

• The method holds promise for developing a liquid biopsy system, 
making it easier and cheaper to diagnose cancer.



• Patents and Future Applications:

• Nine international patents have been granted for these biomarkers.

• The research opens new avenues for developing diagnostic tools that 
are both refined and accessible.



• Consider the following statements regarding the new breast cancer 
diagnostic method developed by CCMB and RCC:

1.The new method to detect breast cancer requires only a drop of blood.

2.The diagnostic method utilizes the analysis of microRNA (miRNA) 
signatures.

3.This method is non-invasive and cost-effective, aimed at early detection and 
classification of breast cancer.

4.The new diagnostic tool requires extensive physical examination to confirm 
the presence of cancer.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• A. 1, 2, and 3 only
B. 1 and 3 only
C. 2, 3, and 4 only
D. 1, 2, 3, and 4







Incident Overview:

The Kallakurichi illicit liquor tragedy claimed more than 50 
lives, with methanol consumption identified as the cause.

Such tragedies are common across India, with methanol 
often being the culprit.



• Ethanol vs. Methanol Production:

• Ethanol, legal for consumption, is produced biologically.

• Methanol is produced from fuels like coal and is highly toxic, even in 
low concentrations.



• Procurement of Methanol:

• Methanol is a controlled substance, and its manufacture, 
transportation, and storage are regulated.

• In Tamil Nadu, methanol used in industries often comes from Andhra 
Pradesh, indicating a lucrative smuggling racket.



• Usage of Methanol:

• Methanol is cheaper and can be used to adulterate liquor, providing 
the same intoxicating effect.

• Illicit liquor producers use methanol due to its low cost.



Legal and Regulatory Measures:

The Poisons Act and other regulations need to be strengthened to 
prevent methanol poisoning.

The NITI Aayog has proposed ramping up methanol production for 
use as fuel, which necessitates strict regulation to prevent pilferage.



• Historical Context:

• Methanol poisoning incidents are not new, with similar cases 
reported in the past, such as the 2015 Malvani Mumbai hooch 
tragedy.



• Consider the following statements regarding the use and effects of 
methanol in illicit liquor:

1.Methanol is produced biologically and is safe for consumption in small 
quantities.

2.Methanol poisoning is a recurring issue in India due to its use in 
adulterating illicit liquor.

3.The Poisons Act and other regulations are in place to control the 
manufacture, transportation, and storage of methanol.

4.Methanol is a cheaper alternative used to provide the same intoxicating 
effect as ethanol in illicit liquor production.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2, 3, and 4 only
C. 1, 3, and 4 only
D. 2 and 4 only











• Estonia's Cybersecurity Concerns:

• Estonia, a highly advanced digital country, faces cyberattacks, 
primarily from Russia due to geopolitical tensions related to the 
Russia-Ukraine war.

• Estonia seeks to collaborate with India to strengthen its cybersecurity 
infrastructure.



• India's Cybersecurity Expertise:

• India faces similar cyber threats from neighboring China and has 
developed significant cybersecurity capabilities.

• Estonia views India as a valuable partner in combating cyber threats 
through joint exercises, research, training, and knowledge exchange.



• Strategic Collaboration:

• Estonia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Defence officials 
emphasize the importance of such partnerships in addressing global 
cybersecurity threats.

• The collaboration is seen as beneficial for both countries, helping 
them manage and mitigate cyberattacks more effectively.



• Historical Context:

• Estonia has been a victim of significant cyberattacks, notably the 2007 
cyberattack linked to Russia.

• The country has since developed robust cybersecurity measures and 
aims to further enhance these through international cooperation.



• NATO Involvement:

• Estonia is a member of NATO and hosts the NATO Cooperative Cyber 
Defence Centre of Excellence (CCDCOE), which plays a crucial role in 
global cybersecurity efforts.



• Potential Areas of Cooperation:

• Joint cyber exercises, sharing best practices, training programs, and 
leveraging each other's technological strengths are key areas of focus.

• Estonia and India are exploring ways to involve private sector entities 
in these collaborative efforts.







• Consider the following statements regarding Estonia's cybersecurity 
collaboration with India:

1.Estonia faces significant cyber threats primarily due to its proximity to 
Russia and its stance on the Russia-Ukraine war.

2.India is viewed as a strategic partner by Estonia for strengthening 
cybersecurity through joint exercises, research, and training.

3.Estonia is not a member of NATO, which limits its ability to collaborate on 
international cybersecurity initiatives.

4.The collaboration aims to involve private sector entities from both countries 
in enhancing cybersecurity infrastructure.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1, 2, and 4 only
C. 2, 3, and 4 only
D. 1, 3, and 4 only



Global Initiative on Digital Health



• The Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) under the Ministry of 
Finance has not approved of India's contribution of USD 10 million for 
Global Initiative on Digital Health (GIDH). 



• What is the Global Initiative on Digital Health (GIDH)?

• About: 

• The Global Initiative on Digital Health (GIDH) is a network of 
organisations, institutions and government technical agencies 
engaged in supporting national digital health transformation. 

• It is managed by the World Health Organization (WHO).



Its objectives include to assess and prioritise needs for sustainable digital health 
transformation and to match digital health resources and unfunded priorities.

GIDH was launched during India’s G20 Presidency at the Health Ministers’ meeting 
in Gujarat in August 2023. 

It became part of the New Delhi declaration and India promised to make a USD 10-
million contribution to it as a seed fund.

The initiative was formally launched in February 2024.



• Components of GIDH: It has four Main Components.

• Country Needs Tracker: A mechanism to identify and track the digital health needs 
of different countries.

• Country Resource Portal: A map of available digital health resources within each 
country.

• Transformation Toolbox: A repository of quality-assured digital tools for health 
transformation.

• Knowledge Exchange: Facilitation of knowledge sharing among participating 
nations.



• With reference to the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, consider the following statements: (2022)

1. Private and public hospitals must adopt it.

2. As it aims to achieve universal, health coverage, every citizen of India should be part of it ultimately.

3. It has seamless portability across the country.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2 and 3



Viability Gap Funding (VGF) 
Scheme



• The Union Cabinet has recently approved the Viability Gap Funding 
(VGF) scheme for offshore wind energy projects with a total outlay of 
Rs.7453 crore. 

• The scheme includes the installation and commissioning of 1 GW 
(Gigawatt) of offshore wind energy projects with an outlay of Rs. 6853 
crore, featuring 500 MW wind energy projects off the coasts of 
Gujarat and Tamil Nadu.



• Offshore wind is a source of renewable energy which offers several 
advantages such as higher adequacy & reliability, lower storage 
requirement.

• The VGF scheme, overseen by the Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy, is a major step towards implementing the National Offshore 
Wind Energy Policy notified in 2015.



VGF is a government grant of up to 40% of the total project 
cost, provided to support infrastructure projects that are 
economically justified but not financially viable. 

The VGF support from the Government will reduce the cost 
of power from offshore wind projects and make them 
viable for purchase by Distribution Companies (DISCOMs)



India’s Space Economy



India has proven itself as a trailblazer in space exploration from the humble beginnings of transporting 
rocket parts on bullock carts to the proud achievement of launching a record number of satellites in a 

single mission.

About India’s Space economy

The Government said that the country’s share in the global space economy is projected to increase 
fourfold by 2030 compared to 2021.



A report by the World Economic Forum and 
McKinsey estimates the size of the global space 
industry to be $630 Bn in 2023.

2023

It is expected to grow 9% per annum and reach 
$1.8 Tn by 2035.

2035



India’s space 
economy, valued at $8.4 

Bn in 2023, currently 
accounts for 2-3% of the 
global space economy.

India so far earned 174 
Million US Dollars from 

the launching of the 
foreign satellites; out of 
these $174 million, as 
much as $157 million 

have been earned only 
in the last nine years.





• Upcoming missions

– The Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) will launch 
the Gaganyaan mission in 2025.
– ISRO is planning a mission to study Venus, focusing on its surface and 
atmosphere, which could provide valuable scientific data.
– NISAR is a joint Earth-observing mission between NASA and the Indian 
Space Research Organization (ISRO).
a. NISAR will be the first radar of its kind in space to systematically map Earth











Thank you 
guys.


