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One swallow does not
make a summer, neither
does one fine day; similarly
one day or brief time of
happiness does not make a
person entirely happy.

Aristotle, The Nicomachean Ethics
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sPEAKING UP
Bring back Planning
Commission: Mamata

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE
Assam’s
Charaideo

Moidams
enter list

PRESIDEMTIAL ELECTION

Sri Lanka to go to the
polls on September 21

WORLD » PAGE 12

TERRORISM THREAT

GROUND ZERC » PAGE

The menace is on the
rise in Jammu region

KARGIL WAR AMNIVERSARY

PM backs Agnipath
scheme, warns Pak.
MEWS » PAGE 4

INSIDE

LUCKNOW
The Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha and former
ongress president, Rabul
Gandihl, appesred befors an
P-MLA court in Sultanpur on

Mishea. Mr Gandhi -Ieged hat
the case was fied to gain
“cheap publicty™ » PAGE &

AAI flags rise in

fires at airports,
issues advisory

The Airports Authority of India
(AM) has sued > safety

employees and air traffic
services to

Let the Games begin

Abitlion hopes: The indian cortingent sais down the Seine at the Opening Ceremorny of the Paris Olympics on Friday. AFP

After arson attacks on rail network,
show by the Seine rolls out in Paris

ed Press
PARES

.

featured football icon Zine-
dine Zidane. Plumes of
French blue, white and red
smoke And Lady

the Standard Operating
Procedure set to prevent and
respond to fires. 3 PAGE S

ns
as a cradle of revolution,
Paris kicked off its first

Summer Olympics In a
century on Friday with a

Will not be silent
on Gaza, Harris
tells Netanyahu

WASHINGTON
Kamala Harris signalled a

Gaza over the past nine months
is devastating”. » PAGE 12

opening ce-
remony studded with stars

and fantasy, showcasing
the city’s resilience as
authorities dealt with sus-

pened the mood ahead of
the ceremony.

Bur as global audiences
tuned in, the show

rits. A humorous short film

Gaga sang. In French, with
dancers shaking pink
adding

o transpon organ.lse and
safegua Id have
v pry (ase if they hast

m-Entranc,
mmission to tundergrad:
medical and Paramedica

Seventeen candidates
scored 720 out of 720 to
share the top rank. down
from 67 in the first version

the results released on

asked the NTA to deduct
marks for 3 physics ques.
that

812 opted to appear, and
the third iteration was is-

our of the I7 toppers
cm
x

ssive protest: Students protest ower the paper leak case outside

the Education Ministry in New
are from Rajasthan, three
from _Maharashtra, two
each from Delhi and Uttar

. and ome each
from Bihar, Punjab, West

Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kera-
1a, and Chandigarh.
six

score 716
Six candidates scored 716
and 77 scored 715 in the lat-

Of the 67 toppers in the
first version of the results,

SHASHE SHEKIAR KASHEAR

six had
marks ter
rolled back by the the NTA

Olympic host &
vith stadi-

previous
thes that opened w
shows.

along the ceremony route
fumed over long waits to
get to their sears.

“Paris has been great,

houn advance with his
wife. “When you spend
$6,000 on two tickets,
well, that's a litle
fi

rustrating.~

Award-winning theatre
director Thomas Jolly, the
show’s creative mind, use
the Parls cityscape as e
playground for his 1

lon. His task: tell the

slar) of France, its people,
and its history in
leaves an indelible
on Olympic audiences.

e i
» PAGE 1

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

on Friday agreed to

examine -

nors, by indefinitely situng
on crucial Bil

eventually refer them (o

T ot the Centie The bre_
sident had subsequent
wmmem consent to four
seven
Bills had dealt with Centre-
State

SC will examine if
Governors’ actions
‘subvert federalism

The court’s decision comes on a petition by Kerala over the Governor

sitting on crucial Bills and eventually referring them to the President

ee

the Centre

The machinations of the Governor saw
ke decision:

n issues

exclusively coming within the ambit of the

States legiskative domain
STATE OF KERALA

kgislzﬂan" before refer-
seven Bills to the
in

N THE SC

of the elected executive,
whic]

Yoar withour mentioning

assent on

assigning
any reasons.

Thus, the State sald, the
machinatior the Gover-
T saw the Gentre tali de-
cisions on ssues exchusive-
Iy coming within the ambit
of the State's legislative
domain.

It argued that the Gover-

serve a

Withholding assent
Kerala, represented by se-
nior advocates K.K. Venu-

proviso to Articie 313 of the
Constinstion

Chief Justice Chandra-
chud said the court would
look into “when Governors.
can refer Bllls to the Prest-

m e Ban Dot posled
t 20.
'I'he court Issued notice

had sac on them. He de-
nled the people of kerala
benefits of the welfare

to the
to the Kerala Governor and
the

Constitution
ee organs of State, by
rendering the functioning

the Bills, and
then tha State Legiximre,

passed the Bills,
wnolly ineffective _and
otsose. t of the

Constitution,” the State of
Kerala argued.

s is a sad state of . al'r
fairs. The Su,
Step i and tell the

dent.... O e, the Con-
stitution is being rendered
.~ Mr. Ve pal ad-

stied notoe & the

Gowe:

'l’he mnlef.h.mnm asked
Mr. Gupta
and senlor advocais AM.

Singhvi, appearing for the
State of West Bengal along
with advocate Astha Shar-

17 candidates secure perfect scores as
NTA declares final results of NEET-UG

One more held in
paper leak case

were recovered. 3 PAGE 5

SC extends stay on Uttarakhand, UP.
order to shops on Kanwar Yatra route

~

W DELHI

The Supreme Court on Pri-

Kanwar

play their names was in
line wu.h a “Central law™._

nch of Justices

VN

the physics question.

The court had ruled that
five marks be deducted for
all «

hearings. Nearly 45 peti-
Hlons ware led in the i twop

of
during the exam at select

Khe old NCER'I' book.

The number of quzllf)'~
ing candidates has
dipped by 415 in the et
results. Of e 23,33.162
candidates who had taken

centres. the test, 13,15,853 have
Forty-f to the
Bad acored 720 on account resukts izmed on kme 4,

of an amblguity created by

13,16,268 had g

Roy and

Bharti refused to rethink
earlier stay on

(he lmplenhenladnn of the
directives Issued by Utar
Pradesh and Urttarakhand,
and extended the stay or-

rs till August 5.

Pradesh, repre-
sented by senior advocate
A . that
there was nothing wrong
in ordering shop owners
and their staff along the ya-

= woyage: ‘Kanwariyas’ carmy
ver a3 part of the yatra in Haridwar on Friday. =T

“Itisa by law.

=acred water from the Ganga

Your Lordships’ order stay-
ing it violates the Central

ross
tain areas. You can file an
afmdavit 1 have
enforced it everywhele.
Justice Roy retorted.

Rol
early date for 8 detafied
he:

puty
Advocate General Jatinder
Kumar Sethy said that simi-

lar directives were issued
in ~all festivals”. He adde
that the directive was an
antidote against “law and
order probie;

.\napphcam, wheo intro-
duced himself a devo-
to0, claimed that in Muzaf-

but serve non-vegetarian

food. He said that he had a
right to his choice of food
and bellefs.

shopkeeper from volunta-
rily displayi
The Bemch said the order

Singhvi, for Lok Sabha P
Mahua submitted

ment to their pleas had on-
ly reached them on July 25.
They sought more time to
study the response and

urged the court to adjourn
the hearing.

-+
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Pakistan
rejects Modis
Kargil Vijay
Diwas speech
as rhetoric

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan on Friday reject-
ed Prime Minister Naren-

~rhetorical
and said it cannot

staternents™
deflect

PM defends Agnipath scheme
on anmversary of Kargll War

is to make the

he slams (.unzat:\s for opposing the »n:heme- he calh out Pakistan’s support to proxy war in J&K

from India’s effores to “sup-
press™ the Kashmi:
people.

o
Foreign Office. the “rhetor-
scal statements by the In-
dian leaders deflect
lnlelnaﬂnnal Bnmdon
from India’s

approach to suppress e

regional peace, and are to-
tally counter-productive
for resolution of long-

rades_ But the Army means

the faith of 140 crore coun-

trymen. The goal of Agni-

path is to make the Army

young. to keep the Army
£

Pakistan and India, espe-
gilally the core dispute of
Jammu and

it for war”
AMr Mods said.
Referring to the Opposi-

Forelgn Office (FO) ;m
It stated that P.

stands resolute in its intent
and ability to saf d its
suvaelgn against any ag-
fon. Zwhile Pakistan
s ready to counter India’s
aggresstve actions, it re-

ace
in the region.” it added.

ton's of the Agni-
pa e. Mr. Modi
said, “Unfortunately. peo-
ple have e 2 sen-

Army. These people never

in memoriam: Narendra Modi pays homage at the Kargil War

wanted the Army and the
indian

port to the proxy war in

Memorial on the cccasion of “Vijay Diwas. in Oras, on Friday. PT1

Jammu and Kashmir and

rise attacks in the Jammu
region.

“Pakistan has failed in
all its nefarious attempes in
the past. Pakistan, howev-
er, has not leant from his-
tory. It is trying to keep it-
self relevant by supporting
terre

ror can hear my voice di-
rectly. 1 want to tell these

rism full force and the
enemy given a befit-
ting reply,” Mr. Modi sasd.

The Prime Minister paid
homage to war heroes at

Modi’s claim
‘blatant lie’, an
insult to our
armed forces,

says Kharge

NEW DELHL

the Kangil War
Dras in Kargil dist
Mr. Mods rc(alled the In-

< chief jun
Eharme on Pridey scensed

ASEAN cornerstone of India’s

Prime
Modi of dolng “petty poll(»
ics™ even on

martyrs
ys, referring to the Prime

. Our forc-

nipath scheme as gty
was launched at the behest
of the armed torces.

r. Modi's claim that his
g:yvernmenl implemented
scheme at the

the operation despite the
extreme and challenging
battle conditions,” he said

He said the land of Xar-
gil was witness 1o the su-

development of Ladakh or
IEK

“1t will be

since article 370 was abol-

August. J&K is star-

fngar - 2 bright future. talk-

dreams.

five years

s growing r:
pidly in 1adakh and j&K_"

Dehes: of the was “a
blatans lie and an unforgiv-
able insult™ to the armed
forces, he sai

Modiji, it is you who
are spreading LIES! Form-
er Army chief General
M.M. Naravane (retd) has
said on record that 75% of
recruits were to be taken
for permanency in the “Ag-
nipath Scheme” and 25% of

scheme for al-l three armed
forces.”
BIP dueu P. Nadda, ho-
wever, hit back at the Con-

“Unfortu-

Congress ignored
needs of our armed
forces: Vaishnaw

NEW DELHI

Union Minister Ashwini

Vaishnaw on Friday hit out

at the Congress, accusing
ed

under Mr. Modi's leader-
ship. had taken
strides in the defence sec-

structu-
ing prefe-
digenous

dent on imports.

Defamation case an attempt to gain
‘cheap publicity’, says Rahul Gandhi

Prime
Modi who was taking the
nation on the path of sci-
reliance, he

Addressing
the national capital. Mr.
Vaishnaw said the coun

armed forces,” the Minister
noted.

case. He said the case had
been filed to gain “cheap
ity

Rahul Gandhs

A local BJP leader. Vijay
Mishra. had filed the defa-

against Mr.
Gandhi on Angusl 4, 2018

1a. Mr. Gandhi's ;
informed reporters.

for making alleged objec-
against
the then BJP national presi-

dent Amit Shah. The court
of special judge Shubham
Verma fixed August 12 as

petitioner would be re-
corded. the evidence
would be presented.
Meets cobbler

with
a large number of Congress
leaders and workers ac-
com; him.

On his way to Sultanpur,
Mr. Gandhi stopped at a
cobbler’s shop for an inte-
raction.

He had a chat with the

oty e s ion
and sought

~Leader of the Oppasi-
o i stopped
the car on the and met

working people,
their voice from the
T thhe PasHament. Our atm
is to make their present
safe and _their future
prosperous.” the Congress
party wrote in a post on X

Act East Policy: Jaishan

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) was the cornerstone of India’s Act East

and its Indo-Pacific vision, External

Policy
Minister S. J:
sought to expand

cooperation
Jai was in the Laotian capital of Vientiane
fo participate in the meetings of ASE

n his the

of the ASE.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2034, the
Alinistry of External Affasrs said. e

Mosques covered on Kanwar
Yatra route in Haridwar

Facades of two

and a mazar along the

ues
oute in Uttarakhand's Ha
with large

ridwar
sheets o!‘ while
uncovered b,

Svening afier objections from warous q.uners
The she, T

ets were

ings in

front of two mosques and a maner. all in the
s

area. The

and the

caretakers said they were

not aware of

any administrative order in this regard and
claimed this was for the first time that such a step
had been taken during the yatra. Though the

of

Police and

Senlor
District Magistrate were not available for
Satpal told

that it was done to maintain peac;

_ “Any such

e
thing is done only to prevent trouble,” he said. »

Congress questions Centre’s

‘fiscal mismanagement’ in J&K

The Congress on Friday accused the Centre of

and Kashmir. Jairam Ramesh asked why
aram:

™
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sich.

an was
Andhra and Bihar

but not to the Unson Territory. He claimed that

(he

~_“The ¥M got approval from Parliament
5 borsowr 212,000 crore last year. This year,
that

documents.

actual

borrowings were twice the amount, at €24

crore. Bor
two years.

000
-fold in the Last
scal

at
S56% in EYa4 Capex has been Slashed by 105,

he said.

‘Bangladesh govt. acting as if a foreign army is invading the country’

India, to use informal channels to cool down the sil

over the d

Nobel Laureate and political rival of Sheikh Hasina savs that there dre standard prooedun_s to handle protesters in a democracy where there is rule of law: he calls for international community,
particularly 3 v for order to be restored

INTERVIEW

of protests over the quota
Speaking to The

Hindu trom Paris, Nobel

mad
ppealed for the in-

It seems to be under
control after the new
verdict...

Well, it's not something
that happened after [ came

The issue is the govern-
ment is treating the situa-
tion as if a forelgn army &s

esh.... mo-

and particularly India, io
reach out to Prime Minis-
onr: Shakli Heskxn to call
for calm. Mr. Yunus. a pol-
itical rival of Ms. Iiasina,
faces y cases that he
says are politically motivac-
ed. He says another elec-
tion may be warranted for
the restoration of democ-
racy in the country.

Give us a sense of what
you've heard about the
n

people from univer-
sities, the top one per cent
of society who are ready to
run the country. And
you're killing them at ran-
dom as if they are an invad-
ing force from another
country? them on
sightt

You have called for the
international

community to get
How

would you like them to
act?

1 was noc looking for any

ships and informal chan-
nels to restrain our lead-
ers. make them aware of
the

acy. As
a Triendly actian, o pick
up the phone and say.
~What's going on there?—.
The kind of things friends
dofor friends. some way at

cooling ch
Sroaldbe i helplul in sa\ﬂng
people’s lives.
India has already made

statement saying that
This s an Internal

the quota

pen to another country
with ease.

matter of

You may say this in public

ship privately. PMs may be
calking to each other if they
see that something is going

wrong.
We still have the dream
. We help each

of SAARC.
other. We make things ea-

democracy. rule of law, hu-

man rights, role of the jud-

iciary. People have the

ngm 1o express their views
nd the

government has no
Tight o a1l them for their
views.

says

rule of law and practice of
democracy In Bangladesh.
Let us not turn our face
away from it for our conve-

nce.
All the media should
come and see what is hap-

m the concern
the protests over You're to the
1971 quotas is that they way the protests were
are also handled. The Hasina
that

Do you think that's
true?

hat will be stretching the
imagination too far. The

the slightest touch regard-
ing the relationship bet-
ween Banglxdesh and In-
dia. issue s

the protesters
themselves turned
violent, that they were
picketing police posts.
1f demonstrators are unru-

Iy. there are standard pro-
Sedures to handle such a

responds
That's not how i

ng (e'rihly wrnng it

Prime Hasina
has just won elections

may

[in January 2024]. Isnt
calling for resignations

case. I have already re-
ceived a six-month prison
which is another

We have committed our-
selves to democracy and to
i

cooked up case_
What do you think can
back

stay
freshly

Whether you're
elected or you're not elect-

These cases are also a fai-
lure of the rule of law. The
ons aganst

bring
from this point, back to
the norms of democracy
that you say has failed?

belongs to the people, not
to some people in the
government.

Are you suggesting
another election?

Of course, election Is the
wltimare solusion of all pol-
itical problems. When so-
doesny’

ace me are
about for-
gery. and money launder-
ing - these

ac:usanons ‘l'hese are lo-
tally fabricated stories, all
made up. Many human
rights organisations have
said they are baseless. It is
to harass me.

In a labour law violation

"t work, you
g0 back to the people to

their instructions.
'l.'bey are the ultimate own-

tion, not an election of a
magician.

Full interview is ar
thiink.in/Yines)




PM defends Agnipath scheme
on anniversary of Kargil War

The goal of Agnipath is to make the Army young and keep it continuously fit for war, says Modi as

he slams Congress for opposing the scheme; he calls out Pakistan’s support to proxy war in J&K

Peerzada Ashiq
KARGIL
peaking on the 25th
s anniversary of the
1999 Kargil War,

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday defended
the Agnipath scheme and
targeted the Opposition for
its criticism of the scheme.

He also warned Pakistan
of “a befitting reply” for its
continuous support to ter-
rorism and the proxy war
in Jammu and Kashmir.

“The Agnipath scheme
is an example of the neces-
sary reforms done by the
Army. For some people,
the Army was meant for sa-
luting politicians and pa-
rades. But the Army means
the faith of 140 crore coun-
trymen. The goal of Agni-
path is to make the Army
young, to keep the Army
continuously fit for war,”
Mr. Modi said.

Referring to the Opposi-
tion’s criticism of the Agni-
path scheme, Mr. Modi
said, “Unfortunately, peo-
ple have made such a sen-
sitive issue related to na-
tional security a subject of
politics. These are the
same people who wea-
kened our Army by com-
mitting scams worth thou-
sands of crores in the
Army. These people never

In memoriam: Narendra Modi pays homage at the Kargil War
Memorial on the occasion of ‘Vijay Diwas’, in Dras, on Friday. PTI

wanted the Army and the
Indian Air Force (IAF) to be
self-reliant. They never
wanted Tejas to be intro-
duced in the IAF.”

Mr. Modi targeted the
Congress for its failure to
meet the demands of the
armed forces in the past.
“The Congress failed to
meet the demands of forc-
es, including the Army and
the Air Force. These de-
mands fell on the deaf ears
in the past. There was a
huge yearning for reforms.
Our government took a
step to listen to the forces
and today we have a list of
5,000 weapons that are no
longer being exported
from outside,” he said.

The Prime Minister also
called out Pakistan’s sup-
port to the proxy war in

Jammu and Kashmir and
said the enemy would be
given a befitting reply. The
remarks came against the
backdrop of growing terro-
rist attacks in the Jammu
region.

“Pakistan has failed in
all its nefarious attempts in
the past. Pakistan, howev-
er, has not learnt from his-
tory. It is trying to keep it-
self relevant by supporting
terrorism and proxy war. I
am speaking from a place
where the masters of ter-
ror can hear my voice di-
rectly. I want to tell these
patrons of terrorism that
their nefarious intentions
will never succeed. Our
soldiers will crush terro-
rism with full force and the
enemy will be given a befit-
ting reply,” Mr. Modi said.

The Prime Minister paid
homage to war heroes at
the Kargil War Memorial at
Dras in Kargil district.

Mr. Modi recalled the In-
dian Army’s operations
launched in the high-alti-
tude peaks of the region.
“India wanted peace but
the enemy showed its dual
face. Finally, falsehood got
defeated. The victory in
the Kargil War showed our
commitment towards our
nation and the valour of
our brave forces. Our forc-
es successfully executed
the operation despite the
extreme and challenging
battle conditions,” he said.

He said the land of Kar-
gil was witness to the su-
preme sacrifices made by
the bravehearts 25 years
ago. “The names of those
who offered their lives for
this land will remain alive
forever,” he said.

He pledged that India
will defeat every challenge
that comes in the way of
development of Ladakh or
J&K.

“It will be five years
since Article 370 was abol-
ished in August. J&K is star-
ing at a bright future, talk-
ing about big dreams.
Besides infrastructure de-
velopment, the tourism
sector is also growing ra-
pidly in Ladakh and J&K.”
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#NorthEastMatters

Did You Know?

The Ahom dynasty ruled over Assam for over
600 years, the longest continuous rule by a
particular dynasty in the history of India.

None of the foreign invaders - b including

the Mughals could invade "‘*' Assam.
The Ahoms are ,Ma, believed
to have defeated [
Mughals

17 timesl!




ll gmpath Scheme

o Age - 17% - 21 Years

« Duration of service four years including training

o 1St year salary package of Z4.76 lakhs (approx.) with
upgradation of up to 6.92 lakhs (approx.) in 4th year

« Post Release - Seva Nidhi Package of approx
Z11.71 Lakhs mcludmg Interest (Tax Free)

« Agniveer Skill Certificate -
assist in post release job opportunities




PAY & BENEFITS:
WHAT THE AGNIVEERS GET

M InHand (70%)
M Contribution to Seva Nidhi (30%)*

Similar contribution to corpus fund by Government of India**

BASIC PAYPERMONTH

Total

| | | |
contribution
30,000 33,000 36,500 40,000 0 Seva Nidhi

after4yrs

10.04 Lakh

(%5.02 Lakh* +
?5.02 Lakh**)

Ist Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year
All figures in ¥ (Monthly Contribution)

Exit After L <11.71 Lakh as SevaNidhi Package
4 Ye ars (Including interest accumulated on the above

amount as per the applicable rates)



India has more troops than China but far

fewer aircraft and vessels

Country-wise see

comparison in 2021 r E ’,'-.
Ground Naval vessels Combat

= forces (mn) (‘000 tonnes) aircraft
o ve R |0 [0
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Heavy rain floods parts of
Guijarat: IMD issues red alert

2,500 people were rescued and more
han 15,000 wire Shifted o sater Tocations i
areas affected by floods caused by incessant rain
in south Gujarat and Saurashtra regions. The IMD
has issued a red alert in a few places while an
orange slert has been fssuied in the districes in
south Gujarat region. So far, around 12 people
Fiave died tn rainrelited mcidents i the State in
the past one week. Severe 1 and

to properties have been reported in 13 districts,
including Tapl. Dang, Surat, Navsart and Dwas]
“The Purna river in south Gujarat is now

above the danger mark. Twelve teams of the
NDRF have been deployed for rescue operations.

India. U.S. sign agreement
to protect cultural heritage

India and the U.S. on Friday signed a cultural

cooperation to pro:m ieuieal heritage of both
Cultur: prevent

gl erade of cutturay Pproperty and simplify the

process by which locted and stolen antiquities

may be returned to their country of origin. The
US-india Cultural Agreement was

U.S. Ambassador to India Eric o
and Culture Secretary Mohan in

ilaieral CRIrE) ProPErey SErecmrert paTers.

CBI arrests
one more in
NEET paper
leak case

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBD arrested

Dhanbad district on
in connection with the
NEET-UG paper leak case.

is is the 37th arrest in
the case in Jharkhand and
Bihar.

Chargesheet filed
against 7 accused in
Pune car crash case

he

PUNE

The agency a
sack full of documents and
2 few phones from a pond

based on informadon gh-
ven by Mr. Pawan

name surfaced during the
interr. Amit Xu-

mar. Mr. Amit was arrested

from Dhanbad along with
Aman Singh. Mr. Amit told
the investigators that Mr.
Pawan had played a pivotal
o the

the Ihuxury car accident
case. lndudmg the parents

of a minor bo as al-
legediy et the wheel,

crash, an official sal
Friday.

The 900-page chargesh-
eet, submitted on Thurs-

Abouguet and

ked question paper. AT

®
Doy, whose case 1o betng

Friday pashin g s
cusy

He told the ncy
about the documents and
phones along with other
that

Dhanbad are linked to Oa-
sis School in Hazaribagh_

by the

Juvenile justice

ws), SIS vhi srvas & ac:-
A hav charge

inder IPC sections rel.ned

The -end car alles-
ediy driven by the minor

er the nﬂuenze of al-
et d down two

mmorbike—boxm [

ing them. The boy’s father

sa builder.

pital and cwo middiemen,

posters at the sccident spot in Kalyani Nagar in Pune
where 3 luxury car had hit and killed two people. FILE PHOTO

the Maharashtra govern-
mentrun medical facility,

a Pune court on Thurs- Amar Gaikwad — acted as
day‘ said Balka-
Commis-  boy’s father and the doc-

sloner of Police (Crime).
The boy's parents and
two Sassoon General Hos-
pital doctors — Aj
en

department, and Dr. Shri-
hari Halnor — and Al
Ghatkamble, a staffer at

tors to facilitate financial

eet contains a crash impact
analysis report, technical
evidence. forensic labora-
tory and DNA repores.

ndian Navy frigate (S
the port side following a fire on Sunday. ANI

Getting Navy frigate
upright may take up
to 3 months: official

There n-
NEW DELHI of water into the ship,

officials added. preli’
It may take up to three ry ssment of the
months to get INS Brahma-  ship which will determine

putra upright and on even
keel, defence officials said.
The frigate, which turned
w0 a side after a fire on-

about 40 to 45 degrees on
the port side.

“The frigate turned to a
side likely due to imba-
lance during the firefight- 90
at the Naval Dockyard in

wever, it has only listed at  Mumbal In December
an angle and not entirely  2016. Two people were
like in the case of IS Ber-  killed and 34 injured in the
wa,” an official in the know  incident. The ship
said. A sailor was killed in  made operational again in
the incident the first quarter of 2018.
1s expoctad ‘o take For the salv ra-

tion, global firms will need

AAI flags increase in fire accidents at
airports, stresses need to follow SOP

CHENNAL

The Atrpores Authoriey of
india (AAD has issued a
fety advisory expressing
concern over the recent in-
crease in fire accidents at
airport buildings. The safe-
ty advisory laid emphasis

only at airports, but also
for aircraft in the air.
The advisory pointed

out that res were
unpredictable and -
. they were

oyee of AAl could

disruption of civil
aviation on account of fire

y
place, the AAl said.

tion, and storage of inflam-
Jously follow the SOP set  mable sasd.
for the purpose.

cent incidents of building

It gave a checklist of
Do’s and Don'ts in regard
to measures to prevent fire
hazards, such as ensuri;

the efficacy of smoke
alarms, emer-
gency hotline numbers at
and

omos
Sliding afi the staff mem.

flight disruption, it was es-
sential for all AAI em-
ployees engaged in afrport/
air traffic operation to be
aware of fire reporting and
be trained in basic fire-
fighting and rescue opera-
cions, i€ sald.

The
come in the waks of difie

es.

A few days later, a fire

broke out in the Air Traffic

Control tower building at

the Chennai airport. The

noticed on the fourth
A

create an,
fires at some of the interna-  result in loss of life and/or
tional an air-  flight at an air-
ports had 1 ncern  port.

about the maintenance On the other hand, fire
and operation of ﬁm spra-. B

vention equipmen avigational
redness of the Raff to deal equlplnenx could lead to
wit situa- not

bers,

employees, in fire drills. T¢

sminfmiss tisk offoxs of Tite,
damage to property and

Royal burial mounds of Assam now
on UNESCO World Heritage List

NEW DELHIGUWAHATE
T Chaaiien Mok, &
700-ye: mound-bu-
rial system o of the Abom dy-

ter for Culture and Tou-
rism Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat told the media after

An serial view of the royal burial mounds buiit by the Ahom dynasty
n Charsideo in n Assam. se

of Egypt, the Motdams are
earthen burial mounds of
the members of the Ahom

rema-
tion after the 18th century
and began entombing the
cremated bones and ashes

Stmilar to the pyramids

e “highly veneratcd

STHIS IS HUGE. The
Mol m. o the

Moid: the Charai-  civilisational heritage, and
deo district a tourist desti-  architectural prowess of
nation. Assam's al-Ahom
The Moidams are the community.
st from the notheastern AMoidams  were
States to be 1 sedasa nominated as India’s offi-
World Heritage Site in the  clal entry in
cultural caty Of the 386 Moidams ex-

egory. A
has two other such sites in
the natural category - Kazi-
ranga National
Manas National Par]
upgraded to tiger reserves.

representative, and
Somplete xamples of this
tradition.
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The way out of sins

The tenets of Hinduism lay stress on concepts like heaven

and hell, noble souls and sinners, good and bad deeds,

world here and that

s the world of hall are Indescriba
st

For cleansing of our sins, various ways are suggested

Such aetaking & dip fe hinly Yivers sicis as the Cangs, G-

ing on Ekadasi. reg-

uhllon in food (Ahara Nivamam), plnmng faith in Sastras,

the words of learned men, controlling the mind

e i il giving charity to good and deserving peo-
asked what

Result when one’s put on tan foundation 3t night? (3)
theze

ple.

best time to give charity, and Bhishma
The ghost is less frequently seen in regions (7} h
ooe

eplies
DIFFICULTY RATING: W i s r v v never a pious person is seen, charity should be extended

commnenting on art 3 ton, afectodly (3) SO e e R - immediacely.
pnlevapimpa vy T e 8 6151 24 '4 S 4 For a person who is habitual in committing mistakes,
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Royal burial mounds of Assam now
on UNESCO World Heritage List

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/GUWAHATI

The Charaideo Moidams, a
700-year-old mound-bu-
rial system of the Ahom dy-
nasty from Assam, were
added to the UNESCO
World Heritage List on Fri-
day, making them the 43rd
property from India to be
included in the prestigious
index.

The announcement was
made at the 46th session of
the World Heritage Com-
mittee being held in Delhi.

“This historic recogni-
tion brings global attention
to the unique 700-year-old
mound burial system of
the Ahom kings at Charai-
deo, highlighting the rich
cultural heritage of Assam
and Bharat,” Union Minis-
ter for Culture and Tou-
rism Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat told the media after
the announcement.

Similar to the pyramids

An aerial view of the royal burial mounds built by the Ahom dynasty
in Charaideo in eastern Assam. Ap

of Egypt, the Moidams are
earthen burial mounds of
the members of the Ahom
royalty whose 600-year
rule was ended by the Brit-
ish takeover of the region.
The Ahoms adopted the
Hindu method of crema-
tion after the 18th century
and began entombing the
cremated bones and ashes
in Moidams at Charaideo.
The highly venerated

Moidams make the Charai-
deo district a tourist desti-
nation.

The Moidams are the
first from the notheastern
States to be recognised as a
World Heritage Site in the
cultural category. Assam
has two other such sites in
the natural category - Kazi-
ranga National Park and
Manas National Park, both
upgraded to tiger reserves.

“THIS IS HUGE. The
Moidams make it to the
#UNESCO World Heritage
list under the category Cul-
tural Property - a great win
for Assam. Thank You Hon-
’ble Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi ji, Mem-
bers of the @UNESCO
World Heritage Committee
and to the people of As-
sam,” Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma wrote
on X.

He said the Charaideo
Moidam embodies the
deep spiritual belief, rich
civilisational heritage, and
architectural prowess of
Assam’s Tai-Ahom
community.

The Moidams were
nominated as India’s offi-
cial entry in 2023.

Of the 386 Moidams ex-
plored so far, 90 at Charai-
deo are the best preserved,
representative, and most
complete examples of this
tradition.



Introduction:

Royal burial mounds of Assam added
to UNESCO World Heritage List




e Charaideo Moidams:

» Tideo , 3THH & QA I FHI 700 AT RIeAT AT33S-
cheT

* Charaideo Moidams, a 700-year-old mound-burial system of the
Ahom dynasty

. fofeer Teat T Uger 600 AT T A AL

« 600 years of Ahom rule before British takeover




e Cultural Significance:

« AEA ITEATCHS AT, THGY FeIARTT g d IR 318H
a?ralémmaﬁrzmaﬁ%maﬁqaﬁﬁm%

* Embodies deep spiritual belief, rich civilizational heritage, and
architectural prowess of Assam’s Tai-Ahom community




* Nomination and Recognition:
* 2023 H AR bl TR IA™E & §T H ATTAT

* Nominated as India’s official entry in 2023

Wﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%&&ﬂﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁmwdl

Al el dlef

* First from northeastern States to be recognized as a World Heritage
Site




* Question: What is the significance of the Charaideo Moidams
according to the article?

* A) They are a modern architectural wonder.
e B) They are ancient burial mounds of the Ahom dynasty.

e C) They are new additions to the Assam landscape.
* D) They were constructed during British rule.
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srswrimars by > contral Gara S0 . A

4th century Gaza

monastery

put on

endangered site list

France Presse

PARIS

‘The Saint Hilarion complex,

nasteries in the West Asia,

one of the oldest mo-
been put on the
danger di

has
lhaz ofwbrld 1d Herltage sites in

said on Friday.

UNESCO st she site. weadeh daren back: to the

fourth century, had been put on the endangered

list at rhe demand of Palestinian authorities and
“imminent threats™ it faced.

“it's the only recourse to prosect the site from

destructios
dou

t context,”
Assomo, iractor of the UNESCO word Hertt.

age Centre, sald, referring to the war sparked by

Isra
e December, the UNESCO Committee for the

hanced protection™

ltymﬂa]lshed by the 1954 Hague

the
UNESCO had then sald

it was “already con-

cerned about the state of conservation of sites, be-
fore October 7. due to the lack of adecuate policies

to protect heritage
e Hamas

i o Do 7 nemied frthe
deauhsoll.ZOO people in Israel, most of them civi-

lians, according to an AFP tally based

raeli ﬁgu.‘r

on officsal ks-

retaliatory offensive Sgainst Hamas has
Palestinia;

Killed at Teass 39175

ns in Gaza, accord-

Ing 10 the Hamas-run territory-s Health Ministry,
which does not give details of civilian and militant

deaths.

With uncertainty across the Atlantic,
Europe worrties about its own security

After rel

on US. leadersl

Of NATO to

pressure to take a larger role in

Associated Press
LONDON

hen  Donald

Trump suggest-

ed during the

2016 presidential cam-

Paign that he might no ho-

ommitment to

del‘end other NATO coun

they attacked,

" mggered alarm through-

out the trans-Atlantic
alliance.

Wich  Mr.
America Firse- rhelorlc
dras
vent s.lppoﬂers the funure
of the North Adantic Trea-
ty Organization
again on the agenda. But
this tme. Buropean lcad-

the al-

Ilance must evolve to meet

the challenges of the 2ist
and say tl

responsibility for their own
defen:

A 1ot has changed in
eight years.

na, and the United States
whose pivot o Asia seems
inevitable, no matter

wins the next election, we

Firse, Mr. Trump's presi-
dency forced Europe to re-
cognise that U.S. military
support was no longer gua-
ranteed, then Russia’s inva-

sion of Ukraine -
scored the threat on its
eastern  border. an-

while, the U.S. has increas-
ingly focused

“Confronted with pow-
ers such as Russta and Chi-

Common camse: NATO country members flags flutter 2t the bloc’s headquarters in Brussels. FLE PHOTO

States is still part of, but
which the unhed States is
no los indis}

mger the
ble leader (of),” said Mal-

dinated response to any at-

tack by the Soviet Union.
The 12 founding members
signed the North Atlan

liance me: com-
bined, .cmmmg to NATO
statistl

Wake-up call

for Ukraine, has criticised

stand-offs with the Soviet

Union in the said he
would not seek reelection.

entered politics long after
the Cold War and is better
known for her work on

blood in th
Biden had it,”

belief that
states aren‘t living
up to their funding com-

European nations are under
dr\'ermm;ftvm those of the US.

bers will meet or exceed

s ago, accH
e o Benren compiied 1y
NATO. Owerall, the non-

war on Uk-

ame.

France's President Em-
‘manuel Macron has urged
European nations to seek
more independence on air-
space defence and relocate
production to the

ent.
The risks for Europe. as
well as the United States,
are evolving. 1t's not just
about Russian t on

Trump’s
aboux NATO was under-

mitments, forcing US. tax- troop numbers, upgrade
payers to Eu- tanks,
Tope’s defence. fighter planes and tran-
week when he “That nt has wea-  sport al and ove

named. Mr vance s his
running mate. Mr. Vance
has opposed U.S. support

argumer
kened since 2016.
Twenty-three of the al-

liance’s 31 non-U.S. mem-

to counter
al threats, she

Rival gangs
sign truce in
Haiti’s largest
shanty town

PORT-AU-PRING]

Two rival
signed a truce
armed conflict in Hait's

largest shanty town, a
comumiug leader said on
Thursday.

Haiti has long been

condi
worsened at the end of Fe.
bruary  when  armed

ps launched coordi-
nated attacks in Port-au-
Prince to overthrow the
then-Prime Minister Ariel
Henry.

control

murders, rapes.

ed into zones controlled by
rival gangs — for fear of
being canght in
1'he &5 and Grep
clashed
e Pebruary when they
Joined a coalition foment-
ing coordinated attacks to
owverthrow Henry, but they
had maincained the divi-
Cite Soleil un-
0 Wednesday.
Nearly 600,000 people
are dhsplaced in Haitl, ac-
cording

A statue of the Virgin Mary amidst the rubble of homes demol
2nd hundreds of residents of Abidien cn Thursday morning during = dernoliti

Sacred and the broken

on 2nd eviction drive. A1

lished 2t Adjame vilags in CAte d" iowre. Clashes broke out between the police

U.S. sanctions target Chinese
companies linked to North
Korea’s weapons programime

BEUING

workers file_through the
glass doors of a quiet office

of the diplomatically
isolated North Korea

E of new
us. ed at
breaking their company’s  tains

alleged links to Nosth Ko-
rea’s

China S
thant: 15" comiatnepmely
Arnplenhenls UN sanctios

China is a key ally and
economic backer of diplo-
matically isolated North

tary
economy.

£ UN
<il nesolmions destened to
retn in its nuclear

=i by Washington.

floor office in a sterile busi-
ness park in the south of
the capital.

The U.S. Treasury accus-
es Shi Qianpei, a Chinese
citizen, of serving as a kind
of fixer, using the

advanced

used
North Korean missiles”,
the Tre:
e U.S. Treasury alles-
e :ha: Chen is Shi's wife
s partner also
helpe to procure items
for Choe. But Chen denied

5210 Joshua Stanton, a U.S.-

based lawyer
Beijing has “not only

to procure illicit items for
Choe Chol Min, a Beijing-
based North Korean opera-
tve at a group

money kaundering but a.lso

its arms traff

crime, use of fo(ced rabour
wea-

for

pons: he satd.

France Presse
GREECE

One of the most enduring

can take more than 20
minutes.

Santorini s a key sto-
pover of the Greek cruise
SipeAsaot Bt St st
of the island nearing sa

dering restrictions.
f the record 32.7 mil-
lion people who visited

Greece last year, around
3.4 million, or one in 10,
went to the island of just
15‘500 residents.

need to set limits if
we don’t want to sink un.
der overtourism,” Sanu)rl»
Nikos Zorzos

th

moment, fol scat-
tered ap|

For canny entrepre-

: Tourists wait for the surset in the village

overwheimed
of Oia on the Greek island of Santori

neurs, the Cycladic island's
famous sunset can be a
cash c

e company adver-
tized more than 50 ~fiying
dresses™, which have lo

flowing trains, for up to

370 euros ($401), on pos-

ters around Oia for anyone

who wishes to “feel like a

Greek goddess™ or spruce
16

up selfies.
R 1 |

But elsewhere in Oia's
residents

it up signs ur,
vlsh.ovs to respect their

“Respect Oia”
“RESPECT.. 1

day... bus
e a purplat ilg\ srom the
Save Ola grou

astructure™.
Around a fifth of the is-
land is currently occupied
by buildings.
In 2023, S0O cruise
ships brought some 1.3 mil-

lion passengers, according
to the Hellenic Ports
Association.

Cruise ships “do a Jot of
harm to the island”, said
Chantal Metakides, a Bel-
gian resident of Santorini
for 26 years. “When there
are eight or nine ships
pumping out smoke. you
can see the layer of pollu-
tion in the caldera” she
sasd.

In june, Pi Minister

rime
Kyriakos Mitsotakis floated
the possibility of capping

In an interview, Tourism
Olga

Minister

Greece’s Instagram island’ Santorini nears saturation point

echoed this sentiment and
“We must set quotas

e e Impocsible for

an island such as Santori-
1o have  fve Crulse
ships arriving at the same
time~

Local officials have set a
limit of 8,000 cruise boat
passe per day from

ngers

next year. But not all local

operators agree.
e modern

ourism tn

gram photo to confirm
their

Amx



With uncertainty across the Atlantic,
Europe worries about its own security

After relying on U.S. leadership of NATO to protect them with nuclear, conventional capability for the past 75 years, European nations are under

pressure to take a larger role in funding and leading the 32-nation bloc because their interests are increasingly diverging from those of the US.

Associated Press
LONDON

hen  Donald

Trump suggest-

ed during the
2016 presidential cam-
paign that he might not ho-
nour a U.S. commitment to
defend other NATO coun-
tries if they were attacked,
it triggered alarm through-
out the trans-Atlantic
alliance.

With Mr. Trump’s
“America First” rhetoric
drawing cheers from fer-
vent supporters, the future
of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization is once
again on the agenda. But
this time, European lead-
ers acknowledge the al-
liance must evolve to meet
the challenges of the 21st
century and say they are
ready to shoulder more
responsibility for their own
defence.

A lot has changed in
eight years.

Military support
First, Mr. Trump’s presi-
dency forced Europe to re-
cognise that U.S. military
support was no longer gua-
ranteed, then Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine under-
scored the threat on its
eastern border. Mean-
while, the U.S. has increas-
ingly focused on China’s
expansion in the Asia-Pac-
ific, as well as Iran and
North Korea.

“Confronted with pow-
ers such as Russia and Chi-

na, and the United States
whose pivot to Asia seems
inevitable, no matter who
wins the next election, we
Europeans need to do
more to ensure our Own se-
curity,” Josep Borrell, the
European Union’s foreign
policy chief, wrote last
weekend in The Times of
London.

After relying on U.S. lea-
dership of NATO to protect
them with overwhelming
nuclear and conventional
capability for the past 75
years, European nations
must take on a larger role
in funding and leading the
32-nation alliance because
their interests are increas-
ingly diverging from those
of the United States.

“We are talking about a
NATO which the United

States is still part of, but
which the United States is
no longer the indispensa-
ble leader (of),” said Mal-
colm Chalmers, deputy di-
rector-general of the Royal
United Services Institute, a
London-based think tank
focused on defence and se-
curity. “I mean, that is
what ].D. Vance and Do-
nald Trump are talking
about. They’re talking
about a NATO that is trans-
formed and one in which
the Europeans take the

greatest share of the
burden.”
NATO grew out of secret

talks among U.S. officials
after Second World War
about how to supply mili-
tary equipment to Western
Europe and ensure a coor-
dinated response to any at-

~SETma

e

Common cause: NATO country members flags flutter at the bloc’s headquarters in Brussels. FILE PHOTO

tack by the Soviet Union.
The 12 founding members
signed the North Atlantic
Treaty on April 4, 1949.

NATO’s military struc-
ture is headed by the Su-
preme Allied Commander
Europe, who is also the
commander-in-chief  of
American forces in Eu-
rope. The U.S. is expected
to spend almost twice as
much on its military this
year as all the other al-
liance members com-
bined, according to NATO
statistics.

Wake-up call

Mr. Trump’s skepticism
about NATO was under-
lined last week when he
named Mr. Vance as his
running mate. Mr. Vance
has opposed U.S. support

for Ukraine, has criticised
European nations for
slashing defence spending
since the Cold War, and
said it’s time for “Europe to
stand on its own feet.”

Europe got another wa-
keup call on Sunday when
President Joe Biden, whose
strong support for NATO
was cemented during
stand-offs with the Soviet
Union in the 1970s, said he
would not seek reelection.
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, the likely Democratic
presidential nominee, has
backed the administra-
tion’s position on NATO
and aid to Ukraine, but she
entered politics long after
the Cold War and is better
known for her work on
domestic issues.

“The question is wheth-
er she will have that same
strong trans-Atlantic view
that’s kind of part of her
blood in the way that Mr.
Biden had it,” said Armida
van Rij, an expert on Euro-
pean security policy at the
Chatham House think tank
in London.

Mr. Trump’s threat to re-
nege on NATO’s collective
security guarantee, a cor-
nerstone of the alliance, is
based on his belief that
member states aren’t living
up to their funding com-
mitments, forcing U.S. tax-
payers to subsidise Eu-
rope’s defence.

That argument has wea-
kened since 2016.

Twenty-three of the al-
liance’s 31 non-U.S. mem-

bers will meet or exceed
their commitment to
spend at least 2% of eco-
nomic output on defence
this year, up from just
three 10 years ago, accord-
ing to figures compiled by
NATO. Overall, the non-
U.S. members now spend
2.02% of gross domestic
product on defence, com-
pared with 3.4% by the U.S.

Besides that, the EU has
ambitious plans to boost its
defence industry in res-
ponse to the threat posed
by Russia’s war on Uk-
raine.

France’s President Em-
manuel Macron has urged
European nations to seek
more independence on air-
space defence and relocate
production to the
continent.

The risks for Europe, as
well as the United States,
are evolving. It’s not just
about Russian tanks on Eu-
rope’s borders. NATO, as a
defensive alliance, must al-
so consider the threats
posed by Iran, China and
North Korea and be pre-
pared for cyber warfare
and foreign interference in
elections, as well as con-
ventional military attacks,
Ms. van Rij said.

That means European
nations need to increase
troop numbers, upgrade
equipment such as tanks,
fighter planes and tran-
sport aircraft, and improve
their ability to counter
technological threats, she
said.




Europe Worries About Its Own Security Amid
Uncertainty Across the Atlantic

Background:

« AT T GRET RIATC AR Jged & 9fT weg & &

e Europe worries about its own security amid uncertainty over US
leadership.



* US Leadership and NATO:
« THY & ARSI BEe' AT &1 JH1T

* Impact of Trump's 'America First' policy

- ATl & HIAST FT oY JUT FHI =T



e Concerns about the future of NATO in Europe

* European Self-Defense:

* JUY DI YAl JI&T Te FARTT Flel P W
* Need for Europe to ensure its own defense

- U Y FI o &TAART # JUR

* Enhancing the military capabilities of the European Union




* Economic Contributions to Defense:
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Increase in defense spending by European countries
ATel g SRl FI ATV JAlaer

Economic contributions by NATO member countries
NATO’s Military Structure:

ATer & e T 3 SHAT Ageaqur A
NATO's military structure and its crucial role
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Relationship between the United States and Europe
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WHAT IS THE EU DOING WITH INDIA?

—@ THEEIB HAS INVESTED

N/ €2.5 billionin infrastructure,
m m renewable energy and climate
is one of the projects

largest investors
IN INDIA ®

6,000 A

EU COMPANIES - mil 1.2 millionf
created llﬁgisa'" DIRECT EMPLOYMENT
=5 million®

"k INDIRECT EMPLOYMENT
receives almost @——

50,000

STUDENTS
from India every year



What has caused Europe to reconsider its reliance on US military support?

A) Europe's increased economic power

B) Trump's 'America First' rhetoric and policies

C) Rise in environmental concerns

D) Decrease in Russian military activities
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iPhone prices cut
by up to 6,000

Apple reduces Pro, Pro Max
prices for the first time

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, July 26
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import duty on mobile phones and g m«a

B(ll’lmn:sbyupm 55%.While the price cut is
bigher — in the range of £5.000-6.000  for
fully-imported models like iPhone Pro and
Pro Max, it's much lower for the made-in-
Endia devices at TA00-500.

For locally-manu-
factured models, the
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top five Sut oo PCBs, which are
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iPhone prices cut
by up to 6,000

Apple reduces Pro, Pro Max
prices for the first time

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, July 26

WITHIN DAYS OF the Budget reducing
import duty on mobile phones and printed
circuit board (PCBs),Apple has reduced prices
of iPhones by up to 5%.While the price cut is
higher — in the range of ¥5,000-6,000 — for
fully-imported models like iPhone Pro and
Pro Max, it's much lower for the made-in-
India devices at ¥400-500.

For locally-manu-
CINSIDE

factured models, the

: reduction is lower
iPhone C.|r°ps because the relief is on
from China account of a 5% duty
top five cut on PCBs, which are
WpPAcEs  imported and assem-

bled in the phones here.
So, iPhone 15 Pro
model,which was earlier priced at 134,900,
willnowbe available for ¥129,800. Similarly,
theiPhone 15 Pro Max model,which was ear-
lier priced at ¥159,000 will now be available
at¥154,000.iPhone SE's price has come down
to 47,600 from ¥49,900.The price of other
made-in-India models has dropped by ¥300.
Sucha price cut by Apple israre because it
usually discontinues the older Pro models fol-
lowing the launch of new ones. Interestingly,
the price cut has been made on the existing
stock, which were imported earlier at the
higher duty of 20%. Reduction in pricing by
Appleisin line with analysts’estimates.
While the government’s move to reduce
the import duty on PCBs is seen as a positive
for local manufacturing of smartphones,

DUTY CUTIMPACT

B Price cuts are

in the range of Pro or Pro Max
models to be

¥300 to cheaper by !6.000:

%6,000 iPhone SE will now

across models cost ¥2,300 less

Made-in-India iPhones —
13, 14 and 15 — cheaper by ¥300

H This change
follows the duty cut

M Traditionally,
Apple discontinues

on mobile phones older Pro models
from 20% to 15%in following the
the Budget launch of new ones

Apple would be the major beneficiary of the
duty cut on finished products, industry exec-
utives said. Therefore, it was also important
for Apple to pass on the benefits to end con-
sumers, they added.

On Tuesday, the basic customs duty on
mobile phones, mobile PCBs and mobile
chargerwas cut to 15% from 20%. Currently,
99% of the phones are made in India.

Continued on Page 6




IndiaAl
Mission




The Indian government's commitment to advancing artificial
intelligence (Al) technology is evident with its new
budgetary allocation for the IndiaAl Mission.

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has
been allocated Rs 551.75 crore in the Union Budget 2024-25
to enhance Al infrastructure, including the procurement of
high-performance Graphic Processing Units (GPUs).



 Financial Support: The Union Cabinet approved the Rs 10,372
crore IndiaAl Mission in March to establish a computing
capacity of over 10,000 GPUs and develop foundational

models with a ca

pacity of more than 100 billion parameters

trained on datasets covering major Indian languages for priority

sectors like healt

ncare, agriculture, and governance.

 Current Focus: Initial efforts will involve procuring 300 to 500
GPUs to kickstart the project.



Consider the following: (2021)
Bacteria
Fungi

Virus

Which of the above can be cultured in an artificial/synthetic medium?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3







* Recently, the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI)
report was published by five United Nations specialised agencies,
showing chronic hunger remained high and healthy food was out of
reach of many people.



e Global Hunger Figures: Approximately 733 million people faced
hunger in 2023. To put that in perspective, it’s equivalent to one in
eleven people globally.

* Future Projection: The report warned that with ongoing trends, about 582
million people are projected to suffer chronic undernourishment by the end
of the decade, with half of this population in Africa.



* Regional Variations

* Africa: The percentage of the population facing hunger continues to rise,
reaching 20.4%. In Africa, the situation is even more critical, where one in
five people experienced hunger during the same period.

* Asia: While hunger levels remain stable at 8.1%, this still represents a
significant challenge because Asia is home to more than half of the world’s
undernourished population.

* Latin America: Encouragingly, progress is visible here, with hunger levels at
6.2%.



* Beyond Hunger (Food Insecurity): Access to adequate food remains
elusive for billions. In 2023, 2.33 billion people globally faced
moderate or severe food insecurity.

« Among them, over 864 million experienced severe food insecurity—going
without food for an entire day or more.

* These numbers have stubbornly persisted since 2020, especially in Africa,
where 58% of the population faces moderate or severe food insecurity.



Ex Khaan Quest 2024



Indian Army contingent departed for the Multinational Military Exercise ‘Khaan Quest’ at
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

About

The exercise first started as a bilateral event between USA and Mongolian Armed Forces
in the year 2003.



Subsequently, from the year 2006 onwards the exercise graduated to a Multinational
Peacekeeping Exercise with the current year being the 21st iteration.

Exercise KHAAN QUEST will enable the participating countries to share their best
practices in Tactics, Techniques and Procedures for conduct of joint operations.

The exercise will also facilitate developing inter-operability, bonhomie and camaraderie
between soldiers of the participating countries.



Ladakh's Rock Varnish




* Recently, Magnetofossils, fossilised magnetic particles from magnetotactic bacteria,
have been discovered in rock varnish layers in Ladakh.

* Rock varnish is a dark brown to black coating that covers stable, subaerially exposed rock
surfaces in arid and semiarid regions.



Panel (1), Field photographs of the rocks sampled for rock
varnish studies from NW Himalava (Leh, Ladakh).
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* The analysis of the rock varnish samples from Ladakh revealed higher
concentrations of oxidized manganese (Mn4+) and carboxylic acid
functionality, indicating organic signatures. These findings suggest
that the rock varnish in Ladakh, a potential Martian analogue site,
contains enriched concentrations of magnetic minerals likely derived
from biotic sources.



« Magnetic minerals are those that preserve a record of the Earth's magnetic field
from when they formed and can be found in rocks, sediments, and soils.



» |dentifying biotic signatures in rock varnish helps scientists
target potential biosignatures on Mars and other
planets, supporting the search for extraterrestrial lifeA
biosignature is any characteristic, element, molecule,
substance, or feature that can be used as evidence for past or

present life



Typhoon Gaemi



* Recently, Typhoon Gaemi has brought torrential rains that have
caused widespread destruction and fatalities across Eastern China,
Taiwan and the Philippines.

» Typhoon Gaemi made landfall in Taiwan the strongest in eight
years, causing severe flooding in the island’'s second-largest
city, Taichung.



* Typhoons are a kind of storm. The storms, depending on where
they occur, may be called hurricanes, typhoons or cyclones.
* The scientific name for all these kinds of storms is tropical cyclones.

 Tropical cyclones are intense circular storms that originate over the

warm tropical oceans with speed more than 119 km/hr and heavy
rains.

« Tropical cyclones rotate counterclockwise in the Northern
Hemisphere.



Type

Location

Typhoon China Sea and Pacific Ocean

Hurricane West Indian islands, Caribbean Sea, Atlantic Ocean

Tornado Guinea lands of West Africa, southern USA
Willy-willies North-western Australia

Tropical Cyclone

Indian Ocean Region






* Recently, the Prime Minister of India inaugurated the Indian Newspaper Society
(INS) Towers on his visit to the Indian Newspaper Society (INS) Secretariat in
Mumbai. It would serve as the nerve center for the newspaper industry.

« The Society's origins date back to 1927, with the establishment of a group
initially known as The India, Burma & Ceylon Newspapers’ London Committee.



* It was renamed as Indian & Eastern Newspaper Society (IENS) in 1935, and
headquartered in London.

* It served as the official representative body for newspapers, magazines, reviews, and
journals published across India, Burma, Ceylon, and other Asian countries.



In which session of the World Heritage Committee was the Charaideo Moidams'
inclusion announced?

A) 42nd session
B) 43rd session
C) 45th session
D) 46th session
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