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FINDING THE BALANCE

Regulations
could hinder
Al growth

India faces the challenge
of balancing responsible
Al development with

fostering innovation

NEWS® PAGE 5

The revival of an
ancient centre
of learning

PROFILES » PAGE S

What can

the Railways do

to stop accidents?
FAQ » PAGE 8

Bangladesh, registers

India eases past

50-run victory
SPORT » PAGE 13

NEARBY
5

BJP demands CBI
probe into T.N.
hooch tragedy

NEW DELII
Holding the DMK government
responsibis for the Kallakurichi
hooch tragedy, the

Saturday dcmrd acal
probe, 3nd resignation of the
Prohitition and Excize Minister
S Muthusamy. » PAGE 2

Govt.

Ministry

he
ment on Saturday
removed  Subodh

Union_govern-

Kumar Singh from his posi-
tion as Director-General of

er fite for an alleged
paper leak and frregulari-
ties in the NEET-UG exami-
nation, and other examina-
tions which it conducts.
the Health

BSF to recalibrate
t
along Pak. border

NEW DELEI
The Border Security Force is
likety to “recalibrate
deployment” slorg the

RAPUR
The Raipur pofice an Saturday
arrested Marsh Mishra who was.
part of the group that had
sllegedly sssaulted and chased
3 cattle transporters from Uttar

camo
At least 42 people were killed
in Israeli attacks on districts of

mnmmlmcﬂl;
office aid » PAGE 12

Ministry announced the
the
PG examination “as
2 precautionary measure",
just hours before it was
duse to be held on Sunday.
Conceding a persistent
demand by stude!
the Opposition, th
tion Ministry announced

that the probe into the alle-

gations of cheating and

malpractice in the NEET-

UG examination will be

handed over to the Central

Bureau of
1

(@
Centre has enacted the Pu-
blic Examination (Preven:

tion of Unfair Means) Act,
2024, and vowed that

organisations found to be
guils

These measures seem to

experts on Saturday 1o
create a reform roadmap
for the NTA and its pro-

cesses.
Chaired by former ISRO

rt panel to
reform organisational structure of the agency

ress workers

Burning issu
irregutarities in NEET-UG results,

chief K. Radhakrishnan,
the panel has been man-

ted to make recommen-
dations on the structure
and functioning of the
NTA, reforms in the me-
cha:

in data security

stage o protest ower the sleged
i Varsnasi on Saturday. #1.

protocols, and submit its
report within two months.
Unlike the NEET-UG,

h was conducted by

the NTA, an_autonomous
body under the E

NEET paper leak:
six held in Bihar

PATNA
The Binar Police on Friday.

Iharkhand in conrecti
the NEET question paper leak
came A team led by officials of
the Econamic Offences Unit
brought them to Patna for
gquestionng. » PAGE 4

nder
the Health 1 Ministry. 1
statement issued late on
Saturday night, the Health
Ministry said that, given
the recen it

removes NTA chief, announces CBI probe

Former ISRO chief K. Radhakrishnan to head the
panel; report to be submitted within two months

Health Ministry puts off NEET-PG examination
scheduled for today as a ‘precautionary measure’

ca
Gates, the Health Ministry
said it took the decision ln
the best interest of tl
students

*Compul it
An hour earlier, the Ap-
pointments Committee of
the Cabinet issued a notice
giving additional charge of
the NTA to Pradeep Singh
Kharota, chairman _and
managing_ director of the
India Trade Promotion Or-
ganization, until the ap-

Ministry, the NEET-PG is
conducted by the National
Board of Examinations, an

3
had decided to “undertake
a thorough assessment of
the robustness of process-

been placed on “compul-

sory wait” in the Depart-

ment of Personnel &
‘l‘rainlng.

tonalist  Con-
gres pa.ny called the

EE postponement a
allure on the part of the

dent of the Students’ Un-

ion of Jawaharlal Nehru
University, said, “The en-
tire system of "One Nation,
One Exam' has collapsed.
If Dharmendra Pradhan

has taken moral responsi-
bility, he should resign im-
mediarely™

RELATED REPORTS
»PAGE 4

Upkeep time

waves: Workers engage in marenance 2nd repair of
2nnual fishing ban has been in effect from June 1 to July 31 in coastal Kamataka. H5 NAMIUKATH

hing vessels ot 3 harbour in Mangakuru on Saturday. The

New Delhi

NEW DELHI

india and Bangladesh on
Saturday agreed to begin a

dialogue on a comprehen-
sive economic partnership
pavis

the
two neighbouring econo-
mies.

In his welcome remarks
at  Hyderabad _ House,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said the two sides will
intensify connectivity and
energy collaboration, an:
announced that trade bet-
ween the two countries
being conducted in the In-

 Crrency.
“Between Akhaura and
Agartala, the sixth_India-
Bangladesh cross-border
rail link has been started.
Cargo facility for India's
northeastern States has

B

*

d through the
i Mongla Port. Both

1,320-MW Mai-
tree Thermal Power Plant
have started generating
electricity. Trade in Indian
rupee has started between
the two countries,” Mr. Mo-

i sai

Prime Mi-
nister Sheikh Hasina ar-
rived here on Friday on a
two-day visit, the first state
visit by a foreign leader
since Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi took charge
for the third term.

Focus on connectivity
The two sides signed multi-
ple MoUs covering mari-
time cooperation and eco-
nomy, rail connectivity.
oceanography, health and
disaster  management
among others. Elaborating
on the Mo on raflway con-
nectivity that was ex-

heikh Hasina at

the »,omm Hoxma e N Dl o Saturday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERVA

changed on Saturday, Fo-
Sec Vinay

der railway links between
the 3 docu-
ment focuses on “transit
that they afford between
different parts india
through the territory of
Bangladesh.

“The connectivity es-
sentially strengthens a ve-

ry large part of economic
mlr.\urucmne within Ban-

through the territory of
Bangladesh.

Welcoming Ms. Hasina,
Mr. Modi announced that

, Dhaka to hold talks on comprehensive ties

india will open an Assis-
tant High Commission in
Bangladesh’s Rangpur.

Rangpur, which Is stra-
tegically located between
West B and Assam,
also important as it is nur-
tured by the waters of the
Teesta, which is a matter of
protracted negotiation bet-

een the countrie:

Mr. Modl announced
that a technical team from
India will soon visit Bangla-
desh to discuss “conserva-

visits China next mont
China too has duplaved (=
terest

Mr. Modi ako an-

nounced that India will
start Issuing e-medical vi-

INDIA MPs
not to assist
pro tem
Speaker

NEW DELHI

The INDIA bloc leaders,

uties, a senior

The s -
Junnil Suresh, Dravida
Munnetra s T.R.
Baalu, and -

desphe bis being the se-

nior-most

Z5G. Tore other seniof Mbe
P Jeaders Radha Mo-

mesh told The Hindu in an

erview.
While Mr. Mahtab has
been elected for seven con-

refore, did not have an un-
interrupted tenure in the
House.

“WILL COUNTER TACTICS”
AGE 4

» Py

the S30a GST Coundil meeting in

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Meeting after almost nine
months, the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) Council
on samrday approved

exempted hostel
commodation worth up to
220,000 2 moath and Rail-
way services, and resolved
to reconvene in August to
initiate parleys on refigging
the multiple rates levied
under the seven-year-old
indirect tax.

With 11 new members

No GST for hostel
stay below 320,000,
Railway services

y decisions: Union Finance Minister Nrmata Sith,

araman chairs
New Delii on Saturday. #1

manner. She stressed that
this will not only quicken
the registration process
but also curb the frandu-
lent use of nput tax credits
through fake mvoices.

St Sgiin’

Apart fro GST ex-
emption for Hosee) accom.
datson outs!

areas, the Council also clar-
ified the GST rates on sev-
eral items. For instance, it
was clarified umber
of products, inchsding milk
cans, sprinklers, carton
boxes, and solar cookers,
will now attract 12% GST,
of use, mate-

of
facilitation measures, but
did grant some rellefto tax-
payers, including a waiver
€interest and penalties on
mands,
along with steps to reduce
litigation.
Finance Minister Nirma-
the Co

cil's

agenda as well as broader
la Sitharaman, Coun-  chall These include
sald that  the of GST

stal, or energy source.

which M. Siharaman said
is likely after the Budget
Session ar] nt, the

members had agreed to
roll out biometric-based
Aadhaar authentication for
all GST registrations across
the country in a phased




Govt. removes NTA chief, announces CBI probe

Education Ministry constitutes expert panel to
reform organisational structure of the agency

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment on Saturday
removed Subodh

Kumar Singh from his posi-
tion as Director-General of
the National Testing Agen-
cy (NTA), which has come
under fire for an alleged
paper leak and irregulari-
ties in the NEET-UG exami-
nation, and other examina-
tions which it conducts.
Meanwhile, the Health
Ministry announced the
postponement of the
NEET-PG examination “as
a precautionary measure”,
just hours before it was
due to be held on Sunday.
Conceding a persistent
demand by students and
the Opposition, the Educa-
tion Ministry announced

that the probe into the alle-
gations of cheating and
malpractice in the NEET-
UG examination will be
handed over to the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI). It noted that the
Centre has enacted the Pu-
blic Examination (Preven-
tion of Unfair Means) Act,
2024, and vowed that
“strictest action” will be ta-
ken against individuals and
organisations found to be
guilty.

These measures seem to
be the first step in a pro-
mised overhaul of the ex-
amination system, with the
Ministry constituting a se-
ven-member committee of
experts on Saturday to
create a reform roadmap
for the NTA and its pro-
cesses.

Chaired by former ISRO

Former ISRO chief K. Radhakrishnan to head the
panel; report to be submitted within two months

Burning issue: Congress workers stage a protest over the alleged
irregularities in NEET-UG results, in Varanasi on Saturday. PTi

chief K. Radhakrishnan,
the panel has been man-
dated to make recommen-
dations on the structure
and functioning of the
NTA, reforms in the me-
chanisms of the examina-
tion process, and improve-
ment in data security

protocols, and submit its
report within two months.

Unlike the NEET-UG,
which was conducted by
the NTA, an autonomous
body under the Education
Ministry, the NEET-PG is
conducted by the National
Board of Examinations, an

NEET paper leak:
six held in Bihar

PATNA

The Bihar Police on Friday
arrested six people from near
the All India Institute

of Medical Sciences in Deoghar,
Jharkhand in connection with
the NEET question paper leak
case. A team led by officials of
the Economic Offences Unit
brought them to Patna for
questioning. » PAGE 4

autonomous body under
the Health Ministry. In a
statement issued late on
Saturday night, the Health
Ministry said that, given
the recent allegations, it
had decided to “undertake
a thorough assessment of
the robustness of process-

es of NEET-PG” and thus
postponed the examina-
tion due to be held the next
morning, promising to set
fresh dates soon.

Regretting the inconve-
nience caused to candi-
dates, the Health Ministry
said it took the decision in
the “best interest of the
students” .

‘Compulsory wait’

An hour earlier, the Ap-
pointments Committee of
the Cabinet issued a notice
giving additional charge of
the NTA to Pradeep Singh
Kharola, chairman and
managing director of the
India Trade Promotion Or-
ganization, until the ap-
pointment of a regular in-
cumbent. It added that Mr.
Singh, the current DG, has
been placed on “compul-

Health Ministry puts off NEET-PG examination
scheduled for today as a ‘precautionary measure’

sory wait” in the Depart-
ment of Personnel &
Training.

The Nationalist Con-
gress Party called the
NEET-PG postponement a
“failure” on the part of the
Union government.

The Federation of Resi-
dent Doctors’ Association
called the postponement
of the PG examination “a
shame”. Student leader
Aishe Ghosh, former presi-
dent of the Students’ Un-
ion of Jawaharlal Nehru
University, said, “The en-
tire system of ‘One Nation,
One Exam’ has collapsed.
If Dharmendra Pradhan
has taken moral responsi-
bility, he should resign im-
mediately.”

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 4



e NTA Chief Removed:

e Subodh Kumar Singh, Director-General of National Testing Agency
(NTA), removed due to alleged paper leak and irregularities in NEET-
UG exam.

e Education Ministry constitutes an expert panel to reform the
organizational structure of NTA.

* Panel chaired by former ISRO chief K. Radhakrishnan to submit report
within two months.






* NEET-PG Examination Postponed.:

* Health Ministry postpones NEET-PG exam as a "precautionary
measure” due to allegations and protests.

* Examination rescheduled to prevent inconvenience to candidates and
ensure their best interests.









e Consider the following statements regarding the recent changes and actions taken by the Indian
government related to the National Testing Agency (NTA) and the NEET examinations:

1. The Director-General of the National Testing Agency (NTA) was removed due to alleged paper leak
and irregularities in the NEET-UG examination.

2. An expert panel chaired by a former ISRO chief has been constituted to recommend reforms in
the NTA's structure and functioning.

3.The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) will investigate the NEET-UG exam malpractice, and the
Health Ministry has postponed the NEET-PG exam as a precautionary measure.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* a)1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



No GST for hostel
stay below 320,000,
Railway services

Key decisions: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chairs
the 53rd GST Council meeting in New Delhi on Saturday. PTi

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Meeting after almost nine
months, the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) Council
on Saturday approved
measures to ease com-
pliance for small business-
es, exempted hostel ac-
commodation worth up to
¥20,000 a month and Rail-
way services, and resolved
to reconvene in August to
initiate parleys on rejigging
the multiple rates levied
under the seven-year-old
indirect tax.

With 11 new members
from States such as Bihar,
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana,
Rajasthan, and Odisha, the
council could only take up
a part of its heavy agenda
of clarifications and trade
facilitation measures, but
did grant some relief to tax-
payers, including a waiver
of interest and penalties on
some past tax demands,
along with steps to reduce
litigation.

Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman, the Coun-
cil’s chairperson, said that
members had agreed to
roll out biometric-based
Aadhaar authentication for
all GST registrations across
the country in a phased

-

manner. She stressed that
this will not only quicken
the registration process
but also curb the fraudu-
lent use of input tax credits
through fake invoices.

Future agenda

Apart from the GST ex-
emption for hostel accom-
modation outside the cam-
puses of educational
institutions, which Ms.
Sitharaman said would be-
nefit students across India,
especially those from rural
areas, the Council also clar-
ified the GST rates on sev-
eral items. For instance, it
was clarified that a number
of products, including milk
cans, sprinklers, carton
boxes, and solar cookers,
will now attract 12% GST,
irrespective of use, mate-
rial, or energy source.

At its next meeting,
which Ms. Sitharaman said
is likely after the Budget
Session of Parliament, the
Council will take up pend-
ing procedural issues on its
agenda as well as broader
challenges. These include
the rationalisation of GST
rates, which a ministerial
group is tasked with, and
the future of the GST Com-
pensation Cess after its ex-
piry in March 2026.

o



e Recommendations Relating to GST Rates on Goods

1.Uniform 5% IGST: Applied to imports of aircraft parts, components, and
tools.

2.12% GST: Applied to all milk cans and solar cookers.

3.Reduction from 18% to 12%: For cartons, boxes, and cases of corrugated
and non-corrugated paper.

4.Clarification and Regularization: Poultry keeping machinery parts, all types
of sprinklers at 12% GST.

5.Extensions and Exemptions: IGST exemption for defense imports
extended; IGST exemption for RAMA research equipment.



* Recommendations Relating to GST Rates on Services

1.Exemptions: Services by Indian Railways to the general public,
services by SPVs to Indian Railways.

2.Accommodation Services: Exemption for accommodation up to Rs.
20,000 per month per person for a minimum continuous period of 90
days.

3.Insurance Services: Clarifications on co-insurance premium, re-
insurance commission, and retrocession.



* Trade Facilitation Measures

1.Waiver of Interest and Penalties: For demands under Section 73 for
FY 2017-18 to FY 2019-20 if tax is paid by 31.03.2025.

2.Reduction of Government Litigation: Monetary limits set for filing
appeals by the department.

3.Reduction in Pre-Deposit Amount: For filing appeals under GST to
ease cash flow.



* Other Key Recommendations

1.Non-Levy of GST on Extra Neutral Alcohol: When used for
manufacturing alcoholic liquor for human consumption.

2.Reduction in TCS Rate: For Electronic Commerce Operators (ECOs)
from 1% to 0.5%.

3.Amendments and Clarifications: Various clarifications on valuation of
services, place of supply, and input tax credit.
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Another bri
Bihar; no casualties reported

colla

S 110

W‘hh.lnavmeelt another bddge]us cnllapsed i
of Siwan di

the Daraun strict in Bihar on
Sarurday. md.lng to the local people,
b 40 years odd and collapsed due 1o soil

aria. The 100-metre bridge over

the Gandak canal in the Maha; {j sub-division

anchayat collapsed early in the
been reparted

of Ramgarh p
PROrTIng . Mo Casaltes e

Salman firing case: police

trace new links to Bishnoi

In & major development in the case of gunfire in

matched the voice of Anmol Bishnod, the
Can.

ada-based brother of gangster Lawren

Bishnol. The audio file

£ Anmol had

was planned and executed by the Lawrence
Bishnol gang which has made several attemnpts
an the life of the actor in the past.

Taking UP lightly cost us

badly: Axis My India chief

Elaming an error of judgment for his exit polls

Eoing

ng off the mark, Axis My India chief Pr

adeep
Bipta has said fmking Uttas Pradesh Lghtly In the
last three phases of the elections cost it dear
Axis My India’s exit poll predicted 361400 seats

the actual mml(ssnowed mexs_w gemng 240
the ity ma

seats, miss
whmmgjustz_isealsln we -

ore any State when it

the party

Th.‘lglg alesson m

comes to exit
pnlls Mr. Gupta said in an interaction in Mew

Police arrest two for burglary

at actor Anupam Kher's office

The Oshiwara police in Muambai have arrested
Fure men for Burgling sctor Anupam Kher-s office
in Andhe: the

ri West on

urglars

burglary. In the video that he uploaded, the actor

sabd that money and some film negatives had

been. atolen from. the properey. The police have
against

registered a case
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First arrest made in
‘Iynching’ of 3 cattle
transporters in Arang

Harsh Mishra sent to

sial custo

iz paolice say he did ot have lEnks to

ary right-wing organisation or previous imobvenment in any such crime

he Ralpur police on
T Sanrday made the

firse arrest in con-

Arang, on the outskirts of
Raipur. Harsh Mishra, 23,
was part of the group that

hanzdi bridge in the early
hours of June 7.
Additional Superinten-

hra, a resident of Raipur,
worked in a cement facto-
ry. A police statement ad-
ded that fearing his arrest,
atr. Mishra had been hid-
ing in a house belonging to
a friend in Brosi, Dusg dis-
wict, and had locked the
from outside to mis-
lead investigators.

Asked hov Mr. ishra
was identified, Mr. Rathore
e hat T was amaong
chased the

which the trio was
sravelling and local ingu
ries as well as loca-

phone |
ton had essablished his

Might of attack: The truck used to transport catile when the
Iynching occurned at Asang in Chhatbegarh. SPECIAL AR

pr at the spot_
Asked if the police had

sa
mishra had no previous in-
wolvement in_any  such
crime nor was he 1 o
right-wing organisa-

While Eamily members
of the three deceased

both from Uttar Pradesh’s

T

Saharangur disice. and
Cuddu Khan, 35, from
Shamll district — said that

tighelipped
about the exact sequence
of evenrs of the night Wi
ureshi succumbing to i
injuries on june 18, the in-
vestigations had hit a fresh
roadblock, even as the pol-
jce had maintained  all
along that they were check-
g video footage.
Meanwhile, with police
officials saying Mr. Mishra's
custody was not required
Yor, P was Temanded 1o
Judicial custody after being
produced before a Magis-
irate court on Saturday.

Erred in not crediting ICMR

as co-inventor of Covaxin,
admits Bharat Biotech

NEW DELHI

Bharar Bilotech Interma-
tional Limited (BEIL), the
manufacturer of India's
first indigenous Covid-1%
vaccine Covaxin, said it
had made an “inadvertent
miszale” in not including
scientists from the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICME) as “co-lnven-
tors” in patent applications
filedd in Inlia and absoad o
protect  the

s,

ICMIA's role in the development
of Covasin eas widehy
Publicized by the gowe rmment.

Property righs et the
vaccine.
1t would include their
names in fresh E|L|n§ for
patent purpases, the Fyde-
rabad-based firm said in a
statemment bate on Saturday.
“BEIL has great respect
for 1CME and ks thankdul to
1ICME for thelr contimsouws
support on various pro-
Jjects. Therefore, as soon as
this inadvertemt mistake
was naticed, BBIL has al-
ready started the process
by including
o-owner of the
patent applications for Co-
wid- 19 waccine. Mecessary
legal documents are being
prepared for it and BEIL
will file those documents
in the Patent office as soon
as those are ready and
signed.” the company sasd

m.-spmsg after report
The staterment came on the
day The Hindu reported,

citing p tinked docu-
ments, of the ICMER being
uncredited as

This was despite a state-
ment by the Health Minis-
wry in Parliament that the
intellectual property rights
of Covaxin wesre “jointly
owned” by ICMRE and BBIL.
waher than that, ICME's
Tole In the development of
vaccine was widely publi-

ship  through multiple
channels  during  the
pand

“In a rush®

By way of explanation, the
company, in s press state-
ment, said like other phar-

it was faced with
multiple challenges and
~all organisarions were in a
rush™ o develop vaccines
and file the appropriate pa-
tents, prior to competitors

or data being published iz
Journals

Bharat Biotech said i
did not have “access” to it
own agreemment with 1CME
that governed the terms o
engagement between botl
entities ding Covaxis
as this was a “confidentia

e,
The fimdie reached ou

did not get @ respons
ull the tme of geing o
press

“Bharat Blotech's Covic
wvaccine application wa
filed in ab-ove circumstanc
es and since BBIL-ICME
agreement copy, being i
confidential  document
was not accessible. Hene
1CME was not included i
the original application
Though this was purely un
. such mistake

an for th
Patent office therefore Pa
tent Law provides prowi
sions o rectify such mis
takes " the starement said

A day earlier, BBEIL gaw
a different explanation
The Hindu on omitting
1ICMRE's name. BBIL hac
filed a patent for the “pro

reasoned in an email.

New criminal law Bill has no Section
on rape of men, transgender people

Alislsa Dastrs
NEW DELHI

The suicide of a 23-year-old

plemented Bharatiya Myay
Sa (BME) that does mot
have any Section that deals

report (FIR)
persons for alle
Chiluatal area of Go-
rakhpur districe. While the
police the four ac-
cused under Section 377 of
the Indian Penal Code
€IPC) that deals with Tape
of & man, ransgender per-
son or an animal, along-

Side Sections dealing with
extortion. theft, criminal
intimidation, causing grie-
wous hurt and criminal

its equivalent in the new
code

Spe. to The Findu,
advocate Karuna N

said that in the landmark
Supreme Court judgment

ee

with the non-inchusion
of a Section 377
copuivalent in BNS, rape
of men and transgender
persans will beoome a
noan-olfence post July |
ANAND CROVER

jashrasis,

of Navte) fohar vs the Usndon

Implying
sex bet-

struck  down®,
that consensual
ween pecple of the same

gender and transgender
persons was no longer
punitive, bur the Section
was retained since it was
the only provision that co-

of Secton 377 from the
BNS, and with no alterna-
tive law in place. men or
ransgender persons who
rape other men,
der persons or animals
not be penalised for rape,”
ns. Nundy said
Expressing concermn ov-
er the furure of justce in
such cases, senior lawyer

Anand Grover sald that in

ment removed Section 377
from the BNS Bill. which
duce severity of the
smm:eom:ethe crime is
proven.

“In tudia, rape laws are
not gender-newtral.  Sec-
tiom 376 of the IPC only
deals with rape against wo-
men and with non-in-
o of & St Ty
equivalent in the BNS, rape
of men and mansgender
persons will become a
non-offence post July 1.

voked, which have far less
legal consequences than

Sections related to rape, he
added.

CoTsequences he
warned

Further, Supreme Court
Yashaswi 5K,
. “When Sec-

tion 377 is invoked, the in-
tensity with which the case
is wreated is much higher
wihen compared with a
case where Sections relat-
ed 1o grieveus hurt are in-
woked. Ir's reflected in the
wrgency of arrests or the
ease of getting bail. In the
latter case, if the accused is

A sendor official of the
relhi Police, who antended
training _sessions for the
BNS, told The Minde thag in
none of the training ses-
slons wene they instricted
on how to deal with cases
of rape of men and trans-
gender person

that men who have com-
anal rapes of their
wives would also not face

Mr. Grover sald the non-
inchusion would make ani-
mals especially vulnerable
since those who rape them
will go scot-free
Those in distress can remckh
our m:ﬂeﬂﬂhe{pﬁue—m—
RAN 1500-599-

Programme to fast-track traveller
immigration launched at I1GI airport

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah inaugurated the Fast

Track Immigration Trusted
[ T | ———————— T

Drelhi, the initative was
launched  in  Mumbai,
Chennal, Kolkata, Bengahi-
ru, Hyderabad, Kochi and
Ahmedahad airports in the
first

P TR T R S

©Cl cardbolders will be co-

wvered, and foreign travell-

i e e T e
ph

The FTI-TTP will be im-

hefshe will scan his/her
boarding pass issued by
the airlimes at the e-gates to
get the details of his/her
flaght.

The passport will be

[P Y

Stringent regulations
could hinder growth
of Al in India: experts

NEW DELHI

As India grapples with the
regulatory landscape for
artificial intelligence (Al a
sector which has seen ra-

rectly addressing gemera-
despeakes.
1t has instesd introduced a

rage
the responsible develop-
ment and implementation

ip of acor
Mandanna went
soclal media platforms kast

ogy el
social modia intermedsan-
jes o take such contemt
down within 36 hours, a

Plea in court
In December last year, the
‘Delhi High Court asked the
Cenire to respond o a pu-
Blic interest litigatian (PIL)
Flea agains the unregulat
Al and deepfakes.
Deepfalte videos. utilise
Al to swap the likeness of a
Person in an existing video
with som -

duce highly realistic fake
widens that may be mis-
wsed for spreading misin-
formation, creating fake
mews, or generating false
marratives.

The petition sakd while
[ R Pr—i—1 I

£ present. India does rot hawve
specific lows addrnessing
menerstive AL STOCK

products, such as 1 Lan

models on the line

of ChatGPT and Googls'

Geminl. would have to bn

ailable “with [the

Saplicis perrission of the

Government of India™ §

“under-testing
unreliakle~.

Howewver, after the adwi
sory came under crificisn
from experts for being am

on  March 15
2024, Mﬂ[!’ isswed a fresl

The latest advisory sale
under-tested or unreliabl
Al products should be la
belled with a disclaimer in
dicating that owiputs men
erated by such product
may be unreliable.

Jaijit Bhatacharya, pre

disinformatios
should be clearly labellec

as Al penerated. “This advi
sory does not really hinde




New criminal law Bill has no Section
on rape of men, transgender people

Alisha Dutta
NEW DELHI

The suicide of a 23-year-old
man, hours after he was
gang-raped by four men in
Uttar Pradesh, has shed
light on the soon-to-be im-
plemented Bharatiya Nyay
Sanhita (BNS) that does not
have any Section that deals
with rape of men and
transgender persons.

On June 14, the U.P. Pol-
ice filed a first information
report (FIR) against four
persons for allegedly rap-
ing the man at a hotel in
the Chiluatal area of Go-
rakhpur district. While the
police booked the four ac-
cused under Section 377 of
the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) that deals with rape
of a man, transgender per-
son or an animal, along-
side Sections dealing with
extortion, theft, criminal
intimidation, causing grie-
vous hurt and criminal
conspiracy, the case
opened a debate on the fu-
ture of such cases in the
absence of Section 377 or
its equivalent in the new
code.

Speaking to The Hindu,
advocate Karuna Nundy
said that in the landmark
Supreme Court judgment

@@

With the non-inclusion
of a Section 377
equivalent in BNS, rape
of men and transgender
persons will become a
non-offence post July 1

ANAND GROVER
senior lawyer

of Navtej Johar vs the Union
of India, the Supreme
Court had “read down”
Section 377, and not
“struck down”, implying
that consensual sex bet-
ween people of the same
gender and transgender
persons was no longer
punitive, but the Section
was retained since it was
the only provision that co-
vered the rape of men,
transpersons and animals.
“With the striking down
of Section 377 from the
BNS, and with no alterna-
tive law in place, men or
transgender persons who
rape other men, transgen-
der persons or animals will
not be penalised for rape,”
Ms. Nundy said.
Expressing concern ov-
er the future of justice in
such cases, senior lawyer

Anand Grover said that in
the garb of “decolonising
criminal laws”, the govern-
ment removed Section 377
from the BNS Bill, which
will reduce severity of the
sentence once the crime is
proven.

“In India, rape laws are
not gender-neutral. Sec-
tion 376 of the IPC only
deals with rape against wo-
men and with the non-in-
clusion of a Section 377
equivalent in the BNS, rape
of men and transgender
persons will become a
non-offence post July 1,”
said senior lawyer Anand
Grover. In such cases, only
Sections related to grie-
vous assault can be in-
voked, which have far less
legal consequences than
Sections related to rape, he
added.

Cases registered before
July 1, under Section 377,
will continue to be go-
verned by the IPC while
those filed after that will
not. “Two legal systems
will run parallel and cases
of the same nature will
have different punitive
consequences,” he
warned.

Further, Supreme Court
advocate Yashaswi S.K.
Chocksey said, “When Sec-

tion 377 is invoked, the in-
tensity with which the case
is treated is much higher
when compared with a
case where Sections relat-
ed to grievous hurt are in-
voked. It’s reflected in the
urgency of arrests or the
ease of getting bail. In the
latter case, if the accused is
not arrested, he can tam-
per with evidence and im-
pact the course of
investigation.”

A senior official of the
Delhi Police, who attended
training sessions for the
BNS, told The Hindu that in
none of the training ses-
sions were they instructed
on how to deal with cases
of rape of men and trans-
gender persons.

Ms. Nundy also said that
the non-inclusion of Sec-
tion 377 would also imply
that men who have com-
mitted anal rapes of their
wives would also not face
criminal consequences if
the new code is not
amended.

Mr. Grover said the non-
inclusion would make ani-
mals especially vulnerable
since those who rape them
will go scot-free.

Those in distress can reach
out to the 24x7 helpline: KI-
RAN 1800-599-0019




* Case Highlight:

* A 23-year-old man's suicide after being gang-raped by four men in
Uttar Pradesh brings attention to the lack of a specific section
addressing the rape of men and transgender persons in the Bharatiya
Nyay Sanhita (BNS).

* An FIR was filed on June 14 by U.P. Police against four persons under
Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which deals with
unnatural offenses.



e Section 377 and BNS:

* The non-inclusion of Section 377 equivalent in BNS will make rape of men and
transgender persons a non-offense post July 1.

* The Supreme Court's ruling in Navtej Johar vs. the Union of India read down Section 377,
decriminalizing consensual sex between adults of the same gender while retaining
provisions for non-consensual acts.






Legal and Social Implications:

Anand Grover warns that non-inclusion of Section 377 equivalent in BNS will reduce the
severity of sentences for proven rape cases involving men and transgender persons.

Cases of rape under Section 377 will continue to be governed by IPC for those filed before
July 1.

Critics argue that this legislative gap could lead to mass exploitation of men and
transgender individuals




1.Concerns from Legal Experts:

1. Ms. Nundy and other advocates stress that failing to address the rape of men
and transgender persons in new laws will have dire consequences.

2. Senior officials suggest that non-inclusion in BNS could lead to lenient
treatment of such cases compared to other grievous hurt sections.



Consider the following statements regarding the new criminal law Bill and its implications:

. The Bharatiya Nyay Sanhita (BNS) does not include a section equivalent to Section 370 of the
Indian Penal Code, which addresses the rape of men and transgender persons.

. The removal of Section 377 from BNS without an alternative provision will make the rape of men
and transgender persons a non-offense post July 1.

. The Supreme Court's ruling in Navtej Johar vs. the Union of India retained Section 377 to cover
the rape of men, transgender persons, and animals.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c)1and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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CBI team in Patma, Godhra for NEET probe

he Cenrtral Bureau
ol Invest
nday reglslefed
= o aBoprcl Aeragdar:
ties in the conduct of the
National _Eligibility-cum-
Encrance Test for admis-
sion  to ergr
medical programmes held

e p process to take ov-
er the other cases related
has also

might be supphyi

fwal =2 & 3lgn of ratituds for
sistance during the

xmgl war of 1999, 3 PAGE 4

Israeli soldiers tie

Palestinierisc s military vebicle
during > raid in the occupied
West Bank city of Jerin, the
=3 Footage of the
incident 2 man stra
horizontally to the bonnet of a
military jeep as it passes
through 2 alley. » PAGE 14

been initiated by the CBI
for a comprehensive inves-

an agency official
said.

The CBI's first

t filed

Economic Offences U

of Education has request-
d CBI to conduct a

tion report says that there
‘were “certain isolated inci-
dents™ in a few States dur-
ing NEET conducted by the

lonal Test Agency in
4 750 centres for over 23
1akh

tion into the entire gamut
of alleged irregularites, in-
cludlng conspiracy, cheat-

impersonation,
besach of e, and des
truction of

ion and also 1

n re| y the o v savs there were certain isolated incidents” in a few States d
the nole of public servants, if any. connected to the conduct of the

nit perzonnel leave with the scoused arrested
in connection with the NEET case, in Patna on Sunday. #T

tempted irregularities,” the
agency said.
teams sent
The Ministry has request-
ed it to mvestigate the role
of public servants, if any.
connected to the conduct
of the or the

and

“Therefore, the Ministry

larger “Spectal
P being sent to Pat-

ar-

acc

Maharashtra ATS detains
two teachers from Latur

PUNE
The Nanded branch of the

two teachers from Latur
district in connection with
he NEET-UG question

paper leak case.

Sources said Sanga
Tularam Jadhav and Jaleel
Umrakhan Pathan were

Anatlier caes of silieged
<cheatl: a Godhra test
centre, in whnch six peos

wve been arrested. is cur-

by ujar:
likely 1o be taken over by

“This year’s NEET has
been embroiled in several

d Godhra where local
pc.n-:e cases have been re-
Eistered,” it said.

©On Friday night, the
Economic Offences Unit of
the Bihar Police picked up
six more people from De-
oghar Jharkhand for
their in the al-

released after several controversies. After
hours of questioning, but dents alleged irregularities
they be called for in the matter
further questioning Later went to the Supreme Court
as further is which a retest
still on_ for over 1,500 students
who had preciously been
given “grace marks~ to
of the sed for the time
four examinees. They sus-  they lost while taking the
test

pect that Sanjeev Mukhiya,
a resident of Nalanda in Bi-
har, is the kingpin_ He had
earlier been arrested on
the charge of leaking the

Citing concerns about

the May 5 test: Education Ministry asks it to investigate
probe into the entire gamut of alleged irregularities

case against unknown per-
sons following an Educa
tion Ministry complaint al-
leging that the integrity of
the University Grants Com-
mission-National Eligibility
Test, also conducted by th

On Wednesday, Educa-
tion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan had acknow-
ledged that the back-to-
back paper leaks, affecting
the lives of at least 35 lakh

grity of
examinations, the Union
government ook a last-mi-

were an institu-
tional failure of the NTA,
whose chief has now been

Paper for a co

leged paper leak. The pol-
ice had earlier arrested 13

= by the Binar b b Ser
wvice Commission n 2016.

nute to
the NEET-PG examination
scheduled for . Last
week, the CBI registered a

MORE REPORTS
»PAGE S

Hungry herd

On the mowe: Siephants in search of food cross National Highway 17 at Boko on the cutskirts of Guwahati on Sunday. SITU RA.

s MORAAR

Oram promises to look into Great Nicobar clearances

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Union Tribal Affairs
Ainistry will be looking in-
to the forest dearance pa-
perwork of the 72,000
crore Infrastructure pro-
Ject Great Nlmbar
Island that the NDA
vernment has been push-
ing for, and accor de-
termine next steps, Tribal
Affairs Minister Jual Oram
said. In an exclusive in-
teraction with The Hindu,
he outlined his intent to
give special attention to

and amid reports of alleged
violations of land rights of
the tribal people residing
in the region_

Asked about the con-
cerns raised by the Natlon-
al Green Tribunal (NGT)
2nd the NCST over the en-

ental and forest
clearances, Mr. Oram said,
specific c.

have
for lhe relevant files and

Bebi)
The Great Nicobar Pia
ject involves

requisites — by an expert
committee.

The government
parliament in

that 9.6 lakh trees would
likely be cut for it and

10ld
2023

forest and land rights of ori-
bal during

es granted for the Great Ni-
cobar project and a
ground-up review of it over
the environmental con-

cerns flagged by experts
and constimtional bodies
oy

powe:
island. The project area is
expected to cover over 130
sq. km. of pristine forest.

2nd has been accorded en-
vironmental clearance
one of the mandatory pre-

v
tion® for the loss of this un-
i

L
case. It will tal
time to go through the
files. But we will be

calling for relevant files

JuaL onam
Frisoe Tribal Afairs Minkser

Group resides, is also ex-
pected to be used for this
project with the govern-
ment insisting that they
will not be relocated be-
cause of this work.

FRA vi
the NCST is in

e
had been planned, but in

ousands of ki-
lometres away in a
YRRy Mieceas: echlogical

"A total of 7.114 sq. km of

tribal reserve forest land,
where the Shompen, a Par-
ticularly Vulnerable Tribal

the middie of investigating
from retired

wiolations of the Forest
Rights Act (FRA) in the for-
est clearance process for

the project, for which the

mandated by the Constitu-
n the large number of
rejections of FRA claims by
tribal communities and in-
uals across the coun-

and States, Mr. Oram main-
tained that ¢ ctions.
were a “case-to-case is-

pending for disposal.

These FRA reports also
showed that the Andaman
and Nicobar administra-
tion has neither recognised
nor granted ownership of
any forest across the
UT. to local tribespeople
under FRA - a requisite
step under the Forest Con-
servation Rules, 2017 - be-
fore s

Police fear Manipur
militants are trying
to acquire drones

SN

.

Warning sign: Intefgent flight batteries used n

2 Manipur-based

GUWARATI

In the wake of the recent
seizures of intelligent flight
rts

drones sezed from

man on the outskirts of Guwahati on June 14, 4

rank said.

He did no¢ rule out the

possibility of
Ties

check
National Highway 27 lead-
ing to Manipur, via Naga-
land, and an alternative
route from Siichar in the
Barak Valley of southern

Assam.
A few days ago, Lieute-

ed man
in a vehicle at a toll gate
about 30 km east of Guwa-
hati. A day later, another
person was caught from

the Rupnagar area in the
Assam  capital carrying
drone pax(s on~ a
two-wheeler.

While Khalgoulen Kip-
g=n. 27, of G

Kangpokpi | district of

P
Chandran Nair, Director-
General Assam Rifles,

said that some 5.400 refu-

pur feared aerial attacks.

‘No reports’
“We have no reports of
drones having been used
in the ethnic batde bet-
ween the KukiZo and Mei-
el people In Manipur, but

Stage-1
which was granted in Oc-
tober 2022,

The UT. administration
that the exist-

ngmax Tribes) Act of 1955

rejected and 15.5% remain

s fovest rights of tribes:
people in the area. PATS6
gives the of

the 1611 gatd, was found to
have links with Kuki-Zo ex-

Meitel outfits involved in
the conflict.

“These selzures follow-
ing reliable inpus about the

the islands sole power over
and

ton of drones and related
for med

cation of land as a Tribal
Reserve determining
which areas forest dwellers
and tribespeople can use
for their daily sustenance.

£roups on efther side of the
ethnic divide in Manipur
could be the tip of the iceb-
erg.” an Assam Police offic-
o o6 the Inspector-General

their is all

Manipur of late. How many

are in operaton and for
what purpose Is anybody's

guess. thoush these could
be used for surveiliance for

the time being.” an Army

officer below the rank of

rigadse:

r said.
e foothills on the pe-
riphery of the imphal Val.
ley, almost at the centre of




HINDIL

News

Monday, June 24, 2024
P

Cloudburst in [

causes

landslips, flood-like situation

rming rriggered

A
Eandslips and a flood-like situation in tanagas,

chs]
Icanagar
adioining areas, while 3 flood-lle sifuaron
several stretches of National Highway

accurred in

415 Meanwhile, Union Home Minister Amst Shah
chaired a meeting in New Delhi for Aood

bres

rexincas shesd af monsosn. He instricted
o s nt

the rece:

artments concerm tudy
et vy =g Manipur and file a repore.

Two CoBRA personnel killed

in bomb blast in Chhattisgarh

Two personnel of the Central Reserve Palice

Foree's.

warfane unit (CobRa) were killed

ungie
after Maxalites blew up a wruck with an

improvised expl

cstve device (IED) in Sukma

district of Chhattisgarh on Sunday, the
Said. Constable Shaflendra, 29, and vehicle driver
®. Vishna, 35, were killed in the blast that took
place around 3 p.m. near Timmapuram village
between Sikger and Tekalgudem camps of the

security forces. o

Pushpak, ISRO’s reusable
launch vehicle, clears test

This was the third and final test of a series: the mission demonstrated the autonomouns Landing

capability of the vehicle under more challenging release conditions, says the space agency

The Hindu Burean
BENGALURL

he Indian Space He-
search  Organisa-
ton  successfully
completed the third reasa-
bie launch wehicle Landing

Range in Chitradurga, Kar-
an .
The third and final test

in a series was conducre,
at 710 am.

the release point 4.5 km
away, Pushpak autono-
mously  executed cross-
range  correction

noeuvres, approached e

oek towchdown: Pushpak performed 2 'precise horizomal

dynamic configu

duced to nearly 100 kmph

rachute,
the landing
gear brakes were em-

Larding 1 nunway centre line), the ISRO says. SFECA ARRANGEMENT

ployed for deceleration.
During _this ground  roll

phase, Pushpak utilises its
rudder and nose-wheel
steering system to autono-

The space agency said
this misskon simulated the
approach and landing in-
terface  and

required for the develop-
men of an
orcragh s mission,
the advanced guidanee Al
gorithm catering o longi-
tudinal and lareral plane
error correc which ks
essential for the furure Or
1 Reentry Mission has
said.

Navie.

RO's capability of design to
reuse flight systems.
LSO Chalrman

S Soma-
math congramulared the
team for irs efforts in main-

i, the oo Smeak
in such missions. 5. Unnik-
hnan Mar, Director, Wik-

landing conditions for a
vehicle returning from
space, reaffirming its ex-
pertise in acquiring the
muost critical technologies

ram  Sarabhal  Space
Centre, that
this -consistent success

boosts SRO'S confidence
in the critical technologies
essential for Rsture orbital
re-entry missions".

Advisory on organ
transplantation may
be put up at airports

s wi
CHENNAL
With more number of fo-
reigners vislting India to
n transplan-

Iallun, the Union Health
and Family Welfare Minis-
1ry has issued an advisory
to sensitise intermational
patients to the organ tran-
legal

skalled personnel
It was essential for these
foreign o, to under-

ments that regulare the
o ess of OTEgan
tation in India. To Bensllzl:le
I'Ibem on medical visa for

of the Home Mind

whibch requi rEan tran-
splant would be permited
an a

a((heagewolab

Guidelines
Going by provisions of the

the reciplent. 4 near rela-
u]db .
ul;hmer ﬂ\.er mumer,
brather, sister. grandfar
grandson

Sairass quiries reg-nd.’lng
rules pertaining to the sur-

gery, the Health Ministry
had prepared a set of pro-
tocols and guidelines o be
published on websites of
ihe Bureau of Immigration

reciplent

Censor board thwarts
Monkey Man release
even after global cuts

Argon Desp

NEW DELHI

The Dev Patel-directed re-
Btz

venge drama honkey X
set in a dystopian version

t formally
banning it, by simply not
of

by
scheduling a screening
the film for its advis

nexus ber
and politics. The version of

the film that was released
globally in thestres om
April 5, and on streaming

itical banners in the

A premotianal still of the film
fearuring Dew Patel

from saffron to re

Universal Picrures had
scheduled the film for a
theatrical release in India
on April 19, bur it has sl
not been released official-
ng to 2 source

should be made, if any.
Thar deadline passed in

New research heralds breast cancer
diagnosis with just a drop of blood

. Geetanath
EYDERABAD

Sclentists a1 the CSIR-
Centre for Cellular and Mo-
cular KOOI

miasion requess by The Hin-
de. The CBFCS Chisf
Executive Officer, Smita
Wats Sharma, upheld its
rranspasency officers deck
slon to withhold these de-
rails under the Right to n-

ey, declined to comment

e ter
cnse effective. non-inuasive method to detect breast cancer v R

cules. tdentification of mik-
MNas involved In the regula-
tion of the initistion and
progression of breast can-
cer grea se for
the devel of malac-

said CCMB Chief

sclentist Lekha Dinesh Ku-

mar, who led the research.
Mose of

ular tools for early dizen,
sis and prognosis, Dr. Lek-
ha said.

The sclentist explained

dy flulds of cancer patients
o identify the earllar e seas-
s of cancer de:
Based on this prm:.pl.e
arkers
nto a Hauid

would open up new vistas
in developing a refined,

cost-effective, and non-in-
wasive method breast

could  strengthe the
healthcare system majorly
because breast cancer is a
“hidden epidemic in Third
Waorld countries, with mast
rural women in India and
glaewhere reluceant to go
for a p

2k e st

The discovery of bio-
markers has b essen.
tal for early detection,

de".ﬁ in genaral. ahe added.

Mine international pa-
tents have already been
granted for these biomark-
ers as a testimony to the ap-

recently in the journal Cell
Commpunication P

Sigraliing.

Student held
for alleged
terror links in
West Bengal

KOLEATA
The Special Task Force
(STF) of the West Bengal

Boilice. s, grrested 2 o
comd-ye, omputer
Sclence sdent from pana-
garh in Purba Ba

Gistrict of the the State, for
his alleged links. to a Ban-
glaclesh hased terror outft

manded in police custody
for 14 days.

“Today, STF West Ben-
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Pushpak, ISRO’s reusable
launch vehicle, clears test

This was the third and final test of a series; the mission demonstrated the autonomous landing

capability of the vehicle under more challenging release conditions, says the space agency

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he Indian Space Re-
T search  Organisa-

tion successfully
completed the third reusa-
ble launch vehicle landing
experiment (RLV LEX) at
the Aeronautical Test
Range in Chitradurga, Kar-
nataka on Sunday.

The third and final test
in a series was conducted
at7.10 a.m.

“Following the success
of RLV LEX-01 and LEX-02
missions, RLV LEX-03 re-
demonstrated the autono-
mous landing capability of
the RLV under more chal-
lenging release conditions
and more severe wind con-
ditions,” the ISRO said.

On Sunday morning,
Pushpak, the space agen-
cy’s winged vehicle, was
released from an Indian
Air Force Chinook helicop-
ter at an altitude of 4.5 km.

The ISRO said that from
the release point 4.5 km
away, Pushpak autono-
mously executed cross-
range correction ma-
noeuvres, approached the

Textbook touchdown: Pushpak performed a ‘precise horizontal
landing at runway centre line’, the ISRO says. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

runway, and performed a
precise horizontal landing
at the runway centre line.
“Due to this vehicle’s
low lift-to-drag ratio aero-
dynamic configuration, the
landing velocity exceeded
320 kmph, compared with
260 kmph for a commer-
cial aircraft and 280 kmph
for a typical fighter air-
craft. After touchdown, the
vehicle velocity was re-
duced to nearly 100 kmph
using its brake parachute,
after which the landing
gear brakes were em-

ployed for deceleration.
During this ground roll
phase, Pushpak utilises its
rudder and nose-wheel
steering system to autono-
mously maintain a stable
and precise ground roll
along the runway,” it said.
The space agency said
this mission simulated the
approach and landing in-
terface and high-speed
landing conditions for a
vehicle returning from
space, reaffirming its ex-
pertise in acquiring the
most critical technologies

required for the develop-
ment of an RLV.

“Through this mission,
the advanced guidance al-
gorithm catering to longi-
tudinal and lateral plane
error corrections, which is
essential for the future Or-
bital Re-entry Mission has
been validated,” it said.

The ISRO said that the
LEX used sensors such as
an inertial sensor, radar al-
timeter, flush air data sys-
tem and NavIC. Notably,
the LEX-03 mission reused
the winged body and flight
systems from the LEX-02
mission without any modi-
fication, demonstrating
the robustness of the IS-
RO’s capability of design to
reuse flight systems.

ISRO Chairman S. Soma-
nath congratulated the
team for its efforts in main-
taining the success streak
in such missions. S. Unnik-
rishnan Nair, Director, Vik-
ram Sarabhai = Space
Centre, emphasised that
this “consistent success
boosts ISRO’s confidence
in the critical technologies
essential for future orbital
re-entry missions”.



* ISRO's Reusable Launch Vehicle (RLV):

* Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully completed the
third reusable launch vehicle landing experiment (RLV LEX) at the
Aeronautical Test Range in Chitradurga, Karnataka.

* This test demonstrated the autonomous landing capability of the RLV
under challenging conditions.



* Test Details:

* The RLV, named Pushpak, was released from an Indian Air Force
Chinook helicopter at an altitude of 4.5 km.

* Pushpak performed a precise horizontal landing at the runway center
line.



* Technical Aspects:

* The vehicle has a low lift-to-drag ratio aerodynamic configuration,
with a landing velocity exceeding 320 km/h.

* The mission validated the advanced guidance algorithm necessary for
future orbital re-entry missions.



* Technological Advancements:

 The mission used sensors such as an inertial sensor, radar altimeter,
flush air data system, and NavIC.

* The LEX-03 mission reused the winged body and flight systems from
the previous LEX-02 mission, demonstrating ISRO's capability to reuse
flight systems.



* Future Implications:

* The success of the mission validates the advanced guidance algorithm
necessary for the Orbital Re-entry Mission.

* ISRO's confidence in critical technologies for future orbital re-entry
missions has been boosted.



» Consider the following statements regarding ISRO's reusable launch vehicle (RLV) test:

1. The third and final test of ISRO's reusable launch vehicle, Pushpak, was conducted at the Aeronautical
Test Range in Chitradurga, Karnataka.

2. Pushpak was released from an Indian Air Force Chinook helicopter at an altitude of 4.5 km and
demonstrated autonomous landing capabilities.

3. The mission used sensors such as an inertial sensor, radar altimeter, flush air data system, and NavIC
for precise landing.

4.The success of the mission validates the advanced guidance algorithm essential for ISRO's future
Orbital Re-entry Mission.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

e A.1and 2 only
B.1, 2, and 3 only
C.1,2,3,and 4
D. 3 and 4 only



New research heralds breast cancer
diagnosis with just a drop of blood

V. Geetanath
HYDERABAD

Scientists at the CSIR-
Centre for Cellular and Mo-
lecular Biology (CCMB)
here, in association with
clinicians of the Regional
Cancer Centre (RCC) in Thi-
ruvananthapuram, have
identified a potentially
cost-effective and non-inva-
sive method to detect va-
rious kinds of breast cancer
from just a drop of blood.
The researchers have
analysed microRNA (miR-
NAs) signatures in hun-
dreds of human cancer
samples and identified 439
of them associated with in-
vasive breast cancer, of
which 107 qualified to be
potential biomarkers for
the stratification of diffe-
rent types, grades and stag-
es of invasive ductal carci-
noma, said CCMB Chief
Scientist Lekha Dinesh Ku-
mar, who led the research.
Most of the cellular pro-
cesses in a body are regu-
lated by miRNA molecules
which are 23-25 base small
non-coding RNA mole-

Screening test: Scientists have identified a potentially
cost-effective, non-invasive method to detect breast cancer. V. RAJU

cules. Identification of miR-
NAs involved in the regula-
tion of the initiation and
progression of breast can-
cer holds great promise for
the development of molec-
ular tools for early diagno-
sis and prognosis, Dr. Lek-
ha said.

The scientist explained
that cancer cells shed DNA/
RNA into the circulation
called ‘circulating nucleic
acids (CNAs) and tumour-
specific genetic changes,
including DNA, RNA, and
proteins, which are detec-
table in plasma or other bo-

dy fluids of cancer patients
to identify the earlier stag-
es of cancer development.

Based on this principle,
the identified biomarkers
could be made into a liquid
biopsy system that might
prove to be a boon for de-
veloping countries, as can-
cer could be detected from
one drop of blood.

Cost-effective method

“Our study has paved the
way for the application of
miRNAs as biomarkers and
would open up new vistas
in developing a refined,

cost-effective, and non-in-
vasive method in breast
cancer diagnosis,” she said.

Affordable, quick and
robust early detection pro-
tocols for breast cancer
diagnosis using miRNAs
could strengthen the
healthcare system majorly
because breast cancer is a
“hidden epidemic in Third
World countries, with most
rural women in India and
elsewhere reluctant to go
for a physical examina-
tion,” Dr. Lekha said.

The discovery of bio-
markers has become essen-
tial for early detection,
classification, and monitor-
ing of cancer. It holds the
key for the cure of this
scourge and reduces the
economic burden of the fa-
mily in particular and so-
ciety in general, she added.

Nine international pa-
tents have already been
granted for these biomark-
ers as a testimony to the ap-
plication of results of this
study, which got published
recently in the journal Cell
Communication and
Signalling.












* Potential Impact:

 Early detection and classification using this method can improve
diagnosis and treatment, particularly in developing countries where
breast cancer is prevalent but physical examinations are less
accessible.

* The method holds promise for developing a liquid biopsy system,
making it easier and cheaper to diagnose cancer.



* Patents and Future Applications:
* Nine international patents have been granted for these biomarkers.

* The research opens new avenues for developing diagnostic tools that
are both refined and accessible.



* Consider the following statements regarding the new breast cancer
diagnostic method developed by CCMB and RCC:

1.The new method to detect breast cancer requires only a drop of blood.

2.The diagnostic method utilizes the analysis of microRNA (miRNA)
signatures.

3.This method is non-invasive and cost-effective, aimed at early detection and
classification of breast cancer.

4.The new diagnostic tool requires extensive physical examination to confirm
the presence of cancer.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

*A.1,2,and 3 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2, 3,and 4 only
D.1,2, 3,and 4
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What are the duties of a Speaker‘?

\\'l'ut does the office of the S

The story so far:
he President has appointed
seven-time MP Bhartruhari

Adal as the "Speaker pro
zem® of the 18th Lok Sabha. The
of the full is

scheduled for June 26. There are also
reports of the Speaker being
offered to one of the allies of the rul
Narional Democratic Al.llance NDAY,

ot that an been hetd by the. Oppnstuon
since the 10th Lok Sabha (991

Who is Speaker pro tem?
Article 94 of the Constitution states that
the Speaker of the Lok Sabha shall not
vacate his/her office until immediately
before the first of the Lok Sabha
after its dissolution. This is to ensure that
he office of the Speaker is never
vtk Hanoe. Cts Blrln velss vas e
Speaker of the I7th Lok Sabha continues
in that post till jJune 24 when the first
meeting of the 15th Lok Sabha is
scheduled. Asticle 95(1) of the
Constitution provides that when the post
gfSpeaker and Deputy Speaker i vacant.
of

the Lok Setia to petfcnn"n the duties of
the Speaker. This would be the situation
When the first meeting of a new Lok
Sabha

and over the of
Speaker. In the 18th Lok Sabha.

full-ime Speaker is elected. The term ‘pro
ter’ means “for the time being” or
‘temporary”.
This term & not
rules of Lok Sabha but is a
in

tenr mg.;n \\m: du(; |.hu Lunsuxuuun ate? Whu elects the De

important rele: Unson Minister Dharmendra Pradhan with MP Bhartruhars Mahtab on March 2857

What is the role of the Speaker?

Apart from th of the

caker of the Lok Sabha? How can the

declined from 71% during 2009-14 to 16%
during 2019-24. With d\e return of a

that
the Speaker would Tt n-npo«um Bills o
- There

were also large-scale suspensions of
stion MPs

elected to their office.

g
elected as Speaker could be a first step

The Deputy Speaker is an important
er“hosleps in during

Mahtab of the
been

two kmportant
a Bil

Janata Party (BJP) has as
Speaker pro tem.

How are the and

tobea 15 (over wmm the Rajya
b has eaited soley, and deciding on.
nder the Tenth Schedule

states that
two members

who is then administered oath by the
President_ The Speaker pro rem
administers cath of office to other MPs

elected unopposed. The
Depury Speaker is heid on a date fixed by
the Speake:

u
for defection. In discharging these roles in

Sabha
Speaker with the s powers ofreﬂerral of
Bills

the
The convention ofoa'enrg the post of
Deputy Speaker to the Opposition started
in the year 1991 Thereafter, till the 16th
Lok Sabha this has been followed without
a break. It was a travesty of the
Constinmion that no Deputy Speaker was
elected in the 17th Lok Sabha_
heall

by Opposition should recurn in

Lok Sabha.

and suspension S A srave
disorder up to a maximum of five days.
Referral of Bills to committees have

_R is a former IAS officer and

author of “Polity Simplified-. He currently

trains civil-service mpdranu ac-Oftcers (A3
" Views are pe
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Mahtas o the ‘Speaker pro
tern® of the 18th Lok Sabha.

Article 54 of the Constitution
states that the Speaker of the
Lok Sabha shall not vacate
hisfher ofMice until kmenedistely
Before the first meeting of the
Lok Sabha afer e dissottion.

The Deputy

Important constitutional oficer
who steps in during the
vacancy or absence of the
Speaker.
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How is methanol procured
and used as liquor?

Was the Kallakurichi incident the first time that methanol poisoning has come to light?

M. Kalyanaraman

The story so far:

he Kallakurichi illicit liquor
tragedy that has so far claimed
more than 50 lives is entirely
familiar in its cause, sequence
of events, and aftermath. Such tragedies
happen periodically across India in
various States. Almost all the postmortem
reports of the victims attribute the cause
to methanol consumption.

How are ethanol, methanol made?
Ethanol is legal liquor for consumption. It
is produced biologically whereas
methanol is produced from fuels such as
coal in India. Molasses, which are a
by-product of the sugar making process,
form the starting material of distilleries
that are often located close to sugar
factories. They produce rectified spirit
which is distilled further to produce
edible extra neutral alcohol that in turn
goes into making Indian Made Foreign
Liquor, a lucrative cash cow for State

i )

governments. During ethanol production
in responsible distilleries, methanol is
also produced but is carefully removed
since the processes are highly controlled.

Methanol is produced from coal and
other fossil fuels. While ethanol can be
made edible, methanol is poison. Even
very low concentrations of methanol can
be toxic, often fatal. However, it is needed
to produce a range of products that are
highly useful. Paints, for instance, can’t
be produced without methanol.

Is methanol easy to procure?

Just like ethanol, methanol is a highly
controlled substance. Rules in Tamil Nadu
ensure the manufacturing, transportation
and storage are all licenced, monitored
and the quantity and quality audited.

In northern Tamil Nadu, much of the
methanol used in industries is sourced
from Andhra Pradesh. Ground reportage
suggests the existence of a lucrative
methanol pilferage racket operating
enroute and at the end-user side as well.

It is possible that methanol formed

during the crude distillation process,
adopted by the bootleggers at
Kallakurichi, wasn’t removed, leading to
methanol poisoning. However, the
widespread nature of contamination and
scale of the Kallakurichi tragedy suggests
that methanol was procured and supplied
separately, either as part of a brew or
alone in a diluted form. Given that illicit
liquor has been produced and distributed
widely here over many months, possibly
years, methanol use was not a one-off
event that happened only this fateful
week at Kallakurichi.

Why is methanol used?
Most of the hooch tragedies in India occur
due to methanol contamination in liquor.
Street wisdom, or belief rather, may well
be that the relatively inexpensive but
potent poison that is methanol, if diluted
enough, could provide the same effect as
ordinary liquor — a state of intoxication or
‘kick’ for consumers.

Prosecutors in the 2015 Malvani,
Mumbai hooch tragedy case in which

more than 100 people died and some 75
were injured argued that all the accused
had entered into a criminal conspiracy,
and deliberately procured and supplied
poisonous methanol. Lawyers defending
the accused argued that their defendants
would not knowingly add methanol. It
made no business sense. And bootleggers,
just like in Kallakurichi, live amidst the
community. They provide a service that is
much in demand and wouldn’t want to
kill their own folk. The additional sessions
judge S. D. Tawshikar, in the Malvani case,
acquitted 10 of the 14 accused but
convicted four. The judge did not find
anyone guilty of violating the Poisons Act
of 1919. The four were convicted of
criminal conspiracy, and culpable
homicide not amounting to murder.

What needs to be done?

The periodic occurrence of methanol
poisoning suggests the need for strong
central legislation that can work with
State legislation. Various laws such as the
Poisons Act that involves State
governments can tighten the methanol
supply chain. The implementation of laws
holds the key, especially when there are
plans to ramp up the production of both
ethanol and methanol for use as cheaper,
eco-friendly alternatives to petrol and
diesel for transportation.

The NITI Aayog has talked of ramping
up methanol production from two metric
tonnes to 20. Keeping methanol and
ethanol separate and not allowing any
pilferage should be a national priority.






* Ethanol vs. Methanol Production:
e Ethanol, legal for consumption, is produced biologically.

* Methanol is produced from fuels like coal and is highly toxic, even in
low concentrations.



* Procurement of Methanol:

* Methanol is a controlled substance, and its manufacture,
transportation, and storage are regulated.

* |In Tamil Nadu, methanol used in industries often comes from Andhra
Pradesh, indicating a lucrative smuggling racket.
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e Historical Context:

* Methanol poisoning incidents are not new, with similar cases
reported in the past, such as the 2015 Malvani Mumbai hooch
tragedy.



* Consider the following statements regarding the use and effects of
methanol in illicit liquor:

1.Methanol is produced biologically and is safe for consumption in small
guantities.

2.Methanol poisoning is a recurring issue in India due to its use in
adulterating illicit liquor.

3.The Poisons Act and other regulations are in place to control the
manufacture, transportation, and storage of methanol.

4.Methanol is a cheaper alternative used to provide the same intoxicating
effect as ethanol in illicit liquor production.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2, 3, and 4 only
C.1, 3,and 4 only
D. 2 and 4 only
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BIHAR POLICE ARREST S MORE SUNDAY TAKING TOTALINCUSTODY TO 18
In burnt scraps, Bihar Police found 68
questions matchmg orlgmal’ NEET paper

Serial numbers identical, centre code
matched; Hazaribagh principal says
leak possible before papers arrived
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In Jharkhand, e-rickshaw
ferried papers, chain of
custody under scanner

ABHISHEK
RANCHL JUNE 23
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Students arrive at a school in Haryana's fhajjar for the NEET-UG retest on Sunday. Abhis Soba

CBI takes over NEET probe; NTA
looks to debar 17 Bihar candidates

Bihar and Gujarat transfer their cases to central agency

RITIKA CHOPRA &
DEEPT TIWARY
NEW DELHI, JUNE 23
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Resurgent Opp set
to push Govt for
answers as House
session starts today

Exam ‘irregularities’, train accident &
Bangladesh water treaty among issues

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JUNE 2
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2019,
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Amid setbacks, first signs
of progress in lithium
mining in Chhattlsgarh

AGGAM WALIA
NEW DELHIL JUNE 23
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After historic win over Aussies, Rashid sends

a message home: ‘Roll up sleeves.
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ESTONIA, ONE of the world’s
most advanced digital countries,
is looking to partner with India
to collaborate on strengthening
the two countries’ cybersecurity
infrastructure, multiple officials
from the Baltic country’s govern-
ment said.

Estonia, courtesy its vicinity
to Russia, faces a barrage of cy-
berattacks from the country,
more so because of the former’s
stance on the war between
Russiaand Ukraine. India, mean-
while, faces a similar threat from
its neighbour China.

“We are keen to work with
India and to conduct cyber exer-
cises here. Globally, thereisarise
in cyber attacks and Estonia is
also facing attacks from hackers,”
Jonatan Vseviov, secretary gen-
eral, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
told a delegation of Indian jour-
nalists. He also highlighted areas
like digital services and educa-
tion systems as potential areas
for collaboration between the
countries.

Estonia, with a population of
about 1.3 million, was a former
member of the Soviet Union, and
faced one of the largest cyberat-
tacks on its digital infrastructure
in2007 by means of a distributed
denial of service (DDoD) attack.
Atthe time, the attack took place

Aserver farm of CR14 (Cyber Range 14), which is a foundation
established by the Estonian Ministry of Defence, whose
responsibility is to offer and develop cybersecurity training. File

in the backdrop of riots by ethnic
Russian Estonians, prompted by
the removal of a Soviet war me-
morial from the centre of the
country'’s capital, Tallinn.

Since the war between Russia
and Ukraine, the country has ex-
perienced similar threats from
Russian actors, government offi-
cials said. Government officialsin
India have previously said that
New Delhi faces much of a similar
challenge from Beijing, where a
group of independent, and state-
backed actors have increased at-
tacks on critical infrastructure in
New Delhi. China'sarmy of hack-
ers is part of the country’s infor-
mation warfare apparatus and its
aim is to access information and

primarily hold it as ransomware,
said Mart Noorma, director of the
North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) Cooperative
Cyber Defence Centre of
Excellence, told reporters.
Ransomware attacks are where a
cyber-actor gains access to sensi-
tive information of an entity and
encrypts, with the condition of
decrypting the data only after re-
ceiving a payment.

The NATO (CCDCOE) is a
NATO-accredited knowledge
hub, which was established in
2008, and offers an interdiscipli-
nary approach to the most rele-
vant issues in cyber defence. It
has a group of international ex-
perts from the military, govern-

CYBERATTACKS AGROWING CONCERN FOR ESTONIA AND INDIA

Estonia looks at Indian partnership to
beef up cybersecurity infrastructure

ment, academia and industry
from 39 countries.

Noorma said: “We whole-
heartedly welcome like-minded
democratic nations like India to
join us. This will help in cyber
knowledge and exchanging
methods to address cyber-at-
tacks. The cooperation will helpa
large-scale coalition through re-
search, training, and exercises.”

The ties between Estoniaand
India are increasingly growing.
AnIndian contingent was, for the
first time, observers in an NATO-
run cyber security exercise in
Estonia last month. The exercise
was the largest of its kind in
Europe, Tiit Riisalo, Estonian eco-
nomic affairs and information
technology minister, said. It in-
volved 32 NATO countries and a
handful of invitees.

Although, it is worth noting
that the Estonian security estab-
lishment does not view
favourably the fact that India has
become one of the largest pur-
chasers of Russian oil since the
war began. The Indian Express had
earlier reported that India’s
Russian oil imports climbed toa
10-month high in May as low
Russianrefinery capacity use due
to Ukrainian drone strikes made
more of Moscow's oil available
for the export market.

Estonian defence minister,
Hanno Pevkur, said that the
northern European country and
India have worked together on

cybersecurity issues previously
and could further that collabora-
tion not just from government
engagements, but by involving
the two nations’ private sector as
well.

The Estonian Secretary
General Vseviov said that
European countries are keen to
diversify their bases in various in-
dustries over concerns emanat-
ing from over-reliance on specific
countries, especially those with
authoritarian regimes. In this
context, Estonian officials high-
lighted, India could emerge as a
potential partner for Europe and
Estonia, despite the significant
population and size differences
between the countries. Courtesy
of its NATO membership, Estonia
hasalsobecomea crucial market
for a number of Indian start-ups
in the defence space as well.

There’s another key similarity
between Estoniaand India-both
the countries possess a ubiqui-
tous national identity system, e-
ID in the former, and Aadhaar in
the latter, which are tied to a
number of government services.
In fact, in the early days of
Aadhaar, when the system was
being worked upon, Indian offi-
cials had closely studied Estonia’s
system, a former official at the
Unique Identity Authority of India
(UIDAI),said.

(The reporter was in Tallinn at
the invitation of the Estonian gov-
ernment.)
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Capital
and largest city

Official language

Ethnic groups (2024110])

Religion (2021'1))

Demonym(s)

Government

* President
* Prime Minister

Legislature

Tallinn
- 59°25'N 24°45'E

Estonianl(@l

67.8% Estonians
21.5% Russians
5.0% Ukrainians!®!
5.1% other

0.6% unknown!®!

58.4% no religion
26.7% Christianity
12.7% undeclared
2.2% other

Estonian

Unitary parliamentary
republic

Alar Karis
Kaja Kallas

unicameral Riigikogu

Independence from Russia and Germany

* Declaration of
independence

» Joined the League of
Nations

* German and Soviet
occupations

* Independence restored

» Joined the European Union

Area
* Total

» Water (%)

23-24 February 1918
22 September 1921
1940-1991

20 August 1991
1 May 2004

4533512 km?
(17,504 sq mi)
(129thd)

4.6

TTTTTTT oA T

Population
+ 2024 estimate

» 2021 census
* Density

GDP (PPP)
» Total

+ Per capita

GDP (nominal)
» Total

* Per capita

Gini (2021)

HDI (2022)

Currency

A1,373,101(18
1,331,824!14

30.3/km? (78.5/sq mi)
(148th)

2024 estimate

A $61.598 billion!15]
(113th)

A $45,122[15] (41st)

2024 estimate

A $43.486 billion! 1!
(102nd)

A $31,854!15] (36th)
A 30.6!6]

4 0.899!17]
very high (31st)

Euro (€) (EUR)



 Estonia's Cybersecurity Concerns:

* Estonia, a highly advanced digital country, faces cyberattacks,
primarily from Russia due to geopolitical tensions related to the
Russia-Ukraine war.

 Estonia seeks to collaborate with India to strengthen its cybersecurity
infrastructure.



* India's Cybersecurity Expertise:

* India faces similar cyber threats from neighboring China and has
developed significant cybersecurity.capabilities.

* Estonia views India'as a valuable partner in combating cyber threats
through joint exercises, research, training, and knowledge exchange.



 Strategic Collaboration:

 Estonia's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Defence officials
emphasize the importance of such partnerships in addressing global
cybersecurity threats.

* The collaboration is seen as beneficial for both countries, helping
them manage and mitigate cyberattacks more effectively.



e Historical Context:

 Estonia has been a victim of significant cyberattacks, notably the 2007
cyberattack linked to Russia.

* The country has since developed robust cybersecurity measures and
aims to further enhance these through international cooperation.



e NATO Involvement:

 Estonia is a member of NATO and hosts the NATO Cooperative Cyber
Defence Centre of Excellence (CCDCOE), which plays a crucial role in
global cybersecurity efforts.



* Potential Areas of Cooperation:

* Joint cyber exercises, sharing best practices, training programs, and
leveraging each other's technological strengths are key areas of focus.

 Estonia and India are exploring ways to involve private sector entities
in these collaborative efforts.



India’s Exports to
Estonia

India’s Import from 123.85
Estonia

Total Bilateral 217.49 121.80
trade

Source: Statistics Estonia

5. In 2023, India's imports from Estonia amounted to €79.8M. Major items of imports from Estonia to India include woodpulp
(30.9%), electrical equipment (26.6%), wood and articles of wood (13.4%), optics, measuring, precision instruments (8.29%), iron
and steel (5.86%).




Bilateral Trade in Services (In EUR million)

2017 2019 2020
Year

India Imports  10.0
from Estonia

India exports 7.7
to Estonia

Source: Statistics Estonia




* Consider the following statements regarding Estonia's cybersecurity
collaboration with India:

1.Estonia faces significant cyber threats primarily due to its proximity to
Russia and its stance on the Russia-Ukraine war.

2.India is viewed as a strategic partner by Estonia for strengthening
cybersecurity through joint exercises, research, and training.

3.Estonia is not a member of NATO, which limits its ability to collaborate on
international cybersecurity initiatives.

4.The collaboration aims to involve private sector entities from both countries
in enhancing cybersecurity infrastructure.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.1, 2,and 4 only
C. 2, 3,and 4 only
D. 1, 3, and 4 only
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* The Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) under the Ministry of
Finance has not approved of India's contribution of USD 10 million for
Global Initiative on Digital Health (GIDH).



* What is the Global Initiative on Digital Health (GIDH)?
 About:

* The Global Initiative on Digital Health (GIDH) is a network of
organisations, institutions and government technical agencies
engaged in supporting national digital health transformation.

* It is managed by the World Health Organization (WHO).






* Components of GIDH: It has four Main Components.

* Country Needs Tracker: A mechanism to identify and track the digital health needs
of different countries.

* Country Resource Portal: A map of available digital health resources within each
country.

* Transformation Toolbox: A repository of quality-assured digital tools for health
transformation.

* Knowledge Exchange: Facilitation of knowledge sharing among participating
nations.



* With reference to the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, consider the following statements: (2022)

1. Private and public hospitals must adopt it.
2. As it aims to achieve universal, health coverage, every citizen of India should be part of it ultimately.

3. It has seamless portability across the country.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(¢) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3



Viability Gap




* The Union Cabinet has recently approved the Viability Gap Funding
(VGF) scheme for offshore wind energy projects with a total outlay of
Rs.7453 crore.

* The scheme includes the installation and commissioning of 1 GW
(Gigawatt) of offshore wind energy projects with an outlay of Rs. 6853
crore, featuring 500 MW wind energy projects off the coasts of
Gujarat and Tamil Nadu.



» Offshore wind is a source of renewable energy which offers several
advantages such as higher adequacy & reliability, lower storage
requirement.

 The VGF scheme, overseen by the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy, is @ major step towards implementing the National Offshore
Wind Energy Policy notified in 2015.
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« Upcoming missions

— The Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) will launch

the Gaganyaan mission in 2025.

— ISRO is planning a mission to study Venus, focusing on its surface and
atmosphere, which could provide valuable scientific data.

— NISAR is a joint Earth-observing mission between NASA and the Indian
Space Research Organization (ISRO).

a. NISAR will be the first radar of its kind in space to systematically map Earth
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