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Tax brackets

Budget 2024: A look at various
income tax scenarios followmg
the new slabs

142%

INFRA. OUTLAY AS % OF BUDGET

Transport, power,
. telecom spending
retained

SOCIAL SECTOR SHARE IN BUDGET

Health, education,
social welfare spending
dips from FY24 RE

SOCIAL SECTOR » PAGE 7

A3

DEFENCE SHARE IN BUDGET

Defence outlay in
Budget is lowest
in nine years
ECONOMY » PAGE &

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman  on
Tuesday announced deve-
lopment projects worth
T58,900 crore for Bihar in

er plant
Pirpaind_at a cost
221,400 © and 211,500
Crore will be used for fioad
control.

Bihar Chief Minister and

Janata Dal (United) chief

nata Dal (RID) termed

J SR
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar with P4 Narendra Modi. AILE #HOTO.

mar said. He evaded a di-

‘We had pro- rect reply to a
posed that if special query as to wheth-
status was not feass- er he as
bie for tech: - the demand for

(Y

receive special assis- p W ¢ ter, Mr

tance from the welcomed  the
Centre in_another Budget in a post
form, wi en an-

nounced today,” Mr. Ku-

X.
“Special attention has

been paid to the needs of
Bihar and specia
have been provided for
road projects. power pro-
Jects, asrports and medical
colleges. Special assistance
has been announced for
of tourist

MSMEs; announces tax cuts for middle daL%‘ tightens fiscal deficit target to 4.9% of the uDP

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELI

se
venth Union Bud-
get and the ﬁrsx al-

of measures aimed at fix-

ing the woes of -

ployed youth, small busi-

esses, the middle

gt g

suengthen the ruling NDA
bonds with suj

called “the Prime Minis-
ter's p: =) t
s Jobs and impart-

of a roundabout as drivers
in the capital are prone to
. the previous go-

vernment's preferred re-
liance on letting multiplier
and trickle-down effects

Places In the State and a
big e has al-
so been rotect Bi-
har from ﬂoods. Mr. Ku-
mar pos

Meamwhile Leader of
the Opposition in Bihar As-
sembly Tejsshwi Yadav
called Budget

disappolinting.

Bihar Congress Legisla-
ture Party leader Shakeel
Ahmad Khan said the Modi
government had cheated
the people of Bihar and

(With PTT inputs)

of society.
A similar lane change
last seen when Ms.

umn n Finance Minister Mirmata lehalaﬂ'\-n with the Budget ahead

ey

Thn is a Budget
nm will take

the country’s villages.

poor and farmers on the

path of prosperity. This

is for the continuation of

the empowerment of the
1

promises to them at the
cost of other States...
Copy and paste:
Congress manifesto and
previous Budgets
RAMUL GANDIE

Leader of the Opposition = 15

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMES); Pro-
Land; Op)

tions such as big business-
es’ poll bond purchases.

Theme of the budget
a briefing after her

ities; Youth: Middle Class;

Energy Security; New Gen-

eration Reforms; and

Technology.

Her speech referred to
times,

the late Arun Jaitley, pre-
Sented his third Budgee. for
20!6!7

eking to shed the
~suitboot label
d by jon at

the Opposition
the time, Jaitley dedicated
that Budget to the farmers,
the poor, and vulnerable
sections "of society
switched his focus to the

The trigger for the shift
could be the BJP's el

class, farmers, a.nd small

sharply frcm thyee men.

tions word in the

Somsa Budgel and seven

(four of which were about
past achsevements rather

Thian the future) in the Inte-

rim Budget presented this

end there. While he had re-

tion points around nine
pillars, b Sitharaman on
Tuesday laid out nine
priorities e generating
ample opportunities for

to double farmers’ in-
comes in five years. Ms.
Sitharaman said that her
first priority would be to
oductivity and resi-

social
Infrastructure and next
generation reforms also

skill
resource development and
Justice.

Acts and a stmplification of
Foreign Direct Investment
norms.

The Finance Minister
did provide some indirect
support to private invest-
ments by accelerating the
fiscal consolida

tion pro-
cess, with a 2.1
lakh crore surprise divi-
dend m the central

get for this year has been
pegged at 4.9% of GDP

from the S13% projected in

the Interim Budget,

the S6% of GDP Setieved

man will be hoping that
the lens change reflected
in the Budgets focus areas
will not be lost on voters

gearing up to cast their bal-
fots in the upcoming State

Ms. Sitha- y. to

raman made ft clear that  growth sipmed e 30, from
me a 34

Budget  was EMPLOY-  the last two Budget spee

MENT".

Used as an acre . the
themma was dhake ot ‘Em-

es. Jaidey's third nudgm
had also slashed growth re-
ferences, but the similari-
ties with that speech doa't

SHUFFLING THE DECK
» PAGE 10

MORE REPORTS

» PAGES 2-13

Supreme Court declines
petitions to cancel NEET

NEW DELHI

The Supreme
Tuesday

2024 held on May 5, while
observing there is no mate-
rial on record “at the pre-
sent stage™ to prove that a
5 leak of i

sented by Solicitor-General
T Mehta, that the
leaks “so far”

Caond: oo Hazaiagh and
Patna in Bihar. An ongoing
CBI probe has led to sever-
al arrests.

The Bench acknow-
ledged the government's
tha 11

VIAYAWADA

The Union Budget spells a

boost to Andh:

with 2 spocial mamctal
upport of 15,000 crore

for developing fts capieal

Amaravati, besides

tance for lh

years,” Union Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sitharaman
said in her Budget speech

ments in the AP Reorgani-
s: Act
said the

Fieation projece, grants for
W

tion of the exam would
have serl

yst of
papers has destroyed the
sanctity of the exam.

The seemed

on the 23 lakh students, in-
cluding disruption of the
of the

to agree with the argu-

ments of the government

and the Central Bureau of

Investigation, both repre-
cm

courses.

FuLL REI
» PAGE 13

~Recognising the State’s
need for a <aplu.l we will
facilitate spec

clal year, 215,000 crore will
be arranged, with n-
al in future

(.enl:le would come up
with a plan named ‘Purvo-
* for the overall deve-
lopment of Bihar. Jhark-
hand, West Bengal, Odis
2nd Andhra Prage
A few days ahead of the
Budges. Chief Minister and
TDP chief N. Chandrababu
Naidu, a key NDA ally, had
apprised the Centre of the

ject. This apart, she has al-
S0 ensured the promotion
of tndustrial development,
and funds for essential in-
such as roads,

~dismal” financial situation
in lhe State.
laming = the

pasl
ars xrregulannes“

e Sup-
port for develop-

Polavaram project and oth-
rojects in the

. Sitharaman
said the Centre is al-
so fully committed
to Anancing and ear-
Iy completion of the

ing

pro-

water, power and railways.

an

tal Andhra ‘Pradesh will al-

sobe

The State is also expect-

ed to benefit from the
ing plan that will cov-

er 53,000 wibal villages

across the country.

A.P. gets 15,000 cr. to build Amaravati, aid for Polavaram

Mr.  Naidu thanked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on X for the alloca-

for 1 ng the needs
of our State and focusing
on a capital . port
from the Centre will go a
long way t rebuild-

Andhra sh. I con-

gratulate you on the pre-
Sentation

progressive and
dence-boosting  Budget,”
Mr. Naidu sald




Budget Estimates 2024-25

« For the year 2024-25, the total receipts other than borrowings and the total
expenditure are estimated at Rs 32.07 lakh crore and Rs 48.21 lakh

crore respectively.

* The net tax receipts are estimated at Rs 25.83 lakh crore and the fiscal deficit is
estimated at 4.9% of GDP. Also, the government will aim to reach a deficit

below 4.5% next year.

» dY 2024-25 & U, 3UR & 3Melldl el Iricadr AR choi I HAA: 32.07
T g T 3T 48.21 oM@ T2 39 gl Fl 31o1 T &

o EYT HY YT 25.83 @ q«usmamﬁ?r%wmwamw
TN 3G T 4.9% 3TATAd &l A &, 8N 3Tel d1T 11¢ & 4.5% &

A e FT ey @MT




* The gross and net market borrowings through dated
securities during 2024-25 are estimated at Rs 14.01 lakh crore

and Rs 11.63 lakh crore respectively.

» Budget speech highlighted India's low and stable inflation moving
towards the 4% target, with specific measures to ensure adequate

supply of perishable goods.

+ 2024-25 & GRTeT festifehd Fideqidal & HARIH ¥ Hehel 3N
Y TSR IUR HAA: 14.01 T FE T 3 11.63 o

HUS 9T gl A &

mmﬁmaﬁﬁaﬁrw&ﬁ@rmaﬂqﬁ@ﬁaﬁ
F & [Afdse Ut & IOy 9RT $r a3 B2 agrehifa
T 4% oI FT 3 FaeT 9 YT 3Tl I1AT) N




gote fafTaidd &3 & TRoT Stages of Budget Enactment
. ';rﬁiﬁ' e Presentation
o ITHTI IIT » General discussion
o v Tfafaa) grT Itar  Scrutiny by Department Committees
. . e Voting on Demands for Grants
o 3Tl &l HITT W HdGH
o fafFaNT faerges gTiRd BT
o foa faerges It BT

e Passing an Appropriation Bill

» Passing of Finance Bill



What else does the Constitution of India provide for the Budget?

e Without the recommendation of the President:

« No demand for a grant can be made

 No money bill imposing tax can be introduced

e No money can be withdrawn from the Consolidated Fund of India except under appropriation

made by law

R Ifaar_ gs1e & fav 30 =T UTaem— HId1 22

o Irs2Ufd &bl fAwTRer o feMT:

e 3T&IA I HITT A&l Bl ST Hbdl
e PBIs HI uA faaaes ST o @7TdT 8, USdd sl fhdr AT Hahdl

o Jfga fAfa O I UAT A8l ABTdT ST HebdT & fGara fafFaT gRT ST BTA gRT 94171 7T 8
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Path of strong development and
all-round prosperity

Inclusive Human
Resource Development
and Social Justice

Productivity and Employment &
resilience in Agriculture Skilling

Manufacturing & Urban Development Energy Security

Services

Infrastructure Innovation, Research Next Generation
& Development Reforms
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Q To bolster Indian
start-upsand

support innovation,I %

propose to abolish the t,

so-called angel tax for

all classes of investors

Markets say
Mmeh"

The market did not react well

to the budget speech, with
stock prices of most sectors
declining, except for fast moving
consumer goods, which gained
considerably. Healthcare, IT

and auto sectors too gained
marginally. Realty sector
recorded the steepest decline

Source: BSE

Sector % change
O ENEIgY onnansnanninmnnainany -116% Y
O HEANEAER. . . cmesssvmmmummmenmmmssss s +0.59% A
® Fast Moving Consumer Goods.........cceeuenee +2.48% A
50 60 o - | -1.48% V
OIT conunanrnmnmananmsninan s +0.82% A
U AT i mmsmismmm i s s S S RN +0.19% A
@ TeleCom.cunnnnnnnmnnin uinanaian -0.51% VY
O FUYRNICRE coxivunoosmmwinisimsncis s e VSRS 1.27%V
O REAIY.cocnanmnunnnnnmanaienny 215% V¥
@ DILANGIAS: o csmmssvmmmemmma s R -1.32% ¥V
® Capital 900ds:onvnnnamensmmnnses -2.03% VY
O POWIRY . .ssiimsesnmmsams s e -0.17% V



Budget breakdown

The outlay for the transport sector (apart from interest payments) formed the bulk of the expenditure in FY25BE. However, transport’s
share in total Budget came down by 0.4% points from last year (11.69% in FY24RE to 11.29% in FY25BE). The graphic depicts budgeted
expenditure (X crore) and the change from FY24RE in percentage points

"4OICIOICIoF

Defence
34,54,773 cr.

Fertilizer
31,64,000 cr.

|

-0.72 percentage points ; "'l: -0.8
|
|

Agricultureand  Home
allied activities ;
%1,51,851cr.

+0.02

=il 386,339 cr.

.‘?-;lcv Finance

Health
+0.09

Development of the North East 5,900 cr. | -0.01

Commerce and industry ¥47,559 cr. | -0.07

External affairs Petroleum
322,155 cr. |-0.19 311,925 cr. | -0.03 Planning and statistics 6,291 cr. | +0.03

Scientific departments 32,736 cr. | +0.09

SOURCE: THE FIGURES ARE SOURCED FROM “THE EXPENDITURE OF MAJOR ITEMS” PAGE WHICH FEATURES IN THE “BUDGET AT A GLANCE” DOCUMENT



IGEE T

Corporation-tax, 17

. p.]

Borrowings & Other
liabilities, 27

. p.]

ROT et gait
EusEl

Non-debt Capital
receipts, 1

[ p.]
%07 et wifdar

Non-tax receipts, 9

. p.]

AT AT
Income-tax, 19

. p.]

el 3R a1 FT M Goods & Service Tax & Union Excise Duties, 5 [&. p.]

3T FT Other taxes, 18

™. p.]

fewforat- 1. o Wit & &1 IR Yeb! H o1 1 fow 2nfia 8, forg 98 1 R aRoft & ger fear man gl

2. gl 1 guifferd forar T |
1. Total receipts are inclusive of States' share of taxes and duties which have been netted in the table on page 1.

Notes :-
2. Figures have been rounded off.

Money comes

from




Fearg il Centrally Sponsored, Central Sector Scheme &I &5 Hr
STy Scheme, 8 & p ] (excluding Capital ~ JTSTeTT_(SHA T&T
P e s e
Outlay on Defence and T iR
Subsidy), 16 Y

nfaAer
el St . p.] & B)

Other Expenditure, 9
p -

. p.]

Money goes to

qereT
Pensions, 4

. p.]

SIS 37eTgefY
Interest Payments, 19

[ p]

= 3R et #

ST FT e&dT

State Share of Taxes
and duties, 21

[¥.p.]
&
e St Defence, 8 [¥. p.]
3T HAAROT
Finance Commission & Subsidies, 6 [, p ]

Other transfers, 9 [%. p.]

feufimt- 1. o T A 3R Jeb! B Io4! BT fgwan Wi g, O g8 1 R Aol & wifteral § § ger fear mn g1
2. b gl Pl guIifchd fbar T g
1. Total expenditure is inclusive of States' share of taxes and duties which have been netted against receipts in the table on page 1.

Notes :-
2. Figures have been rounded off.



g ATl FT qT Expenditure of Major Items

@FS A) (InT crore)

2022-2023  2023-2024  2023-2024  2024-2025
EusiEen Exrs wotifera Exrs
Actuals A A A
Budget Revised Budget
Estimates Estimates Estimates

R Pension 241599 234359 238049 243296
& Defence 399123 432720 455897 454773
gieirst - Subsidy -

IRD Fertiliser 251339 175100 188894 164000

QT Food 272802 197350 212332 205250

ociferaH Petroleum 6817 2257 12240 11925
P 3R Jag FRIGATH Agriculture and Allied 125875 144214 140533 151851

Activities#

aforsy SR IE Commerce and Industry 44363 48169 47350 47559
YdiaR &1 faer Development of North East 990 5892 5892 5900
Rrem# Education# 98567 116417 108878 125638
ol Energy 65717 94915 54989 68769
fagw External Affairs 16661 18050 29122 22155
fad Finance 11551 13574 23982 86339
W Health 73551 88956 79221 89287
U Home Affairs 120932 134917 133360 150983
IS Interest 928517 1079971 1055427 1162940
TS 3R GREAR IT and Telecom 111629 93478 95781 116342
3 Others# 101108 117008 118020 144477
TIoT 3R HiReTH! Planning and Statistics 4560 6268 4475 6291
Treior feTa Rural Development# 238396 238204 238984 265808
I faum Scientific Departments 24041 32225 26651 32736
AT HedTol Social Welfare 40470 55080 46741 56501
PR U@ Tax Administration@ 207431 194749 193695 203530

fora § it of which Transfer to

gfgfcl AT BT sieRor GST Compensation Fund 163506 145000 145000 150000
IGT B SART Transfer to States 273393 324641 273985 322787
RagT# Transport# 390508 517034 524941 544128
g Iy & Union Territories 65907 61118 66676 68660
e fasm Urban Development 77310 76432 69271 82577
faa sifafvead Tameq & Net additional resources 45100 -13990
grffq eRférd Af & efaRa transferred to (+)/ met from (-)
(+) faan T/ qRT fpan e (-)* dedicated reserve funds*

Grand Total 4193157 4503097 4490486 4820512

Fa S




2022-2023 2023-2024 2023-2024  2023-2024 2024-2025
CreosirC N £ e genfaa wafaa LT
STF:I’HTFT STF‘I:ﬂTFT Hﬂmﬂ' : 31?‘!‘3113
ffiunt Budget Revised  Provisional  Budget

Estimates Estimates Actuals? Estimates

1. oG WIfGrdi 1. Revenue Receipts 2383206 2632281 2699713 2728412 3129200

2. I (h’ Ca| 2. Tax Revenue (Net to 2097786 2330631 2323918 2326524 2583499

foae 2 Centre) 2

3. Y fie Yo 3. Non Tax Revenue 285421 301650 375795 4013888 545701

4. Yot feerar 4. Capital Receipts 1809951 1870816 1790773 1714130 1691312

5. BN B a'\‘i?ﬂ 5. Recovery of Loans 26161 23000 26000 27338 28000

6. 3=0 wTfdi 6. Other Receipts 46035 61000 30000 33122 50000

7. IUR 3R 3G ﬂ'ﬂﬂTQa 7. Borrowings and Other 1737755 1786816 1734773 1653670 1613312

Liabilities®
8. pd urferai (1+4) 8. Total Receipts (1+4) 4193157 4503097 4490486 4442542 4820512
9, P AT (10+13) 9. Total Expenditure 4193157 4503097 4490486 4442542 4820512
(10+13)
10. ISR WA R 10.0n Revenue Account 3453132 3502136 3540239 3494036 3709401
IEGEE of which

11. TS YIrdr= 11. Interest Payments 928517 1079971 1055427 1063871 1162940

12. UoiNTd enfRAf & Y& 12. Grants in Aid for 306264 369988 321190 303787 390778
2d 9eTdr sigeH creation of Capital

Assets
13. ‘Fﬂ ECIGREd 13. On Capital Account 740025 1000961 950246 948506 1111111
14. GHTAT tﬁﬁ g (12+13) 14. Effective Capital 1046289 1370949 1271436 1252293 1501889
Expenditure (12+13)

15. Yo YICT 15. Revenue Deficit 1069926 869855 840527 765624 580201

(10-1) (10-1) 4.0) 2.9) 2.8 (2.6) (1.8)

16. UHTA! IS4G HTCT 16. Effective Revenue 763662 499867 519337 461837 189423

(15-12) Deficit (15-12) 2.8) (L.7) (1.8) (1.6) (0.6)

17. IS "It 17. Fiscal Deficit 1737755 1786816 1734773 1653670 1613312

[9-(1+5+6)] [9-(1+5+6)] (6.4) (5.9) (5.8) (5.6) 4.9

18. Uy °rer (17-11) 18. Primary Deficit 809238 706845 679346 589799 450372

(17-11) 2.3)

(3.0)

2.3)

2.0)

(1.4)

. T . W T . W . S .. T . T « ¥ o S - T =T - P



°T¢ FT R Deficit Statistics
X S #H) (In T crore)

2022-2023 2023-2024 2023-2024 2023-2024 2024-2025
CIESIGED goic IF=nfera HfaH G

S gHE dRdA®’ SgHE

Actuals Budget Revised Provisional Budget
Estimates Estimates Actuals? Estimates
1. VTS YT 91T 1. Fiscal Deficit 1737755 1786816 1734773 1653670 1613312
(6.4) (5.9 (5.8) (5.6) (4.9)
2. o YTeT 2. Revenue Deficit 1069926 869855 840527 765624 580201
(4.0) (2.9 (2.8) (2.6) (1.8)
3. THTAT Ieivd °1eT 3. Effective Revenue 763662 499867 519337 461837 189423
Deficit
(2.8) (1.7) (1.8) (1.6) (0.6)
4. YTYfH 9reT 4. Primary Deficit 809238 706845 679346 589799 450372
(3.0) (2.3) 2.3) (2.0) (1.4)

18— = Anna 24 2 B o =B o= 2 e =9 2 5B P 3 srerreft=r 36



g1e 3t yqhaai

DEFICIT TRENDS

(% of GDP)

9.5 9

2(5) -—#==Fiscal Deficit

8.0 - Revenue Deficit

;(5) -a==Effective Revenue Deficit

6.5 ==#==Primary Deficit

6.0

55 4.9

50 4.5

t

. 3.2

35

%Zg 2.0 1.8

1.5 el.4

(1)'(5) 1.1 — : /

; ® ® ®

0.0 = 0.9 0@7 0.4 . . - B 0.6
) ol = o~ & o = o h n h <
© 3 2 & £ 2 2 £ 3 § a% g% I3 g8
S 8 &8 8 8 8 8 § ®B § = SR

' {3 Y 2023-24 & iU erFfoH TRafde it aEr Tiférd T8l & SR uRadd & S 2|

' Provisional Actuals for FY 2023-24 are unaudited and subject to change.

eSS, F<ita Fikegs! Hrafad gRI USRI Td-dH A & AR ¢
Note : GDP is as per the latest estimates published by CSO.




Roadmap for our pursuit of ‘Viksit Bharat’

Focus on 4 major castes

2 =
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S =
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UI Employment
I] 2 Skilling
[13 MsMmEs

I]l|, Middle Class




Priorities for Viksit Bharat

Productivity and resilience in Agriculture ﬁ ["

Transforming Agriculture Research
Comprehensive review of the agriculture research setup to

bring focus on raising productivity and developing
climate resilient varieties.

National Cooperation Policy
For systematic, orderly

and all-round
development of the
cooperative sector

Atmanirbharta
For oil seeds such as mustard,
groundnut, sesame, soyabean
and sunflower

Vegetable production &
supply chain
Promotion of FPOs, cooperatives &

start-ups for vegetable supply chains
for collection, storage, and
marketing.

Release of new varieties
109 new high-yielding and climate-
resilient varieties of 32 field and
horticulture crops will be released
for cultivation by farmers



Natural Farming

* 1 crore farmers across the country will be initiated into natural farming,
supported by certification and branding in next 2 years.
10,000 need-based bio-input resource centres to be established.

Shrimp Production & Export

* Financing for Shrimp farming, processing and export will be facilitated through
NABARD.

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)

* DPI for coverage of farmers and their lands in 3 years.
* Dagital crop survey in 400 districts

* Issuance of Jan Samarth based Kisan Credit Cards




Priorities for Viksit Bharat

Employment & Skilling @ 02

PM'’s Package (3 schemes for Employment Linked Incentive)

- Government will reimburse
EPFO contributions of employers
up to 33000 per month for 2 years
for all new hires.

- One-month wage to new
entrants in all formal sectors in
3 instalments up to 15,000 .

;(})E‘igected to benefit 210 lakh Schem(? B . ey
Job Creation in jobs
Manufacturing
o @ *o ® oo © °
Scheme A ] : Scheme C
First Timers - Linked to first time employees Support to Employers

- Incentive to both employee &
employer for EPFO contributions in

the specified scales for the first 4
years

- Expected to benefit 30 lakh youth




- Facilitate higher participation of
women in the workforce through
setting up of working women
hostels in collaboration with
industry, and establishing creches.

- Loans up to X7.5 lakh with a
guarantee from a government
promoted Fund.

- Expected to help 25,000 students
every year.

- Financial support for loans upto
%10 lakh for higher education in
domestic institutions.

- Direct E-vouchers to 1 lakh
students every year.

- Annual interest subvention of 3%

’—---------------—~

Course content &
design aligned as per
skill needs of industry.

\

oqq s \
;
i
20 lakh youth willbe = =
skilled over a 5-year §
period. -
1,000 Industrial 2
Training Institutes will Ofg’
be upgraded 1n hub N
and spoke ,f
arrangements with ::;'
outcome orientation. -




Priorities for Viksit Bharat

Inclusive Human Resource ﬂ.].%g D 3

Development and Social Justice

Purvodaya: Vikas bhi Virasat bhi

* Plan for endowment rich states in the Eastern parts covering
Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha and Andhra Pradesh for
generation of economic opportunities to attain Viksit Bharat. ! =1

* Amritsar Kolkata Industrial Corridor with development of an
industrial node at Gaya.

D Allocation of more than %3 lakh crore for schemes benefitting women

v and girls.

Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan: Improving the
socio-economic condition of tribal communities covering 63,000 ¥
villages benefitting 5 crore tribal people.




0 : .
A) More than 100 branches of India Post Payment Bank will be set up in
the North East region.

Andhra Pradesh Reorganization Act:

* Financial support of 215,000 crores will be arranged in FY 24-
25,

 Completion of Polavaram Irrigation Project ensuring food
security of the nation.

* Essential infrastructure such as water, power, railways and roads
in Kopparthy node on the Vishakhapatnam-Chennai Industrial
Corridor and Orvakal node on Hyderabad-Bengaluru Industrial
Corridor.




Priorities for Viksit Bharat

Manufacturing & Services

. . New assessment model
Credit Guarantee Scheme

for MSME:s in the
Manufacturing Sector

Enhanced scope for
mandatory onboarding in
TReDS

MSME Units for Food
Irradiation, Quality &
Safety Testing

for MSME credit

Mudra Loans: The limit
enhanced to % 20 lakh from
the current % 10 lakh under

the “Tarun’ category.

Credit Support to
MSMEs during
Stress Period




P < ~
Twelve industrial parks under the | i AN

. ., \
National Industrial Corridor Internship Opportunities
i

Development Programme

* Scheme for providing
internship
opportunities in 500
top companies to 1
crore youth in 5 years.
Allowance of
5,000 per month
along with a one-time
assistance of 36,000

Rental housing with dormitory type
accommodation for industrial

workers in PPP mode with VGF
support.

Critical Minerals Mission for
domestic production, recycling and
overseas acquisition.

(Quoyos ¢6) a8eyord S, Nd

Strengthening of the tribunal and through the CSR

appellate tribunals to speed up funds. :

insolvency resolution and additional 1 /
V §

tribunals to be established Y




Priorities for Viksit Bharat

Urban Development

Encouraging Envisioning
states to a scheme to
lower stamp develop 100
duties for weekly
properties ‘haats’ or
purchased by street food
women, hubs in
select cities

Transit
Oriented

Development

Transit Oriented
Development
plans for 14
large cities with
a population
above 30 lakh

Water
Management

Promote water
supply, sewage
treatment and solid
waste management
projects and
services for 100
large cities through
bankable projects.
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Priorities for Viksit Bharat

Energy Security ?g I] E

Initiatives with private
sector in Nuclear Energy Pumped Storage Policy
For electricity storage and
facilitation of smooth
integration of the growing

share of renewable energy

Setting up Bharat Small
Reactors

R&D of Bharat Small
Modular Reactor and
newer technologies for

nuclear energy AUSC Thermal
Power Plants

A joint venture between

NTPC and BHEL will

Energy Audit set up a full scale 800

Financial support for shifting of MW commercial plant.

micro and small industries to cleaner
forms of energy

Facilitate investment grade energy
audit in 60 clusters, next phase
expands to 100 clusters.




------------

PM Surya Ghar
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Households obtain free
electricity

Up to 300

Units every month

1.28 crore

Registrations and 14
lakh applications so far




Priorities for Viksit Bharat

H
Infrastructure HH [l 7

Phase IV of

Provision of F1.5 ik wore PMGSY will be
?11,11,111 to states as long- launc?hed 0
crore for term interest free prov1de all-

infrastructure loans to support Weat.h(?r
(3.4% of GDP). resource connectivity to
g allocation. 25,000 rural

QTN

@ = )))habitations,




Irrigation and Flood Mitigation

Financial support for projects with estimated cost of 211,500

crore such as the Kosi-Mechi intra-state link and 20 other
ongoing and new schemes

Assistance for flood management and related projects in Assam,
Sikkim & Uttarakhand

Assistance for reconstruction and rehabilitation in Himachal
Pradesh




Priorities for Viksit Bharat

Infrastructure

Bab (17

Development of Vishnupad Temple Corridor and Mahabodhi
Temple Corridor modelled on Kashi Vishwanath Temple Corridor

Comprehensive development initiative for Rajgir will be
undertaken which holds religious significance for Hindus, Buddhists
and Jains.

The development of Nalanda as a tourist centre besides reviving
Nalanda University to its glorious stature.

Assistance to development of Odisha’s scenic beauty, temples,
monuments, craftsmanship, wildlife sanctuaries, natural landscapes
and pristine beaches making it an ultimate tourism destination.



K

Innovation, Research & Development

NITT

Operationalization of the Anusandhan National Research
Fund for basic research and prototype development.

Private sector-driven research and innovation at

commercial scale with a financing pool of 1 lakh crore

Space Economy: A venture capital fund of
X1,000 crore is to be set up

(8



NPS Vatsalya: A plan for contribution by parents and guardians for minors.

Improvement of data governance, collection, processing and management of data
and statistics.

New Pension Scheme (NPS): A solution that address the relevant issues, protects
the common citizen and maintains fiscal prudence will be formed.

10



Expansionary PMI Index

Decline in Gross NPAs of SCBs
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Changes in Custom Duty

Beneficiaries

Fully exempt 3 more cancer medicines Affordable medicines

from custom duties

Reduce BCD to 15% on Mobile phone,

Mobile PCBA and charger Mobile industry

Reduce custom duty on gold and silver to

6% and platinum to 6.4% Domestic value addition

Enhance competitiveness
1n marine exports

Exempted more capital goods for Support energy
manufacturing of solar cells & panels transition

Reduce BCD on shrimp and fish feed to 5%

Fully exempt custom duties on 25 critical
minerals

Boost to strategic sectors
12




: Simplifying New Tax Regime
Savings

llptO 20%
17,500 15%
10%
(TRX 5% .
= ]
’ ﬁ
0- %3 lakh X3- X7 lakh X7-10 lakh %10- %12 lakh > 15 lakh

Standard Deduction for salaried employees increased from
50,000 to 75,000

Deduction on family pension for pensioners increased from
15,000 to 25,000




Expenditure of Major Items

" IT and Telecom
m%m Health
afififa

;
Z3AVAL N nergy
(L o)

Ao

m .
o”a Social Welfare
Oo\.
N
S Commerce & Industry

©=0-0-0

in T Crore

1,25,638

1,16,342

89,287

68,769

56,501

47,559




Allocation to Major Schemes (in X crore)

Research and Development Projects
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
‘ )

2024-25(BE)

60,000

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

2023-24(BE) 2024-25(BE)

PLI for Pharmaceutical Industry

-

2024-25(BE)

Nuclear Power Projects

I |

|

. i
' |
| I
' I
' I
' ]

2023-24(BE) 2024-25(BE)
|

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

|
|
|
|
|
I
|
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oY

2024-25(BE)

Direct Benefit Transfer- LPG Lines of Credit under IDEA Scheme

‘ (A}
%
o

Development of Semiconductors and
Display Manufacturing

o ——————

il

2024-25(BE)

2024-25(BE)




With X2.55 lakh cr.
outlay, Railways
to prioritise safety

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

The Railway Ministry has
received a record alloca-
tion of over %2.55 lakh
crore in the financial year
2024-25, a jump of 4.9%
from the previous year’s
%2.43 lakh crore, show Un-
ion Budget documents.
The outlay for capital
expenditure includes 32.52
lakh crore from general re-
venues, 3200 crore from
the Nirbhaya Fund, 33,000
crore from internal re-
sources and 10,000 crore
from extra-budgetary re-
sources, bringing it up to
%2.55 lakh crore. This
amount will be spent on as-
sets, acquisitions, con-
struction and replace-
ment, the Budget says.

Union Minister
says priority will
be on comfort and
increasing capacity
and infrastructure

gone up a bit to 98.22%.
He said the priority of
the Railways would be safe-
ty, comfort, and increase
in capacity and infrastruc-
ture. Having received ap-
provals for Kavach 4.0, the
pace of installation of the
automatic train protection
system would be rapid.
“Kavach consists of mul-
tiple components like
hardware, software, opti-
cal fibre. And India has a
diverse network of Railway
systems, so the challenge is
to combine all networks

In 2014, only
35,000 crore was
spent towards capi-
tal expenditure on
the Railways.
“Compared with
that, current Bud-
get estimates are a record
allocation for capital ex-
penditure for Railways.
And a majority of this fund
will be spent on ensuring
safety works,” Union Rail-
ways Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said.

The operating ratio, or
the rupees spent to earn
every hundred rupees, of
the Railways for the finan-
cial year 2022-23 stood at
98.1%. In the Budget Esti-
mates of 2024-25, this has

for deployment of
Kavach,” he said.
He said there
was a major focus
on generating em-
ployment in the
Railways and
38,000t040,000 new jobs
were being created. “In the
first two terms of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, up
to five lakh jobs were creat-
ed,” he said. There would
be focus on new projects,
connectivity with Kashmir,
and connecting all capitals
of the northeastern States.
The thrust would be on
procuring new rolling
stock, developing Vande
Bharat and Amrit Bharat
trains and Vande Metro.



Nepal, Sri Lanka, Seychelles

secure more funds under
Budget allocation for MEA

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India-funded projects in
the neighbourhood re-
ceived the bulk of the allo-
cation for the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) in
the Union Budget.

Nepal secured an alloca-
tion of 700 crore, which is
a jump of %150 crore from
the previous year’s alloca-
tion of ¥550 crore. Sri Lan-
ka received 3245 crore, an
improvement of I95 crore
over last year’s funding of
%150 crore. The Seychelles,
which had an allocation of
%10 crore, got a boost with
the infusion of T30 crore.

Dip in funding
Bhutan, the largest reci-
pient of the annual alloca-
tion under the MEA, has
seen a dip in funding by
%332.02 crore. Total fund-
ing for Bhutan this year
stands at ¥2,068.56 crore.
Bhutan and India are

1

e
®

Annual allocation: Dips in funding were seen for Myanmar,
Mauritius, Bangladesh, and Mongolia. ANI

close economic partners
and Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri visited Thimphu
last week, when the two
sides cleared 61 projects
amounting to 34,958 crore.

The slight reduction in
the annual allocation the-
refore does not indicate a
reduction in funding for
projects in Bhutan.

Dips in funding were
seen for Myanmar, Mauriti-
us, Bangladesh, and Mon-
golia. Conflict-torn Myan-
mar, which had an
allocation of ¥400 crore

last year, received 250
crore this year. Mauritius,
with an allocation of 3370
crore, has received ¥90.79
crore less than the pre-
vious year. The allocation
for Mongolia, which earlier
received ¥7 crore, has been
scaled down to %5 crore.
Allocation for Bangla-
desh has dropped by 380
crore to %120 crore. Both
Afghanistan and the Mal-
dives, with ¥200 crore and
%400 crore, respectively,
have secured the same al-
location as last year.




Take a look at how long she spoke
for:

2019 - 2 hour 15 mint (135 mins)
2020 - 2 hour 42 mint (162 mins)
2021 - 1 hour 40 mint (100 mins)
2022 - 1 hour 30 mint (90 mins)
2023 - 1 hour 27 mint (87 mins)
2024 - 1 hour 25 mint (85 mins)

Today's speech by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman was the
shortest ever in the five years
(excluding the interim Budget
speech)
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showground:. China tells Japan

-~

China warned Japan that the Taiwan Strait is not 3 “politicst

Meciyama of Japan's Liberal Democratic Party. REUTERS.

TULKAREM

Woman and daughter among five

killed in Israeli raid in West Bank

ADDES ABABA

Search for survivors on after 229

WWASHINGTON
U.S. Secret Service director resigns

people killed in Ethiopia landslip

An tsracli raid in the occupied West Sank on Tuesday killed five.
Enciiimey a Subcaian 551 e sl Wil sis yisaadl sniftacy mic

e " = Hamas

Duri
Tullcacern carp, kracti drores struck and kifled the hoad of Hamas
itary

military wing in Tulkarem, Ashraf Nafea,

the m

searched d
= landslip in a remote ares of scuthern Ethiopia &

their lives 2fter the disaster struck in the Gots Zone oa

esperately for survivors aft
led at least 229

cn Monday. AFe

after Trump assassination attempt

-~

=

RES.Secret Servécm Director Maberfy Cleatis restacd oo Tussd sy,

= cay after

2cknowledging that the
assazsination attempt against Donsid Tr
w®

agency fafed to

rump. She was «“mgﬂu;

the former

ray

e

Hamas and Fatah sign declaration in
Beijing on ending rift amid Gaza war

14 Palestinian factions

ee in the declaration to ‘end division and stre

en’ national unity: the groups also expressed

commitment to the creation of a Palestinian state on lands Israel captured in the 1967 war. according to a joint statement

RAMALLAN

alestintan factions
PP i
signed a declara-

tion in Beljing on ending a
years-long rift, the groups
said on Tuesday. taking a
step Sowand rasotving. &
deep divide which has lin-
gered for years despite re-
peated attempts at unify-

ing the sides.
The two he.
of Palestinian
signed the Beljing Declara-
tion on -ending division
and strengthening Palesti-

Common ground: Wang ¥i, centre, with Fatah's Mahmoud al-Aloul,
left, and Hamas's Mussa Abu Marzuk in Bejing on Tuesday. &~

and Hamas are weighing
backed

nian unity,” to
Chinese state

©CTV, pledging to form a
unity government for the
Palestinian cerritories.

The declaration comes
at a sensitive time. as the
war in Gaza rages on into
its 10¢h month and as Israel

would wind down the war

s
remains in doul

Gaza after the war. It has al-

ed Palestinian Authority to
run Gaza after the fighting
ends.

el's Forefgn Ministe:
lsrael Eaex oty rejected

Hamas role i governing

Tuesday,
smung that no Jotnt gover:

nance between Hamas and
Fatah Gaza will take
place “because Hamas's
rule will be crushed™.

The two rival Palesti

her political
e with Chimese Foreign
Wang ¥i.

would be done “by agree
Tent among the factione

According to the joint
statement, the two groups

Harris wins enough support
to clinch party nomination

WASHINGTON

U.S. Vice-President Kamala

Harris appeared to
clinch her party’s presi-
2t no! on  afte

receiving support from
enough Democratic dele-

Ing talks that siarted on
Sunday, according to a post
on al media platform
Weibo from Chi ™

by th.

ed to the crea- gates on Monday, as she

state a cam-

on lands Israel captured in against Donald
the 1967 war with its Arab | Trump.

The formal nomination

The agreemem slgned | processfor a UsS. presiden-

occurs when

promised to i up on delegates from across the

U.S. gather officially

nerwork CGTN.

China’s growing role
The ment also under-
scores China’s growing role
in West Astan diplomacy,
with success in the restora-
tion of relations between
Saudi Arabia and Iran.

A joint statement issued
after the most recent talks
in Belfing gave no decal

ow when the go-
cermiment: - wrould e
formed. saying only that it

agreements signed in both
201! and 2022,
The understanding in

ship on lhe PLO (Palesune

annln( a nomlnee chosen
during  the

But when President Joe
Biden dropped out of the

Inciide ather factons wiva
have no< joined it~ nclud-
ing Hamas, said Jamal Naz-
zal, a Fatah

came into question.
With the support of a

‘s a long way ahead,
and most of it will be im-
frer a

slew of heavy-
weights. including Mr. Bi-
den h 1f, and

-
HARRIS
s
KAMALA

Well Begun: Kamala Marris has received the suppert of zome of the

Democratic heavy

ic party’s heir apparent,
and delegates began to
their sup;
“Tonight, f am pmud to
secured the broad

ment, after she had salled

past umber of dele-
Eates needed - 1,976 out of
nearly 4,000 — o secure
the D i

reights 2= well 2= massive voters donations. A5

ement, lashed out at
Republican nominee Mr.
Trump on Monday at cam-
paign headquarters in Wil-
mington, Delaware.
she also pledged to fo-

cus on the politically ex-
plosive issue of abortion,
after Mr. Trump praised

Court’s 2022

al ot

al
cease-fire,” he added.

voter Ms_ Harris
<losed in as the Democrat-

during
ingn the coming weeks.
news came after

the
decision to overturn the
long-held federal right to
the procedure.

More than 2,500 held
in Bangladesh over
job quota protests

DHAKA

The number of arrests in
days of violence in Bangla-
desh ssed ¥
mark on Tuesday, after
pasiaa cvats employment

rked wides-
Pread unres.

Ax least 174 people have
died. including several pol-
propr vy

What began as demon-

3

At least 174 have

ing the

admission  quotas  for
sought-after government
Joites axicwtiallod 1sas wreek

rst un-

Sheikh Hasina's tenure.
ew was imposed

and “ooidiers  deployed

ies
Monday for 48 hours, with
its leader saying they had
not wanted reform “at the
expense
blood”.
fended by
hours Fuesday evening,
i e Friday.

Storm is coming

ride through a flocded street in Manila on Tuesday amid heavy
storm. canceBed some drilis in its annual war games a= the typhcon barrelied towards the island AFP

e
I 5 30t 20 Fice M6 wrath.of the

in= brocght about by Typh

rs

woon Gaemni. Tawman,

Lucie Castets
is Left-wing’s
PM candidate
in France

ce France-Presse
PARIS

Lefwing French parties
said on they had
chosen a liele Ionavw con:
nomist as  pr crive
Prime Minister, after but-
ting heads for weeks over a
name since winning snap
elections.

New Popular Front
(NFP) pick Lucie Castets is
an economist and senior

as well as campaigning for

public_services. the al-
lance sald in a statement.
o

Blinken, Wang Yi to meet at ASEAN that
will discuss Myanmar, South China Sea

VIENTIANE

Southeast Aslan Foreign
Ministers gather in Laos
this week for talks on the
disputed South China Sea
and the conflict in

States siated to meet on the
sidelines.

The three-day meeting
of the 10-member Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na

ns (ASEAN) starts in the
capital  Vientane

Wang Yi on the sidelines of
the event at which he will

=

Flash point: The ASEAN grouping. of which Myanmar is 3 member.

iz bedd effo:

~discuss the importance of

ri= to resolve the crisis but has made Stthe progress. A=

Also on the agenda in

iy
law in the South China
Sea", according to the U.S.
State Department.

mar is a member, has led
diplomatic efforts o re-
solve the crisis but
made litle progress.

No junta
Thé junta is from

July 21 hottest
day recorded
globally. says
EU monitor

ence France Presse
PARIS

July 21 was the hottest day
ever

the bloc's top-level meet-
ings over its refusal to ne-
gotlate with its opponents
and s brutal crackdown

has divided
bloc, with lndonesu

he
Thailand has held its
own bilateral talks with the

iy corn b 20

. of which Myan-

is the civil war in
by

well as de-
tained democracy leader

Aung San Suu Kyl

cording to data published
on Tuesday by the EU’s cli-
mate monit

©0.01° C above the previous
record temperature of
17.08 registered on july 6,
2023.

Sri Lanka apologises
for ‘cremation only”
policy during COVID

COLOMBO

Sl Lanka on Tuesday spol-
ogised for enforcing a “cre-
mations only~ policy dur.
ing COVID-19
pandemlc. going against

of

and global bodies — includ-

ed much
pecially 1o Sri Lanka's Atus-
lim community. They were
prohibited from burying

st as well as expert
views that burials were
safe.

Issuing a statement on
Tuesday, the government
said the Cabinet

heir religions betio.

Persistent campaign
According to the official
statement. a tocal of 276

a joint proposal from a
of Ministers “to

tabaya Rajapaksa was in
office. The government cit-
ed two studies it

at that time. despite a per-
sistent campaign from the
™ commenil ch

ders. Some went to the Su-
preme Court in 2020, but
the top court dismissed the

the

sioned later that showed
rying the bodies of CO-
VIDAS: vies

government's decision that
widely seen as un-
dise

ms
of the virus spread-
e clalm that
based their policy decision
The C

administration’s poll 2
which disregarded preva-
lent opinion of scientists

Imran Khan who visited

is]
that month_

—
Rushed proceedings: A total of 276 Muslims were cremated durng
the time of COMID-19 sparking an outcry from the community. AP

Amex




July 21 hottest

day recorded
globally, says
EU monitor

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

July 21 was the hottest day
ever registered globally, ac-
cording to data published
on Tuesday by the EU’s cli-
mate monitor.

The Copernicus Climate
Change Service (C3S) said
the global average surface
air temperature of 17.09° C
on Sunday was the war-
mest in their record books,
which go back to 1940.

The new daily high was
0.01° C above the previous
record temperature of
17.08 registered on July 6,
2023.
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FANBOY MOMENT

Shuttler Satwiksairaj meets

tennis |

end Nadal in Paris

-~

THE DREAWM

Hope our athletes give Ukrainians
moments of jov. says Dobrvnska

Indian shuttier 8. Satwiksairaj had a fanboy moment ahead of the
Pariz Olympecs as he met with legendary Spanish tennis player
Rafael Nadat at the Olympics Village. On Monday, Satwiksairaj

=hared a picture with Nadat

©n his Instagrae story, with him being.

ecstatic about posing “with the best™

-

Usraine's 2008 Olympic

Nataliya ¥

=aid the Pars Games can serve as 2 platfonm to rase awareness
about the war in her country. ~Our sthictes tram and dream of
secing ous flag fly high at the Olympics. to give the people of

Ukraine moments of j

oy 2nd distraction from the war” she ssid.

HOOFSTERS DELIGHT
Saball sisterb thrilled to represent

CUNNING FOR CLORY
French judo star Riner hopes
for another Olvmpic record

-~

-~
Satou and reyara Sabally pian on erjoying. s First OF
in women's baskets: I lowe to share the

Court with her said Setou The sisters helped Gennany reach the

Lot of fun. Is speciat and comes

ing to beat Brazilin = quali
natural on the court™” Nyara said.

ing ewent. “That was a

Otympic judo

two more gold medals in Paris as he attempts to

ALE #2070

Teddy Riner has his sights set ca
become France's

most successful summer Olympian of 3E tme. The 3S-year-old Rirer.
twice a goid medallist in the heavyweight category and a winner of

the mixed team evert, & al.

=0 3 record 11-trne world champson.

Indian pugilists capable of
Ianding medal-winning punches

World champion Nikhat. who has been consistent and won honours in international events for over a vear, will carry that
confidence and form into the ring on Olympic debut: Lovlina has performed better after switching to 75kg two vears ago

PRARIS 2024

medallis

Worids medaitists in the
six-member Indian squad
brightens up the country’s
prospects in the Paris 2024
boxing ring.

After the dismal perfor-

I

e Slhes Preesi, Salsrmis, Lindin, Nikivat, Asmilt, and Nistant have the thlant and skl 1o finish on the podiim, SerowCRAER CFecd

rience as her
of

medallist Davina Michel,
Ireland’s European Games
champion Acife O'Rourke,
two-time Olympic medal
list and Asian Games

China's Li Qlan

=

Anshu, Antim and Sehrawat
have their task cut out

WRESTLING

B, Sarangd

For the first time, women

ver medallist Anshu Malik
(S7ke). Asian silver medal-
Hee Miekia : Daltvm - (SAES

prominent
face in the wrestlers” prot-
gst. has dropped n
0 SOk for her
mus,  Thailand’s = Astan  welterweight = champion hiea Ol)mph:s. A grity
Games sih Thi- r , B
tisan Pan Uzbekis- Kazakhstan's Asian Games face a dual (ha.lle

tan's World champion and
former Olympic champion

Iasa ' Du;n\atov and
World and

nd
(.ama champion unada =

Olympic medallier Saken

Aslan s ampion
Yu. Thafland's two-

time  Worlds

Chuthamat T Co-

ingrst Valencia.
Waorld cham-

Nikhat will have to bank

pion Loviina Borgohain,
the 69kg bronze

some formidable bosxers in

Former
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I0OA ropes in BPCL
as principal sponsor

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Indian Olympic Asso-
ciation (I0A) on Tuesday
named Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited
(BPCL) as its official princi-
pal sponsor for four years,
starting with the Paris
Olympics till the 2028 Los
Angeles Games.

The collaboration bet-
ween BPCL, a Maharatna
company, and IOA will also
encompass the Common-
wealth Games, Asian
Games, Summer Youth
Olympics, Winter Olym-
pics, and Winter Youth
Olympics.

As part of this collabora-
tion, BPCL will launch se-
ries of campaigns designed
to support the Indian con-
tingent heading to Paris.

“We thank BPCL for
partnering with the IOA, as
a principal partner for a
four-year journey starting
from Paris Olympics 2024
and for supporting and be-
lieving in the potential of
Indian athletes,” said IOA

CcM

— O
TEAM INDIA D
oQO Petrosum
‘ Principal Sponuw" : ;

president P.T. Usha in a re-
lease. “This partnership
signifies our shared com-
mitment of nurturing
sporting talent and cultiv-
ating role models for In-
dia.”

BPCL has some top ath-
letes among its employees,
including M.M. Somaya, a
hockey gold medallist in
the 1980 Moscow Olym-
pics, shuttler P.V. Sindhu,
silver and bronze winner at
the 2016 and 2020 Olym-
pics respectively.

Saina Nehwal, who is
currently employed, won
bronze in badminton at the
2012 London Olympics.
Additionally, five men’s
hockey team players from
the Tokyo Olympics
bronze medal-winning side
have also been BPCL em-
ployees.




Demand for Bhil Pradesh



« Recently, the demand for a separate Bhil state, “Bhil Pradesh,” has been gaining
momentum in Rajasthan and neighbouring states.

+ BT & H, TSEYTeT IR IS Tl & Uoh 3crer e o, "Hier ggar &
AT SR 93 ET 2



« Who are Bhills and What are their Demands?

* About Bhills:

« Bhills are considered as one of the oldest tribe in India and identified as one
of the Dravidian racial tribe of Western India belonging to Austroloid group
of tribes.
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They are a cross section of great Munda race and a wild tribe of India and speak a
language (Bhili) of Dravidian origin.

Once they were the ruler in parts of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Malwa, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar.
As per Census 2011, there are 1.7 crore Bhils across the country.
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 Their largest concentration is in Madhya Pradesh at about 60 lakh,
followed by 42 lakh in Gujarat, 41 lakh in Rajasthan and 26 lakh
in Maharashtra.

- Bhills are Hindus by religion and appease deities of forest and evil spirits
beside pujas of Lord Shiva and Durga.
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 Demand of Bhil Pradesh:

« The demand for Bhil Pradesh dates back to 1913 when Govind Giri Banjara,
a tribal activist and social reformer, first called for a separate Bhil state during a
mobilisation at Mangarh Hill.
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« This was followed by a tragic massacre where British forces killed around
1,500 tribals.

« Over the decades, various tribal leaders, including political figures, have
periodically revived this demand.
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« The proposed Bhil Pradesh would cover 49 districts across four contiguous
states including Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra.

 This would involve 12 districts from Rajasthan.
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Reasons for the Demand:

Cultural and Linguistic Homogeneity
Geographic Considerations

Political Marginalisation

Developmental Focus
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Chandra Shekhar Azad Birth
Anniversary



* Recently, the Prime Minister paid tributes to Chandra Shekhar Azad on his birth
anniversary, 23rd July 2024.

* He was a popular Indian leader and revolutionary, who fought valiantly for Indian
independence.

* He was born on 23rd July 1906 in the Alirajpur district of Madhya Pradesh.
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* As a 15-year-old student, joined the Non-Cooperation Movement in December 1921.

* After the suspension of the non-cooperation movement in 1922 by Gandhi, Azad joined
Hindustan Republican Association (HRA).
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 HRA was a revolutionary organization, established in 1924 in Kanpur by Sachindra Nath
Sanyal, Ram Prasad Bismil, and Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee, to organise an armed
revolution to overthrow the colonial government.

* Members were Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad, Sukhdev, Roshan Singh, Ashfaqulla
Khan, and Rajendra Lahiri.
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HRA was later reorganised as the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army (HSRA).

» It was established in 1928 at Feroz Shah Kotla in New Delhi by Chandra Shekhar Azad,
Ashfaqulla Khan, Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar and Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee.

Chandra Shekar Azad was also involved in the conspiracy to blow up Lord Irwin's train in 1929.
He was martyred at Azad Park in Allahabad on 27th February 1931.
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Birth Anniversary of Lokmanya
Tilak



PM Narendra Modi has paid tributes to Lokmanya Tilak on his birth anniversary.

Early Life
Birth: Born on July 23, 1856, in Maharashtra’s Ratnagiri.

He was a freedom fighter, social thinker, philosopher, teacher, one of the first and
strongest advocates of Swaraj (“self-rule”) who had played an important role in India’s
freedom movement.

He organized two important festivals, Ganeshotsav in 1893 and Shiv Jayanti in 1895.
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Literary Work

He launched two weeklies, Kesari (in Marathi) and Mahratta (in English), which criticized British policies of the
time.

He published The Orion or Researches into the Antiquity of the Vedas (1893) and The Arctic Home in the Vedas
(1903).

In the Mandalay jail, he wrote the Srimad Bhagavadgita Rahasya (Secret of the Bhagavadgita), an original
exposition of the most sacred book of the Hindus.
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International Mathematics
Olympiad



A six-member student team from India have secured the country its best performance ever in
the International Mathematical Olympiad (IMO) 2024.

About International Mathematics Olympiad (IMO)

It is the World Championship Mathematics Competition for High School students and is held
annually in a different country.
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e The first IMO was held in 1959 in Romania, with 7 countries participating.
* It has gradually expanded to over 100 countries from 5 continents.

 The IMO Board ensures that the competition takes place each year and that each host
country observes the regulations and traditions of the IMO.
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Ineffable (adjective)

 Definition: Too great or extreme to be expressed or described in words.

* Example Sentence: The beauty of the sunset over the mountains was
ineffable, leaving everyone in silent awe.
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