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WAYAMAD LANDSLIDE

Rahul Gandhi calls for
national disaster tag

STATES » PAGE 3

Women lead "-b
Fhe way

in organ
donation

STATES » PAGE 3
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TAKING CHARGE
Uddhav hints at

being CM face of MVA

STATES » PAGE2

HMASIMA'S FALL FROM GRACE

She paid the price for

losing mass connect

EDITORIAL » PAGE

mMEDAL HOPE
India to clash with
Spain for bronze
SPORT » PAGE 17
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T.N. Cong. leader
held for murder
of State BSP chief

CHENNAL
~.

Semej Parey (msP) teacer I

trong The BSP leader was
rrrdered by = gang on Sdty 5
in Perambur. » PAGE 2

Extra 100 gm crushes Vinesh’s Olympic dreams

Weight inches past limit ahead of the women’s
50-kg finals against U.S’s Sarah Ann Hildebrandt

PARIS

n the cusp of glory.
yrestler  Vinesh

ogat's campaign

e hira Olympics end-
the wrestler, who

Championships
=

NEW DELY
A Supreme Court Bench
scheduled for August 28 3
series of petitions seeking 3
review of 3 July 2022 judgrment
of the apex court, which gave
unbridied powers to the ED
under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act. » PAGE 4

LS passes Finance
Bill, amends LTCG
tax provision

~NEW DELH)

The Finance B, 2024 was
passed in the Lok Sabha ca
Wedne:

amendment relaxing 2
proposal for the long-term
capital gains tax o real estate
It allows tax payers an option
o switch to 2 new lower tax
rate. » PAGE &

CJ¥-led Bench
expunges HC
Jjudge’s remarks
~NEW D

Evr
A Supreme Court Bench led by
Chief Justice of Indis DY.

s e remarks mad
2 High Court judge challenging
the Supreme Court’s pasition
2t the top of the judicial
ierarchy. » PAGE &

Iran executes 29
more a day after
hanging protester

razmis
iran on Wednesday hanged at

and a prominent face of
the wrestlers” protest
against alleged sexual ha-
rassment by former Wres-
ding Federation of Indi:

CWFD chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, Vinesh, who
maintains a body welght of
around 57ke, had dropped

5okg for the Olym-
anaged

weight was up by 1 kg. We
and her pei support
staff worked to cut it down.

proa
Wrestling, the

Massive heartbreal

verning body for the sport,
but could not get any
exempeion.

According to UWW's Ar-
ticle 11 on welgh-in, “For all
competitions, the weigh-in
is organized each morming
of the concerned weight-

WFI, 10A approach wrestling’s international
governing body but fail to secure an exemption

"% 2,
OA chief PT. Usha with Vinesh Phogat after her

category... If an athlete

does not attend or fail the

wetgh-in (the first or the se-

cond weigh-in), he will be
3

moves

Vinesh
CAS against
d Lifi

Cuban Yusneylis Gusman Lopes, who lost to her
in the semifinals, to take her place in the finals

elimination, Cuban Yus-
neylis Guzman Lﬂp‘m who
had lost to the Indian in the

her Gqualification from the
Sokg category Olympic finsts in
the Court cf Arbitraticn

Sports, demanding that she be.

Lalovic underlined the

rules.
“We have to respect the

fules. Lam 2o 2ad abooe

of the P
tion and ranked last, with-
out rank.”

UWW president Nenad

L M.
Lalovic told presspersons.

rules are rules”

Another athlete, Italian
Emanuela Liuzzi had to
forfeit her bout after being
overweight in the same
weight  category on
Tuesday.

As a result of Vinesh's

Tyl
ic inside the Games Village,

Even as country,
fighting to match its pre-
vious

tacular fashion before get-
ting past Ukraine's Oksana
Livach and Yusnelis to be-
come the first Indian wo-
man wrestler to reach the
Olympics final before her
disqualification.

RELATED REPORT:
PAGES 5 & 16

Yunus to take oath today; BNP calls
for urgent polls, transfer of power

DHAKA

An interim government
headed by Nobel Laureate
Muhammad Yunus  will

violation of the labour kaw.

Bangladesh Natio:

alist Party (BNP), the maln
Opposition  party

former Prime Mlnisler

Sheikh Hasina was in pow-

er, held a rally here, \N'hzre

chief General Waker Lx Za
man said at a press confe-
vednesday.

il ar-

across the country.
Addressing the rally vir-
from

students who took the lead

Th ur
Tribunal on We
overturned a six-month jail
sentence awarded to him
in a case filed over alleged

elected representatives.”
he said.

BNP secretary general
Mirza Fakhrul Islam

who joined the rally vir-
fually, thanked the people
for their “fight

prayers® and called o
“love and peace™ to rebuild
the  country, instead of

f suppert: BNP activists gathering near a paster of party chasperson Khaleda Zia, during a rally in Dhaka on Wednesday. A

“destruction and revenge"_
“Youth are our mmmA
We need to bulld a dem,
ngiadesh newly to
RHG1 thels' dream, and for
which they shed their
blood. " sald Ms. Zia.

Unrest remains

The situation in the coun-

try is yet to normalise. Van-
and persist-

ed in some areas. with

security forces struggling

1o stabilise the unrest. Key

tioning of the Bangladesh
Secretariat.

Many officials and em-
ployees affiliated to the
Awami League have been

dinates withowt gusdance.
This has led to a break-
down in the chain of
command.

The capital city of Dha-
ka continued to see rallies
by different  political
groups.

Mahinda’s son Namal
to contest Sri Lankan
presidential elections

coLomuo

son of former President

Mahinda Rajapaksa, as its
candidate for the Septem.
ber presidental pol

s
e move follows a splic
in the Sri Lanka Podujana
una (SLPP or Peo-
ple’s Frony. after many of
egislators  recently

eral elections, when the
President Gotabaya Raja-
paksa-led rnment se-
cured two-thirds of the
seats. After Mr. Gotabaya
was forced to resign at the
helgh( ofsn Lanka's crush-
ing crisis_in
202 its MPe have backed
Mr.

Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (MCCD on
Wednesday

deep concern over the de-
teriorating law and order
situation in the country.
MCCH president Kamran T
Rahman said. “If such 3 sit-
uvation trade.

Erik: Tia TR !hlough a
The SLPPS choice came

Namal Rajapaksa

leadership is about being
there at challe: times.~
the 38-year-old parliamen-
tarian told The Hindu.
Asked if the move was
aimed at consolidating
support within the
after it split recently. he
said political actors jump-
ing ships was not uncom-
mon. “We faced it even
when President [Maithri-
la) Sirisena Jeft us ahead
of the 2015 polis™

day Morning. Gelding Mr.
“good my

But it may arrest any furth-
er erosion of their party

business, and investment
will have a huge negative
effect. This will also create
hindrances  w  job
creation.”

Business leaders across

geting industrial and com-
mercial establishments.

camp for some years now,
awaiting an _opportune
his presi-

looking to rebuild itself.”
she told The Hindu.
Meacwhile, M Wickre-

time to launch

dential Howev-
er, the party knows its
chances are in the
coming election, after be-

Shahabuddin asked the
police to become stricter in
th

e situa-
ton and looting in the

RELATED REPORTS
* PAGES 5 & 14

legislator a
Sports Minister, described
his candidacy as a “last mi-
nute” decision. “The

needs me at this time, and

date to ccnnnue rigpes o-
vernmen

Science award
for ISRO team,
IISC’s ex-chief
Padmanabhan
Jacob Koshy

NEW DELMI

The Union government has
announced the first set of

awaras. sla be given
23, National
>pa¢.e Day & mark Chan-

the IISC, G. Padmanabhan,

drayaans team.
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»PAGE S

Bill proposes
to strip away
the powers of
Wagf Board

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

With the Bill to amend the
Wagf.

declare a property as its
own.

The Bill proposes the in-
clusion of women and non-
Muslim members on the

ing under the impact of | Board, and inserts a new
painful austerity mea- | Section to prevent the
sures. ofa
Sajith Premadasa and | property as “Waqf~. The
Leader intro-
National People’s Power | duces the District Collector
@PP) aliance Amama Kum- |- as an arbiter to decide ifa
ara Di property Is a Waqf.

anayal
Gther prominent conten.
ders vying for the top of-
fice.

FULL REPORT
AGE 4




Extra 100 gm crushes Vinesh’s Olympic dreams

Weight inches past limit ahead of the women’s
50-kg finals against U.S.’s Sarah Ann Hildebrandt

Y.B. Sarangi
PARIS

n the cusp of glory,

wrestler  Vinesh

Phogat’s campaign
in her third Olympics end-
ed as the wrestler, who
stunned Japan’s World and
Olympic champion Yui Su-
saki on her way to the wo-
men’s 50-kg final, was dis-
qualified after weighing
100 grams more than the
permissible limit in the
morning weigh-in ahead of
the final, on Wednesday.

A two-time World Wres-
tling Championships
bronze medallist in 53kg
and a prominent face of
the wrestlers’ protest
against alleged sexual ha-
rassment by former Wres-
tling Federation of India
(WFI) chief Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh, Vinesh, who
maintains a body weight of
around 57kg, had dropped

down to 50kg for the Olym-
pics. She managed to cut
down her weight to the li-
mit on day one of the com-
petition but struggled to do
so prior to her final against
the U.S’s Sarah Ann Hilde-
brandt. “Last night her
weight was up by 1 kg. We
and her personal support
staff worked to cut it down.
In the morning, she went
to the sauna and gym. Un-
fortunately, her weight was
slightly above the limit,”
chief coach of the Indian
women’s team Virender
Dahiya said. She even had
a haircut to reduce weight.
Chef-de-mission Gagan
Narang, Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) chief P.T.
Usha and the head of In-
dia’s medical commission,
Dinshaw Pardiwala, were
present to help Vinesh.
The WFI and the IOA ap-
proached the United World
Wrestling, the world go-

Massive heartbreak: |0A chief PT. Usha with Vinesh Phogat aft

verning body for the sport,
but could not get any
exemption.

According to UWW’s Ar-
ticle 11 on weigh-in, “For all
competitions, the weigh-in
is organized each morning
of the concerned weight-

WFTI, I0A approach wrestling’s international
governing body but fail to secure an exemption

o Lo

category... If an athlete
does not attend or fail the
weigh-in (the first or the se-
cond weigh-in), he will be
eliminated of the competi-
tion and ranked last, with-
out rank.”

UWW president Nenad

er her disqualification on Wednesday.pTi

Lalovic underlined the
rules.

“We have to respect the
rules. I am so sad about
what happened to her, Mr.
Lalovic told presspersons.
“She was overweight, even
by a small margin. But

Vinesh moves

CAS against
disqualification

PARIS

Wrestler Vinesh Phogat on
Wednesday appealed against
her disqualification from the
50kg category Olympic finals in
the Court of Arbitration for
Sports, demanding that she be
awarded a joint silver medal.
The matter will be taken up on
Thursday. An ad hoc division of
the CAS has been set up here
for resolution by arbitration of
any disputes arising during the
Olympic Games. el

rules are rules.”

Another athlete, Italian
Emanuela Liuzzi had to
forfeit her bout after being
overweight in the same
weight  category on
Tuesday.

As a result of Vinesh’s

Cuban Yusneylis Gusman Lopes, who lost to her
in the semifinals, to take her place in the finals

elimination, Cuban Yus-
neylis Guzman Lopez, who
had lost to the Indian in the
semifinals, became eligible
to compete in the final. It is
learnt that Vinesh, who
had some weakness due to
the drastic weight cut and
was treated at the polyclin-
ic inside the Games Village,
is fine.

Even as the country,
fighting to match its pre-
vious edition’s tally of se-
ven medals, was deprived
of a medal, Vinesh would
be proud of her effort. She
punched above her weight
to take down Yui in spec-
tacular fashion before get-
ting past Ukraine’s Oksana
Livach and Yusnelis to be-
come the first Indian wo-
man wrestler to reach the
Olympics final before her
disqualification.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGES 5 & 16



NN\ V) \gﬂ’m

Vinesh Phogat was disqualified from the women's 50kg wrestling final at the
Olympics for weighing 100 grams over the permissible limit during the
morning weigh-in on the day of the final.




* Achievements Prior to Disqualification:

* Vinesh had a successful campaign, defeating Japan's World and
Olympic champion Yui Susaki and reaching the finals.

* She is a two-time World Wrestling Championships bronze medallist
and a prominent face of the wrestlers' protest against alleged sexual
harassment by former Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) chief Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh.



Efforts to Make Weight:

Vinesh's initial body weight was around 57kg. She managed to bring it down to
50kg for the Olympics but struggled to maintain it.

On the night before the final, her weight was up by 1 kg. Despite efforts,
including a sauna session and gym workout in the morning, she was slightly
above the limit




e Support and Appeals:

 Indian Olympic Association (I0OA) officials and the head of India’s medical commission
assisted Vinesh.

 The Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) and I0A approached the United World Wrestling
(UWW) for an exemption, but it was denied.

* Vinesh appealed to the Court of Arbitration for Sports (CAS) against her disqualification,
seeking a joint silver medal.



Consequences:

Cuban wrestler Yusneylis Guzman Lopez, who lost to Vinesh in the semifinals,
replaced her in the final.

Vinesh was treated for weakness due to the drastic weight cut but remained in
good health.

The disqualification was a significant setback for India's medal tally aspirations.




Article 11- Weigh-In

If changes are done in the final entries compared to the entries in Athena (ONLY after exceptional
circumstances like injury (confirmed by a medical certificate)), the updated athletes’ entry list must be
submitted to the organizer by the team leader, without fail, at least at 12h00 the day before the weigh-in and
the competition day of the concerned weight category. No changes will be accepted after this time.

For all competitions, the weigh-in is organized each mormning of the concerned weight-category. The weigh-in
and the medical control lasts 30 minutes.

The second morning of the concerned weight category only the wrestlers who participate in the repechages
and finals have to come for the weigh-in. This weigh-in will last 15 minutes.

No wrestler may be accepted at the weigh-in if he has not undergone a medical examination the first morning.
Wrestlers must appear at the medical examination and the weigh-in with their license and accreditation.

The only uniform allowed for the weigh-in is the singlet. After having been examined by qualified physicians
who are obliged to eliminate any wrestler who presents any danger of contagious disease, the wrestler can be
weighed-in. No weight tolerance will be allowed for the singlet.

Contestants must be in perfect physical condition, with their fingernails cut very short.

Throughout the entire weigh-in period, wrestlers have the right, each in turn, to get on the scale as many
times as they wish.

The referees responsible for the weigh-in must check that all wrestlers are of the weight corresponding to the
category in which they are entered for the competition, that they fulfil all the requirements of Article 5 and
to inform any wrestler of the risk he runs if he presents himself on the mat in incorrect dress. Referees will
refuse to weigh a wrestler who is not dressed correctly.

The referees responsible for the weigh-in will received the results of the draw and will be allowed to control
only the athletes who are on this list.

petition and ranked last, without rank. If an athlete is injured during the first day, he doesn’t have to

qan athlete does not attend or fail the weigh-in (the 1% or the 2" weigh-in), he will be eliminated of the
a the second weigh-in and will keep his results.



What led to Vinesh Phogat's disqualification from the women's 50kg wrestling final
at the Olympics?

A) She failed a doping test.
B) She weighed 100 grams over the permissible limit during the morning weigh-in
on the day of the final.

C) She suffered an injury before the final match.

D) She was disqualified for unsportsmanlike conduct.



Science award
for ISRO team,

[ISC’s ex-chief -

Padmanabhan

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
announced the first set of
Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar,
or national awards for
scientists, ever since it con-
troversially cut down the
number of such awards in
2022. Thirty-three of these
awards, slated to be given
on August 23, National
Space Day to mark Chan-
drayaan-3’s moon landing,
were announced on Wed-
nesday. Former Director of
the IISC, G. Padmanabhan,
was announced as the win-
ner of the Vigyan Ratna.
The Vigyan team award
went to the ISRO’s Chan
drayaan-3 team.

33 Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar awards will be given on National Space Day;

13 scientists to get Vigyan Shree award, 18 selected for Viyan Yuva award

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment has an-
nounced the first

set of Rashtriya Vigyan Pu-
raskar, or national awards
for scientists, ever since it
controversially cut down
the number of such awards
in 2022. Thirty-three of
these awards, slated to be
given on August 23, Nation-
al Space Day to mark Chan-
drayaan-3’s moon landing,
were announced on
Wednesday.

Overhaul of awards

Following the overhaul of
the scientific awards
scheme, the Ministry of
Science and Technology in
January this year had noti-
fied four categories of
awards, comprising a max-
imum of 56, for scientists.
These are up to three Vi-
gyan Ratna to recognise
life-time achievements and
contributions made in a gi-
ven field of science and
technology, up to 25 Vi-
gyan Shri to recognise dis-
tinguished contributions,
up to 25 Vigyan Yuva:
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar
award to recognise and en-
courage young scientists

Massive effort: Some members of the jubilant Chandrayaan-3

team with ISRO Chairman S. Somanath. FILE PHOTO

who made an exceptional
contribution, and up to
three Vigyan Team awards
to recognise a team of
three or more scientists/re-
searchers/innovators who
have made an exceptional
contribution working in a
team.

Noted biochemist and
former Director of the In-
dian Institute of Science, G
Padmanabhan, was an-
nounced as the winner of
the Vigyan Ratna. Thirteen
scientists spanning a di-
verse set of fields from
physics, chemistry, mathe-

matics, atomic energy, bio-
logical sciences, earth
sciences were awarded the
Vigyan Shri and 18 scien-
tists were nominated for
the Viyan Yuva.

The Vigyan team award
went to the ISRO’s Chan-
drayaan-3 team. The
awards are expected to be
given at a ceremony on Au-
gust 23 here. The awards
this year were decided by a
nomination process on a
portal maintained by the
Union Home Ministry that
is a repository of a range of
national awards.

Agency overview
Formed 15 August 1969; 54 years
ago
Preceding INCOSPAR (1962—-1969)
agency
Type Space agency
Jurisdiction Department of Space
Headquarters Bengaluru, Karnataka
» 13°2'7"N 77°34'16"E
Chairman Sreedhara Somanath
Primary Satish Dhawan Space
spaceports Centre
Thumba Equatorial Rocket
Launching Station
Kulasekarapattinam
Spaceport
Owner Government of India
Employees 19,247 (as on 1 March

2022)!1]

313,042 crore
(US$1.6 billion) (2024-
2025)/°!

Annual budget



* The Union government announced the first set of Rashtriya Vigyan
Puraskar, national awards for scientists, on Wednesday. These awards
are to be given on August 23, National Space Day, marking
Chandrayaan-3’s moon landing.



Overhaul of Awards:

The Ministry of Science and Technology overhauled the scientific awards scheme in
January.

Four categories of awards were notified, with a maximum of 56 awards for scientists.
Categories of Awards:

Vigyan Ratna: Up to three awards for lifetime achievements and contributions in science
and technology.

Vigyan Shri: Up to 25 awards for distinguished contributions.
Vigyan Yuva: Up to 25 awards to recognize and encourage young scientists.

Vigyan Team: Up to three awards for teams of three or more
scientists/researchers/innovators with exceptional contributions.



e Awardees:

« G Padmanabhan, former Director of the Indian Institute of Science,
was named the winner of the Vigyan Ratna.

* Thirteen scientists from various fields like physics, chemistry,
mathematics, atomic energy, biological sciences, and earth sciences
were awarded the Vigyan Shri.

* Eighteen scientists were nominated for the Vigyan Yuva.
* The Vigyan Team award went to ISRO’s Chandrayaan-3 team.



* Ceremony:
* The awards will be given at a ceremony on August 23.

* This year's awards were decided by a nomination process on a portal maintained by the
Union Home Ministry



* On which day will the Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar awards be given, and
what significant event does this day mark?

* A) August 15, Independence Day
e B) January 26, Republic Day

e C) August 23, National Space Day marking Chandrayaan-3’s moon
landing

* D) October 2, Gandhi Jayanti
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Centre is trying to
communalise NCERT
curriculum: Kharge

MEW DELHL

Opposition and Treasury
benches sparred owver Na-
thonal Council of Educa-
rtional Research and Train-
ing  (NCERT) textbooks
after the Leader of the Op-
position in Rajya Sabha,
naallikarjun  Kharge, ac-
cused the governme
tampering wit
riculum and trying to im-
pose a communal

idealogy.
While the Congress pre-
shdent l

Dharmendra Pradhan de-
nied it

spe during  Zero
Hour in the Rajya Sabha,
dr. Khasge accused the go-
wernmens of wilfully drop-
ping the Preamble.

He swessed the
need o rewain it and quot-
ed Constio Assem
debares o bolster  his

Hes at the base of it social
democracy. What does so-

wrag

Mallikcarjun Knarge

clal democracy mean? It
means a way of life which
recognises liberty, equali-
ty, and fraternsy as the

principles of life,” he quot-
ed from the debates.

benches

strongly wnus(eﬂ aainst
Mir. Kharges

Lok Sabha passes Finance Bill,
amends provision on LTCG tax

Sitharaman rejects criticism firom Opposition that the middle class is heavily taxed: she savs Budget s aimed at promoting

investment: protests erapt in House after gove does not take up amendment against 18% GST on insurance premiums

WEW DELHI

Endividuals or Hindu Undi-
vided Families (HUFs) who

seew regim
t houses before J.uy
o

scheme at the rate of 12.5%

without indlexation or
claim the indexation bene-
fis and pay 207 tax.

The Finance Bill

was
passed by a voice vote in
the Lok Sabha with a total
of 45 officlal amendments.

Beplying to the debate
before the passage of the
Bill, Finance Minister Ni
mala sitharaman rejected

goremment had sased tax comps

e Minister Hirmala Sitharaman ssid the

eriticism from Opposition
that the middle

sures taken to help the
middle class, Ms. Sithara-

promote trade and invest-
ment and generate em-
plovme

She also referred to the
hike in tax exemgption limit

bensfit those investing in
#he stock moriet

The Minister
sail that simplification of
the

v
Hghring thar 72% of thoss

. paid income s
I\ad np-sa for the mew re-
gime while filing returns
chis vear.

ton for the salaried class
reased

insurance
premiu the Union pi-
nlsler ‘Said that 75% of 1
Collected went to the
States
“prior to levying 18%
GST on health insurance
Ipremium], all States used
to levy tax on insurance
premiums. So when GST
was rolled out, the tax au-
tomatically got subsumed
into GST,” she said
‘Opposition MPs staged a

up an amendment in the
Finance Bill to e
the 18% GST levy on medi-
cal and life insurance pre-
miums.

“We have made trans- The amendment had
She said the Narendra formational s B gase been mowed MK Pre-
modi  government had  governance. In 2023, the  machandran of the u-
brought in a rax- were tonary Scclallst Party.
ation_regime cased  reduced. Apgain, this has The e Ainkster
compliance without drasti-  been done this year,” Ms.  said any amendment in

taes.
Among the varions mea-

Sitharaman said, adding
that the standard deduc-

GST had 1o be approved by
the GST Council

Elections to
12 RS seats to
be held on
September 3

MEW DELHI

Elections to 12 Rajva Sabha
ts will be held on Sep-
A The votes will be

sress. the RIE, and the Biju
Janata Ik
Ten la]ys h.abha seats

elected o the Lok Sabha.
Two members, K. Kesh-
ava Rao and Mamata Mo-

hanta,
The BIP ks likely to gain
ated -

L

The BI-led Mational De-
mocratic alliance is likely
10 win the seat vacated by
the RJIrs Misa Bharti, who
won the Lok Sabha elec-
tion from the Pasliputra
constituency.

SC fromns at
conviction
ratio in
PMILA cases

MEW DELHL

The Supreme Couri on
Wednesday allowed  a
Chhattisgarh-based

Prevention of Momey Laun-
dering At (PMLAL i the
ot A acde

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Ujjal Bhuayan
said Sunil Bumar Agarwal
and his co-accused, repre-
sented by senior advocare
Mulul Kohatgi and adve-
cate Sriram Paraklkat, “de-
serve to continue on bail
during the pendency of the
erial®

They had been charged

with money laundering in
o coal

o
bail in May and july abse-
ute.

Bill removes powers of Waqf Board:
non-Muslims and women on board

Wifaita Singh
EW DELHL

With the Bill to amend the
Waqgf Act, 1995, set to be ta-
Eiad io ' Guiimman: s
week, the Union gave

prropooes (o e mg
wsqlanudomspm
declare a property as frod
o

The Bill proposes the in-

span:

across India, with an
ated value of £1.2 lakh

crore. Collectively, this

L
Biren Rsgiju
makes the Wagf Boards the

Last amended in 2003,

N eptable changes'
The Eill has drawn sharp
criticism from Muslim bo-
dies and Opposition par-
ties, which termed it an act
o create societal divides
The All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board has hit
out at the Bill and main-
rained that any change in
the Wakf act which ahers

e of Wakd proper-
lleg ‘or maltes ke easier for

nesday.
name the Act

Proposes 1o re-
“Unified

says that pe
sha‘ll Creare s Waqf unbess
he is the lawful owner of
the. hroperty And compe.
tent to transfer or dedscars
such property.

Execution of Wagf deed
Also, the creation of a
wagf-alatatiad Wl
deed) must not result in

the denial of the inheri-
tance rights of heirs
proposed
is at

dication may be

lassets] in the Elale ﬂr Un-
fom Terr il says.
Uit Miaister Kiren B
objects

eascr for  the
amendment Hill said that
though the Wagf Act, 1995,
had been enacted to pro-
vide for the berter admin
namm af

Asegal, it has not
e Sl i R

Muslim bodies hit out at Waqgf
Bill, plan to move top court

Ziva Us Salam
MEW DELHI

The contentious Bil to
amend 44 Sections of the
Wagl Ac has drawn
the ire of the Muslim com-
munity. The overriding
fecling is one of interfe-
rence In o Lty s ma-
vers, and an atempt o dis-
possess the largest
of the wealth
meant for the socio-eco-

o

ken the waqf commission-

ers™ and are mulling the

Prospect of filing a joint pe-

tition before the Supreme
Court.

The All india Sufi Sajja-
danasheen, however, has
come out in support of the
Eovernment mowe, calling
the changes “long

All India Majlis-e-Mush-
awarar chairman and form-
er chief of Delhi Minorities
Commission, Zafarul slam

new amendments also es-

sall the progposed

<comsult the Muslim com-
muniy in matters afecting
the cormma

Giving the example of

anyone ncluding a non-
nauslim, can make a waglh
and the earnings of a cer-
tain wagf property may be
spent only as specified by
person making that

wagf.”
He alleged that the new
Bl opens
uslim

cessary o consult the sta-

Muslim
communiry in this case, as
warthy of consultarion in.a
er directly and deeply

ders

practising his religion for
the previous five years can
make a waqf and that the

while, under lslamic Law,

president Sadatullsh Hus-
Saint wok objection to the
inclusion of non-Muslim
members.

However, he welcomed
the inclusion of women
members in _the Wagf
Board. “it is there i the
1995 Ac There is no
Problem with thats he
said.

SC posts PMLA judgment review to
Aug. 28, asks if it’s ‘appeal in disguise’

1o
arrest and summon indivi-
dusals and rakd private pro-
perty under the Preven-

roney Laundering

., including
Justices  ©.T. Rawikumar
and Ujjal Bhuyan. howev-
er, made It a point on

Coure judgment.
Iustice Ravilamar asked
cw

A review i cpen court must
Pt taie the tone of sppeal,
the Bench says.

oce
still partake the character
of an app=eal. There is no
appeal sgainst 3 judgment

the final court. Exercise
oF revimur and cugarive ju-

coure
Tained in case of apparent
errors or biases in the ver-
dicr. “Let us see if this is an

and other lawyers for
lhe warious peti rs, in-
ocdings Karti
Ch.lda‘lnbms.n:l,
The review petitions

Enforcement Case
prePAsiacti iy Report (ECLR,

“Twin condithons’
The core amendments to

burden of proof

o€ the mccamed inrmad or
the prose
The Saspage judgment,

authored by
AN

money lsundering charg-
. On the siim chance the

Case Information Report,
o prove that he was not
guilty, to say the least, may
pre £ b £ berculzan B
impossible task, the
i petTonS Arged.

T.N. Minister’s plea to quash
PMILA proceedings refused

CHERNA

The Madras High Coust an
Wednesday  refused o
quash proceedings initiar-

him in 2020
a 20012006 d

opor-
tonate assets case. The
Judges refused to accept

the il

any  of multiple
grounds raised by the Mi-

Anitha R Radhakrishnen

mister for quashing the

ECIR and expected him to

cooperate with the Investi-

¥ In complet-
!

fore the special court for
PMLA cases.

The werdict was del
vered after hearing argu-

who opposed the plea for
quashing the ECIR and all
consequential  proceed-

In his affidavit, the Wi
mister said the ED had re-
gistered the ECIR in Te-
cember 2030 on the basis

against him since the law
came into force only in uly

2005,
Stating thar the check
s

March 31, 2006, peri-
thomeer sakd Section 13 of the
Prevention ~

made
scheduled offances under
the PMLA only in june

2000
5

Anti-militancy
operations
under way
in Udhampur”

Aasamu

An antimilitancy  opera-
thom to Alush out a group of
militants hiding in Jamnu’s
Udhampur continued for
the second consecutive
day an Wednesday.

“The anti-militancy op-

eration on Tuesday
morning. Around 430
was esta-

e Depus pector
el of Polica: Lidhammpr
Reasi Range, said_




Lok Sabha passes Finance Bill,
amends provision on LTCG tax

Sitharaman rejects criticism from Opposition that the middle class is heavily taxed; she says Budget is aimed at promoting

investment; protests erupt in House after govt. does not take up amendment against 18% GST on insurance premiums

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Finance Bill,
T 2024 was passed in
the Lok Sabha on

Wednesday with an
amendment relaxing a pro-
posal for the long-term
capital gains tax on real es-
tate. It allows tax payers an
option to switch to a new
lower tax rate or stick to
the old regime that had a
higher rate with indexation
benefit.

The amendment comes
after a proposal to remove
indexation benefit in calcu-
lation of long-term capital
gains on sale of immovea-
ble properties in the Bud-
get, 2024-25 had evoked
criticism from various cor-
ners, including Opposition
parties and tax profession-
als. The Budget had pro-
posed a lower 12.5% rate of
LTCG tax, down from 20%,
while doing away with the
indexation benefit.

With this amendment,
individuals or Hindu Undi-
vided Families (HUFs) who

New regime: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the
government had eased tax compliance. PTI

bought houses before July
23, 2024, can opt to pay
LTCG tax under the new
scheme at the rate of 12.5%
without indexation or
claim the indexation bene-
fit and pay 20% tax.

The Finance Bill was
passed by a voice vote in
the Lok Sabha with a total
of 45 official amendments.

Replying to the debate
before the passage of the
Bill, Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman rejected

criticism from Opposition
parties that the middle
class was heavily taxed.
She said that the Budget
proposals were aimed at
promoting investment and
benefiting the middle
class.

She said the Narendra
Modi government had
brought in a simplified tax-
ation regime and eased
compliance without drasti-
cally increasing taxes.

Among the various mea-

sures taken to help the
middle class, Ms. Sithara-
man mentioned the reduc-
tion in customs duty on va-
rious goods that would
promote trade and invest-
ment and generate em-
ployment.

She also referred to the
hike in tax exemption limit
on long-term capital gains
in listed equities and bonds
to %1.25 lakh from %1 lakh, a
move that she said would
benefit those investing in
the stock market.

The Finance Minister
said that simplification of
the tax regime was the
primary objective of the
Modi government, high-
lighting that 72% of those
who had paid income tax
had opted for the new re-
gime while filing returns
this year.

“We have made trans-
formational changes in tax
governance. In 2023, the
tax slabs were significantly
reduced. Again, this has
been done this year,” Ms.
Sitharaman said, adding
that the standard deduc-

tion for the salaried class

had been increased.
On the Opposition’s de-
mand for removal of

Goods and Services Tax on
health and life insurance
premiums, the Union Mi-
nister said that 75% of the
GST collected went to the
States.

“Prior to levying 18%
GST on health insurance
[premium)], all States used
to levy tax on insurance
premiums. So when GST
was rolled out, the tax au-
tomatically got subsumed
into GST,” she said.

Opposition MPs staged a
walkout after a furore over
the government not taking
up an amendment in the
Finance Bill to withdraw
the 18% GST levy on medi-
cal and life insurance pre-
miums.

The amendment had
been moved by N.K. Pre-
machandran of the Revolu-
tionary Socialist Party.

The Finance Minister
said any amendment in
GST had to be approved by
the GST Council.



Difference between

Money Bill & Financial Bill

Money Bill

1. Deals solely with matters listed in Article
110 (1){a) te (g) of constitution.

= |mposition/ Abelition,/ Remission/
Alteration or Regulation of Central/
Sstotes taxes(not local taxes,

& Borrowing by central Government,

+ Withdrawal/ receipt of money from
consolidated/ Continency fund/ Public
Accoumnt.

. Can be infroduced only in Lok Sabbao.

. President/ Government's prior
recommendation is required introducing in
Lek Sabha/ LA,

4. It can be only Government bill,

5. Rajya Sobha has limited power only for 14

days.

&, President con withhold assent but cannat

return it

7. Mo provision of joint sitting in cose of

maney bills.

B. A money bill cannot be returned to the

House by the President.

Ladi Pod

Financial Bill

.

Financial Bill Category-A

1. Listed under Article 117[1) of the
constituticn.

2. A bill that contains some provisions related
to Toxation of expenditure ond
additionally contains pravisions related 1o
any other matter is called Financial Bill.

& Cnly it is introduced after recommendation
of President in Lok Sabha.

4, Once passed in the Lok Sabho, becomes
like: @n ardinary bill.

5. Rajya Saobha has all power to reject/
amend.

&. There con be joint sitting of Lok Sabha &
Rajya Sabha.

!

Financial Bill Category-B

1. Cotegorised as Financial Bill under Arficle
117(1).

2. It is ordinary bill in all respects.

3. Both Lok Sabho& Raojya Sobhao has equal
p-ﬂ'n'ﬂl!-

4, Recommendation of President I3 needed.

5. It involves expenditure from CFl
(Consolidated Fund of India).

&, It con be infroduced in either house,




BASIS FOR
COMPARISON

Meaning

Form

Introduction

Approval

Certification

Rajya Sabha

Joint Sitting

MONEY BILL

A bill is said to be money bill
which exclusively deals with
the matters prescribed in
article 110 of the
constitution.

Government Bill

Lok Sabha only.

Prior approval of President
or Government is required.

Certified by the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha.

The power of Rajya Sabha is
restricted.

No provision of joint sitting.

FINANCE BILL

All the bills, which deals
with the provisions
concerning revenue and
expenditure.

Ordinary Bill

Category A bills are
introduced in Lok Sabha
while Category B bills can be
introduced in any of the two
houses.

Prior approval of President
is required.

Not certified by the Speaker.

Both Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha has equal powers.

Provisions are there
regarding joint sitting of
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.



* Lok Sabha passes Finance Bill, amends provision on LTCG tax

* Context: The Finance Bill, 2024, was passed in the Lok Sabha with
significant amendments to the long-term capital gains (LTCG) tax on
real estate.



e Amendment on LTCG Tax:

* The bill includes an amendment allowing taxpayers to switch to a new
lower tax rate or retain the old regime, which had a higher rate but
included the benefit of indexation.

* Previously, the budget proposed a 12.5% rate for LTCG tax, down from
20%, removing the indexation benefit.

* The amendment allows Hindu Undivided Families (HUFs) who
purchased houses before July 23, 2024, to choose between the new
scheme at a 12.5% rate without indexation or the old scheme at a
20% rate with indexation.



* Responses and Criticisms:

* Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman rejected the opposition's
criticism that the middle class is heavily taxed, emphasizing that the
budget aims to promote investment.

* She highlighted the reduction in customs duty on various goods to
promote trade and investment and generate employment.

* An increase in the tax exemption limit on long-term capital gains to
X1.25 lakh from X1 lakh was mentioned to benefit stock market
Investors.



e GST on Insurance Premiums:

* Opposition demanded the removal of GST on health and life
Insurance premiumes.

 Sitharaman explained that 75% of the GST collected goes to the states
and justified the GST on insurance premiums by referring to the
standard procedure of subsuming taxes into GST.



 Reactions in Lok Sabha:

* Opposition MPs protested after the government did not accept an
amendment to withdraw the 18% GST on medical and life insurance
premiums.

* The amendment proposal was moved by N.K. Premachandran of the
Revolutionary Socialist Party.



 What was one of the main amendments made in the Finance BiIll,
2024, regarding the long-term capital gains (LTCG) tax on real estate?

* A) Introduction of a higher tax rate
* B) Removal of the option to switch tax regimes

* C) Allowing taxpayers to choose between a new lower tax rate
without indexation and the old higher tax rate with indexation

* D) Increasing the tax rate to 25%



Bill removes powers of Wagt Board;
non-Muslims and women on board

Vijaita Singh
Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

With the Bill to amend the
Wagf Act, 1995, set to be ta-
bled in Parliament this
week, the Union govern-
ment proposes to strip the
Wagf Board of its powers to
declare a property as its
OWIL.

The Bill proposes the in-
clusion of two Muslim wo-
men and two non-Muslim
members on the Board,
and inserts a new Section
to prevent the wrongful de-
claration of a property as
“Wagf”. The proposed le-
gislation introduces the
District Collector as an ar-
biter to decide if a proper-
ty is a Waqgf or government
land. In the 1995 Act, such
decisions are made by the
Wagf Tribunal.

The Waqf comprises
property or land donated
by followers of Islam, and
is managed by the mem-
bers of the community.
The Wagf Boards currently
control 8.7 lakh properties
spanning 9.4 lakh acres
across India, with an esti-
mated value of 1.2 lakh
crore. Collectively, this

Kiren Rijiju

makes the Wagf Boards the
third largest landowner in
India. The Wagf Act was
last amended in 2013.

‘Unacceptable changes’
The Bill has drawn sharp
criticism from Muslim bo-
dies and Opposition par-
ties, which termed it an act
to create societal divides.
The All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board has hit
out at the Bill and main-
tained that any change in
the Wakf Act which alters
the nature of Wakf proper-
ties, or makes it easier for
the government or any in-
dividual to usurp them,
will not be acceptable.

The Bill, a copy of which
was circulated among Lok
Sabha members on Wed-
nesday, proposes to re-
name the Act “Unified

Wagf Management, Empo-
werment, Efficiency and
Development Act, 1995”.
The Bill “omits Section 40
relating to the powers of
Board to decide if a proper-
ty is waqgf property”.

“Any Government pro-
perty identified or de-
clared as waqf property,
before or after the com-
mencement of this Act,
shall not be deemed tobe a
wagf property. If any ques-
tion arises as to whether
any such property is a go-
vernment property, the
same shall be referred to
the Collector having juris-
diction who shall make
such inquiry as he deems
fit, and determine whether
such property is a Govern-
ment property or not and
submit his report to the
State Government,” the Bill
says.

It says that no person
shall create a Wagf unless
he is the lawful owner of
the property and compe-
tent to transfer or dedicate
such property.

Execution of Wagf deed
Also, the creation of a
wagqf-alal-aulad (Wagf
deed) must not result in

the denial of the inheri-
tance rights of heirs.

Another proposed
amendment is that no
Wagf can be created with-
out the execution of a Waqgf
deed. In Islamic law, a
Wagf dedication may be
made either in writing, or
orally.

The proposed legisla-
tion will ensure the “repre-
sentation of Muslim wo-
men and non-Muslims” in
the Central Waqgf Council
and the State Waqf Boards.

“Board shall have at
least one member each
from Shia, Sunni and other
Backward Classes among
Muslim Communities, and
one member each from the
Bohra and Aghakhani com-
munities shall be nominat-
ed in the Board in case
they have functional augaf
[assets] in the State or Un-
ion Territory,” the Bill says.

Union Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju’s statement of objects
and reasons for the
amendment Bill said that
though the Wagf Act, 1995,
had been enacted to pro-
vide for the better adminis-
tration of Augaf, it has not
proved effective in this re-
gard.




What is Waqf/Auqaf and Waqif ?

-“- The Term Wagqf denotes Detention, and signify the
detention of property in the ownership of God

m Total extinction of ownership of founder

s Appropriation of usufruct for the objects recognized
by Islamic Law as pious, religious or charitable

-The Founder or Donor is called Wagqif
- Auqaf is a plural of waqgf
- Mutawalli- is a local manager of property




R

& WAQF: HOW IT WORKS
s
’ K (' ’ a ’ &
e 101 7%
A person Donations are After 12 months The profits are
donates to then investedin it will accrue an thenusedin
waqf Sharia compliant average return charity projects
investments of 7% :
S e
@ 4
Such as health, A part of the Your donation
education,livelihoods, profit will be keeps growing
orphans,emergency re-invested year after year
interventions X ., 3 2




- Central Waqf Council:

It is an Indian statutory body established in 1964 by the
Government of India under the Waqf Act, 1954 (now a subsection
of the Waqgf Act, 1995) for the purpose of advising it on matters
pertaining to the working of the State Waqf Boards and proper
administration of the Waqfs in the country.

 Waqf is a permanent dedication of movable or immovable
properties for religious, pious or charitable purposes as
recognized by Muslim Law, given by philanthropists.



* The Council is headed by a
Chairperson, who is the Union
Minister in charge of
Wakfs and there are maximum

20 other members, appointed

by Government of India as
stipulated in the Wakf Act.



Bill Introduction:

The Union government proposes to amend
the Waqf Act, 1995.

The Bill aims to strip the Waqf Board of its
powers to declare a property as its own.

Board Composition:

Inclusion of two Muslim women and two
non-Muslim members on the Wagf Board.

Introduction of a District Collector as an
arbitrator to decide if a property is Waqf or
government land.



* Criticism and Support:

* The Bill has drawn criticism from Muslim bodies, terming it as a move
to create societal divides.

* Some Muslim leaders have supported the changes as "long overdue".



1.Proposed Amendments:

1. Any government property identified
or declared as Waqf property, before
or after the commencement of this
Act, shall not be deemed to be a
Wagf property.

2. Representation of Muslim women
and non-Muslims in the Central Waqgf
Council and State Waqf Boards.

3. Clarification that the Waqf
dedication may be made either in
writing or orally.




* Which of the following statements is correct regarding the proposed
amendments to the Waqgf Act, 1995 by the Union government?

1.The Bill proposes the inclusion of only Muslim men on the Waqf Board.
2.The District Collector will decide if a property is Waqf or government land.

3.Any government property identified as Waqf property before or after the
Act shall remain as Waqf property.

4.The Bill removes the representation of non-Muslims in the Central Wagf
Council
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Bombay HC quashes drugs

case t Mamita Kulkarni

The Bombay High Court has quashed the 2016

drugs case against former actress

Kulkarni, stating that the material collected
against her does not prima facke constitute any

offence. in It order, made mvallable on

w sd:y a Division Eench o(]usnoaxsns.rau

anjusha De:
o(d.esr npuum thar the pe[l.l‘]m.e alkarniy
should exercise our

ar
raanifesly frivalus SRd vead ous, We are
satisfied that the continuation of the prosecuton
would be nothing short of sbuse of process of
coures

T.N. Cong. leader
held for murder
of State BSP chief

Investi
enminy

The Hindu Burean
CEENNAL

. Aswathaman, an

was
murdered by a gang on July
S near his house in Peram-
bur in the city.
A senior officlal of the
(..henn:j police_sald

LLP. CM promises punishment
in Avod] rape case
A delegarion of the Mishad community met Umiar

Pradesh Chiel Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Wedne ngd\.e stricrest
possible punishmens for the the

Eang-rape of a 12 year-cid girl halll hll]l.ngﬁomdle
commmity. ~During the 15-mimite eung the
Chief Minister assured the community that
perpetrators would receive the strictést pnssLble
punishment, with no leniency. The Nishad

repT their
suppart for measures being taken against the
aceused Samajwadi Party leader,” reads a
Statement from the LU_P. overnment.

al secretary of
mil Nadu Yourh Congress,
was the son of north Chen-
nal don Magendran, who
was lodged in Puzhal pri-
son.

Threatened with gun
The investigation revealed
that an advo-

cate, and Armsumng had

ion revealed that Aswathaman and Arms|
22 persons have been arrested in connection with the case so far

P fmeathaman

o mtervene in
onta

had previous

mary mcmbe
of the Tamil Nadu
Youth Congress

Yourth Congress with im-
mediare effect.
In a Tamil

Uddhav indicates
readiness to being
CM face of MVA

MEW DELHI

Shiv Sena (Uddhav Balasa-
helb

o
here on Wednesday, hint-
ed that he was ready o be
the chief minksterial face of

the Maha wikas Aghadi
(MVA) for the Maharashira

Assembly electicn, Hkely
later this ye

lnleracrl;ngg wish repor-
the

Madu Youth Congress pre-
sidens M

clal team on Tuesday, As-
wathaman was arrested on

Wednesday.
A total of 22 persons, in-
haman, have

gendran  had  recently
Come out on parole and

fromm the primary member-
ship of the Tamil Nadu

standar. erity and
discipline within its ranks.”
the statement said.

Madu vouth

runs away from uspnnsl—
Liliry. 1 took up tve respon-
sibility and wried o deliver

o the best of my abilithes,”
he add

secretary
Venugopal ar Mz Kllarge s

Shis Sena (UET) chief U dhaw

Thackesay with Cangess. chief
Malskarun Kharge in Mew Delhi
o Wednesday. Akl

efficlal residence.

alsc mer Congress
leader Digvilaya singh. Trt
namool Congress leader
Derek O'Brien, Aam Aadmi
Party leader Sanjay singh
and samajwadi Party Lok
Sabhia member Adicya Ya-

dav among oth

T Thackeray is sche-
duled o meet Son-
gress  president  Sonia
Gandhi an

ngs
with the top leadership of
the Cony

is up-
beﬂxabou( projecting itself

predominant party
Mml.llﬂ‘le MOVAL

SC pulls up
Maharashtra
FOVE over
compensation

NEW DELHEE

The Supreme Court
estiay pulled up the
‘Maharashtra rnment
for not filing its response to

s fumd:
buting fresbies under ‘La-

il Behna
Bhaw schemes but not for
money for the loss
of land.
A Bench of justices 5.R.
KN Viswanathan

“Ladka

has succeeded in the

Tejashwi Yadav accuses Bihar
CM of protecting criminals, says
Nitish govt. has lost credibility

Amaic Bhelac
PATNA

Former Bihar Deputy Chield

Mimiares Mieiah Ko mwar

the State’s law amd mder

siuation and accuse

governmens od'gl\."ng she‘l— =

ter and protection il
iminals. Tejashwi vadme

ORI} leader Further
“Criminals hawve

ended now." He

a chargesheet of 350 pag-
The Hashtriya Janata Dal  es.

Tripura goes to rural
polls with BJP already

winning 70% seats

AGARTALA

Preparations are complete

th the ruling

Eharatiya Janata Party

ing already o T0% o
The actual pnlling

mentar

Lan-for scam, Mr. ¥a-
dlaw saldd it was a routine af-
. he b I
faith in the judiclary and
the case will not stand in
the court.
Reacting to the state-

sure and is impartial” he
added.

will only be held in a few
hundred seats.

OF the tomal 6,689 seats
parishads, the BIF has won
4,805 3

‘Opposition _parties in-
cluding the CPHM) and

the

weealk ongani-
sation” for their failure to
contest.

The State Election Com-
mission (SEC) announced

reached their assigned des-

Assam group opposes ban on
cave worship in Meghalaya,
threatens blockade of roads

CUWAHATE

A hardline Hindu group in

)
Abour S0 km southwest
of Meghalaya's capital Shil-
long,  Mawjymbuin mear
Mawsynram  bs oa  209-
metre-high ural cave
made up of calca

inglike stome below

ram to let anyone
worship or perform ritnals
at buin after an

would organise a pierin:
age, similar t Kanwar

Mavaprribuin, abowt &0 kim from Meghalays's capitsd Shilloog,
canve muace up of sandetomes. AUEILLA SHAT COSLE MAFS

natumal
¥atra, to the cave on Au-
st 10 ansd 11
The village il's ban
ancther group, the
Assam has su
rakshya Parishad, which

-
ment should proper
ents for Hindus

during the sacred month of

Shravan apart from mmak-
ing the local il
raw

sure a smooth pilgrimage

Bengals college admission portal widening digital divide, say students from rural areas

Shrahana Chatter
KOLKATA
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Assam group opposes ban on
cave worship in Meghalaya,
threatens blockade of roads

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

A hardline Hindu group in
Assam has threatened
blockades on arterial roads
leading to Meghalaya if a
ban on worshipping a
‘Shivaling’ in a geologically
significant cave is not
lifted.

About 60 km southwest
of Meghalaya’s capital Shil-
long, Mawjymbuin near
Mawsynram is a 209-
metre-high natural cave
made up of calcareous
sandstones. A major attrac-
tion in the cave is a Shival-
ing-like stone below water-
dripping stalactites almost
resembling a cow’s udder.

The dorbar shnong (vil-
lage council) of Mawsyn-
ram declined to let anyone
worship or perform rituals
at Mawjymbuin after an
obscure Hindu group an-
nounced on August 1 that it
would organise a pilgrim-
age, similar to the Kanwar

Mawjymbuin, about 60 km from Meghalaya’s capital Shillong, is a

natural cave made up of sandstones. AVRILLA ISHA/GOOGLE MAPS

Yatra, to the cave on Au-
gust 10 and 11.

The village council’s ban
irked another group, the
Assam-based Kutumba Su-
rakshya Parishad, which
warned that the ban on
worshipping at the cave
would invite trouble for pe-
ople of Meghalaya coming
to Assam.

“The Meghalaya govern-
ment should make proper
arrangements for Hindus
to worship the Shivaling
during the sacred month of

Shravan apart from mak-
ing the local village body
withdraw the ban,” the
parishad’s president, Satya
Ranjan Borah said.
Blaming Christian or-
ganisations for “forcing”
the village council to ban
Hindus from performing
their “religious duties” at
the cave, he said members
of his organisation would
block the highways leading
to Meghalaya if the State
government failed to en-
sure a smooth pilgrimage.



 Assam Group Opposes Ban on Cave Worship in Meghalaya,
Threatens Blockade of Roads:

 Context:

* A Hindu group in Assam is threatening to block major roads leading to
Meghalaya if a ban on worshipping a 'Shivaling' in a significant cave is
not lifted.



Location and Significance:

Mawjymbuin cave, about 60 km southwest of Shillong (Meghalaya's capital), is
known for a Shivaling-like stone and is a significant pilgrimage site.

Ban on Worship:

The village council of Mawsynram has banned worship and rituals at the cave
since August 1.




* Response and Opposition:

e Assam-based Kutumba Suraksha Parishad has opposed the ban and warned of trouble
for people of Meghalaya traveling to Assam.

* They demand the Meghalaya government facilitate Hindu worship at the cave during the
sacred month of Shravan.



1.Threat of Blockade:

1. The group's president, Satya Ranjan
Borah, blamed Christian
organizations for the ban and
threatened to block highways if the
ban isn't lifted to ensure a smooth
pilgrimage.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of persons
that died while
cleaning sewers
AR =

g soptic et slnce

2014 even as 732 of India‘s 766 districts
declared themselves free from manual
scavenging. the Union Social Justice and
Empowerment Ministry said.

Thess many peopis died
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Election Commezsion said on Wednesday.
Ten Rajya Sabha seats fell vacant as some
sitting members were elected to the Lok

- Sabha

Elections to the vacant Rajys
Sabha seats in nine States wall
be heid on September 3, the

under th

Applications rejected
under PM cares for
orphaned children
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e scheme for children orphaned
Suring the COVID-18 pandernic.
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helkh Hasina survived the
carnage of August 1S, 1975 by
sheer chance. Ms. Hasina, who
was then 28, happened to be
abroad when almost all members of her
family, inchuding her father Sheikh

away with this system in 2018 after
protests. In June 2024, the old system was
reinstated by the Bangladesh high court.
This triggered student protests, first on
university c: ses.

But Ms. Hasina had another problem —
lack of political legitimacy for her
government. In Bangladesh, the

In the late 1980, she b
A (AL), Mujib’s party. which
played a crucial role the

Prime Minister for the first time. She
returned to power after an interregnum in

In the subsequent 15 years, Ms. Hasina

rsaw econol s
B: sh. The country of 170 million
people saw millior life of

who aided the genocide of the 1

and the ave
historically had a hostile relationship.
Ahead of the 2018 elections, Ms. Zia, the
former Prime Minister and BNP
jailed after a

employment opportunities in the private
sector shrank. Gow ent jobs were
seen a report of economic stability by the
youth. And when the high court ordered

The iron lady's mistakes
Ms. Hasina erred in undersl.and.lng the
depth of the students” anger. She also
caleulated the strengeh of her political
She called the

party, were convicted
and hanged by the war crimes tribunal for
their role in the genocide. tion

‘razakars’, a derogatory term which was

used to refer to those who helped

Pakistani troops during the 1971 liberation
AL

authoritarian rulers always make — bank
©on excessive force to quell an uprising.
s otk police

she pol
AL activists on the protesters, who were
also violent. In Ju]y. some 200 people

were killed, mostly protesters, in clashes.

After the first round of protests. the
Supreme Court scaled back
by e setting the

who
nounm *s economy.

witnessed sustained economic g+
showing a jump in GDP per capita and

Soon backc s hack

iy st victory being in
January. Still everything she bullt came
ashing a sandcastl TS

The ‘ron Iady of Bangladech had

e tha coniry: Wit srent
wrong e the ot powerful Prime
Minister Bangladesh had had in a
generation?

Lack of political 1

The trigger for the set of events that led to

M. Hasina's downfall was an unpopular

quota system for government jobs that

was originally introduced by Mujib after

the liberation of Bangladesh. More than
of government jobs

soc:
Enaiesse Prverty dectined it 1% o
2010 to 5% In 2022, based o
international poverty line of $2.15 a day,
sccording to the World Bank
jowever, the economic story face

duuenggs fn recent years, first after the
strike of COVID-19 and then

Ukraine war. GDP gxowth lunged
0 3.4% In 2020, from 7.9% the previous
year, according to the IMF. The economy,
thus, is still in recovery mode. The
Ukraine war led to a spike in oil and food
prices. Inflation went up to 10%, and the

country now has one of the highest youth
unemploy'menl rates in South Asia — at
about 20%. As the economy slowed,

cap for the escendants of freedomm
fighters at 5%. While the students had
won a major victory, they were not ready
to call off the protests. On August 4, they
called for another round of protests with
anew — Shelkh Hasina should
£ They alao demmandied secouneabliy

for the deaths of over 200 of their
< then called for a
counter- mobnl-smon ofits

Dhaka, a megacity of 10 million people,

was set for a major showdown. than
100 people were killed in the ensuing
viclence in a single day. The government
curbed access to communication
networks and ordered a curfew. Students

weakened. The military said it would
guard but

- Zamnan, after holding & mesting
with senior Generals, informed i
Minister the night before she quit that his
soldsers would not be able to enforce the
curfew she had called for. Ms. Hasina’s

fate was sealed.
In the afternoon on August 5, when
protesters started moving towards her
. the Awami Le:

Jeader who was ih power for 15 years
resigned and left the country for Indsa.

Chaos or order?
Ms. Hasina is the second leader in South
Asla who has now been forced out of
power by mass protests.

In july 2022, Sri Lanka's elected
Presklent Gotabays Rajapaksa was forced

transition.

Delens Minkiias, aé the el Prwdem.

THE GIST

Sheikh Hasins, in the Late
19805 and early 19903,
remobidized the Awami Lesgue

dictatorship of Muhammad
Ershad in 1990.

Peoblam s thetack
ulpolmmlegmmxy sor
Hazina's gowernment. in
Bangladesh the opposition and
the govemment have
Bsacricaty bt

torship, Ahiosd of the 2018
Clections, M. Z
Prime Minister and 8NP
chairperson, was jailed sfter a
coruption conwiction.

Lanl
clection kater this year, even mough the
country ls yet o recover from the

Ms. Masina erred in
depth of the
students’ ¢ She also

months. However, it is not clear what role
the Army, which had in the past
ruled the m\ul:ry vould play during the

The ins
would also find it ddhcuklo ing in
order after the paxa mnmh.
There are already mpms of widespre:
violence against Hindus, Ahmedia
Musli

but the AL still has a presence in the
country. Moreover, the economic woes
are looming large aver the next

s
won't use force against protesters.

some tough days ahead.

the 1971 Sberation war. This
infiamed pas=ons.




* Background and Rise to Power:

e Sheikh Hasina survived the massacre of August 15, 1975, which killed
her family, including her father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the founding
father of Bangladesh.

* She spent six years in exile and then reformed the Awami League (AL)
in the late 1980s, which played a crucial role in ending the military
dictatorship of Muhammad Ershad in 1990.

 Hasina became Prime Minister for the first time in 1996, was out of
power for a while, and returned to power in 2009.



* Economic Achievements:

* Over her subsequent 15 years in
power, Hasina achieved significant O
economic progress, lifting millions

out of poverty.

* She set up a new generation of
schools for the children of Muslim

refugees and organized medical
N .



Political Legitimacy Issues:

One of the main reasons for her downfall was the lack of political legitimacy
and her government's historically bad relationship with the opposition.

Opposition leaders were routinely harassed, and electoral integrity was
guestioned.

The quota system for public jobs reserved 30% of jobs for children of freedom
fighters, which angered students and triggered protests.




* Major Protests and Downfall:

* The quota system protests in 2018 escalated when Hasina misjudged
the intensity of student anger.

* The protests were violently suppressed, and tensions continued to
rise.

* Economic struggles due to COVID-19, the Russia-Ukraine war, and the
devaluation of the Bangladeshi currency added to the unrest.

* Hasina's authoritarian measures and police brutality further inflamed
the situation.



Final Events Leading to Her Fall:

On August 5, as part of the 'March to Dhaka' campaign,
students demanded her resignation.

On August 6, thousands stormed her residence, and the army
airlifted her out of Dhaka.

Hasina fled to India, seeking asylum, marking the end of her
15-year tenure.




1.Current Situation:

1. The situation in Bangladesh remains uncertain with an interim government
and ongoing protests.

2. The Awami League leaders have been arrested, and the future political
landscape is unclear.
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Centre sounds out
sovereign funds
for Vi stake dilution

Move follows telco’s
recent fundraise

of ¥20,000 crore
PRASANTA SAHU

New Delhi, August 7

Waritvana o e ifidthy €20,000

mmnhmmn boF ol e ok entity,
Aditya Birla Group, the government is now
Expiocing whether sovoncign wealtls fuads
would be interested in picking up its stake in
the company.

Sources =aid that since the promoter
group has shown sufficient interest in rais
ing £ A nurming 3the

is to be
Sworn in to replace ousted PM
Sheikh Hasina, reports Reuters.
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FM: LTCG tax on realty Bankliquidity

revenue-neutral now

FE BUREAU
New Deihi, August 7

surplus tops
Z2.5 trillion

SACHIN KUMAR
Mumbai, August 7

202
Sabha on Wednesday, the new regime for taxa

THE LIQUIDITYIN the banking
tem has crossed the T2.5-trillion
mark, driven by an increase in go
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MEET THE INNOVATORS

WHO WILL POWER
NEXT-GEN INDIA

tion of long-term capital gains (LTCG) from
property transactions won't result in amy add
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Private firms mull thermal capacity e
addition to keep pace with demand —

RAGHAVENDRA KAMATH
Mumbai, August 7

Continued on Page 20
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AS THE GOVERNMENT looks at thermal -
| 29" July 2024 - 12" August 2024

power actively to gate the rising
demand, private sector companies such
as Adani Power, JSW Energy and Tata
Power are looking at adding thermal

thermal energy, will
look at new projects.
depending on the
opportunities and
retums.

= Adani Power, India's
targest private thermal
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* Recently, a Special Investigation Team
(SIT) report on the deaths of 43 tigers in
Madhya Pradesh in Bandhavgarh Tiger
Reserve and Shahdol Forest
Circle between 2021 and 2023 has raised

significant concerns regarding the
effectiveness of wildlife protection
measures in India.

* The report highlights serious lapses in
investigations, insufficient evidence

collection, and a lack of accountability
among officials responsible for tiger
conservation



 Tiger Mortalities in India:

« The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) reported
a rising trend in tiger deaths over recent years, with totals of 96
in 2019, 106 in 2020, 127 in 2021, 121 in 2022, and peaking
at 178 in 2023, marking the highest number of fatalities since
2012.

* A total of 628 tigers died in India between 2019 and 2024.



The number of tigers in India stood at 3,682, around 75% of the global
wild tiger population, in 2022.

India launched Project Tiger in 1973, to promote tiger conservation.

Currently, India has 55 tiger reserves covering more than 78,735 square
km, nearly 2.4% of the country's geographical area, of tiger habitat.




HOW THE TIGERS DIED, ACCORDING TO SITREPORT

Reason . Bandhavgarh ;| Shahdol WLV L8
fordeath : TigerReserve | forestcircle &5 =
Electrocution | 3 3 *7 '
Infighting 17 ' 0

Disease/llness | 4 0

Senility e e

Bodypartsseized 2 O

Poisoning 0 ]

Road accident O 1

Unconfirmed B 4

Total . 34 e

Figures for 2021-2023 period




Royal Bengal Tiger (Panthera Tigris) is the National animal of India.

Habitat

Tropical rainforests,
evergreen forests,
temperate forests,
mangrove swamps,

grasslands, and
savannas

Subspecies
of Tiger

% The continental
(Panthera tigris tigris)

% The Sunda (Panthera
tigris sondaica)

Countries Where Tiger Population Is Found _

8 Found only in 13 Tiger Range countries- India, Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Russia, China, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Cambodia, Laos, and Viethnam

< As per the latest report by IUCN, tiger has gone extinct in Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam

Protection Status
At SR s P S e
IUCN Red List: Endangered
CITES: Appendix |

WPA 1972: Schedule |

Conservation Efforts_

International Big Cats Alliance (IBCA): For conservation of
seven big cats namely Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow Leopard,
Cheetah, Jaguar and Puma (launched by India)

Tx2 campaign: Launched by WWF; stands for ‘Tiger times 2’
signaling the goal to double the tiger population by 2022

National Tiger Conservation authority (NTCA): Constituted
under the WPA, 1972

Project Tiger: Launched in 1973

Tiger Census: Every 4 years

Threats,
Habitat loss
Poaching and illegal trade
Human-Wildlife conflict

Tigers In India_

8 |ndia has the largest population
< As of 2022, India has 3167 tigers
< Largest population has been found in Central Indian
Highlands & Eastern Ghats Landscape

8 Tiger Reserves: India now has 55 tiger reserves

@ Dholpur-Karauli in Rajasthan is the latest
@ Nagarjun Sagar (Andhra Pradesh) is the lar,

while Orang (Assam) is the smallest (Core a




« Among the following Tiger Reserves, which one has the
largest area under “Critical Tiger Habitat”? (2020)

* (a) Corbett
(b) Ranthambore
(c) Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam
(d) Sundarbans



From the ecological point of view, which one of the following
assumes importance in being a good link between the Eastern
Ghats and the Western Ghats? (2017)

(a) Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve
(b) Nallamala Forest

(c) Nagarhole National Park

(d) Seshachalam Biosphere Reserve







Recently, the 10t National Handloom Day was celebrated on 7th August
2024. This day has been celebrated since 2015 and marks the launch of

the Swadeshi Movement on 7t" August 1905, part of the independence
struggle promoting domestic handloom products.

Handloom fabrics are generally made with high quality natural
fibres like cotton, linen, silk, and wool which are resilient and last for a

long time.




* Unique Handloom
Products: Banarasi, Jamdani,
Baluchari, Madhubani, Kosa,
|lkkat, Patola, Tussar Silk,
Maheshwari, Moirang Phee,
Phulkari, Laheriya, Khandua and
Tangaliya

e -



Sri Lanka Tests IUDs
Contraceptives on
Monkeys



Sri Lanka is testing Intrauterine Devices (IlUDs) on female
toque macaques to control their population, estimated at
around 3 million.

An Intrauterine Device (IUDs) is a small contraceptive
device that is put into the uterus (womb) to prevent
pregnancy.

e |[UDs Types: The copper IUD and the hormonal IUD, sold under the brand
names Mirena and Kyleena.



 This action follows the government's earlier decision to provide
shotguns to farmers to address crop damage and to abandon a
contentious plan to export monkeys to China.

» Experts doubt that contraception alone will effectively reduce
monkey populations, emphasising that controlling monkey
populations also requires banning the feeding of wild
monkeys, as access to human food boosts their survival and
reproduction



l

TOQUE MACAQUE
Macaca sinica

CONSERVATION STATUS: ENDANGERED

Named for the whorl of hair on top of their heads

Endemic to Sri Lanka
They form large troops with complex social hierarchies
Commonly seen in Sri Lanka's Cultural Triangle of temples and

nicknamed temple monkeys

Ihreatened by habitat loss and human-wildlife

nflicts




Yen Carry Trade



* Low rates incentivized global investors to borrow yen cheaply and
invest in other countries for better returns.

* About Yen Carry Trade

* Investors borrow money in a country with low interest rates and
invest it in countries with higher interest rates.

e Example: Borrowing yen (from Japan) with low rates and investing in
countries like Brazil, Mexico, or India where rates are higher.



* Bank of Japan’s Policy: Between
2011 and 2016, Japan’s interest
rates were at zero, and since 2016,
they have been even lower (-

0.10%) to stimulate economic
activity in Japan.

* From mid-March to July, the Bank of
Japan raised rates from -0.10% to

0.25%.
* The increase in Japanese interest
rates led to a stronger yen.



* Impact: Investors who had borrowed yen and invested in other
currencies started selling their international assets.

* The yen strengthened against other currencies like the US dollar, Brazilian
real, Indian rupee, and Mexican peso.



Imports from Japan to
turn more expensive

INDIABEING ANET importer
of merchandise from Japanis
likely to see its imports from
that country turning costlier,
thanks to an appreciating
yen, say economists. On
Wednesday, rupee ended at
83.95 against the US dollar,
three paise lower than its
previous closing level.
"Unwinding of carry trade
will reduce the overvaluation
in the rupee against its
trading partners," says Gaura

Sengupta, chiefeconomist,
IDFC FIRST Bank.

India's top imports from Japan ($ million)

FY23
gﬂ?{i I'r‘eear;/:tors, boilers 2865
Copper and articles 1,284
Electrical machinery; sound .
recorders & reproducers, 1,740
TVimage & sound recorders
Inorganic chemicals; organic I |
or inorganic compounds of | 2,152
precious metals
Iron and steel . 1,390 |
Plastic and articles 1,219 ;

Total imports from Japan

16,495 17,698

FY24  Growth (%)

3,331‘ 16.3 i
2200 745 |
1,963 12.8 i

1,647 | 23.5 |

1488 71 |}

1169 -41 |

7.3

Share of Japan in India's
total imports (in %)

FY23

FY21

FY23

FYZA

Trade deficit with Japan ($ billion)
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« The Government of India and the World Bank have
recently signed an agreement for the construction of
Green National Highway Corridors Project (GNHCP).

- It is a safe, green, Climate resilient road that is built using
green technologies in Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh.

» Green Highways (Plantation, Transplantation,

Beautification & Maintenance) Policy was launched
in 2015.



« Nodal Ministry - Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.

« Aim - To provide smooth and motorable roads with all-weather
connectivity of the nearby areas.

« Socio-economic development as well as enhanced trade and
connectivity within the region.



- Enhance the institutional capacity of the Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways in mainstreaming safety and green technologies.

 Project Period — 2020 to 2026.
« World Bank Fund - $500 Million.



- Features of Green highways
corridor

« Conservation of natural resources
using cement treated sub
base/reclaimed asphalt pavement.

» Promote use of local/ marginal
material such as lime, fly ash, waste
plastic.

» Use of bio-engineering measures for

slope protection like coco fibre/Jut . |



- Benefits - Green technologies and bio engineering
solutions reduce carbon emissions.

« Conservation of natural resources during the life cycle
(construction and operation period) of the project.



Word of the day

Ratiocination:

the proposition arrived at by logical reasoning;
logical and methodical reasoning

Synonym: conclusion

Usa g€ The detective is known for his gifts of
ratiocination.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/ratiocinationpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /iztipsrnerfy/
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* Longest Interval Between Olympics:

* The longest interval between the
Olympic Games occurred during
World War Il. The 1940 and 1944
Games were canceled, resulting in a
12-year gap between the 1936
Berlin Olympics and the 1948
London Olympics.
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Thank you
guys.
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