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represent
iz

With National Handloom Day
approaching, and in light of Team
india’s Olympic outfits attracting flak,
designers weigh in on the challenges

of creating ceremonial uniforms Akhilesh vows to

cancel Agnipath
scheme

Manu makes it to
the medal round
in 10m air pistol

Venezuela’s Maduro
stares at mounting
challenges
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Saturday, killing at least 30
people, several children among

GUWARATE
Tousism in 2y took =
it on Friday sfter members of
Meghalaya's Hynniewtren
restional Youth tion,

KOLKATA
The reational Liberation
Front on Saturday gave an
witimatum to the BJP to settie
Eisises of Gurkhed inchicing
the creation of 3

State, by A s, 2025, The cat

that north Bengal be inchuded
in the regicn. » PAGE S

At NITI meet, PM calls for States’ participation

Narendra M

the Governi

cil

of the NIT1

is the ambition of all Indians and that States can

chai Counci
an active role in achieving this: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, the only Oppaosition leader to attend the meeting. walks out saying she was not allowed' to speak

NEW DELHI

olitical fault lines
that emerged after
the Lok Sabha elec-

position bloc o attend the
meeting, storming out say-
ing she was “not allowed™

leﬁ the

nisler Narendra !\lodl ﬂ‘d

speech that the
Gream of & -vikstt Bharat
2047 (developed India)
can achiev only
through the combined ef-

forts of all States.
“viksit Bharat 2047 is

riee said she

came out ~boycotting the
meeting™.

“Chandrababu _ Naidu

(Andhirs Pradesls Chiief M-

nister) given 20
nutes to spe-\k The Cnier
iniste: Goa,
spoke l‘w 10
12 minutes. |
stopped from spﬂhng ar-
ter just five minutes. This s
unfair. From the Opposi-

Wiay forwards Prime Minister Narendra Mod

<hairs the 9th NIT)

Azyoz Governing Council mesting in New Delhi on Saturday. AN

ton side. | was the only
here_ 1 attended the

mool chief told the media.
y have stopped ail

welfare projecss for Bengal
nd depr!

subsidy. We are deprived
of funds worth 2171

PIB Fact check unit posted
on X that the claim was

on Saturday ssid the country
first needs domestic
irestments. » PAGE 4

Qiately afver 1 said this, the

was switched off.” she
said.

government it

back Quitkly. The ofcial

. “The clock
only showed that her
speal time was ower.

every Chief Minister was gi-
ven the allotted time and

fore every table.

“Unfortunate claim®
+ 502 ] o the pripithn thins

was turmed off.
That s completely false.
1ts unfortunate that the
Chief Minister of West Ben-

switched off, which Is not

true. She should speak the

were ahsent BV.R. Sub-

CEO of NITI

Aa)og oold the media. All

iion-ruled States ex-

cept West Bengal were
absent.

He said the agenda for
the meetng was ‘Viksit
Bharat’ and Prime Minister
Modi observed that the vi-
sion of developed India
can be re: -
veloped States and that the
aspiration should
the grassroocs level.

Shoring up
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Pew bridge with single railway fine will replace the old Pamban rail bridge bult in 1914, L BaLACHANDY

Soldier, Pak. infiltrator killed
near LoC in J&K’s Kupwara

Army sol
infiltrator

Kashmir's Kupwara diseri

on Saturday morning.
spokesperson

said a group of two to three

T
bad weather and

of poor
yisibility along the LoC in

and “fired
o fomant Army post

fire, one Pakistani intruder
was B am-

of 1
Kupwars in north Kashenis on Sa

munition and  war-like
stores were recovered. The
identity and affiliation of
the Pakistani national is be-
Ing ascertained.” the Army

'l'he deceased soldier

personnet during an operation in

urdary. SPECWL ARRANGEMENT

Mohit Rathour. “Chinar
Warriors salute his im-

i the bereaved family”
the Army sasd. Another sol-
dier who was injured is
st

Environmentalists alarmed as Himachal
witnesses gradual snowfall pattern shift

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

Himachal Pradesh has not

tern from winter months

towards early summer
months, raising concern
surrounding climate varia-

bility In the ecologically
fragile Himalayas.

mmber and January is es-

worrisome and
Errning 2o i could affect
the water availability dur-
ing summer as the snow
that occurs durin
peak winters sustains for a
long time and enhances

Alarming sigms: The decrease in the snow cover during December
20d Jaruary could sffect the water availabiity during summer. 5T

during summer.

thar all the major river ba-

the
ty of the major river basins
cm @
x

Satluj,
lh.e Ravi, the Lhaﬂb and

the Beas in Himachal Pra-
desh have withessed an ov-
erall decrease of 12.72% in
area under snow in 2023-
24 winters in comparison
o 202223

The study conducted
using Advanced Wide Field
Sensor (AWIFS) satellite da-
ta, also points out thas dus-

ing 202324, the early win-
ter mon:

October-November
characterised by a

increase in the area under
snow in October.

trend
similarly. the peak winter
Of Dy

Modi likely to visit Ukraine on August 23,
modalities being worked out, say officials

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

s under way for a

what would he his firse erip
to the war-torn country, of-
ficial and dlplonuuc sotre-
es krainitan

mon:

- No:
bly, during the late winter
months of February and
March, the trend was posi-
tive with an increase in the
area under snow in all ba-
st

year.

In fact, during April the
Snow cover area Increase
duse to fresh snowfall in the
early summer on higher
mountain reaches in all the
bastns.

Ze-
lenskyy had reacted sharp-

reign

Warm relatios

me Minister Narendra Modi and Ukraine's

President Volodyrmyr Zelermbkyy. FILEFHITD.

Dtﬁclals from the Minis-

f External Affairs de-

Gined to Somerient on.tha
proposed visit

Diplomatic sources said

that is confirmed
at present”.

the great interest

about the wisie™

Ukraine, the spokesperson
of the Ukraine Embassy in

India yr Prytula
said that at this stage, there

‘will be “no additional in-
formation™ on the issue.
“When we have the official
information to share, 1 will

of the Prime Minister to

1y, he said in response to

L the matter.
about the im-
ikt come. after
of

Mr. s visit to Russia
on July 8 and 9 that coin-
cided with a major Russian
missile attack against Uk-

rainian targess, incuding a
children's hospital in Kyiv.

Damage control
Senior U.S. officials, includ-

eral steps to lmit the dam-
age from the visit, engag-
ing  several _ Western
diplomats on the issue,
and even indicating that a
visit by Mr. Modi to Kylv
could be on the cards.
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At NITI meet, PM calls for States’ participation

Narendra Modi, chairing the Governing Council meeting of the NITI Aayog, says ‘Viksit Bharat 2047, or developed India, is the ambition of all Indians and that States can play

an active role in achieving this; West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, the only Opposition leader to attend the meeting, walks out saying she was ‘not allowed’ to speak

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

olitical fault lines
P that emerged after

the Lok Sabha elec-
tion deepened in the first
NITI Aayog Governing
Council meeting on Satur-
day with West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
the lone leader of the Op-
position bloc to attend the
meeting, storming out say-
ing she was “not allowed”
to speak.

Ms. Banerjee left the
meeting even as Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said
in his speech that the
dream of a ‘Viksit Bharat
2047’ (developed India)
can be achieved only
through the combined ef-

forts of all States.

“Viksit Bharat 2047 is
the ambition of every In-
dian. States can play an ac-
tive role in achieving this
aim as they are directly
connected with the peo-
ple,” the Prime Minister,
who chaired the ninth Go-
verning Council meeting of
the body, said.

Ms. Banerjee said she
came out “boycotting the

meeting”.
“Chandrababu Naidu
(Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-

nister) was given 20 mi-
nutes to speak. The Chief
Ministers of Assam, Goa,
Chhattisgarh spoke for 10
to 12 minutes. I was
stopped from speaking af-
ter just five minutes. This is
unfair. From the Opposi-

LA IS

Way forward: Prime Minister Narendra Modi chairs the 9th NITI
Aayog Governing Council meeting in New Delhi on Saturday. ANI

tion side, I was the only
one here. I attended the
meeting because coopera-
tive federalism should be
strengthened,” the Trina-
mool chief told the media.

“They have stopped all

welfare projects for Bengal
and deprived the State of
its rightful Awas Yojana
and rural roads scheme.
They also stopped the food
subsidy. We are deprived
of funds worth %1.71 lakh

Congress seeks
more domestic
investments

NEW DELHI

Targeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over his NITI
Aayog speech that focussed on
getting more international
investments, the Congress

on Saturday said the country
first needs domestic
investments. » PAGE 4

crore. This Budget has
nothing but zero. Imme-
diately after I said this, the
mic was switched off,” she
said.

The government hit
back quickly. The official

PIB Fact check unit posted
on X that the claim was
“misleading”. “The clock
only showed that her
speaking time was over.
Even the bell was not rung
to mark it,” it said.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
every Chief Minister was gi-
ven the allotted time and
that was displayed on the
screen which was kept be-
fore every table.

‘Unfortunate claim’

“She said in the media that
her mic was turned off.
That is completely false.
It’s unfortunate that the
Chief Minister of West Ben-
gal Mamata Banerjee has
claimed that her mic was
switched off, which is not

true. She should speak the
truth behind this rather
than again build a narra-
tive based on falsehood,”
Ms. Sitharaman said.

The meeting was attend-
ed by representatives of 26
States and Union Territo-
ries and those from 10
were absent, B.V.R. Sub-
rahmanyam, CEO of NITI
Aayog, told the media. All
Opposition-ruled States ex-
cept West Bengal were
absent.

He said the agenda for
the meeting was ‘Viksit
Bharat’ and Prime Minister
Modi observed that the vi-
sion of developed India
can be realised through de-
veloped States and that the
aspiration should reach
the grassroots level.



NITI Aayog

Government Agency overview

Formed

Preceding
Government
Agency

Jurisdiction
Headquarters
Annual budget

Government
Agency
executives

Parent
Government
Agency

1 January 2015; 9 years
ago

Planning Commission

Government of India
New Delhi

?400.65 crores (US$48+

million) (2020-21)!"]

including Ministry of

Planning

Narendra Modi,
Chairperson

Suman Bery, Vice
Chairperson

B. V. R. Subrahmanyam,
CEO

Ministry of Planning




* The NITI Aayog (lit. 'Policy Commission'; abbreviation for National
Institution for Transforming India) serves as the apex public policy
think tank of the Government of India, and the nodal agency tasked
with catalyzing economic development, and fostering cooperative
federalism and moving away from bargaining federalism through the
involvement of State Governments of India in the economic policy-
making process using a bottom-up approach.



* Its initiatives include "15-year road map", "7-
year vision, strategy, and action plan”,
AMRUT, Digital India, Atal Innovation
Mission, Medical Education Reform,
agriculture reforms (Model Land Leasing
Law, Reforms of the Agricultural Produce
Marketing Committee Act, Agricultural
Marketing and Farmer Friendly Reforms

Index for ranking states), Indices Measuring
States’ '

/
7




* Performance in Health, Education and Water Management, Sub-
Group of Chief Ministers on Rationalization of Centrally Sponsored
Schemes, Sub-Group of Chief Ministers on Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Sub-Group of Chief Ministers on Skill Development, Task Forces on
Agriculture and up of Poverty, and Transforming India Lecture Series.



* A Governing Council composed of
Chief Ministers of all the States and
Union territories with Legislatures
and lieutenant governors of Union
Territories (except Delhi and
Puducherry




» Vice Chairperson: Suman Bery.

« Ex-Officio Members: Amit Shah, Rajnath Singh, Nirmala Sitaraman and Arjun Munda.[?1]

« Special Invitees: Nitin Gadkari, Piyush Goyal, Virendra Kumar, Ashwini Vaishnaw and Rao Inderiit Singh.[21!

« Full-time Members: V. K. Saraswat (former DRDO Chief), Ramesh Chand (Agriculture Expert)/22! and V. K. Paul (Public
Health expert),[23! Arvind Virmani (Economist).

« Chief Executive Officer (CEO): B. V. R. Subrahmanyam![24!

« Governing Council: All Chief Ministers of States (including Delhi and Puducherry), Lieutenant Governors of all other UTs[?°!



1.NITI Aayog is the premier policy think tank of the Government of
India, providing both directional and policy inputs.

2.1t replaced the Planning Commission of India in 2015.
3.The Prime Minister of India is the Chairperson of NITI Aayog.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

*a)lonly
b) 1and 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2and3



Environmentalists alarmed as Himachal
witnesses gradual snowtfall pattern shift

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

Himachal Pradesh has not
only witnessed a reducing
snow cover over the years,
but also a gradual shift in
snowfall occurrence pat-
tern from winter months
towards early summer
months, raising concern
surrounding climate varia-
bility in the ecologically
fragile Himalayas.

The decrease in the
snow cover during the
peak winter months of De-
cember and January is es-
pecially worrisome and
alarming as it could affect
the water availability dur-
ing summer as the snow
that occurs during these
peak winters sustains for a
long time and enhances
the discharge dependabili-
ty of the major river basins

CM

Alarming signs: The decrease in the snow cover during December
and January could affect the water availability during summer. PTI

during summer.

A study conducted by
the Centre on Climate
Change of Himachal Pra-
desh Council for Science
Technology-Environment
(HIMCOSTE) has revealed
that all the major river ba-
sins including the Satluj,
the Ravi, the Chenab and

the Beas in Himachal Pra-
desh have witnessed an ov-
erall decrease of 12.72% in
area under snow in 2023-
24 winters in comparison
to 2022-23.

The study conducted
using Advanced Wide Field
Sensor (AWiFS) satellite da-
ta, also points out that dur-

ing 2023-24, the early win-
ter months of
October-November were
characterised by a de-
crease in snow cover area
except the Ravi basin,
which showed a marginal
increase in the area under
snow in October.

Negative trend

Similarly, the peak winter
months of December-Janu-
ary saw a negative trend in
the area under snow. Nota-
bly, during the late winter
months of February and
March, the trend was posi-
tive with an increase in the
area under snow in all ba-
sins against last year.

In fact, during April the
snow cover area increased
due to fresh snowfall in the
early summer on higher
mountain reaches in all the
basins.




Himachal Pradesh has
witnessed a reducing snow

cover over the years (ﬁﬂﬁlﬁ
e H 6 f WT 7 @

Tl &)

/

There is a gradual shift in
snowfall occurrence from

winter months to early summer

months (aﬁv_sl'lff ol HHI
arear ¥ IRfAes afFar $r
3R §¢ IET B).

/




Ecological Concerns (qTRTEITa+ ﬁl:FIT)

e Climate variability in the fragile Himalayas is raising concern (o_-ﬂTfIfF

feATerT & STorary aRdds fIdr ser T 8).

e Decrease in snow cover during peak winter months (aﬁ?ﬁ & TIH HﬁT—I’f

H T HT Wd H FHa).

Impact on Environment (‘F-I‘IETUT QT 9H1A)




HIMCOSTE Study (HIMCOSTE 3T€d3Ye)Conducted by Centre on Climate
Change of Himachal Pradesh Council for Science Technology-Environment

(feATaer geer faemet 3R dieAfEh aRvg & Sterary aRade &g
cdrRT feham arm).

Major river basins like Satluj, Ravi, Chenab, and Beas have seen a
decrease in snow cover by 12.72% in 2023-24 winters compared to 2022-

23 (AT 4T TIfedAl S Hdlelol, !, I 3R I & 2023-24
7 gicar & 9% T 9ad H 12.72% i ).




Early Winter Months (YRf®& @féal & Halel)October-November

saw a decrease in snow cover area except Ravi basin (3-|c|*c;,\cli-o-lci®|{

H d6 o Wd & AT ¢d 318, {arg [ar 9f8T &).

Peak Winter Months (I3 dfeal & HgleT)December-January
showed a negative trend in snow cover area (m-do-lcla H d%

I T H sThRIcHS ST TGEn).




Late Winter Months (X Tféal & HAgeT)

e February-March showed an increase in snow cover area (Wﬂ-ﬂ'ﬁff H d%h

T WA A gefar <l T5).

Early Summer Months (Fﬂiﬁﬁ? afdaT & iFI?Iﬁ')

e April saw an increase in snow cover due to fresh snowfall in higher mountain

reaches (34T & 3 99T &A1 H A5 dhaRT & SRUT g% Hl IWd H
e g 7).









* Cryosphere is an all-encompassing term that refers to that part of the
Earth’s surface where water is in solid form, including sea ice, frozen
lake, frozen river, snow cover, glaciers, polar ice caps, ice sheets, and
permafrost.



Importance of Glaciers

Source of freshwater: Glaciers hold three fourth of the world’s freshwater supply.
Water from glaciers sustains large population across the globe.

Increase albedo: Glacial regions reflect sunrays, thereby reducing temperatures
of cryosphere. This prevents ice from melting.

Hydropower generation: Freshwater from glaciers is responsible for giving rise to
rapidly flowing rivers that can be harnessed to generate hydropower.

Irrigation: Water from glaciers has been used to irrigate crops in high elevation
regions of the world, especially in Ladakh.

Sea water rise: The key to keep sea levels constant is by preventing melting of
glacial ice.



Important Glaciers in India

Siachen glacier: Located near Karakoram rage. It feeds the Nubra River, which
ultimately joins Indus.

Gangotri glacier: Located in Garhwal Himalayas, the glacier is the source of
Bhagirathi River, which is the mother stream of the Ganges.

Zemu glacier: Located near Kanchenjunga Mountain. It feeds the Teesta River.

Milam glacier: It is located in Kumaon Himalayas. It feeds the Goriganga, which is
a tributary of Kali River.

Bara Shigri glacier: It is located in Pir Panjal Range. It feeds the Chandra River,
which is one part of Chandrabhaga River (Chenab).



* Bara Shigri glacier: It is located in Pir Panjal Range. It feeds the
Chandra River, which is one part of Chandrabhaga River (Chenab).

e Biafo Gyang glacier: Located in Karakoram Range of Gilgit-Baltistan,
this glacier gives rise to Shigar River, which is a tributary of Indus.

* Pindari glacier: It is south of Nanda Devi Peak. It feeds the Pindar
River, which ultimately joins the Ganges.

* Machoi glacier: Located in Ladakh, it is a source for rivers such as Sind
and Dras, which flow into the Indus.



* Glaciers in News

* Thwaites glacier (Doomsday glacier): Antarctica

* Chorabari glacier: Mandakini river basin, Uttarakhand
e Lambert glacier: Antarctica

 VVatnajokull Glacier: Iceland

 Mendenhall glacier: Alaska.



* Consider the following statements regarding the snowfall pattern shift in Himachal
Pradesh:

1.Himachal Pradesh has witnessed a reducing snow cover over the years.

2.The peak winter months of December-January have shown an increase in the snow cover
area.

3.The study by HIMCOSTE revealed that all major river basins in Himachal Pradesh have
witnessed a decrease in snow cover by 12.72% in 2023-24 winters compared to 2022-23.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Myanmar PM,
Doval discuss
stability of

border region

NAYPYIDAW

Myanmar Prime Minister
Senior General Min Aung

mar to lead the Indian de-
legation at the 4th amuul

Meghalaya groups

turn away

vehicles from outside State

‘luumm :ndustrvhl hoteliers claim 30%

d private,
GUWAHATL
ourism in Megha-
Laya took a hit after
a pressure group
Assam-re

gl vehicles from strategic
locations leading

o popu-
meeting of the secur Lar touris (spo\snnmdz)
chlefs of the Bay of Bengal Members of Megha-
layas
Economic | al - vouth . Federation

Technical and

Cooperation (BIMSTEC).
Hlaing, the Chair-

man of the State Adminis-

GIYNF), a pressure group.
gan  stopping wvehicles

‘exchange.
views on ﬁ'lend‘y ties and
cooperation between the
iwo. natione, the polirical
progress anma

Preparations to hod a frec
and fair multiparty demo.
crasic ton. and
Teasures for forging peace
and stability in the border

resion. Global New
Adyanmar. a go-
vernmenc-cwned = new-
spaper reported.
Myanmar o

forge pence and scability n

of booki as the pi

Students’ Union had eastier this month set up thy

&= ry entry

shillong Hotels pl'esl‘ie ac
sasd. He also said members
SF the federstlon. and all
other

FThe incident led to a
30% drop in hotel accom-
Fri-

tourism ind polo
gised to the !ouﬂsls for the

ordeal they o under-
0, and assared them that
such incidents would not

ceived to be ann-ou(sld.ers

the paper on

The two nations share a | day and about 35% today
1.643-km-ong border B we
which Miz- | feared it would go down by
oram., So%.  Th the

checking of vehicles was

sory by the rited Seaben
s citizens to avoid tra-
\elllng to Meghalaya, be-

“outsiders’ Fac

sides Manipur in  the
It took
to build the tourism

ps target

grou,
cial vehicles; the police put an end to the activities and arrest 10

own ‘inner line permit” check

Prestone ng,
ghalaya’s Deputy Chief
Minister also in 3

ment by surprise by going
berser

G

yaan astronaut

to travel to ISS in
mission with NASA

NEW DELHE

One of the four astronauts

undergoing training for the
Gaganyaan mission will
wravel to the International
Space Station as part of a
collaborative effort with
nion Minister Ji-

fied Axi

entity, while the TR 1 had

signed a space

ment wn.h e .S, B for
mission to the In-

termational Space Statlon

ass)

).
During Prime Minister
Narendra Modf's visit to
ULS. last year, Presiden:
Jos Biden annoanced that
India and the U.S. were col-
laborating to send an In-
dian astronaut to the ISS in
2024
India’s Astronaut Sel
tion Board had picked o
astronawts from the group,
of test pilots from the In-
dian Air Force for the Gaga-
nyaan mission, Indias first

manned space mission
The actions of the pres- | pi. to take place next
sure groups are related to | year. -All four astronauts
the o d o have training
the - | ona basic mo-
Safery and Security Act | dule in Russia. Currently,

llne pum t. which
deemea protective shields
for

ing at the ISROS As.
tronauts Training Facility

ties against owtsiders.

CATF) in for the
Gagamn Mission,” Mr.

Singh said.

The Minister said two
out of three semesters of
the Gaganyatri

programme
completed while indepen-
dent training simulators
and static mock-up simula-
tors have been realised.

Mission update

Sharing an update on the
Gaganyaan mission, Mr.
Singh satd grm.lnd testing
of propulsion ms stag-
o intluding sotid, Tquid
and cryogenic, towards hu-
man rating oa‘ mg launch
vehicle has

14% of Indians
signed up on
DigiL.ocker;
most in Delhi

NEW DELHI

Delhi has the highest pro.
portion of Aadhaar-

DigiLocker slg‘b-ups oy
dia, with an ted
29.38% of the population
signed up on the service,

digitally and store and re-

ed. Design o peatieton
five types of crew escape

docu-

s s Bl e
amination rtificates,

college degrees, vehicle re-

s)s(em solid motors has
he

D e Unioes Minister auid
static testing of all

The State and Union

five | Territory-wise  breakup
types of solid motors too | was pr by the Minis-
v ! and In-

has been

escape system and para-
dl

has
» successfully accom.
p.llshzd he added.

said _characteridsa-
on of the Thessmal Protee.
tion System was
complety

CBI arrests scientist, three
others for corruption in
purchase of equipment

NEW DELHI
The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBD arrested a

of CSIR-North

purchase
East_Institute of Science
and NEIST) in

to award of a

counts had contacted CSIR

r
c.anon of about 7 crore for

Pawar responds to
Shah’s ‘godfather of
corruption’ remark

The Hindu Bureaun
MUMEAT

Nationalist Congress Party
&) chief sharad Pawar on

contract for v

of

mined. Abhay = Sakhare,
oS T finance and ac-

Aiarnca _Inrha( Pt
their involve-

counts officer, Rama Shan-
rma. posted as con-
an

kar Sha
troller of finance

b, NEIST towards -
chase of the equipment to
be supplied by the compa-

stion.
“Thereafter, the ac-
cused controller of stores
recefver)

and

and Jatin Kalita. senior
principal scientist, Centre
for infectious Disease in
CSIR-NEIST, are under the
lens.

of Delhi-based
Technologies Private
Limited, and his brother
Angkan Borpujari, a resi-
dent of Jorhat. The allega-
th rd

for supply of the
equipment.

The role of other public
servants is also being exa-

“Undue
According to the CBL the
public

accused servants

ere_involved in corrupt
and lflegal activities of ob-
caining advantage

u:
from different private par-
s I Bew of cxbending an-
due favours in the matter
of purchase and award of
coneracts. The former con-
rclter of finance

to BIP
leader Armi Shahs “god-
father of corru

mark

range
2o who misused the Taw
and was externed from

Gujarat by lhe Supreme
Court is India’s Home M-

>

Sharad Pawar

case. Talking to mediaper-

ir nister now,” said the Rajya
as 27 lakh and 2 - | sabha member, while ad-
said the agency, adding a ar
that the accus: r | Chhatrapari
had al-
expressed willing- Mr. Shah, during a

ness to facilitate the com- | paign speech on July 21,
pany in_all work | had accused Mr. Pawar of
orders EIST in ex- graft and
change for a branded the Maha Vikas

Aghadi (MVA) the “Auran-
gazeb Fan Club’.

Mr. Pawar was referring
to when Mr. Shah was in-
vestigated for his role in
the 2005 Schrabuddin
Sheikh encounter

Shah should shed his ego,
set up cross-LoC advisory
commiittee to aid J&K: Mufti

“There is no money in
he State treasury. One or
two instalments will be gi-
ven prior to !he election
but who will paj
Inscalment.” he adked.

He touched upon the
Maratha quota issue, and
sought an immediate solu-

the government.

twice a year
and discuss the lasses we
face,” Ms. Mufti said.

She was addressing par-
ty workers in Srinagar on
the 25th foundation day of
the party.

Pitching for opening the
roads of J&K to Central

Mehbooba Muft

Asia, Ms. Mufti said the

thinks it has
PDP but 1ok at the furnout

for this PDP foundation
dey. DO 1a moe itghedt”

e criticised the
Centre over the spurt in
militancy in J&K. “Foreign

aside and facilitate a

She asked the Union

Jammu, kill, and then

Home Minister to spell out
the

made by
adopring an fron-hand pol-
icy in J&K. “What has bee:

SC to hear tomorrow
s plea challenging
bail to Hemant Soren

‘A Bench of Justices B.R.
Gavai and K.V. Viswanath-
an is scheduled to hear the
plea against the june 28

order.

Mr. Soren, the execm:ne
president of the Jharkhan,
Mukti Morcha (JMM), had
resigned as Chief Ministe:
=

shortly before the ED
rested him on January 31
After coming out of jail on

Plea, fad - a.lleged that he

misused his posttion e
Chief Minister to “
fully™ acquire & 86 acres of
1and in the Bargain area in
Ranchi.

Earlier, during the hear-
ing in the High Court, the

ED's o I had argued
that if Mr. Soren was re-
leased on bail, it

migh
commit a sémilar aﬂ'ence
and referred 1o
aeainer ED officers i the
SC/ST police

India-Australia trade pact yielding great

Trade between India and
Australia is on a great tra-
to the re-

o have gone up
stantially. Australian
Commissioner Philip
Green said on

He also said that Austra-

dia’s exports to (he world

have gone up by about 37%

aravad to congrarulate Mr.
Naidu on his landmark vic-
tory. The visic was also
almed

Minister Chandrababu N:

gaging — education, agri-
culture, water

ac deve-
lopment opportunities in
Amaravasi.

Australia has interest in en-

wa
from three sheep farms.
And it's now one of the

wiful capitals in

results, says envoy

over ten million roofs with

opportunity for Australia,”
Mr. Green.

e lauded the contribu-
tion of the Indian diaspora
in Australia in the fields of
IT, business and other ser-
vice sectors. The Indlan

<lear breach of internation-
al law by a country in the
United Nations Security
Council (UNSC).

“Russia has signed mul-
tiple treaties with Ukraine
1o protect its territorial in-
tegrity. Rules based world

o ome million of the 26
million population of Aus-
tralia. ~It's

vasion of Ukraine was a

n
a permanent member
O‘Ihe LNSC.



(Gaganyaan astronaut
to travel to ISS in
mission with NASA

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

One of the four astronauts
undergoing training for the
Gaganyaan mission will
travel to the International
Space Station as part of a
collaborative effort with
NASA, Union Minister Ji-
tendra Singh has informed
the Lok Sabha.

In a written reply, Mr.
Singh said NASA has identi-
fied Axiom Space, a private
entity, while the ISRO had
signed a space flight agree-
ment with the U.S. firm for
the joint mission to the In-
ternational Space Station
(ISS).

During Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
the U.S. last year, President
Joe Biden announced that
India and the U.S. were col-
laborating to send an In-
dian astronaut to the ISS in
2024.

India’s Astronaut Selec-
tion Board had picked four
astronauts from the group
of test pilots from the In-
dian Air Force for the Gaga-
nyaan mission, India’s first
manned space mission
planned to take place next
year. “All four astronauts
have undergone training
on a spaceflight basic mo-
dule in Russia. Currently,
astronauts are undergoing
training at the ISRO’s As-
tronauts Training Facility
(ATF) in Bengaluru for the
Gaganyaan Mission,” Mr.

ISRO has signed
a space flight

agreement with the
U.S. firm for the

joint mission

Singh said.

The Minister said two
out of three semesters of
the Gaganyatri training
programme have been
completed while indepen-
dent training simulators
and static mock-up simula-
tors have been realised.

Mission update

Sharing an update on the
Gaganyaan mission, Mr.
Singh said ground testing
of propulsion systems stag-
es, including solid, liquid
and cryogenic, towards hu-
man rating of the launch
vehicle has been complet-
ed. Design and realisation
of five types of crew escape
system solid motors has
been completed, he said.

The Union Minister said
static testing of all five
types of solid motors too
has been completed. Also,
the first Test Vehicle mis-
sion (TV-D1) for perfor-
mance validation of crew
escape system and para-
chute deployment has
been successfully accom-
plished, he added.

He said characteridsa-
tion of the Thermal Protec-
tion System was also
complete.




GAGANYAAN MISSION

INDIA'S FIRST MANNED FLIGHT TO SPACE

The project was first o It would be one of the

approved by PM Narendra | - cheapest manned
Modi on August 15, 2018. | spaceflights in the world,

with the estimated cost of

It will send the three " L | 4 not more than
member crew to space for g Rs 10000 crore.
at least seven days by 2024-25. ~

India plans to call its
ISRO hopes to deploy its : 2 astronauts "Vyomnauts"
biggest rocket, GSLV MK I, since 'Vyom' in Sanskrit
for this project. | means 'Space’.

The space agency hopes
to launch the first
mission within ‘
40 months from the date ‘
of approval.

India will become . |

fourth country after -
Russia, US and China to ‘)

send humans to space. ®




Gaganyaan Mission

Crew Module: Habitat
of Astronaut

_‘,

e

.

4 2
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Service Module: Does
on-orbit servicing

[ Orbital Module J

Human Rated Launch

Vehicle
(GSLV MK derived)
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* International Space Station (ﬁm rafet FEeA)One of the
four astronauts undergoing training for the Gaganyaan mission will
travel to the ISS as part of a collaborative effort with NASA (dldlo-|€4|o-|
AT & IR &7 IITAAT H T Teh NASA & TTY TgIFIcHS
YO & BEH o FT H (1SS hT IMEAT HaM).

* ISRO has signed a space flight agreement with Axiom Space for the
joint mission to the ISS (ISRO o Axiom Space o T ISSh Hé—lt#d

AT & foT 37aReT 337 THsld W gLdie U 8).




* Astronaut Selection (3-1?Iﬁ'&=l' qrat ddeT)Four astronauts were
selected from test pilots of the Indian Air Force (AT cllu{-lo-ll h

{IeToT UrIefel & IR FIReET IRAT &1 II=T fhar ardm).

* Training Locations (qf‘raaw Y el)Basic spaceflight training in Russia
(T A FiATCr FARET 33T FALTOT).

* Current training at ISRO 's Astronauts Training Facility (ATF) in
Bengaluru (ddd-llo-l H o sldloib H ISRO & TdRET ITET giLreyor
JIaer (ATF) H FRI&T ). >




* Consider the following statements regarding the Gaganyaan mission:

1.0ne of the four astronauts undergoing training for the Gaganyaan mission will travel to
the International Space Station as part of a collaborative effort with NASA.

2.I1SRO has signed a space flight agreement with NASA for the joint mission to the ISS.

3.The ground testing of propulsion systems stages towards human rating of the launch
vehicle has been completed.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and3
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acquire India Cements
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asures
require a radical shift
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ToucH orENER
Nikhat overcomes
Kloetzer's challenge

SPORT » PAGE 17

HC summons MP
over pleas on his

‘unopposed’ win

AMMEDABAD
The Gujarat Migh Court issued
summons to the Bharatiya
Janata Party MP from the Surat

petitions challenging his
uncontested victory. » PAGE 5

NEW DELEI

The Naticna! Testing Agency

on Sunday declared the results
ity

undergraduste courses, which
were expected to be decared
on June 30 % PAGE &

CARACAS
Verenselans voted on Sunday
between continuity in
President Nicolas Maduro or 3
change amad high tension
foliowing the

thrast of  “bloodbath f he
loses. » PAGE 14

MAJDAL SHAMS
Deferce Mirister Yoav

Gallant on Sunday vowed to

“hit the enermy hard” after

Manu’s historic bronze
opens India’s medal hunt

The 22-vear-old is the first Indian woman shooter to be on the Ol

ium as she wins medal

mpic
in the 10m air pistol event: she will now compete in 10m pistol rnl‘m:d tc:nm and 25m pistol events

PARIS

hree years ago, Ma-
nu Bhaker broke
down in tears at the

mnclusum of a dismal
umpaign at the Tokyo
2020 Olympics where she
finished medalless across
three events.
On Sunday at Chateau-
roux, the 22-year-old, who
is competing at her second

Olympics, wiped away
tears from her eyes once
again. This time though

they were of joy following
nclusion of

Ien's Tom alf piato) event

dal count at the Paris 2024
Games.

The medal was also the
first won by an Indian wo-
man shooter.

After qualifying for the

Manu Bhaker celebrates with her bronze med:
Parts Olymescs,in the Chatemuros Shooting range, on Surday. ST M

final in third place, Manu

in silver medal place until
her final shot of the com-

petition where she
Pipped by the narowest of
margins — 0.1 — by South
Korea's Kim Yeji.
Another Korean Ye Jin
Oh took
Manu isn't done just yet.
She will also be competing

ol i veomen's 10 matre i pistol atthe

in the women's 10m pistol

mixed team event on Mon-
day and the women’s 25m
pistol events later in the

competition.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 16

Spiritual sojourn

Golan Meights, raising
war will spread. » PAGE 14

pres e gy ey o Aol

Two arrested day after three
IAS aspirants drown in Delhi
coaching centre basement

NEW DELHI

A day after three Civil Ser-
vices aspirants drowned in
the basement of a private
coaching centre, the Delhi

on iy arrested

have been sent to judicial
custody for 14 day:
e

ny
vin, 28, from Kerala, the
police said.

Senior police officers
d the bases

sal ment was
around eight feet below

ment gate was closed, it got
damaged  after water
gushed in at high pressure,
an officer said.

Mayor Shelly Oberoi

ey s il
tion of the law.

“It was told that a drain
passing in the front of the
building burst, and like a
flash , water entered
the basement and the stu-
dents got trapped.” Ms.
‘Oberol

Security personnel stand guard near the UPSC exam coaching

centre

and residential cnmplexgs
have been protesting
against the negligence that
caused the deaths.

“The Mayor ordered *
mediate” action against all
coaching centres running

‘im-

commercial activities in
ments against the
rules. The Corporation

sealed three basements op-
erating illegally in the Ra-

Nagar area on Sun-
day evening, an official

Holding placards saying
~Old Rajinder Nagar is not
safe”, students said such a
disaster was waiting to

ppen. Many flagged the

She and an official of the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, however, said none
of the other buildings next
to the centre had faced
flood

ling.
Later, the Corporation
said in a statement, “The
so-called bursting of drain-
age outside the coaching
centre is not conclusive
and the matter is under
investigation.”

Since morning, students
from coaching Institutes

issues of poor
tems and frequent water
logging inside basements.

The police have formed
multiple teams to investi-
gate the incident and have
asked the Delhi Fire Servic-
es to provide a report on
the building and the base-
ment which was.

room®, a sentor police of-
ficer said.

An FIR was registered
based on the statement of a

i, where three people drowned on Saturday. &1

sub inspector (SI), who
said that the owner of the
coaching centre, who was
present at the time of the
incident, had failed to pro-
duce the documents re-
quired to run a library in
the basement. FIR
was registered under Sec-
tions 105 (culpable homi-
SI2), 10800 Cleatia o ainy

rson by doing any rash

negligent  act

Smounting o culpable
homicide), 15(2) (punish-
ment for voluntarily caus-

pulling
constructing buildil
35 of the Bharativa Nyaya

Delhi Fire Services Chief

plecely pump the water out
of the basement.

The coaching centre
mid/in s sestemens thit &
“fully committed t

suppolung ongoing Inves-
tigation into the tragic incl-
dent”.

MORE REPORTS.

»PAGES

Not all require tax
clearance certificate
to go abroad: govt.

NEW DELHI
After outrage over a Union

Budget proposal making it
mandatory to get tax clea-

required only in

rance certificates for going
abroad, the government
on Sunday said only those
accused of financial irregu-
larities or having huge tax
arrears needed them.

I
the residents to obtain the
tax clearance certificate,”
the Finance Ministry said
in a statement. The Minis-
try, in the Finance B4l, has
proposed to add the refe-
rence of the Black Money
Act, 2015, to the list of Acts
under which any person

through a 2004 nocifica-
specified that the
st may be required
in case of serious fi-
nancial irregularities and
i cases un-
der the Income Tax or
Wealth Tax Act requiring a
person’s presence and
{eading to the Hkely raising

exceeding €10 lakh, which
have not been stayed.

The department said a
person could be asked to
get the certificate only after

Centre scraps
auction of
three critical
mineral blocks

NEW DELHI

The Centre has scrapped
hree cri

the auction of tl
mineral blocks nodﬁed un-
der a third of sales

reli;\nce in critical mineral
supplie:

The blocks are the Salal-
Halmna lithium, titanium
and bauxite block m Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Muskani-
ya-Gareriatola-Barwari po-

ash block in Jharkhand
and  Kurun unjakulam gra-
phite block in Tamil Nadu,

s n
ceived-, said a Mines Mi-
nistry notice.

Auction of 14 blocks in
the second tranche and 13
blocks in the first ranche
were cancelled earlier due

tw©

New job schemes to kick off

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

The
dent of
st

ent is confi-
Jamching _ the
s in the Prime Mi-
nister’s package for em-
ond shkilling.
-re announced i

sultation with the industry,
Finance Secretary TV. So-
manathan

“We expect all of these
schemes to start off within

ble,

tried to make technologi-
cal, sectoral cholces. While
Scheme A and C are for all
industries, Scheme B is for
manufacturing jobs,” Mr.
Somanathan  told
FHindu.

He also said that the de-
cision to incentivise hiring

for first-timers with a salary
limit of 21 lakh per month
was aimed at keeping the
schemes sector-neutral.

1 agree 21 lakh is high,
but it is not so If you are try-
ing to cover the hiring of
peﬂple with saphlsllczled
skil of Al
{Artificial intelligencel.~ he
said, adding that the
schemes could spur new
Jobs in areas under threat
fromithe advent ofeechnicl-

ogles like
Rzlevtring to the recent
tendency tech

rge
companies to defer joining
dates for fresh recruits, the
Secretary said that it was

W have tried

centive schemes is, as
f‘n as pu\\ahl\» wick

sectoral choices

TV, SOMANATH.
Finance Secretary

AN

soon: Somanathan

‘Centre will deliver on
promises to A.P, Bihar’

NEW DELHI

The Centre is confident of
delivering on its promise
w0 el davell Arllins
pradesh’s capital by

external financing, and
arrange funds for capex in
Bihar, Finance Secretary
TV. Somanathan says.

FULL INTERVIEW
» PAGE

precisely for this reason
that the government did
not want to exclude such
people.

“We don't want to leave
out the services or any sec-
tor from passible incentivi-
sation if it will create jobs.
We don't want to focus on-
Iy on employees who draw
up to 25,000 a month.

12% of a 250,000 salary,

which is still a substansial

subsidy,” he emphasised
“We don't know where

these salary figures stop. In

‘Nothing to lose’
The new scheme
tate internships for
in the age bracket of 21 to
24 years has no connect

with_the neri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana 4.0
announced in the Union
Budget for 202324, and
will be by the

Ministry of Corporate Af-

fairs, not the Ministry of

Skill Development, Mr. So-
than underlined.

skilling thre o1
in the backward or forward
supply chains, if they can't

it themselves,” Mr. So-




Manu’s historic bronze
opens India’s medal hunt

The 22-year-old is the first Indian woman shooter to be on the Olympic podium as she wins medal

in the 10m air pistol event; she will now compete in 10m pistol mixed team and 25m pistol events

Jonathan Selvaraj
PARIS

hree years ago, Ma-
T nu Bhaker broke

down in tears at the
conclusion of a dismal
campaign at the Tokyo
2020 Olympics where she
finished medalless across
three events.

On Sunday at Chateau-
roux, the 22-year-old, who
is competing at her second
Olympics, wiped away
tears from her eyes once
again. This time though
they were of joy following
the conclusion of the wo-
men’s 10m air pistol event
where she won a bronze
medal, opening India’s me-
dal count at the Paris 2024
Games.

The medal was also the
first won by an Indian wo-

man shooter.
After qualifying for the

——
WDIA

R0

The trailblazer: Manu Bhaker celebrates with her bronze medal in women’s 10 metre air pistol at the
Paris Olympics, in the Chateauroux shooting range, on Sunday. RITU RAJ KONWAR

final in third place, Manu
hit the ground running. Of
the 22 shots she took, just 7
were in the ‘9’ ring.

She was never out of
medal contention and was
in silver medal place until
her final shot of the com-

petition where she was
pipped by the narrowest of
margins — 0.1 — by South
Korea’s Kim Yeji.

Another Korean Ye Jin
Oh took gold.

Manu isn’t done just yet.
She will also be competing

in the women’s 10m pistol
mixed team event on Mon-
day and the women’s 25m
pistol events later in the
competition.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 16




Redemption arc

From the disappointment of Tokyo to the delight of Paris, life

has come a full circle for Manu Bhaker.

MEDALS

Youth Olympic
Games

World
Championships

World Cup Final

World Cup

Junior World Cup

Asian
Championships

Asian Games

Commonwealth
Games

Born:
February 18,
2002,
Jhajjar,
Haryana

World Rank:
10m air
pistol: No. 26;
25m pistol:
No. 69

Junior world
record: 244.7
in2019in
Putian,
China (still

At the Tokyo Olympics, Manu stands)

finished 12th in 10m air pistol & -
® Junior

seventh in mixed air pistol (with
Saurabh Chaudhary) & 15th world

champion in
air pistolin

§ 2021, Lima,

Peru

= Youth

Olympics

champion in

air pistolin

Buenos
Airesin

2018

in 25m pistol.

MANU BHAKER
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IAS coaching held in
basement; complaint
filed a month ago

NEW DELHI

0st a month before tra-
Bedy struck ar Raws 1AS
Study Clrcle, a student of
the aled

e
© with the Delhi
government about a class-

room being run -illegally~
from building’s

-

In the complain filed on

June 26 on a public grie-

vance portal of the Admi-
Reforms

was
told that a hlgh evel offi-
cial in the Munici

poration of Delhi (MCD) is
“being paid

classes  at_ unautho:
places” the complaint
stated.

Several

students
esting againet the deatt of
three students who were

trapped inside the flooded
basement of the institute
highlighted the crumbling
infrastructure and Nving
conditions in the area, con-
sidered to be a hub of
coaching

Dreams nipped in the bud,
say kin of dead IAS asplrants

xudenmc;n:efnnnafnrtouulmethcbeuerctnch

NEW DELH

w
sudden death of three Civil
who

pay-
ing guest facilities in base-
ents_ On Saturday, when

rane, said

ncy
pmper wvent “we
R en s fansilies and
homes to come here and
study because Delhi is a

in the

a private coaching
centre in the Old Rajinder

Nevin
S Prhe stidents died of
government negligence.”
an angry protester said.
Fear gripped Dharmen-
dra Yadav, a professor at an
engineering college in Gha-

on TV on
Saturday. When frantic
calls fece, S .
went e
rushed to the Old Rajinder
Nagar area. with the search
wragically ding at the
mortuary of the Ram Aa-
nohar Lohia (RML) Hospi-

they sav, but
building

Students protest cutside Rau's IAS Study Circle 2t Old Rajinder Nagar in Dethi on Sunday. P11

the B.Sc. degree in
Ture from a coliege i Uttar
Pradesh. Her father. a

tal. Shreya had completed
agricul-

hgr UPSC coachin ng, her
uncle said.

“We sent her to Delhi
and not Lucknow or Alla-
habad because of the envi-

thought the
fadilities here are petter,

she will be able to learn En-

/8L take responsibilicy?”

shm, -x elder brocher
in Journal

was also a

UPSC aspirant. He was
staying near his university

For many, harrowing
memories of narrow
escape from death

NEW DELHI

year-old student said.
“Since the glass door
broke, we also got cuts.

near

who
were inside the library in

shared
rowing accounts of their

ow escape.
T They recalled how they

A 20-year-old
said she had 1o the baser
ment of Rau's 1AS S
Circle to eat. and just mi-
nutes later, it was flooded

water.
Around 30 students
were in the library at the
time, she said.
“I 'can never forget how
my friends were gaspi
for air. They wes

and had gone to the library
on

coar
than two months ago. Her
father works in Telangana.
She has two siblings.

was trapped inside.” she
¥ student  sald
they were trapped e

base:
just five minutes.” the 23-

The sitting
the door were able to es-

“We were scared”

Assam said,

nutes, our

statrs due to
said.

UltraTech to acquire India
Cements; buy 32.72% stake

Adicya Birla Gr hip
ny UltraTech Ce-

ment wi re a 32.72%
Cements

to expand its footprint in
the highly competitive and
f: ce-

ment market, particularly
Tamil Nadu.

Besides. un.rmch has

also announce:

23.142.35 crore open offer
to acquire another 263%
share of India Cements
1zd. from its shareholders.

Group, the secand largest
Sement maker announced

Cemnent aims to be
st cement
companies in the world.

an ambition to become
one of the largest cement
compantes In the world
and and has set a targes for
200 MTPA.

The Board of the Aditya
sirla firm the ac-
quisition of 3272% stake
from promoters and their

£ Hydera-
bad based Penna Cement
for 210,422 crore, which

e Indian cement in-
dustry. The company has

390 per

share. according to a regu-

Tatory filing froem UltraTech

on Sunday.

it has entered into share
ments

laje — and a 4.3% share

from Sri Saradha Logistics.
After the completion of
the 23.954-crore deal.
txaTechrs ftalen i hrictha (;ev
ents will increase 1o ove:
S5, Taandating It o £ for
the open offer as per
SEBI regulations.
The Board of UltraTech
has also oved
“open offer for up to 8.05
crore equity shares repre-
senting 263 of the equity
share capital of the Target,
at a price of T390 per equi-
om

price offered by Ul-

eraTech is 4.1% higher than

the India Cements share
60 on

closing price of T374.
Friday, If fully subscribed,
the open offer would cost
UltraTech $3,142.3S crore.
In june, U!na'l'ech ac-
quired 23% Ce-
ments. It Ared Damani
group’s stal stake i  India Ce-
ments
Sehls asteoaatt 2t Bl
1,900 crore.
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Army contingent in
Mongolia for 21st
Khaan Quest exercise

NEW DELHL

An Indian contin is
part of the Jiet editon of
Khaan

23
countries, including Aus-
tralia, Canada, China, Ja-
pan. Tirkive, the United
States, and the United

e

“On 27 july. Ambassa-
dor Arul Malhari Gotsurve
participated in the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the Zist
multinational military Ex-

Embacsy tn Mongolis said
in a post on X.

Eiscting Aumtwaia, Covuacia,
China, Jepan, and Tarkiye.

The exercise is sche-
duled to run from July 27 to
As 9. One woman of-

Quest is to prepare Indian
forces peace-
keeping missions while op-
erating in a multinational
en ent, = the Army
said in a statement Issued
as the

Cheer Indian athletes taki

part in Paris Olympics: Mo

NEW DELHI

as a UNESCO World Herit-
age site.

Prime

Madi on Sunday urged pe-
op!

nodi
The Prime Minister also
oject PARL

saying it was becoming a
great medium to bring
emerging artists on_one

arashtra or the hand block
prlms of Vidarbha, Bhuri-

bic art.

vnu must have

serious issue of drug
abuse, Mr. Modi said the
government had L ed

a toll-free helpline
us::u for support and reh-
bilitatson.

On the issue of tourism,
he said it was a marter of
prlde for all Indians v.ha

departed.

Assam had been lnduded

said, ~...Th
Jom the UNNATI self help
group and received train-
ine in block printing and
dyeing These womnen who

spread magic of co-
i e

wari saree of M.P. [Madhya
Pradesh], Paithani of Mah-

green once agai a
betwter environment is be-
created for s..Ta-

Culture Ministry to
host 3-day museum
conclave in Delhi

NEW DELHI

Curators, administrators of

con
ration

posed-\mgevumee

er SO0 yeRta To s
seum — housed in the
Norih Block and. Seuth

seums and the Central
in

Prime =

Cargo carrier structurally stable and
operational after fire: Coast Guard

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Coast Guard

rescue operations over 10
days after mev. Maersk
Frankfurt, a Panaman
flag cargo carrier, reported
a major fire on July 19.

The owners

Yogeen' Wlise;

the vessel
have cial-
Modi's vision for the ‘Yuge | ised salvage agency to take
arat Museum® | over firefighting efforts and

that aims to exemplify glo- | for s disposal of th

bal best

pooming Yuge Yu-

geen Bharat National mu-

seum will have the-

matic segments telling the

story of India spanning ov-
cam gmn

nistry said in a smemnl.
Master classes will also
be held with experts from

vessel while salvors and
ocean-going tugs have al-
ready been roped in, the
10G said on Sunday.

Indian Coast Guard carries out fire-fighting cperations on

M Moersk Fronksurt off Gos coast. =T

The 1CG ships are un-
dary cool-

efforts and extinguish-
ing sporadic es
that erupt fre Pt o

time due to the initial in-
cineration of sealed con-

the said. “The vessel
“Further, ICG special-  marine and  str ble and re-
ised pollution response coastal areas of 2
o is on standby since from the fire onboard MV The ICG has had two
the ncement of op-  Maer: = the 10G with Di
in sasd Ina General, Shipping. the
with 10 effect fmagery has re-  State administration, sta-
suitable response in an un-  vealed in hot-

likely event of oil spill. Ho-

spots and smouldering i

ports, salvage
agency. ship owners and
< the

wever, 10G's pre-
wentive stance

side~ .n

ce has
that no risk exists to the

~Bay 18
added.

nd fond an early
end to the crisss.

Bring back Netaji's

remains from Japan:

grandnephew to PM

ports it is evident that Ne-
KOLKATA 1aji perished on 18 August

. It &s, therefore im-
The ee- that a final state-
gdom fighter Netaji Subhas ment is made from the Go-
Chandra Chandr: vernment of India, so that
mar Bose, on Sundsy faise narvatives abour the
appealed ime Minister  Liberator of India are laid
Narendr: odi to bring

of Netaji~ from the Renkoji
temple in Japan by August
18

“Efforts must be
the

Mr. Bose said that after
the release of several re-

pen
tajl, told The Hindu that it
was unfortunate that the
Centre was maintaining si-
lence over the demands
Netaji's remains to

neEing

Netaji's remains to India. 1

have been also raising the

issue for the past three
years,” he said.

@ A




UltraTech to acquire India
Cements; buy 32.72% stake

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Aditya Birla Group flagship
company UltraTech Ce-
ment will acquire a 32.72%
stake in India Cements
from promoters and their
associates for 33,954 crore
to expand its footprint in
the highly competitive and
fast-growing southern ce-
ment market, particularly
Tamil Nadu.

Besides, UltraTech has
also announced a
¥3,142.35-crore open offer
to acquire another 26%
share of India Cements
Ltd. from its shareholders.

This announcement
comes a month after Adani
Group, the second largest
cement maker announced
the acquisition of Hydera-
bad-based Penna Cement
for 10,422 crore, which
will add 14 million tonnes
per annum (MTPA), taking
its capacity to 93 MTPA.

With an installed capac-
ity of 154.86 MTPA of grey
cement, UltraTech Cement
leads the Indian cement in-
dustry. The company has

UltraTech Cement aims to be
one of the largest cement
companies in the world.

an ambition to become
one of the largest cement
companies in the world
and and has set a target for
200 MTPA.

The Board of the Aditya
Birla firm approved the ac-
quisition of 32.72% stake
from promoters and their
associates at 3390 per
share, according to a regu-
latory filing from UltraTech
on Sunday.

It has entered into share
purchase agreements for a
28.42% stake from promo-
ters — N. Srinivasan, Chitra
Srinivasan, Rupa Guru-
nath, and S.K. Asokh Baa-
laje — and a 4.3% share

from Sri Saradha Logistics.

After the completion of
the ¥3,954-crore deal, Ul-
traTech’s stake in India Ce-
ments will increase to over
55%, mandating it to go for
the open offer as per the
SEBI regulations.

The Board of UltraTech
has also approved an
“open offer for up to 8.05
crore equity shares repre-
senting 26% of the equity
share capital of the Target,
at a price of T390 per equi-
ty share from the public
shareholders of Target”,
the filing said.

The price offered by Ul-
traTech is 4.1% higher than
the India Cements share
closing price of ¥374.60 on
Friday. If fully subscribed,
the open offer would cost
UltraTech %3,142.35 crore.

In June, UltraTech ac-
quired 23% of India Ce-
ments. It acquired Damani
group’s stake in India Ce-
ments through two block
deals estimated at around
%1,900 crore.
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Army contingent in
Mongolia for 21st
Khaan Quest exercise

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

An Indian contingent is
part of the 21st edition of
Khaan Quest, a multina-
tional peacekeeping exer-
cise, which commenced in
Mongolia on Saturday. The
Indian Army contingent in-
cludes 40 personnel from
a battalion of the Madras
Regiment.

The exercise has around
430 participants from 23
countries, including Aus-
tralia, Canada, China, Ja-
pan, Tiirkiye, the United
States, and the United
Kingdom.

“On 27 July, Ambassa-
dor Atul Malhari Gotsurve
participated in the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the 2ist
multinational military Ex-
ercise Khaan Quest-2024.
He welcomed Indian
troops from Madras Regi-
ment to Mongolia and con-
veyed his best wishes for
the exercise,” the Indian
Embassy in Mongolia said
in a post on X.

The exercise has around 430
participants from 23 countries,
including Australia, Canada,
China, Japan, and Turkiye.

The exercise is sche-
duled to run from July 27 to
August 9. One woman of-
ficer and two women sol-
diers are also part of the In-
dian contingent.

“Aim of Exercise Khaan
Quest is to prepare Indian
armed forces for peace-
keeping missions while op-
erating in a multinational
environment, ” the Army
said in a statement issued
as the contingent
departed.




2nd Jan — 15th Jan

Desert Cyclone India — UAE Rajasthan, India
2024
e | o ’ Anshas. B 22nd Jan — 1st Feb
x Cyclone- ndia — t nshas, t
y gyp gyp 2024
_ 22nd Jan — 3rd Feb
Ex Khanjar India — Kyrgyzstan Himachal Pradesh, India
2024
India — Saudi 29th Jan — 10th Feb
‘SADA TANSEEQ’ Rajasthan, India
Arabia 2024
25th Feb — 9th Mar
Dharma Guardian India — Japan Rajasthan, India

2024

Samudra Laksmana

India — Malaysia

Visakhapatnam, India

28th Feb — 2nd Mar
2024

Tiger Triumph

India — USA

Kakinada, India

18th Mar — 31st Mar
2024

Ex LAMITIYE — 2024

India — Seychelles

Seychelles

18th Mar — 27th Mar
2024

Ex DUSTLIK — 2024

India — Uzbekistan

Termez, Uzbekistan

15th Apr — 28th Apr
2024

Exercise Cyber

Suraksha

India

20th May — 24th May
2024

Military Exercise
SHAKTI

India — France

Umroi, Meghalaya, India

13th May — 26th May
2024



Culture Ministry to
host 3-day museum
conclave in Delhi

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Curators, administrators of
museums, and domain ex-
perts will gather next week
in Delhi for a three-day
conclave to foster collabo-
ration between the Centre
and the States for the pro-
posed ‘Yuge Yugeen Bharat
National Museum’ project.

The State Museum Con-
clave, to be hosted by the
Ministry of Culture, will be
held from August 1 to 3 at
the Bharat Mandapam,
where the 46th session of
the UNESCO World Herit-
age Committee is currently
under way.

The upcoming Yuge Yu-
geen Bharat National mu-
seum will have eight the-
matic segments telling the
story of India spanning ov-

er 5,000 years. The mu-
seum — to be housed in the
North Block and South
Block in the capital — will
be spread over 1,54,000
sq. m., making it the lar-
gest museum in the world.
“This three-day gather-
ing aims to foster collabo-
ration among State mu-
seums and the Central
government in realising
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision for the “Yuge
Yugeen Bharat Museum’
that aims to exemplify glo-
bal best practices,” the Mi-
nistry said in a statement.
Master classes will also
be held with experts from
India and abroad on va-
rious topics such as global
best practices in conserva-
tion, fine arts handling, cu-
ration and museum man-
agement, officials said.
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* |t will be constructed in Delhi’s North and South Blocks. It would
contain 950 rooms distributed over a basement and three stories,
covering a 1.17 lakh square metre space.

* The eight sections will cover ancient Indian knowledge, the mediaeval
era, the transitional period between the mediaeval and modern eras,
modern India, colonial control, the freedom movement, and the 100

years starting in 1947.



* The foundation stone of the existing Yuge Yugeen Bharat National
Museum building was laid by India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru, on May 12, 1955.

* The Kartavya Path, formerly known as Rajpath, is a ceremonial axis
stretching from India Gate to Raisina Hill.

* With the completion of the Yuge Yugeen Bharat National Museum,
India will boast an extraordinary cultural heritage showcase befitting
its rich history and traditions.



The current national museum, which is located on
Janpath, will be replaced with the Yuge Yugeen Bharat
Museum.

As part of the project, the rich collections from the
present National Museum building will be transferred
to the North and South Block buildings, becoming.
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‘The trajectory of the road is downhill in terms of debt to GDP’

INTERVIEW

T.v.
Somanathan

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

he Centre is confi-
T oo or setvering

on its Budget pro-
mise to arrange external -
nanci for infrastructure
development projects in
Andhra Pradesh and Bihar,
Finance Secretary TV. So-
manathan said in an inter-
view with The Hindu. He al-
so

wau there is a moderate
for the salaried

in, of which two crore

rEu
here to trigger consumy
tion, but they are not in the
direct cash
are con-
sumption measures that

There is a push
capital _investment.
There is a big on
schemes like the PM Gram
Sadak Yojana [rural roads),

act

assets.

By the way, the employ-
ment incentives, when
paid, will also result in
some Soitis

the Awas Y
h

on
%o rein in food inflation and
spur consumption. Edited
excerpes:

The Budget's push for
job creation is welcome,
but a key reason for

big
roﬂnel" covering 25,000
mo This &=

consumption

Spending in rural areas by
rural people who are em-

. Similarly, the three

cation (210,000 crore). We
intend to use this more ag-

that has been spiking
overall rise?

on the p:
ment of pulses and oil-
seeds. building wup an

1s. which

in the production of these
ftems and reduce the vola-
tility in those prices.

mum Support Price) for
these items.

Once we do thart, farm-
ers will tend to shift._. We
hope to see an expansion

and the Gol will on-lend to
the States. just as with any
y-funded pro-
jects in States. The banks
are willing. and we will be
able to tie it up. Bullding of
a capital is very much an

infrastructure activity. We
have not discussed [any in-
terest subvention for the
States] yet

The Budget pivots from
fiscal
deficit after 202526, to

n nuy no( ne-:usarny
re saying it will
de:llne gnduany ow far
. we are yet to
delerxnm bu‘l it will be on
a declining p:
So, after AESZS when
we will be below 4.5% of
GDP and that

for Andhra Pradesh and Bihar. funds for some projects will be
e to India anyway. he adds

the debt going down.
Should the debt go down
by x% and when should it
reach what level, those are

steady that is the
s of speath,

Will we have a road map
for it or we will take

view each year?

Thar is something we will
come up with. But we are
saying one thing very clear-
1y, that road map will be

ment, the m(en‘mn is !hm
it will be below 4.5% defi-
nitely. But what will be the
deficit will also depend on
how we need to keep

T 24
of the road is downhill in
terms of debt to GDP._. how
fast. what's the gradient,
will be [determined] on a
year-to-year basis.

Biren meets
PM to discuss
the situation
in Manipur

erupted in the State more

than 14 months ago, sourc-

nister Rajnath Singh were
present.

Mz Singh, who & fn Del-
hi for the past two days,
caslier met the Prime RII-
r during two group
tings.

tive note,” another source
sasd.

People in Manipur as
well as the ar-

Par's silence over the
pur ssue.

The meeting comes on a
day when Manipur Gover-
nor Amsuiya Ulkey was re-
moved and newly appoint-

vernor Assam,
Loichman Prassd Acharya
was  given  additional
charge of the State.

In midnight reshufile,
President appoints
sixX new Governors

BJP veteran Om Mathur has been

inted Governor of Sikkim, and

former IAS officer K Kailashnathan Lieutenant-Governor of Puducherry

NEW DELHI

resident Droupadi
Murrnn appointed

ix new Governors

and reshuffied three oth.
ers, a Rashirapad Bhavan

BJP veteran Om Mathur
has been appointed Gover-
nor of Sikkim, and Mani-

pur Governor Anusufya Ui-
key has been replaced by
Prasad

was also holding additional
charge of Telangana, has
G

‘Capital gains is the fastest growing
income class, can be taxed higher’

at a higher rate, on the
e of raising reve-
nues for the government

e o

en nance T-V. Soma-
of Maharashtra_ nathan sasd on Sunda
Former Union Minister In a conversation with
for Labour and pl s =i
ment Santosh Kumar | tor, Businessline, at a post-  itd.atap
Gangwar will be the new | Budget discussion, Mr. So-
G while = in-

former Deputy Chief AMi-
nister of Tripura lishnu
Dev Varma will be the new

crease

June 30, Mr. Kail n
stepped down as the Chief

A former Lok Sabha

for different asset classes
periods of

ment comes
tion that he Is a contender
post of BIP

M. Matdwrs appolt
amid specula

rendra Modi when he was

holding the assets. Now, in
response to calls for stmpll-
fication, the has

tax ratio is much lower
than tn most other deve-
loped countries” He said
India “cannot have a
world-class capital market

On the real estate front,
he sald the decision to re-
move “indexation” (taking
Sk’ St (he effect of

manathan with Raghuvie o
- Ram and N. Ravi. Directors, Kasturi and Sons.

asset class in the coun-
needs

tion —

pointed G of

Principal v to the form-

Gujarat Chief Mi 3 er Lok Sabha member
The Rashu i Bhavan  from Mysore in

communique said the - HL W kar, will be

of As-  the Meghalaya Governor.

G
sam, Gulab Chand Kataria,
will now be the new Gover-
nor of Punjab as Banwari-
lal Purchits

hau Kisanrao Bagde, has
been

been simplified. The taxes
are 12. ssr. for all long-term
nz and the dura-

Thon for’ qualifying for Jong.
term Is one year for lated
and two for un-

huas bewrs gerepteil Hie e
also d Admi-
nistrator of the Union Ter-
ritory of Chandigarh.
Jharkhand  Gowernor
©.P. Rad . who

to succeed Kalraj Mishra_

“The above appoint-
take effect from

offices,” a statement sasd.

tisted.

The second motivation,
he said, was to raise reve-
nues. In this context, he
observed that ‘capital

gains’ was the -grow-

capital gains is unfair to
those who earn

eesov GHOSH

reas most other countries
admit

es to n
applicable rates because
ins occur Inter-

capital gnln.s) ‘would bene.
fit the taxpayes, noting that
ke capital gains arising
out of a real estate transac-

n were to be higher than
10%, the 12.5% rate of tax,
without indexation, would
be better than the previous
20% with indexat

through other means.

The Finance Secretary
said capital gains taxes in
India, even after the recent

taxes caj
the applicable rate, whe-

cent rate as ~liberal”, he
said a person who makes
capital gains on real estate
has the option of avoiding
3 tax Hability by reinvesting
the gain in another propes-
ty or buying capital gains
bonds.

Ajit Pawar to launch
Jan Samman Yatra’
ahead of election

NASHIK

Smarting under the embar-

Congress Party
@CP) leader and De
hief

Xatra will traverse
all 288 Assembly
constituencies

commencing
from Nashilk

Assembiy election.
“Ajstdada (as Mr. Pawar
is known

Assembly el 3

“The Jan Sa a

o be led by Ajit Pawar will

Ifed ourt from N -

NCPs ashtra unit

president Sunil Tatkare
said on

ik,
credited Mr. Pawar for i
welfare

ground yannouncingwr
rious projects.” the NCP

of 21 lakh crore for women,
youths, and farmers in the

Stare.
Interestingly, Mr. Tat-

kare said senior NCP lead-

ers Chhagan Bhujbal, a

State Cabinet Minister, and
Praful Patel w

success in the forthcoming

state

Being 2 finance minis-
ter. Ajit Pawar has struck a
balance between fscal
prudence and welfare
schemes, he said. The Ajit
Pawarled Yatra will tra-
verse all 285 Assembly con-

HC summons Surat MP over pleas
challenging his ‘unopposed win’

AHMEDABAD

e Gujarar High Court has
tssued summons to the
Bha.ran'ya Janata Party MP
from the Surat Lok Sabha

Da-

tions chal-
uncontested

The court of Justice L. e
Doshi Issued summons
AMr. Dalal, directing him -

wyer for pettioners
Champaneri
Sundx)'

- Dalal was declared

Mukesh Dalal receives the ‘certificate of election’ after his
unopposed victory in Surat’s Lok Sabha seat on April 22 FILEFHITS.

with Congress bagging
one.

Section 36 of the Represen-
tation of the People Act,
of the

The have
challenged the legality and

nomination forms.

The petidoners have

constitue:
Comdition for propaseis

Furthermore, the verifi-
cation of signarures is not a
Collector’s job, the peti-
tioners contended, stress-

Mr. Dalal became the

first candidate in the last 12

years so win a Lok Sabha

contest unopposed.

s the first verory for the
in the recently con-

District (A)llector and

re-
furning officer to reject Mr.

went to poll on May 7 in the
thind pliess of geecal elec

from Nashik, he added

ton: Surat, BIP
Won 25 seats In the State,

The two. filed

e thres ¥ pmp who
m ter denied ha\'l.ng signed

by four vocers from the Su-
ratr Parliamentary Comnsti-
tuency who are also Con-
gress members,

pers,

T dectared B an applica:

tion before the deputy col-

lector that they would be

signing as pmposers on ms
orm.

the
the requrning officer o re-
ject Mr._Kumbhani's form
the provisions of

o Game 20 S apply.
ing for the certificate de-
aring them voters of the

Pardhi handed the certifi:

SP appoints Mata
Pandey as Leader
of the Opposition

LUCKNOW

The Samajwadi Party (SP}

day before the begi
of the Uttar Pradesh as-
sembly session.

The Styearold Brah-
min leader represents the
1

Mats Prazad Pandey

The appointment of a
Brahmin leader to a key
post holds significance as
the SP its.

twa
<y in Siddharthnagar dis-
wrict. He has served as
Speaker of the Uttar Pra-

desh Assembly twice, in-

cween  2012-
2017, and was elected for
time x

rt from Mr. Pandey,
former Utiar Pradesh My
nister and Kanth MLA Ka-
mal Akhtar has been ap-
pointed chief whip of the
SP n the State Assembly
el Rilmals Murviar Vi,
MLA from Raniganj. has
been named deputy whip.

sps
<hief spokesperson to The
Hinde.

Amex




In midnight reshufile,
President appoints
six new Governors

BJP veteran Om Mathur has been appointed Governor of Sikkim, and

former IAS officer K. Kailashnathan Lieutenant-Governor of Puducherry

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

resident Droupadi
P Murmu appointed

six new Governors
and reshuffled three oth-
ers, a Rashtrapati Bhavan
communique has said.

The communique was
issued past Saturday
midnight.

BJP veteran Om Mathur
has been appointed Gover-
nor of Sikkim, and Mani-
pur Governor Anusuiya Ui-
key has been replaced by
Lakshman Prasad
Acharya, who has been
moved from Sikkim to As-
sam and given additional
charge of Manipur.

Mr. Mathur’s appoint-
ment comes amid specula-
tion that he is a contender
for the post of BJP
president.

Another significant ap-
pointment is that of former
IAS officer K. Kailashnath-
an — a close aide of PM Na-
rendra Modi when he was

Om Mathur

the Chief Minister of Guja-
rat — as the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor of Puducherry. On
June 30, Mr. Kailashnathan
stepped down as the Chief
Principal Secretary to the
Gujarat Chief Minister.

The Rashtrapati Bhavan
communique said the in-
cumbent Governor of As-
sam, Gulab Chand Kataria,
will now be the new Gover-
nor of Punjab as Banwari-
lal Purohit’s resignation
has been accepted. He has
also been appointed Admi-
nistrator of the Union Ter-
ritory of Chandigarh.

Jharkhand  Governor
C.P. Radhakrishnan, who

was also holding additional
charge of Telangana, has
been appointed Governor
of Maharashtra.

Former Union Minister
for Labour and Employ-
ment Santosh Kumar
Gangwar will be the new
Jharkhand Governor, while
former Deputy Chief Mi-
nister of Tripura Jishnu
Dev Varma will be the new
Telangana Governor.

A former Lok Sabha
member from Assam, Ra-
men Deka, has been ap-
pointed Governor of
Chhattisgarh, while a form-
er Lok Sabha member
from Mysore in Karnataka,
C.H. Vijayashankar, will be
the Meghalaya Governor.
In Rajasthan, a BJP leader
from Maharashtra, Harib-
hau Kisanrao Bagde, has
been appointed Governor
to succeed Kalraj Mishra.

“The above appoint-
ments will take effect from
the dates they will assume
charge of their respective
offices,” a statement said.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of Indian
sportswomen who
won Olympic medals

Mara Bhaker becomes the first

Funds raised by the
Harris campaign for

THE2&a HINDU

The points deducted
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On reservations and the OBC creamy layer

What were the recommendations of the Mandal Commission? What

the criteria for

The story so far:
he allotment of Indian
Admin

Non-Cl\‘arny Layer (NCL) candidate
led with

has
Tz issues surrounding the creamy
layer in OBC reservation.

‘What is the history of reservation?
Articles 15 and 16 guarantee equality to all
cltizens in any policy of the governm

and public emPloyrment respectively. in
order to achieve social justiee, they also
enable special provisions for the
advancement of socially and
educationally backward classes or OBC,
Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled
Tribes (ST). Reservaxions for

are Fxed ot 155 and 7.5% respectively, In
jobs, ertcatioeal nsttcurions snd public
Sector undertakings (PSU) at the central
level. it was in 1990, when V. P. singh was
Prime Minister, that 27% rese;

OBC was implemented in central
government employment based on
Mandal Commission (1980)

in 2005,
rvation was enabled for OBC, SC and

The criteria for identifying a person as

Nandan Prasad Committee (1993). It is
¢ the

High stakes: Azpirants look Sor their roll numbers before the UPSE civil services exam, on June 16. P71

holding constitutional posts.

What are the issues?
The recent controversy has raised issues
the

of an

rese
STin
private institutions. In 2019, 10%

was enabled for the
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)
among the unreserved category.

‘What is the creamy layer?

context. However, in order to uphold the
basic structure of equality. it fixed a cap
ofSO‘)G for l'esem)n unl&“ there are

-eptional es. The court also
pro-'tdad i et of Cramnmy, brer
from O

parents alone. The criteria for
belonging to creamy layer is parental
income, excluding income from sala
and agricultural income. being more than

28 lakh in each year in the last three
consecutive financtal )'eaxs Further, the
are also

considered asbelorgmgxo creamy Laver :
a) parents. esther of whom entered
government service (centre or State) as
Group A/Class I officer or parents, both of
whom entered as Group B/Class 1f officers
or father. who was recruited in G

B/Class 1 post and promoted to Group

a managerial
Position in PSUS: (&) either of the parents

process. There are allegations that some
to obtain NCL or l-_\\'s

b
‘e true with respect ©
ity cartificates in order 1o take
benefit of the 4% of seats reserved for
persons with disabilities in central
. There are also

exclusion. Another contentious issue
relates to concentration of reservation
benefits. The Rohini C that

dusion of the ‘creamy kxyer” of the Other Backward (ass? Is the

was ser up for providing recommendation

been garnered by just around 25% of the
OBC castes/sub-castes at the central level.
Close to L.O0O of around 2.600

under the OBC category had
SerO represenrmion i and
educational institutes. Similar issue of
concentration of reservation benefits
persists in the SC and ST category as well.
There is neither any exclusion based on
‘creamy layer” for these communities.

n
Considering societal realities, this higher
of is Itis
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Articles 15 and 16 guarsntes

pertinent to note that as
replies in Parliament, 40-50% of seats
reserved for OBC, SC and ST in the central
government remain unfilled.

What can be the way forward?
The foremost reguirement is to plug the
pholes in the issue of Ni WS and
dsahlmy certificates. There must be
scrutiny to ensure that only
cligibie appncam_s obeain these benefits.
The vacancies for reserved
communities should be filled without

Layes
exc] n in SC and ST category, at least
for children of Group 1/Class A
government offis may be considered.

proposal, there are valid counter

it can be

Nevertheless, a discussion should begin
on these aspects with S seakehotders

implement them. This ensure that

benefits of reservation reach the more
in

amo:
successive gzneraﬂo

1AS officer
and author oj “Pality Snnpbﬁni Views

What is South Africa’s new
law on climate change?

The story so far:
outh Africa’s

President, Cyril
Ramaphosa, signed into law a
plece of legislation that will
impose mandatory curbs on the
emissions from I.arge fossil-fuel heavy

CO2e, a 3% fall from 2021, o

tion on cli

— to achieve targets.

Statista_ It is unclear if these numbers are
strictly comparable and if the fall was
Ilnked to the

focusing on agriculture, forestry and
other land use, energy, industrial
oduct use, and wa:

y dip in
ions following COVID-19. 'rhe energy
seclot represents roughly 50%

with energy mdum-es (-60%)
Sna Iranspon -1236). semg an economy

and pre
Sectars. South Africa has estmaced that it
Toeprines $& IiRian per yeus by 2000 Xt -
has set an internal goal of re
zero emissions” by 2050 in its
L

plans from towns and nllagts The
President said this would enable South
Africa to meet its

which is and
tourism, South Africa has faced

Western pressure to accelerate its
fuel

commitments under the Paris agreement._

What 12 the significance of this law?
The Clima Bill was

away from fossil

What steps has South Africa taken?
Every country submits Nationally

South Africa's National Assembly last
November. South Africa relies on coal as
its primary fuel Rounca & ﬁm' electricity
generation and is he world's top 15
Ereenhouse gas (GHG) iy

o an offcial

in 2017 were
millon onnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent (Mx CO2e), an Increase of 14%
From 2000. In 5052, this foll 16 205 Mt

% »

net
ars12

OND), which

e e trotnd commiiments o e
outh Africa its first

NDC in 2016 and its updated NDC in 2021,

2025, and 350-420 MtOO2e by 2030.
The NDC outlines an approach for a

“just transition,” — or the sustainable

movement !o)obs away from fossil-fuel

chalred by the Prime Minister, for
advising the Union government on all
matters related to climate daange but
there has been no significant movement
on this so far. r, climate change
features and
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Scubs Mricars Practiant Syl

Acx, Water (Prevention and Cont
Pollution) Act among others.

Are these enough?
In April this year, the Supreme Court
Tuled that ciiizens have a “right againze

the adverse effects of climate cl
and referred to the fact thar India did noe
have an omnibus legislation on climate

- “Despite tional
ve the citizens equality
Before the law and right 1o life and
personal liberty, & was now necessary. in
the Court’s view, to explicitly link the
impact of climate ch. as something
which impedes these rights of liberty, life
and equality.” Prior to the UN Conference
of Parties in Duba last year, India
thar th, of its

signed into
piece of legislation that wil
impose m. tory curbs on

the emissions from large,
fossil-fuet heavy industries.

-

Scuth Africa relies on cost as its
primary fuel source for
clectricity generation and is
one of the world's top 15
greenhouse gas (GHG)
emitters.

Climate change festures in
multiple Acts and subordinate

signing of the Climate Change Bill.
What

energy emissions had reduced by 33%
from 2005-2019, 11 years ahead of target.
It also cmnmined ing its emissions

mdia?z
India does not have a
legislation on clima

on
Climate Change Bill, most recennv in
2022 proposed setting up a Council,

et af NDC, unlssmn lme
the total amount

5% by 2030 in the updated
nsity

absolute emissions. India has also
committed to source 50% of its electricity
in 2030 from non-fossil fuel resources.
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On reservations and the OBC creamy layer

oncentration of res

The story so far:
he

allotment of Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) to
Puja Khedkar as an Other
Backward Class (OBC)
Non-Creamy Layer (NCL) candidate
coupled with multiple disabilities has
raised issues surrounding the creamy
layer in OBC reservation.

What is the history of reservation?
Articles 15 and 16 guarantee equality o all
cltizens in any policy of the gover,
Snd public employTacn respectively. I
ondes w achieve coclal Justice, they also
enable special provisions for the
advancement of socially and
ducationally backward classes or OBC,

d Castes (SC) and Scheduled

are fixed at 7.5% respectively. in
jobs, educatsonal imstit nd
sector undertakings (PSU) at the central

level. it was in 1990, when V. P. Singh was
Prime Minister, that 27% reservation for
OnC s knplemnanad {5 centtes)
government e ¢ based on
Mandal Lon’unls:lon (IS&D)
recommendations. Subsequently in 2005,
reservation was enabled for OBC, SC and
STin

Migh stakes: Aspirants look for their rofl numbers before the UPSC civil services exam, on June 16 FT1

The criteria for identifying a person as
part of the creamy Layer is based on the
recommendations of the Justice Ram
Nandan Prasad Committee (1993). It is

; the 3

holding constitutional posts.

‘What are the issues?
The recent controversy has raised issues
e the

ofan
s parents alone. The criteria for

private institutions. In 2019, 10%
rvation was enabled for the

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)

among the unreserved category.

provided for exclusion of creamy Layer
from OBC.

belonging to creamy layer is parental
cluding income

m salary
lng more than
8 lakh in each year in the last three
consecutive financial years. Further, the

whom entered as Group B/Class 1I officers
or fz!her ‘who was recruited in Gi
romoted to Group

in PSUs; (c) efther of the parents

process. There are allegations that some
applicants manage to obtain NCL or EWS

pexsbm ‘with disabilities in central
sovern . There are also
aneganons nfappbcanls and their parents
adopting strategies around

creamy tayer exchston like
e retirement etc.,
spouse’s

exclusion. Another contentious issue
relates to concentration of reservation
benefits. The Rohini G that

‘was set up for providing recommendation
on sub-categor among OBC castes,
has estimated that 97% of reserved jobs
and seats In edus

bee:

concentration of reservation benefits
persists in the SC and ST category as well.
There Is neither any exclusion based on
“creamy layer” for these communities.
‘The reservation at present stands at
0%, including the reservation for EWS.
Considering societal realitles, this higher

1
Pertinent to e et o pel guve«nmem
replies in Parliament, 40-50% of se:

Teberved for OBC, SCand ST in the central
government remain unfifled.

as,
implement them. This would ensure that
benefits of resefvanm reach the more

in

successive genemumm

rajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Polity Simplified’. Views
al.

What were the recommendations of the Mandal Commission? What is the criteria for exdusion of the ‘creamy Eyver” of the Other Backward (Jass? Is the
W
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Articles 15 and 16 guarantes

Castes (SC} and Scheduled

ca2e (1992). it opined that
2 d inant of class
in the indian context.

S Eeagirlaia o

ation may be essential to
Sddress the under
representation or
non-representation of various,
communities.

What is South Africa’s new
law on climate change?

What are the features of the law? Does India

Jacob Koshy

The story so far:
outh Africa’s President, Cyril

Ramaphosa, signed into law a
piece of legislation that will
impose mandatory curbs on the

emissions from large, fossil-fuel heavy

CO2e, a 3% fall from 2021, aucmcnng to
Statista. It is unclear if hese numbers are
strictly comparable and if the fall was

linked to the

slation on climate

dependent industries — to achieve targets,
ocusing on agriculure, forestry and

other land use, energy, industri

oduct use, and

v dip in
emissions following COVID-19. The energy
sector represents roughly 80% of gross
emissions, with energy industries (-60% )
nd trenspore C12%)- Belng s economy

and pr. waste
Sectors. South Africa has estimated that it
requires $8 billion per year by 2030. It
has set an internal goal of reaching ‘net
Zemo emnislctiar by 2050 n e

industries and, require cli
plans from towns and villages. )

President said this would enable Souﬂl
A.frl:a 1o meet

which is and
tourism, South Africa has faced Increasing
Western pressure to accelerate its

away from 1

ts under the Paris agreement._

Whatis the significance of this law?
The Climate Change B y

fosssl fuel
What steps has South Africa taken?
Every country submits Nationally
NDC), which

South Africas National Assembl) last
November. South Africa relies on coal as
its primary fuel source for electricity
generation and is one of the world's top 15

it gt b Fd
South Africa its first
NDC in 2016 and its updated NDC in 2021.

targes
e Toveis of 398 510 MiCO2e hy
2025, and 350-420 MtCO2e by 2030.

“just transition,” — or
movement to jobs away from fossil-fuel

Strac
s\bmlued in 2020. In addition, the

sial Climate Commission released
lls Just 'lransulon Framework in 21
which aims to inform policy rnaklng at the
nexus of dimate and developmen:
enable deep, Just transformational shifts.
These thar the

chaired by the Prime Minister, for

Pollution) Act among others.

Are these enough?

1n April this year, the Supreme Court

e sfaa cltfasie i  SHAs)ie mpmivint
mate cl

e of clu
vl Tererred to the fact thar India Sid not
have an omnibus legislation on climate

guarantees that give the citizens equality
Before the law and right to life and
personal liberty, it was now necessary, in
the Court's view, to explicidly link the

and equality:” to the UN Conference
of Parties in Dubai last year, India
that the of its

were the actions that
signing of the Climate Change Bill.

‘What about India?

India does not have a comprehensive
1 on climate change_ Privanka

ncly in
2022 This proposed setting up a Council,

energy emissions had reduced by 33%
from 2005-2019, 11 years ahead of target.
It also committed to irs emissions
intensity to 45% by 2030 in the updated
set of NDC. Emission inte: refers to
the total amount of GHG emitced for every
(it Increace of GDP. 1t Is Kifhesens tooess

of its electricity
IS 2030 from non fossil fucl resotrees.
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South Africa’s President, Cyvil

fossil-fuel heavy industries.

Scuth Africa relies on cost as its

greechouse gas (GHG}

Climate change festures in
multiple Acts 2nd subordinate
legislation of india. These

PoBution] Act among others.




What is South Africa’s new
law on climate change?

What are the features of the law? Does India have an omnibus legislation on climate change?

Jacob Koshy

The story so far:
outh Africa’s President, Cyril
Ramaphosa, signed into law a
piece of legislation that will
impose mandatory curbs on the
emissions from large, fossil-fuel heavy
industries and, require climate-adaptation
plans from towns and villages. The
President said this would enable South
Africa to meet its emissions reduction
commitments under the Paris agreement.

What is the significance of this law?
The Climate Change Bill was approved by
South Africa’s National Assembly last
November. South Africa relies on coal as
its primary fuel source for electricity
generation and is one of the world’s top 15
greenhouse gas (GHG) emitters.
According to an official estimate, net
emissions in 2017 were estimated at 512
million tonnes of carbon dioxide
equivalent (Mt COZ2e), an increase of 14%
from 2000. In 2022, this fell to 405 Mt

CO2e, a 3% fall from 2021, according to
Statista. It is unclear if these numbers are
strictly comparable and if the fall was
linked to the worldwide, temporary dip in
emissions following COVID-19. The energy
sector represents roughly 80% of gross
emissions, with energy industries (~-60% )
and transport (~12%). Being an economy
which is dependent on agriculture and
tourism, South Affrica has faced increasing
Western pressure to accelerate its
transition away from fossil fuel.

What steps has South Africa taken?
Every country submits Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDC), which
are time-bound commitments to lower
emissions. South Africa submitted its first
NDC in 2016 and its updated NDC in 2021.
The updated NDC commits to 31%
reduction and a fixed target for GHG
emissions levels of 398-510 MtCO2e by
2025, and 350-420 MtCO2e by 2030.

The NDC outlines an approach for a
‘just transition,” — or the sustainable
movement to jobs away from fossil-fuel

dependent industries — to achieve targets,
focusing on agriculture, forestry and
other land use, energy, industrial
processes and product use, and waste
sectors. South Africa has estimated that it
requires $8 billion per year by 2030. It
has set an internal goal of reaching ‘net
Zero emissions’ by 2050 in its
Low-Emission Development Strategy
submitted in 2020. In addition, the
Presidential Climate Commission released
its Just Transition Framework in 2022,
which aims to inform policy making at the
nexus of climate and development to
enable deep, just transformational shifts.
These were the actions that preceded the
signing of the Climate Change Bill.

What about India?

India does not have a comprehensive
legislation on climate change. Priyanka
Chaturvedi, the Rajya Sabha
parliamentarian, had moved a Private
Member’s Bill, called the Council on
Climate Change Bill, most recently in
2022. This proposed setting up a Council,

chaired by the Prime Minister, for
advising the Union government on all
matters related to climate change but
there has been no significant movement
on this so far. However, climate change
features in multiple Acts and subordinate
legislation. These include the
Environmental Protection Act, Forest
Conservation Act, Energy Conservation
Act, Water (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act among others.

Are these enough?

In April this year, the Supreme Court
ruled that citizens have a “right against
the adverse effects of climate change,”
and referred to the fact that India did not
have an omnibus legislation on climate
change. “Despite Constitutional
guarantees that give the citizens equality
before the law and right to life and
personal liberty, it was now necessary, in
the Court’s view, to explicitly link the
impact of climate change as something
which impedes these rights of liberty, life
and equality.” Prior to the UN Conference
of Parties in Dubai last year, India
communicated that the intensity of its
energy emissions had reduced by 33%
from 2005-2019, 11 years ahead of target.
It also committed to revising its emissions
intensity to 45% by 2030 in the updated
set of NDC. Emission intensity refers to
the total amount of GHG emitted for every
unit increase of GDP. It is different from
absolute emissions. India has also
committed to source 50% of its electricity
in 2030 from non-fossil fuel resources.
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South Africa’s President, Cyril
Ramaphosa, signed into law a
piece of legislation that will
impose mandatory curbs on
the emissions from large,
fossil-fuel heavy industries.

v

South Africa relies on coal as its
primary fuel source for
electricity generation and is
one of the world’s top 15
greenhouse gas (GHG)

emitters.

v

Climate change features in
multiple Acts and subordinate
legislation of India. These
include the Environmental
Protection Act, Forest
Conservation Act, Energy
Conservation Act, Water
(Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act among others.



« South Africa’s New Climate Change Law (ST&TOT 3TWhIehT T «1dT
Searg qRade Flelel)

* Key Features (&I ﬁahr-lﬁ)

* Imposes mandatory curbs on emissions from large, fossil- fueI heavy

industries (93, GﬁT:lTQ?Fr-%’ﬂ?-r TR Wﬁ T 3cHoid I 3faary
P IGER RG]

* Requires climate- adaptatlon plans from towns and villages (QI'G'RT 3 Imar
q STeAdrg-3Te]helsl ATl TaeTh g).




* Significance (Hgcd)Aims to meet emissions\reduction corrclmitments
under the Paris agreement (elﬁ\F FASA & dgd 3cdolad H Al
I GTATCEATT I QW HA T &)

e South Africa is one of the world’s top 15 GHG emitters, heavily relying

on coal for(el\ect(icity generation ( 3T%hIehT %‘E—ITIT & MY 15
GHG 3ol H & Ueh g, il Tdolell 3cdiced o olv &bl W

s IR ).




Nationally Determined Contributions (Wmﬁﬁfiﬂﬁ?r
JIaTereT)Submitted first NDC in 2016 and updated in 2021

(TEeT NDC 2016 H 3T 319ST 2021 H TEJ foham).

L 2

®

Targets 31% reduction and aims for 398-510 MtCO2e by
2025, and 350-420 MtCO2e by 2030 (31% & T 6T 3R
2025 T 398-510 MtCO2e 3iX 2030 deh 350-420 MtCO2e
I I8,



» Financial Requirements (AT 3Taeg+dmv)

* Requires S8 billion per year by 2030 to meet targets (ST&AT oY PRy HLed h
forT 2030 =% ay $8 TaferasT & maedehdn).




* Current Legislation (a?rlﬂﬁ E?IFIT-I')Indla does not have a
comprehensive climate change law (AR & g U <Y

STAdY IRade Flefel 8T 8).

* Various acts like Environmental Protection Act, Forest Conservation
Act, etc., address climate change issues (CI'ZﬁT:ITUT TLET0T AT,
ao TIETOT RN H, 3 O AffeeT IMRTHIA STerarg
aRade Heal 1 FaDd A &),




1. Recent Developments (§Tel & Ta&IT)

1. Supreme Court ruling on right against adverse effects of climate change (aaaTgr
W%Wqﬁ%%ﬂmmwwmwﬁmﬁ).



e Consider the following statements regarding South Africa’s new climate change law:
1.The law imposes mandatory curbs on emissions from large, fossil-fuel heavy industries.
2.1t requires climate-adaptation plans from towns and villages.

3.South Africa aims to reduce its GHG emissions by 50% by 2030 under the new law.
 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3



Jharkhand MLAs
Disqualified under Anti-

defection Law O




* The Jharkhand Assembly Speaker’s Tribunal disqualified two
legislators under the anti-defection law .

« About Anti-Defection Law

« Background and Need: The defections of legislators during
the 1960s and 70s from their parent parties created political
Instability iIn many States, bringing down elected governments.



* Therefore, to ensure the stabllity of elected
governments,The 52nd constitutional amendment introduced
the ‘anti-defection’ law through the Tenth Schedule in 1985.



* Provisions: It disqualifies a
legislator if they voluntarily give
up their party membership or
violate the party whip on voting.

 The law applies to both
Parliament (Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha) and state legislatures.

 The Speaker or Chairman of the

House decides on disqualification
based on petitions filed by other
members.



 Exceptions: Defections are allowed if one-third of the members
of a party decide to split and form a new party.

 Legislators can switch parties without disqualification if their
original party merges with another party.



* Objectives

* Preventing Political
Instability: By reducing the
frequency of defections, the law
has helped in creating more
stable governments, allowing for
smoother governance.




 Ensuring Accountability: It holds legislators accountable for
their commitment to the party that elected them, thereby
reinforcing their responsibility towards the electorate.

 Promoting Party Discipline: By discouraging defections, the
law helps maintain internal discipline within political parties,
ensuring cohesive functioning.



« Supreme Court Observations

 The Supreme Court clarified that the anti-defection law applies
even If a faction splits from a political party and manages to
cobble up a majority within the party itself.

* This means that a group of legislators, whether in the majority or
minority, cannot escape the provisions of the Tenth Schedule by
claiming to belong to the same party.



* The Speaker or Chairperson’s decision is final, it is subject to
judicial review by the courts, ensuring that the process remains
fair and just.



Impact of QOil Spills on
Environment



* Recently, the Typhoon Gaemi
has wreaked havoc across
Taiwan, the Philippines and
parts of southeastern China,
resultant heavy rains led to
the sinking of the oil tanker
laden with 1.4 million litres of
oil, in Manila Bay.




« Understanding Oil Spills

 OIl spills occur when crude oil or refined petroleum products
are released into the environment, typically due to accidents
during transportation, offshore drilling, or tanker mishaps.

* These spills can have both immediate and long-term
consequences for ecosystems and human communities.



* as their by-products — heavier fuels used by large ships such
as bunker fuel or oily refuse of any kind.

« Gasoline, for instance, is worse than crude oil because it's lighter and
more toxic.



» Types of Oil Spills

 Major Incidents: These are more severe and often result from
pipeline breaks, tanker accidents (sinking or running aground),
or drilling mishaps. The consequences of major spills can be felt
for decades.

 Minor Spills: These occur during routine operations, such as
when oll spills from a ship during refuelling.



International Incidence

Indian incidents

— Venezuela: In 2020 oil leakage from the El
Palito refinery in Venezuela.

— Japanese ship MV Wakashio carrying fuel oil
split into two parts near Blue Bay Marine Park
in south-east Mauritius.

— Russia: Arctic (Norilsk diesel fuel spill) Oil Spill.
— Santa Barbara spill off California (1969),
where over four million gallons of oil were

released.

— Chennai 2017: Two ships collided off
Kamarajar Port Limited’s (KPL) harbour and
resulted in a major oil spill disaster.

— Sundarban 2014: Oil spill in Sela River,
Bangladesh created an environmental concern
for India too.

— ONGC Uran Plant leaked oil in the Arabian
Sea in 2013.

— Mumbai coast: In 2010 two ships collided
causing the 800 tonnes of the oil spill.




Related Environmental Impacts

Marine Life and Habitats:

e Physical Effects: Oil coats the surface of the water,
reducing sunlight penetration. This disrupts
photosynthesis and affects marine plants like algae
and seagrass.



Chemical Effects: Toxic
components in oil harm fish,
shellfish, and other aquatic
organisms. These toxins can

accumulate in the food chain.

Birds and Mammals: Oil can kill

surface-dwelling animals and
birds by poisoning or
suffocation. It also affects
buoyancy and natural

vulnerable.

waterproofing, making animals

/




« Coastal and Marine Environments:

« Recovery Time: Coastal and marine ecosystems can take several
decades to recover from oil pollution. Even after visible signs
disappear, lingering effects persist.

« Mangroves and Wetlands: These sensitive habitats suffer from oll
contamination, affecting their ability to support biodiversity.



« Economic Impact:

* Fisheries: Qil spills disrupt fishing
activities, leading to economic
losses for coastal communities.

 Tourism: Contaminated beaches

and water discourage tourism,

Impacting local economies. - ey
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 Measures to Address Ol Spills

* Prevention: Strict regulations for oil tankers, pipelines, and
offshore platforms; Improved safety protocols during oill
transport and extraction.

 Response and Cleanup: Rapid containment and recovery of
spilled oll; Use of booms, skimmers, and dispersants; Natural
processes (such as microbial degradation) play a role In
breaking down oill.



« Control Measures for Oil Spills

* Bioremediation: It refers to the
use of specific microorganisms to
remove any toxic or harmful
substances

« The Energy and Resource
Institute (TERI) has developed Oill
Zapper Bacteria which can
degrade the oil quickly.




Oil Booms: They are temporary floating barriers used to contain
marine spills, protect the environment, and assist in recovery.

Using Dispersants: Dispersal agents are chemicals that are sprayed
upon the spill with the help of aircraft and boats, which aid the natural
breakdown of oil components




First Ever ‘Cultural Property
Agreement’ Between India

and US O




* India and the United States of
America signed the first ever
‘Cultural Property Agreement’ to
prevent and curb the illicit
trafficking of antiquities from India
to the USA.
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« About Cultural Property Agreement (CPA)

e It was Initiated in 2022 and formalized through diplomatic notes
and discussions, with support from the NGO ‘Antiquity
Coalition.’

e [t Is aligned with the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means
of Prohibiting and Preventing the lllicit Import, Export and
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, to which both
countries are States party.



Gender Equality
In Sports




* With the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games, history will be
made as an equal number of men and women compete, marking the
largest gender-equal sporting event.

* As per recently released, UNESCO’s Sport and Gender Equality Game
Plan




* Key Observations:

1.Sexual Abuse: 21% of women athletes and 11% of men
reported childhood sexual abuse In sports.

2.High Dropout: 49% of girls drop out of sports during
adolescence, 6 times higher than boys, due to lack of role
models, safety concerns, lack of confidence, and negative body
Image.




1.lnequality: No women In the
top 50 highest-paid athletes.

2.Leadership: Only 30% of
major sports federations were
chaired by women in 2023.




e Suggested Actions:

1.Use sports media to change attitudes and address gender
Inequalities.

2.Promote gender equality in sports leadership and decision-
making.

3.Develop gender-responsive infrastructure and budgeting.
4.End all forms of gender-based violence in sports.




Omnibus (HHA):

* Meaning: Comprising several items.

* Sentence: India does not have an
omnibus legislation on climate change.
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