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Stalin on Monday ssid the
Eovemment would mave 2
resclistion in the Assembly
wrging the Centre to conduct

NEET paper leak case: 2 teachers
among 4 booked in Maharashtra

While one teacher was arrested. another is
students with the third accused Kongalwar. linked to the money trail, who forwarded them to fourth accused Gangadhar

S| it Baner;
PUNE

four persons,
cluding two zilla parishad
teachers, in connection
with the National Eligibili-
ty-cum-Entrance Test-Un-

NEET-UG)

with
the general census. » PAGE 2

CID gets custody
of JD(S) MLC in
sexual abuse case

BENGALURU
Jansta Dal (Secular] MLC Sursj
Revanna, who has been
arrested in 2 sexual abuse

Criminal investigation
Department (CD) for eight
days till July 1. PAGE 3
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Umrakhan Pathan, arrest-

ed on Sunday, was pro-

duced before a'local court
which remand-

e him in potice l:u:(ody

tained by the police and is
belng questioned, sl n-
formed

Teams
formed o mab mb the umd -
cused, Ir: fwar,

sy

Burning izsue: NSUI activists during 3 protest against the alieged
irregularities in NEET-UG in New Delhi. SHASHI SHEKNAR SASHYAP.

m Nanded
ing Institute In-

Authorities suspect the
l'wn accused teachers of

ng relayed hall ticket
d.eu.ﬂs of students to Mr.

var — an important
Hinkin he money wrall ~
Who then forwarded them

to the fourth accy Gan-
gadhar in Delhi, who is
named in the FIR filed by

ce: they allegedly shared hall ticket details of some

exams, 3 source 33id. 3 PAGE 5

school In Latur district.
Both ran prlvale coaching
classes In and have
been accused of selling ex-

against the accused at the
Shivajinagar police sation

Pathan is a teacher in

©
students for money.
es  revealed
that Mr. Pathan had not

arvest, zilla par-

had detained g
hav and Mr. Pathan on Sa-
turday and let them off af-
ter of

questioning.
Sources sald the ATS
team

b

Will seek consensus
in Parliament, says
PM as LS convenes

of Mr. Jadhav and Mr. Path-
an after the duo reportedly
exchanged suspicious mes-
sages through their What-
SAPp chas pertaiuing 13

tickets. besides
Smcial eransaciions e
their phones.

A Special Investigation
Team has been set up un-
der Latur city sub-division-
al police officer
Funde to investigate the

. said officials.

Prime Mvster
media on the first day of Parkisment session. SUSHE KUMAR VERMA

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
on Monday, the first
chy ‘of the 18th Lok Sa
struck an note,
stating that his governm:
oAl smrtve o drtea'a
s both inside and
Sacside the H
He sald that the people
of India wanted a_“good
and

Kin of 11 Indians
stuck in Russia
take fight to Delhi

NEW DELII
Famdy members of 11 Indians.

sparked by
exploding lithium batteries.

swept a
manufacturing factory near

Come rain or shine

Splash of colour: A tay vender walking on the Kazhikode beach in Kerats with an overcast sky in the backdrop on Manday. Kk RAGESH

Kerala House

passes motion
to rename the
State Keralam’

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Monday, passed a resolu-
uon propoalng

~ Opposi-
tion based on “substance

gress, ntioned
that on Tuesday, the coun-
try would be entering the
50th anniversary of the
year of the imposition of

change in the First Sche-
dule. This resolution mis-
rors an attempt from last
year, which was sent back
by the Centre due to pro-
cedural issues.

gress t. =1t will

be our that we

chmge (e Tt O the. | Aever e sch daye Sgsin®

Mr. Modi said.

tion, moved ‘Opposition MPs, mean-

inarayi | while, ed in front of

Vijayan, called for invoking Gandhi’ 2
Article 3 of the - 0 Pren

to effectuate this | Sthal’, hol coples of

pototment of the pro tem
1 to the issues in the
exams, the Opposi-

tion and the Treasury are
in combat mode from the
BeEEn of the seadion.

- Modi responded by
signailing what he under.
stood by the mandate of

want to assure people of
the country that we will
work three times more in

ing ceremony for the new-

Sovernment would afways
strive to_“tal

Zlong and bulld consensus
0 serve the country and
fulfil people’s aspirations”.
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Mamata says Bengal must be involved
in any talks on sharing of Teesta water

Shiv Sahay Siny

KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister

Now. they are rying

o ggive Teesta w

communication
to the Prime Minister, Ms.
Banerjee underlined that
people of West Bengal
thate a very close lzhﬂcn~

Kuki-Zo hold rallies in Manipur, seek
UT. for commumty to end ethnic strife

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELMI

The Kuki-Zo tribal bodies

rum in Churachandpur

. il be Eraphically, cuirurally and ling for the Centre to Monday, with Janghou-
protests all over West Bengal and economically. meet ir nd  to lum Haokip of the KIM zay-
across the co 3 carve out a Union Territory ing. “It was a
MAMATA BANERJEE “No compromise’ for the community, to end Teflecting the sentiments

West Bengal hias cooper-. | the origoing eshinic conflcr of the people for a swift so-
ated with in the State. They reiterat- lution to their political de-
Several issues I the past,” | ed that a Union. Terrllory Protesters take cut a rally in Marpurs C y  mand. ere
which should not be com-  they are kings. If they do  she said. But she said she | with a a solution violenee o g
promised at any cost not listen to us and tak noc compromise on | vided under Ardele 2394 in Churachandpur, BjP
erving 1o the recent  any wnilateral decision,  an lasue which had “severe | of the Consttution, was  Amir Shah through discrict  porting Kuld miliants™.  MLA  Paofiental | Haokip
visit of Bangladesh Prime  there will be protestsallov.  implications and people of | the solution to the crisss. administrations, seeking  They held posters withslo-  spoke to the crowd of prot-
Minister Shefkh Hasina to  er West Bengal and across ~ West Bengal will be the protest rallies  that their demand for a  gans such as “No separate  esters, saying that KukiZo
New Delhi, where issues the .~ Ms. Banerjee  worst sufferers.” held in the hill districts of  political | solution  be 3 MLAs had sought a meet-
relaring to the Ganga and  said at an The Con- The conflict between with Mr. Modi a year
Teesta rivers might have meeting. gress chal that pd. Chandel, Pbenlwl Jari- the valleybased Meitel ago, but were yet to be
been discussed, the Chief The sharing of Teesta the Farakka Treaty (1996) - community and the hills-  grant . ~So
Minister said such “unilat-  waters between India and  of sharing Ganga water had | ny spealners Tenbod that el women ven:  based Sohoduled Tabe K. ow, 1 Priee Misister
eral deliberations without h was to be river morph Prime Minister n . also known ki-Zo people has been un-  rend wants a solu-
consultation and opi-  ked in 2011 under the Unit-  in the eastern part of India | Modi should visit Manipur  or ‘mothers’, of the Imphal  der way since May 3, 2023.  tion to this crisis, let
nion of the State govern- sstve Alliance I a shover many | and show his intent to  Valley, along with other ci-  Over 220 people have been  come to Lamka (Chura-
ment are neither accepta-  government led by former  years, which had deprived | solve the crisis in the women's groups, killed and tens of thou- chandpur),” he said.
bie nor desirable~ Prime Minister w and negatively The KukiZo bodies alsoc  held marchesin the capital  sands inte displaced.
interest of people in West Now. theyareurying to _SinghbutMs. Banerjechad  Impacted the water avalla- | submitted a memorandum  clry the same day, urging On Monday, the Indige-  ALTER THE STATUS QUO
Bengal s ount, give Teesta waters. object the ent.  bilky in the State. to Union Home AMinister the Centre to nous Tribal Leaders' Fo-  »PAGES
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Kerala House

passes motion
to rename the
State Keralam’

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Assembly, in a
unanimous decision on
Monday, passed a resolu-
tion proposing a Constitu-
tional amendment to
change the name of the
State to ‘Keralam’.

The resolution, moved
by Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, called for invoking
Article 3 of the Constitu-
tion to effectuate this
change in the First Sche-
dule. This resolution mir-
rors an attempt from last
year, which was sent back
by the Centre due to pro-
cedural issues.

KERALAM

Kerala Assembly wants to rename the state as Keralam,
the Malayalam word for the state

THE KERALA Assembly on Monday unan-
imously passed a resolution urging the
Centre to rename the state as “Keralam”
in the Constitution. This is the second
time in the past year that such a resolu-
tion has been passed.

Resolution

Theresolution, moved by Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, states: “The
name of our state in Malayalam is
Keralam... However, the name of our state
in the first Schedule of the Constitution
has been written as Kerala. This Assembly
is unanimously requesting the Union
Government to take immediate steps un-
der Article 3 of the Constitution to change
the name of the state to Keralam.”

A similar resolution was passed on
August 9 last year. Vijayan said that it
needed reintroduction due to some tech-
nical issues.

The previous resolution sought
amendments to the First Schedule of the
Constitution (list of various states). It also
meant to seek an amendment to the
Eighth Schedule (list of official lan-
guages). But on further examination, it
was realised that the wording did notin-
clude the latter demand. Hence, the res-
olution was modified and reintroduced,
Vijayan told the Assembly.

Etymology

There are several theories regarding
the etymological roots of Kerala/Keralam.
The earliest mention of the word can be
found in Emperor Ashoka’s Rock Edict I,
dated to 257 BCE. The edict reads:
“Everywhere in the dominions of King
Priyadarsin, Beloved of the gods, [how
Ashokawasaddressed as| as well as those
of his frontier sovereigns, such as the

Ahouse boat

in Alappuzha,
Kerala.

Wikimedia Commons

Chodas [Cholas], Pandyas, Satiyaputra,
Ketalaputra [Keralaputra]..." (translated
by epigraphist D R Bhandarkar).

Keralaputra, literally “son of Kerala”
in Sanskrit, refers to the dynasty of the
Cheras, rulers of one of the three main
kingdoms of southern India at the time.
German linguist Dr Herman Gundert
noted that the word ‘keram’ is Canarese
(or Kannada) for ‘cheram’, which is used
to refer to the coastal land between
Gokarna (in Karnataka) and
Kanyakumari (Tamil Nadu, India’s south-
erntip). The origin of the term could pos-
sibly be from ‘cher’, which means to join
in Old Tamil.

Statehood

The demand for a united Malayalam-
speaking state first gathered momen-
tumin the 1920s, and aimed to integrate
the princely states of Travancore and
Cochin, and the Malabar district of the
Madras Presidency.

After Independence, on July 1, 1949
the two Malayalam-speaking princely
states were integrated to form the state
of Travancore-Cochin. The state of Kerala
was finally created after the State
Reorganisation Commission’s recom-
mendation creating states on linguistic-
bases. The Commission under Syed Fazl
Ali recommended the inclusion of the
district of Malabar and the taluk of
Kasargod to the Malayalam-speaking
people’s state. It also recommended the
exclusion of the four Southern taluks of
Travancore, viz Tovala, Agastheeswaram,
Kalkulam and Vilayankode together with
some parts of Shenkottai (all these taluks
now part of Tamil Nadu).

The state of Keralacame into being on
November 1, 1956.



Resolution Passed:

The Kerala Assembly unanimously passed a resolution to

rename the state as "Keralam" in the Constitution.

This is the second time such a resolution has been
passed; the first was on August 9 last year.




Reason for Renaming:

The resolution was moved by Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

The name "Kerala" in the First Schedule of the Constitution does not reflect the
Malayalam name "Keralam".

The Assembly urged the Union Government to amend Article 3 of the
Constitution to change the state's name.




Historical and Etymological Background:

The name "Keralam" means "son of Kerala" in Sanskrit and is linked to the
Chera dynasty.

References to Kerala can be found in Emperor Ashoka's Rock Edict of 257 BCE.

The term "Kerala" has historical ties to various ancient South Indian kingdom:s.




1.Statehood and Integration:
1. Demand for a united Malayalam-speaking state started in the 1920s.

2. The state of Kerala was formed on November 1, 1956, following the State
Reorganisation Commission's recommendation, integrating Travancore, Cochin, and
Malabar districts.



* Consider the following statements regarding the recent resolution passed by the Kerala
Assembly to rename the state:

1.The Kerala Assembly has unanimously passed a resolution to rename the state as
"Keralam" in the Constitution for the second time.

2.The term "Keralam" has historical significance and is linked to the Chera dynasty.

3.The formation of the state of Kerala took place on November 1, 1949, following the State
Reorganisation Commission's recommendation.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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SC denies Haryana’s

plea against quashing
of additional marks

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court

High Court had held
as unconstitutional

Quite unusual for HC to reserve
order affecting personal liberty: SC

Top court does not intervene to lift Dethi HC order pa

release of Kejriwal on bail and posts hearing for t

vz ED

asks court to wait for HC to give verdict. adding that trial court saw this as high-profile case: CM says he is not a flight risk

the

3 5 "
and Harvans court State ernment
order quashing the Harya-
na government's policy of
itional marks  else has al marks
o its residents in recrudt.  but only because (0N
ent - Erac, ks goes up.
Ter: They are populist a-
cernment’s policy a “po-  sures. do you defend
pulise re”. a Vaca- such an action
tion Bench of Justice getting five marks extra?"
s and Justice Rajesh Justifying the policy. At-
Bindal refused to interfere torney-General R. Venkata-
with the High Court order, ramani said g
which had held as uncon-  ment the grace
the ‘o-  marks policy to give =
nomic criteria prescribed  tunities to tl ‘who were
by th. . govern-
ment lic
marks to certain classes of Mr. Venkataramani also
carbites i Staemgvern: | oliied o tlae High Cnmira
ment jobs. -ection of reconducting
“After Perusing the im-  writeen tests, and said the
we find
ahso)ule)y eyl i e e place
t. The after the written test stage

impugned judgmens
special leave petitions are

gets 60 marks, somebody

High Court's May 31 order.

NEW DELHI

he Supreme

diately 2o lift 2 Delhi

T pausing the re-
Tease of ChISE Mimister
vind Kejriwal on

ce an order. it
would be like prejudging
sue.~ Justice Manoj

the is:
Misra. heading a Vacation
5 obse

“But cannot 1 be
frec? The eoial couee juds-

very next day after the trial
granted bail to Mr.
Kejriwal bail. said the High
Court was scheduled to
s on

What will we
pass an order
on now? How do we

know what the High Court
has on its mind?~ jJustice

HC to pass verdict today

NEW DELHI

the
bail granted to CM Arvind

Opposition to
wait for govt’s
Speaker
candidate

dese_for the Lok Sabha
before

Taling a call on putting up
candidate for the

The ED election.
urgent plea before the The Speaker's election
High Court the or
trial court’s bail order. . but the office e
not

seen

unprecedented to pause a
bail order on the very first
ey

june 25 The High Court

Addi
Solicitor-General S.V. Raju,
for the ED. urged the top
court to wait for the High
Court verdict.

pronounce
its Judgmem. e poaed the
case for Jun:

What will we pass an
order on now? How do we

Misra asked. the
Bench conce: it was
quite for a High

Court to reserve orders in a
case affecting personal li-

berty. ~Orders are not re-
served like this. It ks a bit

emarked.
Singhvi wondered
why the Court

have suffe:
This is a question of perso-
nal liberty,” he argued.

had to be so “deferential”
to the High Court and wait
for it to pass an order when
the

Senior advocate Vikram

Chaudhari, also for Mr. Kej-
riwal, said the “balance of
conv

Judictal discretion to grant
on June 20.

him bail on
The trial judge had
heard both sides in detail.

The judgment records the
submisstons of the lawyers
and reasons for grant of
bail. There are more than

e i T pae past.

— Erounds for ball in the
trial court jus
“There is 2 judicial pro-
him

ra
interim bail on May 10
Mr. Chaudhari said.
ntering, Mr. Mehta
said the trial judge had

ance it is ocial.
ly informed the
N cholce. r

could be arrived at. As
Opposi

gets the Deputy Speaker’s

as past convention
has been to offer the post
o the Oppaosition.

IB chief,. NHRC
Secretary
General get
extension

NEW DELHL

The Appointments Com-

Bharat Lal. a retired In-
dian Forest Service officer
from the Gujarat cadre, re-

Title to a home

Sei Lankan Tamils display documents related to house at
given the fadlities in Gudalur as part of the Chief Minister's housing sCheme. M. SATHYAMOCHTIY

India, Pak. delegations reach
J&K to inspect power progjects
under Indus Water Treaty

the
Viater Treaty W), off
dns sasd.

40 people
reached Jamma on &
evening and flew to Kisht-
this morning for in-
spection of various under-

The

Power projects under the Indus Water

sets out a mechanism for
and

tons of India, Pakistan arrive to inspect hydroelectric

Treaty (WT). &1
gdelegation visited che Na-
tional

ton the
two sides on the use of wa-
ters of a number of cross-
border rivers.

chanism of the 1960 treaty.
ndia  and Pakistan
slgned the IWT aﬁer ke

of negotiari,
The World Bank being a sig
natory of the pact which

Pakis-
tan delegation inspected
Lowe:

Kalnal hydry

projects under the provi-
stons of the IWT ror the Last
time in January 20!
immediately after land-
ing at an Army camp. the

Srinagar’s “World
Craft City’ tag will
promote global links

SRINAGAR
nagar e the

Wotiy Crat ¢ City tag fr

the World Crafts Council

in Central Asia and @ 3
“The Council is the
modern-day means and

medium to put the focus
on places that have been
engaged

India, Philippines rediscovering each
other, BrahMos a game changer: envoy

game
ich provides

(WOC), a
organisation working to
empower artisans and sa-
feguard craft heritage glo-
bally. Saleem Beg, head of
the Indian

in r_reanley and
for

There are 14 Iranian cities

of Srinagar, will lead to
The

are 14 franian citles listed
as craft cities by the Coun-

cil and, the honour for Sri-  earned
nagar, will lead to know- WCC-World  Cr sty.
ledge exchange.” he m rs of the
is likely o re- open Council's _ sub-commirtee
r of craft

for Kashmir's artisans to
achieve a new trajectory.”
AMr. Beg told The Hi
e avecutive board of

nday.
“It {the deal] is a great
milestone for both coun-
tries. BrahMos is a game

changer for the Philippines
in that it confers credible

Nnkxges Mth craft centres

ou:
Centres earlier this year.

and Pmt cap-
abilities_ For India, the sk-
nificance ts I is the firsec
overseas the
BrahMos and it is an affir-
mation of India’s rising

12 Jan:

Copabilities and of ks own
indigenous d

ence ndus-

2022, the Philippines concluded a $375-million deal with
india for the BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles. ST

the export customer
for the joln( venture mis-

sile between India and
Russia_ The first batch of
was this

Defence is one the most
visible areas seeing a =

lippines a $375-
million deal with India for
three batteries of shore-
based ant-ship variant of

and
despre;\d fmtereas on: B
th,
Elaborating. he sald

the
cruise missiles, becoming

oted.
the

.
Pinfed by a MoU on de-

fence cooperation signed
in 2006 and this was rein-
forced in 2017 by a MoU
between the Defence Mi-
nistries on industry and lo-
gistics cooperation.

New dim
This-opensd 3 mew -

BJP to mark 50th
anniversary of
Emergency in Delhi

NEW DELML

The BIP on Monday sald
that it would launch a na-
tionwide programme on
June 25 to mark the SOcth

o Tocame s opened
up equipmen:t transfers
and purchases that we are
envoy

Said. This MoU is further

termed the “Congress par-
- and

Say Court
Eranted a conditional stay
to an Allal High Court
verdict declaring her elec-
tion to the Lok Sabha null
and void.
The BJP programme is

for the

A starement by the BJP" s
media cell head Anil Balun
said party president J.p,
Nadda would address
the

over

in New Delhi

of the armed forces,” Mr.
Tgnacio. asld. - The Dhik

on the theme ~Dark days of
democracy™.

“To expose the Con-
gresss  authoritarianism
ol fom clipegaied five cha min
tion’s B

rendv in Pha

sation termed Horlnn-s.
he said.

programme - e said.
n june 25, l975 former

as
concluded Lok Sabha elec-
tion saw a major theme
with regard to the Consti-
tution and perceived fears
that the BJP. If granted a

th,
ha. holding aloft copies of
the Constitution.
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India, Pak. delegations reach
J&K to inspect power projects
under Indus Water Treaty

Press Trust of India
JAMMU

Delegations from India and
Pakistan on Monday flew
to Kishtwar district of Jam-
mu and Kashmir with neu-
tral experts and began in-
spection of two power
projects under the Indus
Water Treaty (IWT), offi-
cials said.

Nearly 40 people
reached Jammu on Sunday
evening and flew to Kisht-
war this morning for in-
spection of various under-
construction power pro-
jects in the Chenab valley
region, the officials said.

This is the first visit by a
Pakistani delegation to
Jammu and Kashmir in
more than five years under
the dispute settlement me-
chanism of the 1960 treaty.

India and Pakistan
signed the IWT after nine
years of negotiations, with
the World Bank being a sig-
natory of the pact which

The delegations of India, Pakistan arrive to inspect hydroelectric
power projects under the Indus Water Treaty (IWT). PTI

sets out a mechanism for
cooperation and informa-
tion exchange between the
two sides on the use of wa-
ters of a number of cross-
border rivers.

A three-member Pakis-
tan delegation inspected
the Pakal Dul and Lower
Kalnai hydroelectric power
projects under the provi-
sions of the IWT for the last
time in January 2019.

Immediately after land-
ing at an Army camp, the

delegation visited the Na-
tional Hydroelectric Power
Corporation (NHPC) head-
quarters, the officials said,
adding that they left for the
85-MW Ratle hydroelectric
power project site at Drab-
shalla for dam inspection.
They will also visit the
1,000-MW Pakal Dul hy-
droelectric project on the
Marusudar, a tributary of
the Chenab, and other
power projects in Kisht-
war, the officials said.




! The Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) e

B The distribution of waters of the B Was signed on Sept 19, 1960, B Partition of India cut across the
Indus and its tributaries between between India, Pakistan and a rep- Indus river basin, which has the
India and Pakistan is governed by resentative of World Bank after Indus river, plus five of its main
__ the Indus Water Treaty (IWT). eight years of negotiations. tributaries.
Western rivers bl Easternrivers

Chenab, Jhelum, Indus

India’s rights over these rivers:
Limited — can set up certain irriga-
tion, run-of-the-river power plants,
very limited storage, domestic and
non-consumptive use, all subject
to conditions

Sutlej, Beas, Ravi |

India’s rights over

these rivers: All
¥> Kishenganga/Neelum exclusive rights |
’ . lie with India. ¢

Indus

\\ -
Indus Waters COmmissi;hglpcess story

®(Once every five years, conducts a gener}i inspection of

o

all rivers in parts. Total inspection tiws so far: Over 100

® Regularly meets once a year. Total meetings thus far, /
including those for taking up Pak ? jections: Over 100 ’j

MAF NOT 1O SCALL
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1960 Indus Water Treaty (IWT) Water allocation from six-rivers
India has full use of all water from of Indus basm under IWT

three eastern rivers, but must allow India

unretstrrrl]c:gd flo;/v (F)’f v‘z'attern from 33 million

western rivers to Pakista acre-feet
(MAF)*

Western rivers Eastern rivers
Pakistan control India control 5
Pakistan
J 80%
R 135 MAF CHINA

PAKISTAN-
ADMINISTERED "
KASHMIR .~ Siachen
",,_lGlacier < i
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INDIAN- 7
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e KASHMIR vz
g 60 miles Islamabad
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India considering “technlcal ways” to stop
flow of water at Klshenganga Dam (1)
and Ratle Dam (2) ﬂj ;f




Srinagar’s ‘World
Craft City’ tag will
promote global links

Peerzada Ashi
SRINAGAR

Srinagar has earned the
World Craft City tag from
the World Crafts Council
(WCC), a non-government
organisation working to
empower artisans and sa-
feguard craft heritage glo-
bally. Saleem Beg, head of
the Indian National Trust
for Art and Cultural Herit-
age-Kashmir (INTACH-K),
described the honour as
the “latest recognition of
the skill base of Kashmir”.
“This will provide a
boost to Kashmir’s tradi-
tional linkages with Cen-
tral Asia and Iran. There
are 14 Iranian cities listed
as craft cities by the Coun-
cil and, the honour for Sri-
nagar, will lead to know-
ledge exchange,” he said.
This is likely to re-open
Kashmir’s centuries-old
linkages with craft centres

in Central Asia and Iran.
“The Council is the
modern-day means and
medium to put the focus
on places that have been
engaged in creativity and
aesthetics for centuries.
There are 14 Iranian cities
listed as craft cities by the
Council and, the inclusion
of Srinagar, will lead to
knowledge exchange. The
last century saw Kashmir’s
traditional routes slowly
closing down, the WCC has
provided a new highway
for Kashmir’s artisans to
achieve a new trajectory,”
Mr. Beg told The Hindu.
The executive board of
the WCC, in a formal com-
munication to officials,
said that Srinagar city has
earned the designation of
WCC-World Craft City,
from members of the
Council’s sub-committee
after a detailed tour of craft
centres earlier this year.
T




Recognition:

Srinagar has earned the "World Craft City" tag from the World Crafts Council

(WCC), a non-government organization promoting artisans and safeguarding
craft heritage globally.

Saleem Beg, head of INTACH-K (Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage-Kashmir), described the honor as a recognition of Kashmir's skill base.




* Implications:

* The tag will boost Kashmir's traditional linkages with Central Asia and
lran.

* There are 14 Iranian cities listed as craft cities by the WCC.

* This honor is expected to facilitate knowledge exchange and reopen
Kashmir's traditional routes that were closed down over the last
century.



e Support for Artisans:

 The WCC has provided a new pathway for Kashmiri artisans to achieve new growth and
development in their crafts.

* The executive board of the WCC acknowledged Srinagar's designation as a "World Craft
City" after a detailed tour of craft centers in the area.



1.Future Prospects:

1. The inclusion of Srinagar in the list of craft cities is seen as a medium to focus on
places engaged in creativity and aesthetics for centuries.

2. This recognition is likely to promote global links and interactions for the artisans of
Kashmir.

3. As of now, at least 10 different forms of craftsmanship survive in Srinagar

and its suburbs, including papier-méache, walnut wood carving, carpets, Sozni
embroidery and Pashmina and Kani shawils.



Consider the following statements regarding Srinagar's
recent recognition as a "World Craft City":

.Srinagar has been designated as a "World Craft City" by
the World Crafts Council (WCC), a non-government
organization.

. The recognition will boost Kashmir's traditional linkages
with Central Asia and Iran, and facilitate knowledge
exchange.

. This is the first time any Indian city has been listed as a
craft city by the WCC.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

a) 1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c)1and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Indian Army constructs 150-ft
suspension bridge in 48 hours
As heavy rain continues to kash parts of Sikkim
and certain areas remain cut off, the s\gineers of
the Army have successfully construc

150-foot s, ndg\ein nnrﬂu.kldmwera
flowing river in bess than 48 hours. The bridge

being given final touches by the personnel over a
fast-Howing river.

Indian mission pays tribute to
Kanishka bombing victims
Terming the freguent acts glorifying mll.ltam:).'
can

for political gains. The Indian High Commission
in Ortawa tes in Tor
Vancouver org | services on

High Commission in Ottawa said that terrorism
knows ~no borders, nationality, or race

Kin of 11 Indians stuck in
Russia take fight to Delhi

Those recruited by the Russian Army forced to work in 12-hour shifis with barely one meal a day:

authorities appear 1o have blocked WhatsApp, other communication methods, say relatives

EW DELHL

amily memiers of 11
F inaians crck in the
warzone on the Rus-
sia-Ukraine border arrived
in Mew Delhi on Monday
seeking remrn of the re-
cruits. Some w
ter they were not allowed
to enter Parliament or

Jammu & Kashmir. As the

new Lok Sabha convened

on Monday, the relatives

cted their grievances
ard.

younge
Sahil, 21, went io Russia in
February after he was pro-
mised the job of a security

Mr. Sahil was hit by a gre-
nade and s injured.

“They are forcing him to
work as 2 night guard and
i daytime, he lies in

[ —————E———— recnted by the Hussian Army,
are kroren o Rave been kified in the war, 4

them,” he said.
Ar least four Indians re-
cruited by the Russian Ar-

sian authorities are yet to
hand ower the bodles of
wo Indians who were mis-
sing for months and whose
deaths were confirmed on
June 1t by the External A
fairs Ministry.

The relatives said the

shl.ﬁs with balel)' one meal
dav. They said earlier
they could video-call thetr

relatives on WhatsApp, but
‘Russian authort

«constable with the Karna-
taka Police. said his son
Syed llyas Hussaini had

‘was physically and mental-
broken.

made 25,000 a month.
et 1o Fussta after being

tured by a YouTube chan-
He was

cnl.tens'hlp
rtghu in six months,
Al sal

brother Sufiyan
e Pt sl

tunnels. The fraquency of
calls has dropped
they blocked Wha‘l!.\pp.

ssaging

g

Syed as he waited outside
ataka Bhavan in Delhi
mest Congress presi-

Gent Mallflarjun

india has taken a stern

The
nistry said on juns
the matter had been taken
up with the Kremiin and
with the Russian Ambassa-
dor in New Delhi directly,
calling For the “early re-
lease and return” of all In-
dians in the Russian Army.

Maternity leave for
parents of child born
through surrogacy

MEW DELE

The Centre has notified
xmended rules w sloe
worme: mment -
Ployees 1o take 180 days of
maternity m case
they have ehiidrn through
surrogcy.

The government has al-
so allowed the “commis-

days, read
made in the Central Civil
Services (Leave s,

The surrogate
muother, if she is

a government

e beryese, will also
ot maternity leave
for IR0 days

vant with less than two sur-
wviving children may be
Eranted pacernity leave of

55 days within the period of

from the date of

Siltvery of the child= The
mew rules

The commissioning
mu(her with less than tweo

urviving children may be
Eranted child care leave,
Teads the Central Cvil Ser-
wvices  {Leawve) {Aamend
ment) Rules, 2024, nn‘ﬂﬁed
on June I8

Existing rules allow “a

v vern-
ment employees in case a
child was born through
surr

DEacy.
“In case of a child begot-
ten through surrogacy, the
commissioning father who
is a male government ser-

am
period of 730 days during
entire service.

e “surrogate mather~

shall mean wioman
who bears the child on be-
half of the commissioning
mothes.

“commissioning
fasher would mean the in-
tending father of the child
born through surrogacy,
the Personnel Ministry
clarified in the amended
Tule

Visas not first priority for India in

FTA with UK.:

LONDON

A request for more visas
for Indian cizens, often

described In the Britsh
press as one of the central
i,

\iliram Daraiswarmi

been negodaing a trade
agreement a0z,
with the l4th :ruu.nd co
pleted before the Indian
elections kicked off in April
this year india has been
seeking greater ease of
movemens  for  highly
skIIJed pxufes_dnnals (su(ll
the

“Visas are not the Arst
priority for us in an FTA"
Mr. Doralswami said. He
was speaking ar the first
session of the ndia Global
Forum on Monday in Lon,
don. an anmsal

et thak brings together
indian and British policy
makers, industrialists and
omEm is organised by Ma-
Ladwa, a corporare la-
T Hrned-OvErnment

Ilea][hcare Flelds] 0 come
o the LLK. to deliver ser-
wvices. It has also sought a
reduction in tariffs on a

ha
o the Indian services sec-

affairs adviser and close as-
sociate of Prime Minister  tor and a cut in duties on
Narendra various goods, including

Mol
India and the UK. have  whiskey and cars.

we seeking 1o
be tmentially Teking ot
the FTA as a means to
bring people in the UK.
Mr. Doraiswami sasd. India
was looking for a reasona-
ble level of movement of
natural persons to deliver
services in the territory of
the trade partner (the LK.
in this case) under Mode 4
of GATS {General Agree-
ment on Trade in Servic-

movement of employees
acrass s

ng student visas,
Mr. Doralswami said it was
up to the British electorare

nalk’s Conservative govern-

High Commissioner

ment on the prounds that
wis were  be

the visas ing
abn as a to migra-
rion to the

“We're mot asking ne-
cessarily thar you must
make this [post-study vi
Saa] a critieal part of the

said

students would judge the
attractiveness of the U.K.
as an educartional destina-
won  relative o for i
stance, the LS., Canada or
Australia where they had
runities to work after

their degree.
Wi mentioning
China. he said that for n-
dia it was (lltk:al that the
rules ] d free-
dom of naw e ob-
Served i the tde. Cacific

Chief priest complains of water
seepage in Ayodhya Ram Temple

MEW DELHI

A complaint of warer seep-
age has been raised by the

the lack of a drainage sys-
tem in the sancrum sancho-
rwm, making the rimual
bathing of the deity a diffi-
culk tas!

Th

chief priest, Ma

hant Satyendra Das, told
The Hindu

that when

and with pacity of all
states to contribute to the
_ This

th,
was also an area of bm
fance o the UK. and other
Eurapean countries. The
two countries could wark

together on this

temple construction com-
mittee and they hawe as-
sured us that the seepage

The recent rain in Ayedhys has been lesding 1o seepage of water

it the

problem will be fixed in a

ere s no drainage
available inside the sane.

non sanctorum  due

which it has become difi-
cult to bathe the deity in
milk  and  water. The

prieses are spending a lot

Rarm tempse, priests say. REUTERS.

of time cleaning the
sanctum. This happened
because the remple con-
struction cor never
mng\llled the priesis on
o t] should be
baxile " I|.e

The committee should
have visited some temples
and spoken to priests, he

ed.

‘Commenting on the is-
sues ralsed by Mz Das, Nri-
pendra Misea, chairman of

committee who was in
Ayndhya on Monday, said

that he had seen raimwater

n
completion  of

this apening will
covered. | also

He said all the mandaps
had a measured slope for
wlearance of water and the
water in the sancium sanc-
sarem al
absorbed.

“There is no design or

wconstruction  issue.  The
mandaps w are open

£et rafmwater, 3 mat-
ter which t
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Symbol of the formless One

Loed Siva, who is formless, took the form n(uu.;-s o ena-

bile us to worship Him. The linga is ar

becanse

T e b, Tk v Camnse Rally compEChend the s e

ing of this sy
Sivalingas are seen in

ny shapes. There are lingas
ucumber and th

man; pe
shaped like an umbrella, 2 hen's ege, 2 ©
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K. P Nallasivam in a discourse.

There are svayarbhu lingas, that Is self-manifested Hri-
gas, like the ane i the Ayyarappan temple in Thinmalya-

™ rhe linga in Nallur changes colour five times a day. In

this context, it is worth recalling

the words of Mankckava-

gar, who refers to Siva as the One with five colours.
There is an Interesting story behind the linga in the Thi-

ruldandrapur temple.

re was a woman devotee of Lord Siva, who wor-
shippe-d a linga every day. Her husband was opposed to

evotion and flung the linga into the well. So she ap-
shed. Such stakes

once a
Karruthars,
n

shagee of a cow's hoof. The dent can suill be seen on the Shv-
alinga.




Maternity leave for
parents of child born
through surrogacy

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Centre has notified
amended rules to allow
women government em-
ployees to take 180 days of
maternity leave in case
they have children through
surrogacy.

The government has al-
so allowed the “commis-
sioning mother” (the in-
tending mother of the
child born through surro-
gacy) childcare leave and
the “commissioning fath-
er” paternity leave of 15
days, read the changes
made in the Central Civil
Services (Leave) Rules,
1972.

“In case of surrogacy,
the surrogate, as well as
the commissioning mother
with less than two surviv-
ing children, may be grant-
ed maternity leave of 180
days, in case either or both
of them are government
servants,” read the amend-
ed rules notified by the Un-
ion Personnel Ministry.

Till now, there were no
rules to grant maternity
leaves to women govern-
ment employees in case a
child was born through
surrogacy.

“In case of a child begot-
ten through surrogacy, the
commissioning father who
is a male government ser-

The surrogate
mother, if she is
a_government
employee, will also
get maternity leave
for 180 days

vant with less than two sur-
viving children may be
granted paternity leave of
15 days within the period of
6 months from the date of
delivery of the child,” the
new rules say.

The commissioning
mother with less than two
surviving children may be
granted child care leave,
reads the Central Civil Ser-
vices (Leave) (Amend-
ment) Rules, 2024, notified
on June 18.

Existing rules allow “a
female government ser-
vant and single male go-
vernment servant” child
care leave for a maximum
period of 730 days during
entire service.

The “surrogate mother”
shall mean the woman
who bears the child on be-
half of the commissioning
mother.

And  “commissioning
father” would mean the in-
tending father of the child
born through surrogacy,
the Personnel Ministry
clarified in the amended
rules.



* New Rules Notification:

* The Centre has notified amended rules allowing women government employees to take
180 days of maternity leave for children born through surrogacy.

* The surrogate mother, if she is a government employee, is also eligible for 180 days of
maternity leave.



Commissioning Parents' Leave:

The "commissioning mother" (the intending
mother of the child born through surrogacy)
is granted 180 days of maternity leave if she
has less than two surviving children.

The "commissioning father" (the intending
father of the child born through surrogacy) is
allowed 15 days of paternity leave within six
months from the child's birth.



e Child Care Leave:

* The commissioning mother with less than
two surviving children may also be granted
child care leave as per the Central Civil
Services (Leave) (Amendment) Rules,
2024,




Clarification of Terms:

The surrogate mother is defined as the
woman who bears the child on behalf
of the commissioning mother.

The commissioning father is defined as
the intending father of the child born
through surrogacy.




 Existing Rules:

* Existing rules permit a female government servant
and a single male government servant to take child
care leave for a maximum period of 730 days
during their entire service.



Making It Easy For Mothers

The Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act,
2017 amends the Maternity Benefit Act,

1961 to provide the following

26 weeks
maternity leave for
the first two children

leave for children
beyond the first two

The Act makes it mandatory for
employers in establishment
with 30 women or 50
employees, whichever is less,
to provide creche facilities
either in office or in any place
within 500-meters.

Working mothers will be
permitted to make four visits

12 weeks leave
for mothers
adopting a child
below the age of
12 weeks maternity | three months

2
4

during working hours to the
creche

The employer may permit a
woman to work from home if it
1s possible to do so

Every establishment will
have to make these benefits
available from the time of
appointment



* Consider the following statements regarding the new
rules for maternity leave for parents of a child born
through surrogacy:

1.Women government employees can take 180 days of
maternity leave if they have children through surrogacy.

2.The surrogate mother, if a government employee, is not
eligible for any maternity leave.

3.The commissioning father can take 15 days of paternity
leave within six months from the child's birth.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2,and 3
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leak ociginated from. has ki The  designated by the National

Freddian Express that a digital lock  Testing Agency. called the NTA

06 WO boxes containing ques-  about what to do. he was told.
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What is Enemy Agents Ordinance, tough law applicable in J&K?

APURVAVISHWANATH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 24

JAMMU AND Kashmir Director General of
Police (DGP) R R Swain on Sunday said those
found assisting militants in J&K should be
tried by investigating agencies under the
Enemy Agents Ordinance, 2005. The law is
more stringent than the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA)and has the punish-
ment of either alife term or adeath sentence.

“The fighters can’t be brought under the
realm of investigation, they should be shot
dead. Those who support them, if we are
talking of investigation there, I've said
somewhere that they will be treated as en-

emy agents,” DGP Swain said.

Whatis the Enemy Agents Ordinance?

The J&K Enemy Agents Ordinance was
first issued in 1917 by the then Dogra
Mabharaja of J&K. It is referred to as an ‘ordi-
nance’ since laws made during the Dogra rule
were called ordinances.

According to the ordinance, “whosoever
isan enemy agent or,with anintent to aid the
enemy, conspires with any other person toany
act which is designed or likely to give assis-
tance to the enemy or to impede the military
or air operations of Indian forces or toendan-
ger life or is guilty of incendiarism shall be
punishable with death or rigorous imprison-
ment for life or with rigorous imprisonment

for a term which may extend to 10 years and
shall also be liable to fine”.

After Partition in 1947, the ordinance was
incorporated as a law in the erstwhile state
and was also amended.

[n 2019, when Article 370 of
the Constitution was repealed,
J&K’s legal framework also un-
derwent several changes. The
Jammu and  Kashmir

with the Indian Penal Code. Other laws in-

cluding The Scheduled Tribes and Other

Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of

Forest Rights) Act, 2006 or Forest Act, and

The Scheduled Caste and the Scheduled
Tribes  (Prevention  of
Atrocities) Act, 1989 were ex-
tended to J&K as well.

LAW

How are trials conducted

Reorganisation Act was passed,
which listed out state laws that were to con-
tinue while several others were repealed and
replaced with Indian laws.

While the security laws such as Enemy
Agents Ordinance and Public Safety Act re-
mained; the Ranbir Penal Code was replaced

under the ordinance?

The trial under the Enemy Agents
Ordinance is conducted by a special judge
who is appointed by the “government in
consultation with the High Court”. Under
the ordinance, the accused cannot engage a
lawyer to defend herself unless permitted

by the court.

“In any proceedings before the Special
Judge and in proceeding before a Judge re-
viewing under section 9 the proceedings of a
Special Judge when the Special Judge or the
reviewing Judge grants permissionin this be-
half, a person accused of an offence triable un-
der this Ordinance may be defended by a
pleader,” according to the ordinance.

There is no provision for appeal against
the verdict, and the decision of the special
judge canonly be reviewed “by a person cho-
sen by the Government from the judges of
the High Court and the decision of that person
shall be final".

The ordinance also bars any disclosure or
publication of the case tried under it. “Any

person who, without the previous authorisa-
tion of the Government, discloses or publishes
any information withrespect to any proceed-
ings or with respects toany person proceeded
against under this Ordinance, shall be punish-
able with imprisonment for a term which may
extend totwo years, or with fine, orwith both,”
according to the ordinance.

Has anyone been tried under this
ordinance?

There are scores of Kashmiris who are or
have been tried and sentenced under the
Enemy Agents Ordinance. Jammu Kashmir
Liberation Front founder Magbool Bhat, who
was hanged in Tihar Jail in 1984, was charged
under the ordinance.




Enemy Agents Ordinance Overview:

The J&K Enemy Agents Ordinance was first
issued in 1947 by the Dogra Maharaja of J&K.

It became a law in the erstwhile state and was
amended post-partition in 1947.

The ordinance is stringent, more so than the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA),
1967.



Provisions of the Ordinance:

The ordinance targets those assisting militants in
J&K, imposing either life imprisonment or the death
penalty.

It defines an enemy agent and outlines severe
punishments for espionage, aiding the enemy, and
acts of incendiary nature.

The accused cannot engage a lawyer unless
permitted by the court.




* Legal Framework Changes:

* Post the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019,
J&K’s legal framework saw changes.

* The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act
replaced some state laws with Indian laws
while retaining the Enemy Agents Ordinance
and Public Safety Act.

* The Ranbir Penal Code was replaced with
the Indian Penal Code.




* Trial and Appeal Process:

* Trials under the ordinance are conducted by a
special judge appointed by the government in
consultation with the High Court.

* There is no provision for appeal against the verdict;
however, the decision can be reviewed by a person
chosen by the Government



* Confidentiality and Penalties:

* The ordinance prohibits
disclosing or publishing
information about proceedings
without government
authorization.

* Violating this can result in
imprisonment up to two years,
fine, or both.




1.Historical Context:

1. The ordinance has been used to try and
sentence many Kashmiris, including Magbool
Bhat, a JKLF founder who was hanged in 1984.



* Consider the following statements regarding the J&K
Enemy Agents Ordinance:

1.The J&K Enemy Agents Ordinance was first issued in
1917 and became a law in the erstwhile state post-
partition in 1947.

2.The ordinance provides for either life imprisonment or
the death penalty for those assisting militants in J&K.

3.After the abrogation of Article 370, the Ranbir Penal
Code was replaced with the Indian Penal Code, but the
Enemy Agents Ordinance remained in effect.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2,and 3
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Recently, the India-Russia mutual logistics
agreement named the Reciprocal Exchange
of Logistics Agreement (RELOS) is now
ready for finalisation.

It will facilitate military cooperation
between India and Russia,

including joint exercises, training, and
disaster relief efforts.




What is Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement (RELOS)?

The Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement (RELOS) between India and Russia is a significant
administrative arrangement that will enhance military cooperation between the two nations.

This agreement is designed to streamline military logistics support, making joint operations
and long-distance missions more efficient and cost-effective for both India and Russia.




* Sustained Operations:

* It will facilitate the replenishment of essential
supplies (fuel, rations, spare parts) thus
enabling continuvous, uninterrupted military
presence in crucial regions.

* It will provide berthing facilities for
troops, warships, and aircraft.

* It will be applicable during hoth
wartime and peacetime missions.




* Strategic Advantages:
 Expanded Military Reach:

* Balancing Quad Agreements:
* Scientific Interconnections:




* What are India's Logistics Agreements with Various Countries?

* India and USA: General Security of Military Information Agreement
(GSOMIA): It was signed in 2002, to facilitate sharing military
intelligence between India and the USA.

e Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), 2016:
Allows mutual use of military logistics facilities.



Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement
(BECA), 2020: Provides India access to U.S.

geospatial intelligence data.

Communications Compatibility and Security
Agreement (COMCASA), 2018: Enables the transfer
of encrypted communication equipment.




* India and France:
* Facilitates logistical support during joint exercises, port visits, and humanitarian
efforts

* Promotes stability in the Pacific and Indian Ocean regions.
* Enables maritime intelligence sharing.



India and Australia:

e Comprehensive Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA),
2020.

e Emphasises shared vision for Indo-Pacific maritime cooperation.

India and Japan:

e Allows Close Coordination of Services (ACSA), 2020 and supplies
between armed



* Bilateral Trade:

* Bilateral trade has been substantial, with India's total
reaching approximately USD 13 bhillion in 2021-22.

* Russia ranks as India’s seventh largest trading partner, a significant rise
from its position in previous years.



The military hardware purchased/leased by India from Russia includes:

S-400 Triumf

Kamov Ka-226 200 to be made in India under the Make in India initiative

T-90S Bhishma

INS Vikramaditya aircraft carrier program

AK-203 Rifles



* Which of the following statements regarding the Reciprocal Exchange of
Logistics Agreement (RELOS) and India-Russia relations are correct?

1.RELOS is an agreement between India and Russia aimed at facilitating
logistical support and access to each other's military facilities.

2.The agreement allows for the sharing of military bases and facilities for
refueling, supplies, and maintenance.

3.RELOS strengthens the defense cooperation between India and Russia and
is part of a broader strategy to enhance military interoperability and
strategic partnership.

*a)land?2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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* Recently, the Odisha government decided to extend its hockey
sponsorship until 2036, which marks the centenary of Odisha's
formation as a state in 1936.

* The Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd (OMC), initially committed to
sponsoring Hockey India from 2018 to 2023, later extended to 2033.

* Now, the Odisha government has added three more years to this
commitment, stretching it until 2036.



This new end date aligns with the 2036 Olympic games year.

OMC is a wholly owned government corporation in Odisha that was
established in 1956.

Odisha Chief Minister inaugurated Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium, one of the
largest hockey stadiums in Rourkela on 5t January 2023.

On 29t August, India observes National Sports Day to commemorate the birth
anniversary of hockey legend Major Dhyan Chand.




Y INDIA’S MEN’'S &
HOCKEY MEDAL
WINS AT THE |
OLYMPICS

Olympics Medal

Year

GCames wWon
Amsterdam 1928 | Gold

Los Angeles 1932 Gold
Berlin 1936 | . Gold

London | 1948 | Gold
Helsinki 1952 Gold
Melbourne | 1956 | Gold
Rome | 1960 | Silver
Tokyo 1964 Gold
Mexico City - 1968 | Bronze
Munich ' 1972 | Bronze

Moscow

Tokyo 2020 | Bronze




* Which of the following statements are correct regarding Odisha's extended
hockey sponsorship?

1.0disha has extended its sponsorship for the Indian national hockey teams,
both men's and women's, for a period of 10 years.

2.The state of Odisha has been a significant supporter of Indian hockey,
hosting major international hockey events and providing financial
assistance.

3.0disha's sponsorship is aimed at promoting and developing hockey at the
grassroots level across the country.

*a)land?2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee



* The Prime Minister paid tributes to Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee on his martyrdom day.

 About

 He was a great patriot, educationist, parliamentarian,
statesman, humanitarian and above all, a campaigner for
national unity and integrity.

* In 1934, Syama Prasad became the youngest Vice-Chancellor
of Calcutta University, which gave him the opportunity to put his
aims and ideals regarding education of his people in practice.



* He was the founder of Bharatiya Jana Sangh (The Bharatiya
Janata Party -BJP Is the successor of BJS).

 He had supported the Congress in 1946 elections because he
was assured by Sardar Patel that the Congress would never
accept partition.



 He became the finance minister
of the Province of Bengal and
was subsequently elected the
national president of the All
India Hindu Mahasabha, the
Mahabodhi Society and the
Royal Asiatic Society and he
was also a member of the
Constituent Assembly.




* Which of the following statements about Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee are
correct?

1.Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was the founder of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh,
the predecessor to the Bharatiya Janata Dal (BJD).

2.He served as the Minister for Industry and Supply in Jawaharlal Nehru's
cabinet.

3.Dr. Mookerjee was a strong advocate for the integration of Jammu and
Kashmir into India and opposed the special status granted to the region
under Article 370.

*a)land?2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



Mirage 2000



* India is discussing the purchase of 12
used Mirage-2000 fighters aircraft
from Qatar, enhancing combat
strength amidst retiring MiG fighters.

« About Mirage 2000

* Itis a fourth-generation, multirole
fighter aircraft, and has played a
significant role in the Indian Air Force

(IAF) for several decades. I |



* [t was originally designed by
the French company Dassault
Aviation. O
* India acquired around 51 Mirage

2000s In different batches,
forming three squadrons based
at the Gwalior Air Force

station. |



» Versatility: The Mirage 2000 is a versatile platform capable of
air-to-air combat, ground attack, reconnaissance, and nuclear
strike missions.

* Precision Strikes: During the Kargil conflict, Mirage 2000s
successfully hit enemy camps at high altitudes using laser-
guided bombs.



|t played a crucial role in the 2019
Balakot airstrikes, demonstrating
Its combat effectiveness.

 Upgrades: The ongoing
upgrade program aims to
enhance their capabilities,
ensuring their relevance till

b .



e Consider the following statements about the Dassault Mirage 2000:

1.The Mirage 2000 is a multirole, single-engine fourth-generation jet fighter
manufactured by the French company Dassault Aviation.

2.The Indian Air Force (IAF) has used Mirage 2000 aircraft in several
significant military operations, including the Kargil War.

3.The Mirage 2000 is equipped with a fly-by-wire control system and can
carry a wide variety of weapons, including air-to-air and air-to-ground
missiles.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

*a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



Kerala’s gender-
neutral school
textbooks




» Kerala’s government is promoting gender neutrality by revamping
school textbooks to depict men and other family members
participating in domestic chores, breaking traditional gender
stereotypes.

* This initiative aims to foster inclusivity among children from an early
age. New instructional materials, featuring fathers engaged in kitchen
activities traditionally associated with women



 The initiative to revamp school textbooks and promote
gender-neutral education depicts several ethical values:

1.Equality: Promotes gender equality by challenging traditional
roles and stereotypes.

2.Inclusivity: Encourages an inclusive outlook by representing
diverse family dynamics.

3.Shared Responsibility: Highlights the importance of shared
household responsibilities.




Respect: Fosters respect for all genders
by depicting men and women as equal
contributors.

Empowerment: Empowers children to

guestion and reshape societal norms.

Fairness: Advocates for fair treatment
and opportunities for all genders in
both public and private spheres.




Sasha’s Favourite Snack

Father was busy in the kitchen.

“Sasha, your favourite snack is ready.” He said.

“Amma, shall | take some of it to school?” Sasha asked.
“Sure dear, go and get ready.” Mother said.

She went to the washroom, humming a tune.

“Sasha, aren’t you ready yet?" It was Naveen, her friend.
He was waiting at the gate.

“Just five minutes!” Sasha hurried up.







* The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) organized a two-day training
workshop for the revised fund flow
procedure under the MPLAD
Scheme using the e-SAKSHI Portal.




What is the e-SAKSHI Portal?

eSAKSHI portal is an end-to-end
solution for efficient and
transparent implementation of
the MPLAD scheme.




About MPLAD:

Type: Central Sector Scheme

Ministry: Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation

Allocation: Rs. 5 crore per MP for developmental works to
create durable community assets based on local needs.

Funds: Non-lapsable, carried forward to the next year.

Allocation Targets: At least 15% for Scheduled Caste areas
and 7.5% for Scheduled Tribe areas.




* Which of the following statements regarding the e-SAKSHI Mobile
Application are correct?

1.The e-SAKSHI website only Application is designed to facilitate digital
documentation and evidence collection in cases of sexual harassment and
abuse.

2.The application aims to empower men by providing them with a platform
to report incidents of harassment directly to authorities.

3.e-SAKSHI is part of the Indian government's initiative to enhance women's
safety and security through technology.

*a)land?2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)3
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