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Mild tremors
trigger panic

The
of a revolt

TUSSLE WITH DHANKHAR

Opposition may move
no-confidence motion

NEWS » PAGE 4

in Wayanad

DRUG-RESISTANT TUBERCULOSIS
India to roll out new
treatment regimen
NEWS » PAGE 5

How students took down
an elected govt. prone
tariamnism

to authorii

GROUND ZERO » PAGE 7

RUSSI'S ASSURANCE
69 Indians awaiting
release: Jaishankar
NEWS » PAGE 3

NEW DELEI

The Union Cabinet on Friday
categorically asserted that the
principle of creamy layer does.
not 2pply to resermton for

Supreme Court grants Sisodia
bail in Delhi excise policy case

Bench rules that the former Delhi Deputy CM's

right to a speedy trial and prolonged incarceration make him eligible for

bail: it declines plea to bar him from Secretariat. says he has ‘deep roots in society” and there is no possibility of him fleeing

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
F

hi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, who spent

ney la rges
tinked to the Delhi excise
policy:

‘A Bench of justices B.&.
Gaval and K.V. Viswanath-

ty were sacrosanct. Bail
cannot be withheld as a
punishment. If the state,
ies or

residents escaped a new lsraeli
military operation on Friday.
i=rael said it launched the
strike foliowing “tellipence
indicating presence of
terrorists®n PAGE 12

bail bonds. The Aam Aad-
mi Party leader has to sus-
render his passport and re-
port to the police station
every Monday.

At long tast: Marish Ssodia after his release from Tinar jail on Friday. SHIVALMAR

carcerated for an unlimit-

ed tme in the hope of a

berty under Article 21 of

documents involved in the

case.
“As observed dme and

ing followed in breach.
Mr Sisodia had under-
two earlier rounds of
lmganc-n for bail. The first
round ended on October

assured the top court c«o

al in the
next six to elght months.
The second round culmi-

SC refuses to put off
NEET-PG, says it can't
put careers at risk

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Coust on Fri-
day refused 10 reschedule
the aduate National
Elsgibility-cum-Entrance
Test (NEET-PG) 2024 to be
on Sunday saying ke
cannot put careers at risk.
A threejudge Bench
headed by the Chief Justice
of India D.Y. Chandrachud

pointed out that two lakh
ts were expected to

appear in the exam.
Than two Lakh stadents and
<lose to four lakh parents
e

filed.
Rejecting the agencies”
contention that Mr. Sisodia
should seek his bail first in

trial court rather than
direcs

on Detare bexng pro-

even courts do not have Justice Gavai the C ice
the 1 to protect an oral plea made  Gaval, who authored the fence cannot be
an accused's right to a by the EINCBIto bar Mr. Si-  verdict, observed. to become

speedy wrial. they should
ithhold ‘bais ot the
the

crime was seﬂo

The top court allowed
bail to Mr. Sisodia in both
cases and or-
dered him to be released
on payment of 10 lakh in

sodia from the Defhl Secre-
tariat. The court said M

Sisodia had “deep roots n
the soclety™ here was
no possibility of him aying

Prolonged
The court said there was

not even the -remotest
possibility™ of the trial con-

to flee or tamper cluding in the near future.
dence or Ml— The 493
nesses. witnesses lined up. There

“Keeping Mr. Sisodia in-

were over a lakh pages of

Euilty of an of.

ty top
court, Justice Gaval, on Fri-
day. said the grant of bail

Ap)
toners,
Sanjay Hegde submitted

punishment
withous bail,” Justice Gaval

The Bench said the Su-
preme Court was 1

ciple that ‘bail is the rule
and jail an exception” is be-

was not a

r game~ and it i e

2 “wavesty of justice” to re-
gate

not thy
the court highlightad

“BAIL, NOT JAIL"
»PAGES

rer
paper e ana SHioarion
centres in NEET-

had

tioners had

sought post-

animpact on NEET-PG.

ponement of the NEET-PG
exam saying that candi-
dates were allocated cities
inconvenient for them to
reach. The Chief Justice
wondered who was re:

are not t.

‘want to cheat the system,”
he said.

Noting that the court

should at least intervene
Wi a lon to the
authorities to hold one ex-
am per day. He said the
current  schedule
gruelling with two exams a
day. But the court did not
budge.

Three village volunteers
killed in ﬁrmg in Manipur

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Three village volunteers of
the Kul

Tengnoupal district of Ma-
nipur. District authorities
said the firing was report-

Force and the Assam Ri-
fles, posted in the area.

Officials sald search op-
erations revea

and Assam Rifles

house in the Molnom vil-

Kuki-Zo civil soctety organ-
tsations (CSO) have said
that the bodies of the three
village volunteers
been accounted for and
were being kept in a Kuki-
Zo village near the area.
The sources added that
the firing was a result of a
“misunderstanding” bet-

zone ever since the conflict
began.

of India. While senior pol-
ice officers in Tengnoupal
told The Hindu that they
were ye( to find any dead
bodies by Friday evening
in the area, sources in the

Super of Pol-
ice, Tengnoupal, Rahul
Gupta told The Hindu,

“Search operations are on-
going in the area and mor
fhformadan will be availa:

Owning the mat

lition job: Wrestier Aman Sehrawat clinched 3 bronze for Inds

Rico's Darian To: Cruz in the 57kg category. SE4
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with 3 domnant show against Puerto

Supreme Court
stays private
college order
banning hijab

NEW DELHI

‘The Supreme Court on Fri-
day stayed a directive is-
sued by a private college

Maharashira  prohibiting
Muslim women students
from wearing hijab or oth-
er symbols of their faith on

pus.
“Will you ban students
from wearing a bindi or a
dlakz” a Bench of Justices
Sanjiv ay
Kummar asked the lawyers
appearing for the Mumbai-
based N.G. Acharya and
D.K. Marathe College.

FULL REPORT
»PAGE 3

MHA creates committee to monitor the safety of Indians, minorities in Bangladesh

NEW DELHI

er mlnom) communities
ported near
the mma-sanghdesh bor.

A
led by a senior Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) official
has been set up to com-
municate with Bangladesh
authorities |
safety and security of In-
nationals,

A preliminary én.qmry

der. a
said.

Turned back

Since August S, four in-
stances have been report-
ed of

700 Bang]
thronged the
border in Cooch Behar dis-
trict in northern Bengal

dia. They were not
the immediate vicinity but
had come in buses from lo-
cations around 300 to 400

crowd-
ing along the border. all in
North Bengal. In all four
cases, they were persuad-
ed to return, with the help
of Border Guards Bangla-
desh (BGE) and district

P fomd that no major at.
tacks against Hindu or oth-
<3

ing country.
On Friday, more than

away. the offi-

“No women or children
were present among the
ro which makes us
suspicious  abo
movement. With the help
of BGB and District Collec-
tor of Lalmonirhat in Ban-
gladesh, they were per-

Mass exod

5z Bangladeshs nationals assemble near the border in

Cocch Behar, West Sengal, in their bid to enter India. #T1

return.

around 100 6
people are still present
at the zero line” a

senior

government official said.
Mr. Shah said on X that
the had been

ongoing  situation  in
Bangladesh~_
committee

clal said thar fir

‘We do not ask the reli-

Land Ports Authority of In- g(on ofany person. Per Laid
dia. by the Mi-
being a friendly Sountry, mry of Home Affairs
the BSF and BGB have laid  (MHA), we are

o procedies up a the
company commander le-

India follows a

formed “in the wake of the

policy along the
eastern border. A BSF offi-

ng
away people If they are
without valid documents.
The Bangladesh authori-

there is good
tion,” the official said.
After Sheikh Hasina

stepped down as Bangla-
desh Prime Minister and
escaped to India on August

5. violence erupted in the
neighbouring co
several cases,
community. and its tem-
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Supreme Court grants Sisodia
bail in Delhi excise policy case

Bench rules that the former Delhi Deputy CM’s right to a speedy trial and prolonged incarceration make him eligible for

bail; it declines plea to bar him from Secretariat, says he has ‘deep roots in society’ and there is no possibility of him fleeing

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday stressed

to the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI)
and the Directorate of En-
forcement (ED) that “every
day counts in matters of
personal liberty” while
granting bail to former Del-
hi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, who spent
over 17 months behind
bars without trial for mo-
ney laundering charges
linked to the Delhi excise
policy.

A Bench of Justices B.R.
Gavai and K.V. Viswanath-
an said the right to a spee-
dy trial and personal liber-
ty were sacrosanct. Bail
cannot be withheld as a
punishment. If the state,
prosecution agencies or
even courts do not have
the wherewithal to protect
an accused’s right to a
speedy trial, they should
not withhold bail on the
ground that the alleged
crime was serious.

The top court allowed
bail to Mr. Sisodia in both
ED and CBI cases and or-
dered him to be released
on payment of 10 lakh in

At long last: Manish Sisodia after his release from Tihar jail on Friday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

bail bonds. The Aam Aad-
mi Party leader has to sur-
render his passport and re-
port to the police station
every Monday.

Justice Gavai expressly
declined an oral plea made
by the ED/CBI to bar Mr. Si-
sodia from the Delhi Secre-
tariat. The court said Mr.
Sisodia had “deep roots in
the society” and there was
no possibility of him trying
to flee or tamper with evi-
dence or influence wit-
nesses.

“Keeping Mr. Sisodia in-

carcerated for an unlimit-
ed time in the hope of a
speedy trial is a violation of
his fundamental right to li-
berty under Article 21 of
the Constitution,” Justice
Gavai, who authored the
verdict, observed.

Prolonged trial

The court said there was
not even the “remotest
possibility” of the trial con-
cluding in the near future.
The prosecution has 493
witnesses lined up. There
were over a lakh pages of

documents involved in the
case.

“As observed time and
again, prolonged incarcer-
ation before being pro-
nounced guilty of an of-
fence cannot be permitted
to become punishment
without bail,” Justice Gavai
noted.

The Bench said the Su-
preme Court was flooded
with “open-and-shut” bail
cases rejected by the trial
and High Courts. The prin-
ciple that ‘bail is the rule
and jail an exception’ is be-

ing followed in breach.

Mr. Sisodia had under-
gone two earlier rounds of
litigation for bail. The first
round ended on October
30 last year with the top
court denying him interim
bail while upholding his
right to speedy trial.

The probe agencies had
assured the top court to
conclude the trial in the
next six to eight months.
The second round culmi-
nated on June 4, 2024,
again in the Supreme
Court. Mr. Sisodia was de-
nied interim bail but was
allowed to “revive” his plea
as soon as the final char-
gesheet was filed.

Rejecting the agencies’
contention that Mr. Sisodia
should seek his bail first in
the trial court rather than
directly approach the top
court, Justice Gavai, on Fri-
day, said the grant of bail
was not a “snake-and-lad-
der game” and it would be
a “travesty of justice” to re-
legate the bail plea to the
trial court. “Procedure is
the handmaid of justice
not the mistress of justice,”
the court highlighted.

‘BAIL, NOT JAIL’

-
» PAGE 5 (ay



Bail Granted:

The Supreme Court of India granted bail to former Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia in the Delhi excise policy case. Sisodia had been in jail for over
17 months without trial on money laundering charges.

The Court emphasized the importance of a speedy trial and personal liberty,
stating that prolonged incarceration before being proven guilty is a violation of
fundamental rights.




e Conditions and Observations:

* Sisodia is required to surrender his passport and report to the police
station every Monday.

* The Court noted that Sisodia has "deep roots in society" and there is
no possibility of him fleeing or tampering with evidence.

* The plea by the CBI and ED to bar Sisodia from entering the
Secretariat was declined.



* Trial Concerns:

* The Supreme Court highlighted the slow progress of the trial, noting
that the prosecution has listed 493 witnesses.

* The Court stressed that bail is a rule and jail an exception, and
criticized the lower courts for denying Sisodia's bail earlier.



* Revival of Principle:

* The Supreme Court's judgment granting bail to former Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia reaffirmed the long-standing principle
that "bail is the rule, jail is the exception," even in cases involving
economic offences.

* This principle, first articulated by Justice Krishna lyer in 1977, was
highlighted as often being overlooked by trial courts and High Courts.



e Criticism of Current Practice:

* The Court criticized lower courts for preferring to "play safe" by
denying bail, even in clear-cut cases, and called for the judiciary to
recognize that the refusal of bail should be the exception, not the
rule.

* The Supreme Court emphasized that detention should not become a
form of punishment before the accused is proven guilty.



 Economic Offences:

* The Court acknowledged that while economic offences are serious,
denying bail should not be a blanket rule. Each case should be
considered on its own merits, and the primary focus should be on
securing the accused's presence for trial.

* The judgment reiterated that the denial of bail should be an
exception, even when the allegations involve grave economic
offences.



* Which principle was reaffirmed by the Supreme Court in its judgment
granting bail to Manish Sisodia?

1.Jail is the rule and bail is the exception.

2.Economic offences automatically deny the right to bail.

3.Bail is the rule and jail is the exception.

4.All accused in economic offences should remain in custody until trial.



r. Auagust 10, 2024
CHENRAL

THE

HINDWT

News

I will argue my apainst
NIA petition. Malik tells HC

case

Separarist leader ¥asin Malik on Friday told the
Thelhi High Court that he wished to argue for
himself against a Mational Investigation Agency
NIA) plea seeking death penalty for him in a

w1 and Kashmis

= Malik, tually
present for the court proceedings from Tihar jail,

sakd. The High Court
marter for September 19

posted the hearing on the

India to roll out new treatment
regimen for drug-resistant TB

with BPal., which will bring down treatiment time
o around six months from the earlier duration of 18 o 24 months; raining to begin this month

Pratients with MDD B and X

tor be treats

Pera
MEW DELIL

ready to

for all mubtidrag resistanc
ruberc (MUR-TE} and
rtensively drug restsiant
tuberculosis (XDRTE) pa-
tients. The training for this
new exercise ks scheduled
t0 begin this month.
This is a significant
move in the countrys bat-
HORTH, with
i

South Africa, and Ukraine.
this on so-

10,354 acres of defence land

under encroachment: Centre

Arcund 10,354 acres of defence land across the
‘country is under encroschment, Minister of State

occurred. The

acres), and Hary:

recorded

ert ammong the A2 States And
Union Territories where encroachment had
other States in the top five are
Maharashira (1,031 acres), West

ana (780 acres). in Delhi,

Bengal (516

encroachment on 147.6 acres had been recorded.

cial media on Friday, Sou-

XDHTE patie
to begin this month. This

New ara for TB t

and linezniid (LY

reatment

w drug
regimen has

heaith systemes and

lar test used to derect the

DNA {deoxyr i
acid) of Mycobacterium -
berculosis complex

(MTBC} in a sputum or oth-
er respiratory sample.
the

patients.
fering berter, safer, and
shorter BPalM treatment

cure this ase."
A senior Heaklh Minkstry
official explained that after

that Is much mors Lkely 1o
deadly dise

the intr of the
new anti-TH drug pretoma-
nid, which is prescribed as
part of the BPal. regimen,

medica nd

cement, Leena
ney, mmluhhe:do‘hu-
manitarian

SI.I|S . salds “AL-

ks that the

ter of gener-

ic bgdaquﬂl;ne Cost to TH
programmes has fallen -
BPALM price Is $425 ($130

should
outcomes & help thoun
sands of nws. Scaling
up NAAT coverage will
an essential element of me
strategy:
A nuclelc ackd amplifica-
rion test, or NAAT, for ns
berculesis (TB) is 2 molecu-

$255 preto-
mmlll.‘L $31 linezolid and

culosis, because
finally Feplace many of the
r, arducus,

itive Toenttnts by of

cut short the TH reanment
durarion by half.
From a rreatment dura-

4

dowm
weatmens time to around
six months. Furthermore,

the alder all-aral drug regi-
men inchsded nearly 14 dif-
ferent ant-TH drugs for a
patient to take every day.
with BPaL, it is likely 1o

come down to just three ta-

blets daily

tn a paper tled ~Sav-
om the

SC verdict on Sisodia
revives the ‘bail, not
jail, is the rule’ adage

MEW DELHE

The Supreme Court judg-
ment granting bail to form-

dani
revived a wellsestled ot
endangered principle that
“jail and not bail ks the ex-

ception™, even in econom-
ic offence cases.

The adage “bail, not jail,
is the rule” carme from the
pen of justice Krishna lyer,

. a Bench of
[

ings fr.
of BPal and BPalM regi-
mens at the country level~

T 1o
play safe” and deny bail
even If the case is an open-

ds while saying
that High Courts and trial
days pr

Manish Seso

thon or jail before being
pronourced guilty should
not become punishment
without trial.

Economic offences

There is merit in granting
ball in economic offence
«cases if trial is not o

alM regimens, drug-re-
sistant TH treatment has
become ore crive,
shorter, less burdensome

ple that ball is a rule and
refusalls

“Even If the allegation is

e e i by cach
IF1s Tigh riene trial codris
and me .gn Coures recog-
nised once again the prin-
Ciple thar ‘bail 1s the rule
and jadl is the exceprion’,~
lustice Gaval, who auth-
ored the 38-page verdict,
obse:

Justice Gavai said deten-

a grave offence,
it is not a rule that badl
should be denled in every
case_.. Ultimately, the corn-
siderarion has to be made
on a case-to-case basls. on
the facts. . The pri

ject is to secure the pre-
sence of accused to
stand trial” the Supreme
Court sakd.

NIA secures

extradition of
‘pro-Khalistan’
terror accused

EW DELHI

The Mational Investigation

sdenuified as Tarsem Singh,

N1A for
his links with the banne
ousfit B r Inter
national (BKI). The agency

sakd he was a key adde of fo-
relgn-based  “LerroTEsts”
Harwinder

TTESs to carry first-aid kits to
help passengers who fall ill

CHENNAL

In an effort to ensure tme-
Iy medical attention for

ngers Indian
Railways has 1 o
equip travelling ticket exa
mi = special

improving the response
time for nger care
dusring journeys.

extends the provision to
TTEs. The aim Is to not on-
Iy enhance immediace
miedtical care but also pre-
vent patential delays

un.

es
The pilot project, set to
Fun for 12 months, will be
launched across the North-

The mowve will significantty
improve the response time for
passenger care during journey.

ern and Morth Central Rail-

way zomes. All TTEs on

board will be supplied with

first-aid  kits  coneaining

both general and life-sav
ing medicarions.

According  to  railway

. there were nunme-

rous instances where pas-

dren, had
symptoms such as fever,

extreme fatigue, stomach
nausea, womiting,
o diarrhoss — condi

tions that could often be
managed with hasic medi

the absence of
hecdioal Taciliias ar Ao

tors om board, TTEs pre-
viously had no chosce but
o notify authorities
concerned o arrange for
medical assistance at the

Tor ] paemngers. This af

ects the overall punctuali-
oy  oF the service: The Spe-
clal first-ald kits mclude

tablets Hke Sorbitrate,
which can be administered
0 passengers expe:

chest pain, under the gui-
dance of a om board
or through  consultation
with a railway hospital wia
phone” a rallway officer

=)

oLEATA

na taneous outpour
ing af Brieh, thoneands of

rsday
aged BO. Omn Friday, his bo-
dy was donated to the Nil
Raran ddical Col-
lege and Hos)

‘On his last journey, the
mortal remains were taken
o the West Bengal Legisla
thve Amembly where pDL‘hl—

were set

s n Teariees v e
political spectrum came

Leader of the Opposi-
thom Suvendu Adhilkart and

rinamooe] Congress gener-
A ererary ARiSRe B

p————— urd the henre of Buddhadeh

nerjee were seen in one
frame offering tributes to
Bhartacharjee who  had
been a member of the

for decades and

Speaker Biman Banerjee,
and leaders of the Left par-
ties and the Congress were
present

The scene outside the
CPEM) State headgquarters
was polgnant as people

Bhattacharjee to pay their rEspects. DEBASISH SHATURI

marched arm-in-asm with

Political differences cast aside as
thousands bid adieu to Buddhadeb

for the hearse. The only
other occasion when Kol-
kata had witnessed such

o
homage to the former
Chilel Minlster, sald, *1

supporters
uman chain to
ensure a smoath passage

ct the
ot thise eaders
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13 How oae may die o water rashly? (9)

15 Watery

harge from nose and he sasffs ram! (5]

16 Magical trap traps head of imaginany animal (5)

18 Composing clises, sa in solstion
etficient way of daing

20 1t hetns to identify most
=

1=y

carvething fike rambling abaut smuggted tusk (4.5)

23 Deliver passes and fnger (5]

24 Leer? Recite! (4,3
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. orie surrenclers ber heart to comemit

26 Need to bend nutes perhaps for word plays! (6.9)
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Adhere to dharmic life

Cnar dlhasma is the most unigue,

ompact, e sive and

the easiest to follow. One may ask what is dharma_ It is
nothing but 2 manual of good conduer, as derived from

the Vedas. One

IS

may ask who is the author of Vedas? Hay-
the breath o

Fibe Lobd, wiie hias neith-

er a beginning nor an end, but is omnipresent, the Vedas

show the pathway
sakd His Hollness Srim.

pa Ranganatha Yathindr;
silcan, the 46th Pantil of Aol Math, in his ano-

Mahade:
graha bhashanam.

tn Cod themugts coewert cheerrmoes,

a

The Viedas themselves are very difficult to comprehend.
hence the dharma to be followed by varicus is deli-
neated in the sastras_ The Brahmins have a pivotal role in
that their adherence 1o the i life will determine the

Down
1 How cammunises celebrate
Praises come in a rush (7]

3 Speaker bores with UFO faney (9}
4 One haing small time charge (5]
S Soft dink bar, s won de i
6 Loaded without power, fresty
T
&

=0 0 N

public? (5,3,4,3)

3

[Ty

DIFFICULTY FUATIN

2

se cendants, mon-compl
" G brings harm all around. To instil the dharmic life and to es-
Solution o o s

-]

i

ANUM@=NOWEE

T —

Post-sunset ritual reportedly makes ester [7)
Arenas for pre-marital fights? (10,51

14 Er.shake up! (5)

15 Crudely shaped.. when?! (54}

17 upstart’s standard scare at 66% of locstions {7}
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India to roll out new treatment
regimen for drugresistant TB

Patients with MDR-TB and XDR-TB to be treated with BPaL, which will bring down treatment time

to around six months from the earlier duration of 18 to 24 months; training to begin this month

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

roll out the BPaL. (be-

daquiline, pretoma-
nid, and linezolid) regimen
for all multidrug resistant
tuberculosis (MDR-TB) and
extensively drug-resistant
tuberculosis (XDR-TB) pa-
tients. The training for this
new exercise is scheduled
to begin this month.

This is a significant
move in the country’s bat-
tle against M/XDR-TB, with
the new drug regimen indi-
cating good results in
countries such as Pakistan,
South Africa, and Ukraine.

Announcing this on so-
cial media on Friday, Sou-
mya Swaminathan, princi-
pal adviser, National
Tuberculosis Elimination
Programme, said, “India is
getting ready to roll out
BPaL regimen for all M/
XDRTB patients — training
to begin this month. This
should improve treatment
outcomes & help thou-
sands of patients. Scaling
up NAAT coverage will be
an essential element of the
strategy.”

A nucleic acid amplifica-
tion test, or NAAT, for tu-
berculosis (TB) is a molecu-

l ndia is getting ready to

New era for TB treatment

The upcoming BPaL regimen
promises a significant

shift in the fight against
drug-resistant
tuberculosis

BPal is a new all-

oral combination
of drugs consisting
of bedaquiline (B),
pretomanid (Pa)
and linezolid (L)

It brings down

treatment
time to around
six months from

The new drug

regimen has
indicated good
results in countries

f the earlier like Pakistan,
| duration of South Africa,
\ 18to 24 and Ukraine
} m The older
It has regimen
been includes nearly
found to be 14 different
cheaper for both anti-TB drugs. With

patients

health systems and

BPaL, it may come
down to just three

lar test used to detect the
DNA  (deoxyribonucleic
acid) of Mycobacterium tu-
berculosis complex
(MTBC) in a sputum or oth-
er respiratory sample.
Welcoming the announ-
cement, Leena Mengha-
ney, South Asia head of hu-
manitarian aid
organisation = Médecins
Sans Frontiéres, said: “Af-
ter the availability of gener-
ic bedaquiline cost to TB
programmes has fallen -
BPaLM price is $426 ($130
bedaquiline, $238 preto-
manid, $31 linezolid and
$27 moxifloxacin). This is a
momentous day for people
with drug-resistant tuber-
culosis, because India will
finally replace many of the
longer, arduous, and less
effective treatments by of-

fering better, safer, and
shorter BPaLM treatment
that is much more likely to
cure this deadly disease.”

A senior Health Ministry
official explained that after
the introduction of the
new anti-TB drug pretoma-
nid, which is prescribed as
part of the BPaL regimen,
medical practitioners and
researchers noted that the
combination drastically
cut short the TB treatment
duration by half.

From a treatment dura-
tion range of 18 to 24
months, BPaL brings down
treatment time to around
six months. Furthermore,
the older all-oral drug regi-
men included nearly 14 dif-
ferent anti-TB drugs for a
patient to take every day.
With BPal, it is likely to

come down to just three ta-
blets daily.

In a paper titled “Sav-
ings from the introduction
of BPaL and BPaLM regi-
mens at the country level”
published last month, the
authors noted that in 2022,
the World Health Organiza-
tion recommended the six-
month regimens BPaL (be-
daquiline + pretomanid + li-
nezolid) and BPaLM (BPaL
+ moxifloxacin) as treat-
ment options for most
forms of drug-resistant TB.

The study found that
through the BPaL and
BPaLM regimens, drugre-
sistant TB treatment has
become more -effective,
shorter, less burdensome
for patients, and cheaper
for both health systems
and patients.



* Introduction of BPaL Regimen:

* India is preparing to introduce the BPal (bedaquiline, pretomanid,
and linezolid) regimen for treating all multidrug-resistant tuberculosis
(MDR-TB) and extensively drug-resistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB)
patients.

* The training for this new treatment approach is scheduled to begin
this month.



* Significance of BPalL Regimen:

* This marks a major advancement in India’s fight against MDR/XDR-TB,
with the BPal regimen showing positive results in countries like
Pakistan, South Africa, and Ukraine.

* The BPal regimen significantly reduces the treatment duration from
18-24 months to around 6 months, with fewer tablets required daily.



* Advantages:

* The BPal regimen is expected to be more effective, safer, and more
accessible, offering better patient outcomes.

* The regimen is also found to be more cost-effective for both patients
and health systems.



* Global Context:

* The World Health Organization (WHO) had endorsed the BPalL
regimen as the preferred option for most forms of drug-resistant TB in
2022.

* The regimen simplifies the treatment by reducing the number of
required anti-TB drugs from 14 to just 3, which patients need to take
daily.



Importance of NAAT:

Scaling up nucleic acid amplification tests (NAAT) will be an
essential component of this strategy, helping to detect TB more
effectively and initiate appropriate treatment promptly.




* What is the significant advantage of the BPalL regimen in treating
MDR/XDR-TB as per the new rollout in India?

1.1t increases the treatment duration to 24 months.

2.1t reduces the number of required anti-TB drugs to just 3.
3.It is more expensive for patients and health systems.

4.1t requires daily administration of 14 tablets.
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MOTHERLY LOVE

Neeraj's mother

j calls Arshad

her soi

raises his hard work

-~

e

Neersj s mother Saroj Devi struck an emotional chord and
touched billions of hearts with remarks about Arshad Nadeem, who
beat her s0n to win the Ofympic javelin gold. *Nadeem is also good,

e plays well

. we are very happy with the sitver, the ore who got
goid i= also our chid _all are sthictes,

. all work hard.™

LOVING SUPPORT
Arshad’s mother savs she praved
for her ‘son’ Neeraij also

=

~
Raziah Parveen, Arshac’s mother, said she was praying for Neeraj
lso. Wo (Neeraj) mere bete ka dost bix hoi cur biai Bhi Moin
dany ke iye ducven kar rohi i~ (He is both 3 friend and 2 brother
o my son. | was praying for both of them)” Razish told the
web-based Independent Urdu after her son's feat.

DESERVING HONOUR
Sreejesh and Manu to carry the
flag at the Closing Ceremon

RELTERS.
-~

jourt flag-bearer with ace shooter May
Clasing Ceremany. 104 president PT um 543 Sronjaiii s bl n

Sing
the Chet de Miztion Gagan Narang, and the entire indian comtingent.

RUN CONTINLES
Chen’s 3m sprin; ard gold

medal

ves

China seventh di

GETTY msces.

[
it Viiems i il Mo Vi i it s i oiare]
on hin. e in the 2024
vents 40 seven Alsstralia's Maddison Keeney took sibrar and Chen's
teammste Chang ¥ani took bronze. Chen who finished with 376
Points was the only dwer who scored ower 70 points in each round.

Aman keeps Indla and Chhatrasal’s flag flying high

insatiable humger: Smarting from his lass in the last-fous bout, Aman

PRRIS 2024

PARES

Thursday
up against former Olympic
sifver medallist Rei Higuchi
barely

boul vas stopped — the Ja-
ese declared winner by
(echnml superl.orlly

There was no time for
self pity. The 2I-year-old
rushed out and began his
welght control regime. He
had 1.5 kilos to lose before
Friday morning’s weigh in
so that he could make
weight for the bronze meal
bout. Aman wasn't taking
any chances.

He pulled on his black

scales three hours later, he
saw what he was looking
for. 56.80. He didn’t drink
nor ear, but importantdy
he went to bed relieved.

do,” said coach Virender
smgh_

retentiess like a pitbull

Only after he passed his
weigh in, did Aman drink

ting medallists including

something. By evening, he list Sushil Kumar, 2012
was ready to go. bronze medallist Yogesh-
That sucked for his op-  war Dutt, Tokyo silver me-
ponent Darian Toi Cruz of  dallist Ravi Dahiva and
Puerto Rico. A former col-  bronze medallist Bajrang

leglate champion in th Punia.
USA. he is good. But the In- All of them have
had a hunger em, an akhara

that Is to Indian wrestling

dian
would not be satiated by
food what La Massia is to Span-

Cruz a chal-  ish football.

lenge carly on and even led

32 but Aman was relent-  No easy days

less like a pitbull He keeps  There are no easy days at
c khara in New

Cruz's neck andsap-  Delhi. It is an all male boot

ping his TEY. As U camp. The b live

fight on, the Indian’s  cramped five or more to a

pace took its toll. A close  room. In the winter you

fight at 65 became a blo-  shiver. In the summer you

wout as Aman racked up  sweat. The place smells
after of sweat.

There’s no place for

ceakness or sofiness here.

If you think you are spe-

w \\1n l3 5.
thus joins an elite
Hist of men's Olympic

it before dominating Cruz for the 57kg bronze

=21y 1m 14d
=

Pt

o 2016

= 22y 4m 1
Saina Netrmat
Broeze. London 2012

racked up takedown after takedown agsiret Cruz. STU RAIKDMRAR

cial, you will be quickly cut
to size. There’s always so-
meone as as you.
Wwilling to do more than

Chhatrasal, Aman's life re-
volved around training
and competition. “He has
almost no He

ta at the Asian qualifers but
started preparing right af-
ter for the World Olympic

you. You do what you have
to do or you

has singular minded focus
on training.” says Praveen
Kumar, one of the coaches.
at Chhatra:

~Chhatrasal Stadium is

his uncle. Although e had

me

the only purpose he was  li. I don't agree. 1 make it
brought there. He had

nowhere else to

s past is indeed

2022. He even started mak-
at the interna-

he arrived at — becoming In-

c gold in  gualifers and won the

2023,
His exploits e, him Placed in = soagh group
the only real concession  in Paris, he once again did
rasal provides it's  what he had to do both on

best athletes — a prefabri-
cated room which he only
had to share with two n!.h-
ers. On its wall Ama
handpainted posterof e
pic rings. Below it with the bronze medal
— n English — he wrote “If  a
It was easy everyone
would do it”.

But while he dreamt of

the mat and outside. By

the time he was done with

the comperition he had as

2 Semet & wav e o
of his nose

the Olympics, he hadtoget  much. Aman said he’ll go
through his biggest chal-  back to the same room he
yet. Felflow Chl - r ath-

. “I'm going to win a
medal next time,” he
He missed out on a quo-

Hockey and India’s

PARIS

in the last half a century,
the Indian

here.
history and

-ountrymen
react emotionally o an
Olympic high 5.

when  indian
plungad o1
ualifying

_hockey

fot the Boljing
e thes Union
S. eh 1}

As the national side
overcame odds
slalllng from its  disap-
ting outing in the
Rome World Cup in Janu.
ary last being
groomed by a new coach
with abowut a year left for

tha Clympics, b finally S
ent

emotional

Indian hockey te:
tain and Hockey ndia 410 “Our.
president Dilip Tirkey.

eeper P.R. Sree-
Jesh, who retired from in-
ternational hockey on a
high after defending India wina
thnicatiex. biviose warilel, A See leeln We care (for)
win, nicely puts the compa- ;

T batben ekt S Thats really Haparcant for

support.
o Now, HI wamts 0 cash i
success to prepare
playets and coaches, by ex-

ing them to top brand

game. But the media

others are

india
for big events in future.
“Our preparations for Los

Angeles 2028 begin now.”
said Tirkey.

1 think, financial. When it
comes to hockey, we"ve got
the emotions. The entire
country attaches to the

Amx




DESERVING HONOUR

Sreejesh and Manu to carry the
flag at the Closing Ceremony

REUTERS

The Indian Olympic Association has nominated P.R. Sreejesh as the
joint flag-bearer with ace shooter Manu Bhaker for the Paris Games
Closing Ceremony. I0A president PT. Usha said Sreejesh was both an
emotional and popular choice within the IOA leadership, including
the Chef de Mission Gagan Narang, and the entire Indian contingent.



India’s youngest individual
Olympic medallists

= 21y 1m 14d
PV. Sindhu = 21y 24d
Silver, Rio 2016 Aman Sehrawat
Bronze,

= 22y 4m 18d Paris 2024
Saina Nehwal
Bronze, London 2012

= 22y 5m 10d
Manu Bhaker
Bronze, Paris 2024

= 22y 9m 24d
Vijender Singh
Bronze, Beijing 2008
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JAILED SINCE FEBRUARY 2023
SC grants bail to AAP
leader Sisodia in both
CBIl and ED cases
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China takes Europe’'s
EV tariffs to WTO as
trade tensions rise

UARD INTEF
India IT firms' revenues
from Europe see
sequential decline
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Laws to

eeaerline svcvicas
rmance standards, including
Sioing v to four for

AUTOMAKERS TO THRASH OUT ISSUES ON SUNDAY

UP calls truce meet to
douse hybrid-EV fire

Tata Motors, M&M had
opposed registration
fee waiver on hybrids

Sagdishan said on Friday that the
Stability of mets
Cnclartying radliency of e b

IMPORT OF PULSES
MAY FALLTO
4L-£4.S MT IN FY25

AT $674.91 BN,
FOREX RESERVES
AT NEW HIGH

INDIA'S FOREX
RESERVES jumped by
$7 533 billion to a new
record high of

$674.919 billicn for the week
ended August 2, REI said on
Frickay, reports PTL. Moot &
Trent profit rises two-fold;
revenue up 56% races
india Cements posts
2241-cr profit in Q1 race 10
Mamaearth profit jumps
63% to TLO.25 cr race
Grasim profit declines
12% to ¥2,268 cr Pac=10

SWARAS BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, August 9 a
THE UTTAR PRADESH government will
thrash out the difforences between

Tts secent move th walve registration tax
©n hybrid vehicles Until now, sucha con-
cession in the state was only for electric
vehic!

The mecting, convened by the state’s
chief secretary. will be attended by all pas-

the move; Tata Moto:
a

AT OPPOSITE ENDS

Cabinet nod to 30 mn
houses under PMAY-2.0

Railways gets a ¥24.6K cr
boost; eight new
projects announced

FEBUREAU
New Delhi, Avgust ©

THE CABINET ON Friday approved the
revamped Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana -
pes ), atan

expectedto be astormy one

e, an.
Pradhan Mantsi JI-VAN Yojna for advanced
biofuel projects, while zx‘:nd.lug it smple-
5-29.

forthat

and
iy 'undzll\lu(nr India, are

senger vehicle and is
tob. i

are ranged in two camps. While Maruti
Suzuld, Toyota Kirloskar, and Honda Car
India, which make bybrid vehicles and
stand togain from the move, are backing

that companics like Ta
Hyundas
thicis diceid vebicies mamy gat hie i amy s

sty
Soarces in the UP

to hybei

is simple: Hybrid vehicles roughly cost

Desder PAIAY.U 2.0 10 rlfions tes foc
grban poorand miklle-chus fanilics will be

arcund T1.5-3 lakh
i€

=aid
ta Motors, MEM,
Kia, fear that the sale of

Ola Electric makes a
sizzling debut, up 20%

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, August 9

AFTER ASLOW start, Ol Electric Mobils
91,

S ety biising e >ona b uppescionts. Ti

e otering (PO). Market cxperts atd
investor appetite picked up dusing the course
Of the day. At the cnd of Friday's session, Ola

2 market of T40,

2

HITTING THE STREET RUNNING
Ola Electric Mobiity (ntra-day)
91.18

e g o]

cost almost the same.

Continued on Page 10

Blackstone
sells 21% in
Nexus Select
Trust for

2L 455 crore

oyt
0,20 million houses will be

built with 2 total outlay of £3.06 trillion for
FY24-25t0FY28-2

" For PMAY- G

4w

mFor PMAY-G 2.0, 20
milicn houses will be
Duilt with an outlay of
23.06 wrillion for FY24-
250 Fr238-29

mFamilies bel

a house are
sligible to purchase o1
construct a house

under

FMAY-U 2.0.
AT Da

SAT203 el and ctatag matching Cro
of T1 trillion.

2 borme
30 et MRS fmvmiien tatning

P
lakhat Errd

the
loans for EWS/
25

railways minister Astiems Vaishomy said that
a

e e

1n addition, the cor fund of Credit Risk
Guarantee Fund Trust (CRGFT) has been
B z3

provide benefit of credit risk

S push button.

" For PMAY-G 2.0, financial assistance is tc

be provided for the construction houses ai
z = -

g
arcas and T13 lakh in North Eastermn Regios
States and Hill States of Himachal Pradesh

ing ﬁ.ummmp..

Fa to EWS/LIG/Middle
ncome Group (MIGH- scgments having no

BHAVISH AGGARWAL,
FOUNDER. OLA ELECTRIC
~

_TODAY IT FEELS LIKE AN

6 crore.
The clectric two-wheeles manufacturer, EECRUTANT I T A
backed SoftBank RESPONSIBILITY TO DOUSLE
Group and Tiger Global DOWN ON CUR
D-St debut ’“‘;‘:8:‘;;‘ - ‘;4 ASPIRATIONS
i up T6.145.5 crore via the
mints 20 10 This is among the AND TO BUILD -
S biggest raises via an 1IPO THE COUNTRY
mracse tho pastycarand the OF OUR
first by an auto firm in DREAMS.
two decade: 3
Ane haugh the secondary markets have —an &
Open 75.99 P
good business models are finding good
demand £ Tetasl and institutional  ingthe supply of
imvestoes. So fax in the casrent yeas, cmrpa- Oie T casd i the Deafe Red Herring
s ised some 55, ia 1POs, (DRHP) it would be using
twice the n 5 around T1,600 for rescarch and develop

©€2023.
The Ola IPO attracted marquee anchor
investors, including funds linked to Nomura
1 and SBI

ment (R&D).An amount of T1,227.6 crove is
to be set a: expansion of its man
ufac\urlng capacity at the Tamil Nadu

Mutual

Y. 1t wwill aleo be repaying debe to
the tune of T800 croi

Equity MF inflows in July fall 8.6% m-o-m

INFLOWS INTO equity rrnstual funds in Julyat
¥37.113 crore wese the second highest
monthly numbess ever and marked the 415t
straight month of inflows, reports Vivek
[r——

arecord 9.34 crore.

strategses. SIP contributions reaching an all-

& KISHOR KADAM
Mumbai, August 9

TWO ENTITIES OF Blackstone sokd
2X06 glake S M Selcce ot A
real estate investment tru:

fored (REFT) by the US based
investos, according to bulk deal

yare efi-

Jamm &
Raihmie and L ad e,

Continuation of the scheme beyone
March, 2026 after cvahsation of the PAMAY
G by the NITI Aayog re-appraisal of the
scheme by EFC.

Equities continue weekly fall

DOMESTIC EQUITIES
RECORDED a second

data rele. by on
Friday. Blackstone raised 4,455
crore through the sale. The units
yrere mld at ¥138 apiece against a
cor prace

cmtone = stake in the REIT

has come down from 43.1% to
2290 aft
Foreign

lnv:skors such as
.

week of losses
despite a relief rally on
Friday as a siew of global
factors kept investors
Fttery throughout the
week_The Sensex ended
the week 1.69% lower, while
the Nifty fell 1.4%. The

lry,w:llx Fargo and others bought

. too, saw
seliing pressure as the BSE

iy purchased included ICIC1

Prudential Mutual Fund, HDFC
MutuatPund

sale happencd at 2 4-3%

ng

T137.88 on Friday,
lown from Thursday's

e has exited its hold-
ings in its listed REITs, including
mbassy Office Parks REIT and
Mindspace Business Parks REIT.
Nexus Seloct Trust hasa portfo-
Lio of 17 centres with 2 space of
t 10 maillion: foct as on
Jone 2024,

ver, 8.

into systematic investment
Pianes (ST6) Fit a recoed high of £23.332 crore
i 1096 from |

Association of Mustisal Funds in India (Am)
Showed Th s

plliess S Stall Trwostomty Venkat: Clia-

i, chief executive of Amfi, sail
OFthe cotal couity infiows 0f 37,113 crare,
T16,565 crore came in through the 15 new
fund offers (NFOs) launched by several fund
ing uly. mPages

DEMOGRAPHIC CcO

Against T282.52 crore during the
QiFv2a.

MIC TAILWINDS AIDING SHIFT

fell 19%
and the BSE Midcap inde:
dropped 1%. o tod the
selling spree as they sold
shares worth around $1
biltion.
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From PepsiCo to P&G, India next big growth bet as China lags

ANANYA MARIAM RAJESH
Augusts

INDIA HAS BECOME the next big
bet for PepsiCa, Unilever and other

INDIA CALLING
-na}o:ﬂw er goods companies

ndia sre expecting 2

kaged goods giants looking to

MPERSONAL FINANCE, P9

=

Coca-Cota, PEG, PepsiC

=The combined S Mookt 65 20 535 2023
market share from 19.279% in 2022, mainly in
ofthe top five are, cons:

categories, according to research
iDat:

South Asia, at Kantar's Worldpane
DXiviilon. Motk th cetase s rieesl
segments in India

rowt ¢ rascal has Farcd = lietle

Clidat Py Coica ol i
o= to incrcase the sholf e o
e products and Nestle's plans tc

Nespresso atyear

A
owth has  hold penctration in India incre:

i the growth vacuum left by an Iz -Colta, P&S, firm GiobaiData.
even recovery in China. mConsumer goods mreste PepsiCo. Unilever Their total market share in
With India's cconomy expand-  companies have plans to is o f
ingatthe fastest pace AMOOEMAGr  also been puUmEing introdues its forecastto shrinkto  in 2023 from 4.3796 in 2022, the
emerging markets, companics aTe ey to India el L. 30% datashowed.
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* The historic Jaisalmer Fort in Rajasthan, experienced a collapse of its
walls following heavy rainfall, highlighting the need for better
maintenance and preservation of this UNESCO World Heritage Site.

* The collapse is attributed to weakened walls due to a lack of proper
maintenance

* . The Jaisalmer Fort is India’s only ‘living” fort, with residents living
within its walls, making its maintenance crucial for their safety.



* Built in 1156 AD by Raja Rawal Singh, the fort was strategically
constructed to protect the kingdom from invasions.

* It was an important trade centre along the Silk Route, connecting
India with Central Asia.

* Constructed from yellow sandstone that changes colour with sunlight,
the fort appears golden, earning it the name "Sonar Quila" or "Golden
Fort."



* The Raj Mahal (Royal Palace) is the largest palace within the fort, featuring ornate
balconies and intricate carvings. It is a splendid example of medieval Rajasthani
architecture, featuring a remarkable blend of Islamic and Rajput style influences.



* The hill forts of Rajasthan, including Chittor, Kumbhalgarh, Ranthambore,
Gagron, Amer, and Jaisalmer Forts, were designated as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site in 2013.



Kasturi Cotton
Bharat Initiative




* The Kasturi Cotton Bharat programme of the Ministry of Textiles is a
pioneering effort in traceability, certification and branding of Indian
cotton. It is a collaboration between the Government of India (Cotton
Corporation of India), trade bodies, and industry to enhance cotton

traceability and certification.

* A microsite with QR code verification and a blockchain platform has
been developed for end-to-end traceability and transaction

certification.



* Approximately 343 modernised ginning and pressing units are registered,
including 15 units in Andhra Pradesh.

e Around 100 bales from Andhra Pradesh have been certified under the Kasturi
Cotton Bharat brand.

* Cotton is a vital crop in India, contributing to 25% of global production
and is known as "White-Gold" for its economic value. It thrives in hot,
sunny climates and various soil types but is sensitive to waterlogging.
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* Recently, the Union Minister informed that India’s installed
renewable energy capacity has increased by 165% over the
past decade, rising from 76.38 Gigawatts (GW) in 2014 to
203.1 GW in 2024.



» Solar Power: Back in March 2014, Solar power generation
was 2.82 GW, and it is around 85.47 GW of solar power in June
2024. That's nearly 30 times the original capacity.

 India achieved 4th position globally in RE (Renewable Energy)
Installed Capacity.

 Wind Power: Wind turbines have been spinning their way to
success too. It has surged from 21.04 GW to a breezy 46.66
GW In the same period.

 India achieved 5th position globally in it.



 For the first time ever, India has surpassed the 200 GW mark
from non-fossil fuel sources. It includes:
« 85.47 GW of solar power
* 46.93 GW of large hydro
« 46.66 GW of wind power
« 10.95 GW of biopower
« 5.00 GW of small hydropower



* Budget and Tariff

* The budgetary allocation for the Ministry of Renewable Energy
has doubled from Rs10,000 crores last year to more than
Rs20,000 crores this year.

 Solar power tariffs have gone from Rs. 10.95 per unit in 2010-
11 to a mere Rs. 2.60 in 2023-24.



 India Towards a Greener Future
— India aims to reach a non-fossil fuel energy capacity of 500
GW by 2030 and fulfil at least half of its energy requirements
via renewable energy by 2030 at the COP26.
— To achieve this ambitious target, the MNRE is targeting the
bidding of around 50 GW of renewable energy projects per
annum.



* — [t Is a significant increase from the previous target of 450 GW.
— The plan involves an investment of at least ¥2.44 lakh crore or
R2.44 trillion.

— India’s renewable energy sector has the potential to employ
around one million people by 2030, and most of the new jobs

would be generated by small-scale renewable energy
projects.



 Government Efforts in India’s Renewable Energy Sector

 Permitting FDI: India has permitted FDI up to 100% under the
automatic route to attract foreign investments.

 Walver of Inter State Transmission System (ISTS)
charges: For inter-state sale of solar and wind power for
projects, ISTS charges have been waived off.



Project PARI




* Recently, Project PARI was initiated on the occasion of the 46th
Session of the World Heritage Committee Meeting,

* About Project PAR

* The Project PARI (Public Art of India) was launched by the
Ministry of Culture.

* It Is managed by Lalit Kala Akademi and National Gallery of
Modern Art.




 Art Forms: Includes traditional and contemporary art such as
Phad paintings, Thangka paintings, Warli art, Gond Art, Alpona
art, Cheriyal painting, Tanjore paintings, Kalamkari, Pithora Art,
and Kerala Murals.

* Objective: To celebrate and enhance the public art scene by
blending India’s cultural heritage with contemporary themes
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* The International Day of the
World’s Indigenous Peoples is
observed on August 9 every year.

* About

 The day aws chosen in recognition
of the first meeting of the UN
Working Group on Indigenous
Populations held in Geneva in

h .



« The day recognises the unique cultures, languages, and
traditions of Indigenous peoples, as well as their contributions to
global diversity and sustainable development.

 Moreover, the day serves as a call to action for governments,
organizations, and individuals to uphold the rights of
Indigenous peoples, promote their empowerment, and work
towards achieving justice, equality, and reconciliation.



* About the Indigenous Peoples
 Indigenous Peoples are
Inheritors and practitioners of O
unique cultures and ways of

relating to people and the
environment.

* They reside in remote forests

rich in natural resources

In Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, |
Ecuador, India, Indonesia,

Papua New Guinea, Peru and

Venezuela.



* There are an estimated 476
million Indigenous Peoples in
the world living across 90
countries. They make up less
than 6 percent of the world’s
population, but account for at
least 15 percent of the poorest




Lower Coffee Production in
India




* The Coffee Board of

ndia hinted that coffee
production for 2024-25 may
e significantly lower.

 There has been a considerable
loss of plants and berries on
account of high temperature,
heavy rainfall and landslides in

the Wayanad. I |




 Coffee Production in India

* India became the world’s eighth largest coffee grower during
2022-2023.

* Indian coffee is one of the best coffees in the world owing to
Its high quality and pertains to being premium in the
International markets. India produces two types of coffee:
Arabica and Robusta.

« Karnataka accounts for 70% of the country’s total coffee
production, while Kerala is the second-largest producer with a
contribution of 23%.



« Tamil Nadu is the third-largest producer with 5% of India’s total coffee
production.

* Climatic Conditions: Coffee plants thrive in temperatures
ranging from 15°C to 24°C. Extreme temperatures outside this
range can adversely affect growth and yield.

 India cultivates all of its coffee under a well-defined two-tier mixed
shade canopy, comprising evergreen leguminous trees.



e Coffee Board of India

« Government of India established the ‘Coffee Board’ through a
constitutional act “Coffee Act VIl of 1942” under the
administrative control of the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.

* The Board comprises 33 members including the Chairman and
the Secretary & Chief Executive Officer.

* |t IS an organisation that promotes coffee production in India.
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« Acomprehensive survey of Lake Turkana, Africa’s fourth-
largest lake, has been conducted for the first time in 50
years, revealing high fish potential.

* Led by UNESCO and the World Food Programme, and funded
by the Dutch Government, the 10-year project aims to
enhance the economic well-being and food security of the
region’s population.




 Lake Turkana is the largest desert lake in the world and
IS known for 1ts unigue greenish-blue colour.

* [t Is part of the Omo-Turkana basin, which stretches into four
countries: Ethiopia, Kenya, South Sudan and Uganda
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Ephemeral (adjective)

* Definition: Lasting for a very short time.

* Example sentence: The beauty of the sunset was ephemeral,
disappearing within minutes as the night took over.

* 40
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Host City Repeating: London is the
only city to have hosted the
Summer Olympics three times: in

1908, 1948, and 2012.
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