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IIT-Madras Ranking

Retained top spot in NIRF ranking for the sixth consecutive 
year.

IIT-Madras is the best educational institution in India since 
2019.

Retained first position in engineering category for the ninth 
year since 2016



2024 NIRF Rankings

Rankings released by Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan.

IIT-Madras topped overall and engineering categories.

IISc Bengaluru:

• Topped the universities and research categories.

New Categories Introduced:

• Open universities, skill universities, and state public universities.

Consideration for Next Year:

• "Sustainability" as a criterion in rankings.



Top Institutions in Specific CategoriesTop

IIM-Ahmedabad: Top management institute for the fifth consecutive year.Top

AIIMS, New Delhi: Best place to study medical sciences for the seventh consecutive year.Place

IIT-Bombay: Best 'innovational institution.'Best

Jamia Hamdard, New Delhi: Best college for pharmacy.Best

Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences, Chennai: Best college for dental science.Best

India Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi: Best institution for agriculture and allied sectors.Best

National Law School of India University, Bengaluru: Best law school for the seventh year.Law



Increased Participation

6,517 institutions participated in 2024 rankings.

Total of 10,845 applications for rankings across various 
categories.

Highlighted by Ministry as a "noticeable increase" in institutional 
participation.

Consideration to include institutions from neighboring countries 
in the rankings for comprehensiveness.



Best Universities by Category

State Public Universities: Anna University, Chennai.

Open University: Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), New Delhi.

Skill University: Symbiosis Skill and Professional University, Pune.

Top Universities:

• Jadavpur University, Kolkata

• Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune

• Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi



• Consider the following statements regarding the National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 
2024:

1. IIT-Madras has retained the top position in the overall NIRF rankings for the sixth consecutive year.

2. The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Bengaluru has topped both the universities and research 
categories.

3. AIIMS, New Delhi, has been ranked the best place to study medical sciences for the tenth 
consecutive year.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• Answer:

• a) 1 and 2 only

• b) 2 and 3 only

• c) 1 and 3 only

• d) 1, 2, and 3











Rooted in the Soviet model, the 
Chinese system relies on the 

state to scout tens of thousands 
of children for full-time training 

at more than 2,000 
government-run sports schools.

To maximize its golden harvest, 
Beijing has focused on less 
prominent sports that are 

underfunded in the West or 
sports that offer multiple 

Olympic gold medals.



More than two-thirds of China’s golds have come courtesy of 
female champions, and nearly 70 percent of its Tokyo delegation 

are women.

It’s no coincidence that nearly 75 percent of the Olympic golds 
China has won since 1984 are in just six sports: table tennis, 
shooting, diving, badminton, gymnastics and weight lifting. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/01/sports/olympics/badminton-gold-taiwan-china.html
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• The Paris Olympics 2024 have concluded with India finishing 71st in 
the medal tally, a decline from its 48th place in Tokyo 2020. 

• Despite winning six medals, including one silver and five bronze, the 
nation experienced several near misses and disheartening outcomes 
that have sparked discussions about the future of Indian sports.





• To date, India has won a total of 41 Olympic medals. Notable milestones 
include Norman Pritchard's Silver Medals (1900 Paris), KD Jadhav's 
Bronze (1952 Helsinki), Karnam Malleswari's Bronze (2000 Sydney), 
Abhinav Bindra's Gold (2008 Beijing), and Neeraj Chopra's Gold (2020 
Tokyo).



• Men's Hockey has won 13 medals, including eight golds, and Wrestling 
has won eight medals. India's best-ever Olympic performance was at 
Tokyo 2020, with seven medals, including one gold. India's second-best 
performance was in the 2012 London Olympics when it won six 
medals(two silver and four bronze).



• Why India Struggles to Secure Olympic Medals?

• Talent Identification:

• Infrastructure and Resources

• Cricket’s Dominance

• Insufficient Sports Policies:

• Long-term Development:

• Corruption and Politics in Sports Administration 

• Absence of a Sports Culture



• Consider the following statements in respect of the Laureus World Sports Award which was instituted in 
the year 2000: (2021)

1. American golfer Tiger Woods was the first winner of this award.

2. The award was received mostly by ‘Formula One’ players so far.

3. Roger Federer received this award maximum number of times compared to others.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2 and 3









POCSO Act came into effect on 
14th November 2012 which 
was enacted in consequence 

to India’s ratification of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of 

the Child in 1992. 

The aim of this special law is 
to address offences of sexual 
exploitation and sexual abuse 
of children, which were either 
not specifically defined or in 

adequately penalised.



• The Act defines a child as any person below the age of 18 years. 

• The Act provides punishment as per the gravity of offence.

• The Act was further reviewed and amended in 2019 to Introduce more 
stringent punishment including the death penalty for Committing sexual 
crimes on children, with a view to deter the perpetrators & prevent such 
crimes against children.



• What are the Initiatives to Curb Child Abuse?

• Child Abuse Prevention and Investigation Unit

• Beti Bachao Beti Padhao

• The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 

• Child Marriage Prohibition Act (2006) 

• Child Labour Prohibition and Regulation Act, 2016 

• POCSO Courts under Special Fast Track Courts.









• Bharti Global's Acquisition

• Bharti Global, the investment arm of Bharti Enterprises, to acquire a 
24.5% stake in Britain's BT Group.

• The acquisition is valued at approximately $4 billion (₹31,850 crore).

• This deal makes Bharti one of the largest outbound deals by an Indian 
company.



• Details of the Deal

• Bharti Global has entered into a binding agreement with Altice UK.

• The initial acquisition involves a 9.99% stake in BT Group.

• The remaining 14.51% stake will be acquired after regulatory 
clearances.

• Bharti does not intend to seek a board seat with BT Group.



• Strategic Importance

• Sunil Bharti Mittal, Chairman of Bharti Enterprises, highlights the 
strategic importance of this acquisition.

• The UK market has a smaller growth rate but offers high revenue 
opportunities.

• BT Group generates around $25 billion in revenue and $10 billion in 
profit annually.

• Bharti sees this as a long-term investment with potential for growth in 
the UK market.



• Operational and Market Synergies

• Bharti identifies similarities between the operations of Airtel and BT 
in broadband and mobile services.

• BT owns 30 million homes on fiber broadband and has a broad 
wholesale fiber open reach, with strong mobile and enterprise 
segments.

• Bharti intends to add value without directly engaging in BT's 
operations or seeking help from BT.



• Future Outlook

• Bharti's immediate focus remains on India, particularly completing 5G 
rollout, 4G gap closure, and expanding fiber coverage.

• Bharti may consider a global opportunity for Airtel as the Indian 
market stabilizes.

• Bharti's relationship with BT dates back over two decades, with Bharti 
previously holding a stake in BT's mobile arm, Airtel.



• Consider the following statements regarding Bharti Global's acquisition of a stake in Britain's BT 
Group:

1. Bharti Global is set to acquire a 24.5% stake in BT Group, making it one of the largest outbound 
deals by an Indian company.

2. The acquisition deal is valued at approximately $2 billion.

3. Bharti Global plans to seek a board seat in BT Group as part of the acquisition agreement.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 only

• b) 1 and 2 only

• c) 1 and 3 only

• d) 2 and 3 only





China's Civilian Cargo Drone Test Flight

China conducted a test flight for its largest unmanned cargo aircraft designed 
for civilian use.

The aircraft, developed by Sichuan Tengden Sci-tech Innovation Co., took off 
from southwestern Sichuan province.

The test flight lasted about 20 minutes.



• Drone Specifications

• The twin-engine aircraft has a payload capacity of 2 metric tonnes.

• Dimensions: Wingspan of 16.1 meters (52.8 feet) and a height of 4.6 
meters (15 feet).

• The drone is larger than the Cessna 172, the world’s most popular 
light aircraft.

• Completely government-funded and designed for future expansion.



• China's Low-Altitude Economy Push

• The government is pushing for a low-altitude economy with an 
expected expansion to a $279 billion industry by 2030.

• A new growth engine for the low-altitude economy has been 
identified, especially in areas like passenger transport and cargo 
deliveries.

• Over 2,000 enterprises in China are involved in UAV development or 
manufacture.



Future Plans and Developments

The Aviation Industry Corp of China (AVIC) is planning to test an even larger 
cargo drone, the TP2000, in 2024, capable of carrying up to 20 tonnes.

The government is promoting the development of autonomous aerial 
vehicles (AAVs) as a significant force in transportation.

EHang Holdings and Phoenix Wings have also made significant strides in the 
UAV sector.



Industry Growth and Expansion

The Civil Aviation Administration of China issued its first production 
certificate to EHang Holdings for a passenger-carrying drone.

In 2023, UAV delivery services, like SF Express’s Fengzhou-90 drones, 
began transporting fresh produce within China.

The industry is poised for significant growth, with a focus on urban 
mobility and cargo solutions.



• Consider the following statements regarding China's development of civilian cargo drones:

1. The largest unmanned civilian cargo aircraft in China has a payload capacity of 2 metric tonnes and is 
developed by Sichuan Tengden Sci-tech Innovation Co.

2. The Chinese government aims to expand its low-altitude economy to a $279 billion industry by 2030.

3. The TP2000, China’s largest planned cargo drone, is set to carry up to 5 tonnes of cargo over a distance 
of 2,000 km.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only

• b) 2 and 3 only

• c) 1 and 3 only

• d) 1, 2, and 3



World Biofuels Day 2024



Recently, World Biofuel Day was observed on 10th August 2024. It 
aims to raise awareness about non-fossil fuels as sustainable 
energy alternatives and to highlight government initiatives that 
support the biofuel industry.

The day also commemorates the successful operation of an engine 
on peanut oil by German engineer Sir Rudolf Diesel on 9th August 
1893.





• What are Biofuels?

• About:

• Biofuels are the fuel derived from the biomass of plants or animal wastes.

• It is commonly produced from corn, sugarcane and animal waste like cow dung.

• These come under renewable sources of energy.

•



• Significance:

• Environmental Benefits

• Energy Security

• Economic Benefits





Given below are the names of four energy crops. Which one of them can 
be cultivated for ethanol? (2010)

(a) Jatropha
(b) Maize
(c) Pongamia
(d) Sunflower



• According to India’s National Policy on Biofuels, which of 
the following can be used as raw materials for the 
production of biofuels? (2020)

1. Cassava

2. Damaged wheat grains

3. Groundnut seeds

4. Horse gram

5. Rotten potatoes

6. Sugar beet

• Select the correct answer using the code given below:

• (a) 1, 2, 5 and 6 only
(b) 1, 3, 4 and 6 only
(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6



Timor-Leste 
Bestows Top 
Civilian Honor on 
President Murmu



• Recently, President Horta of Timor-Leste awarded President Droupadi
Murmu the Grand-Collar of the Order of Timor-Leste, recognizing her 
contributions to public service, education, and women's 
empowerment.

• President Murmu and Prime Minister Gusmão observed the signing 
of three MoUs covering Cultural Exchanges, the collaboration 
between Prasar Bharati and Timor-Leste Radio & Television (RTTL), 
and visa exemptions for diplomatic, official, and service passports.





1975

East Timor, colonised by Portugal in the 18th century, 
was annexed by Indonesia in 1975 after Portugal 

withdrew, leading to a long struggle for 
independence.

1999

In a 1999 UN-supervised referendum, East Timorese 
voted for independence, which led to further 

violence until peace-keeping forces intervened, and 
the country was officially recognized by the UN in 

2002.



World Elephant Day



The theme for 2024 is “Personifying prehistoric beauty, 
theological relevance, and environmental importance”.

India is home to about 60% of the world's Asian elephant 
population, with an estimated 27,312 individuals as per 
the 2017 census and 138 identified elephant corridors.



Elephants have a gestation period of about 22 
months, the longest of any land animal. 

Asian elephants(Indian) are classified as Endangered 
on the IUCN Red List due to habitat loss, human-
elephant conflict, and poaching.











Nankai Trough



Recently, Japan issued its first-ever ‘megaquake advisory’ of strong shaking 
and large tsunamis on the Nankai Trough, a subduction zone.

It is an underwater subduction zone, is characterised by subduction of 
multiple geological units of the Philippine Sea Plate (the Kyushu-Palau Ridge, 
the Shikoku Basin, the Kinan Seamount Chain, and the Izu-Bonin Arc) beneath 
the Eurasian Plate in the southwest of Japan.

• It accumulates tectonic stress which can cause a megaquake — an earthquake with a 
magnitude larger than 8.





Nankai Trough has a history of producing such 
megaquakes roughly every 100 to 150 years. They often come 
in pairs.

• The second quake, following the first, tends to rupture within the subsequent 
two years. The last ‘twin’ earthquakes occurred back in 1944 and 1946.

Japan is a country used to earthquakes. It sits on the Ring of 
Fire and, as a result, experiences about 1,500 earthquakes a 
year.



Exercise Udara Shakti



• The Indian Air Force (IAF) contingent returned to India after 
successfully participating in the Exercise Udara Shakti 2024.

• About

• The joint air exercise was conducted in collaboration with the 
Royal Malaysian Air Force (RMAF) at Kuantan, Malaysia.

• The primary focus of the exercise was to bolster operational 
efficiency and enhance the technical expertise of both air 
forces.

•



Movie 
Laapataa 
Ladies 
Screened at 
Supreme 
Court



• Kiran Rao’s film Laapataa Ladies was screened at the 
Supreme Court of India recently.

• Laapataa Ladies, set in 2001, follows the story of two brides 
swapped in a train.

• Laapataa Ladies explores several ethical aspects through 
its narrative, including:



1.Gender Equality: The film addresses the issues of gender roles and 
expectations in society, challenging traditional norms and advocating for 
equality between men and women.

2.Human Rights: The storyline highlights the basic rights of individuals, 
particularly women, emphasizing their right to make choices about their 
lives and bodies.

3.Social Justice: The film sheds light on the marginalization and 
exploitation of women, urging for a more just and fair society where 
everyone has equal opportunities.

•



Cultural Sensitivity: By setting the story in a fictitious state, the film 
draws attention to the cultural nuances and the ethical treatment of 
individuals within different societal structures.

Moral Responsibility: The characters in the film face moral dilemmas, 
particularly in dealing with the consequences of the bride swap, raising 
questions about responsibility and ethical decision-making.

Empathy and Compassion: The narrative encourages viewers to 
empathize with the characters’ situations, promoting understanding 
and compassion for those facing challenging circumstances.

Individual Autonomy: The film touches on the importance of personal 
autonomy and the right to self-determination, especially for women in 
a patriarchal society.



• Ameliorate (verb)
Definition: To make something bad or unsatisfactory better.
Example sentence: The government introduced new policies to 
ameliorate the effects of the economic crisis on low-income families.



Fun fact 
Fun fact 



• The Most Decorated Olympian: 
American swimmer Michael Phelps 
holds the record for the most 
Olympic medals won by an 
individual, with 28 medals, 
including 23 golds, earned between 
2004 and 2016.
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Thank you 
guys.


