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122 dead as landslides flatten Wayanad villages
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122 dead as landslides flatten Wayanad villages

Mundakkai, Chooralmala and
Attamala buried under debris

The Hindu Bureau
WAYANAD/
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

t least 122 persons
A were killed and 197
injured after multi-

ple landslides flattened
some three villages in
Vythiri taluk of the hilly
Wayanad district of Kerala
early on Tuesday.

The death toll is expect-
ed to climb as more per-
sons are feared dead. As
many as 25 mangled body
parts were recovered from
the Chalivar river near
Pothukallu area in Malap-
puram district and four
from Chooralmala in
Wayanad.

The Kerala government
declared a state of mourn-
ing on Tuesday and Wed-
nesday.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said an intense res-
cue effort involving State
and Central forces was un-
der way in the Mundakkai,
Chooralmala and Attamala
localities. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has an-
nounced an ex gratia pay-
ment of T2 lakh for the next
of kin of the deceased and
50,000 for the injured.

The government has
identified a waterlogged
hillock 6 km from the vil-

Swollen river changes course and
floods neighbouring localities

Rescue teams and volunteers
are struggling in knee-deep mud

Wiped out: A rescue operation under way in the Meppadi area of Wayanad in Kerala following the landslide on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

lages, which abutted the
Iruvanipuzha river, as the
origin of the landslides.
The first landslide oc-
curred at 2 a.m. when the
residents were asleep. The
cascading wave of sodden
mud, boulders, and
uprooted trees measured
at least two floors in height
if the waterline visible on a
multi-storey school build-
ing was anything to go by.
Images showed a wide,
muddy slash on the ver-
dant, uninhabited hillside,
where the mud had slid
down to bury the villages

thousands of metres be-
low. The second landslide
occurred at 4.10 a.m.

The moving landmass
roared over the devastated
locality and plunged into
the swollen river, changing
its course and flooding
neighbouring  localities.
“In the place of one river,
there are two now,” Mr. Vi-
Jayan told mediapersons in
Thiruvananthapuram. The
second landslide wiped
out the Chooramala bridge
across the Iruvanipuzha,
cutting off the disaster site
from search and rescue

teams. Hundreds of land-
slide survivors hunkered
down in nearby hill resorts
and schools, waiting for
rescue workers to evacuate
them to safer ground.

‘Scale reduced’

He said revenue officials
had reduced the scale of
the disaster by evacuating
several settlements around
the hill, including the lone
tribal settlement at Chem-
bra. However, the land-
slide took an unexpected
path

The erased villages did

not fall under the govern-
ment's disaster-prone
zone. Mr. Vijayan said offi-
cials had identified 37 of
the bodies retrieved by res-
cue workers from the ex-
pansive disaster site. The
government has expedited
forensic examination and
autopsy to return the bo-
dies to the relatives at the
earliest. He said the rescue
operation would continue
into the night. Officials told
The Hindu in Wayanad that
several of the dead were
plantation workers from
West Bengal and north-

Body parts recovered from Chaliyar
river in distant Malappuram
Disaster zone Heavy rain,
The villages in Wayanad hnds“m hit
nsrieron ooy ¢ Karmataka
° ' MANGALURU

Kalpotta
22 km

Kozhikode
88 km

Nilambur
91 km

N
Kalpetta

-

i e r
Chooralmala :."( Attamala
Mundakkal

eastern States, making the
identifying process vexa-
tious. Rescue teams, volun-
teers and desperate fami-
lies struggle in knee-deep
mud and unrelenting rain
fanned across the debris-
strewn field, searching for
possible survivors.

The government has put
the State’s official machin-
ery on an active footing as
it braces for heavy rain in
eight districts in the next
24 hours.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE S

Heavy rains and landslips were
reported in many places in
coastal Karnataka and south
interior Karnataka on Tuesday.
A massive landslide at
Sakaleshpur in Hassan taluk on
Monday night swept away a
portion of the road that serves
as an alternative to the
Bengaluru-Mangaluru highway.
The inflow into all major
reservoirs has also been
increasing. » PAGE 3

Rain claims
three lives in
Coimbatore

COIMBATORE

Three people have died in
rain-related incidents in
Coimbatore district of Tamil
Nadu on Tuesday. A woman
and her granddaughter died in
a minor landslip near Valparai,
while a man died after the wall
of his house near Pollachi
collapsed. Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin condoled the deaths and
announced a solatium of 33
lakh each to the next of kin of
the deceased. » PAGE 3



+ 122 Dead and 197 Injured (122 Hd 3fX 197 UT9d)

* Atleast 122 persons were killed and 197 injured after multiple landslides
flattened wlla&es in Wayanad district, Kerala (Ob% H&(@Iﬂ"ll & HRU HIA P

ITTE foTd & Tid} & eaed 8 4 HH § HH 122 A 71X 7T 31 197
UIId gl 7).

* Villages zgffe\cted: Mundakkai, Chooralmala, and Attamala (Uﬂ-ﬂﬁ?[ T1d:
HUSadhs, ARTAHAT 3R STH).




* Ongoing Efforts (Il ?% UUTH)Rescue teams and volunteers are
struggling in knee-deep mud to evacuate survivors (Sdid q ¢ 3?|T

GdHdD gl deb TTeR blds H Sifdd s dlTl &l s & fert

TgY B 38 6).

* Government declared a state of mourning on_Tuesday and
Wednesday (sIRPIx 1 ATAAR 3R JYdR | KAl D] Rfq aifva

D).




* Compensation and Aid (H3{Td Il 3R HelUdT)Prime Minister

Narendra Modi announced ex gratia payment of X2 lakh for the next

of kin_of the_deceased and X50,000 for th
P o0 x2 ARG

= HdP] b

Eﬁ&augwﬁrcﬁaﬁw D).

C

injured (U‘&IFITEF[

50,000

 Government identified a waterlogged hillock 6 km from the villages as

SR  Tidl 9 6 [ H!

the origin of the landslides (XiXc

Ugls! ol YR BT Il Sda).
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e Occurred at 2 a.m. when residents were asleep (XId 2 ol g3 old fardt 1 Q% 2)).
e Swept away a multi-storey school building (Uch EETI%I?‘IT Pl HA dgl 4 ).

e Occurred at 4.10 a.m. and caused the swollen river to change its course (& 4.10 CIS|
g3 3R ZU swollen el ®I 3O AN FGa- & o8 HoreR fora).
* Flooded neighboring localities (q@ﬁ &l f[EIT_GT 3l TI_SC).




Manu makes it a pair, wins a bronze
again in the company of Sarabjot

PARIS

Manu Bhaker will go into
Indian sporting legend as
the first multiple medallist
at an Olympic Games —
winning a bronze medal in
the 10m air pistol mixed
team event on Tuesday,
and the history books will
also read that her accom-
plishment would not have
been possible without a
stellar supporting hand
from her teammate Sarab-
jot Singh.

About 15 minutes into
the bronze medal match at
Chateauroux on Tuesday,
Indian coach Munkhbayor
Dorjsuren called a
timeout.

In a few minutes’ time,
Manu would be standing
on the podium alongside
her teammate Sarabjot,
having beaten South Korea
16-10. She would have a shi-
ny bronze medal around
her neck - her second of
the Games. She would be
clicking a selfie with the
gold and silver medal win-
ner and with her place in
history secure. But in this
timeout, she was standing
to the left of the firing line
trying to disguise as best
she could just how bad
things had gone: the digital
scoreboard beamed 8.3
which was the poorest the
22-year-old had shot in her
entire tournament thus far.

Mixed team events are
conducted in a points for-
mat. A pair of shooters
from each team takes one
shot each — two points are
awarded to the team that

History-makers: Manu Bhaker and Sarabjot Singh celebrate after winning bronze in 10m air pistol
mixed team event at the Paris Olympics, in Chateauroux shooting range, on Tuesday. RITU RAJ KONWAR

has the higher total score.
The first to 16 points wins,

On Tuesday morning at
the finals range at Chateau-
roux, she was not just
keeping India in the con-
test but well in front of a
Korean pair that also in-
cluded Oh Ye Jin, who had
just won the women's indi-
vidual title with a world re-
cord two days back.

Brilliant start

After seven series, Manu
had scored higher than Sa-
rabjot in five and equal to
him In the sixth. Largely
thanks to her efforts, India
had won five series to
South Korea's two - lead-
ing10to 4.

While Manu was coming
into the final, brimming
with the confidence of hav-
ing already won a medal,
Sarabjot had missed out on

p———

making the final of his indi-
vidual event by the barest
of margins.

But just when it looked
that the Indians were going
to coast to victory courtesy
Manu, she slipped as badly
as she could have, prompt-
ing the timeout. It was now
Sarabjot’s time to shine
and shine he did.

He shot 2 10.5 in his very
next attempt — his highest
score of the match, It
propped up Manu's score
of 10.0 — her second lowest
of the competition so far
and extended the lead over
the Koreans. The Indians
won the next series to
open up a 14-6 lead before
the Koreans closed the gap
to make it 14-10.

Manu had another bad
shot — shooting a 94. It
should have been enough
at most times to leave an

opening for the Koreans to
push through. But they
produced a bad series as
well. All it needed was for
Sarabjot to have another
poor shot — on his scoresh-
cet that seemed littered
with them. But when it
mattered most, he stepped
up and shot a 10.2. It's not
his best score but it's more
than enough.

While he might have
made the decisive blow, Sa-
rabjot won’t take credit for
the win.

He will say how the
match is a blur but how
grateful he was that he and
Manu had done enough. 1
don’t remember much of
the match but | remember
we both did what we need-
ed to do,” he says.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 16




* Multiple Medallist at Olympic Games (Gﬁ?iﬁﬁ? Qdl | av—cS g

)

* Manu Bhaker wins a bronze mec
event, becoming the first multip

UTHY 3 10 HIeX TR TORe o (i
MR R MELCOAL B GRS

al in the 10m air pistol mixed team
e medallist at_.an Olympic Games (H

UGc

» Support from Sarabjot Singh ('\‘:R_GITrﬁT'[ ﬁl’s’ G} WQf:[)Sa rabjot

SmghﬂFIayed a crucial role in Manu's achjevement ({-R@I\YIICI
IUdisl H Hedqul HfHe

Ilﬂc

5T FHTS).










Medals table

| ¥ ..Y_;
1 |Japan 712 |4 |13
2 |China 6 | 6| 2 |14
3 |Australia| 6 | 4 | 0 | 10
4 |France 5 8 | 4 |17
5 |Korea 5| 313 |32
6 [USA 4 | 9 |11 | 24
Great
! Britain 3[5]3 |1
Italy 2 | 4 9
Canada 2
10 |Hong 210(1]3
Kong
32 |India 00| 2] 2




e Consider the following statements regarding Manu Bhaker's achievement in the 10m air
pistol mixed team event:

1.Manu Bhaker won a bronze medal in the 10m air pistol mixed team event at the Paris
Olympics.

2.Sarabjot Singh played a crucial role in the team's performance but did not take credit for
the win.

3.Manu's highest score in the match was 10.2, which secured the win.
 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1and2only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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U.P. House passes
Bill to amend law
against conversion

Punishment enhanced to 20 vears or life term, any person can register

FIR; Akhilesh says govt. diverting attention through communal politics

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

he Uttar Pradesh

Vidhan Sabha on

Tuesday passed the
Uttar Pradesh Prohibition
of Unlawful Conversion of
Religion (Amendment) Bill,
2024, making the law stric-
ter by providing for a maxi-
mum punishment of life
imprisonment for those
found guilty of marrying a
woman by deceiving her
and illegally converting her

on.
The Bill says that if a per-
son threatens, attacks,
marries or promises to
marry or conspires for it,
or traffics a woman, minor
or anyone with the inten-
tion of conversion, then his
crime will be placed in the
most serious category. In
such cases, there is a provi-
sion of 20 years’ imprison-
ment or life imprisonment,
as opposed to 10 years and
a fine of ¥50,000 earlier.
Under the amended provi-
sions, any person can re-
gister a first information re-
port in conversion cases.
Earlier, in the Uttar Pra-

U.P. Finance Minister Suresh Khanna and Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath at the Assembly in Lucknow on Tuesday. SANDEEP SAXENA

desh Prohibition of Unlaw-
ful Conversion of Religion
Act, 2021, to give informa-
tion or a complaint, the
presence of the victim, her
parents, or siblings was ne-
cessary. The new Bill pro-
poses that cases of unlaw-
ful conversion will not be
heard by any court below
the sessions court and
along with this, the bail
plea will not be considered
without giving an oppor-
tunity to the public prosec-
utor. The Bill also makes all
the crimes under the
amended Act non-bailable.

The Opposition at-
tacked the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment over the Bill. “What

else they can do? They are
not doing anything new.
These people are trying to
divert the attention of the
people through communal
politics,” said the Samajwa-
di Party (SP) president Ak-
hilesh Yadav while talking
to reporters  outside
Parliament.

‘Fake cases will rise’
Leader of Opposition in
U.P. Mata Prasad Pandey
expressed apprehensions
that fake cases will rise and
suggested adding a clause
in which if the accused per-
son is released, an FIR
should be lodged against
the policemen who lodged
the FIR.
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| 150% customg duty on lab
chemicals alarms scientists

Imported chemicals, reagents, and enzymes are vital to experimental research; many took to
social media to point out that chemicals that usually cost ¥1 lakh would now cost 25 lakh
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Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

hree digits have

thrown scientists

across the country
into a tizzy. Budget docu-
ments, made public earlier
this week, show that the
basic customs duty on lab-
oratory chemicals, a criti-
cal component of re-
search, has been hiked to
150% from the existing
10%.

Imported chemicals,
reagents, and enzymes
come under the category
of laboratory chemicals
and are vital to experimen-
tal research across nearly
every domain of scientific
research. Most of them are
niche products and can be
expensive.

The issue sparked out-
rage on social media with
estimates by researchers
that chemicals that usually
cost ¥ lakh would now
cost ¥2.5 lakh.

The Customs Depart-
ment defines laboratory
chemicals as “all chemi-
cals, organic or inorganic,
whether or not chemically
defined, imported in pack-
ings not exceeding 500
grams or 500 millilitres
and which can be ident-
fied with reference to the
purity, makings or other
features to show them to
be meant for use solely as
laboratory chemicals”.

Santosh Chauhan, a
scientist at the CSIR-Centre

-

s e
W e o e

Raising concern: Most of the changes in customs duties for other
iterns were in the range of 10% or 15%. GETTYIMAGES

for Cellular and Molecular
Biology (CCMB), who high-
lighted the issue on X,
posted: “Please tell me this
is a misprint...lab chemi-
cals custom duty increased
from 10% to 150%? How we
do research and whether
funding agencies will com-
pensate by reducing ex-
pectations or providing
more funds?”

He also attached a pic-
ture of an email from
Merck Life Sciences, a pro-
minent supplier of speciali-
ty chemicals, that says
rates of laboratory chemi-
cals would now invite a
150% hike and those of
‘plastics’, a 25% hike from
the existing 10%.

Several scientists to
whom The Hindu spoke,

while perturbed by the
rates, said it was likely that
the number was a “mis-
print” or that exemptions
would be made for chemi-
cals specifically used for re-
search and development.
Heads of scientific organi-
sations said that “matters
were under flux” and that
it would be some time be-
fore clarity could emerge.

Misprint or not?

“This is quite a significant
problem and we will be
writing to the science se-
cretaries for some clarifica-
tion. It initially seemed like
a misprint as most of the
changes in customs duties
for other items were in the
range of 10% or 15% and
this seemed like an out-

lier,” said the director of a
prominent lab affiliated
with the Department of
Atomic Energy, who de-
clined to be identified.
“During COVID, we started
to procure many more vital
reagents and chemicals lo-
cally as the market dynam-
ics changed. However,
there are a vast number of
chemicals that are neces-
sary to research and must

be imported because there
aren’t Indian
manufacturers.”

Rajesh Gokhale, Secre-
tary, Department of Bio-
technology, told The Hindu
that the science Ministries
were aware of the issue
and “it would be solved”.
He did not respond to qu-
eries on how these duties
were imposed. Requests
for clarification from the

Department of Science and
Technology were
unanswered.

For several years now,
publicly funded research
and development organi-
sations, which have a spec-
ific registration certificate
from the Department of
Scientific and Industrial
Research, are exempt from
customs duties. A notifica-
tion on July 27 extended
this until March 2029.

“There may be clarifica-
tions and exemptions, but
it certainly hinders the
ease of doing science,” said
Binay Panda, Professor at
Jawaharlal Nehru Universi-
ty.



e The customs duty on laboratory ch\emicals has been increased
to 150% from the existing 10% (Y44 IXI TOI] UR HicH

SICT HINET 10% A S@THR 150% B 2l 7S B),




* Impact on Research ('Qﬁ%[ U YUHTd)Imported chemicals, reagents,
and enzymes vital for experimental research WlléﬁTOW cost
significantly more( CESIREH NP HC

SgH Sl
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* Reactions from the Scientific Community (ﬁmﬁm? HHclU DI

)
* Social Media Outcry ('\‘:ﬁ'sl'lﬁ Aifsar w? T-I'R'ITrI"'ﬂ)

* Researchers estlmate that chemlc%Is usually costing X1 lakh will now cost

2.5 lakh (RNYD IS BT STHH AR TR X1 ARG H 3T dTel 979
319 %2.5 TR H fHei).



 Statements from Scientists (ailTﬁﬁﬁ & dyT)Rajesh Gokhale,
Secretary, Department of Blotechnolog%lgssured that the issue would

be resolved ( Eﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬂﬂc | WW%{WW
o THTT BT JHTYT ThdT SITET).




- Customs Department Definition (B3¢ H fdHTT Bl tI'h"l-I'I'EIT)

e Laboratory chemicals include all chemicals imported in packages not

exceeding 500
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* Possible Misprint ('\‘T‘l-l'lﬁ?[ fiic Zﬁ')SeveraI SC|ent|st believe the increase mlght be a
mlsprmt and expect clarifications or exemptions ( CARSIGE] Q@ Uh

flic Ffc B APhdl & 3R TPIHRT T FE DI WG BRA 8).




e Consider the following statements regarding the recent hike in customs duty on
laboratory chemicals:

1.The customs duty on laboratory chemicals has been increased from 10% to 150%.
2.This increase affects chemicals, reagents, and enzymes vital for experimental research.

3.The Department of Biotechnology assured that the issue would be resolved and
considered a misprint.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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State-wise representation
at the Olympics

The tables are based on data gathered from World
Athletics, the Indian Olympic Association, and the Paris
2024 Olympics website. All figures are presented as
percentages. Only select States are depicted in these
tables. Some States were excluded in certain tables
because of a lack of contenders or because they had too
few to be categorised by gender or sport

Table 1 | The State-wise share of Olympians across editions

Table 2 | State-wise gender-split

Table 3 | Gender-wise split of

of Olympians Olympians across sports
State 2000 | 2004 | 2008 | 2012 | 2016 | 2020 | 2024
Haryana 4% | 15% | 16% | 16% | 18% | 22% | 21% State Female | Male Sport type Female | Male
Punjab 15% | 17% | 9% | 13% | 9% | 15% | 16% Manipur 29% Judo
T.N. 13% | 2% | 4% | 1% | 4% | 6% | 10% Andhra* 39% Weightlifting
U.P. 6% | 11% | 5% | 12% | 6% | 9% | 8% Rajasthan 53% Archery
Andhra* 6% 2% | 7% | 4% | 6% | 4% | 7% Haryana Athletics
Karnataka 6% 9% | 9% | 11% | 9% | 5% | 6% W.B. Badminton
Delhi 4% 9% 1% | 3% | 4% Maharashtra Wrestling
Kerala 13% | 11% | 9% | 8% | 11% | 6% | 4% Karnataka Golf
Maharashtra 8% | 11% | 5% | 4% | 6% | 6% | 4% Gujarat Table tennis
Gujarat 1% | 2% | 2% Odisha Tennis
M.P. 2% 2% 1% | 3% | 2% Kerala Shooting
Manipur 4% 4% | 5% | 5% | 4% | 2% U.P. Swimming
Odisha 6% 7% 4% | 5% | 3% | 2% M.P. Boxing
Rajasthan 2% 7% 1% | 2% | 4% | 2% T.N. Hockey
W.B. 4% 4% | 7% | 8% | 5% | 3% | 2% Punjab Rowing

Table 4 | Gender-wise split of
Olympians across editions

35%
2024 40%

The share of women
contenders was high in
judo, weightlifting, and
archery. Only the 2016
Olympics came very close
to achieving gender parity




Table 5 | The table shows the State-wise share of Olympians under each sport in the 2000 to 2024 period cumulatively. *Andhra Pradesh refers to the undivided State

State Archery | Athletics | Badminton | Boxing | Golf | Hockey | Judo | Rowing | Sailing | Shooting | Swimming | TT | Tennis | Weightlifting | Wrestling
Andhra Pradesh* 3% 3% 34% 3% 2% 3% 17 25 11%

Assam 3% 12%

Delhi 3% 2% 3% 14% 7% 7% 23 4%
Gujarat 1% 7% 11 | 4%

Haryana 3% 13% 7%  |58% | 18% | 14% [14% | 10% 15% 7% 7%
Jharkhand 27% 6% 1%

Karnataka 8% 17% 36% 7% 14% 2% 6 14%

Kerala 26% 3% 4%

Maharashtra 6% 3% 21% 18% 6% 10% 11% 7% 11%

Manipur 12% 6% 6% |43%

Odisha 3% 11% 11%

Punjab 12% 3% 9% 30% | 14% | 20% 14% 21%

Rajasthan 3% 30% 11%

Tamil Nadu 7% 2% 6% 17 | 18% 22%

Uttar Pradesh 6% 9% 7% 9% 9% 10% | 14% | 20% 11% 8%
Uttarakhand 5% 3% 10% 2%

West Bengal 18% 3% 9% 1% 3% 28 | 14%

R Amanda Miriam Fernandez, Mohammed Amjadh Shah M, Mohamed Anas Z and Thalamuthukumar T are interning with The Hindu Data team
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United States overtakes UAE as
India’s second largest LNG supplier
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United States overtakes UAE as
India’s second largest LNG supplier

Rishi Ranjan Kala
NEW DELHI

The U.S. displaced the UAE
to emerge as India’s se-
cond largest supplier of li-
quefied natural gas (LNG)
in 2023, accounting for
3.09 million tonne (mt).
LNG is emerging as a sub-
stitute fuel in the transition
towards green energy.
Analysts attributed the
development to weakening
LNG prices in international
markets as well as India’s
proximity, via the Cape of
Good Hope, to U.S. LNG
cargoes compared to
North Asia. The U.S. also
emerged as the world’s lar-
gest LNG exporter in 2023.
According to the world
LNG report 2024 by Inter-
national Gas Union (IG), re-

leased earlier this month,
the U.S. supplied India 1.8
mt LNG in the pre-pan-
demic period (2019) and
the quantity increased to
3.86 mt in 2021.

Trade dynamics

India, the fourth largest
LNG importer, scaled back
in 2022 owing to rising
prices and shipments from
the U.S. declined to 2.16
mt. On the other hand, the

UAE’s share rose from 2.6
mt in 2019 to 3.32 mt in
2020, slipped to 2.59 mt in
2022 and again rose to 2.85
mt last year.

Qatar remained India’s
largest LNG supplier for
five years running (2019-
2023); cargoes topped 10
mt, barring in 2019 when it
stood at 9.7 mt. In 2023,
shipments from Qatar rose
to a high of 10.92 mt.

Another notable deve-
lopment during this period
is the decline in the share
of African nations in India’s
LNG imports. According to
IGU data, Nigeria and An-
gola, which supplied 2.7 mt
and 2.9 mt LNG, respec-
tively, to India pre-pan-
demic (2019), saw their
cargoes shrink to 0.73 mt
each in 2023. The share of

both African nations has
been declining since 2021.

Kenneth Foo, Associate
Editorial Director at S&P
Global Commodity In-
sights, said the U.S. was the
standout exporter in the
global LNG market in 2023,
overtaking Qatar and Aus-
tralia with strong growth in
liquefaction capacity due
to investments made sever-
al years ago.

Total U.S. LNG exports
were about 15% higher
year-on-year at 89 mt.
“With India at closer prox-
imity via the Cape of Good
Hope for U.S. LNG cargoes,
compared to North Asia,
sellers were more incentiv-
ised to sell volumes to In-
dia to save freight costs.”

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)



How Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) is made

1. Cleaned

Natural gas is
cleaned of
Impurities

2. Liquefied
Becomes liquid
after being cooled
to approx -160C

hooo

3. Transported
Easier and safer to
move (takes up 600
times less space)




Reduce oil Import bill:

A switch to Liquefied Natural Gas from diesel (10 percent of new diesel vehicles switched to LNG
by 2032) could result in the reduction in oil import bill by $S1.5 billion by the year 2032

Reduce tank-to-wheel emissions

Air pollution:

The HDV sector alone contributes up to 66 percent of the particulate matter from the road
transport sector, therefore switching to Liquefied Natural Gas will improve air pollution in cities.




* Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)

e Liquefied Natural bas (LNG) is a natural gas composed of mainly methane, CH4, with
some mixture of ethane, CZHB which has been cooled down to liquid form for ease and
safety of non-pressurized storage or transpaort.

* Process: The natural gas is condensed into a liquid form at close to atmospheric
pressure by cooling it to approximately -162 °C (-260 °F)

 Nature: It is odourless, colourless, non-toxic and non-corrosive.



- Punishment Enhancement (ST H q@)l\/laximum punishment of

life imprisonment for marrying a woman by deceiving her into
conversion (%hﬁﬁ e P AT B W IHbG Dl

3D TH Foll).

* For threatening, attacking, marrying, or conspiring to marry a woman
with the intent of conversion, 20 years' imprisonment ( N

g Afgdl TR YHDb!, §HAT, TST HI T FIOIRT T4 TR 20 T
Dl Toll).




* FIR and Complaint Provisions (QTF&ITscGI'R' 3R Rrerq UTdYT)

* Any person can register a first information report in conversion cases
o{gll

(fe P YHIGRUT AT H TS Gof B B
IYDPR).




e Presence of the victim, their parents or S|bI|ngs hecessary for

information or complaint (@l 4 oIgd & feld U SCI , O 1P

HIdI-OdT a1 His-a8- ®f Jurifd 31Id-‘2qq9).




e Jurisdiction and Bail (m Eaﬁ \?rﬁ?' OlHIAd)Cases of unlawful

conversion will not be heard by any court below the segsions court

(3AY YH[IRUT b HIHA]

ATy H gl gi).

* Bail plea will not be considered wit
3T

public prosecutor (S

IR fdaR el fbar Siram).

5] gAdTS fobdl Ui U= DI Y i @

QP )
nout giving an opportunity to the
Olh Pl Hlp A1 SIHIAd Al

* Crimes under the amended Act are non-bailable (ﬂ’-‘lﬁmﬁ 3TH

TR-STHd]

P dod U

%).



* Fake Cases Concerns [ &Y ﬁi?‘lT)
e Concerns that fake cases will rise and a clause should be added to lodge an FIR against the policemen if the accused is

released (W%%WW@%@WWW%&W%WW%WﬁW%
fo T WS SiieT ST @nien).




* Consider the following statements regarding the Uttar Pradesh Prohibition of
Unlawful Conversion of Religion (Amendment) Bill, 2024:

1.The maximum punishment under the bill is life imprisonment.
2.Any person can register a first information report in conversion cases.

3.Cases of unlawful conversion will be heard by any court, including below the
sessions court.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3)1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Day of mourning in Bangladeqh as more than 200 killed in unrest
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TEHRAN

Reformist Masoud Pezeshkian
sworn in as ninth President of Iran

Iranian reformist Masoud Pezeshkian was sworn in at parliament on
Tuesday as the country’s ninth President at a ceremony attended by
foreign dignitaries. The move comes two days after Iran’s supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei officially endorsed Pezeshkian. He is
expected to unveil his government in two weeks. AFP
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Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam
Campaign



* The Ministry of Defence will undertake a massive 15 lakh trees
plantation drive across the country on the occasion of 78th
Independence Day ceremony on 15th August 2024.

* The plantation drive is part of the 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' campaign, to
be conducted through the three Services, Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO), Defence PSUs, Controller General
Defence Accounts (CGDA), National Cadet Corps (NCC), Sainik
Schools, and Ordnance factories.



* The Prime Minister launched the 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' campaign on
World Environment Day 2024, urging all to plant a tree as a tribute to
mothers.



Mekedatu Project



e Karnataka Chief Minister(CM) has highlighted the Mekedatu balancing
reservoir project as a key solution to address water-sharing issues
with Tamil Nadu during monsoon distress years, asserting that the
project would benefit both states, particularly in times of water
scarcity.



* The Mekedatu multi-purpose project aims to build a balancing
reservoir near Kanakapura to provide drinking water to Bengaluru
and generate 400 MW of power.

* Mekedatu is a deep gorge at the confluence of the Cauvery and Arkavathi
rivers.



* The Supreme Court, has settled the sharing of Cauvery water, with
Karnataka required to release 177.25 thousand million cubic (tmc)
feet, but only during a normal year, not in a year of deficit rainfall.

* Tamil Nadu has a right to 177.25 tmc ft, but only during a normal
monsoon.



» Karnataka Chief Minister(CM) emphasises that the Mekedatu
reservoir will help meet Bengaluru's drinking water needs and
enable Karnataka to release water to Tamil Nadu during a distress
year, as 65 tmc ft of water can be impounded, which would otherwise
end up in the sea
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India’s Steel Production To
Surpass 300 Million Tonnes By
2030




 Steel production in India, driven by robust demand for government infrastructure
projects, is projected to surpass 300 million tonnes (MT) by 2030.

e Status

* India currently ranks as the World’'s 2nd Largest Producer of Crude Steel,
surpassing Japan in 2018

« Current steel demand remains strong with an infrastructure push from the
government and expects a growth of about 10 percent.



e Initiatives

* The Union Minister of Steel and Heavy Industries
launched SIMS 2.0 portal, the upgraded Steel Import
Monitoring System, to provide actionable intelligence to
stakeholders for effective decision-making and strategic
planning.

« National Steel Policy 2017 (NSP 2017): India aims to
achieve a crude steel capacity of 300 MTPA and a crude steel
demand/production of 255 MTPA by 2030-31.




« The Union Budget for 2024-
25 gives India’s steel industry
several reasons to cheer,
Including import duty cuts on
several raw materials and
Indirect benefits from increased
spending on infrastructure and
affordable housing.




Oropouche Fever




* Recently, Brazil has reported the
first-ever deaths from Oropouche
Fever, a mosquito-borne
disease with symptoms similar to
dengue.

« About the Oropouche Fever

* |tis caused by the Oropouche
virus, which belongs to
the Orthobunyavirus genus. It
was first detected in Trinidad
and Tobago back in 1955




Transmission: The Oropouche virus These minuscule midges are stealthy and
primarily spreads through the bite of a efficient carriers of this virus.

tiny insect called the Culicoides However, there’s no evidence of human-
Paraensis Midge to-human transmission.

Symptoms: Symptoms are eerily similar to dengue—think fever, chills,
muscle pain, and joint discomfort.




Word of the day

Haptic:

of or relating to the sense of touch

Synonyms: tactile, tactual

Usage: Some virtual worlds provide auditory
and haptic experiences.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/hapticpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /haeptik/
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