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The Congress on Friday
Questioned how three leading
mobile service providers,

thesr tariffs unilateraky.
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Starmer new UK. PM as Labour Party wins polls

It secures 412 seats; Conservative Party is down
to 121 seats in the 650-seat House of Commons

rivam 1
LONDON

he UK’ Labour

polled 20 points

website.

Advantage

me Liberal Democrats
seats, caking
meu (.\Ily to 71 seats. The

ide Lond lconic
Tate Modern in the early
hours of Friday morning.

grant Reform UK party
won five seats but a vote
share of 14%; eating ko

o
Following Labour's vic-
tory, King Charles IIl, the
country’s monarch, ap-
pointed Mr. Starmer
U.K's Prime Minister, the

country’s S8th. Stand

1d Mr. Starmer
spoke ©of change, Labour’s
central theme, reflecting
~a changed Labour -
and a change o 14 Vears ot

rory. nt.
And now we can look

ting stronger through the

Rishi Sunak retains Richmond seat; far-right
party Reform UK wins vote share of 14 per cent

The chart shows the
UK ctection, 2z mell

ears

Labour

s} Reformu

“F
sE s

rsmber af sats w
= cach b

=
73 I Utserat Democra: [
=
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. shining once again on
a country with the oppor-
tunity — after 14 years — to

Starmer said, as he vowed
to work for all Britons.

Sunak concedes defeat

In Yorkshire, the outgoing
Prime Minister, Mr. Sunak,
who to retain his
Richmond seat, conceded

and took respansibilicy for
ults Sunak:

r.
polllh:al future has been in
doubt as some polls pro-
jected that he would lose
his own seat.

“The Labour Party has
won this general election
and I've called Sir Kier

Starmer
him on his victory” Mr. Su-
nak . ing, it pow-
er “in

a peaceful and orderly

manner~. Later, as he left

rence to his being the first
non-* \\‘hlle British Prime

“One of the
Kable things about Bricain

on the
steps In Downing Street,”
he

Mr. Sunak and his wife,
Akshata Murthy. then
driven to Bu am Pa-
. to cheers and boos

Following victory, the country’s 58th PM spoke
of change, which is the party’s central theme

from onlookers. Mr. Sunak
offered his resignation to
Charles.

Labour by a wafer-thin
margin of 780 votes, ruling
out her leadership run.

possible conten-
der, Jm Reese-Mogg, al-
50 lost his seat as did sever-
o her
Conservatives,
former Defence Secretary
Grant Shapps, who lost his
Hertfordshire seat. The
Sducation secretary, cul-
ture secretary and justice
secretary alo lost their
seats.

LABOURED CHANGE
AGE
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Flow of life

ins: A healthcare worker holds a baby girl born on 3
‘s taking & pregant wornan to & heakth centre In Morgacr diatrict when she wert Into Labour. 37 (NEPORT O PAGE )

3 bost over the Bral

hmaputra rver in flood-ravaged Assamn. A medical team

ALP. in crisis, needs
more than special
category status: CM

NEW DELHI

In the national capital for

('l Dl”) leader N. Chandra-

bu Naidu said the State’s
economy has gone beyond
the stage of even a special

category starus.
“We need to rebusld and
reconstru ost_every

du's stance rules out any
of a

Modi’s visit to Russia purely bilateral, conflict
in Ukraine on the agenda: Foreign Secretary

Q" X

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The timing of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's visit to
Russia is “purely bilateral”,
said Forelgn Secretary Vi-
nay Kwatra, dismissing
suggestions that his talks
with Russian President Via-
dimir n.mn on July 9 would
appear in contrast to the
North Atlantic Tre:
gantzation (NATO) sun'unn
scheduled In the LS. on
the

same
The sumenit is expected
on the

22nd annual summit, they
Tl discuss the confilct rid
Ukrai ==

flict.

Briefing  the media
about the upcoming vist
on July 8 and 9, he said that
when the two meet for the

cm
*

sue of mdians by

Russtan milicary, along
with other global and re-
glonal Issues. They are ex-
pected to focus, however,

Packed agenda: Viacimir Putin and Narendra Mods are scheduled
o meet for 3 number of everts during the July 8-S Wsit. FLE PHOTO

many issues pend-
ing between them since
the last annual summit in
2021, with trade, connec-
tivity, space, ofl and LNG,
defence supplies, payment
issues given western sanc-
tions as well as coopera-

ton on nuclear power
reactors in India high on

ter [Modi's] visit to Rus-
sia_. our rela-

would not read any other

significance into the meet-
ing excepe that we attach
great importance to it.” Mr.
Kwatra said, downplaying

He said India’s position
on the Russia-Ukraine

flict is_consistently in fa-
vour of dialogue and di
macy and a settlement that
includes the two partles.

inne: evening.

PM will leave on Tues-
day evening for the second
leg of his visit, to Vienna.

conflict between the BIP
and the TDP.

art
Comparing his earlier te-
nures in power, Mr. Naidu
said this time he is starting
his tenure -not from
scratch but far below that™.
“When I first came to pow-
er (1995), there was a lot of

Mohan Reddy. of

leaving the State in a preca-
economic position.

Mr. Naidu clarified that

his party did not ask for

the Lok Sabha Speaker's

M. Chandrababu Naidu

position nor was atming
for the Deputy Speaker's
post. d not join the
Bamce ins seatch of any pcr
sitions.” he added.

ty-cum-Entrance est
(NEET-UG) 2024 In its
entirety.

The government further
indicated that cancelling a
pan-india exam would not
be advisable in the
gence of any proof of any
large-scale breach of confi-
dentiality™_

The government said a
drastic move 1

During his two-day visit,
apart from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, he met six
Union Ministers, with a
long laundry list of de-
mands for the State, in-
Snog “DwndHokBing tha

term”, Centre's’ sup-
port for commissi,

the Polavaram irrigation
project, assistance to -

promise:

dise the future of lakhs of

honest students. The Na-
tional Testing Age:
NTA), ch  conducts
NEET, in a separate af
vit, said the alleged irregu-
larities were localised at
Patna and Godhra in Bihar
and Gujarat, respectively.
The exam agency was

also against cancelling the
test for al
In its affidavic before the

est candidates should not
suffer for the crimes of oth-

ce: n
didates should be taken in-

(United), ano-.her T key BJP
ally had also scaled down

‘iemand for special cate-

gory status for Bihar. The

party’s national executive,

ata recent meeting, passe

a resolution demand.lng
status or

Bihar.

o while
addressing petitions seek-

the wrongdoers from the
innocent ones rather than
call for the cancellation of

the exam.
A eejudge Bench

o on July 8 t0 hear

cluding fresh conduct of
NEET-UG 2024,




Starmer new U.K. PM as Labour Party wins polls

It secures 412 seats; Conservative Party is down
to 121 seats in the 650-seat House of Commons

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

he U.K’s Labour
T Party, led by Keir
Starmer, won the

July 4 general election by a
landslide, securing 412
(+211) seats with Prime Mi-
nister Rishi Sunak’s Con-
servative Party down to 121
(-250) seats in the 650-seat
House of Commons.

Nevertheless, the vote
shares told a story of a
more modest victory for
Labour, while confirming
the Conservative defeat,
with Labour getting 35%
and the Conservatives
24%. Labour had consis-
tently polled 20 points
ahead of the Conservatives
in opinion polls.

“In many ways, this
looks more like an election
the Conservatives have lost
than one Labour has won,”
political scientist and pse-
phologist John Curtice
wrote on the BBC’s
website.

Advantage
Starmer

Keir Starmer’s
Labour Party bore
the fruit of the U.K's
disenchantment
with the ruling
Tories, who suffered
a20-pointdrop in
vote share to get
only 121 seats

New dawn: New British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and wife Victoria
arrive at 10 Downing Street on Friday. REUTERS

The Liberal Democrats
gained 63 seats, taking
their tally to 71 seats. The
Eurosceptic,  anti-immi-
grant Reform UK party
won five seats but a vote
share of 14%, eating into
the Conservative vote.

Following Labour’s vic-
tory, King Charles III, the
country’s monarch, ap-
pointed Mr. Starmer the
U.K’s Prime Minister, the
country’s 58th. Standing

outside London’s iconic
Tate Modern in the early
hours of Friday morning,
the 61-year-old Mr. Starmer
spoke of change, Labour’s
central theme, reflecting
“a changed Labour Party”
and a change to 14 years of
Tory government.

“And now we can look
forward, walk into the
morning, the sunlight of
hope, pale at first, but get-
ting stronger through the

Rishi Sunak retains Richmond seat; far-right
party Reform UK wins vote share of 14 per cent

9F SNP

Labour

121 [ Conservative N 2+

5+ Reform UK

71 [l Liberal Democrat N 12
4 Green parties - 7

The chart shows the number of seats won by each party in the
2024 U.K. election, as well as each party’s vote share (in %)

VOTE SHARE (IN %)
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day, shining once again on
a country with the oppor-
tunity — after 14 years — to
get its future back,” he
said. “Our work is urgent
and we begin it today,” Mr.
Starmer said, as he vowed
to work for all Britons.

Sunak concedes defeat

In Yorkshire, the outgoing
Prime Minister, Mr. Sunak,
who managed to retain his
Richmond seat, conceded

and took responsibility for
the results. Mr. Sunak’s
political future has been in
doubt as some polls pro-
jected that he would lose
his own seat.

“The Labour Party has
won this general election
and I've called Sir Kier
Starmer to congratulate
him on his victory,” Mr. Su-
nak said, adding, that pow-
er would change hands “in
a peaceful and orderly

manner”. Later, as he left
No.10 Downing Street for
the last time, Mr. Sunak
apologised to his suppor-
ters and said he would step
down from the post of par-
ty Leader. Mr. Sunak, a 44-
year-old father of two girls,
asked the public to support
Mr. Starmer and his family
as they transition into
No.10. He also made a refe-
rence to his being the first
non-White British Prime
Minister.

“One of the most remar-
kable things about Britain
is just how unremarkable it
is,” he said. “That two gen-
erations after my grandpa-
rents came here with little,
I could become prime mi-
nister, and that I could
watch my two young
daughters light Divali [Dee-
pavali] candles on the
steps in Downing Street,”
he said.

Mr. Sunak and his wife,
Akshata Murthy, were then
driven to Buckingham Pa-
lace, to cheers and boos

Following victory, the country’s 58th PM spoke
of change, which is the party’s central theme

from onlookers. Mr. Sunak
offered his resignation to
King Charles.

With Mr. Sunak’s depar-
ture, the question of party
leadership remains open.
Former Leader of the
House of Commons and a
possible candidate for the
leadership of the party,
Penny Mordaunt, lost her
Portsmouth North seat to
Labour by a wafer-thin
margin of 780 votes, ruling
out her leadership run.
Another possible conten-
der, Jacob Reese-Mogg, al-
so lost his seat as did sever-
al other high-profile
Conservatives, including
former Defence Secretary
Grant Shapps, who lost his
Hertfordshire seat. The
education secretary, cul-
ture secretary and justice
secretary also lost their
seats.

LABOURED CHANGE
» PAGE 6

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 12



UK gets its first-ever female FM
Yk

BLOOMBERG
July 5

THE UK'S FIRST female Chancellor
of the Exchequer, Rachel Reeves,
had an early taste for breaking glass
ceilings.

Growing up in south London in
Margaret Thatcher’s Britain of the
1980s, the state-educated girl who
would rise to become the nation’s
finance minister took pride in beat-
ing all-comers — mostly boys who
went to fee-paying schools —inlocal
chesstournaments.“Therewasalot
of snobbery,’sherecalled years later.

It’s that drive that has taken
Reeves, 45, from a comprehensive
school in Beckenham to 11 Down-
ing Streetas the first woman to take
charge of Britain’s finances follow-
ing the Labour Party’slandslide win
in Thursday’s general election.

She inherits from the outgoing
Conservatives an economy with
sluggish growth,debtat near 100%

Rachel Reeves inherits from the
outgoing Conservatives an
economy with sluggish growth.
Reeves and Starmer spent the
past three years trying to reas-
sure businesses and the markets

of gross domestic product and the
highest tax burden in 70 years.
“Iam under no illusions about
the scale of the challenge that I'will
inherit,” Reeves told the BBC in an
interview shortly after the election
campaign began.“We have to make

difficult decisions.”

The new occupant of No. 11
knows that some of her callswon’tbe
popular, especially with the Labour
left.Afteryears of Tory austerity poli-
cies, some more activist members
want to see her loosen the Treasury
purse strings and pour cash into
Britain’s buckling public services.

Instead, Reeves and Labour
leader Keir Starmer have spent the
past three years trying to reassure
businesses and the financial mar-
kets that the party has moved on
since the left-wing leadership of
Jeremy Corbyn, and won’t revert to
the tax-and-spend policies tradi-
tionally associated with the party.

The duo has ruled out increases
in income tax, national insurance,
valueadded taxand corporation tax
— theTreasury’s four main revenue
raisers. They’ve said none of their
plansrequire anyothertaxestorise,
and have promised to adhere to fis-
calrules.




* Labour Party's Victory

1.Election Results
1. Labour Party, led by Keir Starmer, won the July 4 general election.
2.Secured 412 seats, a gain of 211 seats.

3. Conservative Party, led by Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, won 121 seats, a loss
of 250 seats.



1.Vote Share
1. Labour: 35%
2. Conservative: 24%
3. Reform UK: 14%
4. Liberal Democrats: 12%
5. Green Party: 7%
6. Other smaller parties: Remaining percentages.



Leadership Transition

Keir Starmer as New Prime Minister

e Keir Starmer becomes the U.K.s 58th Prime Minister.

e Emphasized a theme of change and a "changed Labour
Party."

e Committed to working for all Britons.



Rishi Sunak’s Resignation

e Rishi Sunak conceded defeat and offered his resignation to King Charles lll.
e Managed to retain his Richmond seat.

Remarks on Change and Stability

e Starmer highlighted the opportunity for Britain to regain its future after 14
years.

e Called for public support as his family transitions to No. 10 Downing Street.



Political Reactions

Conservative Party's Reflection

e Sunak reflected on the remarkable journey of
becoming the first non-White British Prime Minister.

e Acknowledged the challenges and responsibilities of
leadership.



* Potential Leadership Contenders

* Penny Mordaunt and Jacob Rees-Mogg mentioned as possible
contenders for Conservative leadership.

e Other high-profile Conservatives, including Grant Shapps, lost their
seats.



= Implications

s Labour's Agenda

e Labour’s victory seen as a mandate for change.
e Focus on addressing the urgent needs of the country.

Conservative Party's Future

e Facing internal challenges and the need for leadership restructuring.




Who won the majority of seats in the U.K. general election held
on July 4, and what was the resulting number of seats secured?

A) Conservative Party, 250 seats.
B) Liberal Democrats, 63 seats.
C) Labour Party, 412 seats.

D) Reform UK, 121 seats.
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Yet another jolt to BRS as six of its
Council members jJoin Congress

The defection has increased

Legislative Council to 12: BRS MLCs number has been

reduced to 2I: most of these MLCs were oruﬁnally from Congress but crossed over to the BRS when it was in power

HYDERABAD

n yet another setback
to the Bharat Rashera
Samiti (BRS). six of its

members in the

Council joined the Com-

late on Thursday in
the presence of Telangana

Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy.

Congress on  Thursday
e from various ses-
ents. e Vital §s

cal body: Bhanu Prasad
from Kari

Dayanand and Basavaraju
Saratah from the Gowver-
nor’s quota.

Interestingly. most of
these MLCs were originally

gress. strength in the 40-
= Coun-

Gutha Sukhender

Andhra Pradesh CM
seeks Central support for
shoring up State’s finances

VIAVAWADA

Pradesh Chief M
Chandrababu

a
w Delhi on

Repurcussions
The latest round of defec-
501 day after BRS
senior leader K. Keshava
Rao quit the party and
Joined the C. in the
presence of AICC president
Rtanlizaryen nourge and
others. Mr. ubse-
giaently mes het Raj)a s-r.»

Dhamuu and xendemd his

i has thoressed 6
It s widely eericairet
Council Chairman

P. Already
six BRS MLAs hzve crossed
ower to the Congress in the
last few months.

Friday.
He took multiple issues
to the Ministers” notice an

of Union
rom matters
pending resolution.
Mr. N requested Ms.

nances improved. He also

Sermats Sitharaman, in Mew Delhi

and other projects be-
mg implemented in Raya-

laseema and north coastal
regions of the St

. M.
cought Centeal support
e ot A

sought
ing space to enable the

mited to drinking water
supply. irrigation, hortcul-

Besides, Mr. Naidu asked
for industrial incentives for
the backward regions as
per the A_P. Reorganisation
Act. He requested Ms. Sith-

Aayog CEO BV.R ama-

about smplem ting
a plan for development of
the

arsman e give early appro- State with specific fo-
2ol fiands & <us on and
[y me-
pmjecr and for ga hub
development of the Chennaland Bengaluru).

African Swine
Fever cases
reported at
Kerala farm

THRISSUR

As many as 310 pigs at Ma-
dakkathara grama pan-
chayat in Kerala's Thrissur

confirmed
farm in Veliyanthara.

Disinfection measures

The Thrissur Collector has
directed the district animal
husbandry officer to cull

tease hére an Priday.
A team consisting of
doctors, livestock inspec-
and

Kerala-born Sojan
Joseph wins British
Parliament seat

KOTTAVAM

As the Labour Party regis-
ters a landslide victory in
the U.K_ general elections.
Onamthuruth — a quaint

b
139 years ago. He emerged

|

Sojan Jozeph

election result,” said J
P Palatheninkal, Ae Joo
seph's brocher-in-law.

At X1.27 lakh crore, defence
production registered a new
high in 2023-24, says Centre

NEW DELHI
The country has recorded
the st-ever growth in
indigenous defence pro-
duction in value terms in
the financial year (FY)
2023-24, the Defence Mi-
iday

As pe:
from ‘all Defence Public
ector undertakings
(DPSUSs), other PSUs manu-
facturing defence items,

the

Fr24's figure reflected a srowth
of 16.73 over the previous.

under the leadership of

ping India
ing global defence manu-
facturing Defence
Mlnns(ei Rajnath Singh said

and private
value of defe:

nce produc-

cial year, the Ministry said

tors, will
carry out the culling opera-
tions, and further p:
disinfection measures will
also be taken. The area
within one-km radius of
the affected farm has been
dectared disease-hit and
the area within 10-km radi-
us has been declared a dis-
ease e area.

six
candidates vying for the

rate of about R
people.
His family members
= d at the ances-

called us to inform about

gure within the
aspora in Ashford and

was elec

cillor for Aylesford and

representing the
‘Asian Minority Eth-
es.

ina
The value of defence

the total value of

production {VoP] in 2023-

24, about 79.2% has been

contributed by DPSUs/oth-

er PSUs and 20.8% by the

petvate seceor. The data
ow that in terms of abso-

years

lute value, both DPSUs/
PSUs and private sector
have recorded a

The feat has
ac w© licy
reforms, initiatives and

0
us on attaining
selfreliance., it stated.

New milestones
~“The Make in India pro-
cros:

i the spirall-
ing defence exports have
contributed tremendou:

0 the overall growth in in-
digenous defence p:

Gon, the Ministry potnted

Defence exports
a

‘Indo-Russian venture
delivered 35,000
assault rifles to MoD’

NEW DELHI

Just ahead of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's visit to
Russia, the -Russian
Rifles Private Limited
a joint venture

ries prod:
transferred 35,000 Kalash-
nikov AK-203 assault rifles
to the Indian Ministry of
Defence, Rostec state cor-
poration of Russia an-
nounced on Friday.

bauch of 35,000 Kalashni-
kov assault rifles to the In-
within the ti

dian Army w ime-
frame agreed with the
Ministry of Defence of In-

Mr. Modi is scheduled to
Yisic Russta on July 8 and 9
the 22nd annual
sumrnn.
As reported by The Hin-
s in May, the initial Jot has
been handed over to va-

“The IRRPL joint ven- ed wery
wure, co-founded by Robo- Under an over s.
ronexport on the Ru: crore contract signed in Ju-
. has completed the 1. owver 6.1
first phase proj Ax203 rifles are to
be in India

AK-2
kov assault rifles in India.
To increase the degree of

with technology transfer
from Russia. by a joing ven-
Rifles

of

when
215,920 crore.

In the past five years
Gince 2010-20%; the value

v
equipment  has  been

shipped to the Korwa Ord-
nance Factory in Al
w sh state, an
production facilities are
now fully equipped.” said
Alexander M

Private Limited (RRPL).
As reported by The Hin-
e carlier, &3 Dar contrac.
tual terms, the first 70,000
rifles will be produced in
India with a phased in-
crease in the extent of lo-

fodn increasing s(eaﬂuy
and has by
60%, the slzle!neﬂl aﬂdeﬂ.

tor

of
Pport in a statement.
“This made it possible
to produce and deliver a

The re: rifies will be
produced  with I
localisation.

Cabinet expansion, not floor test, may be
Hemant Soren’s real task in election year

NEWS ANALYSIS

landed in rouble. The sit-
uation after the results of
the Assembly elections in
December 2019 and now is
totally different a party
source said_

Five months . when
Mr. Soren went to jail and
Champai Soren took over
the reins, there was rum-
ble within (he p.n—y over
Pres-

el e

landscape in a State that &s
going to the polls later this
year.

For the first time in the

in jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha (JMAD said it was a

sure
Champal Soren as many
MLAs wanted to become

Ram

Hermant Soren

of the party openly said
that his name was dropped
at the last minute when Mr.
Champai Soren formed the
government.

lall( of Irfan Ansari of the

gy not
fo swear in any Miniscer
before the floor ©

nama of M-
nis(ers been announced
before the floor test. He-
mant Soren would have
e

being made a Mi-
e 2fter Alamgir Alam
of the == went to Jail
I an ahoged com:
scam.
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At X1.27 lakh crore, defence
production registered a new
high in 2023-24, says Centre

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The country has recorded
the highest-ever growth in
indigenous defence pro-
duction in value terms in
the financial year (FY)
2023-24, the Defence Mi-
nistry said on Friday.

As per the data received
from all Defence Public
Sector undertakings
(DPSUs), other PSUs manu-
facturing defence items,
and private companies, the
value of defence produc-
tion in the country has
gone up to a record-high fi-
gure of ¥1,26,887 crore, re-
flecting a growth of 16.7%
over the defence produc-
tion of the previous finan-
cial year, the Ministry said
in a statement.

The value of defence
production in FY 2022-23
was 1,08,684 crore.

“Of the total value of
production [VoP] in 2023-
24, about 79.2% has been
contributed by DPSUs/oth-
er PSUs and 20.8% by the
private sector. The data
show that in terms of abso-

FY24’s figure reflected a growth
of 16.7% over the previous
year’s defence production.

lute value, both DPSUs/
PSUs and private sector
have recorded a steady
growth in defence produc-
tion,” the statement said.
The feat has been
achieved due to the policy
reforms, initiatives and
ease of doing business
brought in by the govern-
ment in the past 10 years
with a focus on attaining
self-reliance, it stated.

New milestones

“The Make in India pro-
gramme is crossing new
milestones, year after year,

under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Many congratula-
tions to our industry in-
cluding DPSUs, other PSUs
manufacturing  defence
items and the private in-
dustry. The government is
committed to creating
more conducive regime for
developing India as a lead-
ing global defence manu-
facturing hub,” Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
on X.

In addition, the spirall-
ing defence exports have
contributed tremendously
to the overall growth in in-
digenous defence produc-
tion, the Ministry pointed
out.

Defence exports
touched a record-high of
321,083 crore in FY 2023-
24, reflecting a growth of
32.5% over the last fiscal
when the figure was
315,920 crore.

In the past five years
(since 2019-20), the value
of defence production has
been increasing steadily,
and has grown by over
60%, the statement added.




Record Defence Production

Highest Growth in Defence Production

e India recorded the highest-ever growth in indigenous
defence production in FY 2023-24.

e Total value of production reached X1,26,887 crore, a
16.7% increase over the previous year's X1,08,684 crore.



e Contributions to Defence Production

* Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs) and other Public Sector
Units (PSUs) contributed 79.2%.

* Private sector contributed 20.8%.



Policy Impact

Growth attributed to policy reforms, initiatives, and ease of
doing business.

Focus on self-reliance under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh.




Milestones and Exports

New Milestones in 'Make in India’

e The 'Make in India' programme is achieving new
milestones annually.

e Defence production has grown by over 60% in the last
five years (since 2019-20).



Defence Exports

Defence exports reached a record high of 21,083 crore in FY 2023-
24, a 32.5% increase from the previous year's 15,920 crore.

Spiralling defence exports have significantly contributed to overall
growth.




 What was the total value of India's defence production in FY 2023-
24 and its growth percentage compared to the previous year?

* A) X1,08,684 crore with 10% growth.
B) X1,26,887 crore with 16.7% growth.
C) X1,26,887 crore with 20% growth.
D) X1,08,684 crore with 15% growth.




Rank & Nation

Power Index

Total Military
Personnel (est)

Percentage of GDP
spend in Defense

#1 United States 0.0699 2127500 3.13%
#2 Russia 0.0/02 3570000 4.64%
#3 China 0.0706 3170000 1.57%
#4 India 0.1023 5137550 2.26%
#5 South Korea 0.1416 3820000 2.60%
#6 United Kingdom 0.1443 1108860 1.91%
#/7 Japan 0.1601 328150 1.07%
#8 Turkiye 0.1697 383900 0.79%
#9 Pakistan 0.1711 1704000 0.82%
#10 ltaly 0.1863 289000 1.47%




Share of Global Arms Exports (2019-2023)
Source: SIPRI, March, 2024
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‘Indo-Russian venture
delivered 35,000
assault rifles to MoD’

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

Just ahead of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s visit to
Russia, the Indo-Russian
Rifles Private Limited
(IRRPL), a joint venture
between the two coun-
tries, has produced and
transferred 35,000 Kalash-
nikov AK-203 assault rifles
to the Indian Ministry of
Defence, Rostec state cor-
poration of Russia an-
nounced on Friday.

“The IRRPL joint ven-
ture, co-founded by Robo-
ronexport on the Russian
side, has completed the
first phase of the project to
produce AK-203 Kalashni-
kov assault rifles in India.
To increase the degree of
localization, all necessary
equipment has been
shipped to the Korwa Ord-
nance Factory in Amethi,
Uttar Pradesh state, and
production facilities are
now fully equipped,” said
Alexander Mikheev, Direc-
tor General of Roboronex-
port in a statement.

“This made it possible
to produce and deliver a

batch of 35,000 Kalashni-
kov assault rifles to the In-
dian Army within the time-
frame agreed with the
Ministry of Defence of In-
dia.”

Mr. Modi is scheduled to
visit Russia on July 8 and 9

for the 22nd annual
summit.
As reported by The Hin-

du in May, the initial lot has
been handed over to va-
rious Army Units and the
later batches are being in-
spected and will be hand-
ed very soon.

Under an over 35,000
crore contract signed in Ju-
ly 2021, over 6.1 lakh
AK-203 assault rifles are to
be manufactured in India
with technology transfer
from Russia, by a joint ven-
ture Indo-Russian Rifles
Private Limited (IRRPL).

As reported by The Hin-
du earlier, as per contrac-
tual terms, the first 70,000
rifles will be produced in
India with a phased in-
crease in the extent of lo-
calisation from 5% to 70%.

The remaining rifles will be
produced with 100%
localisation.

#



Indo-Russian Venture's Achievement

Delivery of Assault Rifles

e Indo-Russian Rifles Private Limited (IRRPL), a joint venture,
delivered 35,000 Kalashnikov AK-203 assault rifles to the
Indian Ministry of Defence.

e The first phase of the project has been completed ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Russia.



Joint Venture Details

Co-founded by Rosoboronexport on the Russian side.

Production facilities at the Korwa Ordnance Factory in
Amethi, Uttar Pradesh, are fully equipped.




Localization Efforts

Equipment necessary for production has been shipped to India.

Efforts to increase localization: initial production to achieve 5% localization,
with a phased increase to 70%.

Remaining rifles will be produced with 100% localization.




Contract and Future Plans

The project is under a X5,000 crore contract signed in July 2021.

A total of 6.1 lakh AK-203 rifles are to be manufactured in India with
technology transfer from Russia.

Initial lot handed over to various Army units, subsequent batches to be
delivered soon.




Significance

The project highlights the commitment to indigenization
and self-reliance in defence production.

Alexander Mikheev, Director General of Rosoboronexport,
emphasized the importance of the localization efforts.




* What is the main purpose of the Indo-Russian Rifles Private Limited
(IRRPL) joint venture?

* A) To export rifles to other countries.
B) To produce and localize the production of Kalashnikov AK-203
assault rifles in India.
C) To establish a research center for advanced weaponry.
D) To train Indian soldiers in the use of Russian rifles.






|
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Why China wants to build a rail network to Singapore, via Southeast Asia

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI,JULY 5

DURING HIS visit to Malaysia last month,
Chinese Premier Li Qiang said that China was
willing to study a plan to connect its railway
projects in the Southeast Asian countries of
Malaysia, Laos, and Thailand for “enhancing
regional connectivity”.Li was at the ground-
breaking ceremony for a ter-
minal station of Malaysia’s East
Coast Rail Link (ECRL).

China has made majorin-

STRATEGY

Kunming to Singapore, through lines across
multiple Southeast Asian countries.

The 665km-long ECRL will connect Kota
Bharu in the east with Port Klang, located on
the strategically important Strait of Malacca
on Malaysia’s west coast. It is expected to
bring economic benefits through improved
connectivity and tourism. Although work
began in 2017, it was stalled amid funding
constraints. It is now expected to be com-
pleted by 2027.

In 2018, then-Malaysian
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad said the project

vestments in the region under
its Beltand Road Initiative (BRI), billed asan
attempt to enhance infrastructure develop-
ment in Asia, Africa, and South America.

What is the ECRL?

The nearly $10 billion project is some-
times linked to a China-led “pan-Asian” rail-
way network that would connect the south-
ern Chinese city and transportation hub of

would be frozen due to high
costs. “I believe China itself does not want to
see Malaysia become a bankrupt country,”
he said. Work resumed in 2020, after a
lower-cost deal was negotiated with China.

What is the pan-Asian rail network?
Infrastructure projects to link Southeast

Asian countries have been proposed in the

past, including during European colonial

rule in the region.

More recently, the pan-Asian rail net-
work was conceptualised in the form of
three links — a western line from Kunming
via Myanmar and Thailand; a central line
via Laos and Thailand; and an eastern line
via Vietnam, Cambodia, and Thailand.

Another line would connect Thailand’s
capital Bangkok with Malaysia and
Singapore, which sits at the mouth of the
Malacca Strait. Around 30% of global trade
passes through this strait.

What s the rail network’s current status?

The project has faced roadblocks for mul-
tiple reasons. Only the Laos-China section has
been operational since 2021. Like Malaysia,
Thailand has also faced problems of high costs
and been wary of taking assistance from
China. The Thailand-China project is expected
tobe completed in2028, but may be delayed.

Doubts have been expressed over the
projected economic gains as well. Jonathan
E Hillman, a political economist with the

CHINA
Kunming

MYANMAR VIETNAM

LAOS

THAILAND

Bangkok @ w
CAMBODIA

Malacca
Strait

MALAYSIA

SINGAPORE @

Center for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS),argued in his book, The Emperor’s New
Road: China and the Project of the Century
(2020), that the width of the railway tracks
across these countries vary, making seam-
less cargo transportation challenging.
There are concerns over demand as well.
“Most people travelling from Kunming to
Singapore would still prefer to fly, which will
remain cheaper, and faster. Likewise, cargo
shuttled between the two destinations
would be cheaper if transported first to the
coast, and then by boat to Singapore. Most
studies have found that a pan-Asian rail sys-
tem would complement maritime shipping
rather than compete with it,” Hillman wrote.

What are China’s interests here?
Hillman noted that plans for the rail link
project predate President Xi Jinping’s BRI.
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao mentioned it at
the ASEAN summit in 2007. But “despite
missing... deadlines, China has made the
pan-Asian railway an even more central part

of its regional engagement,” he wrote.

China has direct influence in Southeast
Asiaonaccount of geography and strong eco-
nomic and cultural ties. According to the
Chinese government, “In 2023, the trade vol-
ume between Chinaand ASEAN (Association
of Southeast Asian Nations) reached USD
911.7 billion.” This made them each other’s
largest trading partners for the fourth year.

With the BRI, these ties can be further
strengthened. China has emerged as a
provider of loans for infrastructure projects
incountries historically lacking them, despite
apprehensions about their financing.

China’s aggressive moves, and territorial
claimsin the South China Sea have also made
many countries in the region nervous, and
Beijing hopes to leverage economic ties to
develop goodwill and trust. It has rejected
accusations of practising “debt trap diplo-
macy”, which involves providing loans at
high interest rates, and then seizing control
of strategic assets when the debtor countries
fail to pay back.
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China's Strategic Rail Network

Project Overview

e China is planning to connect its railway projects in Southeast Asian
countries, including Malaysia, Laos, and Thailand, to enhance regional
connectivity.

e The initiative is part of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), aiming to
improve infrastructure development in Asia, Africa, and South
America.



 East Coast Rail Link (ECRL)

* The S10 billion ECRL project will connect Kota Bharu in the east with
Port Klang on Malaysia’s west coast, facilitating trade and tourism.

* Work began in 2017 and is expected to be completed by 2027.



Pan-Asian Rail Network

The network includes three main links:

e Western line: Kunming to Singapore via Myanmar and Thailand.
e Central line: Kunming to Singapore via Laos and Thailand.
e Eastern line: Kunming to Singapore via Vietnam, Cambodia, and Thailand.

Aims to connect Thailand’s capital Bangkok with Malaysia and Singapore,

passing through the Malacca Strait, which handles about 30% of global trade.




* Current Status
* The Laos-China section has been operational since 2021.

* Malaysia and Thailand have faced issues with high costs and
dependence on Chinese loans.

* The Thailand-China project is slated for completion by 2028, though
delays are possible.



 China's Interests

e Strengthening ties with Southeast Asian nations through economic
and infrastructure development.

* Enhancing regional connectivity to support trade.

e Addressing concerns over China's aggressive moves in the South
China Sea.



Economic and Strategic Implications

Trade volume between China and ASEAN reached USD 911.7 billion in
2023.

Concerns over China’s “debt trap diplomacy,” involving high-interest
loans and potential seizure of strategic assets if debts are not repaid.




What is the main purpose of China's proposed rail network
connecting Southeast Asian countries to Singapore?

A) To establish military bases in Southeast Asia.

B) To enhance regional connectivity and facilitate trade and
tourism.

C) To reduce China's reliance on sea routes for trade.

D) To promote cultural exchanges between China and Southeast
Asian countries.



Pride Month






In 1999, President Bill Clinton declared June
as “Gay and Lesbian Pride Month.”

Pride Month commemorates the Stonewall
Uprising of 1969(New York), a pivotal event
in the LGBTQ+ rights movement.
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Subsequent presidents, including Barack
Obama and Joe Biden, have continued this
tradition, recognising June as LGBTQ Pride
Month.



LGBTQIA+ Rights in India In 1994, voting rights were
legally granted to individuals identifying as a third sex.

In 2017, the LGBTQIA+ community in India was given
the freedom to express their sexual orientation,
protected by the Right to Privacy.

In 2014, the Supreme Court of India ruled that
transgender people should be treated as a third gender
category.
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- Same-sex marriage is not expressly recognised as a fundamental or
constitutional right under the Indian Constitution, but it provides some
limited recognition to cohabiting saume-sex couples.

* The SC has held that the right to marry a person of one's choice is integral to
Article 21 of the Constitution, and members of the LGBTQIA+ community are
entitled to the full range of constitutional rights, including equal protection under
the law.
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* Recently; the US has celebrated its 248th anniversary of
its Independence Day on the 4t July 2024.

* The US was declared as a sovereign nation after the adoption of
the Declaration of Independence by the Second Continental
Congress on 4th July 1776.

 This day marked the separation of British colonies from Great Britain.



* The struggle for independence began in 1775 when the 13 American
colonies sought freedom from British rule under King George IlI.

* This conflict sparked the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783), fueled by
the colonies desire for self-governance and freedom from oppressive British
policies.



* The American colonies voted to declare independence on 2nd July
1776, two days hefore the Declaration was approved and 12 of the 13
colonies officially decided to sever political ties with Great Britain.



* Causes of the American Revolutionary War included British trade
restrictions hindering economic development, the ban on westward
expansion, influence of Enlightenment thinkers, British attempts to tax the
colonies, lack of representation in British Parliament, and harsh measures
like the Coercive Acts intensifying colonial discontent.






* The 16th edition of the India-Mongolia Joint Military Exercise
NOMADIC ELEPHANT began in Meghalaya.

* The exercise aims to enhance joint military capabilities for
counterinsurgency operations under the United Nations Mandate
Chapter VII, focusing on semi-urban and mountainous terrain



:
i

0. {
%
.
|
G\
A
S
D
N X

|
d

—

\

Z
;
}



Exercise MAITREE, conducted annually since 2006, alternates
between India and Thailand.

This exercise is crucial for both nations facing terrorism threats,

especially in southern Thailand regions like Satun, Patthalung,
and Bangkok, which are prone to attacks.

The exercise includes company-level joint training on insurgency
and counter-terrorism in jungle and urban scenarios, enhancing

defence cooperation and bilateral relations between the Indian
Army and the Royal Thailand Army.




Fun fact

* Myth: We Only Use 10% of Our Brain

* Debunked: This myth suggests that 90% of our brain's potential is
untapped, but neuroscience research has shown that virtually every
part of the brain has a known function. Brain imaging techniques
reveal that even simple tasks like speaking or walking involve multiple
areas of the brain working together. No part of the brain is completely
Inactive.



Facilitate

Definition: To make an action or process easier or more likely to happen.

Example Sentence: The new software is designed to facilitate the workflow in the office.

Synonyms: Aid, assist, promote, simplify.

Antonyms: Hinder, impede, obstruct, complicate.
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