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| With everything that has happened to you,
S you can either feel sorry for yourself or treat

what has happened as a gift. Everything 1S |
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Reconsider
‘nameplate’
diktat, say
BJP’s allies

=

1 TROUBLE
UPSC files forgery case
against Puja Khedkar

NEWS » PAGE 4

nEET ROW
CBI arrests MBBS
student from Ranchi
NEWS » PAGE S

Easy win
Bowlers day out as
India beats Pakistan
SPORTS » PAGE 14
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NEW DELII
Congress president Msfkarjun
Kharge on Friday accused
 Narendra Modi
of “rubbing salt into the
wounds" of the youth with his
claim that “eight crore new
jobs” were created. % PAGE 3

Microsoft update flaw triggers worldwide chaos

Faulty update by CrowdsStrike, a Texas-based
cybersecurity firm, causes outages for millions

NEW DELHI

update
out sever-

al Windows com-
puters and servers around
the world on Friday, send-
ing them through a boot
loop featuring a so-called
blue screen of death, dis-
rupting aviation, baniing,

faulty
knoc]

nually at airports serving
Bengaluru, Chennai, New
Delhi, Hyderabad, Kochi,
Thiruvananthapuram and
At

formation display boards.
Many s were de-
layed for hours or can-
SR WAL InCe alouiz
trips

pitals, TV channels and
other companies around
the worl

The update was part of
the Falcon chreat

HC stays Khan's
move for V-C
selection panel

xoca:
The Kerats High Court an Friday
= Governee

Mohammed Khan's decsion to
constitute search-curm-selection
com: 5 for selecting Vice
Chamclars of the Univessity of
Kerala and Mahatm.

University. » PAGE 3

3,000 more Army
troops deployed
in Jammu area

NEW DELHI
Around 3,000 Army troops and

drane sent by
Yemen's Houthi rebets struck
Tel fasw on Friday, lesving coe
person dead and t least 10
wounded in the group's first
lethal strike into Israel. The
spokesperson for the Houthis,
ratrys Sare'e, daimed
responsibility for the sttack in
tement on X. » PAGE 12

detection and response
product _developed by
Crowdstrike, a Texas-
based cybersecurity firm.
Flighis  were  brictly
nded in the United
States, with airports reel-
ing under a complete col-
lapse of their digital sys-
tems around the world. In
India, airlines started
checking passengers in ma-

oo Pridsy and, Sanwdey;
Other airlines such as Aka-
sa Alr, Spicejet, Vistara, Alr
india; and Air 1
press did not provide de-
fails of their cancellations.

ports and airlines when
their systems received the
fauky update.

re International

control system developed

I Digital systems in aviation, banking, hospitals,
TV ch: 1s and tel i i

Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Nm-
du urged airlines to accom-
modate affected passen-
gers with food and water
during the delays.

would “cascade” over sub-

two hours, wa

nt  days,
planes reaching e
suhsequen(xugh

The Union govern-

ment's eOffice suite for
processing files and paper-
work was also impacted for

source.
Minister for Electronics
and informarion Technolo-

Centre was not impacted.

Recovery process
While Crowdstrike has
whiraw the iy i
date and says it has issue:

e, et and TT admm
nistrators have had to ma-
nually execute a manual

computers and _servers
need to boot completely to
download the fixed soft-

“Ihe indian Computer
rgency Team (CERT-

iy udes the: Miniser
Electronics and Informa-
chnology shared
these steps in an advisory

in the afternoon.

Mr. Vaishnaw said the
government was “continu-

Flights around the world and in India delayed
for hours or cancelled; passengers stuck

ously~ engaging with Mi-
2 n

mation security officers at
yarious critical infrastruc.
ture entities. ed
Sniicies are working o
bring up their systems,”
Mr. Vaishnaw said.
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
said in a stock filing that
prodwdom‘despaxch op-
erations were alt-
ed”

eep
ly sorry™ about the disrup-
tons and said the firm
would extend support to
In\pac(ed customers. Mi-
crosoft said In a statement
that i is ~actively support-
ing customers to assist in
their recovery.”
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Purtting out fo sea

Trainees from
the Indian Navy in Kochi, Kerala.

King Fahd Naval Acaderny of the Rayal Sauck Naval Forces during their ot brabnlig coucs t the First Tralnksg Scpsaciscn of

‘EPFO’s IT
systems are
dysfunctional,
crash-prone’

NEW DELMI

The IT systems of the Em-

ployees” Provident Fund

Organization (EPFO). are in
a virtal and

lnr!s to flag so
hardware deficiencis

gering incessant crashes
over the past two and a
half years have been ig-
nored by its top brass, its
officers conveyed to La-
bour and Employment Mi-
nister Mansukh Mandaviya

Friday.

Seeking the Minister's

Assoclation
has ¢ ned that a “conti-
nued denial” of the pro-
blem will only exacerbate
the situation and hinder re-
medial efforts.
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Accepting nomination, Trump lays out populist agenda
m |

MILWAUKES,

Donald Trump, sombre

Moment by moment,
crowd lstening in sflénce,
described

and
the GOP pressdential nomi-

agenda. particularly on
immigration.

Recalls shooting
The 78-year-old former
President, known best for
his bombast and ageressive
rhetoric, began his accep-
tance speech with a softer
and deeply personal mes-
sage that drew directly
from his brush with death.

cm

3

Trump
slanding onstage in in Butler,
his

would have perfectly hit its
mark,” Mr. Trump said.
“And 1 would not be here
. We would not be

conclusion of a masstve
four-day Republican pep

Grand finate: fic

publican presidentisl candiciats Donstd

during the RNC

rally that drew thousands
ative ac(Ms(s

se pul opportun.
Iy in the wake of his near-
the of-

on Thursday. 4@

entum in an election max

“I am running to be Presi-

-
teased new tariffs on trade
and an “America first” fo-
resgn policy.

M. Trump also falsely

m,
appears o be
favour.

o Pomiie Republican
leader embraced a new
tone he hopes will help
generate even more mo-

“The discord and dlnslon

quickly,” Mr. Trump said.

e during the 2020
election he lost and sug-
gested “we must not crimi-
nalise dissent or demonise
political _disagreement,”
even as Mr. Trump has
long called for prosecu-

tions of his opponents.
He did not mention
abortion rights, an issue
that has bedeviled Rej -
cans ever since the U.S. Su-
reme Court struck down
a federally guaranteed
right to abortion two years
ago, nor did he mention
the Insurrection at the U.S.
pitol on January 6, 2021,

Trump has long referred to
the people jailed for the
riot as “hostage:
Indeed, &ﬁ Trump
barely méndoned Atr. Bl
den, often referring only to
“current
administration.™
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Bangladesh unrest:
105 dead, TV news
off air, jail stormed

Reuters
DHAKA

Bangladesh on Friday an-
nounced the imposition of
a curfew and the deploy-

has spread throughout the

As least 105 people have
been killed in this week’s
violent student protests
against quotas for govern-
ment jobs. According to

52 people

nn,
air and telecommunica
tons were widely disrupt-
ed on the day.

Protesters stormed a jail

to quell unrest, with huge

Taliies in Dhaka despite-a
ban on public gatherings.
“We have banned all ral-

Rahman said, adding the

e and protesters
the sprawling me-
gacity of 20 mil ple,

peoy
desplte an Internet shut-

Raging fury: A foot averbridge set on fire in Dhaka on Thursday. 5%

down aimed at frustrating

immediate resignation of
[Prime Minister] Sheikh

numerous police and go-

politan Police spokesman
Faruk Hossain
The police had hood rrested

Ruhul Kabir Rizvi Ahmed,
the Jolnt secretary of the
main Opposition
desh Nationalist Party.

Near-daily marches this
month have called for an
end to a quota system that
reserves more than half of
ervice posts for spec-
ific groups.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 3




Microsoft update flaw triggers worldwide chaos

Faulty update by CrowdStrike, a Texas-based
cybersecurity firm, causes outages for millions

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

faulty update

knocked out sever-

al Windows com-
puters and servers around
the world on Friday, send-
ing them through a boot
loop featuring a so-called
blue screen of death, dis-
rupting aviation, banking,
telecommunications, hos-
pitals, TV channels and
other companies around
the world.

The update was part of
the Falcon endpoint threat
detection and response
product developed by
CrowdStrike, a Texas-
based cybersecurity firm.

Flights were briefly
grounded in the United
States, with airports reel-
ing under a complete col-
lapse of their digital sys-
tems around the world. In
India, airlines started
checking passengers in ma-

nually at airports serving
Bengaluru, Chennai, New
Delhi, Hyderabad, Kochi,
Thiruvananthapuram and
Mumbai, among others, is-
suing handwritten board-
ing passes as blue error
screens took over flight in-
formation display boards.

Many flights were de-
layed for hours or can-
celled, with IndiGo alone
cancelling at least 283 trips
on Friday and Saturday.
Other airlines such as Aka-
sa Air, SpiceJet, Vistara, Air
India, and Air India Ex-
press did not provide de-
tails of their cancellations.
The issues began at 3.30
a.m. and hit Indian air-
ports and airlines when
their systems received the
faulty update.

Bangalore International
Airport Ltd said in a state-
ment that airports were
facing issues due to down-
time affecting a departure
control system developed

- Y | - -
= 4 e[ 4

Digital systems in aviation, banking, hospitals,
TV channels and telecommunications collapse

In a freeze: Passengers wait at Mumbai airport terminal as services were hit on Friday. EMMANUAL YOGINI

by the firm Navitaire.

Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Nai-
du urged airlines to accom-
modate affected passen-
gers with food and water
during the delays.

Airlines were able to im-
plement the fix to some ex-
tent and restore digitised
boarding procedures. Ho-
wever, airline executives
warned that the disruption
would “cascade” over sub-

sequent days, due to
planes reaching late for
subsequent flights.

The Union govern-
ment’s eOffice suite for
processing files and paper-
work was also impacted for

two hours, according to a
source.

Minister for Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy Ashwini Vaishnaw said
the National Informatics
Centre was not impacted.

Recovery process

While Crowdstrike has
withdrawn the faulty up-
date and says it has issued
a fix, network and IT admi-
nistrators have had to ma-
nually execute a manual
four-step recovery process
to fix affected systems, as
computers and servers
need to boot completely to
download the fixed soft-
ware.

The Indian Computer
Emergency Team (CERT-
in) under the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology shared
these steps in an advisory
in the afternoon.

Mr. Vaishnaw said the
government was “continu-

Flights around the world and in India delayed
for hours or cancelled; passengers stuck

ously” engaging with Mi-
crosoft, and that CERT-in
was talking to chief infor-
mation security officers at
various critical infrastruc-
ture entities. “All impacted
entities are working to
bring up their systems,”
Mr. Vaishnaw said.

Maruti Suzuki India Ltd
said in a stock filing that
“production/despatch op-
erations were briefly halt-
ed” in the firm, but that
they had fixed the bug
internally.

CrowdStrike CEO Ge-
orge Kurtz told a U.S. news
channel that he was “deep-
ly sorry” about the disrup-
tions and said the firm
would extend support to
impacted customers. Mi-
crosoft said in a statement
that it is “actively support-
ing customers to assist in
their recovery.”

OUTAGE EXPLAINED
» PAGE 4



Windows outage: How a faulty software update hit businesses globally

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEW DELHI, JULY 19

A MAJOR disruption in Microsoft Corp’s
cloud services caused service disruptions
to a number of businesses around the
world, including in India.

What caused the outage?

Microsoft said that a preliminary cause
for the disruption was a configuration change
“in a portion of [its] Azure backend work-
loads”, which resulted in connectivity failures
thataffected Microsoft 365 services depend-
entonthese connections. Azureis Microsoft's
cloud computing platform.

At the heart of the issue was a software
update issued by US cybersecurity firm
CrowdsStrike for Windows systems, which
ended up malfunctioning and caused system

downtimes. The issue was specific to Falcon,
one of the company's main software prod-
ucts, which is deeply embedded with the
Windows operating system. Major corpora-
tions across the world use software devel-
oped by CrowdStrike, which is why all their
systems faced the outage at the same time.

In cybersecurity parlance, Falcon is de-
scribed as “endpoint detection and response”
(EDR) software. It is a complex software, but
its basic job is to monitor activity on comput-
ers on which it is installed, and constantly
scan them for any potential threats such as
malware. All major businesses around the
world, including several Fortune 500 compa-
nies, are understood to use the service.

To carry out its job, Falcon first gets ac-
cess to deep details of a system. This in-
cludes, among other things, the communi-
cations that computers are sending over the
internet, what programs they are running,

and the files that are being opened.

In that sense, Falcon is a ‘privileged soft-
ware’ givenits deep rooted integration at the
operating system level. Since a number of
businesses use systems which run on
Windows, Falconis deeply embedded within
those systems — this was the major reason
why a faulty code in the Falcon update pri-

Microsoft Azure, “which has resulted in in-
creased wait times at our contact centres and
airports”. Akasa Air temporarily suspended
online services, like booking and checlk-in,and
reverted to manual operations. Air India
Express said the outage had impacted its air-
portoperations, as well those of multiple air-
lines and airports globally. Spicejet said that it

marilyimpacted Windows PCs. was facing “a technical issue in
providing updates on flight dis-

Which sectors in India ruptions”.

were the most impacted by TECH The Ministry of Civil

the outage? Aviation, in collaboration with

In India, the impact of the outage was
most pronounced in the aviation sector.
Hundreds of flights were delayed, and sev-
eral cancelled, as airline operators found
their systems inoperational, forcing them
to switch to manual processes.

Indigo said that its systems “across the
network” were impacted by the issue with

the Airports Authority of India, imple-
mented manual backup systems to main-
tain operational continuity. Extra staff was
deployed to assist passengers, and address
their concerns, the ministry said.

The aviation sector saw major disruptions
worldwide. Major US carriers like Delta,
United, and American Airlines had flights

ananer indianaynracefam NN .

grounded by authorities. Airlines in Europe
and the Asia-Pacific also reported disruptions.

In India, at least ten banks and NBFCs
faced minor disruptions, which have either
been resolved or are being resolved, the
Reserve Bank of India said. It added that
overall, the financial sector in India re-
mained insulated from the global outage
since critical systems of most banks were
not in the cloud, and only a few banks are
using the CrowdStrike tool.

Unlike the London Stock Exchange, the
BSE was not impacted due to the Microsoft
issue. “Our operations are running normal,”
aspokesperson for the stock exchange said.

A number of Windows PC-users were
also greeted with the infamous ‘blue screen
of death’, where their systems simply did
not start up beyond a blue screen displaying
an error message. According to Microsoft,
a Windows device displays blue screen er-

rors if the operating system has encoun-
tered a serious problem that has forced it to
shut down or restart unexpectedly.

How has the government responded to
the outage?

Union [T Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said
that the Ministry of Electronics and IT(MeitY)
was in touch with Microsoft, which in turn
was working with impacted entities.

India’s nodal cyber agency, Indian
Computer Emergency Response Team (Cert-
In) also issued an advisory regarding
workarounds to the issue. Vaishnaw said that
Cert-Inwas coordinating with chief informa-
tionsecurity officers of critical infrastructure
entities. “Allimpacted entities are working to
bring up their systems. In many cases, sys-
tems are partially up,” Vaishnaw said. He clar-
ified that the National Informatics Centre’s
(NIC's) operations were not impacted.



Cause: A configuration change in Microsoft's Azure backend workloads
led to connectivity failures affecting Microsoft 365 services globally.

Specific Issue: The faulty software update was issued by CrowdStrike for
Windows systems, causing system downtimes.

HROT: Microsoft & Azure §ohs déhoi\ls\{-l H FIehIReT IRddT @
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Falcon Software: The specific software product involved was Falcon, an
endpoint detection and response (EDR) software by CrowdStrike.

Error Display: Systems faced "blue screen of death" errors due to the
faulty update.
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* Incident Overview:

* Faulty Update Impact: A faulty update from CrowdStrike caused
widespread disruptions globally, affecting Windows computers and servers.

* Disruption Areas: The disruptions impacted aviation, banking,
telecommunications, hospitals, TV channels, and other sectors.
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» Specific Effects:

* Aviation Impact: Flights were grounded in the United States and disrupted in major
Indian airports such as Bengaluru, Chennai, New Delhi, Hyderabad, Kochi,
Thiruvananthapuram, and Mumbai.

* Delay and Cancellations: Many flights were delayed or canceled, including over 283 trips
by IndiGo alone.
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Recovery Process:

CrowdStrike's Action: CrowdStrike withdrew the faulty update and issued a fix. IT administrators had
to execute a manual recovery process.

Government Response: The Indian government monitored the situation and coordinated with critical
infrastructure entities to ensure system recovery.

qeAqITCd Ifshar:
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Broader Impact:

Global Reach: The update issue affected systems worldwide, causing operational halts in
various sectors.

Public Response: Passengers and customers faced delays and disruptions, with efforts
made to mitigate the impact on services.

<diYsh YAHIC:

dfRa® 9gd: 39S FHAEAT o dRgeh TAX 9X YUMTSAr &l JHTidd fohar, forad
AffcT g3 7 g 39 g =]

arasifas gfafean Iif3al 3R agenl & faee 3R STam3il 1 J#HT Hlen
geT, 3T G 9 THT R FH Sl & 9I1T [T 7]




[

o

Yoy "B

Mmoo YIrVY'BsABT 0B

=]

~ O

Bangladesh unrest:
105 dead, TV news
off air; jail stormed

Agence France-Presse
Reuters

DHAKA

Bangladesh on Friday an-
nounced the imposition of
a curfew and the deploy-
ment of military forces af-
ter the police failed to quell
days of deadly unrest that
has spread throughout the
country.

At least 105 people have
been killed in this week’s
violent student protests
against quotas for govern-
ment jobs. According to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, at least 52 people
were killed in the capital ci-
ty on Friday. Television
news channels were off the
air and telecommunica-
tions were widely disrupt-
ed on the day.

Protesters stormed a jail
in the central district of
Narsingdi and freed the in-
mates before setting it on
fire, as the police struggled
to quell unrest, with huge
rallies in Dhaka despite a
ban on public gatherings.

“We have banned all ral-
lies, processions and pu-
blic gatherings in Dhaka to-
day,” police chief Habibur
Rahman said, adding the
move was necessary to en-
sure “public safety”. That
did not stop another round
of confrontations between
police and protesters
around the sprawling me-
gacity of 20 million people,
despite an Internet shut-

g’

Raging fury: A foot overbridge set on fire in Dhaka on Thursday. AFp

down aimed at frustrating
the organisation of rallies.

“Our protest will conti-
nue,” said Sarwar Tushar,
who joined a march in the
capital and sustained mi-
nor injuries. “We want the
immediate resignation of
[Prime Minister] Sheikh
Hasina. The government is
responsible  for  the
killings.”

‘Destructive activities’
Dhaka’s police force earlier
said the protesters had on
Thursday torched, vandal-
ised and carried out “des-
tructive  activities” on
numerous police and go-
vernment offices. Among
them was the Dhaka head-
quarters of state broadcas-
ter Bangladesh Television,
which remains offline after
hundreds of students set
fire to a building.

“About 100 policemen
were injured in the clashes
yesterday,” Dhaka Metro-
politan Police spokesman
Faruk Hossain said.

The police had arrested
Ruhul Kabir Rizvi Ahmed,
the joint secretary of the
main Opposition Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party.

Near-daily marches this
month have called for an
end to a quota system that
reserves more than half of
civil service posts for spec-
ific groups.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 3



Overview of Unrest:

Trigger: Violent student protests against quotas for government jobs.
Deaths: At least 105 people killed, including 52 in Dhaka.

Curfew and Military Deployment: Imposed to control the situation.
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* . Impact on Communication:

* TV News and Telecommunications: Disrupted, with news channels
off air.

* Public Gatherings: Ban on rallies, processions, and public gatherings
in Dhaka.
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e . Violent Actions:

e Jail Storming: Protesters stormed a jail in Narsingdi, freeing inmates and
setting it on fire.

e Destructive Activities: Protesters torched and vandalized police and
government offices.
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* Government and Police Response:

* Enforcement of Public Safety: Measures taken to ensure public safety and
control the unrest.

* Arrests: Key leaders of the protests, including Ruhul Kabir Rizvi Ahmed,
arrested.
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* Ongoing Protests:

* Continued Protests: Despite the curfew and ban, protests continued
in Dhaka.

 Demands: Protesters demand the resignation of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina.
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‘EPFO’s I'T systems
are dysfunctional
and crash-prone’

L ies tr i <
ignored by top brass, officials tell Labour

Saturday, July 20, 2024
CHENNAL

RIL Q1 PAT declines
4% to 17448 crore

crore as against eus.ml
MUMBAL

fo
ik prniis o tia e ise:
grew ILT% YoY to
&- 698 crore.

Reliance Industries I.td

in the past two- d-a-half vears
s = clined 4% to 17,448 crore

from the year earlier, on
higher depreciation.

Pa

ril-lune

arents Vikas Dhoot S e e “Consolidated revenue

uarter loss widens to ¥I840 cr. NEW DELHI vy PaSseN rat o for the quarter ended June  TISLT with 3 better, sub.
- 30, 2024 1.5%  scriber mix, promotional
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Elevating India’s capital goods
for a global electronics revolution

BUDGET IN FOCUS
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Agriculture
exports slide
3% to $5.88 bn
in Q1 FY25

Amiti Sen.
NEW DELHI

Agriculture exports in the
fiest quarser of the current
fiscal declined 3 -on-

R&D, facilitating ease of
business, ensur-
ing a stable regulatory en-

Fostering R&D
india’s robust 1PR protec-
tion can create a secure en-
vironment where new
ideas can thrive. By pro-
moting strong R&D ecosys-
tem, we can develop indi.
nous
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ble

wards sustainable manu-
facturing practices, India
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the Red Sea crisls impact.
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creased 3% to $3.38 billion,
as per figures shared by the
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India plans to enter
into carbon crediting
mechanism with Japan

NEW DELHI

India is Jooking to enter in-
to a carbon trading and
carbon credit adjustment
mechanism with Japan.
The two countries plan
o sign a Memorandum of
Cooperation for setting up
2 Jolnt Crediting biechan-
ism () h emission.

ed in July and re-
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India plans to enter
into carbon crediting
mechanism with Japan

Abhishek Law
NEW DELHI

India is looking to enter in-
to a carbon trading and
carbon credit adjustment
mechanism with Japan.

The two countries plan
to sign a Memorandum of
Cooperation for setting up
a Joint Crediting Mechan-
ism (JCM) with emission-
reduction credits being
shared, as per Cabinet note
prepared in July and re-
viewed by businessline.

Under the mechanism,
carbon credits will be “allo-
cated through a structured
process’ and there will be a
‘registry to track these cre-
dits,” as per the note.

Projects will be taken up
only when they are cleared
through a Joint Committee,
and both governments will
notify these credits issued
based on the submitted re-
ports. The credits will be
allocated to the respective
registries of India and Ja-
pan, and can subsequently
be used towards the Na-
tionally Determined Con-
tribution (a climate action
plan to cut emissions and
adapt to climate impact) of
both countries.

The proposal will
“boost job creation by at-
tracting investments in
low-carbon and clean tech-
nologies”. There will also
be any financial implica-
tion of such a project.

“A draft Cabinet Note
has been prepared .....
authorising the MoEFCC
(Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate
Change) for the signing of
MoC (Memorandum of
Cooperation) between Go-
vernment of India and the
Government of Japan in
consultation with the con-

Green move: The proposal will boost job creation via investments
in low-carbon and clean technologies. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

MEA,” as per office memo-
randum of one of the Mi-
nistries said. The JCM will
facilitate diffusion of lead-
ing decarbonising technol-
ogies, equipment, machin-
ery, products, systems and
infrastructure, implemen-
tation of mitigation ac-
tions, among others.

The draft (Cabinet note)
has approval of the Envi-
ronment Minister.

Bilateral ties

The JCM will be formed un-
der Article 6.2 of the Paris
Agreement.

As per the draft Memo-
randum of Cooperation,
the mechanism will be im-
plemented in accordance
with “relevant domestic
laws and regulation” in
these respective countries.

A joint committee will
be established and it will
develop rules and guide-
lines required for imple-
mentation of the JCM that
cover project cycle proce-
dures, methodologies,
project design documents,
monitoring and designa-
tion of third-party entities,
among others.

“Decisions by the Joint
Committee on registration
of the project, crediting pe-
riod, sharing of credits, is-
suance of credits, and oth-

JCM are made with prior
confirmation of the Go-
vernment of Japan and Go-
vernment of India, unless
otherwise specified,” one
of the provisions stated.

Emission cuts

Both governments “mu-
tually recognise that part
of JCM credits issued from
emission reductions and
removals may be towards
the achievement of Japan’s
nationally determined con-
tribution and rest of the
said JCM credits may con-
tribute to the achievement
of India’s nationally deter-
mined contribution” while
ensuring double counting
is avoided.

Each government can
authorise part of JCM cre-
dits for international miti-
gation purposes too.

The two countries will
confirm registration of a
project prior to a decision
by the joint committee;
while the percentage of
credit allocation will also
be decided.

The MoC (draft) also
mentions Japan will facili-
tate the transfer of technol-
ogy, finance and capacity
building in respect of new
technologies for the joint
crediting mechanism.

(The writer is with The



e Carbon Credit Mechanism: India and Japan plan to enter into a carbon
trading and carbon credit adjustment mechanism.

 Memorandum of Cooperation: A memorandum of cooperation (MoC) will
be signed for setting up a Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM).
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* Mutual Recognition: Both governments recognize that part of JCM credits from
emission reductions may contribute to Japan’s and India's nationally determined

contributions.

* Regulation Compliance: The mechanism will be implemented in accordance with
relevant domestic laws and regulations.

e 4, 3cHIAT H Feldl:
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INDIA’S CLIMATE TARGETS: EXISTING AND NEW

Target (for 2030)

Existing: First NDC
(2015)

New: Updated NDC
(2022)

Progress

Emission intensity 33-35 per cent from | 45 per cent from 24 per cent reduction

reduction 2005 levels 2005 levels achieved in 2016 itself.
Estimated to have reached
30 per cent

Share of non-fossil | 40 per cent 50 per cent 41.5 per cent achieved by

fuels in installed
electricity capacity

the end of June this year

Carbon sink

Creation of 2.5t0 3
billion tonnes of
additional sink
through afforestation

Same as earlier

Not clear.




TARGETS FOR PARIS AGREEMENT
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INDIA - CHINA USA EU (28)
Emission - Emissionintentistyof  Absolute = Absolute

intentisty of GDP = GDP60-65% below  emissions = emissions
33-35%below | 2005levelsby2030.  26-28%  40%

2005 levels by - Peak emissions below below
2030, Power - around2030.Non- | 2005 1990
capacity to be fossilfueltobe20%of  levelsby  levels by
40% nonfossil | primaryenergy 2025 2030
fuel based - consumption by 2030

Source: uefcc.int



e Consider the following statements regarding the carbon crediting mechanism between
India and Japan:

1.The Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM) will be established under the Paris Agreement.

2.The carbon credits issued will be used only for Japan's nationally determined
contribution.

3.Both governments will mutually recognize JCM credits from emission reductions.
 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and3
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transformative initiatives through innovative means to meet the changing needs of tomorrow’s banking
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Together, let's redefine banking and shape a promising future where trust and
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Assam’s 700-yr-old Moidams to be
considered for World Heritage List

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, JULY 19

THE 700-YEAR-OLD mound-bur-
ial system of the Ahom dynasty
— the Moidams from Assam —
will be considered for nomina-
tion on the World Heritage List
next week during the 46th ses-
sion of the World Heritage
Committee (WHC) in New Delhi
on Sunday. If the nomination
comes through, it will become
the first cultural site on the pres-
tigious list from the northeastern
region.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the 46th
session of WHC, which is being

The Moidams in Assam. File

held inIndia for the first time. The
event, to be held at Bharat
Mandapam from July 21 to 31,
brings together culture ministers,
representatives and stakeholders
from around the world to discuss
the preservation of shared cul-
tural, natural and mixed heritage.

The nomination dossier for
the Moidams was sent more

than a decade ago and is
presently on the tentative list of
UNESCO World Heritage Site,
which is the first step towards
the monument becominga part
of the final list.

Itisamong 28 sites proposed
for inscription on the List, to be
examined according to category:
natural, mixed and cultural.

Besides, the committee will
alsodiscuss the state of conserva-
tion of the 124 sites already in-
scribed on the World Heritage
List, 57 of which are also on the
list of World Heritage in Danger.

Till date, the World Heritage
Committee has inscribed 1,199
sites in 168 countries on the list.
India has 44 of its sites on the list.






TAKING PSILOCYBIN, the hallucinogenic
compound found in magic mushrooms,
temporarily resets entire networks of
neurons in the brain that are responsible
for controlling a person’s sense of time
and self, according to a new study.

Most of these changes last for a few
hours, but one key link between differ-
ent parts of the brain remains disrupted
for weeks, the study said.

The analysis, “Psilocybin desynchro-
nises the human brain”, was published in
the journal Nature on Wednesday.

The findings could give insights into
why psilocybin might have a therapeutic
effect on some neurological conditions. The
compound is one of several psychedelic
drugs, including LSD, ketamine and
MDMA, thatare being investigated as ther-
apies for conditions such as depressionand
post-traumatic stress disorder. Despite sev-
eral previous studies, researchers still do
not fully understand the mechanism that
underlies their therapeutic effects.

Howwas the study carried out?

For the study, the researchers tracked
activity in the brains of seven healthy
adults before, during, and after they took
a high dose of psilocybin. The researchers
used functional magnetic resonance im-
aging (fMRI) to obtain images of blood-
flow changes in different parts of the
brain — a proxy used to measure how
groups of neurons across the brain com-
municate with one another.

They then compared these fMRI scans
with images of the same participants’
brains when they did not take any drug
or when they took a stimulant.

| WHAT HAPPENS T YOUR BRAIN WHEN
YOU CONSUME MAGIC MUSHROOMS?

What are the findings?

The researchers found that psilocybin
caused groups of neurons that normally
fire together to become desynchronised.
These effects were localised to a group of
brain regions called the default mode net-
work, which is usually active when the
brainis at ‘wakeful rest’ — for example, dur-
ing daydreaming — rather than focusing
on a task. Most of the neurons in this net-
work seemed to get back in sync once the
acute effects of the drug had worn off.

However, the communication be-
tween the default mode network and a
brain region called the anterior hip-
pocampus — which is involved in creat-
ing our senses of space, time, and self —
was diminished for weeks.

The researchers also found thata men-
tal exercise called ‘grounding’, which is
commonly used in psychedelic therapy to
dampen the unpleasanteffects of adrug by
diverting the recipient’s attention to their
surroundings, diminished psilocybin’s ef-
fects on the brain. This suggests that there
could be a neurological signal that ground-
ing techniques can influence.

Although the findings cannot show
what precisely causes the potential thera-
peutic benefit of psilocybin, they offer tan-
talising clues, according to Brian Mathur, a
systems neuroscientist at the University of
Maryland School of Medicine in Baltimore
and co-author of the study.

“It’s possible psilocybin is directly
causing” the brain-network changes, he
says — or perhaps it is creating a psyche-
delicexperience thatin turn causes parts
of the brain to behave differently.

NATURE



 Psilocybin Effects: Psilocybin, the hallucinogenic compound in magic mushrooms, resets
networks of neurons in the brain.

* Duration: Most changes last for a few hours, but some disruptions last for weeks.
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Neuron Desynchronization: Psilocybin causes neurons that normally fire together to
become desynchronized.

Default Mode Network: This effect is localized to the default mode network, active
during wakeful rest.

Communication Disruption: Communication between the default mode network and the
anterior hippocampus remains disrupted for weeks.

Grounding Exercise: Grounding exercises diminish psilocybin's effects, suggesting a
neurological signal that grounding techniques can influence.
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* Participants: Researchers tracked brain activity of seven healthy adults before,
during, and after taking a high dose of psilocybin.

* fMRI Scans: Functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) was used to track blood
flow changes in the brain.

 Comparison: fMRI scans were compared with images of the participants' brains
when they took no drug or a stimulant.
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e Potential Benefits and Unknowns:

* Therapeutic Insights: Findings offer insights into potential therapeutic
effects for conditions like depression and PTSD.

* Unclear Mechanisms: Despite several studies, the exact mechanism
underlying therapeutic effects remains unclear.
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* Consider the following statements regarding the effects of psilocybin, found in
magic mushrooms, on the brain:

1.Psilocybin causes neurons that normally fire together to become desynchronized.

2.The communication between the default mode network and the anterior
hippocampus is enhanced for weeks after psilocybin intake.

3.Grounding exercises can diminish the effects of psilocybin on the brain.
 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a) 1and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Saturday. A 15-year-old bay
from puram who tested
positive for the infection is said
to be critical. % PAGE 2

THOOTHUKUDE
Twenty-nine women staff of 3
seafood processing unit here in
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The tsraeli military said on
Saturday that its jets struck
Houthi military targets in
Yemen after 2 drone hit Tel
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Bangladesh deploys Army
as unrest toll rises to 133

Soldiers patrol da,erted streets as curfew i

Internet

Reuters
ence France-Presse
HAKA

oldsers patrolled the

streets of the

desh capital Dhaka
Saturday, seting up

police cracked down on
protesters who defied a
public gatherings.
Overseas

mayhem: Army personnel patrol the streets in Dhaka on Saturday. AFF

calls mostly failed to con-

organisations did not up-
date and their social media
accounts remained inac-
fve. “The army has been
deployed nationwide
control the law and order

situation,” armed forces
spokesperson  Shahdat
Hossain

The curfew was

for two hours from noon

Saturday to allow peo-
Ple to shop for supplies
other

addl w©
deaths, the clashes have in-
jured thousands, accord-
Ing to hospitals across Ban-
ladesh.

Medical College Iloxphzl
received 27 bodie:

ween S p.m. and 7 p.rn. on
Friday.

Streets in Dhaka were al-

most
with roops on foot and in

person.

are to the wall,~ prot-
ester Nazrul islam, 52 said
at the scene. “There’s anar-
chv £0ing on In the coun-
They are shooting at
People like birds.~

Reuters TV footage
showed armed soldiers
surv roads litte
with stones and debris as
shops remained =

uprooted on streets where
charred vehicles stood.
Young men played football
on a deserted road during
the relaxation of

.
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services off: media or

AEAinst s ded

across the country;
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978 Indian students
safely evacuated

NEW DELHI

Since the beginning of the
clashes between
v forces in m-
evacuar

Saiying in varlous fnstie
tions in the

Indian offictals are coor-
dinating with airline com-
panies and law enforce-

officials In  the

ment
violence-hit country to
evacuate Indian nationals
from Dhaka and Chita-
gong alrports.

Several high-scoring NEET
centres found clustered in
Rajasthan’s Sikar district

NEW DELHY

AL

An analysis of NEET-UG
that

y students sc
high marks were clustered
in particular centres locat-
ed In certain cites or
States.

The National Testing

e
the data be made public.
Of the SO NEET-UG ex-
had

candsdates a chance of get-
ting admission in govern-
ment medical colleges.

~Of the 30,204 students
who  bagged
marks, and will compete
for 20,000 highly coveted

Sticlents froem various arganisations protest over the NEET-UG issue
2t Jantar Mantar in New Defhi FLE PHOTO

probed,” Dr. Sharma
added.

The highest number of
candidates scoring above
650 marks, a total of 6,697
students, wrote the exami-

nation ac  centres in

Others  who
sbove 650 marks inchsde
3,387 candidates in Uttar
Pradesh 2,835 in Kerala

medical 2,057
scores above in
Sikar alone. The CBI

should dehmlely look at
this n

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) has said.
The evacuation is part
of security measures that
the Indian officials in the
Com:

fecy of around 8,000 In-
Al udacss.
EA press note has
T

dents from Nepal and Bhu-
tan to leave Bangladesh as

been arr: where ne-
cessary. for their travel by
road during repa!rlauon
through select land ports,”
the MEA said in the press
note. Officials said more
students were crossing
through land ports on Sa-

“Security escorts have also
anged,

evening.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment has announced that
the “situation is extremely
volatle and unpredicta-
ble” adding that the ~U.S.

educational Institutions
have shut v in
view of the on;

s.

y Dhaka
to offer only limited servic-
s at this time™.

Sharma, the pamn( of an

ryana. Dr. S
the petitioners in the Su-
preme Court in the NEET-
UG 2024 paper leak case.

A total of 27,216 students
appeared for the NEET-UG
exam

T T Nadu, 1,51 in Ha:
Tyana, 1,422 in West Ben-
gal, 1,406 in Karnataka,
1,369 in Bihar, and 1.326 in
Delhi.

It is pertinent to_note
that 12 students of the
1968 who appeared at the
centre in Rajkot's R.K. Un-
iversity’s Unit-1 School of

appeared from the cen
s Dethi Pu.

in Sikar,
7.48%)
over 650

s is a very high per-
scoring

Biic Schoot peed above's
marks,

anner for pap-

Vivek Pandey, an RT1ac-
tivist who analysed the da-
ta, said that other outliers

inctude the Delhi Public
School centre in Haryana'

vt ot cwhire

2273% of the 264 candi-

da(es scored above 600
; s well as the centre

ot the st Pabisd

Tior Secondary Scheol in

Scored al Z
is a small village in Harya-
na and it is surprising that
sucha 1 of stu-

dents hagged top marks.”
Dr. Pander

Data from 2023
Dr. Sharma added that
while this clustering of
highrs(nrlng candidates
ng observed in

States like - Haryana. Rajas.
. and . & would

be pmdem if the Supreme
Court also orders
NEET-UG data from 2023

also be made ic so that
comparisons could be
drawn with the erns.
seen in this year's
examination.
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Airline systems working normally after
global IT outage, says Aviation Minister

MUMBAL

Alrline systems across

Aviation

and ret
are taken care of, he ad-
ded. “Since 3 a.m. (Satur-
day), airline systems across
airports have started work-
mg normally. II.lgh( opera-
are goin

now,” Mr. Naldu nld ina
statement.

On Friday, in one of the
biggest-ever IT outages, an

Taking off: Flight services were back o normat an Saturday after a

day of chaos due to the outage. veLAs

update of a product of-

S

and airlines while hospital
l

Trump speaks with Zelenskyy, says he
will ‘end war’, bring ‘peace to the world’

due to the outage, result-
ing in higher

Agence
WASHINGTON

us.

ime

the airlines, inchsding Indi-
Go, Spicejet, Akasa and Alr
india Express, are now op-

w a

Donal
Trump said on Friday he
had spoken by telephone
with Uk.lame Presi
lodymyr Zelenskyy,
pledged to end the Euro-

pean country's war with
Russia.

1 appreciate President
for st

ource.

“Online printing (Digi
‘Yatra) is convenient, which
wasn't happening yester-
dan

fered by global
iy firm Crowdstrike trig-

pr
Microsofts Windows nper—
ating system across the pla-
net, hitting operations at fi-
nancial sector companies

2o
and some television chan-
nels went off air.

across the
country witnessed chaotic
scenes after the online pas-
senger booking, reserva-

. fine to-
day. Flights are on time.
whm happene yesterday

'work issue. No
e il anything about
that” said a passenger at
the Dethi airport.

o
because I, as your next Pre-
sident of the United States,
will_bring peace to the
world and end the war that
has cost so many Hves and

Unknown plan: Conald Trump has r

end the war very
dollars in_ military _assis-
tance for Kyiv since Russia

Jl-scale inva-

mo-
Cont familicas Mr. Tramp
said in a post on his Truth
Social platform.
The United States has
provided tens of billions of
s |

sion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022 though a
Trump victory in the No-
vember election would put
Washington's  continued

edly claimed he would

quickly, without offering detaits. 4>

sippote ints questian,

coming the Republican

Party’s presidential nomi-

nee, as well as wishing him
R 3

well after an attempt on his
life . “We agreed with Presi-

dent Trump to discuss at 3
meeting wh.

mp has repeat.
edly Clatmed he would o
war very cuickly. wlxh~
out offering
. His f(equenl pnlse
for Russian President Via-
dimir Putin and reluctance
to numgm criticise the
invasion have
xﬁmd concerns among
Ukraine's allies that he
would force the country in-
t0 accepting partial defeat.



Bangladesh deploys Army
as unrest toll rises to 133

Soldiers patrol deserted streets as curfew imposed against student-led protests across the country;

Internet shutdown continues, text message services off; media organisations remain inaccessible

Reuters
Agence France-Presse
DHAKA

oldiers patrolled the
s streets of the Bangla-

desh capital Dhaka
on Saturday, setting up
roadblocks during a cur-
few imposed in response
to student-led protests
against government job qu-
otas that have killed at least
133 people this week.

Internet and text mes-
sage services have been
suspended since Thursday,
cutting the nation off as
police cracked down on
protesters who defied a
ban on public gatherings.

Overseas telephone
calls mostly failed to con-
nect while the websites of
Bangladesh-based media
organisations did not up-
date and their social media
accounts remained inac-
tive. “The army has been
deployed nationwide to
control the law and order
situation,” armed forces
spokesperson Shahdat
Hossain said.

The curfew was eased
for two hours from noon
on Saturday to allow peo-
ple to shop for supplies
and complete other
chores. Local media re-
ported that it will last until
10 a.m. on Sunday, when
the government will assess
the situation and decide
the next course of action.

In addition to the
deaths, the clashes have in-
jured thousands, accord-
ing to hospitals across Ban-
gladesh. The Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
received 27 bodies bet-
ween 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. on
Friday.

Streets in Dhaka were al-

most deserted at daybreak,
with troops on foot and in
armoured personnel car-
riers patrolling the spraw-
ling megacity of 20
million.

But thousands returned
to the streets later in the
day in the residential
neighbourhood of Rampu-
ra, with police firing at the
crowd and wounding at
least one person. “Our
backs are to the wall,” prot-
ester Nazrul Islam, 52 said
atthe scene. “There’s anar-
chy going on in the coun-
try... They are shooting at
people like birds.”

Reuters TV footage
showed armed soldiers
surveying roads littered
with stones and debris as
shops remained shuttered.
Trees and barricades were
uprooted on streets where
charred vehicles stood.
Young men played football
on a deserted road during
the relaxation of the
curfew.
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Widespread mayhem: Army personnel patrol the streets in Dhaka on Saturday. AFP

978 Indian students
safely evacuated

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Since the beginning of the
clashes between students
and security forces in Ban-
gladesh, India has evacuat-
ed 978 nationals who were
studying in various institu-
tions in Bangladesh, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) has said.

The evacuation is part
of security measures that
the Indian officials in the
High Commission in Dhaka
are taking to ensure the sa-
fety of around 8,000 In-
dian students.

An MEA press note has
informed that Indian offi-
cials are also assisting stu-
dents from Nepal and Bhu-
tan to leave Bangladesh as
educational institutions
have shut indefinitely in
view of the ongoing
clashes.

Indian officials are coor-
dinating with airline com-
panies and law enforce-
ment officials in the
violence-hit country to
evacuate Indian nationals
from Dhaka and Chitta-
gong airports.

Security arrangements
“Security escorts have also
been arranged, where ne-
cessary, for their travel by
road during repatriation
through select land ports,”
the MEA said in the press
note. Officials said more
students were crossing
through land ports on Sa-
turday evening.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment has announced that
the “situation is extremely
volatile and unpredicta-
ble” adding that the “U.S.
Embassy Dhaka continues
to offer only limited servic-
es at this time”.




* Curfew Imposed: Bangladesh imposed a curfew and deployed
military forces to control violent student protests.

* Death Toll: At least 105 people have been killed in the protests.
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Airline systems working normally after
global IT outage says Aviation Minister

Press Trust of India
MUMBAI

Airline systems across air-
ports, which were impact-
ed by a global IT outage on
Friday, have started work-
ing normally, Civil Aviation
Minister K. Rammohan
Naidu said on Saturday.

The Ministry is con-
stantly monitoring the op-
erations at airports and air-
lines to ensure travel
readjustments and refunds
are taken care of, he ad-
ded. “Since 3 a.m. (Satur-
day), airline systems across
airports have started work-
ing normally. Flight opera-
tions are going smoothly
now,” Mr. Naidu said in a
statement.

On Friday, in one of the
biggest-ever IT outages, an
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Taking off: Flight services were back to normal on Saturday after a
day of chaos due to the outage. VELANKANNI RAJ. B

update of a product of-
fered by global cybersecur-
ity firm CrowdStrike trig-
gered problems with
Microsoft’s Windows oper-
ating system across the pla-
net, hitting operations at fi-
nancial sector companies
A

and airlines while hospital
operations got postponed
and some television chan-
nels went off air.

Airports across the
country witnessed chaotic
scenes after the online pas-
senger booking, reserva-

tion and boarding systems
turned to manual mode
due to the outage, result-
ing in higher passenger
handling processing time
and consequently hun-
dreds of flights were de-
layed and many cancelled.

The reservation and
check-in systems of most of
the airlines, including Indi-
Go, SpiceJet, Akasa and Air
India Express, are now op-
erational, according to a
source.

“Online printing (Digi
Yatra) is convenient, which
wasn’t happening yester-
day. Everything’s fine to-
day. Flights are on time.
What happened yesterday
was a network issue. No
one can do anything about
that,” said a passenger at
the Delhi airport.



THE HINDU

News

Centre rejects study that
claims 11.9 lakh excess
deaths during pandemic

The re; ished in the academic journal Science Advances. is ss and misleading: the
study fails to acknowledge India’s robust Civil Registration System, says Union Health Ministry

Sunday, July 21, 2024
CHENNAL

CPCB plans to check
violations in plastic
waste trading regime

NEW DELHL th the

complaint wi

Dclhi Police against
‘The Central Pollution Con- Loty N"cc.
trol Board has begun a na.  MRknown hackers for
tional audit of nearly 800
plastic-waste recyclers
across the country, The
Hindu has learnt, after it

Mizo woman who killed a

cyclers on the mechanics

r with an axe dies at 72 se.awhole: The 29%.of | emieriged thae fuw fivie in. _ofthis schémie.

NEW DELHL “This is a paradigm

A wom. e a household name this analysts from parts of | and Gujarat had lssued  shift. All these years, com-
Mizoram after killing 3 siger in sel.fdgl‘en:e in he Union Healkh 14 States cannot be consi- | nearly 6.00,000 fake cer-  panies had no mandatory
1978, died on l-rldlyam battling canc; T Ministry on Satur- dered representative of the | tificates under the E: - targets and were alien to
several months. Zadingi, believed to T s only day dismissed a country” the Ministry roducer Responsib concept of an online
woman in India to have Struck a tiger down with study reporting a higher § (EPR) programme. tracking_ system  that
an axe, was 72. Reports in July 1978 said the tiger number of deaths in 2020 The paper erroneously scheme man-  sh how many certifi-
her when she had gone to a jungle near during the COVID-19 pan- argues for the need for | dates businesses that use cates were generated and
Buarpul, her al My s demic in India. such analyses that plastic p: traded. While we are aware
district, with her companions to collect firewood. In a statement, the Mi- the vital registration sys- | to recycle a certain pe: of the problem. it &s akin to
Zadingi, 24 years ind three mont nistry sald the study, pu- tem in low and middle in- tage used in — sa of m-

blished in Science Advanc-

i g, come countries including
Poputstion base in the fellowing year. 11

was recognised President of India in 1980. peer-revie India is weak. it said. But [ July 34, The Hindu had car-  and Services Tax) or fling
have rarely been sighted in Mizoram since scientific journal published the cration Sys- d a report on the issue L e s

the 1980s. American fa-  19). The Ministry, however,  vious year inIndia s mark.  tem in I l.ndh is highly ro- | and on the chances of ma.  We will be keeping a track

tion for the Advancement  said data on about 5.3 lakh  edly fewer than the IL.9 over | ny e fake certificates EPR-fillngs by compa-

Science, was Fecorded deathe due to the  Lakh deathe repored in the 99 of deathe This g report- rated. i in f suspi-

d novel as well  Science Advances paper.” 8 ing has constandy in- Separately, the cious filings, we will be

W i ble estimates. as research data from co-  said. creased from 75% in 2015 | has also filed a comphlnl a hawk's eye. Ex-

QIMan kl“e,d in balcon. “it is strongly asserted  horts ries, con- While the authors claim  to over 99% in 2020, it | with the Delhi Police rant companies will face

collapse during Mumbai rain that an excess mortality of  sistently showed higher to follow standard metho-  said. against unknown ~hack- heavy fines,~ the ial
about 11.9 lakh de: re-  mortality due to the virus analysing the Na- Data from this system | ers~, for having allegedly  told The .

Incessant rain in Mumbai on a ed in the Sclence Ad-  In men than women (1) tional Family Health Sur-  shows death registration | srolen several ‘thousand The official said an in-

woman's death when a portion of a residential vances paper in 2020 over nd In older age ps  vey-5 (NFHS-S), there l-us increased "4 lakh | EPR credits from its online  vestigation has b on

buildings balcony collapsed at Rul pr. year isagross  (several fold er in per- a tiawrs 1o facthodalo. i 2030 from 2015, There | portal. The Delni Police Is  since last Ottober. In the

on Grant . The urred at 11 am._ d ng overest- above 60 than in the gy, it said The most - was a similar increase of | learnt to have lodged a first . security fea-

when the balconies of the ground, se g mate. It is noteworthy that  O-15 age ). The incon-  tant flaw Is that the aut 4.86 lakh and 6.9 lakh in | information report (r no tures of the EPR-trading

and fourth floors of the building psed excess mortality sistent and unexplainable asubsetof hou-  death registration in 2018 | and is investigating platform have been en-

ocal of 13 persons we: by the pandemic means an in-  results in the published seholds included in the and 2019 over the respec- | martter. which required a

the Mumbai Fire Brigade. Earlier in june, crease in deaths due to all Ja- tve previous years Nota- A senior official of the rehaul of the portal

e

were direc

paper further reduced any
confidence in its claims.

study is erroneous
and the methodology fol-
lowed

Only after the inw

The mshoricy had alsg lasued notice 16 the COVID-19,” the Ministry By the authors has 2019, and extrapolated the  ic. Excess mumber Is also | sult of ~teething lssucs- be.  certificates. The fines for
residents to move out. said. critical flaws: the claims results to the entire coun-  due to an increasing trend use this was the first full  the guilty would be worth
The paper said excess are inconsistent and unex-  try, it said. of death registration in CRS | year since the scheme was  ~hundreds of crores.” the

as greater in  plainable. The anmse ex- The NFHS sample e (it w implemented and _that  offictal said, o-

India to consider providing
X1.500 crore to Bhutan

Wi
women and in the younger
age groups (particularly O-

Pt i ith the pre-

the country
on)y when It is considered

as 92% in 2019) and a
Larger population in
eeding year.

1V long drawn proc

s b e o S Uniongove | Muslims back in Purola, with wounds of a
vernme: sabd Saturday at the end of ». - -
BT S ORI R chandipura | hounding over a kidnap that never happened

virus situation

in
diverse areas of the India-Bhutan development of e moved to Vikas
with his Aum The Hindu Bureau NEW DELHL had”, fringe right-wing out- Nagar 110 km away. “The
Choden. He also called on Bhutanese NEW DELHI fits stuck post rally raken out by my own
ing Tobgay and Dozens of Muslim ed by A lims, asking nds

Prime Minkster D
Affairs

asho Tshering
Minister D.N. Dhungyel. »n

The Health Ministry on Fri-
day reviewed the situation
in Gujarat, Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh after the

Sors whe left their homes
in Purola in Urtarl dis-
trict of Uttarakhand after

ces.
They demanded a com-
plete ban on the entry of

against my
comumunity will hatnt it
forever,” Mr. Sahil says.
While the Muslim com-
munity in Purola tries to

States reported cases of | ous in the town in June last into Purola, a pick up the pieces, Mr.
BSF officer. awan_die from virus  and ar have returned. town also close to Yamuno-  Ubaid &s still in a state of
extreme heat during patrol Acute Encephalitis Syn- | they say the ck and i Temple, one of the four says one of -
drome in, inflicted by tensions important Hindu temples  tives. “His family had a fur-

A Border Security Force officer and a jawan died A total of 78 AES cases | after two men were arrest.  Security forces deployed Anpiolh o R 13, 2023 Sollawing. in Uttaral niture in  Purola
during patrol due to me heat expasure have been reported. Of | ed for of a mince gl P11 Sonu Khan, who a h they had to sell hur-

creek area along the these, 28 have resulted in | a minor Hindu girl, re- ‘ments shop in Purola, 3 1ds n
india-Pakistan intern. front in Gujarat, de. mains. Saini, a Hindu. They re- thatshe wenttothe Purola  says, “1 had to sell my get 20% of the value of the

ial soumces saild on Saturday. The lncident. tn

which Assi:

tHead Constable myz‘ s are st s v
suffered a heat stroke and dehydration, took

place on Friday along the

border, the

sources

. The officer belonged to the 59th bartalion of
a zero line*
F men

the BSF. The
patrol when they collapsed.
were rushed to

1ot be saved, the s

rwo were underta

aheakn facllhyln m,. but could

The Centre said on Sa-
curday it will deploy & mul-
ti-disciplinary team from

ease Control,
cil of Medical Research and
Departmént _ of Animal
I Dail

assise Gujarat with b
gations into the cases.

Life will ne\vr be the
same for them, y add.
Atany of their Friends and
relatives did not follow
their path and have moved
out of the town for good.

Almost a year ago, after
rumours of the abduction
spread,

rsia han and hendra

mained in jail for weeks,
but were acquitted by a
court in Uttarkashi in May
this year. The girl had in-
formed the court that she

“The mirl told t the coure

She
St Tor nelpirom Ubsid
and two
showed her the shop. The
gir] stated the two made no
attempt to abduct her,” Ha-
lim Beg, the lawyer who re-
presented

Calling the a!leg;ed ab-

me and offered to keep me
in his house. Even now,
Hindu S rarely
come to

His brother Sahil Khan

trying to set up another bu-
siness for him in Bijnor in
Uttar Pradesh.” he said.
oo, Mr- Saini 100 has moved
Sijnor, says his advocate
bty Nautiyal.
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Compressed three-in-one social science book for Class 6

6 2|3 5 references from n- = - We have tried quoted in the book refer-  thashastra, as well as the
2 5|9 & NEW DELHL an texts such as the Ma- tokeepthetext  Ting to the Harappan civili-  dynasties of the Guptas,
habharata and the Vishnu 0 a minkmm by sation as the IndusSaras.  Pallavas and Chalukyas,
The new social science Purana. Cis th focusis ‘on the big ideas. ati  or Sindhu-Sarasvati the works of lidasa.
7 1 5 textbook for Class 6 is a  habh. . it says: ~Inter- asing e Civilisation.  The chapter mﬁm:. the only mention of
heavily truncated amalga-  estingly, it lists many re- Thishas enabled usto emphasises Dholavira, a  King in the entire
1 6 3 2 mation of wi ear > as ira combine in a single Harappan site in Gujarat, book is a single word in
= s three separate books for  (more or less today's h- ™ theme inputs from and uses a cover image of Chapter 4's timel
8 i | nistory. geomraphy, and mir), Kurukshetra (parts of . / several disciplines the north gate leading to A chapter in the old
i | civies publishea Na- na  today), Vanga ~ r L DALY Dholavira's castle area; in  book on Villages, fowns
7 6 1 5 L | onal Council of Educa-  (parts of Be: voti- » ~ew: or the old textbook. the cover  a . about the tools,
£ | donal and Train-  ha (roughly today’s As- featured a picture of coins, irrigation, crafts,
6 9 4 i ing (NCERT). . accha  (today* njodaro. and trade of the period has
Classes 3 Kutch), Kerala (more or cepts such as measuring  of history. while Chapter 5 Boh the old and new  been truncated. Referenc-
5 1|9 D | | anasare gerting new wext- ), and longitude and latkude of 15 about the origis of the  textbooks tain refe-  es to the famed iron pillar
2 Class 6 students will * The text features ma-  the globe have been culled rences 1o Hindw texis as  at the = Quoub Minar site at
6 5|7 a4 " | get a single social sclence  ny Sanskrit terms along  from the current version Chapier 6 on The begin- I as to Buddhism and have
o | text. tided Exploring Socie-  wiah tics, the The total pages dedicated  ning of Indian civilisation  Jainism, given that S ropped, along with men:
DIFRICULTY RATING T T YT 2T &y — India and Beyond. used over letters to encour- y have been starts e from  students tions of the Sanchi Stupa,
The Hindu hed carlier  age the correct promuntia.  brought down from 48 t0  the late B.B. Lat, a former _about ancient preMughal  the monolithic temples of
s b g s reported that the National  thos rit words. 34. Archaeological Survey of India. What has Mahabalipuram, and the
3 7 18 512 63 and Teaching The second and third India chief who had led ex-  culled drastically lsthe de-  Ajanta paintings.
2 = Learning Material Commit-  Tru inds il Tepesy ol tha)| Chdilons atthia RebalMs.  Sealied axplonion ot ia “We have tried to keep
9 8|23 4/17 5 tee was conside: e The new textbook is struc: and “Our cultural jid site in the mid1970s  kingdoms tindia, the text to a minimum
3 567 4 ing three books into one. tured around five themes. herllage and knowledge and said there was notrace as in the four chnplers of focusing on the “big ideas’.
147 3’5 2 The heavily truncated The first comprises 34 pag- traditions” consist of 46  of any Hindu temple there; This has enabled us to
871 >i3 46 new social sci es dedicated to geography ~ pages with five chapters of 10 years . however, he combine in a single theme
264 7 o one _entire and has © chapters:  history. These have been there were temple pil- inputs from several disci-
2 o5 5 (Chapter 5: India. that is nd continents, and ~ heavily cut from 10 lar bases at the site. He also plines_..~ NCERT Director
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Centre rejects study that
claims 11.9 lakh excess
deaths during pandemic

In 109 centres, share of high scorersis 3
times over national avg; 60 in Sikar, Kota

The report, published in the academic journal Science Advances, is ‘gross and misleading’; the

study fails to acknowledge India’s robust Civil Registration System, says Union Health Ministry

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Health
T Ministry on Satur-

day dismissed a
study reporting a higher
number of deaths in 2020
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic in India.

In a statement, the Mi-
nistry said the study, pu-
blished in Science Advanc-
es, a peerreviewed
scientific journal published
by the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement
of Science, was based on
untenable and unaccepta-
ble estimates.

“It is strongly asserted
that an excess mortality of
about 11.9 lakh deaths re-
ported in the Science Ad-
vances paper in 2020 over
the previous year is a gross
and misleading overesti-
mate. It is noteworthy that
excess mortality during
the pandemic means an in-
crease in deaths due to all
causes, and cannot be eq-
uated with deaths that
were directly caused by
COVID-19,” the Ministry
said.

The paper said excess
mortality was greater in
women and in the younger
age groups (particularly O-

The Centre cites a rlsmg trend of death reglstratlon and a larger
population base in the following year. pTi

19). The Ministry, however,
said data on about 5.3 lakh
recorded deaths due to the
novel coronavirus, as well
as research data from co-
horts and registries, con-
sistently showed higher
mortality due to the virus
in men than women (2:1)
and in older age groups
(several fold higher in per-
sons above 60 than in the
0-15 age group). The incon-
sistent and unexplainable
results in the published
paper further reduced any
confidence in its claims.
“The study is erroneous
and the methodology fol-
lowed by the authors has
critical flaws; the claims
are inconsistent and unex-
plainable. The all-cause ex-
cess mortality in 2020
compared with the pre-

vious year in India is mark-
edly fewer than the 11.9
lakh deaths reported in the
Science Advances paper,” it
said.

While the authors claim
to follow standard metho-
dology of analysing the Na-
tional Family Health Sur-
vey-5 (NFHS-5), there are
critical flaws in methodolo-
gy, it said. The most impor-
tant flaw is that the authors
have taken a subset of hou-
seholds included in the
NFHS-5 survey between Ja-
nuary and April 2021, com-
pared mortality in these
households in 2020 with
2019, and extrapolated the
results to the entire coun-
try, it said.

“The NFHS sample is re-
presentative of the country
only when it is considered

as a whole. The 23% of
households included in
this analysis from parts of
14 States cannot be consi-
dered representative of the
country,” the Ministry
said.

The paper erroneously
argues for the need for
such analyses claiming that
the vital registration sys-
tem in low and middle in-
come countries including
India is weak, it said. But
the Civil Registration Sys-
tem in India is highly ro-
bust and captures over
99% of deaths. This report-
ing has constantly in-
creased from 75% in 2015
to over 99% in 2020, it
said.

Data from this system
shows death registration
has increased by 4.74 lakh
in 2020 from 2019. There
was a similar increase of
4.86 lakh and 6.9 lakh in
death registration in 2018
and 2019 over the respec-
tive previous years. Nota-
bly, all excess deaths in a
year in the CRS are not at-
tributable to the pandem-
ic. Excess number is also
due to an increasing trend
of death registration in CRS
(it was 92% in 2019) and a
larger population base in
the succeeding year.

4,750

Total centres

SCORECARD

NEET INNUMBERS

23 33 162 CITIESWITHHIGHEST
NO.OF 650+ SCORERS

Ci No. of students

Total students

Ascore of over 600 was enough to
land a seat in a govt college in 2023

Marks Students *% share

Above 700 2,321

Above 650 30,204
Above 600 : 81,550
Above 550 :1,42,114

010
129
350
16.09

Above 500 :2,10,162 :9.01
(* of total students) All figures approx

Sikar

Jaipur

New Delhi

Kota

Patna

Kottayam
Bengaluru Urban
Lucknow
Kozhikode
Malappuram

2,037
1,681
1,326
1,066
744
544
329
4359
456
449




e Study Dismissal: The Union Health Ministry dismissed a study
claiming higher deaths during the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.

* Report's Publication: The study was published in Science Advances, a
peer-reviewed journal by the American Association for the
Advancement of Science.

* Ministry's Statement: The Ministry called the study's estimates
"untenable and unacceptable.”
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* Excess Mortality Claim: The study reported an excess mortality of 11.9 lakh deaths in 2020.

* Flaws Highlighted: The Ministry pointed out critical flaws in the study's methodology, calling the
claims gross and misleading.

* Data Analysis: The Ministry argued that the study did not consider India's robust Civil Registration
System (CRS) and other data sources.
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COVID-19 Deaths: The Ministry reported about 5.3 lakh recorded deaths due to the novel coronavirus.
CRS Data: Consistent data from hospitals and registries showed a lower mortality rate than claimed.

Death Registration Increase: The report highlighted the increase in death registration in CRS from 75%
in 2015 to 99% in 2020.

%?vm -19 Al FAET & ITCAE FRIAERRE & HROT RIHT 5.3 G of Al H Faell
|

CRS 3eT: 31EYdTeil 3R IATEcAT @ wied AR ST & grar Y 915 JAcg X & SA fe@mr|

Hcg IAhor & geftr: ROiC & 2015 & CRSH Hcg dolteor H 75% & 2020 H 99% o
aﬁra‘d@rafrﬁw%mml




e Sample Size and Representation: The Ministry criticized the NFHS-5 survey for its small
and non-representative sample size.

e Extrapolation Issues: The Ministry argued that the extrapolation of results from a small
sample to the entire country was flawed.
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Mizo woman who killed a

tiger with an axe dies at 72

A woman who became a household name in
Mizoram after killing a tiger in self-defence in
1978, died on Friday affter battling cancer for
several months. Zadingi, believed to be the only
woman in India to have struck a tiger down with
an axe, was 72. Reports in July 1978 said the tiger
attacked her when she had gone to a jungle near
Buarpui, her home in central Mizoram’s Lunglei
district, with her companions to collect firewood.
Zadingi, 24 years old and three months pregnant
then, became a local icon of bravery and her feat
was recognised by the President of India in 1980.
Tigers have rarely been sighted in Mizoram since
the 1980s.
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India arche

rowing teams

check in at Games Vill.

Goean Narane. india’s Chef de Misslon for the

arrived here on Thursday night and have aken
stock of the arrangements inside the Games

Village for the
the 2012 Lot

Indian contingent.”
London bronze medal

said Narang,
1hist shooter.

Preparations for t.h;: Ol ics

move up a gear

Preparssions for the Paris Olympics stepped up a
s scoured

gear on Saturday as security team:
banks of the Seine ahead of next

Opening Ceremony and
Olympic Committee (10C)

officials met in the
checked

M
French capital Police with sniffer dogs

the 6km route along the Seine
in which around 6.0007.000
nearly a hundred barges
of 3.00.000

athletes
and river boats in
 spectatoss. Fe. French Police will be

for the ceremony
will sail on
front

from several

including Spam Great Britain and Qatar. Early on

was held

on the river
screened it from the eyes of

for the
but securicy barriers and police

nts and media.

Tyler Adams to miss start of
Premier League season

ArGE Simid copintel

r Adalns wm e the
e he

B urne
manager ola said. “He is out for some
e iraola satd —1t 15 GICult o sy oW 1oRE
but he

won't be fit for the start

of the season™

Indian girls assured of

last-eight spot

india boys defeated Brazil 3-O to top the

—quarterfinals. In
Australia by identical 3-0 margins

themselves of a quarterfinal berth and it plxy
their matc]

Hong Kong in condluding

Wadhwani bt Caio Paive 113, 114, 11
I=3ias Siba 12-10.11.7. 6-11. 533, 118

rach 30

11-6.1113,11.4,11-3; Anahat bt sannal

Group
Brazit

7; Shaurys Baws bt
Agraan vazsralli bt

irupama Dubey bt

h Styth 114,121, 11.3;

Nirupama bt Joanne Joseph 11-5,11-3,11-5}

I want to compete freely and win the
best tournament of my life: Tarundeep

The 40-~+vear-old archer. who is an inte

PRRIiIS 2024

yergs of competing in his
fourth Olympics, he under-
stands the Imporcance of
n.oq focusmg on winning a

-n.rundeep who made
his Olympic debut in 2004
- is an unofficial mentor to
his fellow India and Servic-

es teammates, B. Dhiraj
and Pravin Jadhav, apart
from being an integral part
of the Paris-bound men's

Target in sight: Tarundeep said he will not let the thought of winning a medal deter bis attention. #7

side. In an Individual
sport. the trio works as a
team. “It's not about an in-
dividual, &t's about

team,” Tarundeep told The
Hindte.
Years of wisdom tells

him that focusing on the

We
are working on getting the

ere
many foreign at
know what lhey it and

how they
"It 15 21 about how you

7
0 show your best version
re?=

Tarundeep, whose con-
temporaries have turned
coaches, elaborates on his

istakes 1 made,
because of which I did not
get the medal, whatever it
is - be it stress, tension or
thinking about the medal -

1 am not letting that hap-
pel

his time.
tell myself that 1 don't

of the Paris-bound men's side. is focused on getting the process right in his fourth Olympics

want o take a big

their constant support.

Momentum
2024 has been a good ca-
lendar year for the three
and they want to continue
with the momentum.

has been IM best
year so far. In the begin-
ning, we won the Asia

Marquez succeeds Stimac as
Indian men’s team head coach

FOOTBALL

KOLKATA

The All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF) named M

e n.
the departure of Igor Sti-
mac, contract

terminated afier the Indian

lected from a panel of 20

Hands full: Marguez will continue to casch FC Goa smultaneously

till the end of the season in 2025+

HOTO: EMMANUAL YOGN

Indumathi and Chhangte get
AIFF Player of the Year Awards

s Bur
NEW DELHI

Indumathi Kathiresan and
ianzuala Chhangte

edentials as the All India

held its annual awards af-

Men's Coach), Sukla Dutta
(Best Women's Coach). Da-
vid Lalhlansanga (Promis-
ing Men's Player). Neha

casked its . Ka- .
Iyan Chaubey. to kumar
the salary Marquez. new secretary general of

While deciding on the

hiad inkially applied for the

o
for three years, the AIFF al-

Job. The Spanis!
K oeich weas peetorred tor his  anowh
knowledge of the Indian

ecosystem.
Marquez is regarded as
one of the best coaches in
the 1SL as he helped N)de-
rabad FC win the trophy
2022 while playing a big
role in developing Indian
players, many of whom are
now part of the National

the

forced to econo
7 & financial crunch, the
executive committee

rederartlon

rate closely to ensure there
is minimal impact e
the two jobs rive to

the AIFF.
means that the act-
ing general secretary M. Sa-

assistant secretary.

Relegation put off
The AIFF executive com-
mittee also decided to def-

cess was supposed to start
in the ISL by the 2024-25
season.

Women's
Player),  Ramachandran
Venkatesh (Best Referee)
and Ujjal Halder (Best As-
sistant Referee).

The 30-year old Indu-

mathi, named the Wo-

men's League ttles with

Lalhlansanga and 18-

year old Neha were named

promising players of the

year respectively while Ja-
was re

T
leading Jamshedpur BC 1o
its

clubs —
¥C and Odisha FC — the
midfielder has been key to
the national team’s perfor-
mances as well over the
past few years.

©On a roll
Chhangte became only the

fifth player to win the top
more than once af-
ter being named Player of

ISL winner scored 11 goals
with assists for Mumbai Ci-
ty FC and was the highest
scoring Indian in the ISL.

s scoring against Qa-
tar during the FIFA World
Cup Qualifiers in June.

Inga Super Cup des-

of the Year:

Recegnition: Indumathi receives her sward from Sports Minister Manzukh Mandawiya, right- Kh:
named the Men's Coach of the Year AT

Akhil cashes in on Pariat’s
mistake in Formula 2000 race

w P‘l while Lhe(zn Surine-
ni and Tarun Muthaiah
e plaren mecand ana
this

Wimwas Vijsyarsi, winner of the
Formuta LGB 1300 racs

Pithawalla and Deepak Ra-
vikumar, et -
chanical issues. Neither
was ed.

Provisional resuts (all 8 laps
MRF F2000

rd.
Meanwhile,  starting
. Biren

fry a
(Team Ni Racing) enjoyed
a trouble-free run and was

(Race-1): 1 Akhil Agarwal

e-2): 1. Abhay
Mohan (1352 487); 2. Monith
Komaean (13:59 4141 3. Rasi

Bakhra (1403 763}

Performan
2. Tea Seinnens (Team
rance Recioe) (15:39.514);
‘vug Halya (Team N1 Racrg)
\15 50.132).
uper Stock (Race-1)= 1 ustin
)

ns (Toyota Etios)
{Race-1): 1. Kesars God:

incka} {16:35.522); 3. Kalim labal
{Red Line Racing indis)
116:54.554)
Pk o Ui Sy 3 Ay
Patnmk (15:30.330); 2
Yauhuﬂnm,mk(ls;u e
Somir Arya 115:33.509)
Formeta LGB 1300 (Race-1): 1
‘zwas Wiayars) DTS Racing)

15:

Prazath (DTS Racng] 15:10877).

Reandon, THE G ARCHITES
Snooker
legend
Reardon
passes away

ce France Presse
LONDON

Former world champlon

in the 1970s, passed away
on Friday aged 91
Welshman Reardon had
previously been d
Ly et i st
six world titles between
1970 and 1978, earning an
MBE in 1985. He retired in
1991 at the age of 55.

Chugging om: It will be Nadal's first final snce the 2022 French

Open. AFp

Nadal reaches
Bastad Open final

BASTAD

Rafael Nadal reached his
first final since the 2022

after his four-hour
quanemsnal vicory, the
22-time Grand Slam cham-

plon was again tested to
the limit jdukovic, the

world No. 130 who h:

day as he goes in search of
the 93rd singles title of his
caree:

.

Sahaja loses thriller
in singles; makes
the doubles final

TENNIS

Sahaje Yamalapalll missed
three oints and lost
ST es T -5(0) 1o Iryna Shy-

in Portugal in partnership

with Arianne Hartono.

The results: $742,350 ATP,

Mewport: Doubles: Semifinals:

Rob«lcnhl- James Tracy (USA)
h Chandrasekar & Arson

bt wipen

Sems at
Mavasifisomboon [Tha) b Vishau
rohan = 2. & 4 Doubles: Fimat:

it of the. S60D00. 1T

omen's cenals | v,
at SA).

Sahaja led 53 in the

third ses. and tater had

three match points at 6-3 in

the e breaker, but her op-
nt wor

points to g
in a contest that last-

ed three hours and t

minutes. Sahaja, however,

made the doubles

with Kuwata of

.lnp-n

& Manmuz
Jones () b o Katymrour &
Yehouze: 75 oel

Dovates: Somifmate Aanne
Hartono (Ned] & Prarthana

Trombare bt Evisting Laskevich &
Ekatering Yashina 6761, &

f0-5].

590,000 1TF

Evansvitie: Quarterfinals: inma
Shymanowich bt Sahaja
Bmalealis-7.6-2.7-616),
Doubles: Semifimals: H.

made the doubles mle
Tash of the $60,

& Sahajs bt Sophie
Chang & Catherine Harrison
WsA B4 3.




Marquez succeeds Stimac as
Indian men’s team head coach

FOOTBALL

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

The All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF) named Ma-
nolo Marquez, the FC Goa
gaffer, as the senior men’s
National side’s head coach
for the next three years.

The decision was made
in the federation’s execu-
tive committee meeting to
find the next coach after
the departure of Igor Sti-
mac, whose contract was
terminated after the Indian
team failed to make it to
the third round of the 2026
FIFA World Cup Qualifiers.

Marquez’s name was se-
lected from a panel of 20
shortlisted candidates who
had initially applied for the
job. The seasoned Spanish
coach was preferred for his
knowledge of the Indian
ecosystem.

Marquez is regarded as
one of the best coaches in
the ISL as he helped Hyde-
rabad FC win the trophy in
2022 while playing a big
role in developing Indian
players, many of whom are
now part of the National
squad.

With the federation
forced to economise owing
to a financial crunch, the
executive committee

Hands full: Marquez will continue to coach FC Goa simultaneously
till the end of the season in 2025. FILE PHOTO: EMMANUAL YOGINI

tasked its president, Ka-
lyan Chaubey, to negotiate
the salary with Marquez.

While deciding on the
appointment of Marquez
for three years, the AIFF al-
so accepted the option of
allowing the Spaniard to
coach FC Goa simultane-
ously till the end of the sea-
son in 2025.

“The AIFF, FC Goa, and
Mr. Marquez will collabo-
rate closely to ensure there
is minimal impact between
the two jobs and strive to
achieve the best possible
results for all involved,” the
AIFF president said in a
statement.

The AIFF executive
committee also decided to
appoint the Kerala Football

Association secretary Anil-
kumar Prabhakaran as the
new secretary general of
the AIFF.

This means that the act-
ing general secretary M. Sa-
tyanarayan will be continu-
ing in his previous role as
the assistant secretary.

Relegation put off
The AIFF executive com-
mittee also decided to def-
er the relegation process in
the Indian Super League
by another season.
According to the road-
map presented by AIFF to
the Asian Football Confed-
eration, the relegation pro-
cess was supposed to start
in the ISL by the 2024-25
season.




Indumathi and Chhangte get
AIFF Player of the Year Awards

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

Indumathi Kathiresan and
Lallianzuala Chhangte
took home top honours
while Khalid Jamil was re-
cognised for his coaching
credentials as the All India
Football Federation (AIFF)
held its annual awards af-
ter a gap of seven years on
Friday night.

Apart from Chhangte
and Indumathi, the other
individual award winners
were Khalid Jamil (Best
Men’s Coach), Sukla Dutta
(Best Women’s Coach), Da-
vid Lalhlansanga (Promis-
ing Men’s Player), Neha
(Promising Women’s
Player), Ramachandran
Venkatesh (Best Referee)
and Ujjal Halder (Best As-
sistant Referee).

The 30-year old Indu-

mathi, named the Wo-
men’s Player of the Year, is
the first from Tamil Nadu
to win the award. With
back-to-back Indian Wo-
men’s League titles with
different clubs — Gokulam
FC and Odisha FC - the
midfielder has been key to
the national team’s perfor-
mances as well over the
past few years.

On aroll

Chhangte became only the
fifth player to win the top
award more than once af-
ter being named Player of
the Year for the second
straight time. The 2023-24
ISL winner scored 11 goals
with assists for Mumbai Ci-
ty FC and was the highest
scoring Indian in the ISL,
besides scoring against Qa-
tar during the FIFA World
Cup Qualifiers in June.

Lalhlansanga and 18-
year old Neha were named
promising players of the
year respectively while Ja-
mil was recognised for
leading Jamshedpur FC to
its first-ever semifinal at
the Kalinga Super Cup des-
pite taking charge of the
club only mid-season. The
event was attended by
Sports Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya and all AIFF of-
ficials among others.

List of awardees: Player of the
Year: Men: Lallianzuala
Chhangte; Women: Indumathi
Kathiresan.

Promising Player of the Year:
Men: David Lalhlansanga;
Women: Neha.

Coach of the Year: Men: Khalid
Jamil; Women: Sukla Dutta.
Referee of the Year:
Ramachandran Venkatesh;
Assistant Referee of the Year:
Ujjal Halder.

Recognition: Indumathi receives her award from Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya, right: Khalid was
named the Men’s Coach of the Year. AIFF
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4 yrs after life
sentence for
murder, former
BJP MLA set for
early release

the 1996 murder of SP MLA
Jawahar Yadav (right).

MANISH
LUCKNOW, JULY

OVERFOUR years aftes a court in
Uttar Pradesh sentenced formes
BJP MLA Uday Bhan Karwariya
o B imiprisonment foe the 1996
murder of a arty

Security forces in Dhaka on Saturday. amid
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Delhi cautious as Dhaka in siege, over
100 killed in anti-reservation protests

Around 1,000 Indians return, ruhng Awami l.eague blames Opp

SHUBHANTROY
NEW D U

WTTH MORE than 100 killed a5
proteses against job quotas con-
vulse Bangladesh and hold
Dhaka in stege. New Dethi has
been cautious HoOt to comment
cnwhatitcalls an“intermal- mat-

(SP)MLA, the state government
has ordered his premature re-

i e the
Sheikh Hasina government, the
P

aboe-

ndtians
ders "and another 200-0dd
through fights, the Ministry of
External AHairs said Sanarday
The first batch of 245 Indsans re-
turmed Friday.

nairse:
The procests in Bangladesh
against the quoca for freedom
fighters™ families in government
has escalated over the last
week. since Hasina's statement

o .Ip.xv\nngh:slnﬂr(v pesi-
tion, officiais
ectsion was

committee - s well as uday
b uc

the July 19 oedec stated It also

said that Uday Bhan had spent

eight years. nine monehs, and

eteven days in jail as of July 30.

2023 and that he could be re-

ung.xg‘nkﬂ him.

facilitated the return of 578

MUMBAI HOARDING COLLAPSE CHARGESHEET

anuly
ofthe freedom fighters don't gt

childrenof Razakars get the ben-

117" — sparied outrage among

Souing proestors in the country.
f
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= 1971and

= ® jobcrisis
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30 per cent quota reserved for

Opposition into a coener

<h freedom S°Tnew in the winner-
sovern- Cakes-alt politics of the
exs sy these e Awani League. thars
for the tast

Faced pressure from Commissioner to
clear hoarding, say two GRP officials

AMED THAVER
MUMBAL JULY 20

TUWD COVERNMENT Raitway

a
yeas after the state government
tife

ngits
Fresioritior s alleged

i Bing sernect b mnnu

Quaiser Knhalid. put pressure ca

miniszer A T
his wife Madhumani Tr oathitn
2 murder

on the Ghatkopar hoarding.
ws ol o May 13 kiling.
17 people.

™

On November 4. 2019, a
er Uday

his brothers Suraj

Bhan (55
cor AGE T
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THAT TAIWAN and india oughe

domalo. Ok the grotead, Bow-
vex, the partnership faces chal-
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ane can overbear

ficials — ACPGRP Shahags Nikam
and law officer Hrushikesh

Chip dreams: As Taipei takes a short step
forward, Delhi assures a smooth long road

The collapse on May 13
killed 17 people. fiic

Shirsa — form part of the.
page chargesheet filed by the
Musmbai Police.

Nikam, who signed the ap-

coam foe giving an adverse open-
ion. While signing the file,
Nikam, in writren remarks, indi-

e repans e e

. Alleyes.
onthe court inealy
August for an exit route
Soc the government.

WRITES TO CONSULATE
GENERAL IN MUMBAI

Trial slow and
accused out on
bail: Father of
Dutch woman
assaulted in Goa
PAVNEETSMHCMADMA
PANAY JULY 2

THE FAMILY of a 30-year-old
Dutch woman, who was al-

by the szate Mll.ue.lmlhuumg
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

fenges even as there's a shared

-

legediy sexually assaulted and
stabbed by a

and to enguire aboul
with the Indian sovemment, The
Inctian Express has learnt

The woman's tarher wrote an
emsimBaDejong the Connd

eval of the Kingdom of the
Nelhell.\n«ds abai,
that the trial xg

sense.

g-wen o

Taiwasn’s chip fabrication gaats

o consider investing in India,

there'sonly coe company that
s seppedp — Hsinchu based

on baik. was " procceding veoy

oty He said his daugtic

S0l expersencing -day-by-day

The efects of the assaatt and
“the fact that he (the accused)

l‘ower( hip

of dhandho (business) and dia-
monds have been obsessing over
goid. Ard they will gee their first
Shot €It Later this ssonth in Pars.

negligible infrastructure, will
now boast of two Olympéan
ble tennis players —

24 Harmees will compete inthe
gles event anchwill also be part
the team event at the compets-
tion with
Though both are froem Surac,
their road to Paris could 't have
been

ook up table

Carp or PSMC,
e of Tatwarss salter chip-
makers that fab legacy

»
not help the recovery peocess™.

“She was atmost murdered
0
2

tennis at the age of six, Stwrat dd-
0% have any sporting clubs and
the only TT rable was at St
Xavier's School. near his house.
Luckily for him. his (ather
Rajt rich he
had played at the university
kevel Harmeet was introduced
ais father. “These was a
Beickst chub where 1 srew up.

From the city of diamonds in Gujarat, two table
tennis players set sights on Paris Olympics gold

three-storey blue bungalow that
is pow a prismasy school run by
his mother Archana. It also dou-

broking firm. thoughe it was an

. my
father managed to get one TT

foe the SpOrL Since Space wasn't
an issue 3t his house, he assemn-
bled the table an the ground floar,
opposite 3 12-fook waterfall
Hiamest<love Aftde it
the.

y home. a massive

very
CONTINUED ONPAGE 11

epaper.indianexpress:com . .

¥ EXPRESS MAGATINE

From Seat
to Stage

How the equation between
stars and fans has changed
2 the South

SCTOHEARMATTER ON MONDAY

City-wise NEET results
show 3.5% students
got over 600 out of 720

In 109 centres, share of high scorersis3
times over national avg; 60 in Sikar, Kota

NEET IN NUMBERS

4,750 23,33,162
SCORECARD Sboas
bt - e

Poor scrutiny
of invigilators,
unsafe internet
link: Panel flags
gaps in exams
MAHENDER SINGH

MANRAL
NEW DELHIJULY 20

OUTSOURCING EXAMS to pr
ot tabe wihicts doery e -1 “ml

Sl hotepocs T sreoatand

exam centres n.-uled in se-
1 the.

RITIKACHOPRA & s epoets of question paper Toak  the comoems ralsed by & conr-
HARIKISF alime  mittee set up 1o meunw shoet-
NEW DELHLJULY 20 P {ex3.49 per
cent) a, the NEET-UG row:
COMPLYING WITH THE 720 marks in the T
prese Courts d s the CcONT 2 officials ensic

National Testing Agency (NTA)
Saturday released individual
Scoves of roughly 235 Laich candi-
dates who appeared for the
NEET-UG 2024 examination. The

CBI NABS NIT GRAD,
2 MBBS STUDENTS
PAGE ©

SOCIAL SCIENCE TEXTBOOK FORCLASS 6
Harappan society is ‘Sindhu-Sarasvati
civilisation’ in NCERT’s new textbook

antsriimppansickey. [

NEW DELHIJULY 20

FROM REFERRING to the
. 2s the

i Of 193 O AL the
‘Ujjayini meridian’ — the new
INCERT Class 6 Social Science text-

Sclences University. National
festing Agency (NTA) and “spe-
yber refated depart-

ments”, is separate from the
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

the National Curriculum
Framewoek for School Educatson
2023. 3t is intended for use in
Schools stasting from the curent
academicsession. Unlike earties.

“Sindhu- s.mm.m and ‘Indu
Sarasvaty

nchuding noting s desiccation as
aneof -

rates many new elerreni
*Exploring Sockety: India and

i the first Sodal Soence.
textbook released by the NDA
in with

rext-
books for History, Political
Science an
textbook
Socal Science.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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UPSC chairperson
Manoj Soni quits post,
cites personal reasons

LEENAMISRA
NEW DELHI, JULY 20

UNION  PUBLIC  Service
Commission (UPSC) Chairperson
DrManoj Soni has resigned from
the top post five years before his
tenure that would end in 2029,
citing “personal reasons”.

Soni , 59, an alumnus of
Maharaja Sayajirao University of
Baroda, Vadodara confirmed to
The Indian Express Saturday that
he had resigned from the UPSCas
chairperson. The resignation
comes at a time when the com-
mission has booked a criminal
case against probationary IAS of-
ficer Puja Khedkar for faking her
identity to avail attempts in the
civil services examination.

PTI quoted sources as saying
that Soni’s resignation is “not in
any way connected to controver-
sies and allegations surrounding
the UPSC after probationary IAS
officer Puja Khedkarissue”.

Considered close to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Soni

UPSC

¥ Chairperson
L& Manoj Soni

took over as a member of the
Commission on June 28, 2017
and took oath as chairperson on
May 16, 2023.

He has served as vice-chancel-
lor of the DrBabasaheb Ambedkar
Open University, Gujarat for two
terms from August 1,2009 to July
31,2015,and one termas VCof his
alma mater The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda
from April 2005 to April 2008.

Astudent of Political Science,
Soni taught International
Relations at Sardar Patel
University Vallabh Vidyanagar
between 1991 and 2016. Hisdoc-
toral research is on the “Post-Cold
War International Systemic
Transitionand Indo-US. Relations”
under his guide Prof Harbans Patel
of SPU, completed in 1995.




About the Public Service Commissions in India

According to the Article-315 of the Constitution, there shall be a Public Service Commission
for the Union and for each State.

Joint State Public Service Commission: Parliament may by law provide for the appointment
of a Joint State Public Service Commission to serve the needs of those States.
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« Two or more States may agree that there shall be one Public Service Commission for that
group of States, and if a resolution to that effect is passed by the House or, where there are
two Houses, by each House of the Legislature of each of those States.

 The Public Service Commission for the Union, if requested to do so by the Governor of a
State, may, with the approval of the President, agree to serve all or any of the needs of the
State.
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« Appointment and Term of Office (Article-316)

 The Chairman and other members of a Public Service Commission shall be
appointed, in the case of the Union Commission or a Joint Commission, by
the President, and in the case of a State Commission, by the Governor of the
State.

- [AIFT vd FRF (3]TSe-316)
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A member shall hold office for a term of six years from the date on which he
enters upon his office or until he attains, in the case of the Union
Commission, the age of sixty-five years, and in the case of a State Commission or
a Joint Commission, the age of sixty-two years, whichever is earlier.

A person who holds office as a member of a Public Service Commission shall, on
the expiration of his term of office, be ineligible for reappointment to that office
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Biden drops out of race, endorses Kamala Harris

The Slyear-old President

WASHINGTON

S. President Joe Bi-

day. ending his bid for re-
eloction following a disas-
trous debate with Donald
Trump that raised doubts
his fitness for office

sident Karnala Harrs as the
nominee for

the 2024 election.
The decision comes af-

cratic allies to step aside
foll he June 27 de-
bate, in which the 81-year-
old President tralled off, of-

out the remainder of his

is in the best lnlelzs( of my
ry for

tand down and 1o

focus solely on fulfilling my

my term.”
Mr. Biden wrote in a letter
posted on X_

Mr. Biden's decision
came as he has been isolat-
fnig a1 hie Dalirase besch

He said he

later this week to provide
“details” about his
deciston.

‘White House con-
firmed the authenticity of

the letter.
The announcement is

both political parties see as

Passing the baton: U.S. President Joe Siden and Vice-President Kamala Harris at the White House. Arp

atrempted assassination of
Mr. Trump ac a Pennsylva-
ral

Closest parallel

the most
election in generations,
coming just days after the

A party’s re-
sidential nominee has nev
er stepped out of the race

essure from Democratic allies.

so close to the election.
The closest parallel would
be President Lyndon

son who, besieged by the
Vietnam War, announced
In March 1968 that he
would not seek another
term.

was made in the best interest of the
he will complete the remainder of the term: lawmakers had expressed to him their doubts whether he could convince voters of his ability to handle the job for another term

The decision marks a
swift and stunning end 1o
Mr. Biden's 52 years in elec-
toral politics, as donors,
lawmakers and even aides
expressed to him
e Whether he could
convince voters of his abili-
© to handle dhe job for

four years.
- Blden won the vast
majority of delegates and
every nominating conrtest
but one, which would have
made his nomination a for-
mality. In 2020, Mr. Biden
pitched himself as a transi-
nal figure who wanted
new gen-

But
job he

Biden re-

one who car
but 1 will defeat him.~

rty and counts

- adds that

M. Biden is already the
country’s oldest President
and had insisted repeated-
Iy that he was up for the

telling voters all they had
to was “watch me”. And
watch him they did.

Debate performance
ms poor deM perfor-
ed 3 cas-
cade of ‘amxety from De-
mocrats and donors who
said publicly what some
privately for
e D they did not
think he was up to the job
for four more years.
Concerns
Biden's
him sd

Presi-
age  have
ince he an-
nounced he was running
for reelection.
A majority also

his mental capability to be
President.

BULLET FOR DEMOCRACY
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Houthis

‘huge’ nse
to Israeli strike
HopEIDA
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Herders homecoming

Bangladesh government jobs quota scaled
back by Supreme Court after deadly unrest

Associated Pres:

DHAKA

he ansiadesh Supr\em
Court S scaled
ook a cantroversal quota
system for government job
applicanss.

ve com: a
partial victory for student
protesters after days of na-
tionwide unrest and dead-
Iy clashes that left at least
155 people dead.

“We

P
Police on the streets dunng 3 curfew in Ohaka. AP

jobs for relatives

The Supreme  Courts
Division dismis-

Against  Discrimination,
the main group responsi-
ble for organising the prot-
ests, said on condition of
anonymity.

“But we will not call off
our protests until the go-
vernment issues an order
"

sed a lower cours ordﬂ
that h:

J
of veterans who fought in
Bangladesh's War of Inde-
pendence in 1971. The go-
Skt

otas, directing that S3% of

manding an end to a quota
that reserved 30% of go-

ed it in 2018 following mass
student protests, but in
June, Bangladesh's High
Court reinstated the quo-
a new round

The ruling curtailed the
number of reserved jobs,
from 56% of all pasitions to
7%, and brought down the
veterans® quota from 30%
to 5%. remaining 2%
will e et aside for merm:
bers of ethnic minorities,
transgender _commaunity,
and people with disability.
“Historic decison”

The Supreme Court was
due to decide next month
on the legality of the rein-
troduced  scheme

Shah Monjurul Haque, a
lawyer representing some

student groups, called the
court’s decision historic.
He said it was a start to re-
forming the problematic

retum to their homes,” Mr.
Haque sal

T Minister Anisul Haq
of the ruling  Awami
League party
comed the court’s decision
e
thou;

e iers patrolled cites
across the country ahe:
of the Supreme Court hear-

, even as Home Minister

Assduzzama;
The stay-ae-home crder wil
be relaxed from 3 p.m. 1o 5
p-m. on Sunday.

‘BENGAL WILL GIVE SHELTER®

»PAGES
p o |

Govt. facing stormy
session over fiat on
Kanwar Yatra, terror

NEW DELHE

The first all-parcy meenng
the 18th Lok Sabha he

on Sunday on the eve or
Budget S

the start of the
sion of Parliament

meplates at eateries on the

Kanwar Yatra route, the

ng number of terror
cases in . Internal
strife in Mani and ir-

regularities m NEET and
other com xams.
The NDA allies — the
TOP. JD() and UP (Ram
— de: d finan-

and Bihar.

In a break from the past,
the BJP extended Invita-
tions to smaller parties, in-
<cluding many with just one
member.

Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
44 parties were represent-

Forum for debate:

Deferce Minister Rajnath Singh and Congress
teader sairam Ramesh during the mectny

lective responsibility~ to
run

T Trinamool skipped
eeting but had in-
preich i Ry that ah its

The Nipah virus claimed
the e o a Li-yearoid boy
district

were
10 being in West Bengal for
the party’s Martyrs” Day
event on Sunday.

A.Inong the NDA allies,

tion parties strongly ralsed
the issue of the Utta:
desh governmen:!

route to display the names
of owners. There was a un-
animous demand from the
Opposition to revoke the
order. None of the NDA al-

government to revisit the
orders.

RELATED REPORTS.
»PAGES

£ o Sunday. RY MOORTHY

of Kerala 64 Sunday. Th

Kerala Health Minister
Veena George said the
tcenager died at the Go-
vernment Medical College
Hospital, Kozhikode, while
undex intensive medical
care. She artributed the
cause of death o a massive
cardiac arrest.

A previous Nipah out-
break in Malappuram and
Kozhikode claimed 17 lives
in 2018.

The Pune-based Nation-
al Institute of Virology con-
firmed tha tee: T

lege Hospital at Manjeri in
Malappuram, Ms. George

She said that those in
the high-risk contact cate-

gory not any
symptoms of infection. At
least

n
ter counselled the public
against panicking, and said
the situation was under
control.

The government has
ste; containment
measures in Malappuram,

with Districe Collector V.R.
Vinod declaring masks and
social distancing mandato-




Biden drops out of race, endorses Kamala Harris

The 8l-year-old President says the decision, which comes amid escalating pressure from Democratic allies, was made in the best interest of the party and country; adds that

he will complete the remainder of the term; lawmakers had expressed to him their doubts whether he could convince voters of his ability to handle the job for another term

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

.S. President Joe Bi-
U den dropped out of

the 2024 race for
the White House on Sun-
day, ending his bid for re-
election following a disas-
trous debate with Donald
Trump that raised doubts
about his fitness for office
under four months before
the election. Mr. Biden said
he was endorsing Vice-Pre-
sident Kamala Harris as the
Democratic nominee for
the 2024 election.

The decision comes af-
ter escalating pressure
from Mr. Biden’s Demo-
cratic allies to step aside
following the June 27 de-
bate, in which the 81-year-
old President trailed off, of-
ten gave nonsensical answ-
ers and failed to call out
the former President’s ma-
ny falsehoods.

Mr. Biden plans to serve
out the remainder of his

term in office, which ends
on January 20, 2025.

“It has been the greatest
honor of my life to serve as
your President. And while
it has been my intention to
seek reelection, I believe it
is in the best interest of my
party and the country for
me to stand down and to
focus solely on fulfilling my
duties as President for the
remainder of my term,”
Mr. Biden wrote in a letter
posted on X.

Mr. Biden’s decision
came as he has been isolat-
ing at his Delaware beach
house after being diag-
nosed with COVID-19 last
week, huddling with a
shrinking circle of close
confidants and family
members about his politi-
cal future. He said he
would address the nation
later this week to provide
“details” about his
decision.

The White House con-
firmed the authenticity of

Passing the baton: U.S. President Joe Biden and Vice-President Kamala Harris at the White House. AFP

the letter.

The announcement is
the latest jolt to a campaign
for the White House that
both political parties see as
the most consequential
election in generations,
coming just days after the

attempted assassination of
Mr. Trump at a Pennsylva-
nia rally.

Closest parallel

A party’s presumptive pre-
sidential nominee has nev-
er stepped out of the race

so close to the election.
The closest parallel would
be President Lyndon John-
son who, besieged by the
Vietnam War, announced
in March 1968 that he
would not seek another
term.

The decision marks a
swift and stunning end to
Mr. Biden’s 52 years in elec-
toral politics, as donors,
lawmakers and even aides
expressed to him their
doubts whether he could
convince voters of his abili-
ty to handle the job for
another four years.

Mr. Biden won the vast
majority of delegates and
every nominating contest
but one, which would have
made his nomination a for-
mality. In 2020, Mr. Biden
pitched himself as a transi-
tional figure who wanted
to be a bridge to a new gen-
eration of leaders. But
once he secured the job he
spent decades struggling to
attain, he was reluctant to
part with it. Mr. Biden was
once asked whether any
other Democrats could
beat Trump. “Probably 50
of them,” Mr. Biden re-
plied. “No, 'm not the only
one who can defeat him,
but I will defeat him.”

Mr. Biden is already the
country’s oldest President
and had insisted repeated-
ly that he was up for the
challenge of another cam-
paign and another term,
telling voters all they had
to was “watch me”. And
watch him they did.

Debate performance
His poor debate perfor-
mance prompted a cas-
cade of anxiety from De-
mocrats and donors who
said publicly what some
had said privately for
months, that they did not
think he was up to the job
for four more years.

Concerns over Presi-
dent Biden’s age have
dogged him since he an-
nounced he was running
for reelection.

A majority also doubt
his mental capability to be
President.

BULLET FOR DEMOCRACY
» PAGE 14



* Announcement: President Joe Biden announces he will not run for re-election in 2024.

* Reason: Pressure from Democratic allies and doubts about his ability to handle another

term.

* Endorsement: Biden endorses Vice-President Kamala Harris as the Democratic nominee.
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* Health and Debate Performance: Concerns
about Biden's health and his poor
performance in a debate with Donald
Trump.

* Political Impact: The decision impacts the
Democratic Party and its election strategy.
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* Historical Parallel:

* Comparison: The decision is compared to
President Lyndon Johnson's 1968
announcement not to seek another term.
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 Future Plans:

* Remaining Term: Biden plans to serve the remainder of his current
term, which ends on January 20, 2025.

* Focus: He intends to focus on fquiIIing his duties as President.
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3 killed. 8 injured in landsli

on Kedarnath trekking route

ees died

t others were

Three devotee: and eight
lnjumd in a landslide on the Kedarnath Dham
route in Uttarakhand's Rudraprayag

s mas
reathed the spot and started & scarch and rescue

operation, he said.

Kanwarivas attack parking lot
staff with swords: 4 arrested

Four Kanwariyas from Haryana have been
of Uttar:

arrested in New Tehri

-akhand for

2 parking loc with

swords follow
police said on Sunday. The

t
kA Reti police station in-charge Ris
He said after visiting the temple, whe:

ed

Kanwariyas reach

ing an argument over parking fee,
employee suffered

n
parking lot, Balam Singh

Mr. Bisht with swords, the officer said. &

Jharkhand CM offers I2-crore

aid to flood-affected Assam

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said
on Sunday that Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant
Soren has offered 2 crore as aid to the
fcod-affected people of this Gorthenseernl State.

- Sarma thanked Mir. Soren and the people of
Tharkhand for the gesture, “Hon be

BJP will better past poll results,

MVA Aurangzeb fan club’:

v workers in Pune. Union Minister terms Sharad Pawar

Shah

ampaign
l'ur Maharashtra Assembly election: NCP (SP) says BJP has ‘legitimised’ graft by incorporating tainted leaders into its fold

MUMBAIL
n his first campatgn vi-
sit to Maharashera

ahead of the Assel
poll. Union Minister Amic
Shah attacked all three
constiuents of the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) while
addressing party workers
in Pune 3
He the alliance

the “Aurangzeb fan club™
and said Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief Ud ray

its
ed Congress | lehder Ra.
hul Gandhi arrogant and
alleged that NCP (SP) chief
Sharad Pawar was the

blasts : >
mon.” he said, adding that
Mr. Thackeray had joined
hands with those who had
given the messenger of

-~

Battie-ready: Union Home Mil
8P leaders in Pune on Sunday. AN

peace award to controver-
Sial preacher zalir Naik
and served biryani to 26/11
Aumbai terros attack con-
vict _Ajmal “He
should be ashamed of sit-
ting with these people~
Congress leader and Ra-

peace”. During the ter-
ror artack trial, Spectal Pu-
blic Prosecutor Ujjwal Ni-
kam had said Kasab was

ster Arrit Shah being febcitated by

served biryani. Jafl authori-
wes, and later Mr. Nikam
himself, denied the claim.
Shah also reminded
he £ that the MVA
failed to rename Auranga-
bad as Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar when it had been
in pov.wer in lhe Stare_
r. P

Mr.

awar,
L  Jeacer Said he tmgrtn:

ised corrupsion and
yet lis] calling us F
2 am asidng Sharad Pawar,
what have you given to

Maharashtra apart from

— for me-
henghai Unfiation, beras
(unemployments,

sari
Bhnasheachar (orruption)

satkar dur-

government has been
elected in the State, Ma-
rathas got reservacion.
When Sharad Pawar’s par-
tv came o power, Marath-
as lost the quota. It was
during his regime, the case
was lost in court,” he sakd.

“NCP (SP) cleanest”
to Mr. Shah's

h at a women's
Eethering In Karad.

tion Issue, he sald only the
BIP can uplift the underpri-

vileged. “Whenever a BIP

char, NCP (SP) leader
Jayant Padl said pe

&n. ch leaders are
most corrupt. “The cor

rupe ones have joined forc-
es with the BJP, making our
party the cleanest.™

Party spokesperson
Clyde Crasto said It is the

e —
Congress leader Deepender
+ooda in Rewari on Sunday.

‘BJP using
probe agencies
to silence
Cong. leaders’

GURDGRANM

Holding padyatra in parts

s, party’s Roh-
tak Lok Sabha MP Deepen-
der Hooda accused the
Bharatiya Janata

BJP that has
orat-

ey
accuse join BJP, they are all
given a clean chir This fs
the BIPs washing machine
process.” he said

Valmiki ‘scam™

‘Siddaramaiah

finding it difficult to defend
his govt. against graft charges’

SHIVAMOGGA
~Chief Minister Siddara-
matah been engaged in
all sorts of exercises to de-

fend himself following alle-
gations  of  corruption

sides that, he gave Inter-
views to the media as an
exercise before facing the
session. All these efforts
show that be is finding it
difficult to defend his go-
vernment.” he said.

to transfer money from all
corporations to the treasu-
ry. | had made this sugses-
tion in 2017 itself.” he said.

against his

© issue
Referring to the alleged

said Union AMinister for
Heavy

3 haz o
ffered €2 crore to the Chief Minister s Relief

Fund of Assam to aid fAlood- ed - M.
posted on X. “On behalf of the peopie of
Assam, | deeply appreciate the generosity of the
people of Jharkhand and the
Hon'ble Chief Minister,” he _ Az least 113
pecple have been ldlled i the flood, landulides,
and storms in the State so far. More

an 135 1akhs people in 10 districts continued o

remain affected. on

Cablinet to address the me-
dia before he could give his
reply in the session. Be-

valmiki Scheduled Tribes

©M for five years uxer. he
worked as the Leader of
the Opposition. ~Now, he
raised some of the issues
related to 2010-il. What

! all these
years? 7~ he q

Now, ro-
it s i dertsion

SR ou s S0G K ie coe
uptiol

Two women partially
buried during dispute | :
on road construction

BHOPAL

Two women were partially
buried under gravel while
they

against
dieputed plot of land in
Madhya Pradeshs Rewa
district on Sunday, the pol-
sce said.

ing to the police,
the incident ok place i
Hinot Jorot village when
Mamta Pandey and Asha
Pandey, whose family was

the construction of a road.

ing some construction ma-
terial, which fell on the wo-
men_
They were buried
the gta\-el and imjured, he
ding that

men were discharged from

Py of un-
leashing Central investigat-
Ing agencies after the Con-
gress leaders to silence

v th the
streets in Rewarl’s Bawal,
M a, accompanied

agencies such as Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) an

Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBD had Launched

sh not under the
eption  th:
Congress will stop asking

a hospital after treatment. | ryana -
“We have filed a case under | render Panwar In an “ille-
Section 110 of the Bharatlya ing-linked
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and ar- | “money-laundering’ case
rested one person in 3
.~ Mr. Lal said, adding Raising the issues of
that the dumper has also ated drinking wa-
been seized. ter, poor dratnage and
A purported video of the oads, Mr. Hooda
incident has al: . | sasd the c.

er the unloading of the con-
material was in-

of Police (Rewa) Vivek Lal
said a dumper was unload-

tentional. A probe was on
0 ascertain this, he added.

the Industrial Model Town-

should let people know if

—1
—

Capt. Suprestha CT.

Mysuru's Capt.
Supreetha 1st
woman officer
at Siachen

NEW DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

Chief
Kejriwal * Jail

BJP, L-G conspiring
to kill CM Arvind
Kejriwal, says AAP

W informaiton

CM's health, says

AAP: BIP calls it a
to bail

lodged in Tihar Jail pend-
ing a deciston on his bail
plea in the CBI case. Ear-

e also claimed that the  lier, the S e e
BJP and the L-G are “wrying  had granted him bail in a
ravsURU tokeep the CM in jail- des- money laundering case
pite his sugar levels  lodged by the Enforcement
Captain S cr.,

from Mysuru, has become
the firx woman officer
from the of Army
Defence, to be ¢ ope{annnal»
Iy deployed

formation (ADG PD -

dian Army.

capt. supree(ha Joined

the

I.nu!sunl ln 2020 and had

been posted in the Army
unde:

Alr Defence after rgo-
ing training at Chennal.

le-
eis 35 thines between June
3and July 7.

The L-G was yet to res-
pond to the accusation.

Delhi 8] chief Virendra
Sachdeva accused the
Chief Minister of ~deliber-
ately eating less home-
made food~ to lose weight

lodged
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) with re-
gard to the now-scrapped
Delhi excise

The allegation by AAP
came two days il
e wrote to Delhi

(_hlef Ku-
mar, saying Mr. Kejriwal, a
abetic, might be resort-
ing to ~willful low-calorie
intake” by "dellberaaely"

the

avoi
scribed by doc
The Chief Mimister was

Mr. Singh told reporters
that the documents provid-
ed by the jail anthorifies to
the Chief Mmnister's lawyer

incident could happen to

him_inside the jail any
“The way the L-G and

the BJP are making false

statements

health and issuing (sbe re

ports, the suspl

fhat they are playing with

Kejriwal's lide 'in coliusion

Centre,” he sasd.

b his party
is considering lodging an
atempr.to-murder

case

about someone’s medical
repors, then it can be
called an attempt to mur-
der.” he said.

In another cyberscam,
77-year-old woman cheated
of ¥1.2 crore in Bengaluru

BENGALURY

Pialii s ALk f it

tecom the Mumbal
Crime  Branch, cyber
fraudsters lnmnldztgd a77-
year-old w almost
30 days before swindling a
total of £1.2 crore.

Lakshmi Shivakumar, a
resident of RT. Nagar, filed
a complaint with the
Division Cyber Crime pol-
ice recently, based on
which the police have ta-
ken up a case against the
accused — identified as
Sandeep Rao and Akash
Xulhari.

the Information Technolo-
E¥ Act, 2000. and also for
cheating under the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita_

her

The accused po:

bai Crime Branch for furth-
er investigation, she said in
her

Shivakumar sasd that the

Mumbal and used for ille-
gal activities.
The caller al

Many manipulations
Ms. Shivakumar claimed

de Tha
1i, claiming o be from the
M Crime Branch,
called to inform her that
she was accused of laun-
dering t60 crore. The duo

Iso
her that as per protocol,

department filed a
eomplaxnl with the Mum-

her bank account details
and investment proofs for
verification, failing whic

sed as officials of the Telecom
Murnbai Crime Branch and cheated the victim.

Dravidar Kazhagam
launches platform to
counter superstitions

The OTT form
CHENNAL
1 lcader Perivar aims
The
(DX), a social organisation &L ~ his
founded by Periyar EV. Ra-  idcology of justice

sunday in presence of
Thoothukudi MP K. Kani-

mozhi, actor . ar-

aarudhu, DK

woepnesxdem Kali Poon-

ancthe and X.

they threatened to arrest

Veeramani.
The OTT platform fea-
tures content on various

ferred ¥1,28,70,000 from
her account citing that
they would transfer it back
aner completing the ives-
tigation, said cos

After ‘waiing for the

with religion, inte

With prominent potitical

leaders on rationalism,

films. Al docu”

mentaries and other pro-
s aimed at dissem

grammes
fating Periyars ideatogy

times. adding thac e Dra.

o
tion, Ms. Shivakumar tried
0 contact them but the ac-
cused were not reachable.
She discussed k& with her

e friends who
told her that she had bee
and asked her to

con-
slsten!ly been at the fore-
front of various
media and artistic forms to
disseminate Periyar's prin-
ciples across the world. “In
an era marked by signifi-

break. But Perivar had al-

ready spoken about wo-

men choosing to break all

obstacles that came in the

way orl;;helr ambition. He
o

z
she said. 'l‘h MP said e-:h-
nolo, now being
\sed to Spread hate and
disseminate superstitions.
~In such a situation, 1 am

py that we have taken

Hance ana

the technology (to
spread i ldeﬁ of social jus-
e, ra-

iy W e L Sevn & Sae SLREege 555 850 A SEAL Greeis S30033 on betal o1 TG FUBLISHINS P77 17D Edier

cm

e




Capt. Supreetha CT.

Mysuru’s Capt.
Supreetha 1st
woman officer
at Siachen

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

Captain Supreetha C.T.,
from Mysuru, has become
the first woman officer
from the Corps of Army Air
Defence, to be operational-
ly deployed at Siachen
Glacier.

“Breaking Barrier-
s....Conquering Challen-
ges.....Captain Supreetha C
T joins the league of #Sia-
chenWarriors. With her
enduring strength & deter-
mination, she is now oper-
ationally deployed at the
world’s highest battlefield
#Siachen,” said a post on X
by the Additional Directo-
rate General of Public In-
formation (ADG PI) - In-
dian Army.

Capt. Supreetha joined
the Indian Army as a
Lieutenant in 2021 and had
been posted in the Army
Air Defence after undergo-
ing training at Chennai.
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Bar on govt servants
from associating with
RSS lifted: Jairam

have always held the activi-
ties of these two organisa-

Rashiriya  Swayamsevak
Sangh CRSS) and its activi-
ties, senior Congress lead-
er jairam Ramesh said here
on Sunday.

Mr. Ramesh posted on X
a photo grab of a purport-
od ordes fasued by the De-
partment of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) on july 9.

It referred to the earlier

ent
would atract the (.emral
Civil  Services Conduc
Rules.”

“Any government ser-
vant, who is a member of

ties & liable to disciplinary
action.” it had said_

Relations, ancracy
in his post, the Congress
leader said: ~Sardar Patel
had banned the RSS in Fe-
br 1948  following
Gandhiji's _assassination.
Subsequently, the ban was
awn iy

so —on

taking part in RSS activi-
ties. After June 4th 2024,

India’s garment export
woes self-inflicted: report

At S14.5 billion. orts from the job-intensive sector were lower in 2023-24 than a decade earlier.
owing to barriers on raw material imports and difficult customs, trade procedures. says think tank

Vietnam and B:

The report pos

gain traction with investors
and needs significant mod-

st that recent o
complicated the process of bringing in essentsal

wality comtrol arders have
rawe materials. ase

export slide is not arrested.
especially with firms like

(he hink tank.  Clobai

grow
3% billion wfule lhan of

payee’s tenure as PM was

nearly 70% o heseSana
lion. China exported about
S114 billion of garments in
nearly a

The
can now come in knickers

wo 1
adde

A
centive (PLD scheme for
excxil

s v the
Centre in 2021 has failed to

(c*nzl). T snctar] i m e

and money™ on them._

Bengal will open its
doors to people from
Bangladesh: Mamata

the ny ng < 2
“I should not be speak-
ing on the affairs of Bangla-
desh since that is a sove-

R
the

Mamata Banerjee
safely- 35 of them, howev-
er. needed help and we

provided them with basic
amenities and facilitation

port titled “How
Erocedures.

terests Hlnder Indias Gax

in recent years, which had
grown to almost $9.2 bil-
fon in the calendar year
2023. It warned that this
ally could rise faster if the

are archaic, requiring ex-

porters to meticulously ac-

count for every

of imporeed fabric,
en-

umetre

ble:
ing quality raw abe s piar-
fabric.”

suring xhese are used in the
process and re-

the report said, adding that
and

flected in export product

firms have to “waste time

. the report
said. mooting a compre-
hensive overhaul to change

the stanus quo.

and others are returning to
West Bengal/ India, from

el supics, maaking || Maeyrr Doy cally. dents entered West Be:
Retal to  Indian nes  over- she highlighted a UN re- Customs

kick off sales of Chinese priced.” it o (LCS) at G
brands such as Shein in the Moreover, the proce- | refugees in regions adja-  ga. Gede, and ipur,
country. s lasd by the Di- | cent to those facing mur- and the Integrated Check
“C » of Fo- | moil Post (ICP) at Petrapole. OF
lmpon Res» import restrictions and reign Trade and Customs - the 1. 901 are

special a:
Sitance =t the ICP and

LCSs.

Sustainable solutions by Rajasthan
tribes make a mark at UN forum

FUR

The solutions offered by in-
ige:

-
(HLPF) on Sustainable De-
wvelopment at the United
Nations headquarters in
New  vork the
weel

The forum was held un-

ing poverty

Tribal women

velopment. while the UN
body continue 1o
make multilateral effores to
fulfil the promise to “leave

one behind- in the im-

multiple crises the effec- planen(anon of SDGs. Ex-
tive ¥ of perts the forum
nd the stgnifi-

Bitioim A salnlsneriat’ de camce of acknowledging in-
at the fo- for

rum called for remewed
imperus to achieve the Sus-

their solutions in the con-
text of biodiversity and

Goals (SDGs).

in Rajasthan pledge to protect
Practices to advance the 2030 agenda for SDGs. SPECAL

practice.
Th
hel;

cluding  climate

PPF returns still languishing lower
than formula-based rates, says RBI

¥ikas Dhoot
NEW DELHL

The interest rates offered
by the

How they stack up

The interest rates of various small =

Fund and five-year recur-
ring

Iangiieh below the rates
they should have earned as

and its
consequences. the other
of in-

not only meet their own
needs but also contribute

and
tal degradation would only
aggravate in the near fu-
ture. The tribals in Rajas-
than n i

per a sys-
tem adopted since April
2016, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBD has indicated.
The PPF rate has been
static at 7.1% since April
on the

Eoals- said 1 secretary o{lhe

a
vative approach guided
and

group Jzysh he
Joshi. Mr. Joshi

on vould not only
the oribal Uvelihood lmues  fulll thelr own aspirations.

n Rajasthan. providing <

oenﬂy ‘over 50
events as part of Its move-  tions, ot would alos Telp
ment for preservation of address

the issues of po-
and vul-

The com-
munities should be global-
in the

to restore links between

ECOSOC president Paula
Narvaez said the ministe-
rial declaration had rein-
forced the urgency of i

p]eanennng The 2030
agenda f de-

Iy
ton of

crop and climare

could offer vital insights in-

He said the tribal farm-

verty.
nerability. in order to po-

raj (;m-emngnq-). el
lifeseyle cultural va-
Hies have 1od t seifsur.
clency.” Mr. Joshi sasd.

the time, the RBI had

Iy resets of small savings

Hoiman Vibas Patrs

T

S5

rates, mooted by a panel

ernment
comp.rabae maturities ov-
P

government announced a
hike in rates on most
savings schemes for six

aligned with the formula-
based rates except for pu-
blic provident funds and

Pilor o5 Sech quArter.
The PDF rate was last

21, when it cut rates on all
small instruments
in the range of 0.5 and L4
percentage points (or SO to
140 bps).

Before the 2024 Lok
Sabha election, the Unson

lhe e has been ex-
the ambit of

T
2l these hikes.

Tax-free scheme
“The Government of India
Lept rates on small savings
schemes un
Q2:2024-25 [July
tember 20241.
rious schemes

to sep
Rates on va-

are now

recurring depo-
sits,” the RBI noted, in &its
Iales( monetary policy re-
Unlike last October,
The RBI has not quantified

tax treatment is also of
fered on the SSAS. The
SSAS rate was frozen at
7.6% from April 2020 o
Aarch . but was raised
to 8% last April and 8_2%
from this January.

Heavy rain pounds
Maharashtra’s coastal
belt; flights diverted

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

regions on Sw

Several lowlying areas
in Mumbal, Thane, N

Mumbal were )nunda(ed
due to the incessant rain.

The Mumbai Police have
people to stay at
home and visiting
coastal areas. Chief Minis-
ter Eknath Shinde ord
the National Disaster Res-
ponse Force, the State Dis-
aster Relief Force, the dis-
rict istration,

district. nge alert,
according to the India Me-

Sorpars

‘Nitish repeatedly raised Bagmati river
flooding concerns with Nepal ex-PM’

“While there are long-
term bet-

har districts of Darbhanga,
Muzaf-

ween the socialist leader-

this
where nothing has

Bihar Chief Minister Nitsh
Kumar has raised this issue
repeatedly with many lead-
ers. former

farpur, and Khagaria, be-
fore meeting the river Ka-
mala in Samastipur.

New course
1In the past, the river had a

of guard and Prachanda

Bihar has been urging

course,

Large
from the upper reaches of
w—l

cm
*

Prime Minister of Nepal
pa Kamal Dahal “Pra-
nothing

said that neither India nor
Nepal have shown any ur-
ncy to resolve the issue

asi flows from
Nep.zl and crosses the Bi-

ly
it is the

governm,
for some way to resolve the
ssue.

Nepal has recently un-
dergone a political change

takes place in the State be-
cause of the cross-border
river systems. Nepal, Bhu-
tan, ladesh share
a large number of cross-
border rivers that are im-
portant for States Hke As-
. Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Wes Bengal, Meghalaya.
and Tripura
With inputs from
Kallol Bhattacherjee)

Haryana suspends
Internet, bulk SMS
for 24 hours in Nuh

Press Trust of India
CHANDIGARN

Nuh Superintendent of
Folice Vijay Pratap Stngh
force would

plnyed along the proces»

sion route. “We will keep a
close eye on _everyone

guuds were
killed and at least 1S others
were injured Last year
Around 2,500 police
and paramilitary person-

drones”
Nuh Deputy Commis-
Khadgata

said. “Situation is wvery

peaceful, and cordial

and Muslims) are ready to
welcome it~

“We also have 100 vo-
lunteers who will help pol-
ice with the coordinatdon

nel have been in
the district, the police said.

of the along the
vatra route,” he added.
= Amx




Sustainable solutions by Rajasthan
tribes make a mark at UN forum

Mohammed Igbal
JAIPUR

The solutions offered by in-
digenous tribal communi-
ties in Rajasthan to global
challenges, and their role
in the execution of policies
were highlighted at the
High-Level Political Forum
(HLPF) on Sustainable De-
velopment at the United
Nations headquarters in
New York over the
weekend.

The forum was held un-
der the auspices of the UN
Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) with the
theme, “Reinforcing the
2030 agenda and eradicat-
ing poverty in times of
multiple crises: the effec-
tive delivery of sustainable,
resilient and innovative so-
lutions”. A ministerial de-
claration adopted at the fo-
rum called for renewed
impetus to achieve the Sus-
tainable Development
Goals (SDGS).

Indigenous solutions

ECOSOC president Paula
Narvaez said the ministe-
rial declaration had rein-
forced the urgency of im-
plementing the 2030
agenda for sustainable de-

< dia
P

Tribal women farmers in Rajasthan pledge to protect traditional

practices to advance the 2030 agenda for SDGs. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

velopment, while the UN
body would continue to
make multilateral efforts to
fulfil the promise to “leave
no one behind” in the im-
plementation of SDGs. Ex-
perts addressing the forum
underlined the signifi-
cance of acknowledging in-
digenous communities for
their solutions in the con-
text of biodiversity and
ecosystems.

The indigenous com-
munities should be global-
ly engaged in the formula-
tion of strategies, which
could offer vital insights in-
to sustainable develop-
ment through traditional
practices, the experts said.

“Indigenous solutions

not only meet their own
needs but also contribute
to broader sustainability
goals,” said secretary of the
Banswara-based voluntary
group Vaagdhara, Jayesh
Joshi.

Vaagdhara, working on
the tribal livelihood issues
in southern Rajasthan, re-
cently organised over 90
events as part of its move-
ment for preservation of
indigenous seed varieties
to restore links between
crop diversity and climate
resilience.

He said the tribal farm-
ers had taken a pledge at
these events to save indige-
nous seeds and use them
in their regular agricultural

practice.

These practices have
helped tribal communities
reduce their dependence
on the market and survive
during the difficult phases,
including the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020-21. Mr.
Joshi said since the global
community was facing an
unprecedented crisis, in-
cluding climate change
and its socio-economic
consequences, the other
challenges of economic in-
equality and environmen-
tal degradation would only
aggravate in the near fu-
ture. The tribals in Rajas-
than had adopted an inno-
vative approach guided by
sustainable and resilient
solutions, he added.

Mr. Joshi said these
practices would not only
fulfil their own aspirations,
providing them with sus-
tainable and resilient solu-
tions, but would also help
address the issues of po-
verty, inequality and vul-
nerability, in order to po-
tentially advance the 2030
agenda for SDGs. “Drawing
from the principles of swa-
raj (sovereignty), tribals’
lifestyle and cultural va-
lues have led to self-suffi-
ciency,” Mr. Joshi said.



* Highlight at UN Forum: The role of Rajasthan's tribal communities in global challenges
and policy execution was discussed at the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on
Sustainable Development.

 UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC): The forum was held under ECOSOC, with a
focus on reinforcing the 2030 agenda and eradicating poverty.

+ JUA BRA A YHEAT: AU $H ST A $H dRaeh Ielfaar 7
A IR NI Thaeaas | 3Tg-TalT Tow=iiias #a (HLPF) & 7ot #1715

- UN T 3iv anfas aRwe (ECOSOC): BRA ECOSOC & 3iaeTa 3maifaa fohar
T, TSIHH 2030 TolsT &l Aled el 3R TS ool W &A1 higa fohar
T




* Acknowledgment: Experts highlighted the importance of recognizing indigenous
communities for their contributions to biodiversity and ecosystems.

* Global Engagement: Indigenous communities should be involved in sustainable
development strategies.

- T Awal & Sig fafaerdar 3R aIRfEfds a9 # 39% Iee &
%Uﬁﬁ%ﬁwaﬁr@rqsuld & Hgcd ol IW@ITehd ThaT|

%ﬁamﬂwﬁaﬂ.mﬁaﬁaﬂaﬁaﬁwﬁwmﬁ?ﬂﬁ%mm
SITAT TR T




* Traditional Practices: Traditional practices have helped tribal communities reduce
market dependence and survive challenges like the COVID-19 pandemic.

* Broad Sustainability Goals: These practices contribute to broader sustainability
goals, addressing issues like climate change and economic inequality.

» IRURE TAT: IRUNE TA3T & STANAT FHGRT T Sl FRAT
Wﬁcovmwmﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁ?ﬁ@rﬁmﬁmaﬁﬁl

- faEqa PR @g: ﬁquﬁawarﬁrﬁm?ra‘cﬁ% o
cl(ﬂdle-l tlﬁ?:l?‘l?f 3‘ﬁT 3'T|'f§f|7=|”7 HHHATAI °h J-Id\d\l hl HATUTA hIidT|




* Economic and Social Benefits: These practices provide tribal communities with
sustainable and resilient solutions, addressing poverty, inequality, and
vulnerability.

* Future Prospects: The global community needs to adopt sustainable practices to
tackle ongoing crises.

- 3fdF 3w ann A 9T ST @Sl F Had 3R
TSl TATETST UeTed R &, INEY, IFTAATT R HeTdr T TATET

Sl ol
« HTIS T AHTTATT: dfRa$ A FT Il I Fohel ¥ fAuea & faT
EUTAY gAT3T I YATT I HTITHRAT gl




* Consider the following statements regarding the sustainable solutions presented by
Rajasthan tribes at the UN forum:

1.The forum was held under the auspices of the UN Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC).

2.The practices highlighted by the tribes focus on biodiversity and ecosystem restoration.

3.These practices are aimed at addressing only economic inequality and not environmental
issues.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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AsOppdemands
debate on key
issues, Paswan
joins JDU special
status chorus

LIZ MATHEW
NEW DELHI, JULY 21

Thelndian EXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SINCE 1932

dr Arewits Ao efd o A e
ATALL-PARTY MEET,. RAJNATH URGES OPP TO AVOID HOUSE DISRUPTIONS
Budget session begins: BJP faces kanwar
row heat, allies’ special status demands

77.00 (T8 BHAR & RAIPUR. 712 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Biden drops out

of White House
race, endorses

V-P Kamala Harris

Move under pressure from Democrats
after debate disaster against Trump

SC to hear
plea against
kanwar route
order today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW OELH JULY 21

PETERBAKER
WASHINGTON, JULY 21

US PRESIDENT joe Biden on
Sunday abouptly abandoned his

AT THE all-parnty meeting con-  Union MPs at the all-party = i. Sunday. Amse Menm
Cered by the Bt ed NDA g
srament on the wve of the
Budper session of Pastiament, savs
2 2 = Kanwar order: Jayant says

the BIJP appeare.
taste of

B o not well thought out, Praful
calls for its withdrawal

their owners, another Union
mmkodstad; WD Chief pepane
hary. on Sunda,

friendy parties raising various
demands and a resurgent
position asking the govern-

/p€ ~a new approach™

YATHKEY ally Joxu) and
14-YEAR-OLD boy from Sence-sittees YS!
am, wivo had

ASAD REHMAN
NEW DELFL JULY 21

ses- = heir special
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PATENT APPROVALS TO FOREIGN ENTITIES AMONG HIGHEST IN WORLD

Indian patent applicants leadin FY24,
foreigners dominate final clearances

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI,JULY 21

PATENT APPLICATIONS IN INDIA PATENT APPROVALS BY INDIA

@,

DRIVEN BY increased applica- Indian Foreign | % of foreign Indian Foreign | % of foreigners \

tions in sectors such as chemi- applicants| applicants | applicants p I holding patents @
calcsl»_P?arma._ comgr‘:terl Scierdlce 202223 | 43301 39,519 47% 202223 | 9239 | 24895 72% s

and information technology, do-

mestic patent applicationsin | 202122 | 29508 | 36932 55% 2021-22 | 6397 | 23,676 78%

FY24 have for the first time out- 2020-21 24326 34,167 58% 2020-21 5,629 22,756 80%

paced foreign applicants, even P O omaaanT anns | anoas | esee

though foreign entities maintain 2019-20 20,843 35,625 63% 2019-20 4,003 20,933 83%

a dominant share of patents 2018-19 17,005 33,654 66% 2018-19 | 2511 12,772 83%

granted in India, at nearly two-

thirds of the overall applications Source: Office of the Controller General of Patents, Designs & Trade Marks (CGPDTM) ﬂ

cleared, an analysis of Indian
patent data has shown.
Patentapprovals, anindicator
of research and development
(R&D) activity by companies and
firms, continue to be skewed in
favour of foreign entities with
global IT majors such as
Qualcomm Inc, Samsung
Electronic, Huawei Technologies
and Apple taking top spots, edg-
ing out Indian companies,
Controller General of Patents,
Designs & TradeMarks(CGPDTM)
data showed. The skew in final
patents granted too has nar-
rowed, though foreign entities
stillaccount for over 70 per cent of
the final patent clearances.
Trade policy experts said that
the wide gap between domestic
and foreign patent holders re-
flects the inefficiencies in India’s
R&D capabilities that are ex-
ploited by foreign companies of-
ten by pre-empting entry of po-
tential domestic competition in
the fast-growing Indian con-
sumer market. Lower R&D activ-
ity, economists said, results from
weak private investments and
stagnant government spending.
This has resulted in Indian manu-
facturing depending onimported
machinery, parts, and foreign
techniciansto fulfilexport orders.

Foreign patents in India
among highest globally

Global comparisons bear this
out. Patents approved for non-
resident Indians and entities
stood at 74.46 per cent in 2022,
whichisamongthe highestinany
major economy globally. The

World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) data
showed that the comparable
numberinthe case of China stood
at 12.87 per cent. Notably, India
has a trade deficit with 8 out of
the top 10 trade partners. India’s
importsinFY24 from Chinaalone
crossed $100 billion.

WIPO data showed that the
countries with high spending on
R&D had a lower share of foreign
patentapprovals. Forinstance, the
sharewasaslowas22.98 percent
for Japan and 26.61 per cent for
the Republic of Korea. Japanese
and Korean products also hold a
dominant positioninsmartphone
and automobile sales in India.

The foreign domination in
patentapprovals in the European
Patent Office stood at 54.83 per
cent, Germany at 40.97 per cent
and the USat 56.11 per cent. India
isthefifthlargesteconomyinthe
world as per gross domestic prod-
uct(GDP)data after the US, China,
Germany and Japan and aims to
become the third largest econ-
omy in the next 5 years. Experts
pointed out that the rise in foreign
patents in India has been fueled
by Patent Cooperation Treaty
(PCT) and Paris Convention for
the Protection of Industrial
Property, which is a source of 90
per cent of the patents filed by
foreign entities.

“India had no compulsion to
join PCT in 1998 but India joined
the treaty. Around 142 countries
are members of PCT and it pro-
vides great ease for a multina-
tional company to file patents in

multiple countries simultane-
ously. MNCs target big markets
for expansion and India opened
the floodgates by joining PCT,"
KM Gopakumar, legal advisor,
Third World Network said.

Domestic patent
applications rising

Domestic patentapplications,
however, have been steadily in-
creasing since FY19, bridging the
wide gap between domesticand
foreignapplicants. The patent ap-
plication of residents in the total
request to the patent office rose
from 34 per centinFY19to53 per
centinFY24,asper datareleased
by the Office of the CGPDTM.

However, rising applications
have not yet translated into ap-
provals as foreigners’ share in to-
tal patent approval continues to
be above 70 per cent for nearly a
decade. Experts said that one of
the key reasons has been the
quality of patent applications as
well as the patent ecosystem in
the country.

Gopakumar said that the qual-
ity of patent approval considered
sacred ineconomies driven by re-
search and innovation suffers
from a lower number of patent
examiners in the country. The
number of full-time equivalent
(FTE) examiners in India as per
WIPO stands at 597 who ap-
proved over 1 lakh patents last
year. Whereas, the EU has de-
ployed 3,982 examiners,
Germany 821 and the US over
8,000 examiners. “In 2022 India
was 6th worldwide in terms of

patent grants wherein a total of
30,490 patents were granted,
with 72 per cent awarded to non-
residents.Itis noteworthy that this
trend is reflective of the fact that
patents often come with a built-
in time lag due to various proce-
dural timeliness. Insimpler words,
patents granted today often stem
from applications filed 4-5 years
prior;” a government official said.
“Until half a decade ago for-
eign entities dominated the
patentfilingsinIndialeadingtoa
majority of grants going to them.
This trend witnessed a dynamic
shift since 2020.Inthe 2022-2023
period, total patent filings by res-
idents was around 53 per cent
whereasin2023-24 thisfigurein-
creased to 55 per cent and this
shiftis likely to be reflected in fu-
ture patent grants, depending on
the merit of their application as
per patentability according to
Indian Patent Act 1970 as
amended,” the official said.

Stagnation in India’s
R&D spending

India’s spending on research
and development as a percentage
of GDP has stagnated over the
years.R&D spendingas a percent-
age of GDP is lower than the lev-
els of 0.83 per cent seen in 2008,
the highest in the last two
decades. The comparable num-
ber has slipped by 0.65 per cent
in 2022 as per World Bank data.
This is much lower than the
global average of 2.62 per cent.

Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) professor Biswajit Dhar said

that India’s R&D intensity has
stagnated over the yearsand does
not augur well for the industrial
growth which is highly depend-
ent on Chinese imports. “One of
the reasons for China's manufac-
turing success was innovation
which complemented its capac-
ity building. Foreign firms corner-
ing a big chunk of patents would
not only increase India’s tech de-
pendence but also increase for-
eign exchange outgo,” Dhar
added. Notably, New Delhi's R&D
spending is lower than the top
economies which are also the
biggest source of patent applica-
tions in India. While neighbour-
ing China spends 2.43 per cent of
its GDP, for South Korea it stands
at 4.93 per cent. In Thailand the
number stands at 1.21 per cent,
European Union2.21 percentand
the United States 3.46 per cent.
India’s former chief statistician
TCA Anant said that lower R&D
spendingisalsoareflectionof the
weaker private investment cli-
mate in the country.

“As far as companies are con-
cerned, corporate investments
are also low right now. Patents
will come down the cycle, once
corporate investments are high
then R&D investments will pick
up. But initially, companies will
try toexpand capacity withread-
ily available technology. Research
is a long-term investment. We
were close to China in the 1980s
but since then we have lost
ground to China. Chinese univer-
sities have ramped up research,”
Anant said.



» Patenting criteria in India

Patent is granted on new invention provided the
following criteria
| #1. novelty
#2. inventive step
#3. industrial application

« Novelly :- the invention should not have been
published in India or elsewhere

« Inventive step :- means a feature of an invention
that involves technical advancement as compared
to the existing knowledge or having economic
significance or both and that makes the invention
not obvious to a person skilled in the art

« Industrial application :- capable of being used.
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PATENT APPLICATIONS IN INDIA

Indian Foreign | % of foreign

applicants| applicants | applicants
2022-23 | 43,301 39,519 47%
2021-22 | 29,508 36,932 55%
2020-21 24,326 34,167 58%
2019-20 20,843 35,625 63%
2018-19 17,005 33,654 66%

PATENT APPROVALS BY INDIA

Indian Foreign | % of foreigners

patentee | patentee | holding patents
2022-23 | 9,239 24,895 72%
2021-22 | 6,397 23,676 78%
2020-21 5,629 22,756 80%
2019-20 | 4,003 20,933 83%
2018-19 2,511 12772 83%

Source: Office of the Controller General of Patents, Designs & Trade Marks (CGPDTM)




* Indian Patent Surge: For the first time, Indian applicants have
outpaced foreign applicants in FY24 in patent applications.

* Foreign Dominance in Approvals: Despite the surge in applications,
foreign entities still dominate the final patent approvals.
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* Yearly Comparison: Detailed data showing the number of patent
applications by Indian and foreign applicants over recent years.

* Approval Rates: Comparison of patent approvals granted to Indian
and foreign applicants.
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* Factors Influencing Trends:

* R&D Activity: Increased research and development activities by Indian
companies.

* Foreign Dominance Reasons: Foreign companies' dominance in approvals
due to established R&D capabilities and procedural efficiencies.

¢ IS I THTTAT FLa I FRF:

- 3RUEs Afafafdr: 9RAT HufAal garr Iegaue 3R fas
afatedt # g

- fagelt wIrea ¥ FROT: TUTUT HRUSST &TATIST IR FisharcH
SeTar3 3 $RUT Tl H facelr ufar 1 gl




* Consider the following statements regarding patent applications and approvals in India for FY24:

1. For the first time, Indian applicants have outpaced foreign applicants in the number of patent
applications.

2. Despite the increase in applications by Indian entities, foreign entities still dominate the final
patent approvals.

3. The stagnation in India’s R&D spending has contributed to the dominance of foreign entities in
patent approvals.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1land2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



Modified Interest Subvention
Scheme (MISS)



* The Union Government plans to increase the upper limit of the
short-term crop loans under the Modified Interest
Subvention Scheme (MISS) from Rs 3 lakh to Rs 5 lakh.

* About MISS

* The interest subvention scheme for farmers aims at providing
short term credit to farmers at subsidised interest rate.

* The policy came into force with effect from Kharif 2006-07. The
scheme is being implemented for the year 2022-23 to 2024-25.
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 The interest subvention will be given to Public Sector Banks (PSBs), Private
Sector Banks, Small Finance Banks, Cooperative Banks and Regional Rural
Banks (RRBs) on use of own funds and to NABARD for refinance to RRBs and
Cooperative Banks.

 The scheme is being implemented by NABARD and RBI.
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* Eligibility: Farmers, individuals/ Joint borrowers who are owner cultivator; Tenant
farmers, oral lessees & sharecroppers

« Self Help Groups (SHGs) or Joint Liability Groups (JLG)s of farmers including
sharecroppers etc

qrEdn: fhdTe, SAfFd/AgFd SRS Sl Alfde F¥6 §; kR T,
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« How does it Work?

Farmers engaged in Agriculture and other allied activities can acquire Kisan Credit Card loans up
to Rs 3 lakh at a benchmark rate of 9%.

However, the Centre provides 2% interest subvention on the benchmark rate, bringing down the
effective rate of interest to 7 percent.

An additional 3% concession for prompt and timely repayment further reduces it to 4% per year.
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 lvory Coast joined the United Nations Water Convention, becoming the
10th African nation to do so.

« About

* [vory Coast shares eight transboundary river basins (Black Volta, Bia,
Tanoe, Comoe, Niger, Sassandra, Cavally et Nuon) with six of its
neighbours, which include Ghana, Burkina Faso, Mali, Guinea, Liberia,

and Sierra Leone.
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 Among these, the Niger basin, which is the continent’s third-longest

river and traverses nine countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad,

lvory Coast, Guinea, Mali, Niger, and Nigeria), is one of Africa’s most
vulnerable regions to climate change.
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 United Nations Water Convention

* [tisa 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International Lakes, known as the 1992 UN Water

Convention.
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e |t has 53 member countries.

 The Convention obliges Riparian Parties to prevent, control and reduce
transboundary impact, use transboundary waters in a reasonable and equitable
way and ensure their sustainable management.
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e Recently, India's maize industry has undergone a remarkable transformation, evolving
from a basic feed crop to a crucial component in the fuel and industrial sectors.

* This shift is indicative of a broader green revolution, echoing the historic advances made
in wheat and rice but with a modern twist driven largely by private-sector innovations.
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e What is the Current State of Maize Production in India?
* Tripling Production:

 Since 1999-2000, India's maize production has more than tripled,
increasing from 11.5 million tonnes to over 35 million tonnes
annually, with average per-hectare yields also rising from 1.8 to 3.3
tonnes.

* As per APEDA, India is the fifth largest maize producer, accounting for
2.59% of global production in 2020.
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* Maize is the third most important cereal crop in India after rice and
wheat. It accounts for around 10% of total food grain production in
the country.

* Yield Improvements: Average per-hectare yields have risen from 1.8 to 3.3
tonnes over the same period.

* Major States: Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Maharashtra, and Andhra Pradesh are the primary maize-growing states.
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Year-Round Cultivation: Maize is grown throughout the year, predominantly as a Kharif crop( 85% of the maize cultivation
area is during this season).

Export Volume: India exported 3,453,680.58 MT of maize worth Rs. 8,987.13 crores in 2022-23.
* Major Export Destinations: Bangladesh, Vietnam, Nepal, Malaysia, and Sri Lanka are key markets for Indian maize.
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Major Uses: Approximately 60% of maize is used as feed for poultry and livestock, while only about 20% is directly
consumed by humans.

Maize is a primary energy source in livestock feed, with 55-65% of broiler feed and 15-20% of cattle feed comprising
maize.

Starch and Ethanol: Maize grains, containing 68-72% starch, are used in industries such as textiles, paper, and
pharmaceuticals.
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* Innovations in Maize Cultivation:

* The Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) has bred India’s first “waxy” maize hybrid (AQWH-4) with
high amylopectin starch confem, making it better suited for ethanol production.

* The starch in maize is a mixture of two polymers, comprising glucose molecules honded together in a sfraight
chain (amylose) and in branched form (amylopectin).
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Green Revolution

It was led by Norman Borlaug in the 1960s, resulted in the development of High Yielding Varieties
(HYVs) of wheat and led to him winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 1970.

In India, M.S. Swaminathan played a key role in the Green Revolution, which significantly
increased food grain production, especially wheat and rice.
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Khelo India Rising Talent
ldentification (KIRTI) Program



Khelo India Rising Talent

|dentification (KIRTI) program is

set to get a fresh boost as the
Paris Olympics draws near.
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* About KIRTI

« KIRTI (Khelo India Rising Talent Identification) aims to develop an integrated
talent identification architecture based on modern ICT tools and global best
practices.

* |t seeks to streamline the process of grassroots talent identification on a single
platform.
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The program is set to revolutionize the landscape of Indian sports
by focusing on two primary objectives:

e |dentifying sports talent from across the nation,

e Using sports to combat drug addiction and excessive gadget use among
school children aged 9 to 18.

The programme aligns with the nation’s aspiration to become
a top 10 sports nation by 2036 and among the top five by 2047.
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Word of the day

Nonplus:
be a mystery or bewildering to

Synonyms: vex, stupefy, baffle, bewilder,
dumbfound, perplex, puzzle, flummox, mystity

Usa g€. Iwas nonplussed by his admiration
of me.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/nonpluspro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /non'plas/
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