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Inauguration: IAF chief Air Chief Marshal VR Chaudhari 
inaugurated the Weapon Systems School (WSS) at Begumpet, 
Hyderabad.

Purpose: The school offers specialised training for handling 
surface-to-air, surface-to-surface weapons, remotely piloted 
aircraft, and space-based intelligence.

Streams: Four specialised streams include flying, remote, mission 
commanders and operators, and intelligence.



Savings: Expected savings of ₹3,400 crore from reduced flying 
training expenses.

Training Duration: Six months of specialised training at WSS after 
initial training at NDA or AFA.

Graduation: First batch to graduate in December 2024.



Question: Which of the following streams is NOT offered at the newly 
inaugurated Weapon Systems School (WSS) of the Indian Air Force?

a) Surface-to-air weapons training
b) Space-based intelligence training
c) Cybersecurity training
d) Remote piloted aircraft training







Morning Height: We are measurably taller in the morning.

Growth Hormone: In children, growth hormone secreted at night causes bone 
lengthening.

Postural Compression: Height loss during the day is due to spinal compression 
from gravity.

Historical Recognition: Recognized in medieval French folklore; people applied 
to the army in the morning to appear taller.



Curvature Factors: The spine's natural curvatures 
change with body position and weight, affecting 
height.

Daily Height Change: Height can change by up to 
16 mm during the day in adults.



a) Growth hormone secretion in children
b) Postural compression of the spine

c) Natural curvature changes of the spine
d) Increased bone density during the day

Question: Which of the following is NOT a reason for height changes throughout 
the day?









Location: Vanuatu is a Melanesian archipelago in the 
South Pacific Ocean, located east of northern Australia, 
northeast of New Caledonia, and west of Fiji.

Islands: It comprises 83 islands, with 13 principal islands 
and numerous smaller ones, extending about 650 km 
north to south in a Y-shape.

Capital: Port-Vila, located on Efate Island in the Shefa 
province.



• History:

• Colonial Era: Vanuatu was known as 
the New Hebrides and was a jointly 
administered Anglo-French 
condominium.

• Independence: The country gained 
independence on July 30, 1980, and 
was named the Republic of Vanuatu.



• Government:

• Type: Unitary parliamentary 
republic.

• Head of State: President 
Nikenike Vurobaravu.

• Head of Government: Prime 
Minister Charlot Salwai.

• Administrative Divisions:
Vanuatu is divided into six 
provinces: Malampa, Penama, 
Sanma, Shefa, Tafea, and Torba.



• Demographics:

• Population: Approximately 332,600 (2024 
estimate).

• Ethnic Groups: Predominantly ni-Vanuatu 
(94%), with small percentages of Europeans, 
other Pacific Islanders, and Asians.

• Languages: Official languages are Bislama, 
English, and French, with over 120 
indigenous languages.



• Economy:

• Agriculture: Main products include copra, 
coconuts, cocoa, coffee, taro, yams, and fruits.

• Exports: Major exports are copra, beef, cocoa, 
timber, kava, and coffee.

• Tourism: The country is known for its natural 
beauty and cultural festivals.

• Culture:

• Festivals: Notable festivals include the 
Pentecost Land Dive, Tanna Toka Dance, Rom 
dance of Ambrym, and Water Music custom 
festival.







Largest Trade Partner:

India is Nepal's largest trade partner and the largest source of foreign 
investments.

Bilateral trade in 2018-19 was valued at INR 57,858 crore (US$ 8.27 
billion) Trade Composition:

Nepal’s exports to India include agricultural products, textiles, and 
handicrafts.

India exports machinery, petroleum products, motor vehicles, and 
various consumer goods to Nepal .



Power Trade Agreement:

India and Nepal signed a long-term power trade agreement for the export 
of 10,000 MW of power from Nepal to India over the next decade

Development Assistance:

India provides significant development assistance to Nepal, focusing on 
infrastructure, health, education, and rural development

Post-earthquake reconstruction assistance includes a $1 billion package, 
with both grants and concessional loans 



• Consider the following statements regarding the trade relations between 
India and Nepal:

1.India is the largest trade partner and source of foreign investments for 
Nepal.

2.A long-term power trade agreement has been signed to export 10,000 MW 
of power from India to Nepal over the next decade.

3.Nepal has signed multiple MoUs with India to enhance connectivity, 
including an electric rail link between Kathmandu and Raxaul.

4.India provides significant development assistance to Nepal, focusing on 
infrastructure, health, education, and rural development.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 3 only
b) 1, 3, and 4 only
c) 2 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3, and 4



National Statistics Day



Recently, National Statistics Day was celebrated on 29th June 
2024 marking the birth anniversary of Professor Prasanta Chandra 
Mahalanobis, a renowned Indian statistician and applied scientist.

The theme for Statistics Day 2024 is "Use of Data for Decision-
Making".

This day has been celebrated since 2007 to create public awareness of 
the role and importance of statistics in socio-economic planning and 
policy formulation for the development of the country.



The e-Sankhyiki data portal and Central Data 
Repository were launched on this day. 

Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis was known for 
pioneering the Mahalanobis distance and statistical 
measure.



He was a member of India’s inaugural Planning 
Commission and was instrumental in establishing the 
Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) in 1931. 

He was honoured with the Padma Vibhushan for his 
contribution to science. World Statistics Day is celebrated 
by the United Nations every 5 years on 20th October



Foundation Day 
of Puducherry



• Every year, the 1st July is marked as the foundation day of Puducherry as on 
this day the Government of Union Territories Act 1963 providing 
Puducherry with Legislative Assemblies and Council of Ministers came into 
force.



• The present UT of Puducherry was formed in 1962 out of the four former colonies 
of French (Puducherry, Karaikal, Mahe and Yanam) India.

• The Puducherry and Karaikal regions are surrounded by the state 
of Tamilnadu while Mahe is surrounded by the state of Kerala and Yanam by the 
state of Andra Pradesh.

• To accommodate the diverse culture, due to its multi-state location, Puducherry 
has been recognized as a Union Territory.





• Ancient History:

• Puducherry has a flourishing maritime history and excavations at 
Arikamedu show that Romans came here to trade in the 1st Century AD. In 
around the fourth century A.D. 

• Puducherry area was part of the Pallava Kingdom of Kanchipuram after 
which Chola took over it. 

• After short rule of  Muslim rulers of the North, the Vijayanagar Empire took 

control of almost all the South of India which lasted till 1638, after which 
Sultan of Bijapur took control.



• Colonial History:

• The foundation of modern Puducherry was laid in the year 1673 after the French 
East India Company successfully obtained firman (a permit) from the Qiladar of 
Valikondapurarm under the Sultan of Bijapur.

• Puducherry was captured by the Dutch in 1693 but was returned to the French 
company by the Treaty of Ryswick in 1699.



• In 1674, Francois Martin was appointed as the first Governor by the French East 
India Company which undertook the ambitious project to transform Pondicherry 
from a small fishing village into a flourishing port town.

• Joseph Francis Dupleix got a high post at Pondicherry in 1720.

• After becoming Governor in 1674, Francois Martin developed it as a place of 
importance and as the stronghold of the French in India.



• The Battle of Wandiwash (1960) which was the decisive battle of the Third 
Carnatic War was won by the English and Treaty of Peace of Paris (1763), 
that followed the war, restored to the French their factories in India 
(including Puducherry).

• Under Treaty of Peace of Paris (1763) Puducherry and Chandannagar were 
returned to France but they could only have trading activities in them.



• However, Puducherry became officially an integral part of India after the French 
Parliament in Paris ratified the Treaty with India in 1963.



• Culture:

• Sri Aurobindo Ashram (a well planned town with Franco Tamil 
architecture) and Auroville (an experimental township) was an attempt to 
implement Sri Aurobindo's vision of new forms of individual and collective 
life, preparing the way towards a brighter future for the whole earth.

• Puducherry is an Indian Union Territory that offers a taste of France in 
India (due to its colonel history).



• With reference to Pondicherry (now Puducherry), consider the following statements: (2010)

1. The first European power to occupy Pondicherry were the Portuguese.

2. The second European power to occupy Pondicherry were the French.

3. The English never occupied Pondicherry.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 3 only

• (d) 1, 2 and 3



GST Completes Seven Years



• As the Goods and Services Tax (GST) completes seven years in June 2024, the 
gross monthly collection reached Rs 1.74 lakh crore, marking a 7.7% increase 
compared to the previous year.

• About

• The 101st Amendment Act of 2016 paved the way for the introduction of GST 
and was implemented on 1 July 2027, in India.

• The GST taxpayer base has increased to 1.46 crore in April 2024 from 1.05 
crore as of April 2018.



Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council is a constitutional body established 
under Article 279A of the Indian Constitution through the 101st Amendment 
Act of 2016.

The Union Finance Minister is the Chairperson of the GST Council.



• The GST Council makes recommendations to the Union and the States on key 
GST-related issues, including:

• Taxes, cesses, and surcharges to be subsumed under GST

• Goods and services to be subject to or exempt from GST

• Model GST laws, principles of levy, and apportionment of IGST

• Tax rates, thresholds, special provisions, and any other matter relating to 
GST

•



Salient Features of GST

One Nation, One Tax: GST brought uniformity in the tax structure across India, 
eliminating the cascading effect of taxes.

Destination-based Tax: GST is a destination-based tax, levied at each stage of 
the supply chain, from the manufacturer to the consumer.

Input Tax Credit (ITC)



Online Compliance: GST introduced an online portal, the Goods and Services Tax 
Network (GSTN), for registration, filing of returns, payment of taxes, and other 
compliance-related activities.

Anti-Profiteering Measures: The government established the National Anti-
Profiteering Authority (NAA) to monitor and ensure that businesses do not 
engage in unfair pricing practices and profiteering due to the implementation of 
GST.

Composition Scheme: The composition scheme is available for small taxpayers 
with a turnover below a prescribed limit . Under this scheme, businesses are 
required to pay a fixed percentage of their turnover as GST and have simplified 
compliance requirements.



Hurricane Beryl





• Hurricane Beryl has made landfall with floods in Barbados, St Vincent and the 
Grenadines and Grenada.

• How do hurricanes form?

• Warm ocean water and humid, moist air are the two key components needed for 
hurricanes.

• Warm seawater evaporates, releasing heat energy into the atmosphere.

• The storm’s winds become stronger as a result. Without it, hurricanes can’t 
become stronger and will eventually die.







• Largest Ambulance Network: 

• Pakistan's Edhi Foundation operates the 
world's largest volunteer ambulance 
service. Founded by Abdul Sattar Edhi, 
the foundation provides a range of 
humanitarian services, including 
emergency medical aid, orphanages, and 
shelters for the homeless.











Thank you 
guys.


