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• The NITI Aayog (lit. 'Policy Commission'; abbreviation for National 
Institution for Transforming India) serves as the apex public policy 
think tank of the Government of India, and the nodal agency tasked 
with catalyzing economic development, and fostering cooperative 
federalism and moving away from bargaining federalism through the 
involvement of State Governments of India in the economic policy-
making process using a bottom-up approach. 



• Its initiatives include "15-year road map", "7-
year vision, strategy, and action plan", 
AMRUT, Digital India, Atal Innovation 
Mission, Medical Education Reform, 
agriculture reforms (Model Land Leasing 
Law, Reforms of the Agricultural Produce 
Marketing Committee Act, Agricultural 
Marketing and Farmer Friendly Reforms 
Index for ranking states), Indices Measuring 
States’



• Performance in Health, Education and Water Management, Sub-
Group of Chief Ministers on Rationalization of Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes, Sub-Group of Chief Ministers on Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, 
Sub-Group of Chief Ministers on Skill Development, Task Forces on 
Agriculture and up of Poverty, and Transforming India Lecture Series.



• A Governing Council composed of 
Chief Ministers of all the States and 
Union territories with Legislatures 
and lieutenant governors of Union 
Territories (except Delhi and 
Puducherry





1.NITI Aayog is the premier policy think tank of the Government of 
India, providing both directional and policy inputs.

2.It replaced the Planning Commission of India in 2015.

3.The Prime Minister of India is the Chairperson of NITI Aayog.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3





Himachal Pradesh has 
witnessed a reducing snow 

cover over the years (हिमाचल 
प्रदेश में बर्फ  की परत कम िो 

रिी िै).

There is a gradual shift in 
snowfall occurrence from 

winter months to early summer 

months (बर्फ बारी का समय 
सहदफयों से प्रारंभिक गभमफयों की 

ओर बढ़ रिा िै).



Impact on Environment (पर्यावरण पर प्रभयव)

Ecological Concerns (पयररस्थितिक च िंिय)
• Climate variability in the fragile Himalayas is raising concern (नाजुक 
हिमालय में जलवायु पररवतफन चचतंा बढ़ा रिा िै).

• Decrease in snow cover during peak winter months (सहदफयों के चरम मिीनों
में बर्फ  की परत में कमी).



HIMCOSTE Study (HIMCOSTE अध्र्र्न)Conducted by Centre on Climate 
Change of Himachal Pradesh Council for Science Technology-Environment 

(हिमाचल प्रदेश ववज्ञान और प्रौद्योचगकी पररषद के जलवाय ुपररवतफन कें द्र 
द्वारा ककया गया).
Major river basins like Satluj, Ravi, Chenab, and Beas have seen a 
decrease in snow cover by 12.72% in 2023-24 winters compared to 2022-

23 (मखु्य नदी घाहियों जसेै सतलजु, रावी, चनेाब और ब्यास में 2023-24 
की सहदफयों में बर्फ  की परत में 12.72% की कमी).



Early Winter Months (प्रयरिंभभक सर्दार्ों के महीने)October-November 

saw a decrease in snow cover area except Ravi basin (अक्िूबर-नवंबर 
में बर्फ  की परत में कमी देखी गई, भसवाय रावी बेभसन के).

Peak Winter Months ( रम सर्दार्ों के महीने)December-January 

showed a negative trend in snow cover area (हदसंबर-जनवरी में बर्फ
की परत में नकारात्मक रुझान हदखा).



Late Winter Months (देर सर्दार्ों के महीने)
• February-March showed an increase in snow cover area (र्रवरी-माचफ में बर्फ  
की परत में वदृ्चि देखी गई).

Early Summer Months (प्रयरिंभभक गभमार्ों के महीने)
• April saw an increase in snow cover due to fresh snowfall in higher mountain 

reaches (अप्रैल में ऊंचे पवफतीय क्षेत्रों में नई बर्फ बारी के कारण बर्फ  की परत में 
वदृ्चि देखी गई).







• Cryosphere is an all-encompassing term that refers to that part of the 
Earth’s surface where water is in solid form, including sea ice, frozen 
lake, frozen river, snow cover, glaciers, polar ice caps, ice sheets, and 
permafrost.



• Importance of Glaciers

• Source of freshwater: Glaciers hold three fourth of the world’s freshwater supply. 
Water from glaciers sustains large population across the globe.

• Increase albedo: Glacial regions reflect sunrays, thereby reducing temperatures 
of cryosphere. This prevents ice from melting.

• Hydropower generation: Freshwater from glaciers is responsible for giving rise to 
rapidly flowing rivers that can be harnessed to generate hydropower.

• Irrigation: Water from glaciers has been used to irrigate crops in high elevation 
regions of the world, especially in Ladakh.

• Sea water rise: The key to keep sea levels constant is by preventing melting of 
glacial ice. 



• Important Glaciers in India

• Siachen glacier: Located near Karakoram rage. It feeds the Nubra River, which 
ultimately joins Indus.

• Gangotri glacier: Located in Garhwal Himalayas, the glacier is the source of 
Bhagirathi River, which is the mother stream of the Ganges.

• Zemu glacier: Located near Kanchenjunga Mountain. It feeds the Teesta River.

• Milam glacier: It is located in Kumaon Himalayas. It feeds the Goriganga, which is 
a tributary of Kali River.

• Bara Shigri glacier: It is located in Pir Panjal Range. It feeds the Chandra River, 
which is one part of Chandrabhaga River (Chenab).



• Bara Shigri glacier: It is located in Pir Panjal Range. It feeds the 
Chandra River, which is one part of Chandrabhaga River (Chenab).

• Biafo Gyang glacier: Located in Karakoram Range of Gilgit-Baltistan, 
this glacier gives rise to Shigar River, which is a tributary of Indus.

• Pindari glacier: It is south of Nanda Devi Peak. It feeds the Pindar 
River, which ultimately joins the Ganges.

• Machoi glacier: Located in Ladakh, it is a source for rivers such as Sind 
and Dras, which flow into the Indus.



• Glaciers in News

• Thwaites glacier (Doomsday glacier): Antarctica

• Chorabari glacier: Mandakini river basin, Uttarakhand

• Lambert glacier: Antarctica

• Vatnajökull Glacier: Iceland

• Mendenhall glacier: Alaska.



• Consider the following statements regarding the snowfall pattern shift in Himachal 
Pradesh:

1.Himachal Pradesh has witnessed a reducing snow cover over the years.

2.The peak winter months of December-January have shown an increase in the snow cover 
area.

3.The study by HIMCOSTE revealed that all major river basins in Himachal Pradesh have 
witnessed a decrease in snow cover by 12.72% in 2023-24 winters compared to 2022-23.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3













• International Space Station (अिंिरयाष्ट्रीर् अिंिररक्ष थटेशन)One of the 
four astronauts undergoing training for the Gaganyaan mission will 
travel to the ISS as part of a collaborative effort with NASA (गगनयान 
भमशन के चार अतंररक्ष यात्रत्रयों में से एक NASA के साथ सियोगात्मक 
प्रयास के हिस्से के रूप में ISS की यात्रा करेगा).

• ISRO has signed a space flight agreement with Axiom Space for the 
joint mission to the ISS (ISRO ने Axiom Space के साथ ISS के संयुक्त 
भमशन के भलए अतंररक्ष उडान समझौते पर िस्ताक्षर ककए िैं).



• Astronaut Selection (अिंिररक्ष र्यत्री  र्न)Four astronauts were 
selected from test pilots of the Indian Air Force (िारतीय वायुसेना के
परीक्षण पायलिों से चार अंतररक्ष यात्रत्रयों का चयन ककया गया).

• Training Locations (प्रभशक्षण थिल)Basic spaceflight training in Russia 
(रूस में बुननयादी अतंररक्ष उडान प्रभशक्षण).

• Current training at ISRO's Astronauts Training Facility (ATF) in 
Bengaluru (वतफमान में बेंगलुरु में ISRO के अतंररक्ष यात्री प्रभशक्षण 
सुवविा (ATF) में प्रभशक्षण).



• Consider the following statements regarding the Gaganyaan mission:

1.One of the four astronauts undergoing training for the Gaganyaan mission will travel to 
the International Space Station as part of a collaborative effort with NASA.

2.ISRO has signed a space flight agreement with NASA for the joint mission to the ISS.

3.The ground testing of propulsion systems stages towards human rating of the launch 
vehicle has been completed.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3
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• It will be constructed in Delhi’s North and South Blocks. It would 
contain 950 rooms distributed over a basement and three stories, 
covering a 1.17 lakh square metre space. 

• The eight sections will cover ancient Indian knowledge, the mediaeval 
era, the transitional period between the mediaeval and modern eras, 
modern India, colonial control, the freedom movement, and the 100 
years starting in 1947.



• The foundation stone of the existing Yuge Yugeen Bharat National 
Museum building was laid by India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal 
Nehru, on May 12, 1955. 

• The Kartavya Path, formerly known as Rajpath, is a ceremonial axis 
stretching from India Gate to Raisina Hill. 

• With the completion of the Yuge Yugeen Bharat National Museum, 
India will boast an extraordinary cultural heritage showcase befitting 
its rich history and traditions.



The current national museum, which is located on 
Janpath, will be replaced with the Yuge Yugeen Bharat 
Museum.

As part of the project, the rich collections from the 
present National Museum building will be transferred 
to the North and South Block buildings, becoming.















• South Africa’s New Climate Change Law (दक्षक्षण अफ्रीकय कय नर्य 
जलवयर्ु पररविान कयनून)

• Key Features (मुख्र् ववशषेियएँ)
• Imposes mandatory curbs on emissions from large, fossil-fuel heavy 

industries (बड,े जीवाश्म-ईंिन आिाररत उद्योगों से उत्सजफन पर अननवायफ 
प्रनतबंि लगाता िै).

• Requires climate-adaptation plans from towns and villages (शिरों और गांवों 
से जलवायु-अनुकूलन योजनाएँ आवश्यक िैं).



• Significance (महत्व)Aims to meet emissions reduction commitments 
under the Paris agreement (पेररस समझौते के तित उत्सजफन में कमी 
की प्रनतबद्िताओ ंको पूरा करने का लक्ष्य).

• South Africa is one of the world’s top 15 GHG emitters, heavily relying 
on coal for electricity generation (दक्षक्षण अफ्रीका दनुनया के शीषफ 15 
GHG उत्सजफकों में से एक िै, जो त्रबजली उत्पादन के भलए कोयले पर 
अत्यचिक ननिफर िै).



2021

Nationally Determined Contributions (राष्ट्रीय रूप से ननिाफररत
योगदान)Submitted first NDC in 2016 and updated in 2021 

(पिला NDC 2016 में और अपडिे 2021 में प्रस्तुत ककया).

2025

Targets 31% reduction and aims for 398-510 MtCO2e by 

2025, and 350-420 MtCO2e by 2030 (31% कमी का लक्ष्यऔर
2025 तक 398-510 MtCO2e और 2030 तक 350-420 MtCO2e 

का लक्ष्य).



• Financial Requirements (ववत्तीर् आवश्र्कियएँ)
• Requires $8 billion per year by 2030 to meet targets (लक्ष्यों को पूरा करने के
भलए 2030 तक प्रनत वषफ $8 त्रबभलयन की आवश्यकता).



• Current Legislation (विामयन कयनून)India does not have a 
comprehensive climate change law (िारत के पास एक व्यापक 
जलवायु पररवतफन कानून निीं िै).

• Various acts like Environmental Protection Act, Forest Conservation 
Act, etc., address climate change issues (पयाफवरण संरक्षण अचिननयम, 
वन संरक्षण अचिननयम, आहद जैसे ववभिन्न अचिननयम जलवायु 
पररवतफन मुद्दों को संबोचित करते िैं).



1. Recent Developments (हयल के ववकयस)
1. Supreme Court ruling on right against adverse effects of climate change (जलवायु 
पररवतफन के प्रनतकूल प्रिावों के खखलार् अचिकार पर सुप्रीम कोिफ का रै्सला).



• Consider the following statements regarding South Africa’s new climate change law:

1.The law imposes mandatory curbs on emissions from large, fossil-fuel heavy industries.

2.It requires climate-adaptation plans from towns and villages.

3.South Africa aims to reduce its GHG emissions by 50% by 2030 under the new law.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3



Jharkhand MLAs 
Disqualified under Anti-
defection Law



• The Jharkhand Assembly Speaker’s Tribunal disqualified two 
legislators under the anti-defection law .

• About Anti-Defection Law

• Background and Need: The defections of legislators during 
the 1960s and 70s from their parent parties created political 
instability in many States, bringing down elected governments.



• Therefore, to ensure the stability of elected 
governments,The 52nd constitutional amendment introduced 
the ‘anti-defection’ law through the Tenth Schedule in 1985.



• Provisions: It disqualifies a 
legislator if they voluntarily give 
up their party membership or 
violate the party whip on voting.
• The law applies to both 

Parliament (Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha) and state legislatures.

• The Speaker or Chairman of the 
House decides on disqualification 
based on petitions filed by other 
members.



• Exceptions: Defections are allowed if one-third of the members 
of a party decide to split and form a new party.

• Legislators can switch parties without disqualification if their 
original party merges with another party.



• Objectives

• Preventing Political 
Instability: By reducing the 
frequency of defections, the law 
has helped in creating more 
stable governments, allowing for 
smoother governance.

•



• Ensuring Accountability: It holds legislators accountable for 
their commitment to the party that elected them, thereby 
reinforcing their responsibility towards the electorate.

• Promoting Party Discipline: By discouraging defections, the 
law helps maintain internal discipline within political parties, 
ensuring cohesive functioning.



• Supreme Court Observations

• The Supreme Court clarified that the anti-defection law applies 
even if a faction splits from a political party and manages to 
cobble up a majority within the party itself.
• This means that a group of legislators, whether in the majority or 

minority, cannot escape the provisions of the Tenth Schedule by 
claiming to belong to the same party.



• The Speaker or Chairperson’s decision is final, it is subject to 
judicial review by the courts, ensuring that the process remains 
fair and just.

•



Impact of Oil Spills on 
Environment



• Recently, the Typhoon Gaemi
has wreaked havoc across 
Taiwan, the Philippines and 
parts of southeastern China, 
resultant heavy rains led to 
the sinking of the oil tanker 
laden with 1.4 million litres of 
oil, in Manila Bay.

•



• Understanding Oil Spills

• Oil spills occur when crude oil or refined petroleum products 
are released into the environment, typically due to accidents 
during transportation, offshore drilling, or tanker mishaps.

• These spills can have both immediate and long-term 
consequences for ecosystems and human communities.



• as their by-products — heavier fuels used by large ships such 
as bunker fuel or oily refuse of any kind.
• Gasoline, for instance, is worse than crude oil because it’s lighter and 

more toxic.

•



• Types of Oil Spills

• Major Incidents: These are more severe and often result from 
pipeline breaks, tanker accidents (sinking or running aground), 
or drilling mishaps. The consequences of major spills can be felt 
for decades.

• Minor Spills: These occur during routine operations, such as 
when oil spills from a ship during refuelling.





Related Environmental Impacts

Marine Life and Habitats:

• Physical Effects: Oil coats the surface of the water, 
reducing sunlight penetration. This disrupts 
photosynthesis and affects marine plants like algae 
and seagrass.



Chemical Effects: Toxic 
components in oil harm fish, 
shellfish, and other aquatic 
organisms. These toxins can 

accumulate in the food chain.

Birds and Mammals: Oil can kill 
surface-dwelling animals and 

birds by poisoning or 
suffocation. It also affects 

buoyancy and natural 
waterproofing, making animals 

vulnerable.



• Coastal and Marine Environments:
• Recovery Time: Coastal and marine ecosystems can take several 

decades to recover from oil pollution. Even after visible signs 
disappear, lingering effects persist.

• Mangroves and Wetlands: These sensitive habitats suffer from oil 
contamination, affecting their ability to support biodiversity.



• Economic Impact:
• Fisheries: Oil spills disrupt fishing 

activities, leading to economic 
losses for coastal communities.

• Tourism: Contaminated beaches 
and water discourage tourism, 
impacting local economies.



• Measures to Address Oil Spills

• Prevention: Strict regulations for oil tankers, pipelines, and 
offshore platforms; Improved safety protocols during oil 
transport and extraction.

• Response and Cleanup: Rapid containment and recovery of 
spilled oil; Use of booms, skimmers, and dispersants; Natural 
processes (such as microbial degradation) play a role in 
breaking down oil.

•



• Control Measures for Oil Spills

• Bioremediation: It refers to the 
use of specific microorganisms to 
remove any toxic or harmful 
substances

• The Energy and Resource 
Institute (TERI) has developed Oil 
Zapper Bacteria which can 
degrade the oil quickly.

•



Oil Booms: They are temporary floating barriers used to contain 
marine spills, protect the environment, and assist in recovery.

Using Dispersants: Dispersal agents are chemicals that are sprayed 
upon the spill with the help of aircraft and boats, which aid the natural 
breakdown of oil components



First Ever ‘Cultural Property 
Agreement’ Between India 
and US



• India and the United States of 
America signed the first ever 
‘Cultural Property Agreement’ to 
prevent and curb the illicit 
trafficking of antiquities from India 
to the USA.



• About Cultural Property Agreement (CPA)

• It was Initiated in 2022 and formalized through diplomatic notes 
and discussions, with support from the NGO ‘Antiquity 
Coalition.’

• It is aligned with the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means 
of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and 
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, to which both 
countries are States party.

•



Gender Equality 
in Sports



• With the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games, history will be 
made as an equal number of men and women compete, marking the 
largest gender-equal sporting event.

•

• As per recently released, UNESCO’s Sport and Gender Equality Game 
Plan

•



• Key Observations:

1.Sexual Abuse: 21% of women athletes and 11% of men 
reported childhood sexual abuse in sports.

2.High Dropout: 49% of girls drop out of sports during 
adolescence, 6 times higher than boys, due to lack of role 
models, safety concerns, lack of confidence, and negative body 
image.



1.Inequality: No women in the 
top 50 highest-paid athletes.

2.Leadership: Only 30% of 
major sports federations were 
chaired by women in 2023.



• Suggested Actions:

1.Use sports media to change attitudes and address gender 
inequalities.

2.Promote gender equality in sports leadership and decision-
making.

3.Develop gender-responsive infrastructure and budgeting.

4.End all forms of gender-based violence in sports.

•



Omnibus (समग्र):

• Meaning: Comprising several items.

• Sentence: India does not have an 
omnibus legislation on climate change.







Thank you 
guys.


