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Core sector
3 growth slips.
. to 20-month
low of 4%
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JD(S) pulls support
for BJP’s padayatra
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india and China on Wednesday
the 30th meeting of the
Working Mechanism for

As manv as 191 re;

ETTA/
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

he death toll in the
landslides that de-

on India-Chins Border Affairs
2 agreed to mata

mement

diplomatic pheiies

CHENNAL

the rubble, people desper-

A tocal of 174 bodies
61 body parts were re-
triev v Wednesday

on
nue Department tfcints
said.

Personnel of the Army,

th the help of vo-
lunteers and rescue equip-

The Raitways b
Figh-level comenitiee to decide
on the working and rest hours
of loco piiots and assistant
toco pilots. The move comes
against the backdrop of 3
series of train acciderts acrass
the country. » PAGE &

IAF's largest
multilateral drill
to begin in Aug.

Jodhpur. » PAGE &

Protests continue
in Venezuela a
day after 12 died
camAcAs
Thousands of

during protests against
President Nicolas Maduro's
election victory. » PAGE 14

ment,
ers.  Se.

Dodies being puled out of

shifted to relsef camps.
The heavy layer of slush
and the slippery lermm ad-
sely the
Eress of the sex Seancn on Wed-
nesday. A makeshift
bridge, constructed by sol-
diers, to cross the river for

wgh catl:

y of rescue efforts

A body being transported

cross = stream us

3t the landslide it Chooralmats oo Wednesday. THLAS! AKRAT

rescue operations was sub-
merged in rainwater by

evening. Meanwhile, the
Army. started bedidin
150.-metre Bailey bridge

across the Punna river, a
tributary of the Chaliyar
river, to connect the affect

ed areas. The bridge would
hiwi  cxerylog capacity of
20 tonne and the construc-

on would be completed
by Friday evening.

&2 rope and a pulley by the rescue personnel

said 100 more soldiers and

three sniffer dogs would

Jjoin the rescue oper-
Chooralmala_

The district administra-

ground penetrating radar
to retrieve the bodies bu-
ed deep in the debris
M. Vijayan eold press-
Thiruv:

Wayanad toll over 200; slush impedes search

ed mis 592 persons rescued from the ravaged sites in two days and
moved to various hospitals: 99 peuple are under treatment: Chief Minister Vijayvan says efforts are on to relucam citizens, including tribal people from landslide-prone areas

Row over Kerala's
disaster response
THIRUVANANTHAFURAM

Chief Minister Pinarays Wjaysn
tock issue with Home Minister

fiad dispatched the NDRF
tmams 2t behest, not
on its own wolition. » PAGE 3

on
before leaving for Waya-
nad that efforts were

areas of C! and
Mundakkai to hospétal
Kerala and Karnataka
sub-area General Officer
Commanding (GOC) Major
General ViT. Mathew, who

He said more
8,000 persons had been
shifted to 82 relief camps
in Wayanad district.

the Ar-

was
my's rescue operations,

» PAGE S

on landslide atlas

THIRUVANANTHAPURAMN
w: d was among many
places in Kerala that featured
high on 3 ISRO datsbase based

among 147 districts in the
<country.» PAGE 3

health worker

Fighting a deadly virus

stum of the Chandipura vins, named after  small town in
Maharashtra where it was first discovered. Gujarat recorded 56 deaths from encephalitis due to the infection in the past m

onth. REUTERS

BEIRUT

Hamas leader Ismail Hani-
yeh was killed in a pre-
dawn air surike in the Ira-
nian capital, Tehran. on
esday. Iran and the
mmnm group said, blam-
ing Israel for a assas-
sination that risks escalat-
ing the conflict even as the
U.S. and other nations
were scrambling w pre-
vent an all-out regional
war. Iran’s supreme leader
v nge against
Israel
was no imme-
diate comment from Israel,
which has pledged to kill
Haniyeh and other Hamas

The strike came just after
Haniyeh had attended the
inauguration of fran's new

mail Haniyeh

President in Tehran. “We
consider his revenge as our
gduty- iranian Supreme

Leader Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei said in a statement

20 his official webske. He
Said lsrael

Hamas leader Haniyeh killed
in air strike in Iranian capital

deal in the war on Gaza_
On Tuesday, Israel car-

ried out a rare strike in the

Lebanese capital that it

raeli-Hezbollah escalation,
said the double strikes in
Beirut and Tehran could

push West Asta into a ~de-

Vastating regional war-.
Israsli Defence Mintster
Yoav a2 state-

st et Tornel e
wiar after its serike on

snishment for it-
“a dear

ne; -
ns and hostage release

in Beirut, “but we are pre-
paring for all possibilities™.
He did not mention the Ha-
niveh killing.

MORE REFPORTS
»PAGES s &1a

Puja loses IAS candidature,
debarred from future exams

W D

e Union Public Service
mmission

of probationer Indian

ministrative Service uAs)

o(ﬁ(ex Puja Khedkar and

rmanently debarred her

from all future exami
and

necessary documents for
her re

allowed to her, she failed to
submit her explanation,”
ui

' fasther added that in
the backdrop of Ms. Khed-
kar's case. the UPSC has

tions of the
Commission.

She was found “guilty of
acting in contravention of
the provisions of the cmx

Services Exa; <
Rules™, it said. Reg.ln:llng
the ission of false cer-
tificas dates,

mark Disabilities (PwBD),
the UPSC sald it “neither
has the mandate nor t
wherewithal to check the
veracity of thousands of
che
"

respond to the show-cause
nosice o her on July
18 “for fraudulenty avail-

ugust
that she could gather the

the
available data of more than

years with respect to the

Controversy over failure to expunge Thakur’s
remark; privilege notice against PM over video

EW DEL]

The Lok Sabha was ad-

during the debate on the
Union Budget on Tuesday.
Despite assurances, his re-
marks were not expunged
from the v

Punjzb Chief Minister Cha-

number of

availed by them.

“After this detafled exer-

Elte. barring the case of

ts. Khedkar, no other can-

ciate Tas oo Gemd
I

have

of atempts than permitted
under the CSE Rules™
UPSC said.

ranjit Singh Channi sub-
mitted a b tvi-
lege notice to the Lok
Sahha Spesker —aganst

Ministe: a
Modi for posting a Ik 1o
Mr. Thakur's speech on his
X account. The

said the linked video in-
cluded “expunged~
portions of the speech.

ing was present in the text
of the proceedings.

on's protests
began as the Lok Sabha

questions on asking sbout
caste”. He

country.
The spillover of this con-
troverey ineo the next da ay

notice against Mr. I\Iodl. In
his letter, he said, “It is, ho-
wever, shocking m note
that these expunged por-

against the

my motion and permit me
to move the same.~
Congress general secre-

Affairs Minister Kiren mmu
that the Opposition.
including Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi,
p saying caste, caste,
—— o e they raise

in the House, during which
Speaker ©Om Birla

till noon.
Atr. Channi then submit-
ted his breach-of-privilege

punged portions — on its
website.
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IAF’s largest multilateral
exercise to begin this month

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
is all set to host its largest
multilateral exercise, Ta-
rang Shakti, in two phases
in August and September.
Eighteen countries, 10 of
them with air assets, will
join the exercise, which
will see a total of 150 air-
craft, both foreign and IAF,
soar into the skies over Su-
lur and Jodhpur. The exer-
cise will be a landmark
event and has no particu-
lar nation or theme “in
mind”, Air Marshal A.P.
Singh, Vice-Chief of the Air
Staff, said on Wednesday.
“Invitations have been
extended to 51 countries.
Ten countries will be parti-
cipating with assets and 18
as observers with one
more country likely to
join,” Air Marshal Singh
said while briefing the me-
dia. “The aim is to foster in-
teroperability and share

VvVl

best practices and also to
showcase indigenous de-
fence industry.”

Besides the observer
countries, Germany,
France, Spain, and the U.K.
are scheduled to take part
in Phase-1, while Phase-2
will see participation of
Australia, Bangladesh,
Greece, Singapore, the Un-
ited Arab Emirates and the
U.S.

Given the diverse parti-
cipation and to cater to the
requirements of friendly
foreign countries, the IAF
has decided to do it in two
phases, the Vice-Chief ex-

plained. Several countries
which are taking part in
the multilateral exercise
Pitch Black in Australia will
join the exercise on their
return leg.

Each phase of the exer-
cise will see participation
of 70-80 air assets. Phase-1
will be held from August 6-
14 at Sulur in Tamil Nadu,
and see participation of 32
foreign aircraft, Exercise
Director Air Vice-Marshal
Rajat Mohan said. Similar-
ly, Phase-2, to be held from
September 1-14 at Jodhpur,
will see participation of 27
fighters, two refuelling air-
craft, two airborne early
warning aircraft, and four
C-130 Special Forces air-
craft from foreign coun-
tries, Phase-2 Director Air
Commodore S.K. Taliyan
said. The IAF will field over
40 aircraft each in both the
phases. The Indian Navy
will participate in Phase-1
with its MiG-29K carrier
borne fighters.




2nd Jan — 15th Jan

Desert Cyclone India — UAE Rajasthan, India
2024
e I e Ear P 22nd Jan — 1st Feb
x Cyclone- ndia — nshas,
y ayp gyp 0004
_ ) 22nd Jan - 3rd Feb
Ex Khanjar India — Kyrgyzstan Himachal Pradesh, India
2024
India — Saudi 29th Jan — 10th Feb
‘SADA TANSEEQ’ Rajasthan, India
Arabia 2024
25th Feb — 9th Mar
Dharma Guardian India — Japan Rajasthan, India

2024

Samudra Laksmana

India — Malaysia

Visakhapatnam, India

28th Feb — 2nd Mar
2024

Tiger Triumph

India — USA

Kakinada, India

18th Mar — 31st Mar
2024

Ex LAMITIYE - 2024

India — Seychelles

Seychelles

18th Mar — 27th Mar
2024

Ex DUSTLIK — 2024

India — Uzbekistan

Termez, Uzbekistan

15th Apr — 28th Apr
2024

Exercise Cyber

Suraksha

India

20th May — 24th May
2024

Military Exercise
SHAKTI

India — France

Umroi, Meghalaya, India

13th May — 26th May
2024



IAF's Largest Multilateral Exercise (IAF <hT
a9 3T a'gcraﬂtr HFATH)

Exercise Tarang Shakti (37191 d{er erferd)

e Hosted by the Indian Air Force (IAF) (R arg QeT
cdRT 3mAIfaId).

e Scheduled in two phases in August and September (3TITET
AR AdER & o o & FUiRa).

* |nvolves 18 countries, 10 of them with air assets (18 a2l

$r aTefieRT, fSi=d & 10 Sl & a1y |9RT & &ATY).




« Aircraft Participation (TdHTAT &Y 1 E) AR

* A total of 150 aircraft, both foreign and IAF, will participate (EIW 150 T3#ATT, Tfacel
3R IAF &, ST o).

* To be held over Sulur and Jodhpur (HelX 3R EII‘éJCIQI & IR AT Thar sream).
* Phases and Participants (0T 3R gfcrsmmei)

* Phase-1 (dXUT-1)
e From August 6-14 at Sulur in Tamil Nadu (6-14 373TEd &I F—Iﬁ?«l?-l'lg % el H).
* Participation of 32 foreign aircraft (32 facel faaAr &r ﬂﬂﬂ’d’lﬂ)
* Countries: Germany, France, Spain, U.K. (é\'QT. aﬁ?ﬁ, EFRT, Fq?-r, z(r\é:)



* Phase-2 (dXUT-2)
* From September 1-14 at Jodhpur (1-14@?@? =) EII‘EIICIQI ff).

* Participation of 27 fighters, two refuelling aircraft, two airborne early warning aircraft,

and four C-130 Special Forces aircraft (27 oI _TdHTA, a $¥6T ${al dlel [dAT, ar
TIRETe 37l alfeier 3T, 31X IR C-130 [3AW Feli & fFAET v smefien)).

* Countries: Australia, Bangladesh, Greece, Singapore, UAE, U.S. (é\'QT: WT,
qEcreer, AH, B, Jus, F.od.).



1.0bjectives and Features (3667 IR fdwam)
1. Interoperability and Best Practices (m IR gafaw §I'2Trl§")

1.Aim to foster interoperability and share best practices (3-id{{-it4|<ﬂo-|“|€-ldl =)
amamsﬂtaa%ﬂqm}ﬁﬁmm).

2. Observer Countries (TId8Tdh 220)
1.0bservers from 18 countries with one more country likely to join (18 con o

qgdeTeh 3R UF 3R S & 3o I HHIGE).




* Consider the following statements about the IAF's multilateral exercise Tarang Shakti:
1.The exercise will be held in a single phase over Sulur and Jodhpur.

2.Phase-1 will see participation from Germany, France, Spain, and the U.K.

3.A total of 150 aircraft will participate in the exercise.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* 3a)1and2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Haribhau Kisanrao B

is new Rajasthan Governor

Former Maharashira Assembly Speaker
Swayamsevak

veteran Rashtriya
ribhau Kisanrao Bagde
Governor of Raja: b

and
Sangh leader

wassmnmssﬂw

an
.78, wok the oath

Raj
in the name of God in mnduaﬁarchlefsaumm
sudhansh Pant read out the warrant of his

issued by

roupadi

urm.

BJD MP Mamata Mohanta
resigns from Rajyva Sabha

BD M Mamnea Mobanta hos tendersd her

reslgnation
ove s s

n Wednesday
¢ sethack to the

Fegional party which lost power i Odisha afer
24 vears. Ms. Mohanta has resigned from her
membership in the BID, sparking

specularion sbout her next

maowe. Her resignation

yma acocpaed and the nuumber of B0 members in

the

From nine (o elght. In
nta expressed

s relggrt i Nettor, Ma. Molants
her fo

n
Ms. Mohanta, 48, was elected to the Rajya Sabha
on April 3, 2020, with her term set o conclude

on April 3026,

Akali Dal patron revokes
expulsion of eight rebels

Remowval of senior leaders against party constitution, savs Sukhdey Singh Dhindsa; calls for

removal of Sukhbir Singh Badal as SAD chief: rebels misled cadre. worked against party: Bhunder

CHAMDIGARH

hiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) party patronm
ke

The eq,rm rebels, who
had been expelled from the

it rty
chief Sukhbir Simgh Badal
of mpromising on

for political
gains and not representing
the sentiments of the

Reject outright
“we reject this deciston [t
expel the eight leaders].
The right to expel anyone
Hes with the working com-
mittee, not the disciplinary

i - said Mr.

The SAD patron said he
would write to Mr. Badal te
seek a reply on the move,
and would call a general

e meeting to elect a

new party presid

“Sukhbir Singh Badal is
not fit to remain party pre-
shdent,” Mr. [¥

former State Minksters Par-

der Si
Charangit Singh Brar were
hown the door

e vl leaders h:d

earlier  this

peared before e Arel

Takht — the highess Sikh

temporal seat in Amritsar —

ingh Badal FLE FHoTOS

ingh Dhindsa: (right] SAD

and submitted a letter to
apologise and seel: forghve-
ness for the mistakes their
party e it was in
power in Punjab between
2007 and 2017. They held
. who was the De-
pury Chief Minister at that
nsible for the
Mr. Wadala called the
move to expel him uncen-
stirurional, saying no notice
was lssued to him or the
other leaders. Mr. Chandu-
majra, while questioning
he action, asked

plinary commirtes that ex-
pelled the rebels, said Mr.
Dhindsa had “no authori-
ty" to stay the proceedings
Sommitiee

hindsa is a sendor
leader and should ko
that the party patron can-

diceator ng to over-
decisions” ¢
r e party’s

“meo
saD Balwinder
hllnder et Tt o et

the approval of Mr. Badal.
and with the sole aim of
misleading the cardre.

CWiEh Enpruts from DT

Haryana CM hints
at election tie-up
with Kanda’s party

GURUGRAM

Haryana Chief Minister
‘Nayab Singh Saini on Wed-
mesday hinted at a possible
alliance with former minis-
ter Gopal Kanda's Haryana
Lokhit Party, a Mational
Demecrasic Alliance partn-
er, for the upcoming As-
sembly election. He said
that the cooperation bet-

Tatiya fanata Partys Harya-
na election in-charge and
Union Education Minister

rmendra Pradhan to
Hacitss e strakegy for the

il podl
e il ogerher take it
forward with sength and

thon between the two par-
thes for the upcoming Stase

The Chief Minister was
in Sirsa to amend a reli-
mme organ-

Kanda, the
there is no off-
<clal word on the seat-shar-
ing formula berween the
two parties, Mr. Kanda, the
lone party MLA, could be

Mizyab Singh Saini

eyeing at lease six Assemb-
Iy seats in the Sirsa Lok

Acquitt
profile Geetika Sharma sul-

could help the BIF find a
foothold in Sirsa dissrict.
(:f(he five Assembly seats

district, two are
et T the Congress and
one each by Indian Nation-
al Lok Dal, Haryana Lokhit
Party and an independent,
with the BJP drawimg a
blank.

BJP's Ashok Tanwar had

gress” Kumari Selja with a
margin of over 25 lakh
votes

U.P. CM escorted through
alternative route as House
complex inundated after rain

LUCKROW

Heavy rains in Lucknow an
Wednesday led to severe

be seen collecting water in-
side the building in bucksts
and throwing it outside

Public
Heavy rainfal lasting three
hours

nience o the residemts
with pecple criticising the

et floars: Uttar Pradesh fasemisly workers clear stagnant
Fainwater fram the premises in Lucknow on Wednesday. 911

infrastrucrure and mumnici-
pal corporation for failure
in the Stare capi

The lon akso
lashed out at the U go-
vernme: majwadi

Party (5P general secre-
wary S Yadav
defmanding more budge-
tary allocation for the State
Assembly, adding thar i
such heavy rains can affect

fie government bulldings
nus

the mast_ If this is the con-
dition_after a torrential
rain, n the ress of

Stare s ar the mercy of
Sod wrote M Vadav. 4
senior MLA, on X

Bengali film industry
lockdown ends after
CM’s intervention

BOHLKATA

The Bengali film industry
ended twoe days of lock-

on Wednesday after
Chief Minister Mamara Ba-
nerjee met all partes con-
cerned. 5

Ms. Banerjee held a
with actor Prasen-

Shooting restarted on Wed-

ne: 2

The lockdown impacted
the whole industry, espe-
clally  technicians who
work om a no-work, no-pay

is.

After meeting, Mr.
Ghoes aas T seabehat
ders — from directors to

Hght boys, sound recordists
to hairdressers and spot

The I

imdunst cially
technicians wheo
no-pay basis

boys — will act in cohesion

as [though] part of an
archestra

Mr. Dev welcomed Ms
Banerjee’s  intervention

e whole  impass
started when director Ra-
ukherjee  was

banned for three
by the technician’s federa-
hom for violating their rules

Privilege breach proceedings
against MLAs can continue in
next Assembly: Madras HC

Assembly.
Justices SM. Subsama-
niam and C. Kumarappan
sald the purpose of grant-

the

his own
shopt secrevely in Bangla-
desh. The ban was later lift

ed but technicians refused

o work if Mr. Mukherjee
stayed on as director.

rioushy if the law was inter-
preted in such a manner.

Landrmark ruling:

Thie poraers af the Committes of Privieges and

those of the Speaker of the House will net lapse merety an account

af change of gavernment, the Macdsas High Court has saed, T

The court made the ob-
servations while allowing
writ appeals filed in 2021 by
the Leggiskat!

Committes  of Privileges
against a single judge

der in 2020, quashing the
show-cause notices Essued
o incumbens Chief Minis-

in the Assembly in July
7.

oy

The Division Bench held
that the single judge aught
not to have “assumed the
role of the Speaker~ and in-
terfered ar the very preli-
minary stage

the

tinuing  the proceedings
and taking a final decision
on merits.

Resolution moved in
W.B. House for review
of new criminal laws

KOLEATA

A resolution  mowed

view of the three new cri-
minal laws by the Centre.
ng the resolu-
ton, BP members sabd
that the new
broughs
due  deliberations
rious sections of the

1ty and that the TMC mem-
bers moved it with a
palitical motive.

resolution  urged

new laws 1o evolve consen-

zood  gover
nd to protect the
Principles of fundarmental

laws — Bharatiya Nyaya
Sambita, Bharatiya Nagarik
and Bha-
rs'llya Sakshya Adhiniyam
— came into effect acrass

cedure Code (Crec) and
Indian  Evidence  Act,
respectively.

Discussion on the reso-

Thursday, Speakes Biman
Banerjes sald.

Violations found at Patna institute of ‘Khan Sir’

Amarnath Tewar
PATNA

The survey of coaching in-

Study
Circle in the national capi-
tal has found several m-

Research Centre run by
sdncnns Raizzl Khan. ska
“Khan 5§

A Siemember team of
officials s wer a

studying there to comply
£ the rules.
Patna has owver 3.000

Falice 2t the site of Rau's L4 Study Cirche in New Delhi whers thres
studerrs drowned pwer the weskend FILE P1aOT

pur, Mahendru, Bhikhana
Pahadi, Khazanchi Road
and Kankerbagh areas.

Morms footed

“Wie surveved the coaching
institutes for absence of re-
gistration, non-compliance
of fire safery, proper exit
and cther building

passage
regulations.  Several of

them were found flousing
the norms and we'll serve
OTECEes o I SOon,” sald
senior district official Shri-
kant Kundlik Khandelkar.

ing Institute (Control &
Regulation) Act, 2010, if a
coaching instinite breach-
es any provision, or notif-
cation under this Act, it
will face a fine of ¥25,000
for the first violation and 1
lakh for the second one.

“In case of further of-
fiences, the registration of

every three

Survey to
Another official who is part
of the team

said that mose coaching in-
stirures are likely to be sur-
veyed over the mext few
days. “Before taking action
against them, they will be
given time to explain their
position and adhere to the
specified norms and regu-
lations for operation,” the
official said on condition of

Magis-
of the

ED raids in
Maharashtra
in PMLA
violation case

BaUMEAL

The Enforcement IMrecto-
rate {ED} carried out
operations in Maha-
rashira on wednesday in
connection with alleged
of

centres, inchiding manda-
tory permission and neces-
-objection certifi-

akd

the J’rzvmlllun
Laundering Act
2002

of M
(PRILAY,

The case pertains to
loan fraud case involving
Shree Shiv Parvatl Sakhar
Karkhana Limited, Hnedl
Engineering  Corpor

Tk o 5 o e
rectors.  Searches

and cash were seized.

TV PUBLTSIG PAT LTD i S s e (e i B P et




Haribhau Kisanrao Bagde

is new Rajasthan Governor

Former Maharashtra Assembly Speaker and
veteran Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh leader
Haribhau Kisanrao Bagde was sworn in as the
Governor of Rajasthan here on Wednesday.
Rajasthan High Court’s Chief Justice Manindra
Mohan Shrivastava administered the oath of
office to Mr. Bagde at a ceremony held on the
lawns of Raj Bhavan. Mr. Bagde, 78, took the oath
in the name of God in Hindi after Chief Secretary
Sudhansh Pant read out the warrant of his
appointment issued by President Droupadi
Murmu.
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2 ~ Ty, g 2028
ki maa | SC to decide if States can demand | bxllealth Secretary
mantains | gaxes On mines retrospectlvely UPSC Chairperson

the Indian
that the muests
invited by the Go-
tran and the-

refore were not & concern
for the Indian authorites.

Solicitor-General u

the court to clarify

s allowing States 1o demand

Ll
retrospective taxes will have cascading effects, which will ultimately impact m= COMTHTION TN DO COUrt reserves

HEW DELHI

ninejudge Bench
ihe Supreme
Consrt on Wedmes:

day reserved o for a
uery raised by the Centre
on whether ||sJu|y5_1udg—

nc u

of state Ieglsl:[ures To rax
mines and mineral rights
woul be applied

Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India D¥. Chandra-
chud,  Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta urged the

court o clarify that the

Independent decision:

with the federsbizt princples of gows mance. EEUTERS

steel, relied on mines.

The mines were leased
gut_in public suctions
Based on the rerms of the

in the manufacture of

The wines and Atinerals
(Drewelopment and Regula-
‘Hons) ACt of 1957, The bids

er stating that neither the
Seate may demand anmy levy
retrospectively
private parties or PsUs
whe have would seek
any refund of the money,”
M. Mehta submitted.

were e
to the then-existing rates_
Retrospective evaluation of
tax would bead to a heavy
laad, wiich could o
these sectors.

“Lordships may consid-

Senlor  adwocate

Salve, appearing fox
Coalfields  Limited,

Harish

demands
han the et werth ol ey

he July 25 judgment freed States from restrictions of the Centre and is in tune

implensentati the
judgment ran the risk of
bankrupting

O Oh fuly 35, the Constinu-

planturcs tn tax minersl
Ta

5 an.
peerir b
‘Parliament
The judgment freed
States from the restrictions

frish sl

of the Cenre and is in tune

el che fodemniler prind.

NEW DELHL

Former Union Health Se-
cretary Preeu Sudan was
appointed Chalrperson of
the Union Public Service
Commisston (UPSC) after
Manoj Soni resigned from
the post earlier this month,

mge on

mnd wadll B o pempar: 11
il 29, 2025 or 4l

ofders. She will turn 65 1n

Ms. Sudan is only the se-
cond woman to head the
UPSC since K.M. Bathew
served as the chalrperson
from 1962 to 1996

“The President has ap-
proved the a ment of
Preeti  Sudan.  Member,
UPsC under clause (14 of

in his majority opindon.

29 letter addressed by Ad-
ditional Secretary, Depar

Presti Sudan

ment of Personmel and
Tralning  to  Secretary,

dier Article M6 of the
Constitution

A 1983 batch Indian Ad-
ministrative Service (LAS)
officer of the Andhra Pra-
diesh dan has

Health Secretary for thres
wears till July 202

The Hirdi rEpurmd on
July 19 thar
signed fon

Judiciary can direct govt. to conduct a
performance audit of its laws, says SC

Erishnadas R

FEW DELHI
The Supreme Court has
upheld “the power, nay the

duty~ of the judiciary to di-

rect  the nment to
comnduct a pelfmms:ncz
audis~ of ks statutery la
o asseas thelr acrial im-
pact on the ground.

A Bench of Justices PLS.

Aravind
il

their impact i,

court, as an aside,
S it “peculiar that an
owerwhelming majority of
legislation are introduced

and carried through by the
government while privare
Members” Bills barely get a
mention.

The judgment, deli-
wered on July 30 but pu-
blished on Wednesday, fol.

appeal

High Court to constitute a
Bench to initiate suo seote

and identify the cause of
the problems.

tice Narasimha,
wrote the judglmen[

whe
said
government has a
ftional dury 1o en:
sure thar the purposs and
abject of a statwte is ac
complished while imple-
mentng ir. it has the addi-
uty

“Assessing the lmple-

concer: e warking of e is
the Maharashtra = Shum
Clea-

Fance and Redevelopments

and requested the
Chief justice of the Bombay

of & statute is an
fntegral part of the rule of
law. The pi F such
review is o ensure that 3
Law Is working ous in prac-
o the

wever, the court said, ma-

ny stasutory schemes and

procedures lie pridlocked

in bureaucratic or judicial
res that iy

pede or
ety their objectives. It i
in such cases that the court

can step in as a ~facilitator

experiences gained by the
and the court an the
weorking of the stamre, Is of
ve for direct-

ce audit

At BJP-RSS meeting on Haryana poll,
clarity sought on ticket for leaders’ kin

Nistula Hebbar
WEW DELHI

Office-bearers of the Bha-
rativa janata Party (SIP}

o give ticket to relatives of
BIP leaders.

Staunch stamd
The BIP and the RSS have
staunch stand

ceptions in_giving t
staring ma. the winnability

unique positien to assess
king of a statute._

rys_ns, the BIP is
l'mlng demands from a

Dhsrmendra Pradisn

number of leaders seeking
ticket for thelr relatives
Many of them are in a
stromg position in their 1o-
cal areas in an election that
is likely 1o be closely con-

‘According to senior par-

who is the party’s i

charge for the Haryana

sation) k. h.
“Marratives and organi-
sational dexteriny were dis-
cussed during the meating,
and how best to synergise

to the party and outside.” a
sendor party source said.

ing ticket for his daughter
Aratl Rae: MP Dharamveer,
who wants tickes either for
s brother ot son; Lidon

Minister Krishan Pal Gur-
Jar, e son. Devendra

Pal Chaudhary, is in the

aken confidence as
the organisation plays a
crucial role in managing

*s cadre and keep-
ing the morale high.

Centre plans stricter norms
for disability certificates;
activists fear fresh hurdles

NEW DELHI

In a bid o tghten the re-

sons with
(RPwWIY Act) of 2006
The proposed changes

Disabilities Act

145
accused of faking her dis-
ability certificate. smong

cach
lication should

card. The drafi smend-
propose that only
ctical sutharites be con.

the disability sector said
that these

REWD ACT, 2016 were pu-
blished by the Ministry of
Sockal Justice and Empo-
werment in The Gazette of
India as a draft and made

Pe:
Dsabilities in 30 days.

w. Muralidharan of the
Matlonal Plarform of the
Rlghts of the Disabled told
The Hirde, “These amend-
ments would not help cut
the corruption that leads

hin,

will not do

. Go-
mmmm sourCes e
Hipuds that this somtrower

sy was among the factors
considered

o
submiz proof of identity, a
photo not older than six
months, n Aasdhaar

=

mich oo tackle the menace
of fake disability certif

Th ents
the Rules gn-ue llglhg

plex and difhcult for e-
nuine applicants to obtain
their disal

bility
cerificates

added thar the co-
Lour-coding of Uniaue Dis-
ability
cards was
dant proposa

Court reserves order
on Puja Khedkar’s
anticipatory bail plea

EW DELHL

A Delhi court on Wedses-

from the UPSC, Ms. Khed-
eceitfully availed at-

India, China hold 30th round
of border talks; both agree
to uphold peace, tranquillity

ing which the discussion
was  “in-depth, construc-
tve and forward-looking-,
and both skdes agreed 1o

‘As per a communique

Kumar
House

judge  Devender
I a of Patiala

Court will pronounce the
order on Ms. Khedkar's

by th
I reapod

the
through established dipl
matic_and military chan-
nels, the Ministry of Exter-
nal (MEA) said
The talks come amid in-
dications that the two
countries are making ef-
forts to resolve the stand-

off along the Line of
Control (LAC)Y in eastern
Lada

eastern Ladakh. are

view to finding an early re-
solution of the outstanding
issues.  Resworation of
peace and tranguillity. and
respect for the LaC are an
essential basks for Testora-

Economic restrictions
Both sides agreed o
need to jolmtly uphold
peace and tranguillity on
e Sl m e Dorder

e the indian Army =t 5 miktary



Ex-Health Secretary

Preeti Sudan is new
UPSC Chairperson

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Former Union Health Se-
cretary Preeti Sudan was
appointed Chairperson of
the Union Public Service
Comumission (UPSC) after
Manoj Soni resigned from
the post earlier this month,
according to an official or-
der. She would take the
oath of office on Thursday.

Ms. Sudan, currently a
member of the UPSC, will
take charge on Thursday
and will have a tenure till
April 29, 2025 or till further
orders. She will turn 65 in
April next year.

Ms. Sudan is only the se-
cond woman to head the
UPSC since R.M. Bathew
served as the chairperson
from 1992 to 1996.

“The President has ap-
proved the appointment of
Preeti Sudan, Member,
UPSC under clause (1A) of
the Article 316 of the Con-
stitution for performing
the duties of Chairman,
UPSC with effect from Au-
gust 1, 2024, till further or-
ders or till April 29, 2025,
whichever is earlier,” a July
29 letter addressed by Ad-
ditional Secretary, Depart-

Preeti Sudan

ment of Personnel and
Training to Secretary,
UPSC said.

The same communica-
tion said that Mr. Soni sub-
mitted his resignation on
July 4 and the President
has accepted the same
with effect from July 31 un-
der Article 316(2) of the
Constitution.

A 1983-batch Indian Ad-
ministrative Service (IAS)
officer of the Andhra Pra-
desh cadre, Ms. Sudan has
served in various capaci-
ties, including as Union
Health Secretary for three
years till July 2020.

The Hindu reported on
July 19 that Mr. Soni re-
signed for “personal rea-
sons,” almost five years be-
fore his tenure ends in
2029.



New Chairperson (7T 3€Id8&T)Former Union Health Secretary Preeti
Sudan appointed as Chairperson of the Union Public Service Commission

(UPSC) (I8 el Tareed diad Mid el &l §9 oliieh {1 31T
(UPSC) o 3TEdeT & &7 H foigerd fohar arm).

She succeeds Manoj Soni, who resigned earlier this month (dg Hollol

AT & STE of9ll, [Segia 36 HEl &l T3 H SEANDT ¢ fear
21T).



e Tenure Details (®TITel &1 faawon)
* She will take the oath of office on Thursday (dg d[&d Pl UG hl A9Y ?IQEliI).
e Her tenure will last until April 29, 2025, or until further orders (3e1¢hl HTIhTT 29

31T, 2025 de& IT 33Tl 3GA dah gIam).




Second Woman Chairperson (E.:\‘Iff

ATEAT 3r€F8T)Ms. Sudan is the
second woman to head UPSC since

R.M. Bathew (Hifa Haol JTLUH.
T2y & §1g gl HAfgell &,

fSIeglal UPSC hr 31eTeTdr hr %)Q

R.M. Bathew served from 1992 to
1996 (3TL.TH. S12g o 1992 &

1996 sk HaT ).




* 1983-batch IAS officer from Andhra Pradesh cadre (1983 g &1 3-1T§'Q'Q'H 37T,
3TY 2l sl Served as Union Health Secretary for three years until July 2020
(Fﬁ?ralc»idcrwéiz‘%r&rwzwﬂﬁl‘q'éswﬁ a1 1, s 2020 ).




* President's Approval (TI'Vd'CIﬁ' C ) ﬁﬁlﬁ)The President approved her
appointment under clause (1A) of Article 316 of the Constitution

AUl & 3feledq 316 & WS (1V) & dgd TSEUld o 3olehl

P HA 4V).
. Re5|gnat|on of Manoj Soni (HelteT |l T )Manoj Soni
resigned on July 4 citing personal reasons ( TiT o 4 Gk_»llé

Pl ITFAINT PRI sqmlaﬁﬂsﬁ-ﬁwam



e Consider the following statements about the new UPSC Chairperson Preeti
Sudan:

1.Preeti Sudan is the first woman to head the UPSC.

2.She has served as the Union Health Secretary for three years until July 2020.
3.Her tenure as UPSC Chairperson will last until April 29, 2025.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a) 1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and 3
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Sport

7

Wiffen makes Irish histo;

with 800m

le gold

Daniel Wiffen become the ﬁm trishman to w)n

an Olympic swimm
he

when he powered hom:
frecstyle. The 23 year old hit
38,1 fifth fast

gold m Tu
s i the mens SOSM
wall in 7min

(7:38.75) and Halian Gregorio Paltrinieri (7:39.38).

€Y MNAAE

McKeown pips Smith to retain
100m backstroke crown

Australia’s Kaylee McKeown retained her
crown in the

Smith was
57.66. USA's Katharine Berkoff (57.95) took

bronze

G i
4x200m freestyle title

A British team anchored by Duncan Scott
stormed to victory in the men's Olympic 4x200m

freestyle relay Tuesday
Led off by James (.u-y
‘'om Dean and

"ﬂe
ott, with Te

to successfully defend its
rought home by
 Richard i the

middie legs, It touched in Grming 59 435ecs ahe
of the United States and Australia_

Sjostrom sprints to women's
100m freestvle gold

Sweden’s Sarah Sjostrom won the women's 100
mewres freestyle gold medal on

‘Wednesday. The
hoids the World record,

evergreen Sjost o
touched the wall in 52 16 seconds at La Defense
ahe:

Arena, 013 ses

American silver

medaliist Torri Huske. Siobhan Haughey took

bronze for Hong Kong.

Marchand claims men’s 200m
butterfly for a second gold

France's Leon Marchand won his second

gold
¢t che Paris Games with « brilllant final lap
t0 clinch the men's 200m

orid record

holder and defending champion lumnr Milak of
Hungary had led unul midway through the final

chand, who already has gold

GOING FOR GOLD

-~
Artistic Gymmastics: Wormen's All-Aronnd

Athletics: Men's and Wormen's 20km Walk

Canoe Statom: Men's Kayak Singie

Femcing: Women's Fok Team

Jude: Men's -100ke. Women's -Take

Rowing: Viomen's & Men's Double Sculls, Women's and

Men's Four

Swiling: Women's and Men's SKIf Medal race
Shoeting: Men's 5om Rifle 2 Positions

Swimming: Women's 200m Sutterfl
Stroke, Women's 200m Breaststnoke, Women's &2

tyte Relay

cm
*

m Sack
n Frees

y, Men's

Djokovic and Alcaraz

stay on COI.II'SC

Red hot! Djokovic made the Last eght for 2 record fourth time. GETTY MAGES

edals tabl
v

women's singles,
Wworld No.1 sw!alek pro-
gressed when

ecired mjumd in the fi-

Gaekwad, 71, passes away

19522024
NEW DELHI

Former India cricketer
Aunsh Gaekwa

kow:
going treatment for blood
gancer acthe s College
Hospital in London before
returning back to the coun-
try last month_

The BCCI gave 2 1 crore
for Gaekwad's treatment
il mnamlive oF tha 108
World Cup-winning t

also did ther bit to help
the cricketer.

Gaekw. has
played 205 Flrst

s in a career span-

also

ning 22 years.

He later took over as
coach of the Indian team.
His  glorious moments
came at Sharjah in 1998

A picture of steely calm

o iy
Tfchina [a]7 ]33 She will face China's
= [oewn |8 |3 [ |35 Zheng Qinwen, who ended
PRARIS 2024 Zjzms [sfsfafe oo dmmen o o | St
Tt TS  No-1and three-time Major
(@] v winner ber. C the fiercest
S |ormen |58 ]s | Four-time French Open | pace bowlers in their
Agence France-Presse pinner Swiatek racked up | prime. Aunshuman Gaek
TS srore [SSTSIn  herzsm wad was always a picture
[ alai[5i[35  the clay courts of Paris but | of stecly calm. Later as a
ovak Djokovic and 5 |waly zlclsls  cnly after being poleaxed | coach, the former India
Carlos Alcaraz over- 5 [cansas | 2 121317 bya opener was all grace, em-
cam g hu- T 1= oitins i ehe St ot gan)e cof | pathy L r with
midity on to = deci set. the lastmentioned artri-
stay on course for an Olym- d G ] L3 LS S B Swiatek next faces Aus- | bute 1
tralian Open

mman to reach four singles
quarterfinals at the G: 5.
The 37-year-old Djokov—
ic has only ever collected a
bronze at the Olympics., at
Beijing 16 years ago,
yous rarely unuhled by s
7Oth-ran

“rm soalung g
gsly” said Djokovic, who
won three of his 24
et St e o
ris’s famous red clay.
“It’s a very, very humid
day as it was vesterday. But
you have to accept and em-

Mens  4x200m
Sarah Sjcestroem (Swel: Wo-
men's 100m Freestyle

Leon Marchamd (Fra): Mens
200m Butterfiy

brace the conditions and
try to make the best out of
=

Dlakoike; whur; Tinct

ed past old rival Ra-

fael Nadal in the second
ound, goes on to face 1ith-
Stefanos Tsitsipas,

who got past Argentina’s

Sebastian Baez 7-5, 6-1.

Alcaraz brushed aside
Roman Safiullin, the Rus-
sian playing in Paris as a
neutral, 64, 6-2.

Up next for Alcaraz is
Tommy Paul, the Ameri-
can he defeated in the
‘Wimbledon quarterfinals.
Medvedev ousted
Russia’s Daniil Medvedev,

mifinals, was de-
feated 63, 7645 by Felix

GOLDIES

Alex Yee (GBr): Men's Tricthion
Cossundre Bessgrand. (Prajc

Jose Torres Gt (Arg):
Froestyfe Mon's Pork

Brax

China (Quan Homgchan
Chem vuasdl: Womens Symchro:
nised 20m Platform

Adrians Rusne Ofiva (Gua):
Women's frap

Li Na in 2008 to reach the
semifinals with a 67(4),
6-4, T-6(6) win over Kerber.

men's title at Seoul in 1988,
67th-ranked

gressed to the semifinals.

Methertands: Men's Quod Sants
Great Britain: Women's Quod.
Sculls

Barbara Matic (Crol: Judo o
men's Tokg

Lasha Bekauri (Geo):
menrs wnder 100kg
Sessica Fax (Aus): Wormen's co
Poe single

Judo

Shinmosuke Oka (Jpn):
nostics Men's Ak Arcund

Gy

However, in his batte
against cancer, Gaekwad,
Baroda's mainstay and one
of sunil L.av;sxar-s steady
opening c es, had to
play o naie, el
wad, aged 71, passed away

both a tribute to the way

loved and the en-

du'ring friendships  he
forged.

Another maestro must

closest
buddies. In his prime, the
bespectacled  Gaekw;
was an immovable ob)eq:l
t the fastest of bow-
lers, including Michael

His 1985 Test runs from

asainst Pakistan at Jaland-
harin 1

His 8] agalns: the West
Indies at Kingston's Sabina

Resolute: Gackwad, in his prime, was an &m

Park during the 1976 tour,
the stuff of legend, and &
s innings that Holding,
Gaekwad’s then tormen-
tor, remembers.
Forced to retire hurt fol-
lowing a gruesome Injury,
the opener was resigned to
seeing india lose to the Ca-
ribbean men in a Test
marred by blood spilled on
the turf. This was a new-
“body and more vi-
clous in its inten
Having plzyed LA
for more than ecade,
Sowad condnued as a
First Class cricketer till the

coaching, selection and ad-
ministration. Soft-spoken

2gainst the fastest of bowlers. THE HINGDA ARCINES

and with an easy smile, he

relished their evenings of
nostalgia and banter o
him.

Recently Kapil released

a video, imploring Gaek-

wad to fight back like he al-

ways had done. By the time
-oncl

unpa:t o all tost T e

‘with in a storted ca-
reer. India has lost a fine
cricketer, and for all those
he played with and
coached, this loss is perso-
nal

Franchise owners divided over the mega auction

neUMBAL

The annual meetng bet-
ween the Board of Control
for Crickes in India (BCCH
officials and the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) franchi-
see on Wednesday was ex-
pected to exchange views

ver retentions, use of
Fight to match cards, aue-
tion purse and the impact
player rule.

However, the meeting
took an_interesting turn
when ar least two franchi-
sees sought doing away
with the mega auction, or
at least postponing it by 3
year. The Hindu unde:
>(:v.nds three

whers were at the
front of having a Sematier
auction — opti-
mum player retentions —

Differing views: While SRH cwner Kavya preferred to not have the.
BCC secretary oy Shah termed the meeting 3 “constructive dalogue™

rather than forcing a major
makeover in all the squads.

“We do not want the
mega auction this r —
we would prefer a mini-

and takes quite
time and investment for

the younser players to ma-

ml»d
the “For exam-

suction, DC's Jindst was for it
AL YOS

such examples in other
teams t00.”
The suggesn
to_most in the
enclosure and 1ed to & pro-
longed debate between
two team owners. “I was
(with the de-

came as

agree that there are many

bate). Some didn’t want big

stating_ there
ol b only eraser s
tions” Parth Jindal, the
Delhi Capitals co-owner,
said.

“f am not in that camp,
as it (mega auction) evens
out the playing field. It
makes the 1PL

lating the 1PL, player regu-
- Shah

]lndal hoped that the
BCCI will finalise the

it makes the IPL what & Is.
It makes it comperitive.
ing to the meeting

as a_“constructive dia- 1t is understood that the
logue”, BOCI secretary Jay  house was divided over the
Shah said the owners’ feed- number of retentions.
back will be From no to 10,
while finalising  player varied. Stmi-
regul larly, the enclosure was di-

central merchandising, 1i-

gaming. The
BOCH will now take ihese
recomme ns to the
1P rning Council for
ariher Gelberaion  and
evaluation before formu-

have right to match cards.
The auction purse may be
increased from the existing

Rs. 100 crore to Rs. 125
crore.
The franchisees also
sought r-
as players' availability
while building the squad
for the next full cycle.
¢ anx




Gaekwad, 71, passes away

1952-2024

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Former India cricketer
Aunshuman Gaekwad
passed away on Wednes-
day after a long battle with
cancer. He was 71.

Gaekwad played 40
Tests and 15 ODIs for India.

He was also the coach of
the Indian team that fin-
ished runner-up at the
2000 ICC Champions Tro-
phy. Gaekwad was under-
going treatment for blood
cancer at the King's College
Hospital in London before
returning back to the coun-
try last month.

The BCCI gave X 1 crore
for Gaekwad’s treatment
and members of the 1983
World Cup-winning team
also did their bit to help
the cricketer.

Gaekwad has also
played 205 First Class
matches in a career span-

Aunshuman Gaekwad’s career in numbers

M |Inns |Runs |HS [Avg |100s/50s

Tests 40 |70 |1,985|201 |30.07 [2/10

ODIs 15 |14 269 |78* |20.69 |0/1
ning 22 years. and in a Test match at Fero-
He later took over as zeshah Kotla when Anil
coach of the Indian team.  Kumble took all 10 wickets
His glorious moments in an innings against Pakis-

came at Sharjah in 1998 tanin 1999.
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N E WS

4% in June, mainly due to a
oo in the grometh of five
>f sight industries Suring the
nenth, sccording to official data

IT FIRM COUNTERS EVASION NOTICE

T32,400-

shocker

PRIVANSH VERMA
New Dethi, July 33

THE DIRECTORATE GENERAL of GST Intelli
gence (GG has slapped a tax notice of 2.
gering T32.403 crore on informatson tech
nology giant ey i it 5 scen as one of

. reports
iyansh Verma. meaoes

BUDGET INITIATIVES
TO BOOST GROWTH
B EMPLOYMENT: FM

>n Wednesday, reports fe
sureau. meace 2

BCCI TO NCLAT:
SETTLED DUES
WITH BYJU'S

E BOCT HAS INFORMED

the National Company

GST. e

The tax Hability i
payment of integrated GST(GST) on import
of by the - B

branches for the period between July, 2017

and 202122 In the notice. the GST probe

wing has reverse charge

wrhere the recipient of goods/ e ]

ility for

Tt o€ the sofier ~To lm])l:mcnl the on

site project related work, the company has set

up branch offices cutside India for the pur-

pose of carrying out business. ln view of
Explanation 1 of Section S of

branch offices shall be treated as {establis

ments) in such foreign countries. Hence, the
company and overseas branches would be
Aot e W Parmoiih?
document. seen by £

ok enchange filings late Wednesday,

according to a

TThe company beficves that s pes segula

Tribunal
(NCUATS that it has iy e T s e e e e Lt 5

cached a setx! & with number 210/4/2024 dated June 26, 2024)

sclach firm Byjics copaecling thia - Meeseetliy the Cesteal Bosel OF Inddiocct Tacs

=pdoymment of mces thin €X and G the ofthe S

srore in dues related t
iponsorship rights, reports

Anees Hussain. WeAcE

INDIAN STOCKS
RACE AHEAD OF
ASIAN PEERS

INDIAN STOCKS
STRETCHED their
> local shares while cutting
posure to regional equities,
eports Bloomberg. MraAcE &

RESULTS CORNER

Maruti Suzuki's Q1 net
profit soars 47% caces

Mahindra & Mahindra's
net falls 5% races

Tata Steel net

Jumps 75% race s
Bank of Baroda Q1 PAT
rises 10% racss

cr GST

CLAIM & COUNTERCLAIM

= its notice to Infosys, the GST probe wi
has nvoked reverse charge mechanism

mThe company
says it has paid
allits GST Sues
and is fully in

reguiations

GSTCouncil,

branches to Indian cntity are not subject to
GST st added The fasmed that “GST
payments are eligible for credit or refund

“Infosys has pasd all sts GSTdus
central and state rogria
tions on this matter™

on Page 7

Q1 growth may take a hit
as public capex plunges

PRASANTA SAHU & PRIVANSH VERMA
New Dethi, July 331

THE CAPITAL EXPENDITURE by the Centre

1 basis, indicating challenges
ahead to meet their respective targets for
F¥25. The decline, primarily caused by the

the economic graw(]l inQ1 mxxung i xq;nl(—
icantly below the Reserve Bank of India’s st
mate of 7.39%.

Given that the Centre’s pol

¥y of public

tion and full Budgrt presentation have been
completed. anatysts
e Firet queartce of FY2 5, the Centre's
capex Secilaed to €181 tritllon compe
with T2 78 trillion in the year-ago persod.
In the month of June, the Centre's capex
fell by 2 massive 66% on year to T37.426

TOPINVESTORS
- corvae  mm Qasvas

fadways

= os
[ L

7011
B 7 .>s7
[ EECS
| EX g

e

onGe

rPCL

crore compared with T1_1 trillion in Junc
11

2023 The Centre's capex target s T11.11 tr3l-
lion for FY25 compared with T9.49 trillion
invested in FY 24, up 179 on year.

Continued on Page 7

BBNow starts delivering the goods

| SHANTH)
;enganum Suty 31

QUICK AND CONVENIENT

MIGBASKET WAS A latecomer in quick

t to go up t

Parckh told FE he expects BENow to

= At present,
BBNow has
dark
stores
in 35 cities_itplans
o 100 more
such stores this year
—

s periabile by Bt 202, wiile i bny

wrn would see the entire business portfo
Toof Bigbasket ‘turning profitable. The
that allsts are

S RN e R et i il it

t present, BENow has 400 dark stores
in 35 Crtien Tt plans to add 100 mare sach
stores this year. Plans are also to expand to

VISUL PAREKH, CO-FOUNDER &
CHIEF MARKE TING OFFICE:
SIGaASKET

Q-COMMERCE IS
GROWING FASTER
(THAN SLOTTED
BUSINESS), AS
CONSUMERS

ARE READY TO

PAY A SMALL PRICE
FORTHE

CONVENENCE
THAT THEY
GET

which =
also growing We have a pan-natsonal sup-
ply chain network,” he said.

king about expansion beyond Tier 1,
Parckh =aid,~In the top 30 Ties 2 markets,
there 52 3 market for quick commerce. They

srofitable barring BBNow. 5-10 cities next year — within the cities
. s ;i where Big &

i = while BBNow i - ~Both slotted busi and quick
rational mangin posstive - BENow is contri s are _Butq
national win posstrve This o ing
7= all operating costs but does not cover e wy b Py st eice foe the comve:

We nsence thatt see, just like in the food

[— it prs by March
10257 kb s3id. While be did not share

delivery space,” Parekh added.

e also =aid that BENow has an edge
ower other playess in the segment ~We are
present in close to 300 cities for slotted

BENow will become more important than

slotted defverics. But. boyond that in Tier 2
- O

ek e pa- oL

Continued on Page 7

Toyota enters Maharashtra
with 20,000-crore EV plant

GEETA NAIR
Pune, July 31

TOYOTAKIRLOSKAR MOTOR(TEM) has
with the

T gmvrnn’wnl e e

and hybrid cars in the state 2t an sovest

ment of T20,000 crore.

This is the largest investment by an
automotive pany in the state
Hyundas Motor India had signed an Mol
with the state governmment in fanuary this
year at an investment of T6.000 crore at
the crstwhile General Motors plant in
Talegaon. Mercedes e T

B plans *3.000
its expansion plans in the state. E2W
makes Ather Encrgy is investing 2,000

DEVENDRA FADNMAVIS,
DEPUTY CM, MAMARASHTRA

=
COMPETITION WAS TOUGH AS
THE COMPANY HAD
OFFERS FROM
SEVERAL STATES.
NEGOTIATIONS e
WENTONFOR SIX | o
MONTHS. WE MADE - x

THEM AN OFFER \‘
THEY COULD
NOT REFUSE

2 combine installed capacity of 342,000
- Th f

Mabarashtra deputy chicf minister

et the e R SoMT Loosa T T /0D
crore and set up a plant in Chh.‘lr.‘wn
skt M s B OO0 Heet
12,0004 job= and dvery big vendos
systemn will also be set up here” he =

T ool e btk & wibegt verdor
ost the

£midt Thia will e ans calecs snegn poofecs
pread over S50 acres at the Aurangabad
Trachumtrial Coty, witich is 3 greenfickt smarc
industrial city and is part of the Delhi-
Mtsmine: Inciatrial Coresdon (DMIC).
“The competition was tough as the
company tad several offers fromn othes

t up its third

plant in the state to ic
two-wl r=and battery packs.

ta has two car manufacturing
plantsin India both in Kamataka, baving

The funding winter for India’s startups

doesn't seem to be
India's startups re

Investors have

over. Investments into
main subdued with July

seeing the smallest inflows in seven months.
turned cautious and are now

in At I be higher than the
year-to-date investment dane by Toyota
in India which is T16,000 crore since its
debust 25 yeams ago.

"= Total funding
{$ Sillior)

079 0.75 g 44

increasingly focused on profitability.

ot were going on for six

e :hq could not refuse” he said.

Continved on Page 7

Funding for startups at seven-month low
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Boeing names Kelly Ortberg as CEO

Embattled company
posts bigger loss
of $1.4 billion in Q2

ABHUJITH GANAPAVARAM &
ALLISON LAMPERT
July 31

BOEING ON WEDNESDAY
named aerospace industryvet-
eran Kelly Ortberg as its Presi-
dent and CEO after a months-
long search, tasking the former
Rockwell Collins executive
with the monumental job of
turning around the struggling
planemaker.

Ortberg, 64, faces a multi-
tude of issues, including reviv-
ingjet production and rebuild-
ing trust with regulators, the
industryand the public. Hewill
start on August 8.

Theappointmentlifted the
shares of the planemaker 1.4%
in early trading even as it
posted abiggerloss of $1.4 bil-
lion in the second quarter due

to struggles at its defense and
space business.

One of the two global plane-
makers,Boeing hasbeen mired
inareputationaland safety cri-
sis after a January 5 mid-air
cabin panel blowout on an
Alaska Airlines-operated MAX
9jet carrying 171 passengers.

That led to an executive
reshuffle in which CEO Dave
Calhoun decided to step down
bythe end of theyearand board
chair Larry Kellner said he
would not stand forre-election.

Calhoun will be a special
advisor to the board until
March 2025, Boeing chair
Steve Mollenkopf said.

Shortly after the January
accident, the US Federal Avi-
ation Administration (FAA)
barred Boeing from raising
the production of its cash-
cow 737 MAX family of
jets above 38 a month,

Kelly Ortberg,
President and CEO,
Boeing

without estimating how long
the limitation will Iast.
However, Boeing has been
makingaircraft below thatlevel
during someweeks to plug qual-
ity gaps,Reuters has reported.
During the second quarter,
Boeing delivered a total of 92
aircraft,down 329% from last
year.It postedalossof $2.33 a

share, as its troubled defense
and space business exacer-
bated the financial strain on
the company.

The Defense, Space and
Security unit, one of Boeing’s
three main businesses,haslost
billions of dollars in 2023 and
2022,which executives attrib-
uted to cost overruns on fixed-
price contracts.

Such contracts have high
marginsbut leave defense con-
tractors vulnerable to infla-
tionary pressures that have
dented US corporate earnings
in the last fewyears.

Amechanical engineer, Ort-
berghasputmorethan 30years
in aerospace and defense,
including numerous execu-
tive roles.

After five years lead-
ing Rockwell Collins, he
steered the company’s
integration with

United Technologies
and RTX wuntil his
retirement from RTX
in2021. REUTERS



* Kelly Ortberg Named CEO of Boeing (el AHeaar Hl Eﬂ%ﬂ C |
A3t forgera frar aram)

* Appointment (ﬁl‘{lgﬁ-‘cl')

* Aerospace industry veteran Kelly Ortberg named President and CEO of

Boeing (TIITIY 3N & SIS ahell JTCHI PI ST T 3ETET
3R A3 fgerd fhar arm).

* He will start on August 8 (d8 8 3T9TEd I UGHR UGUT Fhid).




* Key Issues (ﬂ'&'-l' H'c'\?\')l\/lultltude of issues including rebuilding trust
with regglators the mdustry, and the public (ialaaz Eazilal 3R
AT ALTTT T et TR FS HeL).

o) S




* Previous Incidents (ﬁﬁ‘eﬂ' EIE?ITQ“")

* January 5 mid-air cabin panel blowout on an Alaska Airlines-operated MAX 9
jet (5 STeTaRT hl' TelEhl TIRATSH SdRT Hdlleld MAX 9 Sic IX HET-
gdlg ohidel Yelol T TcaI).

* FAA barred Boeing from raising the production of 737 MAX family of jets
above 38 a month (THhUT o1 dISd] I 737 MAXSIC o 3cdiGel shl 38
gfad A8 @ 3R 3o & gfasfaa I feam).




Outgoing CEO (J¥ATT Flal dTel ?ﬂ%’Bﬁ)CEO Dave
Calhoun to step down by the end of the year (Fﬁé}ﬁ 3g
Flegld 39 Ilel & 3d deh Ug DI ¢al).

Larry Kellner, board chair, will not stand for re-election (ﬁff

dheol{, SIS HEYeT, U I & foIv @ AT glan).




* Role of Calhoun (FTegleT T ﬂ;ﬁﬂﬂ)Will serve as a special advisor
to the board until March 2025 (AT 2025 de 18 & 99w
TP & ® H {AT ¢al).




Second Quarter Loss (@ff IGLIEEC W)Boeing posted a
bigger loss of $1.4 billion in Q2 (EI’I?;:?T d Q2H $1.4 fofergeT &1

ST SJhdleT ol feha).

Delivered a total of 92 aircraft, down 32% from last year (iﬂ 92

faaAeT faaRa fou, [Owel Arer &1 o=t & 32% F4).




Experience (37e] Ad)

e Mechanical engineer with more than 30 years in aerospace and defense

(TIRIEIH 3R T & 30 @ 31T aul I 3He7e7q).

Previous Roles (&l ﬂﬁﬂﬁ")

e Led Rockwell Collins and steered the company’s integration with United

Technologies and RTX (Thadl HiTled o:ICLCd forar 3R 2I§-IT$'3’§
CFTeTeT 3R 3RETFT & T HUaT & ThianuT T AT fohar).




* Consider the following statements about Kelly Ortberg, the newly
appointed CEO of Boeing:

1.Kelly Ortberg will start his role as CEO of Boeing on August 8.

2.Boeing's CEO Dave Calhoun will continue to serve as CEO until March 2025.
3.Boeing posted a second-quarter loss of $1.4 billion, delivering 92 aircraft.
 Which of the above statements is/are correct?

* a)1and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2,and 3






e Sardar Udham Singh, who was hanged
on 31st July 1940, in London, remains
a symbol of India’s unwavering resolve
to seek justice for the Jallianwala
Bagh massacre.

* Born on 28th December 1899, in
Sunam, Punjab, Singh exposure to
Sikhism and revolutionary activities,

including the Komagata Maru incident
and the Ghadar Party's uprising,
shaped his anti-colonial stance.



 Singh was deeply affected by the Jallianwala Bagh massacre,
1919, where British troops killed hundreds of unarmed Indians.

 Singh vowed to avenge the massacre by killing Michael
O'Dwyer, the then Lieutenant Governor of Punjab, who
had ordered the massacre.



* In 1924, Udham Singh joined the Ghadar Party to overthrow
colonial rule. In 1927, he was arrested for illegal possession of
firearms and sentenced to five years in prison.

* In 1940, Singh successfully assassinated Michael O'Dwyer during a
meeting at Caxton Hall in London. The act was a dramatic statement
against British rule.



 Singh was tried and sentenced
to death and was hanged on
31st July 1940, in Pentonville
Prison, London.

* A district in Uttarakhand, Udham
Singh Nagar, was named after
himin 1995 as a tribute.
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Chandipura Virus
(CHPV)




* The Ministry of Health reviewed the situation in Gujarat, Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh after the States reported cases of Chandipura
virus and Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES).

 About

* Chandipura Virus (CHPV): It is a member of the Rhabdoviridae
family known to cause sporadic cases and outbreaks in western,
central, and southern parts of the Country, especially during the
monsoon season.



* It is transmitted by vectors such as sand flies and ticks and it affects
mostly children under 15 years of age

* It can be present with a febrile illness that may in some cases result in
death.

* There is currently no specific antiviral treatment or vaccine for the
Chandipura virus. Early diagnosis and supportive treatment are
crucial.



* Acute Encephalitis Syndrome
(AES): It is a group of clinically
similar neurologic manifestations
caused by several different viruses,
bacteria, fungus, parasites,
spirochetes, chemical/ toxins, etc.

* The known viral causes of AES
include JE, Dengue, HSV, CHPV, West

h .




E-SeHAT



* The Ex-Servicemen Contributory Health Scheme (ECHS) has launched
the Electronic Services e-Health Assistance and Tele-consultation (E-
SeHAT) module.

 About

* The E-SeHAT Tele-consultancy would enable ECHS beneficiaries in obtaining
online Tele-consultation for medical treatment from their homes without visiting
the ECHS Polyclinic.

* The module aims to provide health care services through safe and structured
video based clinical consultations.



Liquidity Coverage
Ratio (LCR)




* Recently, the RBI proposed new norms that tighten the Liquidity
Coverage Ratio (LCR), a critical metric for banks.

* Understanding the LCR and Proposed Changes

* It measures a bank’s ability to meet short-term liquidity needs during
a crisis. It mandates that banks hold a certain percentage of High-
quality Liquid Assets (HQLA) relative to their short-term liabilities.



In the fourth quarter of FY24,
the LCR stood at 130%.

However, the proposed changes

113% to 116% once
implemented, likely from April
1, 2025.

would reduce this to a range of

/

If successful, that could prevent
the crisis from spreading and
causing greater economic harm.

J




Short-Term Impact: Credit
Growth and NIM

Credit Growth: The
immediate effect of tighter
LCR norms could be a
short-term slowdown in
credit growth.

e Banks may need to be more cautious in extending credit,
given the need to maintain higher liquidity buffers.

e Borrowers might experience a slightly tighter lending
environment.




* Net Interest Margins (NIM): NIM, which represents the difference
between interest earned on loans and interest paid on deposits, could
also take a hit.

* Banks may face pressure to maintain profitability while complying with the
new norms. Reduced lending opportunities and the need to hold more liquid
assets could squeeze NIM.



World’s first thorium molten salt
nuclear power station



-
V4 <\
* China plans to start building the
world’s first molten salt reactor \

power station next year in the Gobi
Desert.

 About

* The Thorium Reactor is scheduled
to be completed in 2029,
generating heat at a maximum
power of 60 megawatts.




* Currently, the only operating thorium reactor on Earth is located in
the Gobi Desert.

* This experimental reactor can only produce 2 MW of thermal power and
does not generate electricity.

* Applications: The reactors have some potential military applications
due to their compact structure and safety, such as powering naval
ships, submarines and even aircraft.



|
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» The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has
recently approved the PM-PRANAM scheme.

- PM-PRANAM- PM Programme for Restoration,
Awareness Generation, Nourishment, and Amelioration
of Mother-Earth.

« Aim- It aims to protect the environment by encouraging
the sustainable use of fertilizers, adopting alternative
fertilizers, and promoting organic and natural farming.



- Nodal agency- Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers.
- Background- It was launched in Union Budget 2023-24.

- Coverage- All States/UTs are covered under the PM-
PRANAM.

- Funding- The scheme will not have a separate budget
and will be financed by the savings of existing fertilizer
subsidy.



. Benefits- If a State/UT reduces its chemical fertilizer
consumption (Urea, DAP, NPK, MOP) in a financial year
compared to the previous three years' average, 50% of
the saved subsidy will be granted to that State/UT.

« 70% of the grant provided under the scheme can be used for
asset creation related to technological adoption of alternate
fertilisers and alternate fertiliser production units.

* 30% grant money can be used for incentivizing farmers, panchayats,
farmer producer organizations, self-help groups, etc.



Word of the day

Debris:
the remains of something that has been

destroyed or broken up; loose material
(stone fragments and silt etc.) that is worn away
from rocks

Synonyms: junk, detritus, dust, rubble

Usage: the victims were hit by debris from
shattered windows.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/debrispro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /debii/, /derbuis
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guys.
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