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Life is not a problem to be
solved, but a reality to be
experienced.

SOREN KIERKEGAARD

GRACIOUSQUOTES.COM
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Five Naxals killed
in in

Stampede at prayer meet in U.P. Kills 116

led

man Narayvan Sakar Hari in Hathras: over 1 lakh people participated,

though permission was granted for less than half that number; Cl‘uef Minister Yogi Adityanath forms committee to investigate cause of the incident

NEW DELHI

t least 116 people
were killed and ov-
er 200

also wanted to collect
some soil from around his

People were

1y those who febykdns

get help. aml

Sas available on the
e godman and

mediately after the stam-

(prayer meeting, tted pede
~Manav Mangal Milan
self- sty'!ed ~uow can allow such

organised by
Narayan

i at Fulras vmqge in !he Sl-

Cl h police station li-

mics. said
MARAVANPUR police failed to control the  mar,
Five Naxalites were killed i an | crowd went into a

they
big event to happen
risems s o 1o pite

fog a0 Stkandenrats Sub-.
wvisional

ut on an anti-Naxal operation,
2 police official said. » PAGE &

Ravel
dra Kumar, the devotees

redness for any untoward
asked Sumit Ku-

ewitness. He
inistration

for the poor arrangements.

At a community health
care centre in Hathras, pe-
started  protesting
when no doctor was availa-
ble to attend to the injured.

g — S
Tragic lozss A child mourns the death of relatives who attended the event in Fulrs: viliage, 3t 3 hospitat
in Siandra Rao of Hathras district. =T

Ashish Kumar, District
Hathras, said

pe:
was granted by the Sub-di-
and

formed a committee to in-
vestigate the cause.

rest of the arrangements
were supposed to be done

by the organisers. Initial in-
vestigation revealed

reached the event.
Inspector-General  of
Police, Aligarh Range, Sha-

]abh m:.m.u said 116 bod:es

Nepal's largest
parties strike
deal to oust
Prime Minster

Press Trust of India

Said, adding that a First 5
formation Report was
Ing registered againse the
organise:

o rush out

scheduled to hold a similar
sarsang in Agra from july 4
whose permission was de-
nied by the authorities af-
ter Tuesday's incident.

RELATED REPORTS
»PAGES 2 &4

Nepal's two largest parties

presiden: sr.« hadur

e
Party oanepal Gnified Mar-
xlee - Lenfular. (CONATML)
chafrman K.P. Sharma O
outlines ministerial dlv')-
provincial 1
Toles and a ot -
prime ministerial pasition.
The NC, the largest par-
v 275-member
"ouse of aep«esenuus-es.

Gaza sTRIP
i=racli forces cacried out deadly
strikes on Tuesday on southemn
Gaza after issuing an

MaNILA

Through the ghats

: Warkaris carry the
P Pty July 17 to celebeate Ashadi gt e

through

ghat nesr Pune on Tuesday. The procession will

Restore speech in full, Rahul tells Birla;
says expunction is against democracy

NEW DELHI

Hours after portions of his

maiden speech as the
Leader of the on
in the Sabha were ex-

. Rahul Gandhi

on .
tion went “agal
tenets of parliamentary

Demanding that his re-
marks be restored to the
official records of the Lok
Sabha, Gandhi sai,

self, this selective expunc-
tion defies logic. 1 request
that the remarks expunged
from the proceedings be
restored.” he said.
cae
i

speech on Mon-
day. the Congress leader

e o areeel
agai

t the BIP, Guestion
inE the Hindu credentials
of its leaders and accusing
the party of dividing peo-

ple.
The Speaker removed I3
parts of Mr. Gandhi's

Comcerned leader: Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhs made 3 scathing attack on the BJ2 on Monday. £

BB G0 i S
Mr. Gandhi argued that
while the Chair derived its
power to expunge certain
remarks from the proceed-
ings of the House, the stip-

ation pertai;
such words as the nature of
ich have

Procedure and Conduct of

ner in whi erable
por of my speech
have simply taken off

bit of Rule 380. Whart 1
sought to convey in the
round reals

ty
and the factual position.

e
@) of the C fin-

in Rule 380 of the Rules of

dia” Mr. Gandhi said.

PM silent as
Manipur faces
‘civil war-like’
crisis, says MP

anipur,
At by emmc violen.oe
for the past one

In 2 Speech in the Lok
Sabha on Monday night,
the Inner Manipur MP said
there fs a civil war-Hike sk-

ur, “yet our
Prime  Minisor ~ has ve.
mained mute. not even a

Droupadi
address to Parliamen

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE S

Modi says mandate is for
continuity, terms Congress
a ‘parasite’ on its allies

NEW DELMI

In his first parliamentary
address since taking oath
as Prime Minister for the
third time, Narendra Modi
said on Tu that the

almost two-and-a-}
ch

lainched s bllstaring at-
tack on the Congress,
terming it a ~parasite par-
ty~ that only ach its
99-seat tally by leaning on
its a.llle

Without directly naming
Rahul Gandhi, the Leader
of the Opposition in the

% Sabha. the Prime Mi-

ha election,
pointed directly at
Gandhi while saying. ~You
can't do it

The Prime Minister used

camp.
uymg to end reservations
being *. -

el e cing  the Bt
Prime Minister Jawaharial
Nehru's remarks on the
subject of reservaion and

: Narendra Modi speaks during the Motion of Thanks

ct
on the President’s Address in the Lok

chief architect of the
e pent a slgnificant

amount of tme hol
forth on post-2014 India,
praising the BJP govern:
“self-

Sebha on Tuesday. o1

rected his auack on the
which he said

oedmg defeat, lhey are be-
are

model of

ernen:

ensure t the re-
sults,” Mr.

the Prime Minister
rose to speak, the -

gans on the situation in Ma-
oipeie. demanded
that Modi visit the
s(rll‘e-rldd.en State,

that not

there mince sthumie viatonce
broke out on May 3. 2023.
Lok S:

r Om B
las encreaties and repri-

m. did not have any

impact on the Opposition,

who kept sloganeering
peech._

the
o BRCambediar the

u'ylng o Bl 2 nasrative
have beaten us,”

also spoke at
“reservation~

palgn.

gdancing today holding the
Const

e e A We had o
break the wall of Article
370 to extend it to J&X.” he
sasd.

Before concluding his
address, he finally broke
his silenice on the recent
“paper leaks” and the
NEET controversy. Mr. Mo-
@l _said that the govern-
ment was

youngsters would not be
Spared.

OPPOSITION HITS BACK
»PAGE S



LIST OF 10 MAJOR STAMPEDES AT TEMPLES, RELIGIOUS MEETS

anvary 1, 2022

At least 12 people died and
over a dozen were injured in
a stampede at the Mata
Vaishno Devi shrine in Jammu
and Kashmir triggered by a
heavy rush of devotees

Twenty-seven pilgrims died
and 20 were injured in a
stampede at a major bathing
spot on the Godavari river

on the opening day of
'Pushkaram’ festival in Andhra
Pradesh's Rajahmundry

October 3, 2014

Thirty-two people were
killed and 26 others injured in
a stampede at Gandhi
Maidan in Patna, shortly after
the Dussehra celebrations

October 13, 2013

As many as 115 people were
killed and over 100 injured in
a stampede during
'‘Navaratri' near Ratangarh
temple in Madhya Pradesh's
Datia district. The stampede
was triggered by rumours
that a river bridge the
devotees were crossing was
about to collapse

Source: PTI

) s / -

Devotees at the religious gathering where a stampede killed more

Y -

than 100 of them in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, on Tuesday  en

At least 104 Sabarimala
devotees were killed and over
40 injured in a stampede when
a jeep crashed into them in
Kerala's Idukki district

March 4, 2010

At least 63 people were killed
in a stampede at an ashram of
Kripalu Maharaj in Pratapgarh
in UP as people gathered to
collect free clothes and food

September 30, 2008

Nearly 250 devotees were
killed in a stampede triggered
by rumours of a bomb blast at
Chamunda Devi temple in
Rajasthan's Jodhpur city

At least 162 were killed and 47
injured in a stampede triggered
by rumours of rockslides at
Naina Devi temple in Himachal
Pradesh’s Bilaspur district

Janvary 25, 2005

Over 340 devotees were
trampled to death during
an annual pilgrimage to
Mandhardevi temple in
Maharashtra's Satara district

August 27, 2003

At least 39 people were killed
and around 140 injured in a
stampede during the holy bath
at the Kumbh Mela in
Maharashtra's Nashik district
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Assam flood situation turns
grim. death toll rises to 38

The flood situarion in Assam mrned

ukia and one in lhel_ﬂlernajldlstncl
drowned during this perlod.” an AsDALL

o be

IAF chief inaugurates weapon
systems school in Hvderabad
Indian Air Force chief Alr Chief Marshal V.R.

Chandharl on Tuesday inauguraced the newly
gstablished Weapon Systems School at Alr Foros
the

roval for t:he creasion of a new We:
in 2022 “The

commanders and operators for Surface 1o Alr
o Surface fo-Surface weapon systems, and

intelligence stream for handling space based

intelligence and imagery.”

Five Naxals
killed in
Chhattisgarh,
say police

Press Trust of India
ARAYANFUR

Five Maxalites were killed
in an encounter in Ma-
rayanpur district of Chhat-
tisgarh on Tuesday, the

hilly forest area, when
joine team of personnel

piaxal operation, a senior
police officlal sald. ~The
ration ks still un-
© he sald, adding

ing personnel of the Dis-
rict Reserve Guard, Spe-
clal Task Force, Border

was
launched on Sunday, the
police said.

138 dead so far

with the latest incident,

the number of Naxalites

killed so far this year in

separate_encounters with
rces in the Stare

1o were
Eifiza’in Dhamart dlsteice
under the Raipur division..

Fact-check unit needed to
protect people from fake
news: Centre in Bombay HC

The petitioners have contended that the pu
anything that the government does not want people to know, disouss, debate, or guestion

The Hindu Bureaw
MEAR,

sebreaker judge jus-
e AS. Chandur-

kar of the Bombay

High Court on Tuesday
continued hearing the ar-

md oth
lenging Rule 3N of
olo-

Pt

governmen
fact-check unic (FCU) o
identfy fake, false, and
misleading informasion
about its business on social

Derend.nng the FCU, the
uni rnment,
through Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, sakd It will
prevent pecple from false
M
contended thar the right to
know and the right to not
be misled are equally im-
portant as the right 1o free-

ples of fake news and mis-

e
lead to serious
consequences. What

of the FCU is to

Many State
sovermments
have FOU, such as Kerala
and Ustarakhand _IF we
Ithe Unibon government]
o not fact-check. itwill
be a dereliction af duty

jection do the petitioners
have here? The petitioners
have contended thar this
wiill have a chilling effect as
intermediaries will take
things down out of fear
Bur there are several thi

bty

lines. There s o chilling
effect. these ac-
it are monstieed s
counts thar work on the
model of number of sub-
scribers” he R

The Salicitar General al
so mentioned how the LS.
suffered during the pan-
demic with misinforma-
ton and fake news being
spread on social media.

total censors

an

“We (government) are
not the final arbiter here.
individuals,

odical way of doing thar
And belng a statutory re-

sarily inherent in my right
under Article 2I. Becanse,

if somebodys freedom af
speech incites violence or
threatens public order, it
directly infringes my righ

ded.
The Centre will conti-
nue its arguments on July
24 and 25, while the the pe-
trioners' rejoinder is sche-
duled on July 29, 30,
E
n_April. the petitioners
conc arguments
conrending thar the pur-
pose of the FCU was to
bring rotal state censorship
on anything that the go-
wernment does not want
people to
abaee, or question.

HC secks CBI's
response on
Kejriwal's plea
against arrest

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Cours on
Tuesday sought response

TP
case related to the excise
policy “scam”

sty ‘ur(hree cly. Thae
court on
o Kz]rl\lal's jud.i
clal custody til July 12, say-
ing his name had rurfaced
as one of the main conspi-
rators

1t had also remarked
thar his further custodial
interrogarion re-
quired as the I.vwes[lga(l.ol\
is under way.

Kejriveal
the Tihar jail. where he
was remanded ll july 3 in
a relared money-launder-
ing case being imvestigared

the  Enforcement
Director:

Woman cuts off man's genitals
for rel'us'gg to marry her

A womnan in Saran district of Blhar an Monday
allegedly cut off the genitals of 2

imits in Saran_ The man is a ward
councillor in the the Marhawra Nagar

The woman n arrested. “A case has been
registered under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) on July 1.7 Saran superintendent of Police
Kumar Ashish sakd.

Five die, 30 fall ill at children’
home; investigation ordered

At least five children have died and 30 more have
fallen ill at a children's home in Madhya

residing at the Bal Ashram of Shrl Yugpurus
the Malhargan) police station area ‘orthe
clty. While the catiss of deaths b yet to be

children’s home and samples have been collected
and sent for examination.

Courts subservient only to
the might of Constitution
and no other authority: CJI

EW DELHI

Chilef Justice of india B,
esday

rion, and serve no one but
Hitigants.
Sihe foundation of a

court st
ot o straceea) and
philosophical capaciey. le
must_subserve no

Bt the Constiuion and
be in service

e lEigants. Our Courts are

cedural guarantees.

‘Chief Justice of India D.¥. € harrdrachid at the faurdation st
Db

Laying cerernany af court buikdings i

Chief Justice Chandra-

SLISHIL KU MAR VERRA

infrassructure muss reflect
the reality we Hve._. One
crucial step is to mcorpo-
rate a green lifestyle into
our daily lives, whl«:h -
cudes reduc

emissions. the Ehief Jua

Advanced medium combat
aircraft prototype expected
to be ready by 2028-29

REW DELHI

As the project for the de-
development of

sign and devel
lg.enuus fifth gmer—
ahun afrcrafe
FGEAD, arusted Mediim
Combat Adrcraft (AMCAD,
makes progress, the De-
fence Ministry is working
bri

o have it ready for nduc-
ton in 2034

from project sanction,
official source  said.

preparation to have the
manufacturing and deliv
eries on track, there is sig

have to de
clde o modiel fe Prbeate
sector involvement. A mo-
del i expected to be
worked out in the next six
months,” an official source

The Defence Ministry

target is 1o have the AMCA
ready for induction by
2034

The AMOCA

has made great progress in

the development and de-
ployment of FGEAS, has re
cently deployed its twin-
engine |-20 FGFA in Tiber
bordering india.

OCS clearance

The AMCA project got
sanction from the Cabiner
Committee on  Security
€CCS) in March. It Is envis-

loped in india for the firs:

tme.
It is intended to have an
internal carriage of 1,500
g of payload and 5,500 ke
external payload with
6,500 kg of internal fuel.
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Aim is to establish dharma

The avararas of Lord

Wishnu such as
waraha were for specific reasons and hence
warhara. The manifestations of

Matsya, Koorma and

Lord as Sri Rama and

Sri Krishna were to establish dharma, protect righteous

men and destroy unr

and impious (Paritiresaye

Sadhunam} and hence called Purnavathara (compléte

Dr. Sudha Seshaian sald in a
biiss is called Paramanandharm. The slo-

{oyingthe

discourse the state of en-

wisuude v Sectham d\emmsﬂysbﬂ Krishna's mother

ual(l derives Pa

Pt
while in

Parmmea Usually, a m
B Ry wheth Syt birth ro 5 Chibd, B Dev
prison, was afraid towards her bromer Kamsa, who was
by

Cager to bl her

portrayed Himself a3 the be

the end of each day during the
had done his duty of feeding,

Krishna, as a chasiotees,

Mahabharatha war, Sri

mursing and bathing the horses before leaving them in the
stabtle and had not delegated to anyone

_Anodher name for

Arjuna s Partha, the son of Prathai

name of Kunfhl). Lerd Kridns, the charioteer of

{another
Pantha, k2 called Fartiazarstiny to pe

£ Arjuna. We are

retvaas, the endldren of Prithet (Mothes Earth,

ety protect us.




IAF chief inaugurates weapon
systems school in Hyderabad

Indian Air Force chief Air Chief Marshal V.R.
Chaudhari on Tuesday inaugurated the newly
established Weapon Systems School at Air Force
Station, Begumpet, Hyderabad. This follows the
approval for the creation of a new Weapon
System branch in 2022. “The new branch will
have four streams; flying stream to operate the
weapons and systems in airborne platforms like
the Sukhoi-30 MKI and C-130J; remote stream to
operate remotely piloted aircraft; mission
commanders and operators for Surface to Air
and Surface-to-Surface weapon systems, and
intelligence stream for handling space-based
intelligence and imagery,” the IAF said.




Size

Part of
Headquarters

Motto(s)

Colours
March

Anniversaries
Engagements
Website

Commander-in-
Chief

Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS)
Chief of the Air
Staff (CAS)

Vice Chief of the
Air Staff (VCAS)

Notable
commanders

170,576 active personnell']
140,000 reserve personnel?)
Approx 1926+ aircraft(3l4]

A Indian Armed Forces

Integrated Defence Headquarters,
Ministry of Defence, New Delhi

Nabhah Sprsam Diptam (1S0O)
Glory"5lI6I7] (Taken from
Bhagavad Gita)[8]

] |

Quick: Désa Pukaré Jaba Saba
Ko

(When the nation calls)

Slow: Vayu Séna Nisana

(The Air Force Emblem)
8 October (Air Force Day)°ll1]
Notable operations [show]

indianairforce.nic.in 2 #
Commanders

mem President Droupadi Murmu
General Anil Chauhan

=8 Air Chief Marshal Vivek Ram
Chaudhari

IEH Air marshal Amar Preet Singh

Bl Marshal of the Indian Air
Force Arjan Singh

g Air Chief Marshal Pratap
Chandra Lal

IEH Air Marshal Subroto
Mukherjee

Attack

Electronic
warfare

Fighter

Helicopter

Attack
helicopter

Interceptor
Reconnaissance

Trainer

Transport

Tanker

Aircraft flown

Jaguar, Eitan, Harop
A-50E/I, DRDO AEW&CS

Su-30MKI, Rafale, Tejas, MiG-29,
Mirage 2000, MiG-21 HAL Tejas
Mk2, HAL AMCA

CH-47 Chinook, Dhruv, Chetak,
Cheetah, Mi-8, Mi-17, Mi-26, HAL
IMRH

Prachand, Apache AH-64E, Mi-
25/35, Rudra

MiG 21
Searcher Il, Heron

Hawk Mk 132, HJT-16 Kiran,
Pilatus C-7 Mk |l

C-130J, C-17 Globemaster lll,
CH-47F (1) Chinook, II-76, An-32,
HS 748, Do 228, EADS CASA C-
295, Boeing 737, ERJ 135,
Boeing 777

I-78 MKI




Inauguration: IAF chief Air Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari
inaugurated the Weapon Systems School (WSS) at Begumpet,
Hyderabad.

Purpose: The school offers specialised training for handling
surface-to-air, surface-to-surface weapons, remotely piloted
aircraft, and space-based intelligence.

Streams: Four specialised streams include flying, remote, mission
commanders and operators, and intelligence.



Savings: Expected savings of X3,400 crore from reduced flying
training expenses.

Training Duration: Six months of specialised training at WSS after
° initial training at NDA or AFA.

Graduation: First batch to graduate in December 2024.



Question: Which of the following streams is NOT offered at the newly
inaugurated Weapon Systems School (WSS) of the Indian Air Force?

a) Surface-to-air weapons training
b) Space-based intelligence training
c) Cybersecurity training

d) Remote piloted aircraft training




Wednesday, July 3, 2024

CHENNAL

THE HINDU

SCIENCE

Two vaccines that brought us to

Arun Panchapakesan

n 1948, microbiologists John £
l Enders, Thomas Weller, and
already cesting,

grow the poliovirus in non-nerve cells.

A major roadblock

In the mid-20th century, researchers

widely believed the poliovirus could only

be grown in cultures of nerve cells. This
oncepeion was propagated Ly thelr

lmbdll'y 0 infec s by

oral route, and

time, they
e poliovirus strains they were
sms
The poliovirus has only one natural
host — humans — and many of the early
strains of the virus were isolated from

macaques, k adapeed to thet mode of
infectiol
The Inability to (u.kure polio in

jovirus is today n:s‘lncuzd lu mr.ll

'kLlsuf\f

A [right

within a year of each other. They

re adesdnistered itferently, provide

distinct levels of protection, contain

different components, and target different
compartments of the immumne system. Yec

they both played equally invaluable roles

in the global fight against polio.

The systemic and the mucosal

1n late 1949, Enders received a lett

recpatiog ilia seaxting mmacecial and the
had

non-nerve cells was a major o s team o grow
Geveloping a polio vaccine. But thanks 1o | the polm1n.xs In cultare. A the time,
Enders and his team, the poliovirus could s & Co. were discussing their own
now be for vaccine fulure work. T
research. colleagues, Weller and . wanted

to use the method to foray into vaccine

Eradication target missed

Polio eradication is one of the top

pnnrmes of the World Health
(WHO). Since Africa was

ey handed over the sampl
and the pi rocedure to the letter's author,

v of

dec.lared polio- l‘ree 2020, the the dueaor of the Virus Research
has been to L

e of and Pakistan. o

But accor to a recent report In

£ 10 reappear
in big cities in these two countries.

This reemergence Is a result of vaccine
hesitancy due to misinformarion, conflict,
poverty, and limited access to these
isolated regions. The WHO's Global Polio
Eradication Inigiative is thus set to miss its
deadline of eradicating polio by the end of
2024.

The initiatives failure in Afghanistan
and Pakistan casts a long shadow on an

Salk lnade the ﬁlgl successful vaccine
for polio. He grew the virus using the
method Enders and his team had
developed, inactivated it by treating it
with forma!dehyde and injected it into
his test subjects. The fragmes
Inactivates irus were able to mdlxe
lnu'numw in '.heu' bodies. Importantly,
since the ‘was introduced into the
muscle, it ggnetaled sys(ernlc immuni n'y
‘The immune system has two mal
parts: the systemic and the mucosal. The

polio
having been eradicated everywhere else.
This feat was driven by two vaccines, both

includes the blood,
the brain, and all other organ systems.
The mucasal component inchudes the

John F. Enders, Thomas Weller. and
Frederick Robbins solved one of the
most important scientific problems of
their time. They managed to find a
way to grow the poliovirus in

non-nerve cells

inner linings of the digestive and

greater degree of protection relarive to

the IPV. Second, the OPV

administered orally and didn require

syringes or trained personnel for its
ministration.

A one-two punch
But thes
weakes
and do the very job it was designed to
prevent: cause polio. On the other hand,
the IPV, while being a less potent vaccine,

systems, the tract
and the eyes. These regions are lined with
mucous membranes that provide an
addstional layer of protection, as they
frequently come into contact with the
exter nme

s"ndng at ground =
r Salk made his Inactivated polio
Vaccine (P, Albert Sabin developed
contail

vaccine contained live virus particles, it
STt ety o kATt oF
infection and was therefore administered
opally. This was the oral pollo vaccine

 Since the OPV went into the stomach,
induced a protective

immune re: it where the virus
would have to begin its infection.

The OPV had multiple advan:
the 1PV. First, the vaccine induce:
prot esponse at the viral entry site
— the gut — allowing it to provide a much

virus particles
carried no risk of causing vaccine-induced
polio.

The world has used both vacdines in
e some

countries prefer the OPV for its superior
and ease of

When the number of natural polio cases

drops to zero, they switch to IPV for its

enhanced safety.

Despite the many differences between
the Salk and Sabin vaccines, they share
one crucial feature that armed the WHO

¢ polio: bath Jonas Salk

in

There s no patent. Could you patent the
sunz”

(Arun Panchaj an assistant
professor at the ¥ R. Caithonde Centre for
AIDS Research and Education, Chennat.)

the brink of eradlcatlng polio

THE GIST

The inability to cuture polio

= methcd

Albert Sabin developed the
OPV that contained live polio
strains weakened by growing
them in macague cells. Since
Sabin's waccine contamed Guve
virus particles, it had to rely
on its naturat mode of
infection and was therefore
administered ceally

BIG SHOT

QUESTION CORNER

How we grow taller at night

indu

—~~ Q: Are we measurably

taller in the morning
than when we go to
bed

> Al We are all indeed
taller in the morning.
There are two
components to this. In a growing child,
the growth hormone is secreted in
pulses overnight. This acts through
several intermed| teps to cause
lengthening of the bones at the
end-plates (epiphyses). Accurate
measurements of the forearm or lower
leg using specialised apparatus or
X-rays can record this night-time
growth.

The most marked effect, however,
which occurs even after growth has.
ceased, is caused by postural
compression of the spine under the
effect of gravity. This was recognised in
mediseval French folldore: It was
common practice to app!

PecRuRtment to the armey first thing in

Aynho in Northamptonshire, UK.,
measured a loss of up to 15 mm
through the day. This was more
marked in young and active labourers.
A2: Another factor concerns the
inherent curvatures of the spinal
column. This has a convexity
backwards in the thoracic or chest
region, called a kyphosis, and a
concavity in the lumbar region or base
of the back called a lordosis. These

the spinal cord. .G WETSELAAR, LNNERSITARE
BEUCTHEREN LEDEN

curves vary with body weight and
position. As a result, the spinal column
tends to press downwards when in an
upright position, altering these
curvatures, and hence shortening the
spinal length. When lying down, the
reverse happens and the column
lengthens again

he combination of disc and
cirmvatire factors cates hel
o add s Mboat 26 nm tREing the
course of the day in the average adult.

~




QUESTION CORNER

How we grow taller at night

The Hindu Bureau

Q: Are we measurably
taller in the morning
than when we go to
bed?
Al: We are all indeed
taller in the morning.
There are two
components to this. In a growing child,
the growth hormone is secreted in
pulses overnight. This acts through
several intermediary steps to cause
lengthening of the bones at the
end-plates (epiphyses). Accurate
measurements of the forearm or lower
leg using specialised apparatus or
X-rays can record this night-time
growth.

The most marked effect, however,
which occurs even after growth has
ceased, is caused by postural
compression of the spine under the
effect of gravity. This was recognised in
mediaeval French folklore: it was
common practice to apply for
recruitment to the army first thing in
the morning in order to appear taller.
In 1724, Reverend Joseph Wasse from
Aynho in Northamptonshire, UK,
measured a loss of up to 15 mm
through the day. This was more
marked in young and active labourers.
A2: Another factor concerns the
inherent curvatures of the spinal
column. This has a convexity
backwards in the thoracic or chest
region, called a kyphosis, and a
concavity in the lumbar region or base
of the back called a lordosis. These

A pencil illustration of the vertebral column and
the spinal cord. H.G. WETSELAAR, UNIVERSITAIRE
BIBLIOTHEKEN LEIDEN

curves vary with body weight and
position. As a result, the spinal column
tends to press downwards when in an
upright position, altering these
curvatures, and hence shortening the
spinal length. When lying down, the
reverse happens and the column
lengthens again.

The combination of disc and
curvature factors causes height
change and is about 16 mm during the
course of the day in the average adult.

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’




Morning Height: We are measurably taller in the morning.

Growth Hormone: In children, growth hormone secreted at night causes bone
lengthening.

Postural Compression: Height loss during the day is due to spinal compression
from gravity.

Historical Recognition: Recognized in medieval French folklore; people applied
to the army in the morning to appear taller.




Curvature Factors: The spine's natural curvatures

change with body position and weight, affecting
height.

Daily Height Change: Height can change by up to
16 mm during the day in adults.




Question: Which of the following is NOT a reason for height changes throughout
the day?

a) Growth hormone secretion in children
b) Postural compression of the spine

c) Natural curvature changes of the spine

d) Increased bone density during the day
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New Dutch PM sworn in 7 months

SYDNE

dential

after far-right party won elections

-~
in Dick Schook, the Netherlands has 2 different PM for the first time
in 14 years as he swore in on Toesday, more ths

after

=
-~

aetimmigration

2 far-
of Geert Wilders won the maximum seats in
clections Last year but it took 223 days to form 3 =

party. The

China builds new pre:
fic's V

official handover ceremony, Yanuatu Prime Minister Charlot Sslwai
the

the new

ase

GENEWVA

Russia violated international law

NEW YOoRK

Former New York Mavor Giuliani

by imprisoning WSJ reporter: UN

=

-~
UN human rights experts say Russia viclated international G by
~ 2nd

imprisoring b
should rei
Detention said th

Yol Street Sournol reporter £
lease him “nmediately.” The Working Group on Acbitrary

ere was 2 “stricing lack of any factus! or legal

disbarred for 2020 election lies

-~
Former New York Mayor Rudy Gruliani was disbarred on Tuesd.
alse

substantistion” for spying charges levelled against Gershkovich. A2

2 fal
election lost by Donatd Trump.

REUTERS

vy e
about the 2020 presidentist

The sanction of the 80-year-old

Giudiani, who led Trump's legal efforts to overturn his election

defeat, was handed

down by 3 state appeals coust in New York a7

Nepali Congress, CPN-UML arrive at
agreement to oust Prachanda as PM

s NC has 89 seats, while Ol

CPN-UML has 78, totalli

167 which exceeds the

jority mark of 138 in the Lower

u(m-. Prachanda vows not to quit, will face vote of confidence instead, marking his fourth one since coming to power

KATHMANDU

sals
rather face a vote of confi-
dence in parliament than
resign from the post, party
Secretary Ganesh Shah
sasd.

Shvntcnn chiates YoC Rencher ko Babiachic et comtra, tolcy

CPN-UMLs KP. Sharma Ofi in Kathmandu on Tuesda

dz 69, a former
ader. has won

the largest party in the 275-
member House of Repre-
sentatives, has 59 seats at
present, while the CPN-
UML has 78 seats. Their
of167 is

parliament during his one-
and-a-half-year term.
The Nepali C

sufficient for a majority of
138 seats in_the
House. Mr. Prachanda’s
Maoist party has 32 seats.

Rotating
Aocording. ihe agree
menl. final!

agreed to form a new go-
vernment, amend the Con-
stitution, and work out a
formula,

edly
confi-
dants media reports said

Nepail Comgreas President
sher Bahadur Deuba and

terial position on a rotation
basis for the rest of the
term of Parliament.

Nepal has had 13 govern-
ments in the last 16 years,
indscating the fragile na-
ture of the Himalayan na-
tion’s political system.

Mr. Oli and Mr. Deuba

to the CON-ATME In the D1
Elugmata dal - Califriat’ are
likely to resign en-masse,
sources close to the CBN-
UML said.
Deputy Prime Minister
and Home AMinister Ravi
accused the
Nepali Congress and the

ssaNILA

China and the Philippines
crucial meet

Tuesday to ease escalating
i

to

try to prevent a repeat of

the chactic fune 17 claals ot

Second Thomas Sh

caused injuries to n].pmo
¢ personnel and dam-

aged two military boats.

Differences remain
The Chinese and Philip-
ine “affu

7

Cooling

Beijing, Manila hold talks
after maritime stand-off

off: Theresa Lazaro and Chen Xisodong shake hands
Juring their South China Sea meeting i Manila. 4=

Manila said in a
scla

late on Tue. “There

be in
its interests and upholding
its

was
on developing measures to
manage the situation
sea, but significant diffe-
rences remain.”

new alliance after the Pra- : Forelgn Un-
ndaled coaliion go- | their to de- eresa Laza-
star 1 withoue 1o told her_ t_'hlnese coun-

the files of corruption cas-
es  involvi political
leaders.

prejudice to their respec-
tive positions.” the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs in

“that the Philippines will

rights, and jurisdiction” in
the South China Sea.

An  agreement  was
signed to improve commu-
nications during emergen-
cles at sea and both sides
agreed o continue calks on
enhancing ties betw
their coast guards but no
details were provided.

Six passengers of
turbulence-hit plane
still in Brazil hospital

ce France Presse
MONTEVIDEO

Six passengers among do-

ised In Br: u where heir
plane make an
Smergency landing,  Alr

Europa said on Tuesday.

Of the rest, 303 have
made it safely to their des-
tination of Montevideo
more than a day after the
racling _experience on
Monday, it added.

The  Uruguay-bound
plane, a Boeing 7879
Dreamliner with 325 pas-
sengers on board, was di-
verted in the early morn-
ing hours of Monday to the
airport of Natal in north-
gast Brazil after experienc:
ing “severe turbulence,”
accarding to the airline.
Forty passengers were

Swelling anger

taken to hospitals and clin-
scs in Natal for treatment of
~abrasions and minor trau-
mas™_ Air Europa sasd most
of the injuries were “bruis-
usions.”

a 73-yearold
Sritish man died and sever-

e
London and was forced to
make an emergency land-
ing in Bangkok-

A week later, 12 people
were injured during turbu-
lence on a Qatar Airways
Boeing 787-9 flight from
Doha to Ireland.

Syrians sttend the but
after armed

=l of 3 man kiled during clashes with Turkish
protesters and Turkizh forces clashed in Syria's Ankara-controlied northawest an Monday, AF>

troops in Afin in northern

Syris on Tuesday. Four persons were kiied

Norway arrests man
over attempted
spying for China

ce France Presse
osLo

Norway's security service

de-
tained on Monday at Oslo’s
international airport as he
returned from China, Tho-
mas Blom. a spokesman
for the service’s counter-
espionage  unit,  told
reporters.
An Oslo court placed

outside, and with the first
two weeks to be spent in
isolation.

According 65 thia Norwe
glan media, the suspect isa
Shan in T hirsien. b in
Oslo and politically active
in a local branch of Nor-

The si

way's Incumbent Labour
Party.
A lawyer for the man,

nied the charges against
him.

“He says he is innocent
and that he is not an agent
for China.” the la\l\'yvr, Ma-
rius Deetrich: . sakd.

Tie said he could not
provide further details be-
cause of the sens na-
ture of the accusarions.

The security

suspect might have peovid.
ed to China

Prosecutors in Trump hush money case
not opposed to delaying his sentencing

Associated Press
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON
AManhattan prosecutors
said on Tuesday they
would not oppose
u.s. resident

wve the conviction over-
mumed following a Su-
preme Court ruling that
granted broad immunity
protections to Presidents.

Two-week wait
in a letter filed with the

quest” to delay the sen-
tencing letermi-

said official

Israel pounds Gaza following evacuation
order which will affect 2.5 lakh residents

accord-

nation of the motion, the
prosecutors wrote.

The letter camaone day
aftel

acts,
fng to the letrer.

a delay is indeed
granted, it would push a

Trum,
reqmsud the judgc delay

Agen.
GAZA STRIP

Israeli forces carried out
deadly strikes on Tuesday

wqut.s the high court
cision and how it could in-
fluence the New York case.

Oenald Trump
Trump’s

office said they would be

argument
The lawyers argue that the

hat means
Trump, now the

that Mr.

past: | cascrminesi Coza snd biat-
the ted r issuing
< Which will | an evacuation order which
s de e Milwaukeeonju- | a UN agency sald_would
1S, impa ,50.000

tive GOP nominee, could

become the Republican

open delay
I the July 1T sentencing In

we do not oppose his re-

confirmed a

Peferie elac eaxiier i
the case that prosecutors
should have been preciud-
ed from introducing some
evidence the Trump team

while it remains unknown
what sentence he will face.
Mr. Tr g

n-
tense bombing and shell-
ing around Khan Younis,
southern Gaza's main city,
from which Israeli troops

withdrew in early April a af

did not immediately res-
pond to a request for com-
ment

ter a

bartle.
A hospital source in the
said shelling killed

ity

Dystopian land: Dispiaced Palestinians from eastern aceas of Khan

elght persons and wound-
ed more than 30 others.
The bombardment
came after a rocket barrage
at southern Israel on Mon-

order to evacuate most
areas east of Khan Younis
and in Rafah along the bor-
ders with Israel and Egype.

The UN agency sup‘porl-
ing Palestinian r
timated on Tucsday that &
quarter of a million people
had been impacted since
Israel’s Army issued a new
evacuation order for parts
of southern Gaza day
earlier.

The agency “estimates

¥ouris aerve i the main city on Tuesdsy. 4

that around 2,50.000 peo-
ple have been impacted by
orde:

w morning claimed by . UNRWA
Y linant Group Idamiy  shoneswemnan Louise War
Jihad, which has fought teridge said. adding:
alongside Hamas. expect th

This was followed by an .
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SYDNEY

China builds new presidential
palace in Pacific’s Vanuatu

The government of cash-strapped Vanuatu will soon settle into a
suite of new buildings funded by China, a move likely to reignite
concerns about Beijing's reach in the South Pacific nation. At an
official handover ceremony, Vanuatu Prime Minister Charlot Salwai
announced the opening of the new presidential palace. AFP






Location: Vanuatu is a Melanesian archipelago in the
South Pacific Ocean, located east of northern Australia,
northeast of New Caledonia, and west of Fiji.

Islands: It comprises 83 islands, with 13 principal islands
and numerous smaller ones, extending about 650 km
north to south in a Y-shape.

Capital: Port-Vila, located on Efate Island in the Shefa
province.




* History:

* Colonial Era: Vanuatu was known as
the New Hebrides and was a jointly
administered Anglo-French
condominium.

Independence: The country gained
independence on July 30, 1980, and
was named the Republic of Vanuatu.




e Government:

e Type: Unitary parliamentary
republic.

* Head of State: President
Nikenike Vurobaravu.

e Head of Government: Prime
Minister Charlot Salwai.

* Administrative Divisions:
Vanuatu is divided into six
provinces: Malampa, Penama,
Sanma, Shefa, Tafea, and Torba.

(10 4P =
== o — z




* Demographics:

* Population: Approximately 332,600 (2024
estimate).

* Ethnic Groups: Predominantly ni-Vanuatu
(94%), with small percentages of Europeans,
other Pacific Islanders, and Asians.

* Languages: Official languages are Bislama,
English, and French, with over 120
indigenous languages.




* Economy:

e Agriculture: Main products include copra,
coconuts, cocoa, coffee, taro, yams, and fruits.

e Exports: Major exports are copra, beef, cocoa,
timber, kava, and coffee.

* Tourism: The country is known for its natural
beauty and cultural festivals.

e Culture:

* Festivals: Notable festivals include the
Pentecost Land Dive, Tanna Toka Dance, Rom
dance of Ambrym, and Water Music custom
festival.

> 4
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INITIAL REPORT SUGGESTS PEOPLE STUMBLED WHILE GATHERING SOIL PREACHER WALKED ON; CM ORDERS PROBE

At least 116 killed in stampede at Hathras
religious gathermg, most victims women
T"‘*'- ‘Bhole Baba’: UP Police

constable who became
a self-styled preacher

Satsang by local
preacher had
SDM permission
but large crowd
gathered: officials

.\s 116 peaple. al.
women. were lulled na stam-
pede o
A‘cordu\g to officiats, the
in Phulras v -

thve in the re-
gion and adjoining districts for
27 years.
A preliminary investigation
host of factors that
thousands

sang: many faling on
the uneven surface while rying

althcare facilities

REPLY TODEBATE ON MOTION

Modiin

MANISH SAHU
LUCKNOW, JULY 2
BEFORE HE became Narayan
Sakar Vistrwa st or Bhole Baba,
the self-styled preacher who or-
ganised the satsang on Tuesday.
B was Suraj Pal Singh. a consta-
ble with the Uttar Pradesh Police.
es said Sengh, S8, hails
froen 3 Dakt family in Bahadur

where the stampede occusred.
“After serving in the police
foroe for about 2 decade. he

name, Bhole Baba, while his wite
is known as Marashree - said
Zaffas Ali, husband "

<, =

3 farmer. still Bves in the vilage
with his fasmsly.

“He busix an ashram on his 30-

the village. People

A hospital in Hathras Abkmavsehe  FULL COVERAGE. & 7
struggngtokeeppace withthe  have been identified so far. No  police force was deployed Tam
rush of dead and injured. persomn is mressang told that peop

Uxtas Pradiesh Cheef Secretary “The chief sewadar (working  his feet and tred o coflect soil

Manoj Kumar Singh sasd after
wisiing the area, ~A total of
have died — seven chil-

S0.000
1 attend the pro-

peo
dren, one man. and the rest
wommen. s

Tuesday. Frt

Attacks Cong in over
2-hour speech amid
Opp s Manipur chants

VIKAS PATHAK
NEW DELHL JULY 2
MOUNTING A scahing artack oo
ongress a day aftes be and
his p.uly were rargeced
Rahut

Congress and its “entire ecasys-
tem” of attempting to “look
use and insult
and of plocting 4
conspiracy to falsely™ claim

pe:
gramme. But many more ar-
e, Abuge

(from where he walked), and 3
Stampede ook place. Masy peo-

Ple fellin 2 reoarby rain: e axd.

There were a total of 78

CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

A S s potis e wiho cordEng £o him, Singh left
visited Singh's village after the about five g0,
exact dae a agairst

& noe known. Singh is reported  ham. ~We heard he is naw resid
hian. Last year, be re-

pot
time in the 19505,
“He

have any children.
the polie force, he adopted the

OF THANKS TO PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS

PM on Rahul: Balak Buddhi... insults

Hinduism; LoP’s remarks expunged

Deletions on Hinduism, Agnipath,
NEET: Rahul says truth will prevail

MANOJCG
NEW/ DELF JULY 2

SEVERAL references toHirdusm

i the context of the BJP three ref-

erences to two

the Congress frequently mwen-

tioes i congext Mo gov-

ernment. two 1o the Agnipath
o the

st
e of the Opposkion in Lok
Sabha, Lasting arcand 100 min-
utes and internpeed frequently

were among the 14 bits from
Radud asthe

THE EDITORIAL PAGE

THE FIRST FACE-OFF

Both Government and
Opposition seem to be still

Alleging that the Congress
< tryi g

Each should hit reset. refresh

Candhi. | Phme  tinister
Narendra Modi told Lok Sabha
Tuesday that hi.

secutive term in office while the

amid Opposition chants of

Seax and was deliberately abusing
Hindus,

PacEIC

the Speaker 1o take SIct action
o “defend the dignity of the
House™ against what happersed

IN PARLIAMENT

Just for ™A ~ and
“Bharat jodo™. accused the

Can you

PAGE1
ANCHOR

SWEETY KUMAR!
CHOPRA JULY 2

“Prem ki bhebe chinte kora jaye

fean you plan and fall in love) 7~
Days aftes a v

light showing a Trinamo

Congress funcrionary flogsing

she can pus the ignomisty of

D | e |

Monday. which was~a slaponthe
NEET PAPER ROW.
weisdons of te and our
st “....,.,‘.:.“‘ a1 PERPETRATORS WILL
N £
Candiirs ocech ot v TELLS HOUSE
Serred to His s wwitiile artack- ~ — S
g the BJP — remartks ¢ KHARGE'S ‘VARNA
e froen the records  MINDSET- R
(sew acconpanyires report) — ad DHANKHAR
Mot to . paces

plan and fall in love, asks Bengal woman flogged in public

being beaten and humikated in

c behind her as long s she

Zets to “live life on her own
terms"

The woman spoke to

Tihe hachlns Expoess foowa & e

with the other man, who is 35
and 2iso married.

To many in the village. she
s, thi noe acceptable. On
Jure 28, a ~salishi sabha~ or kan-
Zaroo court was called. dusing

Dinajpur Cutside. several atice.
men stand guard The woman,
whois as two chit-

band eventually found out. he
asked her (o leave boeme, and on
June 27, she said she moved in

4 TMCS

Tagiona 1stam alkas JCB. showed
up. Clad in 2 black T-

bolding 2 weapon that i

custom-made to mete cut

ounded
by cmoed G e the vk
and the woman were

lentiessty. = they weithed
in pain on the grond and

s | B |

by the treasury benches, which
wese expunsed by Speaker Om
Birta Late Mooday night.

Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi in Lok Sabha. Tuesday.

The, nction move, which
became public Tuesday. drew
2

turned to the village and en-
trusted his property to a Trust A

manager aversees the affairs of
the ashram ™ he said.
BusiNess as Usuar

By UNNY

(@NG

GAYATHRI MANI
NEW DELHL JULY 2

Works at Delhi CM
house: On L-G order,
2 officers suspended,

5 others face action

Vigilance writes to CPWD, seeks ATR;
show-cause notices went out last year

Chief Minister

gfficial residence on Flag Start
Road.

I3 hester t the Director
General of the Central Public
Works Departmant (CPWD)

Chi

and smhmm Dh.-u. thea

2 and

N Division) tnktacion of i

ciplinary proceedings foe “magor

penaity” have been recom-
e both.

Tuesday. o deparc-
icrst of the Delhl governanent
said Lt Governoe VK s

actson, from sus-
persion todisciplinary -
Mg agitnst flvs officecs, shace

INIRAN coce o

they retin
Bewn transferred out of Delhi,
and are undes

(East). Ashok Kumar Rajdev.
Chief Enginee:
Raj.

Vinsy Chaodhasy and Rajat

the

The two officers suspended

are Executive Engineer Vinay
tant

Chaudhary and

Engsnees Rajat Kant
This is the first such action in
the matter in which show-caise
of-

Reached for comment, Ahagja.

ficers a year ago.

of the house was first raised offi-
cially last year when the
Vigilance department raised
questio:

ns ling the expen-
diture and the procedure fol-
ke warke.

SHO

Close to midnight, Cong
Manipur MP’s wake-up
call to govt on its ‘silence’

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATL JULY 2

DAYS AFTER thye Mans
failed to find 2 piace in the
Presidenrs  addre: to
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Hindenburg denies Sebi claims on
Adani short bet, names Kotak fund

Hindenburg neither client nor investor: Kotak Mahindra Bank
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MIDNIGHT DRAMA IN KATHMANDU

Nepali Congress, CPN-UML strike deal
to oust Prachanda, propose Oli as PM

PM says will not
resign, to seek
trust vote in
Parliament

YUBARAJGHIMIRE
KATHMANDU, JULY 2

NEPAL TUESDAY woke up to a
new political development that
looked like a midnight coup
against Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal (Prachanda) with K
PSharma Oli, Prachanda’s ally and
chairman of the Communist Party
of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist,
all set to step into his shoes.
Prachanda put up a brave face
and made it clear he will not re-
sign following the withdrawal of
support by CPN (UML) to his gov-
ernment and that he will seek a
vote of confidence in Parliament.
Monday midnight, Oli and
Nepali Congress chairman Sher
Bahadur Deuba along with halfa
dozen leaders from their parties
assembled at the President's sec-
retariat where the CPN (UML)
gave in writing that it had with-

drawn its four-month-old sup-
porttothe Prachanda-led govern-
ment.

PM Pushpa Kamal Dahal (Prachanda), K P Sharma Oli and Sher Bahadur Deuba

NUMBERS AGAINST RULING CPN(MC)

TOTAL MEMBERS IN NEPAL PARLIAMENT: 275

Nepali Congress i 88
CPN(UML) *79
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) 32
Rashtriya Swatantra party 21
Rastriya Prajatantra Party 14

*(including speaker)
(United Socialist-10, Janata Samajwadi ( Ashok Rai) -7, JSP-5, Janamat-5,

Nagarik Inmukti-4, Loktantrik Samajwadi Party-4 Janamorcha and Nepal
Mazdoor Kisan party - one each, Independents-2)

Deuba, 78,and Oli, 72, head of
the two biggest parties, had de-
cided to form a coalition govern-

'I 38 seats in parliament
Simple majority
'I Nepal has had 13

governments in the
last 16 years

0 3 Prachanda won
three votes of
confidencein

Parliament during his
one-and-a-half-year term

ment, initially under the leader-
ship of Oli, which will be headed
by Deuba after 22 months.

Prime Minister Prachanda
conveyed to President Ram
Chandra Poudel that he would
seek the vote of confidence in
Parliament within a month.

Rashtriya Swatantra Party
chief and Deputy PM Rabi
Lamichhane accused the Nepali
Congress and CPN-UML of form-
ing the alliance after the
Prachanda government started
opening the files of corruption
cases involving political leaders.

Prachanda, who heads
Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist Centre)thathas 32 mem-
bersin parliament, became Prime
Minister in December 2022, ini-
tially with the supportofthe CPN
(UML). A month after, Prachanda
replaced CPN (UML) with Nepali
Congress as a coalition partner,
and then again roped in CPN
(UML) in March, giving a rude
shock to the Nepali Congress.

Oli was unhappy with the re-
cent budget allocations. During
their meeting on Monday Oli re-
portedly requested Prachanda to
step down. Prachanda offered Oli
the post of PM within the current
ruling coalition, which the latter
turned down, it said. (WITHPTI)



Largest Trade Partner:

India is Nepal's largest trade partner and the largest source of foreign
Investments.

Bilateral trade in 2018-19 was valued at INR 57,858 crore (USS 8.27

billion) Trade Composition:

Nepal’s exports to India include agricultural products, textiles, and
handicrafts.

India exports machinery, petroleum products, motor vehicles, and
various consumer goods to Nepal .




Power Trade Agreement:

India and Nepal signed a long-term power trade agreement for the export
of 10,000 MW of power from Nepal to India over the next decade

Development Assistance:

India provides significant development assistance to Nepal, focusing on
infrastructure, health, education, and rural development

Post-earthquake reconstruction assistance includes a S1 billion package,
with both grants and concessional loans




* Consider the following statements regarding the trade relations between
India and Nepal:

1.India is the largest trade partner and source of foreign investments for
Nepal.

2.A long-term power trade agreement has been signed to export 10,000 MW
of power from India to Nepal over the next decade.

3.Nepal has sighed multiple MoUs with India to enhance connectivity,
including an electric rail link between Kathmandu and Raxaul.

4.India provides significant development assistance to Nepal, focusing on
infrastructure, health, education, and rural development.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

*a)1and3only
b) 1, 3, and 4 only
c) 2 and 4 only
d1,2,63,and 4






Recently, National Statistics Day was celebrated on 29" June
2024 marking the birth anniversary of Professor Prasanta Chandra
Mahalanobis, a renowned Indian statistician and applied scientist.

The theme for Statistics Day 2024 is "Use of Data for Decision-
Making".

This day has been celebrated since 2007 to create public awareness of
the role and importance of statistics in socio-economic planning and
policy formulation for the development of the country.



The e-Sankhyiki data portal and Central Data
Repository were launched on this day.

Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis was known for
pioneering the Mahalanobis distance and statistical
measure.




He was a member of India’s inaugural Planning
Commission and was instrumental in establishing the
Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) in 1931.

He was honoured with the Padma Vibhushan for his
contribution to science. World Statistics Day is celebrated
by the United Nations every 5 years on 20th October




Foundation Day

of Puducherry




* Every year, the 1st July is marked as the foundation day of Puducherry as on
this day the Government of Union Territories Act 1963 providing
Puducherry with Legislative Assemblies and Council of Ministers came into

force.



* The present UT of Puducherry was formed in 1962 out of the four former colonies
of French (Puducherry, Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam) India.

* The Puducherry and Karaikal regions are surrounded by the state
of Tamilnadu while Mahe is surrounded by the state of Kerala and Yanam by the
state of Andra Pradesh.

* To accommodate the diverse culture, due to its multi-state location, Puducherry
has been recognized as a Union Territory.
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* Ancient History:

* Puducherry has a flourishing maritime history and excavations at
Arikamedu show that Romans came here to trade in the 1st Century AD. In
around the fourth century A.D.

e Puducherry area was part of the Pallava Kingdom of Kanchipuram after
which Chola took over it.

» After short rule of Muslim rulers of the North, the Vijayanagar Empire took

control of almost all the South of India which lasted till 1638, after which
Sultan of Bijapur took control.



* Colonial History:

* The foundation of modern Puducherry was laid in the year 1673 after the French
East India Company successfully obtained firman (a permit) from the Qiladar of
Valikondapurarm under the Sultan of Bijapur.

* Puducherry was captured by the Dutch in 1693 but was returned to the French
company by the Treaty of Ryswick in 1699.



* In 1674, Francois Martin was appointed as the first Governor by the French East
India Company which undertook the ambitious project to transform Pondicherry
from a small fishing village into a flourishing port town.

 Joseph Francis Dupleix got a high post at Pondicherry in 1720.

* After hecoming Governor in 1674, Francois Martin developed it as a place of
importance and as the stronghold of the French in India.



* The Battle of Wandiwash (1960) which was the decisive battle of the Third
Carnatic War was won by the English and Treaty of Peace of Paris (1763),

that followed the war, restored to the French their factories in India
(including Puducherry).

e Under Treaty of Peace of Paris (1763) Puducherry and Chandannagar were
returned to France but they could only have trading activities in them.



* However, Puducherry became officially an integral part of India after the French
Parliament in Paris ratified the Treaty with India in 1963.



e Culture:

* Sri Aurobindo Ashram (a well planned town with Franco Tamil
architecture) and Auroville (an experimental township) was an attempt to
implement Sri Aurobindo's vision of new forms of individual and collective
life, preparing the way towards a brighter future for the whole earth.

* Puducherry is an Indian Union Territory that offers a taste of France in
India (dve to its colonel history).



With reference to Pondicherry (now Puducherry), consider the following statements: (2010)

. The first European power to occupy Pondicherry were the Portuguese.

2.The second European power to occupy Pondicherry were the French.

3.The English never occupied Pondicherry.

Which of the statements given ahove is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d)1,2and 3



GST Completes Seven Years



As the Goods and Services Tax (GST) completes seven years in June 2024, the
gross monthly collection reached Rs 1.74 lakh crore, marking a 7.7% increase
compared to the previous year.

About

The 101st Amendment Act of 2016 paved the way for the introduction of GST
and was implemented on 1 July 2027, in India.

The GST taxpayer base has increased to 1.46 crore in April 2024 from 1.05
crore as of April 2018.



Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council is a constitutional body established

under Article 279A of the Indian Constitution through the 101st Amendment
Act of 2016.

The Union Finance Minister is the Chairperson of the GST Council.




 The GST Council makes recommendations to the Union and the States on key
GST-related issues, including:

« Taxes, cesses, and surcharges to be subsumed under GST
e Goods and services to be subject to or exempt from GST
 Model GST laws, principles of levy, and apportionment of IGST

« Tax rates, thresholds, special provisions, and any other matter relating to
GST



Salient Features of GST

One Nation, One Tax: GST brought uniformity in the tax structure across India,
eliminating the cascading effect of taxes.

Destination-based Tax: GST is a destination-based tax, levied at each stage of
the supply chain, from the manufacturer to the consumer.

Input Tax Credit (ITC)




Online Compliance: GST introduced an online portal, the Goods and Services Tax
Network (GSTN), for registration, filing of returns, payment of taxes, and other
compliance-related activities.

Anti-Profiteering Measures: The government established the National Anti-
Profiteering Authority (NAA) to monitor and ensure that businesses do not

engage in unfair pricing practices and profiteering due to the implementation of
GST.

Composition Scheme: The composition scheme is available for small taxpayers
with a turnover below a prescribed limit . Under this scheme, businesses are
required to pay a fixed percentage of their turnover as GST and have simplified
compliance requirements.




Hurricane Beryl
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* Hurricane Beryl has made landfall with floods in Barbados, St Vincent and the
Grenadines and Grenada.

« How do hurricanes form?
« Warm ocean water and humid, moist air are the two key components needed for
hurricanes.

« Warm seawater evaporates, releasing heat energy into the atmosphere.

 The storm’s winds become stronger as a result. Without it, hurricanes can’t
become stronger and will eventually die.
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* Largest Ambulance Network:

e Pakistan's Edhi Foundation operates the
world's largest volunteer ambulance
service. Founded by Abdul Sattar Edhi,
the foundation provides a range of
humanitarian services, including
emergency medical aid, orphanages, and
shelters for the homeless.







Word of the day

Truculent:
defiantly aggressive

Usage: It was a truculent speech against the
new government.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/truculentpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /tnkjulont/
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