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Resolution Passed:

The Kerala Assembly unanimously passed a resolution to 
rename the state as "Keralam" in the Constitution.

This is the second time such a resolution has been 
passed; the first was on August 9 last year.



Reason for Renaming:

The resolution was moved by Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

The name "Kerala" in the First Schedule of the Constitution does not reflect the 
Malayalam name "Keralam".

The Assembly urged the Union Government to amend Article 3 of the 
Constitution to change the state's name.



Historical and Etymological Background:

The name "Keralam" means "son of Kerala" in Sanskrit and is linked to the 
Chera dynasty.

References to Kerala can be found in Emperor Ashoka's Rock Edict of 257 BCE.

The term "Kerala" has historical ties to various ancient South Indian kingdoms.



1.Statehood and Integration:

1. Demand for a united Malayalam-speaking state started in the 1920s.

2. The state of Kerala was formed on November 1, 1956, following the State 
Reorganisation Commission's recommendation, integrating Travancore, Cochin, and 
Malabar districts.



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent resolution passed by the Kerala 
Assembly to rename the state:

1.The Kerala Assembly has unanimously passed a resolution to rename the state as 
"Keralam" in the Constitution for the second time.

2.The term "Keralam" has historical significance and is linked to the Chera dynasty.

3.The formation of the state of Kerala took place on November 1, 1949, following the State 
Reorganisation Commission's recommendation.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3















Recognition:

Srinagar has earned the "World Craft City" tag from the World Crafts Council 
(WCC), a non-government organization promoting artisans and safeguarding 
craft heritage globally.

Saleem Beg, head of INTACH-K (Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural 
Heritage-Kashmir), described the honor as a recognition of Kashmir's skill base.



• Implications:

• The tag will boost Kashmir's traditional linkages with Central Asia and 
Iran.

• There are 14 Iranian cities listed as craft cities by the WCC.

• This honor is expected to facilitate knowledge exchange and reopen 
Kashmir's traditional routes that were closed down over the last 
century.



• Support for Artisans:

• The WCC has provided a new pathway for Kashmiri artisans to achieve new growth and 
development in their crafts.

• The executive board of the WCC acknowledged Srinagar's designation as a "World Craft 
City" after a detailed tour of craft centers in the area.



1.Future Prospects:

1. The inclusion of Srinagar in the list of craft cities is seen as a medium to focus on 
places engaged in creativity and aesthetics for centuries.

2. This recognition is likely to promote global links and interactions for the artisans of 
Kashmir.

3. As of now, at least 10 different forms of craftsmanship survive in Srinagar 
and its suburbs, including papier-mâché, walnut wood carving, carpets, Sozni 
embroidery and Pashmina and Kani shawls.



• Consider the following statements regarding Srinagar's 
recent recognition as a "World Craft City":

1. Srinagar has been designated as a "World Craft City" by 
the World Crafts Council (WCC), a non-government 
organization.

2. The recognition will boost Kashmir's traditional linkages 
with Central Asia and Iran, and facilitate knowledge 
exchange.

3. This is the first time any Indian city has been listed as a 
craft city by the WCC.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3







• New Rules Notification:

• The Centre has notified amended rules allowing women government employees to take 
180 days of maternity leave for children born through surrogacy.

• The surrogate mother, if she is a government employee, is also eligible for 180 days of 
maternity leave.



Commissioning Parents' Leave:

The "commissioning mother" (the intending 
mother of the child born through surrogacy) 
is granted 180 days of maternity leave if she 
has less than two surviving children.

The "commissioning father" (the intending 
father of the child born through surrogacy) is 
allowed 15 days of paternity leave within six 
months from the child's birth.



• Child Care Leave:

• The commissioning mother with less than 
two surviving children may also be granted 
child care leave as per the Central Civil 
Services (Leave) (Amendment) Rules, 
2024.



Clarification of Terms:

The surrogate mother is defined as the 
woman who bears the child on behalf 
of the commissioning mother.

The commissioning father is defined as 
the intending father of the child born 
through surrogacy.



• Existing Rules:

• Existing rules permit a female government servant 
and a single male government servant to take child 
care leave for a maximum period of 730 days 
during their entire service.





• Consider the following statements regarding the new 
rules for maternity leave for parents of a child born 
through surrogacy:

1.Women government employees can take 180 days of 
maternity leave if they have children through surrogacy.

2.The surrogate mother, if a government employee, is not 
eligible for any maternity leave.

3.The commissioning father can take 15 days of paternity 
leave within six months from the child's birth.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3







Enemy Agents Ordinance Overview:

The J&K Enemy Agents Ordinance was first 
issued in 1947 by the Dogra Maharaja of J&K.

It became a law in the erstwhile state and was 
amended post-partition in 1947.

The ordinance is stringent, more so than the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 
1967.



Provisions of the Ordinance:

The ordinance targets those assisting militants in 
J&K, imposing either life imprisonment or the death 
penalty.

It defines an enemy agent and outlines severe 
punishments for espionage, aiding the enemy, and 
acts of incendiary nature.

The accused cannot engage a lawyer unless 
permitted by the court.



• Legal Framework Changes:

• Post the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, 
J&K’s legal framework saw changes.

• The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act 
replaced some state laws with Indian laws 
while retaining the Enemy Agents Ordinance 
and Public Safety Act.

• The Ranbir Penal Code was replaced with 
the Indian Penal Code.



• Trial and Appeal Process:

• Trials under the ordinance are conducted by a 
special judge appointed by the government in 
consultation with the High Court.

• There is no provision for appeal against the verdict; 
however, the decision can be reviewed by a person 
chosen by the Government



• Confidentiality and Penalties:

• The ordinance prohibits 
disclosing or publishing 
information about proceedings 
without government 
authorization.

• Violating this can result in 
imprisonment up to two years, 
fine, or both.



1.Historical Context:

1. The ordinance has been used to try and 
sentence many Kashmiris, including Maqbool 
Bhat, a JKLF founder who was hanged in 1984.



• Consider the following statements regarding the J&K 
Enemy Agents Ordinance:

1.The J&K Enemy Agents Ordinance was first issued in 
1917 and became a law in the erstwhile state post-
partition in 1947.

2.The ordinance provides for either life imprisonment or 
the death penalty for those assisting militants in J&K.

3.After the abrogation of Article 370, the Ranbir Penal 
Code was replaced with the Indian Penal Code, but the 
Enemy Agents Ordinance remained in effect.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3



RELOS and India-Russia Relation



Recently, the India-Russia mutual logistics 
agreement named the Reciprocal Exchange 
of Logistics Agreement (RELOS) is now 
ready for finalisation. 

It will facilitate military cooperation 
between India and Russia, 
including joint exercises, training, and 
disaster relief efforts.



Purpose:

This agreement is designed to streamline military logistics support, making joint operations 
and long-distance missions more efficient and cost-effective for both India and Russia.

About:

The Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement (RELOS) between India and Russia is a significant 
administrative arrangement that will enhance military cooperation between the two nations.

What is Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement (RELOS)?



• Sustained Operations:

• It will facilitate the replenishment of essential 
supplies (fuel, rations, spare parts) thus 
enabling continuous, uninterrupted military 
presence in crucial regions.

• It will provide berthing facilities for 
troops, warships, and aircraft.

• It will be applicable during both 
wartime and peacetime missions.



• Strategic Advantages:

• Expanded Military Reach:

• Balancing Quad Agreements:

• Scientific Interconnections:



• What are India's Logistics Agreements with Various Countries?

• India and USA: General Security of Military Information Agreement 
(GSOMIA): It was signed in 2002, to facilitate sharing military 
intelligence between India and the USA.

• Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), 2016: 
Allows mutual use of military logistics facilities.



Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement 
(BECA), 2020: Provides India access to U.S. 
geospatial intelligence data.

Communications Compatibility and Security 
Agreement (COMCASA), 2018: Enables the transfer 
of encrypted communication equipment.



• India and France:

• Facilitates logistical support during joint exercises, port visits, and humanitarian 
efforts

• Promotes stability in the Pacific and Indian Ocean regions.

• Enables maritime intelligence sharing.



India and Australia:

• Comprehensive Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA), 
2020.

• Emphasises shared vision for Indo-Pacific maritime cooperation.

India and Japan:

• Allows Close Coordination of Services (ACSA), 2020 and supplies 
between armed 



• Bilateral Trade:

• Bilateral trade has been substantial, with India's total 
reaching approximately USD 13 billion in 2021-22.

• Russia ranks as India’s seventh largest trading partner, a significant rise 
from its position in previous years.



The military hardware purchased/leased by India from Russia includes:

S-400 Triumf 

Kamov Ka-226 200 to be made in India under the Make in India initiative 

T-90S Bhishma 

INS Vikramaditya aircraft carrier program 

AK-203 Rifles



• Which of the following statements regarding the Reciprocal Exchange of 
Logistics Agreement (RELOS) and India-Russia relations are correct?

1.RELOS is an agreement between India and Russia aimed at facilitating 
logistical support and access to each other's military facilities.

2.The agreement allows for the sharing of military bases and facilities for 
refueling, supplies, and maintenance.

3.RELOS strengthens the defense cooperation between India and Russia and 
is part of a broader strategy to enhance military interoperability and 
strategic partnership.

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3



Odisha Extended Hockey Sponsorship



• Recently, the Odisha government decided to extend its hockey 
sponsorship until 2036, which marks the centenary of Odisha's 
formation as a state in 1936.

• The Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd (OMC), initially committed to 
sponsoring Hockey India from 2018 to 2023, later extended to 2033.

• Now, the Odisha government has added three more years to this 
commitment, stretching it until 2036.



This new end date aligns with the 2036 Olympic games year.

OMC is a wholly owned government corporation in Odisha that was 
established in 1956.

Odisha Chief Minister inaugurated Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium, one of the 
largest hockey stadiums in Rourkela on 5th January 2023.

On 29th August, India observes National Sports Day to commemorate the birth 
anniversary of hockey legend Major Dhyan Chand.





• Which of the following statements are correct regarding Odisha's extended 
hockey sponsorship?

1.Odisha has extended its sponsorship for the Indian national hockey teams, 
both men's and women's, for a period of 10 years.

2.The state of Odisha has been a significant supporter of Indian hockey, 
hosting major international hockey events and providing financial 
assistance.

3.Odisha's sponsorship is aimed at promoting and developing hockey at the 
grassroots level across the country.

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3



Dr. Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee



• The Prime Minister paid tributes to Dr. Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee on his martyrdom day.

• About

• He was a great patriot, educationist, parliamentarian, 
statesman, humanitarian and above all, a campaigner for 
national unity and integrity.

• In 1934, Syama Prasad became the youngest Vice-Chancellor 
of Calcutta University, which gave him the opportunity to put his 
aims and ideals regarding education of his people in practice.



• He was the founder of Bharatiya Jana Sangh (The Bharatiya
Janata Party -BJP is the successor of BJS).

• He had supported the Congress in 1946 elections because he 
was assured by Sardar Patel that the Congress would never 
accept partition.



• He became the finance minister 
of the Province of Bengal and 
was subsequently elected the 
national president of the All 
India Hindu Mahasabha, the 
Mahabodhi Society and the 
Royal Asiatic Society and he 
was also a member of the 
Constituent Assembly.



• Which of the following statements about Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee are 
correct?

1.Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was the founder of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, 
the predecessor to the Bharatiya Janata Dal (BJD).

2.He served as the Minister for Industry and Supply in Jawaharlal Nehru's 
cabinet.

3.Dr. Mookerjee was a strong advocate for the integration of Jammu and 
Kashmir into India and opposed the special status granted to the region 
under Article 370.

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3



Mirage 2000



• India is discussing the purchase of 12 
used Mirage-2000 fighters aircraft 
from Qatar, enhancing combat 
strength amidst retiring MiG fighters.

• About Mirage 2000

• It is a fourth-generation, multirole 
fighter aircraft, and has played a 
significant role in the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) for several decades.

•



• It was originally designed by 
the French company Dassault 
Aviation.

• India acquired around 51 Mirage 
2000s in different batches, 
forming three squadrons based 
at the Gwalior Air Force 
station.

•



• Versatility: The Mirage 2000 is a versatile platform capable of 
air-to-air combat, ground attack, reconnaissance, and nuclear 
strike missions.

• Precision Strikes: During the Kargil conflict, Mirage 2000s 
successfully hit enemy camps at high altitudes using laser-
guided bombs.



• It played a crucial role in the 2019 
Balakot airstrikes, demonstrating 
its combat effectiveness.

• Upgrades: The ongoing 
upgrade program aims to 
enhance their capabilities, 
ensuring their relevance till 
2035.

•



• Consider the following statements about the Dassault Mirage 2000:

1.The Mirage 2000 is a multirole, single-engine fourth-generation jet fighter 
manufactured by the French company Dassault Aviation.

2.The Indian Air Force (IAF) has used Mirage 2000 aircraft in several 
significant military operations, including the Kargil War.

3.The Mirage 2000 is equipped with a fly-by-wire control system and can 
carry a wide variety of weapons, including air-to-air and air-to-ground 
missiles.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3



Kerala’s gender-
neutral school 
textbooks



• Kerala’s government is promoting gender neutrality by revamping 
school textbooks to depict men and other family members 
participating in domestic chores, breaking traditional gender 
stereotypes.

• This initiative aims to foster inclusivity among children from an early 
age. New instructional materials, featuring fathers engaged in kitchen 
activities traditionally associated with women



• The initiative to revamp school textbooks and promote 
gender-neutral education depicts several ethical values:

1.Equality: Promotes gender equality by challenging traditional 
roles and stereotypes.

2.Inclusivity: Encourages an inclusive outlook by representing 
diverse family dynamics.

3.Shared Responsibility: Highlights the importance of shared 
household responsibilities.



Respect: Fosters respect for all genders 
by depicting men and women as equal 
contributors.

Empowerment: Empowers children to 
question and reshape societal norms.

Fairness: Advocates for fair treatment 
and opportunities for all genders in 
both public and private spheres.





e-SAKSHI Mobile Application



• The Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI) organized a two-day training 
workshop for the revised fund flow 
procedure under the MPLAD 
Scheme using the e-SAKSHI Portal.

•



What is the e-SAKSHI Portal?

eSAKSHI portal is an end-to-end 
solution for efficient and 
transparent implementation of 
the MPLAD scheme.



About MPLAD:

Type: Central Sector Scheme

Ministry: Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation

Allocation: Rs. 5 crore per MP for developmental works to 
create durable community assets based on local needs.

Funds: Non-lapsable, carried forward to the next year.

Allocation Targets: At least 15% for Scheduled Caste areas 
and 7.5% for Scheduled Tribe areas.



• Which of the following statements regarding the e-SAKSHI Mobile 
Application are correct?

1.The e-SAKSHI website only  Application is designed to facilitate digital 
documentation and evidence collection in cases of sexual harassment and 
abuse.

2.The application aims to empower men by providing them with a platform 
to report incidents of harassment directly to authorities.

3.e-SAKSHI is part of the Indian government's initiative to enhance women's 
safety and security through technology.

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 3











Thank you 
guys.


