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| Stay focused, ignore the
distractions, and you will

accomplish your goals much faster.
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Puja Khedkar's Police open fire in Suryakumar to lead in

mother arrested
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Malda during protest
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defeat for BJP”

cHENNAT
The 2024 Lok Sabha clection
result was > morat for
the BJP and 3 personal defeat
for PM Narendra Modi, said
Yogendra ¥adav, poltical

on Thussdsy. » PAGE 2
Will go it alone
in Haryana
election: AAP

CHANDIGARN
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAF) on
Thursday said it will cortest
the Assembly election in

na, due Later this year, on

Chief Justice of Indis DY.
Chandrachud on Thursday
administered the cath of office
to Justices N. Kotiswar Singh
2nd R Mahadevan as Supreme
Court judges, returning the
court to its full strength of 34
judges. » PAGE &

and a debt crisis. » PAGE 34

Two Killed, 31 injured as
train derails in U.P’s Gonda

cident occurred between Moti

j and Jhilahi railway stations around 2 37
passengers heard a loud explosion just before derailment: Rail Ministry orders

Trageity om tracke: The derailed coaches of the Dibrugarh Express i Gonsla an Thursday. 1
Opposition parties slam
govt. over safety lapses

NEW DELHI

were
mn-

sday.
“Train number

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELMI

Opposition parties on
Thursday launched a
near-unified attack on the

prm that left u.edne_sd.y
night fr

questioning the lapses in
safet: h

rafled near Gcmda}uncuon
station

v e
wake of the derailment of

the Chandigarh-Dibrugarh

FuLL REPORT
» PAG

and Jhitahi mnway el
around 237
day under (he JurAsdAcuon

Officer for the Northeast
Frontier Railway.
Tribhuvan Narayan, the
loco-pilot, is safe. He, as
well as other passengers,
reportedly heard a loud ex-
seconds before the
derailment of
coaches.

A 40-member medical

more medical teams and

es were rushed

Probe committee
The Union Rallway Minis-
try has ordered a high-level

ascertained. Ex)

bogies.
e to the accident, all

; loco pilot,
highevel probe

UTTAR
®
e RADESH

Lucknow

them to the St final

destination of Dibrugarh in
Assam. [n a post on X. As-
sam Chief Minfster Hirnan-
ta Biswa Sharma said that
he is monitoring the situa-

The relief commission-
ers office issucd helpline
Gonda

along the line was stopped.

w
the incident, apart from an
fnquiry to be conducted by
Commissioner of Rail-
way Safety.
Railway officials _sald

the accident is still being

trains
between" Gonds _and co.
rakhpur w
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Publish centre-wise NEET
results by tomorrow: SC

NEW DELMI

The Supreme rt on
Thursday dlrec(ed the Na-
tonal  Te: Agency
(N IA) o p'li)llsh the NEET-

of all 23.33 lakh
candidates who appeared

«
headed b) (_hter]usnm of

Sk cinta ol the Sxipomend Ciiuit duilng S hasing of the NEEY

Gered the N’I"A_ whilch can-

the students while releas-
ing the results from each
separate centre.
o Feason for releasing
centre-wise is to
e if the perfect 720/
720 scores were clustered
in any parti
centres, leading to suspi-
cions of foul play, includ-
ing question paper leaks
and cheating.
While the petitioners

entire exam, requiring a
re-test.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta, for the Centre,

The
Rallway Board issued hel-

nkca-
pur s(arlon from where
the Railways arranged for
Special rake th transport

(9957555966,
(GODIB&IIOL

garh (9957555960).

to the
of the entire results, saying

sults of the top 100 NEET-
UG scorers.
Senior advocate Naren-

paper

Thursday. SASH SHERAR KASHY

4 MBBS students part
of ‘solver gang’ arrested

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBD on

NEET-UG question paper
leak case.
The ZDII—hM:h students
are believed t

ambics of th

gang™ which provided the

answers to the questions
in the leaked papers. The:

court, which
remanded them for four
days.

CBI sources said the
Guestion paper stolen
from a trunk by
the NTA by Pankaj Kumar,
who was arrested here on
a

FULL REPORT
AGE 6

der Hooda. leading the pe-
utioners® side, said there
was ason for either
the Centre or the NTA to
“shy away~ from publish-
ing the results centre-wise

long as the students
identities were mot  dis-

Puhl-ﬂallon of the entire
resules would help the peti-
tioners to scour centre- or
city-wise scores to track

Agreeing, the court in-
iially gave NTA 24 hours,
that is by 5 p.m. on Friday,
o upload the results.
However, it later relent-
ed to extend the deadline
to Saturday at noon on a
request by NTA counsel,

senior advocate Naresh
Kaushik.

The Hench, also com-
prising Justices J.B. Pardi-
wala and Mancj Misra,
scheduled the next hearing
on July 22,

No order on counselling
The court did not pass a
positive order on an oral
plea by the petitioners,
many of them students, to
suspend the counselling
process. Mr. Mehta in-
fHiemed il tHe coumel

process was scheduled

2 policemen killed in bomb
explosion in Chhattisgarh

RAPUR
Two « sgarh police
constables were

e s cthere webe i
jured in an improvised ex-
plosive device (IED) blast
in Bijapur in the Naxalite-

dimarka in the Thana Tar-
rem area when the
explosion took place. All
six policemen belonged to
the Special Task Force, a

force constitut-

2 in the border area bet-
cm
3

rgured being ta
explosicn in Bgspur, Chhsttisgarh, on Thursday. P11

ween Bijapur, Dantewada
and diserices, teams
of STF, DRG, CoBRA, CRPF
from the said districts wene
special... joint opera-
Son o 16 July 2034 D
E oper
wwans were

stable Satter Singh, a resi-

after the IED

dent of Narayanpur, and
constable Bharat Lal Sahu,
a resident of the capitai
Raipur. The injured -
clude head constable Pu-

and the condition is nor-
mal” the police statement
added.

Influencer falls
to death while
shooting video
near waterfall

PAUMBAL

Aanvi r, a Mumbai-
based travel and lifestyle
influencer, died after fall-
Ing into a 300-foot gorge
while recording a

Kuml

district of Maharashtra on
Tuesday.
The police said she was
on a trip seven of her
friends to the waterfall
She slipped into the valley
while filming the sur-
mundu\gs and taking pho-
Kamdar goes
by the name “Theglocal
journal’ as an_influencer,
Yokt over two lakh follow:
ers on Instagram.

ruLL REPORT
» PAG

Two miilitants killed, soldiers injured in
combing operations in Doda, Kupwara

Peerzada Ashiq
FAMMU/SRINAGAR

Two unidentified

tion bid in Keran Sector of
Kupwara.

“The infiltration at-
tempt  was successfully
prevented with the elimi-
nation of two terrorists on
the LoC in Keran Sector,”
spol rson said.

The anti-infiltration op-
eration through-

Wave of militamcy: Army personnel during an encounter in 3
willage in Doda district of Samenu snd Kashimir on Thursday. T

A search

ing a search
Doda

sustained bullet injuries in
exchange of the
Kastigarh Srea, which has
dense forests nearby,
around 2 a.m_
It was the third face-off
and se

operation &s being con-

The operation Is under
‘way,” said Deputy lnspec~
tor General Shridhar

Officlal sources i the

out the day. Earlier, two
soldiers were injured dur-

or the

curity forces in Doda dis-
trict in three days.

third tdme frem the en.
counter site after engaging

in a firefight.
The Army and the J&K

mu, including 10 security
personnel.

leaders

Tuesday, was given to such _t
Zang.
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Opposition parties
take govt. to task

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

1n the wake of derailment
of the Chandigarh-Dibru-

Modi government, ques-
tloning the lapses in safety
m,

Congress presldznl nal-
lihtjun Khar,
on X, demanded that the
Kavach anti-collision sys-

multiple levels.
Last week, the Congress
had released a video of the
interaction that the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha. Rahul Gandhi,
had with loco-pilots, high-
ngmmg their grievances_
Gandhi, in a post on
x. “Dlamed
ment and negligence” on

Mamata

tem be expe
tiously on all routes.

the gm»emmem and the
“Satety

reaved , Mr.
~Prime Minister Narendra
nd ay M-

to the family of the be-
Kharge sasd:

raflway
and security of pass:
are o When will
the government come to its
senses?, ~ she said on X.
Samajwadi Party prvs#

H
¥
if
f
E
&

dent
sought answers from the
government, saying that

those responsible for the
accident should be held ac-

countable.
CPI general secretary D.
Raja said the spate of rail
clearly reveal the

dismal
nance of rail infrastruc-
ture. “PM Modi

Cries and dust filled coaches
as trrain derailed in Gonda

ht coaches of the train went off the tradk in the M

area: the loud noise of the coaches

toppling over to the left was followed by loud cries of the passengers, especially terrified children

GoNDA

andeep Kumar re-
members  hearing
the cxlas of u-Hay
and his coach gecting
et s he Chanas
garh-Dibrugarh _ Express

rsd.
r the loud

berth across from me. For

what ha in the next
few seconds. 1 only re-
m s and that
some rs pulled

get_out of the window.”
said Mr. Kumar, who was

travelling in a sleeper
coach.

sight coaches of the
train derailed in the Moti-

brags about Vande Bharat
trains and
what about maintaining
tracks,” he said.

state of mainte- know, near Gon-
da on Thursday, leaving
© ad and
several injured.
bullet rrains, but The passenger train

heading to Débrugarh from
Chandigarh crossed the

Gonda station at 1:58 p.m.

The next stop was Basti,

but it derafled shortly after
rossed

Mosigan) rail-
was si wing near the
window when'i heard

recalied
another passenger Manish
“Tiwari, adding that he felt a
jerk that hurled him to the
roof of the coach.

Shaukat Ansari, admit-
ted in the Community

Health Centre ((.HQ AMan-
kapur, satd he sus-
tained ln]urla on his face
while his father suffered in-
Jjuries on his back
The loud noise of the
the track
and toppling over to the

treated in 3 hospital sfter cosches of the
Chandigarh-Dibrugarh Express deradied in Gonds district of Uttar Pradesh on Thursday. =T

sleeper coaches.
Passengers had to wade

of the track to
nea

Posting video, Cong.
says RSS chief has
taken a swipe at PM

NEW DELHL

Quoting a wideo clip of
Rashtriya  Swayamsevak

fit organisation at Bishun-
pur in Jharkhand.
“is there ever an end to

lopments have no end.”
Mr. Bhagwat said.

o the RSS

¥ oad.
Others, shocked by the ac-
cident or injured, sat on
the track itself, waiting to
be rescued.

The rescuers were seen
entering the damaged
coaches to ensure that no

r was left behind.

chief's statement, Mr. Ra-
mesh 0 X and wrote,
“I am sure the seif-anoint-
ed non-b al PM has
£0t news of this latest Agni
Missile, fired by Nagpur
from Jharkhand and aimed
PR Kalya:

not
be from my biological bo-
dy. but was bestowed upon
me by God,” Mr. Modi had
sasd.

No ticket, no party posts:
BJP in Bengal has failed to
engage Muslim community

NEWS ANALYSIS

triggered a fresh debate on
~Muslim politics~ in West
Bengal

The remark not only
drew criticism from the
Opposition but also embar-
rassed the State BJP leader-
ship, which was quick to
say that the party believes
in the slogan even if it did
not get Muslim votes.

pointment
Performance In the

=
Suvendu Adhdar

sabha election. but it also
indicates a deep malaise in
West Bengal politics in
which Muslims have been

earlier this year before the
Lok Sabha election, as well
as claims that the Act
would be followed by a Na-
tonal Register of Citizens

am, created

BIP  leaders, including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, raised issues of ille-

BJP cautions Opposition against
using language inciting violence

NEW DELHI

In the wake of the assassi-
nation arempt on US. pre.
nald

the community, and said
the entire country was con-
cerned that the demogra.
phy of the bordex areas of
West lenpn‘ =

niearis Cisine
thet the’ community has
not supported the party
fall flas because the BIP has

up a
majority of the electorate,
the inamool
came m.m, ‘after the Gon:
gress and the BJP. The re-
sult indicate that even in a
atmosphere,
Muslims have voted for
candsdates of parties other
:hznr.h “Trinamool.
the 2011 Census,
\lmnlns comprise 27.01%
f West

The BJP has failed to en-
gage with Muslims in West

e Lok Sabha election,

munity of the State.

Trump, the Union g;omm

nata Party on

a press conference,
Rafyn Satt merber. ad
BJP national spokesperson

nister Narendra
Modi, stating lhsx it could

consequences.
o worrying
Speaking to presspersons,
Union AMinister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the “choice

position should maintain
Ay Dy Tos choces
such words. They should
exercise restraint by
serious in their words and
behaviour.” he said_

Trivedi also cit-
ed the retired officer’s arti-
cle which drew “attention
tow: the t securi-
ty-related activities in the
world and its impact on In-

Stating that use of pro-

against M
Aodi oonunuous!y inctua-
ing by the Leader of the
Oppmman i the Lok Sab-
, Rahul Gandhi.

e BJP leader said de-
rogatory wo such
dande marenge (hit with
sticks), kabr (grave
will be dug), mar ja (die).
and sar phod denge (will
break your head ) were be-
ing directed at Mr. Modi.

“The person used
wor as boti bot kat-
na [cut into preces] against

Choice of
waords is crucial

in public life. The

Opposition should

maintain dignity by not

choosing such words
ASHWENI VAISINAW

Onton Musicver

the Prime Mlnls!el has
en made an MP of the

the end of fear.
mean

happen to the entourage of
any leader,” asked Mr. Tri-

nting 2021
security breach during
ane l\llnls(er Modi's visit

e vived! sald words
such as “death” and ~vio-
lence~ should not be used
in political statements. He
said the word “death™

first used against a leader

by former Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi in 2007.

SP chief makes
‘monsoon
offer’. mocks
rift’ in BJP

@ N 5. On Oc
er 24, 2013, serial bomb

blasts took place at his Pat-

hat  security arrange-
ments were made by the
government

n
e the seauricy of M.
Gandhi and his sister dur-
ing recent

Kzshrnﬂr

ever forget how Punjab
Police, then under the
<

e Akhilean v

the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party (BIP).
st offer: Sau

part
short of its previous num-
ber of 62 seats won in 2019,
with the BJP questioning

\I\hen (he s was
t the Centre. he
S that in the tehrar
han case, an attempt was
made to show that she was

compromised Prime Minis-
ter’s security. when his
convoy was left stranded
ona g2,

the
in State with an MLA from

If India gives land, we will work together to
produce palm oil here: Malaysian Minister

NEW DELHI

india and Malaysia have
decided to increase bilater-
al cooperation i the field
of edible of, y the
Palm, and
g pmducno\n and trade
of paim oil
Pimion pilnister for Agri-
culture Shivraj Singh Chou-
han met Mmer of Planta-
tons an

s to Malaysia. “We
IRlkec Aot e {amae riet
asked

ensure
Gate supply o of rice and su-
gar,” Mr.

Talking to 1 reporlers af-
ter the mee: Ghani
Saded thar the Ktinistors al.
so discussed the National
Mission on Edible Oils and
India’s plan to increase cul-
tivation of oil palms.

Malayaia Dotk Sert Johart

Abdul Ghani here on

Thursday. The two leaders
1 the d

~We offered the services of
our research and develop-
ment, seed supply and

learnd have requested
lndix o llfl the ban on ex-
<p

pas
experience to India. We
can work together to fight
the propaganda a
palm oil. This edible oil is
very versatlle.” he sald.
sald the future of

Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan with Malay=ian Minister
Datuk Seri Johari Abdul Ghani and officals in New Delhi. P

palm oil is “very

&2 con-
three million
Im oil out of
he 5 million tonmnes tndia
imports every year. India is
our biggest partner. If In-
dia offers land, we will
work together 1o produce
palm oil in India,” he sasd.
Asked about India’s ef-

forts to cut down mports,
he said: ~1 don't see any de-
crease In t
palm ofl as the:
Placement for palm ofl.-
earlier

ity standards. He sald no
new land is used to cultiv-

Uttarakhand govt. plans action
against use of Char Dham names

NEW DELHE

nique from the State go-

vernment, at the Cabinet

meeting held under the
of M

ate oil
tion is also st opped

Asked about the harass-
ment faced by Indian mi-
grant wi sian
i it the cantrore
sies about bondage. he
said such issues will be a

of the require-
ts is to ensure sustain-
ability, and the farms will
have to manage workers as
per _International Labour
3

pnms to ban the export of

palm oil to the Euroj

he said Malaysia
sure that the

palm oil produced in the

country met all sustainabil-

Union,
d

(hem is a labour . they
will not be allowed to ex-

vl be a thing of

= he said.
Pl |

r. Dha-

The t Cabinet
on Thursday decided to
implement  strict  laws

against_organisations or
names of Char
Dharm temples of the State.

mi, it was decided that the
State would take strict legal
provisions againss the for-
mation committee or
Tt i the name of Char
Dham temples that consist
of Badrinath-Kedarnath-

“Trusts in the name of
other major temples locat-
ed in the State will also be
checked " said a senior offi-

known
as land of temples and
gods. told the Cabinet that
uch truses rganisa-

tions not only creared con-
fusion among the general

ditions and be-
liefs. and there was also a
ibility of tat

the local level
While the State govern-
ment is on the backfoot

pertaining to the Chief Mi-
nister laying the founda-

stone for the proposed
Kedarnath (en'lple n Del'h.l

Opposition

has decided to Liunch a pa-
da yatra from July 24 in
protest against the propo-

“The Kedarnath Bachao

Dham,” said Uttarakhand
Congress president Karan
Mahara

Amx




If India gives land, we will work together to

produce palm oil here:

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India and Malaysia have
decided to increase bilater-
al cooperation in the field
of edible oil, especially the
cultivation of oil palm, and
the production and trade
of palm oil.

Union Minister for Agri-
culture Shivraj Singh Chou-
han met Minister of Planta-
tions and Commodities of
Malaysia Datuk Seri Johari
Abdul Ghani here on
Thursday. The two leaders
also discussed the decision
of India to ban the exports
of rice and sugar to ensure
adequate supply in domes-
tic markets. Mr. Ghani is
learnt to have requested
India to lift the ban on ex-

~hd

ports to Malaysia. “We
talked about the issue and
asked him to ensure adeg-
uate supply of rice and su-
gar,” Mr. Ghani said.
Talking to reporters af-
ter the meeting, Mr. Ghani
added that the Ministers al-
so discussed the National
Mission on Edible Oils and
India’s plan to increase cul-
tivation of oil palms.

Busting ‘propaganda’
“We offered the services of
our research and develop-
ment, seed supply and
partnership management
experience to India. We
can work together to fight
the propaganda against
palm oil. This edible oil is
very versatile,” he said.

He said the future of

B

palm oil is “very good” as it
is being used as edible oil
and biofuel. “Malaysia con-
tributes three million
tonnes of palm oil out of
the 9.7 million tonnes India
imports every year. India is
our biggest partner. If In-
dia offers land, we will
work together to produce
palm oil in India,” he said.
Asked about India’s ef-

Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan with Malaysian Minister
Datuk Seri Johari Abdul Ghani and officials in New Delhi. piB

. ”

forts to cut down imports,
he said: “I don’t see any de-
crease in the import of
palm oil as there is no re-
placement for palm oil.”
On Malaysia’s earlier
plans to ban the export of
palm oil to the European
Union, he said Malaysia
had made sure that the
palm oil produced in the
country met all sustainabil-

Malaysian Minister

ity standards. He said no
new land is used to cultiv-
ate oil palm, and deforesta-
tion is also stopped.

Asked about the harass-
ment faced by Indian mi-
grant workers in Malaysian
farms and the controver-
sies about bondage, he
said such issues will be a
“thing of the past” soon.
“Under our new regula-
tion, one of the require-
ments is to ensure sustain-
ability, and the farms will
have to manage workers as
per International Labour
Organisation guidelines. If
there is a labour issue, they
will not be allowed to ex-
port palm oil. We will make
sure that we will stop bon-
dage. It will be a thing of
the past,” he said.

e |




Malavsia is one of 18 countries allowed by the RBI to open Special Rupee Vostro Accounts ( to settle
payments in the rupee.

Details

The Union Bank of India said that it has become the first bank in India to operationalise this ootion
bv openina a Special Rubee Vostro Account through its “corresponding bank” in Malaysia — India
International Bank of Malaysia.
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« The India-Malaysia bilateral trade touched $19.4 billion during 2021-22.

« Malavsia is the third laraest tradina partner of India in the ASEAN reaion. after Sinaapore and
Indonesia that account for $30.1 billion and $26.1 billion bilateral trade with India respectively.

* Malaysia is the 13th largest trading partner for India while India stands amongst the 10 largest
trading partners globally.

+ 2021-22 & ERIeT HARA-HARIAT gfauafiar saaR 19.4 [feaeT ek as 9ga 17|

- THITOY 3R SR & &g AT NTAAGT 879 H AR a0 FoH 991 IR ARNER
g, fofasr #Rd & @ FaAer: 30.1 Sfows ster 3R 26.1 fafaae sier &7 gfaushy @R &

» HARIT ¥R &1 1337 98 J37 I HEMER § Safe #Rd g T W 10 §ad &3
TR HEERT 7 ¥ T ¢




Major exported items from India to Malaysia include minerals fuels, mineral oils & products, bituminous
substances, and mineral waxes (USS 2,237.57 million); followed by organic chemicals (USS 510.27 million) in FY
2021-22.

Major items imported by India from Malaysia include animal or vegetable fats & oils & their cleavage products;
animal vegetable waxes (USS 4,429.71 million); followed by minerals fuels, mineral oils & products, bituminous
substances, mineral waxes (USS 1,344.66 million) in FY 2021-22.

AR § AARAT &1 AT T ST gt 97E &3t & @iasr sue, @fst do 3R 3cure, Sefdeaa
gerd 3R @lae A| (2,237.57 AT 37ARET 3ioR) afAe & 9% ¢ fad a¥ 2021-22 &
Fefoier (AT (510.27 AT 3ARET SlelR) &7 A& 37T ¢

HRA SR HARIAT & AT Y S dlell JHE &3t & 9 AT aoeqiad aar 3R de 3N 36
Folldol 3cUle, eMAS g; U Tl AH (JuH$4,429.71 fAfewe); fad av 2021-22 & @iast g4,
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* Countries Involved: India and Malaysia

* Focus: Increase cooperation in the field of edible oil, particularly oil
palm cultivation, and palm oil production and trade.
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* Participants: Union Minister for Agriculture Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Malaysian
Minister of Plantations and Commodities Datuk Seri Johari Abdul Ghani

* Topics Discussed: National Mission on Edible Oils, India's plans to increase oil
palm cultivation, and the export of rice and sugar from India to Malaysia

» HENER: Y FA Riatsr g dlgT 3R FARAT & JHA g
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* Malaysia's Offer: Research, seed supply, and partnership management
experience to India.

 Versatility: Palm oil is used as an edible oil and biofuel. Malaysia
contributes 3 million tonnes to India's 9.7 million tonnes annual import.

» HATRAT T YFAE: HRA A HTHUT, el 3, AR AR
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Sustainability: Ensuring all palm oil production meets sustainability standards.

Labour Issues: Addressing harassment and bondage issues faced by Indian migrant workers in
Malaysia under new regulations.

HAddr: Tl 15 & Al 3cdlge] Sl AT HIeTohl I G el JlARTT Tl
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* Consider the following statements about the cooperation between India and
Malaysia in the field of palm oil:

1.India and Malaysia have decided to enhance bilateral cooperation in the field of oil
palm cultivation and palm oil production.

2.Malaysia contributes to 9.7 million tonnes of palm oil that India imports annually.

3.The Malaysian government has offered research, seed supply, and partnership
management experience to India.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a) 1and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2, and3



Uttarakhand govt. plans action
against use of Char Dham names

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Uttarakhand Cabinet
on Thursday decided to
implement strict laws
against organisations or
trusts using names of Char
Dham temples of the State.
The government says this
creates confusion among
people and devotees.

The Cabinet decision
came days after the Char
Dham temples’ priest asso-
ciation launched a State-
wide protest against the
BJP-led State government
and Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dami for laying the
foundation stone of the re-
plica of Kedarnath temple,
proposed to be built in Del-
hi’s Burari

According to a commu-

nique from the State go-
vernment, at the Cabinet
meeting held under the
chairmanship of Mr. Dha-
mi, it was decided that the
State would take strict legal
provisions against the for-
mation of committee or
trust in the name of Char
Dham temples that consist
of Badrinath-Kedarnath-
Gangotri-Yamunotri.

“Trusts in the name of
other major temples locat-
ed in the State will also be
checked,” said a senior offi-
cial who was part of the Ca-
binet meeting.

The Chief Minister, who
witnessed the ire of the
priest community in the
State, which is also known
as land of temples and
gods, told the Cabinet that
such trusts and organisa-

tions not only created con-
fusion among the general
public, but also hurt local
traditions and religious be-
liefs, and there was also a
possibility of resentment at
the local level.

While the State govern-
ment is on the backfoot
pertaining to the Chief Mi-
nister laying the founda-
tion stone for the proposed
Kedarnath temple in Delhi,
the Opposition Congress
has decided to launch a pa-
da yatra from July 24 in
protest against the propo-
sal.

“The Kedarnath Bachao
pada yatra will start from
Haridwar on July 24 and
conclude at Kedarnath
Dham,” said Uttarakhand
Congress president Karan
Mahara.

AIN-X
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Proposed Char Dham highway

® Dham
; Lanka @ Major junctions
e @ DTE stopovers
Badrinath
Dharasu \
': Pithoragarh

e & &

Rishikesh



THE CHAR DHAM
PARIYOJANA

is a programme of the Union™ i
Ministry of Road Transport & Yamunotri
Highways to widen about

889 km of highways connecting:

Rishikesh to Rudraprayag'_ 3
141 km - Dharasu [
RudraprayagtoMana

140km

Rishikesh to Dharasu Bend ' De(h)radun
120 km M
Dharasu Bend to Gangotri g

110 km

Dharasu Bend to Yamunotfi

75km UTTARAKHAND

Rudraprayag to Gauri Kund?_ . "oy
77 km -

Tanakpur to Pithoragarh

161 km

Ta povan
Gotind Pashy
Vihar

f

g Valley of
NH 94 ] (o MANG Yalleyol

Rishi

LN "'a‘&‘
7 UTTARAKHAND e Nainital
. ¢ Cost

212,072 cr
450 km

roads completed

E

Haldwani
L]

Char Dham project roads
: Protected areas :
Rivers
Completed hydel projects

Hydel projects under
construction

®

Tehri Stage-ll
Capacity 1000

:'; .. Rudgapur
\‘%

LIST OF UNDER CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS (more than 50% work 6ompleted)

@ ® ® ®

Tapovan- Vishnugad Phata- Madhama-
Vishnugad, Pipalkoti, Byoung, heshwar,
Capacity 520 MW Capacity 444 MW Capacity 76 MW 15MWon

®

Kaligangalll,
Capacity 6 MW on

MW on Bhagirathi

; on Alaknanda
River

River

adhamaheswar
Ganga River

on Mandakini
River

on Dhauliganga
River

Kaliganga River

DH GRAPHICS: RAMU MASTAIAH



Road to disaster

Environmentalist concemns that have been
highlighted by NGT indlude:

= Many sites of the mountain slopes along
Char Dham highways have become
unstable, and critical landslip zones have
beanactlmd

Mhnbanﬂuhﬂoodslnﬂimnda

valley and Bhagirathi valley, and earthquakes
in Chamoll and Uttarkashi

* Road widening activity Is a major
trigger for landslips

m&udmmhmﬂmm
slopes unstable, and the project involves
cutting the base of steep mountain slopes
and Devdhar, Ton and Kail trees
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Ursula von der Leven re-elected

European Commission President
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South Korea’s top court re

some ri

ts for same-sex couple:

=

Eurcpesn Union®

cuples.
health insurance agency’s refusal

Court s it ruled that the state

MOSCOW

Russia jails ex-U.S. paratrooper

for 13 vears on

~
Michae! Travis Leake.  former U.S.
detained in

ch:

WOODSTOCK

Zelenskvy rejects attempts to cut
deal with Russia after Orban visit

2 year ago an d b wazon

Thuradley senterced 13 yases i j83, Moscows courts service said.

him of offerces linked

ranging from the o

e for g2y couples was an act of discrimination.

20 the sale of Megal narcotics, the courts service said. wr

Uskrainian

=3

Zelenskyy on Thursday slammed

Sy attempts to cut deats with Moscow behind Kyre's back, sfter
Hungary’s Prime Minister Vikior Orban visited Russian leader

Viadimir Putin

Me. Orban visited Moscow on July S as part of what

e described a3 3 “peace mission” over the war n Ukrsns

Joe Biden

Biden tests
positive for
COVID, fuelling
health worries

LAS VEGAS

U.S. President
tested positive ror LO\'ID
with mild sym,

Wednesd_wy Shortly s aﬁ‘er

woul
pricips aropping his re-dlec-
tion bid if doctors diag-
nosed him with a serious
medical condition.

The Sl-year-old Demo-

0 Las Vegas and flew to
laware to
go into isolation, c

will take him off the cam-

th the

Trump sparked concerns
about his health and calls
from some Democrats for
him to step aside.

Vance weaves the personal
into America First politics

price, said the V- candidate, adding that a Trump presidency will focus on the welfare of workers

.D. Vance, the Ref
J blican candidate for

U.S. Vice President,
wove the story of his child-
hood struggle in a decrepit
white working class com-
munity in Ohio into Ameri-
ca First politics, vowing to
regenerate manufscnring

the

avoid U.S.

s paid the

nior in high school that
same Joe Biden supported
the disastrous invasion of
Iraqand at each step of the

China’s leaders vow to fight
‘risks’ plaguing economy

BEUING

Betjing's leaders vowed on
Thursday to resolve “risks™

country out of its financial
woes.

The world's second-lar-
st

Srere sent overaeas and our
children were sent to war,"
Mr. Vance said, as the
crowd chanted “Joe must
g0 The America First na-

ge
with a property debt crisis,

and an ageing population.
All how

party in Beling, atiended

global conflicts. “Our

a i Sinping N Plensry
the 20th Central Committes of the CPC, in Beijing. REUTESS

State news agency Xin-

hua said they had agreed

to ~prevent and resolve

risks key areas such as

real estate, (and) local go-
debt™.

jobs in country and  stremg support: 0. Varce Suring the Naticaal v Mr. inping,
. Wiscorsin an e Trump has found a perfect | might tackle thax despen

)obs mpion in Mr. Vance, malaise.
wese sent overseas and our munity to global trade. In  who dialled up the angel But few new fes

children were sent to war,”
Mr. Vance, 39, told the Re-
publican National Conven-
tion on Wednesday.

His Indian-origin_ wife
Usha introduced the Sena-
tor from Ohio at the con-

eone
American

“He has the same ambi-
tion for all Americans,” she

said recalling how Mr.
Vance learnt to In-
dian vegetarian food and

embraced her family of In-
fmmigrant parents

is testament to this great
country,” she said
The couple met as class-

ow of peopie mto e

U.S. for a runaway crisis in
a

as he made it clear tha
migration was integral to
being American. “We are a
people with a shared hiszo-
ry and a shared future. In
short, we are a nation..
part of that tradition, we
welcome ewcomers.
When we allow newcom-
ers Into our American fa-
mily, we allow them on our
terms — that is the way we
preserve the continuity of
e profect.” Mr.

aid, pointing out that his
wife's. family “genuinely
enriched™ the U.S.

Mr. Vance was raised by
his_grandmother who he
said 1 and the ¥
word. His single mother
had fallen to addiction
even as jobs and factories
disappeared from the com-

his acceptance speec]
Vance Hnked the decline of
his family and the com-
munity directly to U.S. Pre-
sident Joe Biden.

Forgotten by rulers
“It was also a place that
T Do et colas met
by America’s rul-
ing class in Washington.
When 1 was in grade four, a
career politician by the
name of Joe Biden support-
ed NAFTA — a bad trade
deal that sent countless
good jobs.

1 was a sophomore in high
school that same career
d Joe Biden

trade deal that destroyed
even more American
middle class manufactur-
ing jobs; when I was a se-

Mr. Vance, who served
as a marine in Iraqg, said
American soldiers would
be sent to war only whe

“no more
tions that betray the gene-
rosity of the American tax
payer”. The VP candidate

n a strong oppo-
nent of US. aid to Ukraine.
[From Iraq to Afghanis-

American  working

meeting wrapped up on
Thursday.

They also vowed to “ac-

ed, after data this week

showed retail sales — a key
gauge of consumption —
rose just two percent in
June.
Echoing pastp plena, top
sda "yvve fuller
play o (he Tole of marke
ms and make up
for ma.rk.et fallu‘tes"

Bangladesh students reject PM’s
olive branch after deadly protests

DHAKA
Bangladeshi students
pressed on Thursday with
nationwide protests

who
pledged justice for 18 killed
in the demonstratior

Riot police again fired

tear gas and rubber bullets

to disperse crowds of prot-

esters, with 11 more deaths

reported through the day

as the government ordered
shutdown of

the “murder™ of protesters
in a televised address to

the nation on Wedn:

and v that those res-

ponsible will be punished

regardless of their political
ation.

But Students Against
Discrimination, the main
group behind this month's
rallies, dismissed her
words as msincere and
urged supporters to press
on.

Israeli Minister visits Al-Agsa
site risking Gaza truce talks

3

USALEM

israel's far-right National
curity Minister visited je-
rusalem’s most skl'lsknve
e on Thu
move that could disupt
the delicate Gaza ceasefire
calks.
Itamar Ben-Gvir, an ul-
tranationalist settler lead-
er, said he had gone up to

compound

The site is revered by
Jews as the Temple Mount,
and by Muslims as Haram
al-sharif, a holy site and
important sym-
bol. Ben-Gvir has fre-
quently visited the site dur-
ing tmes of conflict,
dras

Itamar Ben-Guir

bu leaves for a wip to the
nited States, where he
Wil address Cangress.
Mr. Ben-Gvir said while
\ i front of the
den dome of AbAqsa Mos-
que that he “is praying and
working hard” to ensure
that Mr. Netanyahu will not
give in to international
pressure and will continue
with the military campaign
in Gaza. Mr. Ben-Gwir last
visited the site in May t
i

Tensions over the com-

o hreatens w0
rupt  sensitive

e 1 reaching a cease-

fire in the 9-month-old Is-

rael-Hamas war. Israeli ne-

gotiators landed in Cairo
on Wednesday to continu
talks. The vis! cam:

Just days before Prime Mi-

nister Benjamin Netanya-

o
protest unilater-
ally

As Security Minister, Mr.
Ben-Gvir oversees  the
country’s police force. As a
key coalition partner, Mr.
Ben-Gvir also has the pow-
er to rob Netanyahu of hns
parliamentary  majorit
Bnd Gy o force early

Mr. Ben-Guir has used
his influence to push for-
ward pet projects and en-
courage Mr. Netanyahu to
press ahead with the war
in Gaza in the face of wi-
despread calls to reach a
cease-fire deal that would
bring home hosta,

tages.
Foreign

Knesset votes
toreject
Palestinian
statehood

JERUSALEM

An Israeli Parlament vote
to oppose a Palestinian
state as ~existential
threat”, just days ahead of
a visit by Prime Minister

passed by 68 votes to nine
2 resolution that said a Pal-

Ministry condemned Mr.

statehood.
cxtreme views
He has been convicted

eight times for offences
that include racism and

from compulsory military
ervice.

s expected to ssue an

sory opinion on the legal-
n)' of Istael’s 57-year occu-
pation of the Palestinian
tervitories, an ongoing le-

pied by 1srael ot Per-
tuai
Praa Palestintan contlite

EmiLIA

MARIA LUISA
Anatia
CARLA
ELENA
ESTHER

The names of bombing victims and the Spanish pheaze Me:
anniversary of the bombing of the AMIA ewish centre that kilied 85 people in Buenos Aires,

N
JUST IQA
18 JULIO 17774

d Justice’ cover 3 wall after 3 ceremony was held to mark the 30th
n Thursday. AP

an, ;on : the 5
scsnimeemans. | France hunts arson suspects after 7 killed

er before Mr. Netanyahu's

rt
Justice (IC)) over the legali-
ty of Israel's occupation of
the West Bank.

The resolunon said

gal case not
the current Israel Hamas
war.

Overnight Lsraell strikes
on Thursday in central
2a killed at least 11 people.
according to hospi

stace was -a reward for ter-
rorism and would only en-
courage Hamas and its sup-
porters” after the October
7 atsacks that killed 1,200
people, mostly

France Presse

NICE

The police were hunting
for three arson

Thursdsy after aB. apart-
membmldu-g Heekmotes

e southes
hv‘u-nch clly of lee ane
Minister Gabriel Attal said.
'l'he dead lnclude three
children — 5, 7and 10 years
old — and a 17-year-old who

tried to escape by jumping
from a window, they
adde:

The apartment Is locat-
ed in the low-income
neighbourhood of Les
Moulins, known for being a

Her that surveiliance foot-
age showed ee men

wearing balaclavas in the
vicinicy.

The apartment was oc-
cupied by a family believed
to have Comoran origins,
regional prefect

said.
Nice prose(\unr Damien
sal

started on the building's
second floor nnd sprend
ircase
higher floors. authorities
B escuers sald that three
people were taken to hos-
pital, one of them with life-

tors were looking into_a

c cause for the

fire.
The

blaze probably

injuries after
jumnping from a windaw.
police were in
ps\u.hokrgcal care after
witnessing the scene.
amx
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Ursula von der Leyen re-elected
European Commission President

REUTERS

A

Lawmakers at the European Parliament on Thursday re-elected
Ursula von der Leyen to a second five-year term as president of the
European Union’s executive commission. The re-election ensures
leadership continuity for the 27-nation bloc as it wrestles with crises
ranging from the Ukraine war to climate change and migration. ar



European Council (summit)

Council of Ministers

European Parliament (The Council) European Commission
Court of Court of Economic and Social . i
Justice Auditors Committee Committee of the Regions
European Investment Bank Agencies European Central Bank

The European Union Institutions



Membership

27 [show]

members

Government

* President of the

European Council

* President of the
Commission

* Presidency of the
Council of the
European Union

* President of the

European Parliament

Mixed
supranational and
intergovernmental
directorial
parliamentary
confederation

Charles Michel
Ursula von der

Leyen
== Hungary!®l

Roberta Metsola

Legislature

* Upper house

The European
Parliament and the
Council

Council of the
European Union

» Lower house European
Parliament

Formation!*!

* Treaty of Paris 18 April 1951

* Treaty of Rome 1 January 1958

« Single European Act 1 July 1987

* Treaty of Maastricht

* Treaty of Lisbon

1 November 1993
1 December 2009







Cyprus lies wholly in Asia but is at times considered a European
country. Cyprus is a member nation of the EU, despite its

geographical location.

Not all member nations use the common currency Euro. Only 19
member states consider the Euro as their currency. However, a
few countries in Europe like Montenegro and Kosovo, even
though not part of the EU, use the Euro as their currency.



While the attempts to have a Constitution for
the EU have failed, it has its own flag,
anthem, founding date, and currency.

EU has some form of a common foreign and

security policy in its dealings with other
hations.



* The EU is India’s 2nd-largest trading partner (after the US) and India’s 2nd-largest
export market. India is the EU's 10th largest trading partner, accounting for 2%
of EU total trade in goods.

* Trade in services between the EU and India reached 40 hillion Euro in 2021.



* Exports:

* India's merchandise exports to EU member countries stood at about USD 65 hillion
in 2021-22, while imports aggregated at USD 51.4 hillion.

* In 2022-23, the exports aggregated at USD 67 bhillion, while imports stood at USD
54.4 hillion in 2021-22.



* Consider the following statements: (2023)

* The ‘Stability and Growth Pact’ of the European Union is a treaty that

1.limits the levels of the budgetary deficit of the countries of the European Union
2.makes the countries of the European Union to share their infrastructure facilitie

3.enables the countries of the European Union to share their technologie

* How many of the above statements are correct

* (a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None
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UDHAYANIDHI STALIN, Tamil
Nadiss Yourh Wellare and Spoets
Development Minister and soa
of Chief Mirister MK Szalin, is set
0 be elevated as the Deputy
Chise Augusst 22,

JcCorMing 10 top SOUrceEs in the
DMK, s efevation
mirrors that of his father. who
became Deputy CM after the
2009 Lok Sabha polls.
Udhayanidhi pushed for the
promotion to gain “wider 2
ceptance” within the govern-
rent and to lighten the load ca
his fathes. it s leamt.
or DMK source con-
firmed that Udhayanichi's ele-
nd wll likely

In TN, CM Stalin’s
son Udhayanidhi
to be Deputy CM

new
for the US on August 22
ermance. “This mowve will help
sroomt

SURYAKUMAR
ADAV APPOINTED TRAIN DERAILS IN UP 3 KILLED
3“‘“"‘“‘“ Lo when the

i inUttar Pradesh Thursday. s11 = #S

MUZAFFARNAGAR POLICE ORDER ON KANWAR ROUTE EATERIES
Allies, BJP’s Naqvi question order,
say it will hurt social harmony

Police say ‘voluntary’; BJP says ‘gives Hindus equal rights’

VIKAS PATHAK

& NEETIKA JHA

NEW DELHLJULY 18

BIP ALLIES JD(U) and RLD and

senioe BJP keader Mukhtar Abbas.

Naqgwi joined Opposition parties
Thusrsday in questioning an osdes

by the police in Muzaflamagar.

Utzar Pradesh, directing thas

shops and carts falling on the
Kamwar Yatra route desplay the
s

Significant responsibslities.~
Senior ministef said, citing the
nd-

take place before CM Stalin's

scheduled trip to the United
States on Augst 22

o T pioey st L wi gl

£ Minister's work-

T Eaiitating Smoctrcs -

SUKRITA

GUWAHATL JULY 18

THEFAMILIES of three men, who

beirg apprebended from an -
torsckshaw a day eartier.

1In a social med:ia post on
Wednesday. Assam  Chief
Minéster Himanta Biswa Sarma
wiote. “In an early morming op-

admits

PAGE1
ANCHOR

KIRAN PARASHAR
BENGALURU JULY 18
CIVIC  AUTHORITIES  in

Bengaturu decided Thussday o
seal a mall over property tax
Sue-

missed doubts, asserting that
the post was not imposed
but requested by Udhayanidhi
himsell

UED ON PAGE 2

Day after Assam cops
say 3 militants killed,
families cite video to
claim fake encounter

by the local BJP MLA and a
prordinest iadu scoc deew
criticism, the Muzaflarnagas po-
tice | tssued 2 fresh advisory
g that shopows

CBI will need
consent for
inquiry against
state officials,
says MP Govt
ANAND MOHAN J

BHOPAL SULY 18

THE BJP Government in Madlbya

eration Cachar
Himar mikeants froen Assasm and
neighbouring Manipur, Police
also recovered two.
Scher rifle, and one pissol
har borders Manipur's

Jisiham district. which
on the boit since kst month. The
Himar community is part of the
Kuki-Zo ethnic group. which is
in coaflict with Meiteis in the
State. There is 4150 3 Himar popu-
lation in Cachar, and a large
number of Kuki-Zo people.
cluding Hmars, who have been
dispaced from Jiribam. are cur-
rently taking shelter in Cachar

conTIN PAGE 2

for action against the mall.

AS the lncsdent Sowballed,

it the matter figuring &

Assen ursday. the Bruhat

Bex\g.\hnu Mahanagara Palike

against the

ated on Magads

main road, Sayirg it owes RS 178
crarein property L.

R Gffices Said e cul

tax

Fakirappa, a 62-yeas-old farmer

eaved yee.
We decidied 50 Shus the ML the

ues. two days after an elderly
farmer
shopping-cinema complex be-  ment has not been
use e was in 2 dhoti.
incident involving  officer

= e

B

ers could display their names
and those of eheiremployees “of
theis own wil

B herwever, defended

higher ac
Speaking to The indian
Express, JD(U) beader K C Tyags
s3id the Kamwar vatra was taken
in several places across the
‘mnmy.munmussm.n U and

anykun\n\u.n_llll_ueAm Wehore

areany anersocial elemenes. the
Police are competent to tackle
Chvares M s aartas G a reth-
sous level, communal harmory
Wil suffer-” Tyagi said.

He added: “Across the west-
em UP beix fram where the Yatra

i et ane placas whishs
30-40% of the

e

77.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR. 712 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.CO8
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Report NEET-UG results
city-wise, centre-wise,
SC tells testing agency

Courtsets July 20, 12 noon deadline,
tells NTA to mask students’ identities

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELS8 JULY 18

THE SUPREME Coust Thursday
asked the National Testing
Agency (NTA) to publish city-
yise and centre-wise NEET-UG

xamination results of all
3 lakh candidates, masking
their identities

Rising
® Numbers

EXPLAINED

THE NEET-UG was coo-
ducted x 4750 exam cen-
tres in 571 citses, inchuding
34 beoad. In 2023,

CBI detains 4
students from
AIIMS-Patna

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA JULY 18

THE CBI has detained four MBE
students from AIIMS Patna &
alleged lea

I b Sy
“We direct the NTA to pub-
Esh the marks obtai Beained by st

UG-2024 NEET ex-

2097 c
weere designated w con-

of the National Eligsbélity cur
Entrance Test (Undergraduate
question paper.
1 had shared phon
numbers and phos ographs o
students.

ation, while, at the same The azenc
time. witho he comer- then BS stusdents un
s of the students. The re- age of rusal areas. der detention.” siid Gopi
sult should be declared city and Krishaa Pal

centre-wise by 12 noon on 20 ABNISPacra Fe said the student
July 2024 Misra also the the CBL
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Intel failure led to
Kargil war: Ex-Army
Chief N C Vij in book

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI,JULY 18

ELABORATING ON the circum-
stances that led to the 1999 Kargil
war, former Army Chief NC Vij
(retd) writes in his new book
‘Alone in the Ring’ that intelli-
gence agencies had “gravely failed
to detect the large purchases of
winter fighting equipment from
international weapons markets
by Pakistan” and “inaccurate as-
sessment” of the Research and
Analysis Wing (R&AW)that there
was no possibility of a war with
Pakistan in the current year.

The book, yet to be released,
alsodwells upon the lessons from
the war at a time when India is
gearing up to mark 25 years of
Kargil Vijay Diwas on July 26.

Gen Vij was DG of Military
Operations during the Kargil war
and Vice Chief of Army Staff dur-
ing Operation Parakram, follow-
ing the terrorist attack on the
Parliament, and coordinated the
largest mobilisation of the Army.

In his book, Gen Vij writes
that the Pakistan Army had the
advantage of surprise in the be-
ginning and India was caught
unawares due to an intelligence
failure. “Not only was the intru-
sion detected late, but also our
intelligence agencies were un-
able toassessif the intrusion was
by militants or the Pakistan
Army,” he noted, adding that
there was, however, an acute
shortage of high-quality surveil-

lance equipment at the time and
the Army was particularly poorly
equipped for surveillance oper-
ations.

He said it was also militarily
difficult to anticipate Pakistan
would launch such arisky opera-
tion at high altitudes in extreme
weather with little possibility of
big gains, but intelligence agen-
cies gravely failed to detect the
large purchases of winter fighting
equipment from international
weapons markets by Pakistan.

“The assessment of R&RAW
was categorically that ‘there was
no possibility of a war with
Pakistan in the current year’, This
inaccurate assessment resulted
in a strategic failure,” he writes.

The book also highlights that
the Kargil Review Committee
had held R&AW primarily re-
sponsible for the intelligence
failure besides the lack of infor-
mation sharing and coordina-
tion among agencies.

“They had failed to detect a
change in the deployment of
battalionsin the area and the ad-
dition of one battalion to the
force level normally deployed
there. The committee also held
military intelligence responsi-
ble to a lesser extent for not de-
tecting the intrusion on the
ground,” it stated.

“The KRC concluded that in-
telligence failure was the single
major factor leading to the Kargil
conflict,” the book noted.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com



MASHCO PIRO

The largest uncontacted tribe in the world, who live in
the Amazon rainforest of southeastern Peru

INDIGENOUS RIGHTS NGO Survival
International has released rare pictures
of the Mashco Piro tribespeople in south-
eastern Peru, one of the world’s 100-odd
uncontacted tribes.

The pictures taken in late June show
more than 50 tribespeople on the bank
of ariver, close to where logging compa-
nies have been granted concessions.

“These incredible images show that
very large numbers of uncontacted
Mashco Piro people are living just a few
miles from where loggers are poised to
start operations... This is a humanitarian
disaster in the making,” Caroline Pearce,
director of Survival International, said.

The uncontacted tribe

Almost all uncontacted tribes live in
the jungles of the Amazon and Southeast
Asia. The Mashco Piro, possibly number-
ing more than 750, are believed to be the
largest of such tribes. These nomadic
hunter-gatherers live in the Amazon jun-
gles of the Madre de Dios Region, close to
Peru’s border with Brazil and Bolivia.

Peru’s government has forbidden all
contact with the Mashco Piro, fearing the
spread of a disease among the popula-
tion to which it has no immunity. The
tribe is very reclusive, only occasionally
contacting the native but contacted Yine
people. Much of what is known about the
Mashco Piro comes from Yine accounts.

Logging in the forest

In2002, the Madre de Dios Territorial
Reserve was created to protect the terri-
tory of the Mashco Piro. But large parts of
their traditional ground lie outside the re-
serve. Swathes of land have since been
sold off as logging concessions, giving
companies the right to fell the evergreen
forests for timber and other produce.

The most prominent logging com-
pany, Canales Tahuamanu, has been al-
lotted 53,000 hectares to extract cedar
and mahogany by Peru’s Forest

Mashco Piro are seen near the Yine
village of Monte Salvado in Peru.
Survival International

Stewardship Council (FSC). “...Since there
have been logging concessions, they [the
Mashco Piro] feel increasingly pressured
and upset because the companies have
assaulted them,” a Yine person told
Survival International.

Tribe has nowhere to go

During Peru’s rubber boom in the
1880s, the Mashco Piro were among the
tribes who were forcibly displaced from
theirland, enslaved, and killed en masse.
The survivors moved further upstream
on the Manuriver, where the Mashco Piro
have lived in isolation ever since.

Now, as logging companies encroach
into their territories, experts say they have
nowhere left to go. That is why the num-
ber of sightings has risen in recent years,
with the Mashco Piro coming out of their
forested havens not only to find food and
supplies, but also to “flee” the outsiders.

They have even been sighted across the
borderin Brazil. “They flee from loggerson
the Peruvianside. .. They are a people with
no peace, restless, because they are always
on the run,” Rosa Padilha, of the Brazilian
Catholic bishops’ Indigenous Missionary
Council, told Reuters.

ARJUN SENGUPTA
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Amazon rainforest fires surge

There have been 72,843 fires
in Brazil this year, with more than

s VENEZUELA  half in the Amazon region — an 80%
1. SO | increase compared with the same
~. ¢ :ﬂs o ° - period last year — according to the
.-‘.' .."' country’s space research centre*

-’ \

*National Space Research Institute

L BRAZIL A

o'. / L ". o 0#143’ o%
e 3 " 35

W, 344,500
ECUADOR * % Bras"'am ‘.’c" hectares

BOLIVIA — * ; .':}n. Area of Amazon
. : ':, = rainforest destroyed
PARAGUAY_____ [/ ai® ? since January by
s2e illegal loggers,
CHILE o =50/ Faula miners and cattle
e e URUGUAY ranchers

1 20 ede,
° -

ARGENTINA '.J,j ATLANTIC OCEAN

PACIFI : “w» Fire activity analyses
OCEANC (’ (August 21, Copernicus
o Atmosphere Monitoring Service)
1,000 miles /

1,600km B



: =
» T . S&r::r 4 100 wli:l?l:;rivers 1 I 1 )

Home to 1milion
indigenous A . s W
people and of the earth’s | woulth bethe‘ =its
3 million plant oxygen is Ecuador, Colombia, | Rinth largestin

and animal produced here | yenezuela, the world
species Guyana, Suriname
and French Guiana

1.4 billionN acres of dense 2 6 ﬂ“"lonsquare miles
forests, half of the planet’'s in the Amazon basln, about40
remaining tropical forests

The rain forests contain 90 to 140 billion metric tons of carbon




 Vast tracts of the Amazon rainforest, which serve as carbon sinks and
the planet’s lungs, are in crisis.

* Some 35% of the rainforest is either totally lost or highly degraded,
while another 18% have been converted for other purposes.

 Amazon forests are threatened due to deforestation, fires and
degradation.

* Surface water has been lost and rivers are increasingly disconnected
and polluted.



e What are the Amazon Rainforests?

* These are large tropical rainforests occupying the drainage basin of the
Amazon River and its tributaries in northern South America and covering
an area of 6,000,000 square km.

 Tropical forests are closed-canopy forests growing within 28 degrees north or
south of the equator.

* They are very wet places, receiving more than 200 cm rainfall per year, either
seasonally or throughout the year.



* Temperatures are uniformly high - between 20°C and 35°C.

e Such forests are found in Asia, Australia, Africa, South America, Central America,
Mexico and on many of the Pacific Islands.

* Comprising about 40% of Brazil’s total area, it is bounded by the Guiana
Highlands to the north, the Andes Mountains to the west, the Brazilian
central plateau to the south, and the Atlantic Ocean to the east.
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Shadow Cabinets in
Parliamentary
Democracies



» Recently, the leader of the Opposition (LoP) and
president of Biju Janata Dal (BJD), has formed a 'shadow
cabinet' comprising 50 BJD Members of the Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) in Odisha.

* This development comes in the wake of the Bharatiya
Janata Party's recent electoral successes in the state and
marks a significant shift in legislative dynamics.
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* What is a Shadow Cabinet?

* About: A shadow cabinet consists of opposition
MLAs/MPs who mirror the portfolios of
government ministers. Led by the LoP, the
shadow cabinet monitors and critiques the
actions of the ruling government across various
departments and ministries.

* In parliamentary democracies around the world,
the concept of a shadow cabinet plays a pivotal
role in the dynamics of governance and opposition. '
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* Originating from the Westminster system and prominently used in countries like
the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand, the concept of a
shadow cabinet offers a structured framework for opposition MPs to scrutinise
and challenge the policies of the ruling government.
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* International Examples:United Kingdom: The Shadow Cabinet is appointed by the Leader of the
Opposition to mirror the Government's Cabinet.
* Each member leads on a specific policy area for their party and questions and challenges
their counterpart in the Cabinet, presenting the Official Opposition as an alternative
government-in-waiting.
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Canada: The opposition parties form shadow cabinets, groups of opposition MPs, called critics,

who are responsible for the same areas of expertise as the governing party’s Cabinet ministers.

e Having them sit in a mirror image of each other is a reminder that one side can potentially replace the other at any
time.
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* Which of the following is/are the function/functions of
the Cabinet Secretariai? (2014)

1.Preparation of agenda for Cabinet Meetings
2.Secretarial assistance to Cabinet Committees
3.Allocation of Financial resources to the Ministries

* Select the correct answer using the code given helow:
* (a) 1 only

* (b) 2 and 3 only

* (c) 1 and 2 only

*(d)1,2and 3






* Recently, scientists have confirmed the existence of a cave on
the moon, located near the site where the Apollo 11
mission landed 55 years ago.

* This discovery has significant implications for future lunar
exploration and the establishment of a sustainable human
presence on the moon.




* An ltalian-led team of researchers found evidence of a cave located in the Sea of Tranquility, just 400 kilometres
from the Apollo 11 landing site.

* The pit, like more than 200 others discovered on the lunar surface, was created by the collapse of a lava tube.

* Analysis of radar measurements by NASA's Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter revealed that the cave is at least 40 meters
wide and tens of meters long, and likely even larger.
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* Moon Exploration

* In 1959, the Soviet Union's Luna 1 and 2 were the first robotic missions to
visit the Moon.

* The USA sent 3 classes of robotic missions to the Moon
between 1961 and 1968 hefore the Apollo 11 mission.

°* From 1969 to 1972, 12 American astronauts walked on the Moon's
surface.

* In the 1990s, the USA resumed lunar exploration with robotic missions
like Clementine and Lunar Prospector.
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U-Win Portal



 The U-WIN portal is set for a pan-India launch likely by the end
of August, aiming to maintain an electronic registry of routine
Immunisations.

 Universal Immunization Web Interface (U-WIN), a replication
of the Covid-19 vaccine management system Co-WIN, aims to
maintain an electronic registry of routine immunizations.

* India’s Universal Immunization Programme (UIP) is a part of the
Reproductive and Child Health (RCH) Program under National Health
Mission (NHM).
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 U-WIN platform aims to target 2.9 crore pregnant women and
2.6 crore infants (0-1 years) annually by providing 11 vaccines
against 12 vaccine preventable diseases through more than 1.2

crore vaccination sessions across the country.
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 Vaccination can be availed against 12 vaccine preventable

diseases:
 Nationally against 11 diseases: Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus, Polio,
Measles, Rubella, severe form of childhood Tuberculosis, Rotavirus

Diarrhoea, Hepatitis B, Meningitis & Pneumonia caused by
Haemophilus Influenza Type B and Pneumococcal Pneumonia and

« Sub-Nationally against 1 Disease: Japanese Encephalitis (JE
vaccine is provided only in endemic districts).
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e Depbartment of Defence Production. Ministrv of Defence has notified
the 5% Positive Indigenization List on the Srijan Porta..

* It is a non-transactional online portal for promoting indigenization in
defence production
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« Aim - It aims to partner the private sector in indiaenization
efforts of Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs), and the
Armed forces.

* Ministry - Ministry of Defence.
* Launched in - 2020.

« DPSUs/OFB/SHOs can displav the items On this portal. which
thev have imported or aoing to import, each item having a
sizeable importable value.
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Word of the day

Bilk:

cheat somebody out of what is due, especially
money; hinder or prevent (the efforts, plans, or
desires) of; evade payment to; escape, either
physically or mentally

Synonyms: spoil, foil, cross, baffle, thwart,
frustrate, evade, elude

Usage: He bilked his creditors.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/bilkpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /buk/
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DID YOU KNOW?

A day on Venus is longer than a year on Venus,
It takes Venus about 243 Earth days to rotate
once on its axis, but only about 225 Earth days
to orbit the Sun.
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