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Do one thing at a time, and while

doing it put your whole soul into 1t
to the exclusion of all else.

Swami Vivekananda
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ARRESTS CONTINUE

Key accused in NEET
paper leak case held
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Prices of
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potato rise

“‘GST kitty of States to
rise 13-14% in 2024-25"
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will rein in accidents
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cHAMPIONS RETURN
Indian cricket team
to be felicitated today
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oeposition Labour Party. said
on the last

Champai quits, Hemant Soren
set to return as Jharkhand CM

MLAS from

as new leader as €

PATNA

harkhand u-uel Mi-

nister Cham; So-
ren on
Wednesday, paving the
way for hi cessor

Hemant Soren to stake his
claim to form the govern-
ment and rewurn to the
State's top post after being
unanimously elected lead-
er of the ruling alliance's
legislators at a marathon
meeting in Ranchi
Mr Hemant Soren, son
harkhand Mukt Mor-

cha OMAD

i Soren toend his 5 h term: BJP ac
‘bail on June
Ending his five-month

“The outgoing CM is said
to be “upset™ over the de-
yelopment. though he has
denied this, and & likely to
be given a riew responsibil
ity as the chairper:

INDIA bloc -:oondin
cnmnunee in the S(jle or
of

resigned as
Chief Minister in January
shortly before he was ta-
ken into custody by the En-
forcement Directorate in 3

he = A1, sources asid.

presspersons. “I was given
the responsibility by the

that e was =0l ~rwn; hard
for every vote™ » PAGE

money case
linked to an alleged land
scam. He was released on

ow.
the alliance has decided in
favour of Hemant Soren fi.”

Change of guard: Outgoing Sharkhand CM Champai Soren, JMM
leader Hermant Scren and State Congress chief Rajesh Thakur

rreeting Gevernor C2.

he said. Alliance partners

gress chief R
were present at the meet-

ing of legislators from the

1-led alliance unanimously elect Hemant. who was released on bail in a money laundering case on June 28,
i s IMM of playing dynastic politics

third term of Chief Minister
for a unified

‘We must rise above
politics for peace in
Manipur, says Modi

NEW DELHI

In his first decailed re-
marks on the Manipur con-
flice

ahead of upcoming
State elections in October
his yeai, a JMM leader
m.) now be invited by the

overnor to take cath as
S Tor the whird dme on

Thursday.
Jharkhand BP president
Babulal Marand said
people outside Shibu so—
ren’s family are only ©

porary faces in the Juv
accusing the family of us-

Ranchion e needs and reqs nts.
Zic is clear that once a
INDIA = coalifon = who dynast. always a dynast.
reach
the change of guard, and nfpm Soren

met the Governor to pro-

ed Hemant Soren for a

was no!hlng \>\.I\' a facade
created t %k democrat-
= sadd e spol(espemon

pd mpuu from PTD

Hathras stampede toll hits 121; organiser
pins blame on ‘anti-social elements’

HATHEAS

With the death ¢oll in dhe

the prayer meeting; said a
ruckus was created by -
ti-soctal elements™
left the event.

“1 express deepest
dolence to the families of

ery of the injured,” Mr. Pal
ingh said, adding that he

will take legal action
the “anti-social
elements™.

Chief Minister Yogi Adk

the possibility of a
“conspiracy~ behind the

stampede, and said the ac-
cused will be punished.

be conducted into the inci-
dent,” Mr. Adityanath said
after’ meeting the injured
and the kin of the de-

“whose conspiracy Is
this?~
FIR against aide

The police have filed an
FIR against a close aide of
Mr. Pal Singh but did not
name as an ac-
cused. The FIR said follow-
ers of the preacher had

o ce.
why Mr. Pal Singh,

alkso kn as Bhole b

was not named as an ac-

used by the pol
Adityanath sald prima fa-
cie, the case has been filed

those who had ap-

cme
3

Struck by grief: A villager who last his mother, wife and daughter in the stampede being consoled after
their burial 3t Hathras in Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday. 2% MOCRTHY

plied for permission for the

©On the Opposition’s alle-
gations that the law and or-
der situation in the State
has deteriorated and the
government is trying to
hide the death toll, Mr- Ad-

styanath said, “Some peo-
ple have a o dig

have shared pm

Akhilesh
ing in previous meetings of
the godman._

KIN CONTINUE SEARCH

26/11 accused Rana
can be extradited,
says U.S. attorney

wrie challenging the court

since
ethnic violence broke out
inche Stae over & year ago,
i Narendra
Modi told the Rajya Sabha

«cial tensions” in the State
are deep-rooted.
About 11,000 FIRs have
been registered and over
people arrested so far,
he said, noting that when a
similar’ but more violent
rest took place in the
State in 1993, the violence
had lasted for five years.

pur
ject them, There is a long
bisory of soclal tensions
that are d d.

Narendra Modi

as well, he added.
At least 221 people have
and more than

been Llled 2
displaced
e ettt eensions et
ei people

ple erupted into violence
in the State on May 3, 2023

NEET issue
Addressing the alleged ir-
regularities which have

guineed the conduct of the

NEET examinatios
Vear, the DM said that i
was taking

have to act wisely. \I\haev
er wants to

strong action agalns those

peacebullding 1o el

come,” Mr. Modi said.
n reply to the de-
bate on the Modon of

he noted that Ma-
nipur had been subject to
President’s Rule on 10 oc-

partics 1o rise above parey

WASHINGTON order, which acceded adding that the party’s past
he request of the U.S. gor Mr. Modl said that incl-  sins. s -
rigin Canad: that the 261 | dentsof tion of E could
business ur  Mumbai terror attacks ac- | down in not be erased simply by
Rana, wanted In India for cused be extradited to | that schools and other in-  waving the book.
his role in the 2 Mum-  India stitutions were functioning ots at the
bai terror attacks, i d = is o The Centreand ~ Congress for its statement
stable under the plain pro-  India under State governments are  that was
visi of the U.S.-India of the treaty, and | working together and the grow irrespective
extradition treaty, a U.S.at- I has established prob- | smalless units are being  of who w. power, he
torney has T able cause to prosecute | brought a 1o bring d thar some “intelligent
Assistant U.S. Attor: him for his role in terrorist | peace In The pe believe that Indi

ng
closing argument before a

of Appeals,
whare Ra

deaths and 239 injuries,”
Mr. Alden said.
Rana faces charges for
his role in the Mumbai at-
tacks own 1o be

in Los Angeles, filed the

American terrorist David
Coleman Headley. one of
the main conspirators of
the artacks.

al Disaster Response Force
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Spike in pollution levels may raise death
rates in cities with cleaner air, says study

Hard te Breathe: Dethi had about 12,000 deaths linked to air

cubic metre fncresaciin the
exposure
period, the

From ais pollution, Del-
hi had about 12,000 deaths

ath rates more than pollution per year between 2008 and 2019, FLE PHOTS that the risk of mortall
Dethi, whi much rose more quickly at lower
higher background levels  to daily air poliution that PM 2.5 levels but plateaued
of air Delhi resident is as levels increased. Signifi-
erall, however, citles  subjected to, says a first-of- cantly, we found mortality
that had high pollution its-kind multi-city analysis risk to be very high (2.65%)
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Spike in pollution levels may raise death
rates in cities with cleaner air, says study

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

A spike in air pollution in
Indian cities that have
cleaner air may raise death
rates higher than in cities
that have higher pollution
loads. Thus, the same in-
crease in air pollution in,
say, Bengaluru, can raise
death rates more than in
Delhi, which has much
higher background levels
of air pollution.

Overall, however, cities
that had high pollution
loads saw a greater fraction
of annual deaths attributa-
ble to air pollution, with
11.5% of Delhi’s annual
deaths attributable to air
pollution, and 4.8% in Ben-
galuru. The latter’s popula-
tion had 30% the exposure

Hard to breathe: Delhi had about 12,000 deaths linked to air
pollution per year between 2008 and 2019. FILE PHOTO

to daily air pollution that
an average Delhi resident is
subjected to, says a first-of-
its-kind multi-city analysis
in India that studied the
health effects of short-term
exposure to air pollution,
published in the peer-re-
viewed Lancet Planet
Health.

The scientists analysed
pollution and death regis-

try data from Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Mum-
bai, Pune, Shimla, and Va-
ranasi.

Nearly 30,000 deaths,
or 7.2% of the annual
deaths in the 10 cities,
were due to short-term PM
2.5. The total daily deaths
in these cities rose by 1.42%
for every 10 microgram per

cubic metre increase in the
average PM 2.5 exposure
over a two-day period, the
study found.

From air pollution, Del-
hi had about 12,000 deaths
per year and Shimla 59 a
year — the lowest among
the 10 cities — between
2008 and 2019.

“Our findings confirmed
that the risk of mortality
rose more quickly at lower
PM 2.5 levels but plateaued
as levels increased. Signifi-
cantly, we found mortality
risk to be very high (2.65%)
even when analysing days
with PM 2.5 levels below
the current Indian national
air quality standard of 60
microgram per cubic
metre,” the authors, from
multiple institutes in Eu-
rope and India, reported.

A INX

DEATHS INCITIES

Average number of
deaths attributable to
air pollution every year

Delhi 11,964
Mumbai 5,091
Kolkata 4678
Chennai 2,870
Ahmedabad 2,495
Bengaluru 2,102
Hyderabad 1,597
Pune 1,367
Varanasi 831

Shimla 39




* Impact of Pollution on Death Rates

* A spike in air pollution in cities with cleaner air can raise death rates
more than in highly polluted cities.

* Example: Bengaluru can see higher death rates increase compared to
Delhi despite lower baseline pollution levels.



e Annual Deaths Due to Air Pollution

e Cities with high pollution loads have a greater fraction of annual
deaths attributable to air pollution.

* 11.5% of annual deaths in Delhi are due to air pollution.
* 4.8% of annual deaths in Bengaluru are due to air pollution.






* Specific Findings
* Delhi had about 12,000 deaths per year due to air pollution.

* Shimla had the lowest number of deaths (59 per year) among the 10
cities.

* The risk of mortality rose more quickly at lower PM 2.5 levels but
plateaued as levels increased.

* Mortality risk remained high (2.65%) even at PM 2.5 levels below the
current Indian national air quality standard of 60 micrograms per
cubic meter.



1.Health Effects of Short-term Exposure
1. Short-term exposure to PM 2.5 significantly impacts mortality rates.

2. The study emphasizes the urgent need for stricter air quality standards and
effective pollution control measures.



* Q: According to the study mentioned in the article, what is a significant

finding regarding the impact of air pollution on death rates in Indian
cities?

* A) The increase in air pollution has a uniform impact on death rates across
all cities regardless of their baseline pollution levels.
B) Cities with cleaner air experience a higher increase in death rates due to
a spike in air pollution compared to highly polluted cities.
C) Only cities with high pollution loads see a significant increase in death
rates due to air pollution.

D) The risk of mortality does not change with varying levels of PM 2.5
exposure.
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Petition in SC
seeks panel to
probe Hathras
stampede

NEW DELHL

A writ petition was filed in
Supreme

mpede
Which has seen over 121
deaths.

e petition
vocate Vishal Tiwarl
asked the couwrt to lay
down safety guidelines for
mass meetings and public
gatherings.

The incident happened
during a prayer me
held by a selfstyled god-
man, Narayan Saakar Hari,
in Harthras of Uttar
Pradesh. The event had
teirs & e

~Several s
up from Thil Morrine o
Gent of stampede thereby
questioning the duty and
lapse of State Government

filed by ad-
also

and Municipal Corpora-
tions,” the petition
submitted.

It urged the court to di-
rect the Uttar Pradesh go-
vernment to submit a sta-
tus repore and indtlace legal
action against those
acted

ol measures.

Hathras stampede: amid the
dead, search on for the living

The district hospital staff s

v have never seen a trage:

¢ of such scale: people at the village

where the event was held say the death toll is higher than what the government has put out

HATHREAS

he tragedy of the
Hathras stampede
that left 121 dead
kepe emolding fa

‘was asked to uncover
10 bodies which were lying
;. of

him to ask if he had man-

nd the two. After
weeping for a few minutes,
a distraught Mr. Jatav left
for Al

ligarh.
The Hathras hospital

I shock:

ined cries after the burial of his mother, wife and

daughter after the stampede at Hathras on Tuesday. & % NOORTHY

staff said they have not
seen a human tragedy of
such scale. “There were
piles of bodies on the floor
of the hospital yesterday.
There was no span.e W
walk” a statfer

At Phulral \.-maae in the
Stkandrarau area, whes
the meeting s held, a
crowd gathered to witness
the ensic

lorries were ful
opie 1eit the apot with the
bodies of their kin before
the police could arrive and
take them for post-mortem
examination. The number
of dead in this incident is
far more than what is being
told by the g nment,”

Satendar Bhavnol from

Phulral village
~ men gathered at
the venue and threw
stones at the posters of Na-
s Hari, the self-

rayan
styled godman who is be-

Kishida and

Russian Embassy in Ind
posted on X.

‘Family of Agniveer killed
in landmine blast will get
compensation of X1.65 cr’

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Army late on Wednes-

a ox-
imasely TLAS: Froxe. The
t the

Army e

Cemaluments due to a fal-

len hero are paid expedi-

tiously™ to the next of kin
Lt

& by side: Congress leader Rabwul Gandhi with the father of

an
£y from Defence Mi-
nister Rajnath Singh

ing held for
the stampede by the locals_

Vishal Kumar, who hails
from Mathura, said he is
vet to find his mother who
was at the meeting.

At Sokhna village, Vinod
was yet to accept that he
lost his mother, wife,
10-year-old daughter in the
st

ampede.
He fainted every no:
and then while preparing

“Certain posts on social
media have brought out
that compensation hasn't
been paidto the nexs of kin

eer jay Kumar
who lost his life in the line

Lilled on japuary 18 i a
landmine near the
Line of Contrel Rajouri

distrlc! of Jammu and
hmir.
T98.39 lakh
the tof a nt due,
the family of Agniveer Ajay
has already n  paid
298,39 lakh. the Army said.

.85 crore compenaation,
this

e officials sasd
Ieiades S48 TAkh o i
rance from the vern-
ment, SO lakh as insu-
rance  from  fnancial

ns under & memo-
andum of understanding
and an nal sum of

been paid to the family of
Ag\tveer Ajay Singh.

In addition, an ex gratia

of 44 lakh, <8 Lakh from

the Army welfare fund. 713

lakh as ba-

nal a
shortly,

verificati
total amount will be T1.65

crore approximarely:”
Giving a break-up of the

lance of pay till completion
g€ tils cenure, and Seva Nid-
i fund

—wrould be peld atter
process,
stated.

Rajinder Khanna is
Addltlonal National
Security Adviser

NEW DELHI

kY
Council

while al maintaining
continuity.
Pavan K. T, Secre-

tary (Weso) in the External

Affairs Ministry. has been

appointed Deputy National
ity Adviser (NSA).

In a significant move,
Rajinder Khanna, Deputy
NSA and former chief of tn-

ernal intelligence

puty NSA (T&D) since Janu-
ary 2018. As in most other
appointments, this signals
continuity in the NSCS
00" officials said.

e appointment of Mr.

Kapoor as

pointment is of T. V. Ravi-
chandran, IPS, as the De-
puty NSA in place of Mr.
Khanna. He is serving as
Special Director in the In-
relligence Bureau.
With the: s, ef-
fectively there will be an
Additional NSA in addition
to three Deputy NSAs un-
der NSA Ajit Doval. At the
same time, forme
curis

nent presentative in
New York and Amb:
to the U.S. that are =

et Haillar)

Kashmir, on Wednesday. &

Upendra o i i visit 60 the Sorward locations of Whits Knight Corps and s review of
the secuity situstion along the Line of Comtrol in Poorch, Jamme and

Centre issues advisory
for ads on food and
health products only

tion certificate by the ad-

NEW DELHE vertisers/advertising agen-
cies has been made
The ¥ of Infi the Broad

on
Seva Portal for TV/radio ad-
vertisements and on the
portal of the Press Council

of India for the advertise-

purpose.
According to a senior
Digital N

3. 2024, and June 5, 2024,
rtising

sociation | DNPAY olﬁ:e-

ers/.
issuing

ments for products and

services related to food

and health sectors have
be.

tificate on these platforms,
able.

ing these sectors are only
required to provide the
anmually.

According

uploading the self-declara-

uploading the self-declara-
tion to the media stakehol-
ders concerned for the re-
con

Mother, son

instances of mob violence
are on the rise in West Ben-
gal. Recently, a mother and
Zon were beaten up alles-

No Indian industry presence in Board
of National Research Foundation

2cob K.
NEW DELHI

The Executive and Govern-

han
Foundation (ANRF) — a
high-level body

Lay of 250,000 crore from

Science Mllus(el‘ Jiten-
dra Singh had said this in

& ghve staseghc divection

the passage of the Bill in
i Last year.

edly by a T o

gress stro e Aviaia: | e aan S Trereer

ha in North 24 Parganas. | tion from Indian

The incident that was | suggests a perusal of the

caught on camera has sur- ist of members made pu-

faced online. blic by the Ministry of
The prime accused, | Science and Technol

ical.
This incident came to
light barely after a couple

strongman Tajmul Haque,
also known as JJCB", was
seen beating up = couple

logy
(MoST) earlser this week.

the ANRE
ouid be among the major
beneficlaries the
structure.

The absence of Indian

of relmions outslde mar-

cm
*

st 202 expected
by hav-

ing close to 36,000 crore

or 70% year out-

organi-
into

sation or industry~,
the Board.
The 15-member Govern-

seeks o
promote basic research in
science and engineerng.

phony Technology Croup:
er Am

indian Institute of Science,

and the Tata Institute of
Fundament: H
Ajay  Sood, Principal

the Ministers of Science,
Education. and the Se-
cretaries of the depart-
ments und.er (he Mo> T.
The
Science and Engineering
Research Board (SERB), es-

= expanaive de.
h

Smart Cities Mission period
extended till March 2025

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre has extended

cities were chosen thro
a competition to be deve-

‘missiol P
ing areas within selected
cities in the ry as mo-

gdevelopment plan, which
is expected to have 2 rub-
off effect on other parts of
the city and nearty citles
and towns.

More than 5,000 multi-
sectoral projects are being

o n
ing Board, as notified by head of the U.S. National gy, Liberal Arts. Social

the aS on- e the

Iy one ind i — Ro- from which the ANRF ties — the ANRF Board has amoau
mesh Wadhwani, s~ draws mspiration. among its members Raghu- | lakh crore

the Sym-

Only two universities
are represented in the Bo-
dy by the Directors of the

Chalr,
n Gouncll of msmncal

Research.
ey |

y the 100 ciries
mting to around
under the SCAE.

As on July 3, the 100 ci-
ties have completed 7,188
Pprojects (90% of total pro-

Under the SCM, 100 cities were
<hesen through a competition
10 be developed a3 smart cties.

jects) ~ amounting 1o
21,44,237 crore as part of
the mi

misston.
The balance 830 pro-
fects amounting to 19,906
in advanced

cated a budget of £48.000
crore for the 100 cities. As
on date, T46,585 crore or
97% of the aflocated bud-
£t has been released.

Out of these funds re-
leased to the cities, 93%
have been usilised as on
date.

“The misston has been
gesting multiple requests
from some States/city go-

ongoing projects are in ad-
vanced i stage o implemen-
tation d due
o unous on- grmmd <on-
ditions. Taking cognisance
of these requests, the Go-
vernment of India has ex-
tended the mission period

complete these e
10% projects,” the state-
ment said._

This extension has been
informed to the citles that
uld be w any ad-
ditional <
alzeady appr e Aot
location under the mis-

Amx




Smart Cities Mission period
extended till March 2025

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre has extended
the Smart Cities Mission
(SCM) under the Union Ur-
ban Development Ministry
till March 31, 2025.

Under the SCM,
launched in June 2015, 100
cities were chosen through
a competition to be deve-
loped as smart cities. The
mission envisions develop-
ing areas within selected
cities in the country as mo-
del areas based on an area
development plan, which
is expected to have a rub-
off effect on other parts of
the city and nearby cities
and towns.

More than 8,000 multi-
sectoral projects are being
developed by the 100 cities
amounting to around 1.6
lakh crore under the SCM.

As on July 3, the 100 ci-
ties have completed 7,188
projects (90% of total pro-

chosen through a competition
to be developed as smart cities.

jects) amounting to
%1,44,237 crore as part of
the mission.

The balance 830 pro-
jects amounting to 19,926
crore are also in advanced
stages of completion, an of-
ficial statement said on
Wednesday.

The mission has an allo-
cated a budget of 348,000
crore for the 100 cities. As
on date, ¥46,585 crore or
97% of the allocated bud-
get has been released.

Out of these funds re-
leased to the cities, 93%
have been utilised as on
date.

“The mission has been
getting multiple requests
from some States/city go-
vernment representatives
to grant some more time to
complete the balance 10%
projects. These balance
ongoing projects are in ad-
vanced stage of implemen-
tation and got delayed due
to various on-ground con-
ditions. Taking cognisance
of these requests, the Go-
vernment of India has ex-
tended the mission period
up to March 31, 2025 to
complete these balance
10% projects,” the state-
ment said.

This extension has been
informed to the cities that
it would be without any ad-
ditional cost, beyond the
already approved financial
allocation under the mis-
sion.



e The Smart Cities Mission (SCM) has been extended
till March 31, 2025.

e Managed by the Union Urban Development Ministry.



* Objectives and Scope
* Launched in June 2015.

* 100 cities chosen through a competition to be developed as smart
cities.

* Envisions developing selected areas to influence the broader city and
nearby towns.



* Project Development

e Over 8,000 multi-sectoral projects underway.

* Total budget allocation: X1.6 lakh crore.

* As of July 3, 2023, 7,188 projects completed (90% of total projects).






 Completion and Requests
e 830 projects worth X19,926 crore in advanced stages.

* Multiple requests from states and city representatives for more time
to complete the remaining 10% of projects.

 Government extended the mission period without additional costs
beyond the already approved financial allocation.



* Key Statistics

* 100 cities chosen for development.

* 7,188 projects completed out of 8,000.

e X1,44,237 crore allocated for the mission.
* 93% of funds utilized.

* Extension granted due to on-ground delays and to ensure project
completion.



 What is the primary reason for the extension of the Smart Cities
Mission (SCM) period till March 31, 2025?

* A) To include more cities in the mission.
B) To allocate additional funds for new projects.
C) To provide additional time to complete the remaining 10% of
projects.
D) To revise the objectives of the mission.
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In a repeat of 2023, vegetable
prices upset family budgets

s situarion will ease soon, bt wholesale prices of tomaro huve gone up by 65.7%, onion by

Consurmeer Affairs Minis|
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‘Are vou well?” Delhi HC asks

man seeking to debar Modi

The Drelhi High Court on Wednesday
me binister Narendra

‘Captain Deepak Kumar.

dismisser]

Eein ettt e petisioner,

er Affairs Ministry. Last
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year, on July 3, the price

rouched 2250 for a kg of to-
maro in varicous places.

The price of ondon too ks
on the rise. Wednesday's
alb-india  average  regail

for a ke of onlon was.
TAZAS, increase  of
3109 from the June price
of taz.E0. A r ago, on
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the price was 235 00,
showing a 69.57% increase

year-on-ypear. The price of
s also

The all-dndia age retail

fce was 13465 on Wed
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was T20.97 and year, it

ice saw an increase
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responding date last year.
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Sreass in the price of toma

. and the sit.
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days, bur it would
e Talgghues thaam that of last
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ed the official sakd.
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would come dowmn.

CBI arrests
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leak case
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The Central Burean of In-
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purported role in the
incident. They were ident
fied as — a Hi mewspap-
er journalist jamahsddin,
Oasis School Pri
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Principal Imtiaz Alam
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wvolved in the racket were
Manish Prakash and Ashuo-

Boys
School rent in Pama's
Khemnichalk, re
leaked rs e al -
edly disiributed 1o the 2o
o 25 candi s pathered
Te the eve of the test,

India to host
46th UNESCO
heritage
panel session

MEW DELHI

The 46th session of the LN-

ed by over 2,500 delegates
from State Parties, advisc-
ry bodies, senior diplo-
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viskonal agenda and tioet-
able for the meets

world  Heritage
Committes has enta-
rives from I State Parties

NCERT textbooks for three subjects
of Class 6 will reach students late

nierd Porects
NEW DELHI

students of Class & will be

without  textbooks — for
mathemarics, sclence and
social sckences as schools

reopen for the academic

year 2024-3S in July. The

introdcrion e
atiomal

ol
The NCERT had said
that in 2024-25, stsdents of
Classes 3 and & would get
ook,

e
~wWhile

new
for Class 3 have hit the mar-
ks, the entios ot i Clas
not yer
Svaniable to Snsders, leme
ing students with no text-
books to study Fom” an
official from the Educa
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textbocks for all grades
within seven months of
constituting the NSTC by
February. The deadline
was later revised, and it
was decided that only stu-

dents of Classes 3 and &
il ger mew textbooks this

t e print
with the old sylla-
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1990
while the firs
don was published in the
1950s, between ZDDZ and
2004, under the
ernrnent of Aral

Assam floods claim 8 more
lives as death toll rises to 46;
16.25 lakh people affected

The Hindu Burean
GUWAHATE

The second wave of Boods

factors beyond the control
of the Stage.

‘Officials of the Assam
Stare Disaster Management
Authority  {ASDMAY  said
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Ma spokesperson sasd.
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MA said 16.25 lakh peaple
huave

g,
Kaziranga Mational
Park and T r Heserwve,

house shift their belongngs 1o a
sater place in Mangaon district on Tuesday. RITL RA KONWAS

suthorities rescued 65 ani-
mnals while 11 died, most of

eer.
Earbier, the Chief Minis-

&0 the World Heris Con- thin tao mond has not recefued drafiz of  English, Hindd and Urdo —
wention {(1972) elected by Last July, the Ministry the new books for sockal re available
the General i il Bimieiey soupces said there  gresa Tant wemk of May. an ASD.  crable bevel. The park <
ST IO EL FATTH
- -

14 wacstien? Cold wm England? Come with wine and
7=

smemauny dacurm

B Flunking with his stupid, unrealstic idea (7.8)
B sSmall racic enthusiast is fake {a)

10 Dous: papular judgement (10)

A1 Shut if cut far peep (5

13 Some job structures hinder progress (8)

AT Pilot carred trash of sticky stufl that catches insects (&)

19 Make thinner, air fry meybe (6)

21 These fishers with Al can make mineral water (L0}

22 Prece's abaut right! Gratist {a}

I3 pefer to nothing, talk snd argue svssively after lasing
o, foe example 15]

Down
Hesght could be 12 5567 (6}
Farney warking hard in marketplace, at start {4}
TSt o scaring 1 in 100 {8}
e Bar Lady ¥i Offscer, alane

a

2

3

2 4
and stightly mare than hall mad (5.5)

5 Group af entertsmers travelling abaust, masthy with
people in general (51

6  Short swashbuckding Indian batsmar's small escapade,
Bets runs, stands tall Gl Burj Hhalifa! (10}

T Onewha implements seme regirmen far certain? (5)

12 Cosmetic item for lowd master keeping Germany in
<onrel (4,60

1S  Hypersensithve - every it of energy s consurmed at

start! (8)

16 Unkrawn street guard (8)

18 Guietly arriwe at address (6]

20w fire and icet Most wild! (8)

Iz FoBawing the law for contract (4]

8|1

2

N|®

(o2

4
8
rd

AN

CrEE——

rd

AT

5|8

v

CAFFICULTY RATING : ke e

sctuti o 0 yesterday's Sudakis
= ] g8 4.5 37 21]
- E 217815714885
& = 5101.: 1Bk 1)
B ™ e/ 5 1I3/a/2[819]7]
B R = H 27 8|5 691 a3
= 4 1.8 7|26
TR m 32 rlal1]/4a[9/5]6]
SmEnmanaE oS 16 9|2 3 5la Fig)
e o e e salas|Flal&l3[1]2]

Pay a visit to Divya Desams

We often face hindrances in material and spiritual pro-
gress. The supreme being is ever alert to the needs of
those who reach out to Him for succour. The more grmma
one develops, the better. One way to achbeve this ks to visit
the Vaishnavite Divya Desams. Even the Pandavas visited a
number of sthalams in south ndia in onder to expiate their
sims which they felt they had incurred due to the war, sabd
Dushyanth Sridhar in a discourse.

Oibstackes are a way of life and one should seelk divine
help to surmount them. The sthala puranam associated
with the waramn

the river, = araswati in Her tracks. Th

bridge topping
St ere Being always hoeds o the prayes of His Bkt




India to host
46th UNESCO
heritage
panel session

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The 46th session of the UN-
ESCO World Heritage Com-
mittee, being hosted by In-
dia from July 21-31, will be
held at the Bharat Manda-
pam in New Delhi.

The event will be attend-
ed by over 2,500 delegates
from State Parties, adviso-
ry bodies, senior diplo-
mats, heritage experts,
scholars, and researchers
from 195 countries, a se-
nior official said. State Par-
ties are countries which
have adhered to the World
Heritage Convention.

Sources said the event,
being organised by the Ar-
chaeological Survey of In-
dia, is likely to be inaugu-
rated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. UNESCO
has already released a pro-
visional agenda and timet-
able for the meeting.

The World Heritage
Committee has representa-
tives from 21 State Parties
to the World Heritage Con-
vention (1972) elected by
the General Assembly.
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Sensex 80,000: Doubles
in 5 yrs, took 12 to climb
from 20,000 to 40,000

HITESHVYAS
Sacorae mrnzw
MUMBA: ¥

AMONTH AFTER the Lok Sabha
election results were declared
the BSE's 30-share Sensex
crossed the 80,000 mask for the
firsz tismse on V during

MOVING UP

Intraday trades. The sl took
meady dee waxatis o 1 s
4005 10.3dd 10,000 points. after it
Surpassed the 70,500 level on
December 11. 2023. as a hast of
factors like expectarions of conts
nuity in government policies.
highes econoersc growth forecast
and heavy domestic fund buying
boosted the bullish fervous

The Sensex jumped 54535
points, or 0.65 per cent, o end at

79.966.8 on Wednesday It hit a
e peak of S0.074 during intra-
day trades, rising 632 85 paines.
The broader Nifty 50 added
162,65 points. or 067 per ce
close at an all-time high of
The rise in domestic indices
on Wednesday was boosted by
large caps, with financials taking
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Amaravati to irrigation
projects: Armed with
wishlist, Naidu in Delhi

SREENIVAS JANYALA
& RITIKA CHOPRA
HYDERASAD

NEW DELHI JULY 3

WITH Along his stace.
Andhis Prsdeti Chier Miniotes
Chandrababu Naidu will spend
Thursday and Friday in the na-

After storming to power
the recently concluded
Assembly elections and emerg-
ing as the second Largest NDA
constituent in the Lok Sabha, this
15 the first time Naidu s gong to
meet Union Ministers specifi-
<cally for issues related 1o his

Focus for
his first
® Delhitrip

WHILE SPECIAL category
Statiss for Andia Praden
has been a longstanding
dernand, Naidu's focus
during this trip is Ekely to
be on pressing foe funds
for peojects considered
clase to his heart.
including the Amaravati
redevelopment.

state. He had earlser attended
Prisme Minister Narendra Modi's
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Out on bail,
Soren set to
return as CM,
Champai quits
| . Soren had
resigned
before arvest

five months

or ago

ABHISHEK ANGAD
RANC LY s
JHARKHAND CHIEF Minister
Champai Soren ca Wednesday
stepped down from the post.
paving the way foe his predeces-
soe and harkhand Mukn Morcha
JMM) executive president
Hemant Sosen's retum as ChL

Wednesday evening and ten-
dered his sesignation Aftes which

“E 1932

T7.00 (78 BIHAR & RAIPUR, T12 SRINAGAR) WW W.INDIANEXPRESS COM

STAMPEDE TOLL 121, CM ORDERS JUDICIAL PROBE

Abhunoy Saha

OPP WALKS OUT FROM RS

Hope for peace,
violence down:
PM on Manipur

Targets Gandhis, says family makes a
Dalit take blame for election defeats

VIKASPATHAK
NEW/DELH

Hathras preacher claimed he could ..o
revive dead, was arrested in 2000

NEETIKA JHA
&

an “excecist” who “gess didofevil
Spirits™. and a “godman™ with

“magical = wh grant

FATHRAS. LUCKNOW.JULY 3

usest to form the
Fariier in the day, the ruling
coalition’s 45 MLAs elected
Hemant as their leader and. ac-
cording to insiders, convinced
Chamipai 1o step down to ensure
2 smocth transfer of power.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

2 SAKARV .
“Bhole Baba', the local preacher
who addressed the “satsang” in
Hatheas where the stampede oc-
curved on Tuesday — the toll rase
to 121 on Wednesday — is
reverad by his followers who be-
Eeve he's a~healer with “cures’

their wishes.

in fact, his alleged claim of
4 wers™ even got him
arrested in Agra in 2000, when
be allegedly took the body of 3
16-year-old girt forcibly from her
family. clalsrng he would bring
bes back to life. The case was
later cf

Over more than fwo decades

MANY NON-INDIAN PIECES OUT, REFERENCES TO BHARAT IN
Revamped Class 6 English language
textbook has content ‘Made in India’

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
NEW DELHL JULY 3

THE NEW English Languuage tex:
book for CLass 6 titled "Poorvi’,
among the first o be developed
by NCERT in line with the

tional Curriculusm Framework
(NCF) 2023, has a revasmped con-
tent with most chapters rooted

i 2n Indian contexe, with refer-
ences to Indian culture. tradition,

Ms Beam™ for exam-
ple — the new textbook, exce;

Sor five poems by non-indian u-
thors. has most of its content.
which included nine prose

preces, situated in ndian setrings
with Indian charactess.

In conzrast. the old book had
eight poems. seven of which
were by non-indian suthoes: and
eight prose pieces, five of which
were by non-indian authoss and

the new National Education
CONTIN AGE 2

now. after leaving the Uttar
Pradesh Police in the 1990s
where he was Constable Suraj
Pal from Kasganj. to become a
self-styled religios preacher, he
has gathered a considerable fol-
towing — mostly low-incame
Dalit £amilies. where the men are

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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BuUSINESS As Usua
By UNNY

rupced his speech in Lok Sabha
by rasing slogans on the issue of
Manipus, Prime Minister

ncira Mods said Wednesday

clined in the state rodied by eth-
nic dashes.

Replying to the debate in
Rajya Sabha on the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s
Address Modi uid

PM Narendra Modi in Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday. Av

Ztmscclementywhose addin
flsed > the Mar 2
1 request them to ul)p this.

be no palirics over the happen.

Atime
willl reject them.” he: u-J tlc iso
2

ings in the state and

Manipur seeks 5,000
PMAY units, enhanced
allocation for security

AMRITANAYAK DUTTA
NEW DELF

AHEAD OF the of

5.000 units of housing for vio-

lence-affected victinms s 3 spe-

cial project under the Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY), and
d atlocat

the Union Budget, the Manipar
government has

Centre with 3 wishlist that in-
cludes demand for additional
funds over and above the 10%
usually earmarked from gross
budgetary support for North-
Eaststates financial support for

Express that these issues
flazged to the Finance Ministry
during the pre-Budget meeting

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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We want to be part of planetary defence
mission, study asteroid: ISRO Chairman

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, JULY 3

ISROIS keen on participatingina
planetary defence mission in
space and study the asteroid
Apophis when it comes close to
the Earth, ISRO Chairman S
Somanath said in Bengaluru on
Wednesday:.

“When Apophis comes in
2029, we should be able to go
and meet this asteroid whenit s
very close to Earth. It is a one-
time opportunity and India
should be part of such efforts. It
is yet to be decided in what way
we should participate,”
Somanath said.

Discovered in 2004, Apophis
was seenas a potential contender
to have a collision with the Earth.
But subsequent measurements
have shown that there was norisk
of Apophisimpacting the Earth for
at least a century, according to
NASA. In 2029, however, it would
make afly-by of the Earthatadis-
tance of about 32,000 km. NASA
has redirected one of its opera-
tional spacecraft to study this as-
teroid, and this spacecraft would

ISRO chief S Somanath
speaks at Antariksh Bhavan
in Bengaluru, Wednesday. P11

getas near to Apophisas4,000km
onApril 23,2029.Itwill therefore,
keep following the asteroid for 18
months tomapitsterrainand un-
derstand its chemical make-up.

ISRO s looking at working in
some capacity to study the aster-
oid Apophis when it is 32,000
km away from Earth in 2029 to
prepare for planetary defence ef-
forts, ISRO scientists said.

“We must provide whatever
support we can in the asteroid
mission to participate and learn.
We are eager to spread our
knowledge,” Somanath said.

Referring to NASA's Double

Asteroid Redirection Test (DART)
mission in 2022, which facili-
tated the change of trajectory of
an asteroid in deep space, he
said, “When there is information
that an asteroid will strike Earth
ina couple of years, there will be
ademand to act. It would be bet-
ter if we act when there is no
threat. This is why there are
many missions to go near aster-
oids and understand them. One
of themis DART.”

“Itis amission toshowitis pos-
sibletochange the asteroid trajec-
tory a little and cause it to depart
from its course. If we can change
the trajectory, it will miss Earth by
a whisker. That will be good
enough to save Earth,” he said.

DART showed that a space-
craft's kineticimpact withits tar-
get asteroid, Dimorphos, had
successfully altered its orbit.
“This marks humanity's first
time purposely changing the
motion of a celestial object and
the first full-scale demonstration
of asteroid deflection technol-
ogy,” NASA had stated in 2022.

As a major space-faring na-
tion with the capability "to carry
out complex missions of taking a

spacecraft from one place to an-
other", Somanath said India "will
one day be in a position to han-
dle an asteroid mission, land on
an asteroid and possibly carry
out a planetary defense action to
protect Earth".

“We should start by collabo-
rating with other nations that
have already started work in this
area. For example, there is Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency
(JAXA),which has gonetoanas-
teroid and collected samples.
There are also many other agen-
cies,” he said.

Associate director of ISRO's
Telemetry, Tracking and
Command Centre (ISTRAC), Anil
Kumar AK said, "In 2004, our ob-
servatories were able to see an
object 340 meters in size was
coming close. Our people calcu-
lated with the available data that
the threat of this object coming
and impacting Earth is more
than one in 100 probability
which is a high risk."

"The object is known as
Apophis and its sphereis 360 days
which is almost one Earth year
and asaresultitcanbe seenoften
in the vicinity of Earth,” he said.



e [SRO aims to study asteroid Apophis as part of a planetary defence

mission.

e Chairman S Somanath highlighted this interest during a talk in
Bengaluru.

e Apophis will come close to Earth in 2029, presenting a unique
opportunity.



* Details on Apophis
e Discovered in 2004, initially considered a collision threat to Earth.
e Later measurements showed no risk for at least a century.

* Will make a close fly-by at a distance of 32,000 km from Earth in
2029.



NASA's Role and DART Mission

NASA redirected a spacecraft to study
Apophis and understand its makeup.

DART mission in 2022 successfully
demonstrated asteroid deflection by
altering the trajectory of Dimorphos.

DART's success is humanity’s first step
in changing the motion of a celestial
object for planetary defence.




ISRO's Preparation and Collaboration

ISRO plans to get as close as 4,000 km
to Apophis on April 23, 2029.

Will study the asteroid for 18 months
to understand its terrain and makeup.

Collaboration with international space
agencies, like JAXA, for planetary
defence is emphasized.




* Technological and Observational Capabilities

e ISRO’s Telemetry, Tracking, and Command Centre (ISTRAC) and other
observatories can track objects up to 340 meters in size.

 Calculation of Apophis’s impact threat shows it has a higher than 1 in
100 probability, indicating significant risk.



1.Future Aspirations

1. India’s goal to be a major space-faring nation with the capability to handle
asteroid missions and potentially protect Earth.

2. Importance of international collaboration and technological advancement in
planetary defence.



* What is the primary reason for ISRO's interest in the asteroid
Apophis?
* A) To prove India’s technological superiority in space missions.

B) To study and prepare for potential planetary defence against

asteroid threats.
C) To establish a permanent space station near the asteroid.

D) To carry out a commercial mining operation on Apophis.



FASTEST-EVER 10,000-POINT RALLY

SENSEX TOPS 80,000

Closes just shy of
the historic mark;
banks drive gains

VIVEK KUMAR M
Mumbai, July 3

THE RECORD-BREAKING rally of
equities crossed a fresh milestone
on Wednesday as Sensex touched
the 80,000-point mark for the first
time. With this, the benchmark
index of 30 stocks hasregistered its
fastest-ever 10,000-point rally,
rising from 70,000 to 80,000 in just
136 trading sessions.

In comparison, the benchmark
index took nearly 1,000 days on
average for each of its previous five
10,000-point rallies.

On Wednesday, Sensex rose
545.34 points or 0.7% to close at
79,986.80, after hitting a record
high of 80,074.30 intra-day. The
Nifty index also ended with gains
of 0.7% or 162.65 points at
24,286.50 points.

Mahindra & Mahindra, Power
Grid Corp, Bharti Airtel and State
Bank of India (SBI) are the biggest
Sensex gainers in the index’s jour-
ney from 70,000 to 80,000 points.

In the last seven trading ses-
sions, Sensex has hit three mile-

80,013.77
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ANOTHER DAY,
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JOURNEY FROM 70K TO 80K
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( L\ A Industrials [ 42.5
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& 24,286.50 Power [N 40.3
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' MEM
" 0.67% Power Grid [N 7.7
@ | 162.65 Bharti Airte! [ R 41.9
79,441.45 ® 24,123.85 Points s I 35
Close: July 2 Close: July 2 Tata Steel | 38.3

stones — 78,000, 79,000 and
80,000 points.

Nilesh Shah, managing director
atKotak Mahindra AMC, said thisis
ajourney, not a destination. “Early
in June,when the election outcome
came,quite a fewinvestors expected

volatility in the market. But it has
not panned out that way. The flows
have been quite strong,”said Janaki-
raman R, chief investment officer -
emerging markets equity - India,
Franklin Templeton.

As per the provisional data, for-

eign portfolio investors (FPIs)
bought ¥5,483.63 crore worth of
shares on Wednesday,while domes-
tic institutional investors sold
%924.43-crore shares.

Continued on Page 7



Adbul Hamic




* Recently, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief visited the
village Dhamupur in Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh, the native village of
1965 war hero Abdul Hamid.

* He released two books- '‘Mere Papa Paramvir' on Hamid and 'Bharat
ka Musalman’.

e Abdul Hamid was a soldier in the 4th Grenadiers in the Indian Army
who fought and died during the Battle of Asal Uttar in the 1965 India-
Pakistan war.



* Asal Uttar is situated in Punjab near the India-Pakistan border.

* The Battle of Asal Uttar was one of the largest tank battles fought during
the 1965 war, where the Pakistani 1 Armoured Division's offensive was
decimated by the Indian forces.

* The battle resulted in the loss of 97 Patton tanks for the Pakistani Army,
and the surrender of an entire Pakistani armoured regiment.






Aug. 1947

Indian and Pakistani
independence from Britain

Oct. 1947
First Kashmir War
begins

INDIA-PAKISTAN HISTORY OF CONFLICT

1940 ——1950 —1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020

July 1989
Kashmiri Insurgency
Second Kashmir War Indian Parliament Feb. 2019
begins May 1998 Attack Pulwama Attack
Indian Pokhran-II
Dec. 1971 nuclear tests, Pakistan Nov. 2008
Indo-Pakistani War, Chagai nL_JcIeor tests. Mumbai Attacks
Bangladesh becomes an v |;d!tOUOd<;p;‘.s a
' o First Use Policy
independent country Feb. 2007
Samjhauta Express
May 1974 bombings
Indian Pokhran-I nuclear
test, (operation MC’Y_‘| 999
“Smiling Buddha) Kargil War
begins
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Rudram-1




* India successfully test-fires new
generation anti-radiation missile
‘Rudram-1’

« About Rudram-1

 |tis the first indigenous anti-
radiation missile developed by the
DRDO for the Indian Air Force
(IAF).




 Key Features:

« Launch Platform: Sukhoi-
30MKI fighter jets

Guidance System: Inertial
Navigation Systems (INS)-GPS
navigation and Passive
Homing Head for final attack

Range: 100-250 km

Speed: Up to Mach 2 (twice
the speed of sound) e




 Significance

 Enhances IAF’s Suppression of Enemy Air Defence (SEAD)
Capability: Rudram-1 allows the IAF to conduct SEAD operations deep within

enemy territory, neutralizing critical air defense installations and paving the way
for other aircraft to operate safely.

« Force Multiplier: The missile acts as a force multiplier by enhancing the
survivability and effectiveness of air operations.

* Indigenous Development: Its indigenous development is a significant step
towards self-reliance in defense technology.



WHQO's Polio Eradication
Missing Deadline



« The WHO'’s Global Polio Eradication Initiative is set to miss its deadline
of eradicating polio by the end of 2024.

 About

 Polio eradication is one of the top priorities of the World Health Organisation
(WHO).

« Of the 3 strains of wild poliovirus (type 1, type 2 and type 3), wild
poliovirus type 2 was eradicated in 1999 and wild poliovirus type 3 was
eradicated in 2020.

« Endemic wild poliovirus type 1 remains in two countries: Pakistan and
Afghanistan.



« But according to a recent report in
Science, the virus is beginning to
reappear in big cities in these
two countries.

* This reemergence is a result
of vaccine hesitancy due to
misinformation, conflict,
poverty, and limited access to
these isolated regions.

L—‘




 Polio

« Poliomyelitis (polio) is a highly infectious viral disease that largely
affects children under 5 years of age.

* The virus is transmitted by person-to-person spread mainly through the faecal-
oral route or, less frequently, by a common vehicle (e.g. contaminated water or
food) and multiplies in the intestine, from where it can invade the nervous

system and cause paralysis.



« Vaccination: There is no cure for
polio, it can only be prevented.

« Polio vaccine, given multiple
times, can protect a child for
life.

 There are two vaccines
available: oral polio vaccine
and inactivated polio vaccine.
Both are effective and safe.

-




‘Jadui Pitara’



* ‘Jadui Pitara’ -a play-based learning-teaching material tailored for
children between the age group of 3-8 years Developed under the
National Curriculum Framework for Foundational Stage (part of the
implementation of the New Education Policy 2020)

e Available in 13 Indian languages

* Includes playbooks, toys, puzzles, posters, flashcards, storybooks,
and worksheets that reflect local culture and social contexts.






Minami-Torishima island
(Japan)



Researchers discovered 230 million tons of minerals, including cobalt and
nickel, off a remote island 1,200 miles from Tokyo.

This find could supply Japan’s EV battery needs for over a decade. The
seabed near Minami-Torishima island contains 610,000 metric tons of cobalt
and 740,000 metric tons of nickel.

Mining is set to begin in 2025, with commercial extraction expected by 2026.

The discovery is significant as global demand for these minerals is projected to
rise sharply, though deep-sea mining poses technical and environmental
challenges.



Minami-Torishima Island, also
known as Marcus Island, is an

isolated Japanese coral atoll in the
northwestern Pacific Ocean, 1,950
km southeast of Tokyo.

It is Japan’s easternmost territory
and the only one on the Pacific
Plate. The island is shaped like an
equilateral triangle and formed by
a raised coral reef, with flat terrain
and a maximum altitude of 9
meters.
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Word of the day

Pestiferous:

contaminated with infecting organisms; likely to
spread and cause an epidemic disease; tending
to corrupt or pervert; causing irritation or
annoyance

Synonyms: dirty, pestilent, perversive,
corruptive

Usa gE€. Those pestiferous boys won’t leave my
guava tree alone.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/pestiferouspro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pestifaias/




WHY OCTOPUS
HAVE THREE .
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Octopuses have three hearts! Two of their hearts pump
blood to the gills, where oxygen is taken up, while the third
heart pumps the oxygenated blood to the rest of the body.

When an octopus swims, the heart that delivers blood to
the body actually stops beating, which is one reason why
these creatures prefer crawling over swimming.
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