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“The only way to do great
work, is to love what
you do”

Steve Johs
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12 Naxalites killed in
Maharashtra gunfight
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s a draft Bill cleared
by the Karnataka

Cabinet mandating
reservation for locals gar-

slons on it in the next Cabi-

net me:
“The Bill is withheld un-
dl further

and due diligence. Indus-
try leaders need not pan-
ic.” Minister for Large and

- Bil Y. Te-

Thomy issue gressive. and against the
atoc Constitution™.

7t the Karnataka State Employrment of ocal Canadates This 1s a fascist HaL L

Sil. 20t Animal Farm, unbelievable

-ml:“ icdate is 3 peﬂ:‘\k;wh: that @INCindia can come

factories, anﬂ om‘v Stane fora up with a bill like this - a

nered adverse Medium M.B.

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM from industry heads and  Patil sa
A marry as four rain-related trade bodles in the State, The xammlu State
deaths were Firmed across Local Can-
Kerala on a3 heavy diantes i the Incststes,

that it had been “tempora-
rily withheld~ and a deci-
sion would be taken aftes a

S Announcing the S
of his

clal media plzlfo(m x on

9 crew members Wednesday night, Chief

Minister Siddaramatah

said the Bill that aimed to
e

NEW DELI
Indian Navy's warship INS Teg,
assistng 3 search-and rescue

operatian after the after wide-ranging discus-

Factories and Other Esta-
blishments Bill, 2024, was

point local candidates in
50% of management posi-
tions and 70% of non-man-
agement positions.

The

Industry leaders, in-

local candidutes in

cluding Kiran Mazumdar-

Shaw and Mohandas Pai,
and fndusry bodiss such

NASSCOM and FKCCI
oppmm the BilL

“As a tech hub we need
skilled talent and whilst
the aim is to provide jobs
for locals, we must not ar-
fect our leading position in

4+ ofspeaking, i
K.'.nnaaamali@bl wary anct
o= passed

govt officer will sit on re-
of

private sector? People have
o testz™
NA:S(.OA( sald it was

= required
oo testconducted by the

Kamataka halts JObS Bill amid industry uproar

” and a decision will be taken after wide disc

concerns of industry heads; the prmtm in the Bill deared by the Cabinet were met with opposition from industry heads, while Kannadz i

allays
the move
that b quo- be ad-
1as for igas should  dressed,” he

Kannadl
be reconsidered, NASS-
COM argued.

Conciliatory tone
Earlier in the day, follow-

responses
agalnst it, Mr. Patil and IT
nd_ Blotechnology Minis.
ter Priyank Kharge

been on the .

sald.
Taking 2 dimflerty Sonc:
Kharge

Patil promised that a team

-
7 ~ s “disappointed” and “deep-
Iy
; ".'! E that although
the:
ovide jobs for thy

sultation.

nataka being a techni
hub has been enjoying a
lead position in the giobal

technology industry and
therefore (he State re-
quired skilled talent to
“Regressive move' maintain this leadership,
Mr. Pal, who also took to X the trade body said. In this
to air his views, called the  conmection, it is necessary

the Law Minis-
ter, zhe IT and Biotech:
ory M

protecting the interests of
is of para-

mount importance. Ho-
e ktusizied aleo need
to thrive. It should be a

sttuation for both.
Keeping this in mind, any

me Chief Minister before
the draft Bill was withheld
and thanked him for the

decision on reservation to
Kannadigas private
firms, has a-

and watch till the next Ca-

meeting on how the
government the issue
forward.

the Oman coast, re nine
Tmembers inchading clght

biaming overconfidence for the
poor results in Lok Sabha polls,
while his deputy Kesh

Prasad Maurya saying that the
party organisatian is the force
behind govemment. » PAGE 5

tration {CTA} has been

holding back-channel talks
with Chinese authorities.
> third country”,

presdent,
» PAGE 18

“through
Penpa Tsering. CTA
said on

Flow of lhe faithﬁd

Bhcndng crbvmik Worikaris or Sevotees of Losd Vitthal go arouad the Vitthal Rakduss! Tempte at Pandfiarpirin Suhpm district of
Ashacs Ekadazhi on Wednesday. ENMWANUAL YOSN

12 militant

groups active
in Jammu as
attacks spike

SRINAGAR
Over 12 militant groups,

suspected to be

past month, leaving 24 pe-
dead.

dead and over 33 injured.

FULL REPORT
»PAGE S

II'T-Delhi expert faults II'T-Madras clean chit to NEET-UG ranks

Maieri Porecha The bell curve plotted

NEW DELHI by the IIT-Madras team
analysed Vishal Vaib-

An expert from the Indian  hav, Assistant P

Institute nology ~ Optics _and _ Photonics

holes in the IIT-Madras re-
port submitted to the Su-
preme Court at the beiest

the National ing
Agency (NTA) on the Na-
tional Eligibility Cum En-

hearing on Thursday. The
lead petitioners who have

trance Test (NEET-UG) taken on the NTA for al-
2024 paper leak issue, leged irregularities in
which claimed that there ~ NEET are Vanshika Yadav
were “no lities” in  and Shivangi Mishra.

ks and ranks
were distributed for “Not valid test”

A copy of Dr. Vaibhav's re-
peared for the exam. port that was accessed
The Hindu, states that the

two years
— and stated that it

showed  IIT-M team does not rise up
a bell curve. 1t also stated
th ution

S the level of a statistical

that est because it lacks in the
marks i ‘quite normal’, quuislle specificity to aid
Comparing two years® daca. ision making,” Dr. Vaib-

o »
i

in the NEET-UG examination. SHASHI SHERKHAR KASHYAS

havs repors stated.
curve

Eraph et M e
Dr. Vaibhav could extract
raw data accounsing for ap-
proximately eight lakh st-

like using a magnifying
glass to see the data com-

in tew Dethi
parison, la gaps are
picked up at extreme ends
of the curve. On the ex-
treme . we find
more students scoris
higher scores in 2024 as
pared e 2023, Itis evi-
dent that a logarithm

pick up anomalies and is
pseudo-scientific,”

Vaibhav smd The petiion-  were run, ranks and scores

inflated for
ter

tween 30,000 and 30,000 swudents, the
40,000 nts  have bell curves plotted for all
been ‘force fitted,” as gain- the four data sets look the
ing higher scores. same,” he r said. Pe-

titioners have submitted
Inflating ranks Dr. Vaibhav's report as a
Next, Dr. Vaibhav ran expe-  counter to the IFT-M report
riments on the the

Court. The counter stated
that it was not precisely

Cattle transporters
not assaulted, they
jumped off bridge
during chase: police

Shubhomov Sikdar
RAIPUR

In the chargesheet on the
deaths of three cartle tran-

court that the three were
neither assaulted nor did
they have any confronta-
tion with the group of men
who chased

Kirtan re,  al -
tional superintendent of
the cartle tran-

gistered as culpable Mrniv
cide not amounting
kraer: seas flad hethen
local court last week. It
named five men from eith-
er Ratpur or Mahasamund.
soa Jum 7, two. cantle

Death trai: The Mahanadi 8ridge in Chhattisgarh under which
the three cattle transporters were

und. A M SARUQUI

truck, carrying buffaloes,

he heard Qu-
reshi’s cries for help over a
phone call. But Mr. Rath-
ore said police “have not

found any evidential value
in the claim of an assault

tions betwee: by IIT-M to assert that

marks by arunchlly mm:- it was free from abnormall: | 35, and Chand Miya Khan,

ing their ties. “A simulation of rank | 23] were found dead under

u;ugmndom numr inflation size 20,000 | the Mahanadsi Bridge con-
eracoes provided by a stan.  students | cannot | be | necting Arang on Raipur's

dard statistical software brushed offas kirts to

MATLAB R2021. in the of the in- Waelis i

“These stmulations  tegrity of a ex- | der um-
were run to observe how am,” the counter stated. stances after alleggdly be-
inflating ranks would bode i Valbhav stated that | ing chased by 2 mob.

for the bell curve origin.

ally hm used
plotted by IFERL” Dx. Valb-

current algoritl
by IIT-M to draw conclu-
sions that there were “no

e shocking to not-  sbnormalities.” were
ice that when simulations  flawed.

A third rransporter, Sad-
dam Qureshi. the solé eye-
witness in the case, was fy-
ing injured with the two.
He died on June 18. Their

confirming the nature of
the fali.
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On political representation of women

Have women been fairky represented in Padiament in independent India? Should political parties provide internal reservations bo increase womens' political
I the 106 th constitutional amendment be implemented

Rangarajan. B
The story so far:

concluded general
Dricainme i e Ui 2 ot 65

rning unit under British rule was
the first i grant
n 1893, The L

5.. granted equal £
The nimeteanth Mot Sl i S0,

what about women nratives
independent india

India as a sovereizn mp-.bucpmv.aed the

right to wote for all its women righa fr.

The first general elections in 1955 While

‘the right to was provided o all

women since the commencement of the

marginally to 12% in 2014 and currentdy
stands at 1% in the 18th Lok Sabha. The
representation in State Legislative
Assemblies is even poorer with the

o

How do women MPs fare worldwide?
representation in parliament
warses across different des ies Itisa

Pass Waome
Seservation iy o,

Eercent

Reservaiion Bill

Lamg fight: From = protest march demanding.
the waren's Reservation B in 2016, F

perennial issue o promote higher
represent. For women who constituse
half the population in all counsries. The

methods used across the world
o e HEgher representanon of
women are (a) voluntary or

o chosce
allows flexibility o parties in choosing

Country wise data on wom

ent s ace

Who e repn s

Maving fermard: ampal Cangress HPs
take selfies at the Parliament House comgles
during the first session of the 18th Lok Sabha
En June 25, F1

en representation™
dermocracies
25 ot

Quota in
palitical
parties

o

THE GIST

Incis a= a sowersign repubSc
provided the right oo vote for
all 2 warmen fgh

Tt mereral eiections =2

methods used

wamen are {a) vokintary or

¥ or el
mnlikely to vield the desired
repr in our country

1 candidates. Ornoments of hevine
quota in parliament for

also reduce the incentive for MPPs 1o work
hard to nurture their constiuencies. The
‘table above provides a snapshot of
women's represen(sd.anin some
democracies across the workd, A3 can be
have quotas in pﬂ:lnanben(

fare poorer than countries with political
party gquotas.

wWihat is the 1

party in Tamil Nadu. has been following a
voluntary quota of 507% for women
«candidates in the last three general
elections.

tary or

For candidates within politizal

#is oo Apr 2024, Imdia ranks
183 in the b=t of Cauntries in

ovwever, volund
within political parties are unlikely

and

som shall come into e@c(
based on me delimitation exercise
the relevant Bpures of the firs: Copas
after the commencerment of

vt
As on April 2024, India ranks 143 in the
lise of countries in the “Monthly ranking of
in national parliaments
pubLlsll.ed by the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, a global erganisation for national
parliaments. The Trinamool Congress has
highest proportion of women KMPs in
e bt Lol Satai ot 185 The ruling
Bha Janata Party and principal
Oppositian Congress party bave around
3% each. Maam Tamila: State

a

this act is published. Hence, the Census
which ls overdue since 2021 should be
conducte: any further delay

e Tttt e o 1

“Officers IAS An:‘miemy Views expressed are
persomal.

In mational parkernents’
published by the
Inter-Parlismentany Union.
glabal organisation for natonal
parliaments.

What does Maharashtra’s
Public Security Bill stipulate?

What are the concerms? Which other

Abhinsy Deshpands

The story so far:
n July 11, the Bharatiya Janata
173

‘Chhatisgar]
already implemented PuBIc Security Acts
‘o prevent unlawful activites.

Why was the Bill proposed?

Accon o Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, who tabled the Bill
the State Assembly, Naxalism is not
limbted to rural areas, but ks increasing in
urbran areas throwgh frontal

< -
¥

organisations. These active frontal
arganisations of Naxal groups give
constant and effective support in terms of

bogistics and safe o its armed

“propagat oy of

rebellion against the constiout,

mandate and disrupt public arder in the
State. He further stated thar unlawifiol

h arganisations are active
ara. Therefore, the
government considers it expedient to

special kaw for more effective
preventlon of unkawill activitles,” sald Mr.
Fadnavis, wheo is also the guardian
Frliter of the Nawol affecred Gachirali
bordering and T

axalism in urbcn areoas

However, In the MSPS Act, an ary
board of three persans who are or have
been qualified to be a as judges
of the High Court rsee the
confirm while under UAPA,
a ribunal led by a High Court |
Vertfies the State's .

in Inlividuals labelled as “urba:
the proposed legislation is
it would allow the State police
agencies to arrest mdividuals
warrant and often withour
Informing them of the charges. all
offences under this Act would be
ble and non-ballab

a person may be
penalised — (i) being a member of an
umilaswhul organisation, (i) being a
member and raises funds for an unlawful
‘bours any member of
the unlawful organisation. (i) whoever

Firses Dt £2 Tkl and £5 Lakiy,

‘What is the stance of the ton?
Former Chief Minister Prithviraj Chavan
has criticised the messure as draconian
Armuing that existng laws are sufcient
address the Naxal issue. “By introducing
the bill in the Assembly first instead of the
Council, the ment clearly shows a
lack of interest, while Delhi (Union

suppress
Protests... we already have laws with the
ons; Mq.- introduce

lan® measure,
it.” he stated. mr.
Chavan alsa nu(edﬂlall]‘e Bill

pse with the of

the Assembly. assa—u.ng thar if the Maha
Wikas Aghadi {(MVA) returns to pawer, it
‘would not relroduce the Bill.

THE GIST

B0 July 11, the Bharatiya

Frontal argansaticns of Makal
Eroups give constant o

e aprars in terme of
Togiates artl aaie refige o
armed csdre. he said
Farmer Chief Mnister Prithirs)
Chavan has criticesed the
ressure as ‘draconian,’
arguing that seisting kvws are
sufficiene to address the issus




The children rescued

under ‘Operation

Nanhe Farishtey’
Operation

S4.119:-

Faristey is a mission dedicated to rescuing
children in need of care and protection
across various Indian Railway zones. e

children.




Operation AAHT

The Indian Railways saw the resolute efforts of RPF's
Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUs) at numerous
points to prevent human trafficking..

Operation "Jeevan
Raksha" Saving
Lives

Under operation 'Jeevan Raksha,' the RPF's attentive
and quick response saved the lives of 262
passengers who were on the verge of being run over
by trains on platforms and railway lines.

Meri Saheli RPF created the "Meri Saheli" project to give female

Initiative passengers security guarantees because it takes the
safety of female passengers seriously.

Operation In October 2023, RPF detained 490 people in the

"Uplabdh" fight and pursued legal action against them in
accordance with the law.

Operation In October 2023, the RPF made a great effort by

"NARCOS" apprehending 99 people and seizing drugs worth Rs.
5.99 crores.

Operation  "Yatri| The RPF supports law enforcement in their efforts to

Suraksha" prevent and identify crimes against people on trains.

Operation In October 2023, the RPF detained 33 people for the

Sanraksha dangerous act of stone-pelting on trains that were in

motion. This was done in a determined attempt to
preserve passenger safety and safeguard railway
services.




* About the Railway Protection Force

* The Railway Protection Force (RPF) is one of India's security
forces. Its job is to keep Indian Railways property and
passengers safe.

* With authority akin to that of ordinary state police forces, it is the
sole Central Armed Police Force (CAPF).

 The RPF's origins may be traced to 1882, when many railway
firms designated their own guards to safeguard their property.



|t was established as an armed force of the Union of India in 1985
after being designated as a statutory army by a Parliamentary
statute in 1957.

* The responsibilities of access control at train terminals and
passenger train escorting were largely assumed by the RPF in 2003.

* In charge- Director-general

e It iIs an armed force that the Union Ministry of Railways oversees
poth administratively and operationally.

* Its duties include guarding and securing passenger spaces, railway
property, and individual passengers.




What does Maharashtra’s
Public Security Bill stipulate?

What are the concerns? Which other States have enacted laws to curb Naxalism in urban areas?

Abhinay Deshpande

The story so far:
n July 11, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led MahaYuti
government tabled the
Maharashtra Special Public
Security (MSPS) Act, 2024, aimed at
curbing the ‘menace of Naxalism’ in
urban areas. The provisions of the
proposed Bill, which allows the State to
declare any organisation as ‘unlawful’
with offences categorised as cognisable
and non-bailable, has raised concerns and
is being dubbed the ‘urban naxal’ law.
The Maoist-hit States of Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh and Odisha have
already implemented Public Security Acts
to prevent unlawful activities.

Why was the Bill proposed?
According to Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, who tabled the Bill in
the State Assembly, Naxalism is not
limited to rural areas, but is increasing in
urban areas through frontal

M -

organisations. These active frontal
organisations of Naxal groups give
constant and effective support in terms of
logistics and safe refuge to its armed
cadre, he said. Citing ‘safe houses and
urban dens of the Maoist network in the
cities of Maharashtra,’ the senior BJP
leader said such unlawful groups
‘propagate their ideology of armed
rebellion against the constitutional
mandate and disrupt public order in the
State. He further stated that unlawful
activities of such frontal organisations
need to be controlled through effective
legal means and that existing laws are
ineffective to tackle the issue.

“In the absence of a similar law - which
is in force in AP, Telangana, Chhattisgarh
and Odisha - such organisations are active
in Maharashtra. Therefore, the
government considers it expedient to
enact a special law for more effective
prevention of unlawful activities,” said Mr.
Fadnavis, who is also the guardian
minister of the Naxal-affected Gadchiroli
bordering Chhattisgarh and Telangana.

How different is it from the UAPA?
The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act,
1967 (UAPA) is invoked in cases related to
Naxalism and terrorism. This law
empowers the state to classify
organisations as ‘unlawful associations.
Both the laws are almost the same.
However, in the MSPS Act, an advisory
board of three persons who are or have
been qualified to be appointed as judges
of the High Court shall oversee the
confirmation process, while under UAPA,
a tribunal led by a High Court judge
verifies the State’s declaration.

In addition to the UAPA, the State also
enforces the Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act, 1999 (MCOCA) to
address perceived extreme situations
involving individuals labelled as ‘urban
Naxals’. If the proposed legislation is
passed, it would allow the State police
and security agencies to arrest individuals
without a warrant and often without
informing them of the charges. All
offences under this Act would be
cognisable and non-bailable.

What are its key provisions?

The MSPS Act empowers the State to
designate any suspected ‘organisation’ as
an ‘unlawful organisation’ and outlines
four offences for which a person may be
penalised — (i) being a member of an
unlawful organisation, (ii) being a
member and raises funds for an unlawful
organisation or harbours any member of
the unlawful organisation, (iii) whoever
manages or assists in the management of
an unlawful organisation, or promotes or
assists in promoting a meeting, and (iv)
whoever commits or abets or attempts to
commit or plans to commit any unlawful
activity. These offences carry sentences
ranging from two to seven years, along
with fines between %2 lakh and %5 lakh.

What is the stance of the Opposition?
Former Chief Minister Prithviraj Chavan
has criticised the measure as ‘draconian,’
arguing that existing laws are sufficient to
address the Naxal issue. “By introducing
the bill in the Assembly first instead of the
Council, the government clearly shows a
lack of interest, while Delhi (Union
government) is pressuring them to act.
This is simply an attempt to suppress
protests....We already have laws with the
necessary provisions; why introduce
another? This is a ‘draconian’ measure,
and we strongly oppose it,” he stated. Mr.
Chavan also noted that the Bill would
automatically lapse with the dissolution of
the Assembly, asserting that if the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) returns to power, it
would not reintroduce the Bill.

THE GIST

v

On July 11, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)-led
MahaYuti government tabled
the Maharashtra Special Public
Security (MSPS) Act, 2024,
aimed at curbing the ‘menace
of Naxalism’ in urban areas.

v

According to Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
Naxalism is not limited to rural
areas, but is increasing in
urban areas through frontal
organisations. These active
frontal organisations of Naxal
groups give constant and
effective support in terms of
logistics and safe refuge to its
armed cadre, he said.

v

Former Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan has criticised the
measure as ‘draconian,’
arguing that existing laws are
sufficient to address the issue.



Red Corridor
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ASSAM: The LWE
movement seems to
be expanding despite
military intervention
MANIPUR: Maoists -«
are forming links with
terror groups in the
North-East

I New areas of Maoist expansion

I Highly affected areas

i [ Modentely affected
/ Least affected




A brief history of
repeated revivals of LWE

1st phase of
LWE: 1967-72

rd

Formation of People’s War Group in 1980 in
Andhra—2nd phase started

¥

In 1990s, operations by forces and
internal dissensions weakened LWE

v

3rd phase : People’s Guerilla Army formed in 2000

and eventually, merger of People’s War and Maoist
Communist Centre in 2004 to form CPI(Maoist)

v

philosophy to overthrow govt
through armed insurgency

J [Left Wing Extremism(LWE)] L‘\ e ¥ o /

Operation ‘Steeplechase’ by Gol
leading to death of Charu Majumdar
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f_(w"" in Naxalism % r (Govt’s Counter Stnhgy) N

Violent incidents and deaths National Policy and Action Plan (since 2015)

reduced 20% and 34% Security Devel nt
respectively in 2017 compared g v : .

el All affected districts identified Reduction Construction of
According to South Asia + in poverty bfoakfis & 'r‘allv;lays;
' P anks, schools, etc
Terronsrvn Portal covered under SRE (Security (l::" d 23‘:);5:::; 'mhzi;:

122 maoists have been
killed in 1st half of 2018
(Highest in the said period in
last 8 years)

Decrease in geographical

spread
v

The list of affected districts
has gone down to 90 from
126 ( of which most affected
districts have gone down from
36 to 30)

Related Expenditure Scheme)
=» reimbursement of security

related expenses by MHA to
states

v

Provision of Central forces,

modernisation of security

infrastructure, intelligence
sharing, etc

/'

-/

Use of Samadhan strategy




N
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However, as seen from the brief history of repeated revivals of Naxalism over the decades, the seeds for further
revival continue to exist...

Inequalities in India have Agrarian Systemic corruption Repression of tribal people by
sharpened over the years and distress is also a cause of maoist authoritarianism and also by
may be used by Maoists to continues to popular some some state actions (like now
further their agenda be a concern dissatisfaction defunct Salwa Judum)

These need to be addressed/mitigated to a significant extent and should form part of the overall strategy of the
government in further strategies to root out LWE.




 Naxalism in India

* The term Naxalism derives its name from the village Naxalbari of West
Bengal.

* It originated as rebellion against local landlords who bashed a peasant
over a land dispute. The rebellion was initiated in 1967, with an objective
of rightful redistribution of the land to working peasants under the
leadership of Kanu Sanyal and Jagan Santhal.



Started in West Bengal, the movement has spread across
the Eastern India; in less developed areas of states such
as Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Andhra Pradesh.

It is considered that Naxals support Maoist political
sentiments and ideology.




* Maoism is a form of communism developed by Mao Tse Tung. It is a doctrine to
capture State power through a combination of armed insurgency, mass
mobilization and strategic alliances.



Aim: Curb the menace of Naxalism in urban areas

2. Purpose of the Bill:

Reason: Increasing Naxalism in urban areas

Proponent: Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis

Existing Acts: Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Chhattisgarh, and Odisha



Designation: State can declare any suspected organization as 'unlawful
I'Offences:Being a member of an unlawful organization

Raising funds for or assisting an unlawful organization

Managing or assisting in the management of an unlawful organization
Promoting or abetting unlawful activities

Penalties: 2-7 years imprisonment, fines between X2 lakh and X5 lakh
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Comparison with UAPA:

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967 (UAPA):

e Used for Naxalism and terrorism
e Classifies organizations as 'unlawful’
e Tribunal led by a High Court judge




* MSPS Act:

* Advisory board of three
qualified persons

* Confirmation process




* Consider the following statements regarding the Maharashtra Special
Public Security (MSPS) Act, 2024:

1.The MSPS Act allows the state to declare any suspected organization as
an 'unlawful organization’'.

2.The MSPS Act includes provisions for an advisory board comprising
three persons who are or have been qualified to be appointed as judges
of the High Court.

3.The MSPS Act's penalties range from 2 to 7 years of imprisonment and
fines between X2 lakh and X5 lakh.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

*a)1only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Usha said she would en-
sure there were no delays
in any athletes” non-accre-
dited support staff getting

: HOA president Usha says she will ensure there is no delay in athletes’ non-accredited support staff getting visas

Athtasics: Men: Sarvesh Kusnare
(égh jumg): Sur

Aniza Bhabat

fon: Men: 15
Pranncy, Lakshya Son (singhess
sira) Rarkireddy and
Chivag Shetty toon
jomen: F-v. Sindhu (sralesl:
Ashurers Pormappa and
Tanisha Cracto [doutie

Boxing: Mem: Amit Pacehal
(SR ishar e (TLE)

PRRIS 202w

Indians at Paris 2024 st partcipaes in various evenes

Prasad. Abhishes, Sukhjest

Sargwan (10m air pistol); Maras

5
i Miras! Chanu

& Mens Aman
st 1S
1 Vinesh Fhog: SOk
Panghol (s3ker Anshu
Madik (5Tl ".&..Am.».,,..zmi
Tk

. Seeere
their visas. She promised Soprent Shig,
to take up the case of S3kg Sumit, Saniey; Rapumasr Pek
‘world championships gh. Mangeeat
bronze medallist wrestler Singh, Mardi Singh, Vivek Sagar
Antim Panghal’s coach

ngh. physiothera-

pai
France embassy. names of Antim’s coach or

physiotherapist in the long
list of names sent to the

Olympic Games Organising
Committee~ Usha

ange™ that the res-
ponstble anthorities, who
approved the long list, did
not deem it fit to recom-

mend the inclusion of An- B
m's sta
the

place.

Clarity: Sift said she makes it 3 pont to keep her mind clear. FLE PHOTO: RITY SAJ KOWWAR

Free-spirited Sift up for the
Paris Games challenge

KOLKATA

Sift Kaur Samra banks on

(eel the pressure while ap-
proaching Paris 2024,
where she will compete in
women’s SOm rifle 3 posi-
dons, as she treats it asjusl
another competition.

‘While 1y .\lhlelei
shurt themsalves from dis.
tractions before the Olym-
pics, Sift maintains a nor-
mal routine. She doesn't
mind becoming 2 guest on
a comedy show, the Great
Indian Kapil Show, on
Neuflix.

1 think yous mind is the
strongest thing. The more
you keep it clear, the more
important it is for you. For

me, to hings clear is
one thing. The second & to
cae gmm

be happy. We are doing

different, nothing new.

¥ or
Sife told The mndu from
her training in
L bourg.

Apart from her sldl.ls.
Sift relies on her mind a

ingto s prychologist. Aksh-
with the team.
Sy matches with

and compete as you com-

in the
Munich Woda Cup (in June

is ood. The result of the
exam will tell you how &t
was~

Sift - who won the Asian

England set to
begin life without
spearhead Anderson

R AN ENGLAND ling unic Stokes told a

e ma
Fence on W

We"ve been so used to

NOTTINGHAM immy and Broady doing

that, so its a great oppor-

England  captain  Ben  tunity for him_He's 2 very
~phen

ing an in: and 114-run
rout of the West Indies in
the first Test at Lord's last

speeds ofsornph 019(ph)

England has made one
change for the second Test
seminat she West Indies by
bringing pacer Mark
oo tr the rotired James

™ The 41year-old wok 704

T ithout either Wi at
Anderson or Broad. hi for the foresee-
England still has seam- able fumure.

perience in
will be play-
is week.

a worh:l record of 469.6 -
not meet her i

Gouble Olympic medallist

shurtler PV. Sindhu, during

hopes the badminton le-
gend will achieve a new
feat.

“At the Asian Games,
she said after (my)
world record was really

this year

pete in othe:
Nothing spetu.l nothing

also she will get a medal

Big shoes to filk: Wood will replace Anderson SETTY I

Nadal s

Nadal
advances to
second round
in the

Nordea Open

BASTAD

Rafael Nadal returned to
singles action with a 63,

over
Leo Borg, the 2lyear-old
son of Swedish great Bjorm
Borg, in the first round of

ordea Open in Bastad
on Tu iy
“For me it has been a

honour to

against the son of one of
the biggest legends In the
history of our sport,” Nadal
said about his 21-year-old
opponent. ~I

quite well

APC appoints Deepa
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for South Asia
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collectrre growth of para.
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for long is a bearer of
Kunumbakam and
now is also a right time to
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ing the lead in cos
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and

a media release.
“Having more women
during our  Executive
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117 athletes to carry India’s hopes at the Olympics

Apart from the competitors, 140 support staff will also take the flight to Paris; IOA president Usha says she will ensure there is no delay in athletes’ non-accredited support staff getting visas

Y.B. Sarangi
KOLKATA

s many as 117 ath-
A letes from 16 disci-
plines and a bigger

number of support staff —
140 in all — will represent
India in the Paris Olym-
pics. In comparison to the
pandemic-affected Tokyo
Games, where the coun-
try’s women'’s hockey team
played, India was repre-
sented by a 228-strong con-
tingent, including 127
athletes.

Khatua misses out

Shot putter Abha Khatua’s
name was not there in the
list even though she made
the cut through world
rankings. It was not clear
what was the reason be-
hind her omission.

This time, the addition
of sports science person-
nel has also contributed to
the increase of the support
staff number.

“The athletes are at the
centre of our planning and
preparation. Instead of the
usual 3:1ratio between ath-
letes and support staff, we

b

o

Another shot at glory: Neeraj will aim for a second successive gold at the Games. FILE PHOTO: K.R. DEEPAK

have worked hard to
change it to a slightly better
than 1:1,” said Indian Olym-
pic Association (IOA) presi-
dent P.T. Usha.

“For the first time, a 13-
member sports science
team under Chief Medical
Officer Dr. Dinshaw Pardi-

wala will be in Paris to pro-
vide support,” Usha said,
adding that a recovery
centre would be there in
the Athletes’ Village.

Usha said she would en-
sure there were no delays
in any athletes’ non-accre-
dited support staff getting

their visas. She promised
to take up the case of 53kg
World championships
bronze medallist wrestler
Antim Panghal’s coach
Bhagat Singh, physiothera-
pist Heera and sparring
partner Vikas with the
France embassy.

| n d |a nS at Pa rlS 2024 The list of participants in various events

Athletics: Men: Sarvesh Kushare
(high jump); Suraj Panwar
(marathon race walk mixed
relay); Akshdeep Singh, Vikash
Singh, Paramjeet Bisht (20km
race walk); Kishore Jena, Neeraj
Chopra (javelin); Muhammed
Anas, Muhammed Ajmal, Amoj
Jacob, S. Tamilarasan, Rajesh
Ramesh (4x400m relay); Avinash
Sable (3000m steeplechase);
Tajinderpal Singh Toor (shot put);
Abdulla Aboobacker, Praveen
Chithravel (triple jump); Jeswin
Aldrin (long jump)

Women: Annu Rani (javelin);
Parul Chaudhary (3000m
steeplechase, 5000m); Kiran
Pahal (400m, 4x400m relay);
Jyothi Yarraji (100mH); Ankita
Dhyani (5000m); Priyanka
Goswami (20km race walk and
marathon race walk mixed
relay); Jyothika Sri Dandi, Subha
Venkatesan, Vithya Ramraj,
Poovamma (4x400m relay)

Reserves: Prachi, Mijo Kurian

Archery: Recurve: Men: Dhiraj
Bommadevara, Tarundeep Rai,
Pravin Jadhav; Women: Bhajan
Kaur, Deepika Kumari,

Ankita Bhakat

Badminton: Men: H.S.
Prannoy, Lakshya Sen (singles);
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty (doubles)

Women: PV. Sindhu (singles);
Ashwini Ponnappa and
Tanisha Crasto (doubles)

Boxing: Men: Amit Panghal
(51kg); Nishant Dev (71kg)

Women: Nikhat Zareen
(50kg); Preeti Pawar
(54kg); Jaismine
Lamboria (57kg); Lovlina
Borgohain (75kg)

Equestrian: Anush
Agarwalla (Dressage
individual)

Golf: Men: Gaganjeet Bhullar,
Shubhankar Sharma

Women: Aditi Ashok,
Diksha Dagar

Hockey: Men: P.R. Sreejesh,
Jarmanpreet Singh, Amit
Rohidas, Harmanpreet Singh,
Sumit, Sanjay, Rajkumar Pal,
Shamsher Singh, Manpreet
Singh, Hardik Singh, Vivek Sagar

Prasad, Abhishek, Sukhjeet
Singh, Lalit Kumar Upadhyay,
Mandeep Singh, Gurjant Singh

Reserves: Nilakanta Sharma,
Jugraj Singh, Krishan Bahadur
Pathak

Judo: Tulika Maan
(women’s +78kg)

Rowing: Balraj Panwar
(men’s single scull)

Sailing: Vishnu Saravanan (men’s

Bhaker (10m air pistol and 25m
pistol); Esha Singh (25m pistol);
Rajeshwari Kumari, Shreyasi
Singh (trap); Maheshwari
Chauhan (skeet and skeet mixed
team); Raiza Dhillon (skeet)

Swimming: Men: Srihari Nataraj
(100m backstroke)

Women: Dhinidhi Desinghu
(200m freestyle)

Table tennis: Men: Sharath

dinghy) and Nethra Kamal, Harmeet Desai,
Kumanan (women’s Manav Thakkar
dinghy) L Manika Batra, Sreeja

Shooting: Men: Sandeep

PARIS 202y Singh, Arjun Babuta

e’y

(10m air rifle); Aishwary
Tomar, Swapnil Kusale
(50m rifle 3-position);
Sarabjot Singh, Arjun Cheema
(10m air pistol); Anish Bhanwal,
Vijayveer Sidhu (25m rapid fire
pistol); Prithviraj Tondaiman
(trap); Anantjeet Singh Naruka
(skeet and skeet mixed team)

Women: Elavenil Valarivan,
Ramita Jindal (10m air rifle);
Sift Kaur Samra, Anjum Moudgil
(50m rifle 3-position); Rhythm
Sangwan (10m air pistol); Manu

Akula, Archana Kamath

Reserves: G. Sathiyan,
Ayhika Mukherjee

Tennis: Sumit Nagal (men’s
singles); Rohan Bopanna and
Sriram Balaji (men’s doubles)

Weightlifting: Mirabai Chanu
(women’s 49kg)

Wrestling: Men: Aman
Sehrawat (57kg)

Women: Vinesh Phogat (50kg);
Antim Panghal (53kg); Anshu
Malik (57kg); Nisha Dahiya (68kg);
Reetika Hooda (76kg)

“The ad-hoc committee
administering  wrestling
chose not to include the
names of Antim’s coach or

physiotherapist in the long
list of names sent to the
Olympic Games Organising
Committee.” Usha said it

was “strange” that the res-
ponsible authorities, who
approved the long list, did
not deem it fit to recom-

mend the inclusion of An- +

tim’s support staff even
though she got a quota
place.




India at the
Olympics

India at the
2020 Summer Olympics

Flag of India

IOC code IND

NOC
Website

Medals
Ranked
56th

Indian Olympic Association

olympic.ind.in 2!

Gold Silver Total
10 9 35

I0C code IND
NOC Indian Olympic Committee
Website olympic.ind.in (£

in Tokyo, Japan

July 23, 2021 - August 8, 2021
Competitors 122 in 18 sports

Flag bearers Mary Kom

(opening) Manpreet Singh
Flag bearer Bajrang Punia
(closing)

Medals

Gold Silver
Ranked 48th 1 2

Total
7




Indian Contingent for Paris 2024:

Total Athletes: 117

Support Staff: 140

Comparison with Tokyo Games: Slightly smaller due to the pandemic

Women Participants: 26




* . Administrative Challenges:

* Non-Accredited Support Staff: Efforts to ensure no delay in visa
processes

* Indian Olympic Association (IOA) Role: Ensuring smooth travel and
stay arrangements



Additional Context:

Khatuna Missing Out: Shooter Anjum Moudgil’s pet dog
cannot travel due to veterinary restrictions

Role of Psychologists and Medical Staff: Inclusion in
support staff critical for athlete performance




* Consider the following statements regarding India's contingent for the Paris 2024
Olympics:

1.The total number of athletes participating from India is 117.

2.The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) has ensured that no delay occurs in the visa
processes for non-accredited support staff.

3.Neeraj Chopra aims to win his second consecutive gold medal in javelin throw.
 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a) 1and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



INDIA’S TRAVELLING

CONTINGENT
Sport Total | Total
Athletes| Officials
Archery 6 4
Athletics 29 17
Boxing 6 1
Badminton 7 9
Equestrian 1 =l
Golf 4 7
Hockey 19 10
Judo 1 1
Rowing 1 2
Shooting 21 18
Swimming 2 2
Sailing 2 4
Table Tennis 8 9
Tennis 3 3
Weightlifting 1 4
Wrestling 6 12
Contingent officials - 21
Olympic Attachee - 1
TOTAL n7 140
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unit chief meets PM

Deputy CM Maurya reiterates: Party
bigger than Govt, workers our pride
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WHAT IS THE POINT NOW? THE FEAR THAT HE LIVED UNDER, OF BEING TAKEN AWAY, DIED WITH HIM: WIFE HAJERA BIBI

Last week, SC declared Rahim Ali a citizen; what nobody
knew: he died over two years ago branded ‘“foreigner’

For years, family of Assam man ran from court to foreigners’ tribunal to fight for justice after police called him illegal

ferthe case weas handed w him
by 3 fower court lLawye

red before

ir stating thas be ~had failed to

discharge his burden” under
Act.

When he » Sppeated against
this in the Gans

Y said he was not
Swareof his death.

It ever camme to-our knowl-
edge. The only way we could
have known this was if it Rad

the ground that he was unable

o appear before the Tribunal be-
caise of a medical condition. the
e, e

trict. died in his village on
December 28, 2021 at che age of
58, even as the apex coust con-
tinued to hear his case.

his was after the Tribunal
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Court whech disected the case 1o

2 Foreigners’ Tribunal in 2017 1o
Sgain decide whethes he was 2
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After backlash,
Kamataka Govt

puts

pvtsector

quota Billon hold

Bill in preparation stage, discussion at
next Cabinet meeting: Siddaramaiah

AR M
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As rumblings in UP Doda attack: Jaish suspects infiltrated six
BJP get louder, state

months ago, ‘stayed off grid’ in Jammu

Recruited from Pak’s Punjab, North-West

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHLIULY 17

THE RECENT Mtacks that have
rocked the Jammu

According to sousces, while
the People’s Anti-Fascist Frone”
claimed credst for the armacks i
Poonch-Rajours earlier, me
himir Tigers” took respo:
Delity foe the more recent Mracks
in Doda-Kathua. Both these

by 2™
it~ whto infiltrased o the past
six months and gt -

frones, said sources.

ers from Pakistan's Punjab as

 Pakiytunichwa re-

s, said sources. Most of them

are suspected to be Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) recruits.

Excise case:

highly erained.

motivated and those trom the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa region
rnay also have battie experience.
including in Afghanistan. said
2
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was ‘insurance arrest’,
Kejriwal tells Delhi HC
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Anand. the country’s first
grandmaster. spearheaded a
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that has seen three Indians —
Arjun Erigaisi (World No 43
D Gukesh (World No 7

Reraggnanindhas MNoS\
— find a spox in the op
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Kejrivwal was
arrested by
theCBion
June 26

June 26 and his interim basl plea.
The court listed his main bailap-
plication on july 25,
Ermphasising tha che CBIar-
restwwas an insur-

ance arresz~. senior advocate
Abhishek Manu Singhvi, who
appeared for Kejriwal. said
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ON OLymricSs Duty

CRPF dogs Vast and Denby along with their handlers in Paris. They are part of the 10 canine teams that have landed in France
to provide security to various venues during the Paris Olympics, which begins on July 26. P11




Maharashtra govt to spend 35,500 cr
on internship for unemployed youth

ALOK DESHPANDE
MUMBAI, JULY 17

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment will spend X 5,500 crore on
the Mukhyamantri Yuva Karya
Prashikshan Yojana internship
scheme for unemployed youth.
The scheme, which aims to en-
hance the employability and
skill set of the youth and prepare
them for a competitive job mar-
ket, was announced in the state
budget 2024-25 presented by
Deputy Chief Minister and
Finance Minister Ajit Pawar.
Speaking at a publiceventin
Pandharpur on Tuesday, Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde said,
“The government will extend
%6,000 to those who are Class 12
pass, 38,000 to those with ITI
and diploma and 10,000 for
those with degree and postgrad-

uation as a stipend.”

As per the government res-
olution issued by the
Department  of  Skills,
Employment, Entrepreneurship
& Innovation, which is the im-
plementing agency of the
scheme along with the CM
Public Welfare cell, eligible can-
didates should be between 18
and 35 years of age and resi-
dents of Maharashtra. The in-
ternships will last six months,
and the stipend will be received
via direct bank transfer.

The eligibility criteria for in-
dustry and non-industry estab-
lishments include working in
Maharashtra, being registered
with the Skills, Employment,
Entrepreneurship, and
Innovation web portal as anem-
ployer, being established for
three years, being registered
with EPF, ESIC, GST, DPIT, and

Udyog Aadhaar, and having a
certificate of incorporation.

Pawar announced the
‘Mukhya Mantri  Yuva
Karyaprashikshan Yojana’in the
budget he presented in June, un-
der which training will be pro-
vided to 10 lakh youths every
year with a stipend of up to
310,000 per month from the
state government. Additionally,
the finance minister announced
one more scheme to train
50,000 youths annually to share
government scheme informa-
tion.

As per the government res-
olution, the stipend of these
50,000 ‘Yojana Dut’ will be given
through this scheme. The gov-
ernment has also decided to ap-
point one such person for each
gram panchayat in rural areas
and one for 5,000 people in ur-
ban areas.



* Name of Scheme: Mukhya Mantri Yuva Karya Prashikshan Yojana
* Budget Allocation: X5,500 crore
* Purpose: Enhance employability and skill set of unemployed youth

» JISTAT T ATH: HEIHA JaT I GIRAGTOT AT

e g9l ATdCA: 5,500 HIS

* 3EERY: SNISHIR AT3IT T ASHIR &THAT 3R PIMeT JT AT
SrAGI




« Eligibility and Stipend: o qTEdT 3 FSIPT:

 Age Group: 18 to 35 years - Y gt 18 & 35 aN
* Residency: Maharashtra residents . foars: HGITS IGEIE
* Stipend: o« JSIIPT:
* Class 12 pass: 6,000 per month 12491 919 %6,000 UTd HATE
* |TI/Diploma: 8,000 per month o |TI/fSTeNHAT; 8,000 9T HATE
e Degree/Postgraduate: X10,000 . f3A/eATdsRI: ?10,0009'%
per month HIg

* Duration: 6 months  3rafY: 6 HAZIA



Implementation:

Implementing Agency: Department of Skills, Employment, Entrepreneurship & Innovation

Web Portal Registration: Industry and non-industry establishments need to register on the web
portal

Direct Bank Transfer: Stipend will be transferred directly to bank accounts

.« FRAAYT:

« FRFAI TAH: BT, VSR, 3¢ITAAT JR TaraR [game

« AT GIEH TSAIFIOT: 36T R I-36I9T JTASSIeT I A el IT Tl 0T Il gl
* UcIaT d&F FEATROT: Jolwl WY d& @rdl # TUAaRa forar Srwen



* Yojana Dut: Training for 50,000 youths to spread information about
government schemes

* Gram Panchayat Appointment: One person to be appointed per gram
panchayat and urban area for scheme information dissemination

» FISTAT gdl: 50,000 JaT3il ol TIHRT I3 & aR H
ST Shelley & ol grarefor

- AIH AT AT s A Tudd 3R el & & fov
?JﬁGIFITdquoI{IWa?%I'UWWﬁW




* Consider the following statements regarding the Mukhya Mantri Yuva
Karya Prashikshan Yojana announced by the Maharashtra
government:

1.The scheme aims to provide training and stipend to unemployed
youth aged between 18 and 35 years.

2.The stipend for Class 12 pass youth is X8,000 per month.

3.The scheme will provide training to 10 lakh youths every year with a
stipend of up to 10,000 per month.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a) 1and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3

* Answer



“I'HE SEINE IS EXQUISITE’

After doubts about the polluted water in the Seine, Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo took the plunge to prove it is safe. Reuters

Paris mayor dips into Seine River
to showcase improved cleanliness

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PARIS, JULY 17

PARIS MAYOR Anne Hidalgo took a dip
Wednesday in the Seine River, fulfilling a
promise to show that the long-polluted wa-
terway was clean enough to host swimming
competitions during the 2024 Olympics as
well as part of the opening ceremony, now
only nine days away. Daily water quality tests
in early June indicated unsafe levels of E. coli
bacteria, followed by recent improvements.
Clad inawetsuit and goggles, Hidalgo plunged
into the river near the imposing-looking City
Hall, heroffice, and the Notre Dame Cathedral.
Paris 2024 chief Tony Estanguet and the top
government official for the Paris region, Marc
Guillaume, joined her, along with swimmers
from local swimming clubs.

“The Seine is exquisite,” said Hidalgo from
the water. After emerging, she continued to
rave, “The water is very, very good. Alittle cool,
but not so bad.” She also said today was “a
dream” and a “testimony that we have
achieved alot of work,” referencing the city’s
“swimming plan” that was launched in 2015.

They swam down the river for about 100 m,
switching between crawl and breaststroke.

It’s part of a broader effort to showcase
the river'simproved cleanliness ahead of the
Summer Games which will kick off July 26
with a lavish open-air ceremony that in-
cludes an athletes’ parade on boats on the
Seine. Swimming in the Seine has been
banned for over a century. Since 2015, or-
ganizers have invested $1.5 billion to prepare
the Seine for the Olympics and to ensure
Parisians have a cleaner river after the
Games. The plan included constructing a gi-
ant underground water storage basin in cen-
tral Paris, renovating sewer infrastructure,
and upgrading wastewater treatment plants.

Originally planned for June, Hidalgo’s
swim was postponed due to snap parliamen-
tary elections in France. On the initial date,
the hashtag “jechiedanslaSeine” (“I'm poop-
inginthe Seine”) trended on social media as
some threatened to protest the Olympics by
defecating upstream. That didn't deter
Hidalgo, who carefully entered the river
Wednesday using a ladder on an artificial
pond, set up for the event. Seven security
boats were deployed for the occasion.




Location
Country France

Physical characteristics
Source
* location Source-Seine

Mouth English Channel (French: /a
Manche)

* location Le Havre/Honfleur
* coordinates (g 49°26'02”N 0°12'24"E
- elevation 0O m (O ft)

Length 777 km (483 mi)
Basin size 79,000 km? (31,000 sq mi)
Discharge

* location Le Havre
-average 560 m3/s (20,000 cu ft/s)

Basin features

River system Seine basin

= e R , Tributaries
g_m::ﬁwx 3 B - left Yonne, Loing, Eure, Risle
S : il = * right Ource, Aube, Marne, QOise, Epte
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* 1. Purpose and Event:
* Event: Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo swimming in the Seine River

* Purpose: To demonstrate the improved cleanliness of the Seine River
for the 2024 Olympics

- 3587 3 Hea:

» gl URE I AT AT GSTeal &1 el 1 H el

+ 36aRF: Ul AT T FWIS H JUR a1 2024 3Ty & fav
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* Background:
 Historical Ban: Swimming in the Seine has been banned for over a century

* Investments: $1.5 billion invested since 2015 for river cleanup, including
infrastructure upgrades

. TSSHTA:

- Y@ yfaeae: @ 8T # ORI W TS 8 s gAT 4
gfady oem &

- e 2015 & $1.5 Nfegsr &1 Haer a8 $r awe & fov, Taa
AT TR F IoeAdeT AMAA &




* Recent Improvements:

* Water Quality: Daily tests showed
unsafe E. coli levels in early June,
followed by improvements

* Infrastructure Upgrades: Includes a
giant underground water storage
basin and sewer renovations




* Public Reaction and Safety Measures:
* Public Reaction: Initially met with skepticism, some threats of protest
» Safety Measures: Seven security boats deployed during the event

- grasifas gfafsar 3 geam sum:
- AraAfis GIAfRAT: TRST H TS & A1y [Hell, & AUy &

» P& 3UT: e & alRTeT 91d &t AlPTT daATd



* Consider the following statements regarding the efforts to clean the Seine River for the
2024 Olympics:

1.The Seine River had been unsafe for swimming for over a century.

2.Paris has invested $1.5 billion since 2015 to improve the cleanliness of the Seine River.
3.The recent water quality tests in June indicated safe levels of E. coli in the Seine River.
 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3






Recently, the Ministry of Culture initiated Project PARI
(Public Art of India) during the 46" Session of the World
Heritage Committee Meeting in New Delhi.

It aims to bring forth public art that draws inspiration
from India's artistic heritage (lok kala/lok sanskriti) while
incorporating modern themes and techniques.




* Over 150 visual artists from across the country will create various
artworks including wall paintings, murals, sculptures, and installations
for the beavtification of public spaces in Delhi.

* The sculptures will pay tribute to nature, ideas from the Natyashastra,
Gandhi, toys of India, ancient knowledge, Naad or Primeval
Sound, Harmony of life, and the Kalpatarv (divine tree).



e World Heritage Committee (WHC):

* It decides on the inscription of new sites into the UNESCO World
Heritage List.

* India will be hosting the meeting for the first time in July 2024.

* India has 42 UNESCO World Heritage Sites, with the ‘Sacred
Ensembles of the Hoysala’ added recently.

* These include 34 (cultural sites), 7 (natural) and 1 (mixed).



World Day for
International Justice




* Every year on 17th July, the World Day for International Justice is
observed to promote international criminal justice and honour the
fight against impunity for serious crimes affecting the global
community.

* Historical Significance:

* Originated on 17th July 1998, with the adoption of the Rome Statute,
establishing the International Criminal Court (ICC).



* The ICC is not part of the United Nations system and has a separate
agreement governing its relationship with the UN. Currently, 124
countries are States Parties to the Rome Statute of the ICC, India is
not a party to the Rome Statute/ICC.

* The ICC is the first permanent international court and has jurisdiction
over crimes under international law including genocide, war crimes,
crimes against humanity and crimes of aggression committed on or
after 1st July 2002.



Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising
India (PM-SHRI) Scheme



 The Union government has stopped funds of Punjab, West
Bengal, and Delhi under Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), as
the three states have refused participation in the PM-SHRI
scheme.



Aim: The scheme aims to turn existing government schools into

model schools.

e The scheme is for existing elementary, secondary, and senior secondary

schools run by the central government and state and local governments around
the country.

Funding: It is a Centrally sponsored scheme with a total project

cost of 27,360 crore for the period of five years from 2022-23 to
2026-27 for transforming nearly 14,500 schools across the country.




A ‘School Quality
Assessment Framework’ is
being developed to measure
the progress and
performance of these
schools.

It will showcase all
components of the National
Education Policy 2020, act as
exemplary schools and also
offer mentorship to other
schools in their vicinity.

/







* Recently, the Supreme Court of India ruled that the states
cannot make changes to the Scheduled
Caste List published under Article 341 of the Constitution.

* About the Article 341 of the Indian Constitution

* [t IS a crucilal provision that deals with the identification and
recognition of Scheduled Castes (SCs), which are historically
margdinalised communities that have faced social
discrimination and exclusion.



* Article 341 empowers the President of India to specify
which castes, races, or tribes should be considered as SCs.

* Once the President issues such a notification (Presidential
Order), these communities are entitled to certain protective
measures and affirmative action



* [t's important to note that once this list is published, any
subsequent changes—whether additions, deletions, or

modifications—can only be made through legislation enacted
by the Parliament.

« State Authority

* While states play a significant role in implementing policies
related to SCs, they do not have the authority to alter the SC

list directly. This power rests exclusively with the President
and Parliament.



Halwa Ceremony



* Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman participated in a
traditional ‘halwa’ ceremony, marking the final stage for
preparation of Union Budget 2024-25.

 What is the Halwa ceremony?

e [t IS a customary ceremony In which traditional dessert
‘halwa’ Is prepared and served to officials and staff
members of the finance ministry who were involved in the

preparation of the Budget.



It is performed every year before the “lock-in” process of Budget preparation
begins.

The custom has been part of the Budget tradition for decades.
Lock in Period

All the officials involved in the Budget preparations stay at the North Block to
make sure that the secrecy of the Union Budget is maintained.

The moment the Finance Minister tables the Union Budget in Parliament,
the lock-in period will conclude.



DID YOU
KNOW?

Honey never spoils. Archaeologists have
found pots of honey in ancient Egyptian
tombs that are over 3,000 years old and still
perfectly edible. Honey's long shelf life is due
to its low water content and acidic pH, which
create an inhospitable environment for
bacteria and microorganismes.




Word of the day

limpid:

clear and bright; transmitting light; able to be
seen through with clarity; transparently clear;
easily understandable

Synonyms: transparent, lucid, crystal clear

Usa g€. She writes in a limpid style.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/limpidpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /limprd/
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