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Karnataka Bill seeks
to create 50% quota
for local residents in
management posts

Legislative route: The Bill cleared by the Siddaramaiah Cabinet is
cxpected to be tabled in the Assermnbly in the ongong session. #7

Shilpa Elizabeth
BENGALURU

The Karnataka Cabinet has
cleared a BHl mandating
that industries, factories
and other establishments
appoint local candidates in
50% of management posi-
tions and 75% in non-man-
agement positions.

The Karnataka State
Employment of Local Can-
didates in the Industries,
Factories and Other Esta-
blishments Bill, 2024, was
cleared In the Cabinet
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Siddaramalah on
July 15, It is expected to be
tabled in the ongoing legis:
lature session.

The Act defines a local
candidate as a person
“who is born in the State of
Karnataka and who is dom-
iciled in the State for a pe-
riod of 15 years and who is
capable of speaking, read-
ing and writing Kannada in
a legible way and has
passed a required test con-
ducted by the nodal
agency”.

Under the Act, candi-
dates must have a secon-
dary school certificate with
Kannada as a language. If
not, they should pass a
Kannada proficiency test,

as specified by the nodal
agency notified by the
government.

If qualified or suitable
local candidates are not
available, the industries
and establishments, in col-
laboration with the govern-
ment, should take steps to
train Jocal candidates with-
in three years.

Relaxation in norms

“If sufficient number of lo-
cal candidates are not
available, then an industry
or factory or other esta-
blishments may apply for
relaxation from the provi-
sions of this Act to the go-
vernment, and after due
enquiry, the government
may pass appropriate or-
ders and such orders
passed by the government
shall be final," according to
the Biil.

Nevertheless, the per-
centage of local candidates
should not go below 25% in
management positions and
50% In non-management
categories.  Failure to
comply may attract penal-
ties ranging from 10,000
o 25,000,

The Bill has been passed
In the backdrop of volces
calling for 100% job reser-
vation for Kannadigas.

+



e Bill Overview:

* The Karnataka Cabinet, led by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, has cleared the Karnataka State
Employment of Local Candidates in the Industries, Factories, and Other Establishments Bill, 2024.

* The Bill mandates that 50% of management positions and 75% of non-management positions be
reserved for local candidates in industries, factories, and other establishments.
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e Definition of Local Candidate:

* A local candidate is defined as a person born in Karnataka, domiciled in the
state for 15 years, capable of speaking, reading, and writing Kannada, and
who has passed a Kannada proficiency test.
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Provisions and Requirements:

Local candidates must have a secondary school certificate with Kannada as a language or pass a
Kannada proficiency test.

If qualified local candidates are unavailable, establishments must take steps to train local
candidates within three years.

Companies can apply for relaxation if sufficient local candidates are not available.
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* Penalties and Compliance:

* Non-compliance with the Bill’s provisions can result in penalties ranging from 10,000 to
X25,000.

* The Bill comes amid calls for 100% job reservation for Kannadigas.
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State of Karnataka

From top, left to right:

Bangalore, Gagan Mahal, Gommateshwara statue,

Gol Gumbaz, Shivanasamudra Falls, Bidar Fort,
Gopura at Murdeshwar, Virupaksha Temple,
Hampi, Harangl Dam and Tadiandamol

Before was

Formation

Capital
and largest city

Largest metro

Districts

Government!®
- Body

» Governor

* Chief minister
* Deputy chief
minister

* Chief secretary

Mysore State
1 November 1956

Bangalore

Bangalore
31 (4 divisions)

Government of
Karnataka

Thawar Chand Gehlot
Siddaramaiah (INC)
D. K. Shivakumar (INC)

Rajneesh Goel (IAS)?!

State Legislature
* Council

» Assembly

National Parliament
» Rajya Sabha
* Lok Sabha

High Court

Areal”!
* Total

* Rank
Dimensions

* Length
* Width

Bicameral

Karnataka Legislative
Council (75 seats)

Karnataka Legislative
Assembly (224 seats)

Parliament of India
12 seats

28 seats

Karnataka High Court

191,791 km?
(74,051 sq mi)
6th

750 km (470 mi)
400 km (200 mi)

Sex ratio (2011)

Elevation 460 m (1,510 ft)

Highest elevation 1,925 m (6,316 ft)

(Mullayyana Giril®))

Lowest elevation -1m (-3 ft)

(Arabian Sea)

Population (2011)°!

* Total A 61,130,704

* Rank 8th

+ Density 320/km? (800/sq mi)

* Urban 38.67%

* Rural 61.33%

Demonym(s) Kannadiga (gender
neutral)
Kannadati (feminine_)

Language

« Official Kannadal7ll8]

« Official script Kannada script

GDPI®

* Total (2024-25) 4.728.09 trillion
(US$340 billion)

* Rank 5th

* Per capita 47332,926 (US$4,000)
(5th)

Time zone UTC+05:30 (IST)

ISO 3166 code IN-KA

Vehicle registration KA

HDI (2022) A 0.706 Highl'l (15th)

Literacy (2011) A 75.36%!1"] (23rd)

973%/1000 & (6th)




Emblem of Karnataka

Song

Foundation day

Bird
Flower
Mammal
Tree

Jaya Bharata Jananiya
Tanujate

(Victory to You Mother
Karnataka, Daughter of

Mother India)!"]

Karnataka Formation
Day

Indian roller

Lotus

Indian elephant!12]
Sandalwood




River (7d)

Dam (&)

Stadium (Rfsaw)
Folk Dance (@& )
Port (d&mE)

National Park (31l
3TM)

Thermal Power Plant
(v faga W)
Nuclear Power Plant
(R it W)

Solar Power Plant

(AR Faf @47)

Krishna River, Cauvery, Pennar, Netravati, Kalinadi, Manjra,
Palar, Sharavati, Bhima River, Tungabhadra

Krishna Raja Sagara, Tungabhadra Dam (Tungabhadra River),
Bhadra Dam (Bhadra River), Linganamakki dam (Sharavathi
river), Malaprabha dam (Malaprabha river), Raja
Lakhamagouda dam (Ghataprabha River), Hemavathy Dam
(river Hemavathy), Supa Dam (Kali river), Lakya Dam (river
Lakhya), Almatti Dam (Krishna River)

M. Chinnaswamy Stadium
Yakshagana, Suggi Kunitha, Karaga
New Mangalore Port

Bandipur National Park, Bannerghatta National Park,
Kudremukh National Park, Nagarahole National Park, Anshi
National Park

Bellary Thermal Power station , Udupi Power Plant

Kaiga Generating Station

Pavagada Solar Park



* Consider the following statements regarding the Karnataka Bill for local candidates in
management posts:

1. The Bill mandates a 50% quota for local candidates in management positions in industries,
factories, and other establishments.

2. A local candidate is defined as someone born in Karnataka and domiciled in the state for 10 years.
3. Non-compliance with the Bill’s provisions can result in penalties ranging from 10,000 to X25,000.
* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Haryana raises creamy
layer ceiling of OBCs,
introduces new quota

State issues notification after Amit Shah announces introduction of 5% reservation for the OBC-B

category in Panchayati Raj Institutions, municipalities at ‘Backward Classes Samman Sammelan’

The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

head of the Harya-
na Assembly elec-
tion later this year,
the State government on
Tuesday raised the income
ceiling for creamy layer of
Other Backward Classes
(OBC) from %6 lakh to I8
lakh and introduced a 5%
reservation for the OBC-B
category in Panchayati Raj
Institutions and municipali-
ties. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah announced the
decision at a State-level
event, Backward Classes
Samman Sammelan, in Ma-
hendragarh. The Haryana
government later issued a
notification in this regard.
The OBCs in Haryana are
estimated to be around
40% of the State’s popula-
tion and comprise 78
castes. With an eye on the
huge vote bank ahead of
the Lok Sabha and Assemb-
ly election, the BJP had re-
placed Manohar Lal, a Pun-
jabi, to appoint OBC leader
Nayab Saini as Chief Minis-
ter in March. Two of the
three Haryana Ministers in

Union Minister Amit Shah with Haryana CM

e Y ;. o
Nayab Singh Saini (left)

at the ‘Backward Class Samman Sammelan' on Tuesday. PTI

the present Narendra Modi
government at the Centre —
Rao Inderjit and Krishan
Pal Gurjar — belong to the
backward class.

Mr. Shah said the 5% re-
servation for the OBC-B ca-
tegory would be in addition
to the 8% quota for the
OBC-A category already in
force. Calling upon the
OBCs to support the BJP for
a full majority government
in Haryana in the election,
he said the BJP had given
the country its first strong
Prime Minister, and 27 Mi-
nisters, including two from
Haryana, belonged to the
backward classes in the 71-
member Union Ministry.

Mr. Modi provided constitu-
tional rights to the com-
munity by setting up the
OBC Commission and gave
27% reservation to them in
Kendriya and Navodaya Vi-
dyalayas and  Sainik
Schools, he said.

Cong. criticised

Mr. Shah attacked the Con-
gress for being “anti-OBC”
and opposing the Mandal
Commission for reserva-
tion to the backward class-
es. He said the BJP would
never allow the share of
OBC reservation to be
shared with Muslims as is
done in Congress-ruled
Karnataka.

He said former Congress
Chief Minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda remembered
the OBCs only at the time of
election, and his party had
nothing to offer except cas-
teism and corruption.

Taking a dig at Haryana
Congress for launching an
account-taking campaign —
‘Haryana Maange Hisaab’,
with a 15-point chargesheet
against the BJP — the Union
Home Minister said he be-
ing a “baniya” had brought
with him the account of ev-
ery single penny spent in
the State. Mr. Shah added
that it was, in fact, time for
the Congress to give an ac-
count of its 10-year “mis-
rule”. Mr. Shah said that
Haryana, known for its sol-
diers, players and farmers,
has a special place in the
heart of Mr. Modi. The
Home Minister said that he
had not come to Haryana
seeking a government that
“runs on crutches, but one
with a full majority”. He al-
so praised Mr. Saini saying
that the latter was still a
“Common Man (CM)" even
after being appointed the
Chief Minister.
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The debate

@ 'Creamy layer’ denotes relatively forward, better-
educated and socially advanced members of OBCs

@ The term was introduced by Sattanathan Commission
in 1971, which recommended that 'creamy layer’
should be excluded from quota benefits

@ In Indira Sawhney judgment (1992), SC directed
that ‘creamy layer’ among 0BCs be excluded
from quota benefits

— —

e After a constitution benchjudgmentin 2018,the ~ —— '
concept is applicable also to SC/ST communities

@ The Centre has defined ‘creamy layer' among OB(s
as those earning more than ¥8 lakh per annum



* Haryana State Government has increased the income ceiling for the creamy
layer of Other Backward Classes (OBC) from %6 lakh to X8 lakh.

* A new 5% reservation has been introduced for the OBC-B category in
Panchayati Raj Institutions and municipalities.
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* The decision was announced by Union Home Minister Amit Shah at a State-
level event, "Backward Classes Samman Sammelan."

* The OBCs in Haryana constitute about 40% of the state's population,
spread across 78 castes.
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 Additional Points:

 The new quota for OBC-B category is additional to the existing 8% reservation for
the OBC-A category.

 Amit Shah emphasized that the BJP government provided educational
reservations and set up the OBC Commission for the welfare of the backward
classes.
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* Consider the following statements regarding the recent changes in reservation policies
for OBCs in Haryana:

1.The income ceiling for the creamy layer of OBCs has been raised from %6 lakh to %8 lakh.

2.A 5% reservation has been introduced for the OBC-A category in Panchayati Raj
Institutions and municipalities.

3.The new quota for OBC-B category is in addition to the existing 8% quota for the OBC-A
category.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1and 2only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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With two new judges,
Supreme Court back to
its full judicial strength

Justice N. Kotiswar Singh is the first judge in the top court from Manipur; Justice R. Mahadevan,

who belongs to a backward community from T.N., will bring diversity to Bench, collegium says

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

resident Droupadi

Murmu on Tues-

day appointed Jus-
tices N. Kotiswar Singh and
Justice R. Mahadevan as
Supreme Court judges.

A five-member Supreme
Court Collegium, headed
by Chief Justice of India
D.Y. Chandrachud, had re-
commended their names
in a resolution on July 11.

The Centre notified the
two appointments that
would return the top court
to its full sanctioned
strength of 34 judges.

Justice Singh is the first
judge from Manipur to be
appointed to the Supreme
Court. The State has been
witnessing traumatic
months of ethnic violence.

Justice N. Kotiswar

New appointees: Justices R. Mahadevan and N. Kotiswar Singh
have been appointed as the new judges of the Supreme Court. NI

Singh's appointment as a
judge of the Supreme
Court will provide repre-
sentation to Northeast In-
dia, and in particular, he
will be the first from Mani-
pur to be appointed a
judge of the Supreme
Court, the collegium had
highlighted in its resolu-
tion. Justice Singh was
serving as the Chief Justice

of the High Court for Jam-
mu and Kashmir and La-
dakh. He was due to retire
on February 28, 2025.

The collegium said Jus-
tice Mahadevan was “emi-
nently suitable” for ap-
pointment as a Supreme
Court judge. Justice Maha-
devan, who belongs to a
backward community
from Tamil Nadu, would

bring diversity to the Su-
preme Court Bench, it
said.

Collegium’s resolution
“The Collegium has taken
due note of the fact that
Mr. Justice R. Mahadevan
ranks third in the order of
presently serving judges of
the Madras High Court in-
cluding the judges who
have been posted as Chief
Justices outside the Madras
High Court. At this stage,
the Collegium has given
precedence to the candida-
ture of Mr. Justice R Maha-
devan in order to give re-
presentation to the
backward community,” the
collegium resolution said.

The two judges replace
Justices Aniruddha Bose
and A.S. Bopanna, who re-
tired in April and May, res-
pectively.
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* Composition and Strength of the Supreme Court:
* Originally, the Supreme Court had eight judges (one chief justice and seven others).
* The Parliament has increased the number of judges over time.
* The cu;rent strength of the Supreme Court is 34 judges (one chief justice and 33
others).



 According to Article 124(3) of the Constitution, a person can be appointed
as a judge of the Supreme Court if he or she:

* A person must be a citizen of India.

* Must have served as a judge of a High Court for at least five years or
two such courts in succession.

* Alternatively, must have been an advocate of a High Court for at least
ten years or two or more such courts in succession.

* Must be a distinguished jurist in the opinion of the president.



* Appointment:

* The Judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the President under
clause (2) of Article 124 of the Constitution.

* The President consults with judges of the Supreme Court and High
Courts to make informed appointments.



 Salaries, allowances, privileges, leave, and pension of Supreme Court judges
are determined by Parliament.

* The Salaries, Pension, and Allowances of the Supreme Court Judges are
charged upon the Consolidated Fund of India.



* Post-retirement Restrictions:

* After retirement, a judge of the Supreme Court is prohibited from
practicing law in any court in India or pleading before any government
authority.

* As per Article 128 of Indian Constitution, any retired judge of the
Supreme Court of India can be called back to sit and act as a Supreme
Court judge by the Chief Justice of India with the prior permission of the
President of India.



* Collegium System for Judicial Appointments:
* Judges of the higher judiciary are appointed through the collegium
system.

* The collegium, consisting of the Chief Justice of India and the four
senior-most judges of the Supreme Court, decides on appointments,
elevations, and transfers of Judges.

* The term "collegium" is not mentioned in the Indian Constitution but
has been established through judicial pronouncements.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/collegium-system-6

President Droupadi Murmu appointed Justices N. Kotiswar Singh and
R. Mahadevan as Supreme Court judges.

These appointments bring the Supreme Court to its full sanctioned
strength of 34 judges.
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Significance of Appointments:

Justice N. Kotiswar Singh is the first judge from Manipur to be appointed to the Supreme Court, providing
representation to Northeast India.

Justice R. Mahadevan is from a backward community in Tamil Nadu, adding diversity to the bench.
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Collegium's Resolution:

The appointments were recommended by a five-member Supreme Court
Collegium headed by Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud.

Justice Mahadevan was selected to represent the backward community, prioritizing
diversity.
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* Consider the following statements about the recent appointments to the Supreme Court
of India:

1.Justice N. Kotiswar Singh is the first judge from Manipur to be appointed to the Supreme
Court.

2.The Supreme Court has reached its full sanctioned strength of 34 judges with the latest
appointments.

3.Justice R. Mahadevan was appointed to represent the Northeast Indian community.
* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1and2only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Number of children to
not receive vaccines in
2023 in India

second-highest number of

16 children who did not receive

any vaccine in 2023, preceded by Nigeria
where 21 lakh children weren’t vaccinated
in the same year. e

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

in lakh. India had the




* Significance:According to a recent study, vaccines have prevented up
to 3.7 crore deaths in the last 20 years in low- and middle-income
countries alone.



* It's estimated that for every rupee invested in immunization against 10
pathogens in Lower Middle-Income Countries (LMICs) from 2021-30, the
return on investment will be 52 rupees.

* Since the discovery of the smallpox vaccine over two centuries ago,
vaccines have effectively reduced the burden of diseases such as

polio, measles, tetanus, whooping cough, influenza, and lately, Covid-
19.



* After being declared smallpox-free in 1977, India launched
the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) in 1978 and
introduced the Bacillus Calmette-Guérin vaccine (BCG), Diphtheria,
Tetanus, Pertussis (DPT), and Oral poliovirus
vaccines (OPV) vaccines.



* Universal Immunization Programme (UIP):

» Under it, India provides vaccines against 11 diseases nationally and one
disease sub-nationally.

* Further, targeting close to 2.7 crore newborns and 2.9 crore pregnant women every
year.



Books to be developed
in Indian languages
under UGC project

22,000

and the Ministry of Education, launched
the project titled, ASMITA, which aims to
create an ecosystem for translation and
original writing in Indian languages. e




* The project, titled ASMITA (Augmenting Study Materials in Indian
Languages through Translation and Academic Writing), was launched
by Sanjay Murthy, Secretary, Higher Education, and it will be a
collaborative effort of the UGC and the Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, a
high-powered committee under the ministry, to promote
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SN HEALTH

CHILDREN DEATHS INGUJARAT: WHAT
IS THECHANDIPURAVIRUS INFECTION?

SOHINIGHOSH
NEW DELHLJULY 16

THE GUJARAT government on Monday
said that six children have died of sus-
pected Chandipura virus { CHPV) infection
inthe state since July 10, A total of 12 sus-
pected cases have been reported so far.

What is CHPV infection?

CHPV is a virus of the Rhabdoviridae
family, which also includes other mem-
bers suchas the lyssavirus that causes ra-
bies. Several sandfly species (right} like
Phiebotomine sandfiies and Phiebotomus
popatasi, and S0me Masquito species
such as Aedes aegypti (which is also the
vector for dengue) are considered vectors
of CHPV. The virus resides in the salivary
gland of these insects, and can be trans-
mitted to humans or other vertebrates
like domestic animals through bites.

The infection caused by the virus can
reach the central nervous system which
can cause encephalitis — inflammation
of the active tissues of the brain,

What are the symptoms of CHPV
Infection?

The CHPV infection presents initially
vath flu-like symptoms such as acute on-
sert of fever, body ache, and headache, It
may then progress to altered sensorium
or seizures and encephalitis,

Retrospective studies from India have
also reported other symptoms such as
respiratory distress, bleeding tendencies,
Or anaemia.

The infection often progresses rapidly
after encephalitis, which may then lead
to death within 24-48 hours, according
to studies. Susceptibility has largely re-
mained limited to children bedow the age
of 15 years.

How can the infection be managed?

The infection can only be sympto-
manically managed. Currently there is no
vaccine or specific antiretroviral therapy
available for treatment. As a result, it is
crucial to manage brain inflammation to
prevent mortality,

Disease progression can be as rapid as

a patient reporting high fever in the
marming, and their kidneys or liver being
affected by the evening. This makes it
harder to manage the symptoms.

Which are the worst affected regions?
in 1965 while investigating a dengue/
chikungunya outbreak in Maharashtra.
However, one of the most significant out-
breaks of the disease in India was seen in
2003-04 in Maharashira, northern Gujarat
and Andhra Pradesh, which together re-
ported maore than 300 deaths of children.

The infection has largely remained
endemic to central India, where the pop-
ulation of CHPV infection-spreading
sandflies and mosquitoes is higher,

Dr Rakesh Joshi, medical superinten-
dent of Ahmedabad Civil Hospiral, said
the outhreaks are often reported in rural,
tribal and peripheral areas, likely due to
the high sandfly population, The mon-
soon season leads to more sandflies, caus-
ing a spike in the number of cases.

Has the disease pattern changed over
the years?

There are changes in pattems being
repotted — both in the disease manifes-
tation and the vector — according to Dy
Sandipkumar Trivedi, former executive
board member of the Indian Association
of Paediatrics.

“Sandflies usually donot fly at a height
of more than three feet from the ground
Dbut this time during surveillance, sandflies
have been found on terraces and higher
hetghts. Additionally, of the six suspacted
dearhs so far. two presented with brain
haemarrhages, whichis new. We are also
seeing new outbreak centres, such as in
Gujarat’s tribal areas of Pavagadh,
Khedbrahma,and Godhra,” Dr Trivedi said.



* Incident Overview:

* Six children have died from suspected Chandipura virus (CHPV)
infection in Gujarat since July 10. A total of 12 suspected cases have

been reported.
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What is CHPV Infection?

CHPV is a virus of the Rhabdoviridae family, which also includes viruses like the lyssavirus
that causes rabies.

The virus is found in the salivary gland of certain sandflies and mosquitoes, which can
transmit the virus to humans and other vertebrates.

The virus can reach the central nervous system, causing encephalitis.

Hpvmﬁﬁéw x| dmwgﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁr HT HRUI §-4 dTd] mlswaqw i

ﬁa I8 Ry O HSUils 3R HwSRl ] IR U | U Sl g, Sl 39 S91HI
?ﬁ%}ﬁ?ﬂ’fiﬁm g d 3 2 198 aRRY $e 1Y dfel dF d ugd {-IOhdI%
oY T gicd gl Il




Symptoms:

Initial symptoms resemble flu-like symptoms: acute fever, body ache, and headache.

It can progress to altered sensorium, seizures, and encephalitis.

Other symptoms include respiratory distress, bleeding tendencies, and anaemia.
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* Management:

* There is no vaccine or specific antiviral therapy for CHPV.
Management is symptomatic, focusing on reducing brain
inflammation to prevent mortality.
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Affected Regions:
The CHPV infection was first identified in 1965 in Maharashtra.

Significant outbreaks occurred in 2003-04 in Maharashtra, northern Gujarat, and Andhra
Pradesh.

The infection remains endemic to central India.
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e Disease

Pattern Changes:

* There have been changes in disease manifestation and vector
patterns, with sandflies found on terraces and higher grounds.

* New outbreak centers have been identified in Gujarat's tribal areas.
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e Consider the following statements about the Chandipura virus (CHPV):
1.Chandipura virus belongs to the Rhabdoviridae family and can cause encephalitis.

2.The virus is transmitted to humans primarily through the bite of infected
mosquitoes.

3.There is a specific antiviral therapy available for CHPV infection.
* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3a)1only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



‘THE RAIN’ TAKES 14 MINUTES TO TRAVEL 158 MILLION MILES

Nasa sends a Missy Elliott song to Venus at the speed of light

MIKEIVES
JULY 16

MISSY ELLIOTT has broken lots
of boundaries, but until recently
they were all Earth-based.,

Lastweek, giant radio towers
transmitted her song “The Rain
(SupaDupa Fly)" to Venus for the
benefit of whatever life-forms
might have been around, or not,
tolisten.

The July 12 transmission, an-
nounced by NASA on Monday,
was made at the speed of light
by a 112-foot-wide radio dish
near Barstow, Calif. It took the
song 14 minutes to travel 158

million miles to Venus, Elliott’s
favorite planet.

“My song The Rain' has offi-
cially been transmitted all the
way to Venus, the planet that
symbolizes strength, beauty and
empowerment,” she wrote on
social media. “The sky is not the
limit, it's just the beginning."

As Elliott bantered with so-
cial media users on Monday, she
uploaded pictures of planets,
GIFs of dancing aliens and
videos from her latest tour, “Out
of This World."

“The Rain” was transmitted
to Venus through the Deep Space
Network, a NASA system that
helps the agency communicate

The Rain is the second song that was sent into space. Beatles'
Across the Universe was beamed to the North Starin 2008. NYT

- o S MY

with its far-flung spacecraft. In
addition to the site in California,
the network has some in
Australia and Spain, each 120 de-
grees longitude apart. That way
spacecraft can stay in touch even
as the planet rotates.

In 1969, the network’s anten-
nas heard from the astronaut
Neil Armstrong as he planted his
feet on the moon's surface.

“That’s one small step for
man, one giant leap for
mankind,” Armstrong said after
stepping off the ladder of a land-
ing craft, (There has been some
debate over whether he said
“man” or anindistinct “aman,”)

But*“The Rain" isonly the sec-

ond song that the network has
sent into space.

Thefirst, “Across the Universe"
by the Beatles, was beamed to the
North Star, Polaris, in 2008,

“Send my love to the aliens,”
Paul McCartney, one of the two re-
maining Beatles, said at the time.

The collaboration was NASA's
idea, the agency said in its state-
ment. “Both space exploration
and Missy Elliott’s art have been
about pushing boundaries,”
Brittany Brown, NASA's director
of digital communications, said in
the statement, which highlighted
her use of space themes and fu-
turistic visuals in music videos.

NASA did not say when the

collaboration was proposed or
whether other songs or artists
were considered. A representa-
tive for Elliott, who last year be-
came the first female hip-hop
artist inducted into the Rock &
Roll Hall of Fame, could not be
reached forcomment overnight.

NASA has been playing music
to astronauts for decades. In 1965,
astronauts aboard an earth-orbit-
ing spacecraft heard Jack Jones
singing a parody of the Broadway
hit “Hello, Dolly!" In asimilarvein,
the actor Robin Williams sang a
parody of the theme song for the
television show “Green Acres” to
the crew of the Space Shuttle
Discovery in 1988. NYT



Inside Planet VENUS

Venus is often visible to
the naked eye in the
morning and evening
sky. It has often been
called Earth’s "twin”
because of its

similar size, but
space probes have
discovered that

the environment
there is actually
quite inhospitable.

THICK ATMOSPHERE -
96.5% carbon dioxide,
3.5% nitrogen plus
trace gases

GRAVITY 0.9
OF EARTH

i

EARTH VENUS
10ft 11ft
dunk dunk

SOURCE: NASA

SURFACE CONDITIONS —

AIR PRESSURE: 90x Earth
TEMPERATURE: 870°F (465°C)
WINDS: up to 220 mph (100 m/s)
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The surface of Venus photographed by
a Russian probe in 1982

METAL CORE It is not known if
Venus' core is solid. Unlike Earth,
Venus’ weak magnetic field is not
produced by a dynamo in the core.

Venus, 7,520 mi (12,100 km) in diameter,
is slightly smaller than Earth

KARL TATE, SPACE.com
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miles (108 million km).

2. Venus spins backwards and the Sun rises
in the west and sets in the eact.
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* NASA recently transmitted Missy Elliott's song "The Rain (Supa Dupa
Fly)" to Venus using giant radio towers. This marks a notable event as
Elliott continues to break boundaries.



* The song was transmitted on July 12 via a 112-foot-wide radio dish
near Barstow, California.lt took 14 minutes for the song to travel 158
million miles to Venus.

* NASA's Deep Space Network facilitated the transmission, which helps
in communication with far-flung spacecraft.

* "The Rain" is only the second song NASA has sent into space.

* The first was The Beatles' "Across the Universe," sent to Polaris in
2008.



* The song's transmission aligns with NASA's tradition of using music to
engage with.space exploration. Previous examples include:l

* In 1965, astronauts sang a parody of "Hello, Dolly!" in space.

* Robin Williams sang a theme song to the crew of the Space Shuttle
Discovery in 1988.

* Missy Elliott's art pushes boundaries in both space exploration and
music videos, highlighting futuristic themes.



* Cultural Impact:

* The transmission is part of NASA's efforts to highlight the intersection
of space exploration and cultural expressions like music.

* Missy Elliott expressed her excitement, noting Venus as her favorite
planet and emphasizing themes of strength, beauty, and
empowerment.



* In 1969, NASA's antennas received signals from astronaut Neil
Armstrong during the moon landing.

* The Deep Space Network has sites in California, Australia, and Spain
to maintain constant communication with spacecraft as planets
rotate.



* Consider the following statements regarding NASA's recent transmission of a song to
Venus:

1.NASA transmitted Missy Elliott's song "The Rain (Supa Dupa Fly)" to Venus, which took 14
minutes to reach the planet.

2.This is the first song NASA has ever sent into space.

3.The Deep Space Network, which facilitated the transmission, has antennas located only
in California.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



GROWTH PROJECTIONS GLOBALLY

Change
Forecast for  ys prior

2024 GDP (%) forecast
World | 3.2 0.0PP
US| 2.6 -0.1
Euro area 0.9 B +0.1
Germany | 0.2 | 00
France 0.9 § +0.2
Italy | 0.7 § 0.0
UK 0.7 § +0.2
Japan| 0.7 § -0.2
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Breach of Privilege Notice



* The main opposition party submitted a breach of privilege notice
against the Prime Minister for making “derogatory” remarks against
the former vice president and Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.



* What is the Breach of Privilege?
* About:

 When any individual or authority undermines any of the privileges,
rights, and immunities, either of the Members individually or of the
House in its collective capacity, the offence is called a breach of
privilege and is punishable by the House.



» Additionally, any actions that disrespect the House's authority or dignity, like
ignoring its orders or insulting its members, committees, or officers, are
considered breaches of privilege.



* Contempt of House vs Points Of Propriety:

« Contempt of House: It is defined generally as any act which obstructs either
member or house of parliament in the performance of its duty and functions.

* Points Of Propriety: Parliament and its members must follow specific practices and
conventions, and violating these is considered 'impropriety’'.



mPARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGES

Parliamentary privileges are special rights, immunities, and exemptions enjoyed by MPs, MLAs and their committees.

Constitutional Prowsmn_ Collective Privilege of House_
< Article 105: For MP’s . Article 194: For MP’s * House has right to be promptly informed about a
Member's arrest, detention, conviction,
Grants only civil immunity for statements or acts it imprisonment, and release
performed in course of duty. » Immunity from arrest and service of legal
= process within precincts of House without

obtaining permission of Chairman/ Speaker

Sources of Power : e :
- =1 Protection of publication of proceedings of

«! Constitutional provisions secret sitting of House

.=/ Various laws made by Parliament ' Evidence presented to Parliamentary Committee,
» Rules of both Houses along with report and proceedings, must remain
« Parliamentary conventions confidential until officially laid on House's Table
« Judicial interpretations '« Members/officers of the House require House's

permission to present documents or testify in

"."’!V!.l?ges Qf '!!!’,“_'!!",“!l Me_,'“_!"%'_'s. court regarding House proceedings

« Freedom of Speech in Parliament Important Judgements
3 A S Y T oot ol 1

« MP/Committee immune from legal proceedings
' / : b - '+ State of Kerala vs. K. Ajith Case (2021) - SC

regarding statements or voting : 2 : 5
: emphasised that privileges and immunities
=l Immune from court proceedings regarding should not be used to exempt individuals from
publication of reports, papers, votes, or proceedings the general criminal law applicable to all citizens

Dyeither House efiRartiament = In 2024, the 7-judge Constitution Bench overturned

"=/ Courts prohibited from questioning Parliamentary the 5-judge Bench decision in PV. Narasimha Rao
Proceedirjgs validity due to alleged procedural v. State Case (1998), clarifying that the protection
irregularities provided by Articles 105 and 194 of the Constitution

« Members immune from arrest in civil cases
during a House or Committee meeting and
40 days before or after its session

do not extend to bribery cases




GRSE Accelerated
Innovation Nurturing
Scheme (GAINS 2024)



Recently, Raksha Rajya Mantri launched GRSE Accelerated
Innovation Nurturing Scheme (GAINS 2024) of Garden
Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers Limited (GRSE) in Kolkata.

The innovative scheme aims to address shipyard-related
issues and promote technology development through the
country's start-ups.




* It supports Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) and Start-
Ups to create innovative solutions for technological advancement,
aligning with the ‘Make in India’” and 'Start-up India' policies of the
Government of India.



* The goal is to utilise the wide network of MSMEs and Start-Ups to
tackle current and future challenges in the ship design and
construction industry, while also achieving the goals of self-reliance.



132nd session of
IMO




The Indian Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways
participated in the 132nd session of the Council of the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) in London.

India, as an elected member of the IMO Council for countries
with a large interest in international seaborne trade,

highlighted the pressing issue of seafarer abandonment.




World’s Rarest Whale



may have made a breakthrough
as the country’s conservation
agency announced that a
creature found washed up on a
South Island beach is likely a
spade-toothed whale.

Recently, New Zealand scientists

W

The spade-toothed whales
considered the rarest in the
world, have never been observed
alive, which means their
population size, diet, and habitat
in the vast southern Pacific
Ocean remain largely mysterious.

/




* The first spade-toothed whale bones were found in 1872 on New Zealand'’s
Pitt Island.

* The latest discovered species, a five-meter-long beaked whale,
was identified by its colour patterns and the shape of its skull, beak,
and teeth after washing ashore.

* The researchers will collaborate with local Maori tribes to determine how it
will be studied.






* Whales are revered as sacred taonga by New Zealand's Indigenous
people, with past treaties recognizing them as "legal persons," though
not legally binding globally.

e [UCN Status: Data Deficient (DD)



Pradhan Mantri
Colleges of
Excellence




e Recently, Union Home Minister inaugurated the Pradhan Mantri
Colleges of Excellence in all 55 districts of Madhya Pradesh from
Indore.

* These colleges started by the state government, to offer courses
aligned with the New Education Policy 2020 aim to make education
employment-oriented.



* Madhya Pradesh has become the first state to implement the New Education
Policy (NEP).

* These colleges will built strong educational foundations by 2047.

* To achieve this New Education Policy 2020 was introduced. It focuses
on holistic development of youth rather than just awarding degrees.



It includes teaching both academic subjects and
life skills.

The emphasis is on encouraging out-of-the-box
thinking instead of traditional thinking in students.




Practicing Gratitude can
extend the Lifespan



e A study from Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health indicates that
practising gratitude can extend lifespan.

e What is Gratitude?

* Gratitude is the feeling of thankfulness and appreciation for what one
has. It involves recognizing and acknowledging the good things in life,
whether big or small.



* For example: ‘

1.Expressing thanks to a ,
friend for their help

2.Appreciating a beautiful sunset
3.Being grateful for good health.




« How does Gratitude help improve lifespan?

1.Reduces Stress: Practicing gratitude lowers stress levels by shifting
focus away from negative thoughts and emotions.

2.Promotes Positive Outlook: Grateful individuals tend to maintain a
more optimistic perspective on life, which can buffer against stress-
related health issues. It has been shown to improve mental well-
being, enhance relationships, and even contribute to physical health.

3.Encourages Healthy Behaviors: People who practice gratitude often
engage in healthier lifestyle choices such as regular exercise and better
sleep habits.




1.Strengthens Social Connections: Gratitude fosters stronger relationships and social
support networks, which are vital for mental and physical well-being.

2.Enhances Coping Mechanisms: Gratitude cultivates effective coping strategies,
helping individuals manage challenges and adversity more effectively.

3.Improves Emotional Resilience: Grateful individuals exhibit greater emotional
resilience, which can contribute to overall mental and physical health.

4.Supports Cardiovascular Health: Studies suggest that gratitude may lower the risk
of cardiovascular disease, improving heart health and longevity.

5.Boosts Immune Function: Positive emotions associated with gratitude can enhance
Immune function, reducing susceptibility to illness.




* Quote: Let us Rise Up and be Thankful, for if We didn’t Learn a Lot
Today, at Least We Learned a Little— Gautama Buddha

Perspective on Gratitude:

Thinker Perspective on Gratitude

Mahatma Gandhi Emphasized gratitude as a spiritual and moral practice, essential for personal and societal well-being.
Swami Vivekananda Advocated for gratitude as a path to spiritual growth and fulfilment.

Aristotle Considered gratitude a moral virtue that fosters human flourishing and strengthens social bonds.

Cicero Advocated gratitude as a moral duty crucial for building strong relationships and societal harmony.
ImmanuelKant Viewed gratitude as a moral sentiment rooted in recognizing and valuing others’ contributions to one’s life.

Marcus Aurelius Stoic philosopher who saw gratitude as essential for maintaining inner peace and resilience.
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* The Supreme Court has affirmed that the Central Information
Commission (CIC) possesses the authority to constitute benches
and frame reqgulations, emphasizing the importance of its autonomy
for effective functioning.

* The Supreme Court underscored that the powers of the Chief
Information Commissioner to frame regulations are within the
scope of Section 12(4) of the RTI Act.




* The CIC was established by the Central Government in 2005, under

the provisions of the Right to Information Act (2005). It is not
a constitutional body.

e The Commission consists of a Chief Information Commissioner and
not more than ten Information Commissioners.

 They are appointed by the President on the recommendation of a
committee consisting of the Prime Minister as Chairperson, the
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha and a Union Cabinet
Minister nominated by the Prime Minister.




World Youth Skills Day 2024



« The World Youth Skills Day is observed on July 15 annually.
* About

* The initiative was designated by the United Nations General
Assembly in November 2014, emphasizes the significance

of equipping youth with necessary skills to tackle unemployment
and underemployment.

* This year’s World Youth Skills Day theme, “Youth Skills for Peace and

Development,” highlights the role of youth in peacebuilding and conflict
resolution.



« Skill India Mission

* It has been launched to empower the youth of the country with skKill
sets which make them more employable and more productive in their
work environment.

 Skill India offers courses across several sectors which are aligned
to the standards recognised by both, the industry and the government

under the National Skill Qualification Framework.



Word of the day

Surmise:

a message expressing an opinion based on
incomplete evidence; imagine to be the case or
true or probable

Synonyms: guess, speculation,
supposition, hypothesis, conjecture, suspect

Usage: Isurmised that the butler did it.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/surmisepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /s3:'maiz/
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Thank you
guys.




