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• Inauguration:

• South India's first and the country's largest leopard safari was 
inaugurated at Bannerghatta Biological Park by Karnataka 
Environment Minister Eshwar Khandre.



Safari Details:

The safari spans an area of 20 hectares, demarcated and 
fenced as per Central Zoo Authority guidelines.

Eight leopards have been released in the safari's open 
forest area.



Leopard Population:

Bannerghatta is home to a good population of free-
ranging leopards (Panthera pardus).

The safari aims to educate visitors on leopards and 
address human-animal conflicts.



Infrastructure and Costs:

The facility was created at a cost of ₹4.5 crore.

The safari area features undulating terrain with natural rocky outcrops and 
semi-deciduous forest.

The area is enclosed with a vertical chain-link mesh, 4.5 meters high, with MS 
sheets placed at a 30-degree inclined angle of 1.5 meters.



• Additional Initiatives:

• Four acres within the safari area are separated with a solar fence for 
acclimatization of animals.

• The park plans to introduce new naturalistic enclosures for emus and 
rheas at ₹50 lakh, a hunting cheetah enclosure at ₹1.5 crore, and 
enclosures for hamadryas and olive baboons and Indian grey wolves 
at ₹1.5 crore each.

• Other developments include a renovated elephant weaning center, a 
childcare room, a butterfly park, a children's play area, and skywalks 
for connectivity.



Visitor Experience:

Minister Khandre named a male elephant calf "Swaraj" 
and released six hamadryas baboons for public display.

Electric buggies and zoo installations were also 
inaugurated.



• Consider the following statements regarding the Bannerghatta Biological Park's leopard 
safari:

1.The leopard safari at Bannerghatta Biological Park is the largest in India and the first in 
South India.

2.The safari area spans 50 hectares and is home to a good population of free-ranging lions.

3.The safari was inaugurated by the Karnataka Environment Minister and features 
enclosures for leopards and other animals, created at a cost of ₹4.5 crore.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3







• Health Impact of Coal Mining:

• Prolonged exposure to pollutants from coal mining has led to 
widespread respiratory and skin diseases among mine workers and 
inhabitants in six major coal-extraction districts in India.

• A survey of 1,200 households by the National Foundation for India 
highlights these health issues.



• Affected Districts:

• The districts include Korba and Raigarh (Chhattisgarh), Dhanbad and 
Ramgarh (Jharkhand), and Angul and Jajpur (Odisha).

• Common health issues reported are chronic bronchitis, asthma, 
eczema, dermatitis, and fungal infections.



• Economic Impact on Health:

• Households in these districts spend 
₹300 to ₹1,000 monthly on medical 
bills.

• The average annual hospitalization 
expenses in Dhanbad are the 
highest at ₹28,461 per household.



Social and Economic Disparities:

People living closer to the mines, especially in Dhanbad and 
Ramgarh, are more vulnerable to lung and skin infections.

The study also investigated how a "just transition" from coal 
dependency could be managed to mitigate economic impacts



Shift from Coal:

The world's shift away from coal is expected to cause job 
losses and economic downturns in coal-dependent regions.

Social and economic disparities were noted across districts 
with varying income levels and irregular wage patterns.



Renewable Energy Commitment:

India aims to source nearly 500 GW of electricity from renewable 
energy by 2030, almost half of its projected capacity.

Currently, nearly half of India’s installed power generation 
capacity, about 205 GW, comes from coal-powered plants



1.Renewable Energy Growth:
1. For the first time, renewable energy accounted for 71.5% of the 13.6 GW 

power generation capacity added in India in the January-March quarter.

2. Coal's share, including lignite, dropped below 50% for the first time since the 
1960s.



• Consider the following statements regarding the impact of coal 
mining and the shift towards renewable energy in India:

1. Prolonged exposure to coal mining pollutants has resulted in 
widespread respiratory and skin diseases among mine workers and 
inhabitants in six major coal-extraction districts in India.

2. The districts of Dhanbad and Korba have reported the highest 
average annual hospitalization expenses related to coal mining health 
issues.

3. India aims to source nearly 500 GW of electricity from renewable 
energy by 2030, which is almost half of its projected installed 
capacity.

4. For the first time, coal’s share in the total power capacity dropped 
below 50% in the January-March quarter, while renewable energy 
accounted for 71.5% of the new power generation capacity added.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1, 3, and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3, and 4







• Growth in Rooftop Solar (RTS) Capacity:

• India’s installed RTS capacity increased by 2.99 GW in 2023-2024, 
reaching a total of 11.87 GW as of March 31, 2024.

• The highest growth in a year, driven by financial incentives, 
technological advances, and awareness.



RTS Programme:

Launched in January 2010 under the Jawaharlal Nehru National Solar Mission 
with a target of 20 GW of solar energy by 2022.

In 2015, the target was revised to 100 GW, including a 40-GW RTS component 
by 2022.

By December 2022, India had installed an RTS capacity of 7.5 GW, with the 
deadline extended for the 40-GW target to 2026.



• State Performance:

• Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Rajasthan are leading with significant RTS 
capacities.

• Gujarat has an installed RTS capacity of 3,456 MW, Maharashtra 2,072 
MW, and Rajasthan 1,154 MW.

• Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka also have performed well with 
capacities of 675, 599, and 594 MW, respectively.

• Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Jharkhand lag behind in exploring their RTS 
potential.



Government Initiatives:

The ‘Pradhan Mantri Surya Ghar Mukh Bijli Yojana’ aims to fit one crore 
households with RTS systems, providing up to 300 units of free electricity 
annually.

Financial allocation of ₹75,021 crore, including assistance for consumers 
(₹65,700 crore) and incentives for distribution companies (₹4,950 crore).



Challenges and Solutions:

Bureaucratic hurdles, inadequate infrastructure, and lack of awareness are 
major challenges.

Solutions include creating awareness, ensuring economic viability, promoting 
R&D in solar technology, and improving net-metering regulations.

Government subsidies and low-cost financing options are essential for 
encouraging adoption.



• Consider the following statements regarding India's rooftop solar (RTS) capacity and related 
initiatives:

1. India’s installed RTS capacity reached 11.87 GW by March 31, 2024, with an increase of 2.99 GW 
in the year 2023-2024.

2. Gujarat has the highest installed RTS capacity in India, with 3,456 MW, followed by Maharashtra 
and Rajasthan.

3. The ‘Pradhan Mantri Surya Ghar Mukh Bijli Yojana’ aims to provide up to 300 units of free 
electricity annually to one crore households with RTS systems.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3







Carbon Tax on Livestock:

Denmark will tax livestock farmers for greenhouse gas 
emissions from cows, sheep, and pigs starting in 2030.

The aim is to reduce Danish greenhouse gas emissions by 
70% from 1990 levels by 2030.



Tax Details:

From 2030, Danish livestock farmers will be taxed 300 
kroner ($43) per ton of CO2 equivalent.

The tax will increase to 750 kroner ($108) by 2035.



• Methane Emissions:

• Livestock accounts for about 32% of human-caused methane 
emissions.

• Methane is significantly more potent than CO2, trapping heat about 
87 times more over a 20-year timescale.



• Government's Goal:

• Denmark aims to become climate neutral by 2045.

• The move is part of broader efforts to restructure the food industry 
and reduce climate change impacts.



Global Context:

Denmark is the first country to introduce a real CO2 tax 
on agriculture.

New Zealand had passed similar legislation to take effect 
in 2025 but removed it after protests from farmers.



Economic Impact:

The tax aims to provide financial incentives for reducing 
methane emissions and transitioning to sustainable practices.

Denmark is a major dairy and pork exporter, and the tax also 
covers pigs, though cows produce more emissions.



1.Legislation Approval:
1. The tax is to be approved by the Danish parliament and is expected to pass 

after consensus.

2. As of June 30, 2022, Denmark had 1,484,377 cows, a slight increase from the 
previous year.



• Consider the following statements regarding Denmark's carbon tax on livestock:

1.Denmark will tax livestock farmers for greenhouse gas emissions from cows, sheep, and 
pigs starting in 2025.

2.The goal is to reduce Danish greenhouse gas emissions by 70% from 1990 levels by 2030.

3.Methane, which is emitted by livestock, is significantly more potent than CO2 in trapping 
heat over a 20-year timescale.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3





• Award and Recognition:

• Mumbai-born writer Sanjana Thakur, 26, won the Commonwealth 
Short Story Prize for her story "Aishwarya Rai."

• She received a cash prize of £5,000.

• Thakur is the third Indian to win this prize, which was launched in 
2012.



Previous Indian Winners:

Parashar Kulkarni won in 2016 for his story "Cow and 
Company."

Kritika Pandey won in 2020 for "The Great Indian Tee and 
Snakes."



Thakur's Background:

Currently pursuing a Master of Fine Arts degree in fiction at the University of 
Texas in Austin.

Grew up in Mumbai, later moved to Dubai for high school and Boston for 
undergraduate studies.

Her writing draws from non-Western storytelling traditions and Hindu 
mythology.



Details of the Winning Story:

"Aishwarya Rai" is about a woman evaluating mothers 
from a local shelter to find a suitable new mother.

The story explores themes of motherhood, body image, 
beauty standards, and urban life in Mumbai.



Inspiration and Writing Style:

Thakur's experiences in Mumbai and her current life in Austin 
influence her writing.

The story employs brutal irony, sarcasm, cynicism, and wry 
humor, highlighting the complexities of modern urban existence.



• Consider the following statements regarding Sanjana Thakur and the 
Commonwealth Short Story Prize:

1.Sanjana Thakur is the third Indian to win the Commonwealth Short Story Prize.

2.Thakur's winning story, "Aishwarya Rai," deals with themes of motherhood, body 
image, and urban life in Delhi.

3.The Commonwealth Short Story Prize was first awarded in 2002.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3





• Tata Group's Achievement:

• Tata Group has been named India's most valuable brand for the 15th 
consecutive year.

• Its brand value stands at $28.6 billion, showing a 9% growth over 
2023.

• This is the first time an Indian brand has come close to the $30-billion 
benchmark.



• The top 10 most valuable Indian brands in 
2024 are:

• Tata Group - $28.6 billion

• Infosys - $14.2 billion

• HDFC Group - $10.4 billion

• LIC Group - $10.1 billion

• RIL - $8.4 billion

• SBI Group - $8.2 billion

• Airtel - $7.7 billion

• HCLTech - $7.6 billion

• L&T - $7.2 billion

• Mahindra - $6.6 billion



• Factors Contributing to Brand Value:

• Brand value is influenced by marketing investment, brand familiarity, 
loyalty, staff satisfaction, corporate reputation, and revenue forecasts.

• Tata Group's brand prominence has been driven by IPL sponsorships, 
aeronautical branding, and a strong retail presence.



• Sector Performance:

• The telecom sector achieved a 
61% growth in brand value, 
followed by the banking sector 
with a 26% growth.

• Banking brands like Indian Bank, 
IndusInd Bank, and Union Bank 
showed impressive growth.



Individual Brand Highlights:

Mahindra leads the Indian auto brand landscape with a brand value of $3.4 
billion.

L&T tops the engineering table with a brand value of $5.2 billion.

Amul is the leading Indian food and drinks brand with an 11% increase in brand 
value to $3.3 billion.



Fastest-Growing Brands:

Westside topped the list of fastest-growing brands in 
India with a 122% brand value growth.

Motherson and Sonata Software also showed significant 
growth.



• Consider the following statements regarding Tata Group and the most valuable Indian 
brands in 2024:

1.Tata Group has been named India's most valuable brand for the 15th consecutive year 
with a brand value of $28.6 billion.

2.Infosys is the second most valuable Indian brand with a brand value of $14.2 billion.

3.The telecom sector achieved the highest growth in brand value among all sectors, 
followed by the automotive sector.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3





• Recently, the Department of Animal 
Husbandry & Dairying (DAHD) hosted a 
workshop for the upcoming 21st Livestock 
Census scheduled for September to 
December 2024. 

• This aimed to equip State and Union 
Territory officers with the necessary tools, 
including a mobile app and software, for 
efficient data collection during the census. 

• Officials were trained on data collation 
strategies and familiarized with various 
registered breeds of livestock.



• A livestock census has been conducted across the country every 5 
years since 1919.

• As per the 20th Census conducted in 2019, total Livestock population in 
India is 535.78 million.

• The total Bovine population (Cattle, Buffalo, Mithun and Yak) was 302.79 
Million.



• For development of livestocks, the 
National Livestock Mission (NLM) 
scheme launched in the 2014-15 
consists of 3 sub-missions as Breed 
Development of Livestock & 
Poultry, Feed & Fodder 
Development and Innovation & 
Extension.



K-shaped recovery



• According to a report by Hong 
Kong and Shanghai Banking 
Corporation (HSBC), India’s 
inflation trajectory is 
following a K-shape recovery, 
hurting the consumers more 
living in rural areas.



• ‘K-shaped recovery’ refers to a situation where some sectors 
of the economy revive after a slowdown or recession while 
others don’t.

• A K-shaped recovery leads to changes in the structure of the 
economy or the broader society as economic outcomes and 
relations are fundamentally changed before and after the 
recession.



A K-shaped recovery is possible 
due to the creative destruction 

of old industries due to the 
development of new industries 

and technologies during the 
recession.

Government strategies 
like monetary and fiscal 

policies used to combat the 
recession can lead to a K-

shaped recovery.





Javelin Anti-tank Missiles



• India and the US have recently 
discussed co-producing 
American Javelin anti-tank 
missiles to fulfill Indian military 
requirements.



• The Javelin is a premier, single-
man-portable, medium-range 
missile system that operates on 
a “fire-and-forget” principle.

• This feature allows the missile to 
automatically guide itself to the 
target after launch, enabling the 
operator to seek cover and avoid 
counter-attacks.

•













Thank you 
guys.


