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Nicolas Maduro declared winner 
of Venezuela's presidential 

election with 51.2% of votes 

(निकोलस मादरुो 51.2% वोटों के 
साथ वेिेजुएला के राष्ट्रपनि चिुाव 

के ववजेिा घोविि).

Opposition candidate Edmundo 
Gonzalez Urrutia received 44.2% 

of votes (ववपक्षी उम्मीदवार एडमंडो 
गोंजालेज उरुटटया िे 44.2% वोट 

प्राप्ि ककए).



• Opposition and regional neighbors rejected the results (ववपक्ष और 
क्षेत्रीय पडोससयों िे पररणामों को खाररज कर टदया)

• .Claims of political intimidation and fears of fraud during the election 
campaign (चुिाव असियाि के दौराि राजिीनिक धमकी और 
धोखाधडी के डर के दाव)े



• Declared himself as the re-elected President, promising peace, 
stability, and justice (स्वयं को किर से निवााचचि राष्ट्रपनि घोविि 
ककया, शांनि, स्स्थरिा और न्याय का वादा ककया).



International Reactions (अंतर्राष्ट्रीय प्रततक्रियरएँ)

Criticism (आलोचनर)
• Costa Rica, Chile, Peru, and the U.S. expressed concerns and called the results fraudulent 

(कोस्टा ररका, चचली, पेरू और अमेररका िे चचिंा व्यक्ि की और पररणामों को धोखाधडी काा).

Support (समर्ान)
• Venezuela’s allies, including China, Russia, Cuba, Nicaragua, Honduras, and Bolivia, 

congratulated Maduro (चीि, रूस, क्यूबा, निकारागुआ, ाोंडुरास और बोसलववया सटाि वेिेजुएला 
के सायोचगयों िे मादरुो को बधाई दी).



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent presidential election in 
Venezuela:

1.Nicolas Maduro was declared the winner with 51.2% of the votes.

2.The opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia received 44.2% of the votes.

3.The election results were accepted by all neighboring countries and the 
international community.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3











Amendments also included the scheduled refit of aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya 

(संशोधिों में ववमािवााक पोि INS ववक्रमाटदत्य की अिुसूचचि पुि: किटटगं िी शासमल 
ाै).

Chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, the DAC reviewed and approved amendments 

to the deal for procuring 31 MQ-9B UAVs (रक्षा मंत्री राजिाथ ससां की अध्यक्षिा में, DAC 

िे 31 MQ-9B UAVs की खरीद के सलए सौदे के संशोधिों की समीक्षा की और मंजूरी दी).



Focus on indigenous content and related aspects (स्वदेशी सामग्री और संबंचधि 
पालुओं पर ध्याि कें टिि ककया गया).

Amendments are within the scope of the Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) 

granted for the MQ-9B deal (MQ-9B सौदे के सलए प्रदाि की गई आवश्यकिा
की स्वीकृनि (AoN) के दायरे में संशोधि ाैं).



U.S. has completed its end of the process with the letter of offer and 

acceptance to India delivered in March (अमेररका िे माचा में िारि को
पेशकश पत्र और स्वीकृनि के साथ अपिी प्रकक्रया पूरी कर ली ाै).

Final step requires approval by the Cabinet Committee on Security 

before signing the deal (अंनिम चरण में सौदे पर ास्िाक्षर करिे से पाले 
सरुक्षा पर मंत्रत्रमंडलीय ससमनि द्वारा अिमुोदि की आवश्यकिा ाै).



1.Additional Procurements (अततरर्क्त खर्ीदरर्ी)
1. Advanced Land Navigation System (ALNS) (उन्नत भमूम नेविगेशन प्रणरली

(ALNS))
1. Procurement of ALNS for Armoured Fighting Vehicles (AFVs) of the Army and 22 

Interceptor Boats for the Coast Guard (सेिा के बख्िरबंद लडाकू वाािों (AFVs) और 
िटरक्षक के सलए 22 इंटरसेप्टर बोट्स के सलए ALNS की खरीदारी).

2. Equipment to be procured from Bharat Electronics Limited (या उपकरण िारि 
इलेक्रॉनिक्स सलसमटेड से खरीदा जाएगा).









• The eight-core conventions of the ILO are:

• Forced Labour Convention (No. 29)

• Abolition of Forced Labour Convention (No.105)

• Equal Remuneration Convention (No.100)

• Discrimination (Employment Occupation) Convention (No.111)

• Minimum Age Convention (No.138)

• Worst forms of Child Labour Convention (No.182)

• Freedom of Association and Protection of Right to Organised 
Convention (No.87)

• Right to Organise and Collective Bargaining Convention (No.98)



• Issue with the ILO Model (ILO मॉडल के सरर् समस्यर)
• India, a founding member of ILO, is likely to raise a complaint against 

the UN agency over its India Employment Report, 2024 (ILO की 
संस्थापक सदस्य िारि, 2024 की अपिी िारि रोजगार ररपोटा को 
लेकर संयुक्ि राष्ट्र एजेंसी के खखलाि सशकायि दजा करिे की 
संिाविा ाै).

• A Union Labour Ministry official said the ILO model used to assess 
India's employment scene was not suitable (कें िीय श्रम मंत्रालय के 
एक अचधकारी िे काा कक िारि के रोजगार दृश्य का आकलि करिे 
के सलए इस्िेमाल ककया गया ILO मॉडल उपयुक्ि िाीं था).



• Report stated that India’s youth account for almost 83% of the unemployed 
workforce (ररपोटा में काा गया ाै कक िारि के युवा लगिग 83% बेरोजगार 
कायाबल का टास्सा ाैं).

• Share of youngsters with secondary or higher education among total 
unemployed youth has almost doubled from 35.2% in 2000 to 65.7% in 2022 
(कुल बेरोजगार युवाओं में माध्यसमक या उच्च सशक्षा प्राप्ि युवाओं का टास्सा 
2000 में 35.2% से बढ़कर 2022 में 65.7% ाो गया ाै).



• Government's Stand (सर्करर् कर रुख)
• Data Discrepancies (डटेर विसंगततयरं)

• Union Labour Ministry expressed doubts over data provided by private 
agencies like CMIE (कें िीय श्रम मतं्रालय िे CMIE जसैी निजी एजेंससयों द्वारा 
प्रदाि ककए गए डटेा पर सदेंा व्यक्ि ककया).

• Ministry insists that Periodic Labour Force Surveys have better data on the 
situation in India (मतं्रालय का कािा ाै कक िारि की स्स्थनि पर आवचधक 
श्रम बल सवेक्षणों के पास बेािर डटेा ाै).



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent developments related to India's 
employment situation and the ILO report:

1. The ILO model used for assessing India's employment situation was deemed suitable by the Union 
Labour Ministry.

2. According to the ILO report, India's youth account for almost 83% of the unemployed workforce.

3. The share of youngsters with secondary or higher education among total unemployed youth has 
decreased from 35.2% in 2000 to 25.7% in 2022.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1, 2, and 3





Karnataka High Court 
Quashes POCSO Case



• The Karnataka High Court has recently quashed proceedings under 
the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 
against a 23-year-old man accused of raping a minor, who he 
subsequently married.

•  This decision includes a caveat allowing the criminal proceedings to 
be revived if the man abandons his wife and child in the future.

•  This condition is aimed at ensuring the welfare and protection of the 
mother and child.



• How did the Court Justify the Quashing of the Case?

• Accused’s Counsel: Argued that the accused and the victim 
were in love and the crime was registered after the parents 
agreed to the marriage. Highlighted that both families had come 
forward to support the marriage.

• State’s Counsel: Argued that the case should not be quashed 
due to the heinous nature of the offence, which is punishable by 
ten years in prison. Emphasised the importance of taking the 
matter to trial.



Court's Decision: Protection of the 
Victim and Child: The court 

emphasised that releasing the 
petitioner without resolving the 

issue would leave the mother and 
child vulnerable, facing societal 

ignominy and potential jeopardy.

Victim's Potential Hostility: The 
court noted that the victim would 

likely turn hostile, making the 
conviction of the petitioner highly 

unlikely.



What is the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012? 
About: 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO Act, 2012) 
was enacted to protect children from sexual abuse, filling a significant 
legislative gap in India despite the United Nations' adoption of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child in 1989.

• This Act imposes severe penalties, including up to 20 years of imprisonment and the death 
penalty for aggravated penetrative sexual assault.



• Shortcomings of the POCSO Act:Application of Last Seen 
Theory:

• The Supreme Court in Anjan Kumar Sarma v. State of Assam, 
2017 ruled that this theory is weak without corroborative 
evidence, risking wrongful convictions.
• This theory states that if someone is the last person seen with the 

victim before a crime and cannot provide a credible explanation, there 
is a strong presumption that they are responsible for the crime.



Consensual Sexual Activities: The Act prosecutes a non-minor partner in 
consensual sex with a minor, as minors' consent is deemed irrelevant.

False Complaints by Children: Section 22 exempts children from punishment 
for false complaints, leading to potential misuse.

Two-Finger Test: Despite being banned in 2012, this test is still conducted, 
violating the victim's privacy and dignity, as noted in Lillu @ Rajesh v. State of 
Haryana, 2013.



Kalam's 9th Death Anniversary



• 27th July is observed as the death anniversary of former President Dr 
APJ Abdul Kalam. He is an inspiration for Indians due to his 
unparalleled dedication as a scientist, teacher, and the 11th President 
of India (2002-07).



• About:

• Born on 15th October 1931 at Rameswaram in Tamil Nadu.

• He graduated in Science from St Joseph's College, Trichy in 
1954 and specialised in Aeronautical Engineering from Madras 
Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1957.

•



He is one of the most distinguished scientists in India with 
the unique honour of receiving honorary doctorates from 
48 Universities and institutions in India and abroad.

He planned programmes to produce a number of 
successful missiles, which helped earn him the 
nickname “Missile Man of India”.





World Hepatitis Day



• World Hepatitis Day, observed on 28th July, raises awareness 
of viral hepatitis, an inflammation of the liver that causes 
severe liver disease and cancer. 

• The date of 28th July was chosen because it is the birthday of 
Nobel-prize winning scientist Dr Baruch Blumberg, who 
discovered hepatitis B virus (HBV)and developed a diagnostic 
test and vaccine for the virus.

• Theme 2024: “It’s time for action.”



• Hepatitis has 5 main strains - A, B, C, D, and E, each with 
distinct transmission methods and health effects. Hepatitis B 
and C are the most common, causing 1.3 million deaths and 2.2 
million new infections annually. With a person dying every 30 
seconds from a hepatitis-related illness.
• Additional causes include drug and alcohol misuse, fatty liver 

hepatitis, and autoimmune response targeting the liver.





Australia Banned 
Uranium Mining at 

Jabiluka site



• Australia Banned Uranium Mining 
at Jabiluka site, which is home to one of 
the world’s largest deposits of high-grade 
uranium.

• About

• The Jabiluka site is surrounded by Kakadu 
National Park.

• Archaeologists discovered a buried trove of 
stone axes and tools near the Jabiluka site in 
2017, which they dated at tens of thousands 
of years old.



• The Jabiluka site became the focus of 
intense legal wrangling between the Mirarr
people and mining companies after the 
uranium deposit was discovered there in the 
early 1970s.

•





Saint Hilarion Monastery



• Recently, the UNESCO tag for Tell Umm 
Amer heritage site in Gaza was announced 
during the ongoing 46th session of the 
World Heritage Committee at New Delhi.

• About Tell Umm Amer (aka Saint Hilarion 
Monastery)

• It stands and nestled amidst the coastal 
dunes in Nuseirat Municipality, 
Palestine, this remarkable site dates back to 
the 4th century as a testament to centuries 
of devotion and cultural exchange.



The monastery owes its existence to Saint Hilarion, a visionary ascetic 
who sought solitude in the wilderness.

Initially, it served as a haven for solitary hermits, but over time, it 
evolved into a vibrant coenobitic community—a place where monks 
lived together, sharing their spiritual journeys.



Proposal by PARAKH on 
student assessment



• The Performance Assessment Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic 
Development (PARAKH) suggested to Include Class 9-11 performance for Class 12 
results

• About PARAKH

• National Assessment Centre- PARAKH was set up in NCERT as an independent 
constituent unit in 2023, to fulfil the basic objectives of setting norms, standards, 
guidelines and implement activities related to student assessment along with 
other tasks as mandated by the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

•



• There are four major areas of focus for PARAKH:

• Capacity Development in Competency Based Assessment

• Large-Scale Achievement Survey

• Equivalence of School Boards

• Holistic Progress Cards for the Foundational, Preparational, Middle 
and Secondary Stages.

•



• Recent Recommendations

• Integration of Performance: Performance from Classes 9, 10, and 11 
should be included in the final Class 12 report card, with weighted 
contributions of 15% from Class 9, 20% from Class 10, 25% from Class 
11, and 40% from Class 12.

• Assessment Types: Class 9: 70% formative assessments, 30% 
summative assessments.
• Class 10: 50% formative assessments, 50% summative assessments.

• Class 11: 40% formative assessments, 60% summative assessments.

• Class 12: 30% formative assessments, 70% summative assessments.



• Holistic Progress Card: Includes self-evaluation, teacher assessments 
of group work, and peer feedback.

• Credit System: Classes 9 and 10: 40 credits each.
• Classes 11 and 12: 44 credits each.

• Subject-specific credits include 32 for Classes 9 and 10 (e.g., 12 for languages, 
4 each for mathematics, science, social science).

• National Credit Framework: Boards are recommended to develop a 
credit transfer system aligned with the National Credit Framework.





World Mangrove Day: Conservation 
Success in India Amidst Challenges



July 26 is International Day for Conservation of Mangrove Ecosystems, 
declared by UNESCO to raise awareness and promote sustainable 
management of mangroves, vital for coastal protection, storm mitigation, 
and carbon sequestration.

Celebrated annually on July 26, this day aims to raise awareness about 
the importance of mangrove ecosystems and promote sustainable 
management and conservation solutions. It was established by UNESCO 
in 2015.



• Mangroves in India The ‘State of World Mangroves 2022’ report by 
the Global Mangrove Alliance puts the total mangrove cover of the 
world at 1,47,000 sq km (14.7 million hectares).

•  Mangroves make up only about 0.15% of India’s land area but 
provide numerous benefits to coastal communities over its vast 
coastline (spanning 7516km)



Mangroves in India are distributed across nine States and three Union 
Territories with West Bengal having the highest mangrove cover of 2,114 sq 
km.

The IFSR report also points out that there has been an increase in the 
mangrove cover from 4,046 sq km in 1987 to 4,992 sq km in 2021.

However, the National Decadal Wetland Change Atlas (2022) indicates a 
decline in natural coastal wetlands, with intertidal mudflats and salt marshes 
reducing significantly.





• The 2004 Tsunami made people realize that mangroves can serve as a reliable safety hedge 
against coastal calamities. How do mangroves function as a safety hedge?

•

• (a) The mangrove swamps separate the human settlements from the sea by a wide zone in which 
people neither live nor venture out.

• (b) The mangroves provide both food and medicines which people are in need of after any natural 
disaster.

• (c) The mangrove trees are tall with dense canopies and serve as an excellent shelter during a 
cyclone or Tsunami.

• (d) The mangrove trees do not get uprooted by storms and tides because of their extensive roots.

•









Thank you 
guys.
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