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• Glitch in Civil Registration System (CRS) Portal

• The CRS, a centralized portal by the Union government for registering 
births and deaths, has been experiencing glitches for the past four 
months.

• This malfunction has led to delays in issuing birth and death 
certificates across several states.



• Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Act, 2023

• As per the 2023 amendment, all births and deaths from October 1, 
2023, must be registered digitally through crsorgi.gov.in.

• 23 states and six Union Territories have migrated to this system.

• Some states like Tamil Nadu, with their own portals, still send data to 
the Centre in real-time.



Issues Reported by States

Bihar: Migration to the new portal on June 10 has led to a backlog due to the 
slow system and frequent errors.

Nagaland: Migrated on May 13 and has faced issues such as the inability to 
issue certificates for days.

Chhattisgarh: Migration in March 2023 resulted in ongoing teething problems, 
with the system often freezing.



• Impact on Public Services

• Public registrars face pressure due to the delays and glitches, leading to public 
dissatisfaction.

• Thousands of certificates are being generated daily, but minor issues persist due to the 
new system's implementation.

• In Noida, Uttar Pradesh, the portal has been down for over a month.



• Future of Digital Birth Certificates

• The digital birth certificate will serve as a single document for various 
purposes, including educational admission, employment, and 
marriage registration.

• The central database will also update the National Population Register 
(NPR).

• The NPR is part of the steps towards creating the National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) under the Citizenship Act.



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent developments in the 
Civil Registration System (CRS) in India:

1.The Civil Registration System (CRS) has been experiencing glitches, causing 
delays in issuing birth and death certificates.

2.As per the Registration of Births and Deaths (Amendment) Act, 2023, all 
reported births and deaths in India from October 1, 2023, must be digitally 
registered.

3.The digital birth certificates generated through the CRS portal will serve as a 
single document for purposes such as educational admission and marriage 
registration.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?
• a) 1 and 2 only
• b) 2 and 3 only
• c) 1 and 3 only
• d) 1, 2, and 3







• Bombay High Court Ruling on Egg or Sperm Donors

• The Bombay High Court ruled that donating eggs or sperm does not 
give the donor any legal right to claim biological parenthood of the 
child.

• The court dismissed the argument of a woman who donated eggs to 
her sister, claiming to be the biological mother of the twins born 
through surrogacy.



• Case Background

• The petitioner, who had donated her eggs to her sister and brother-
in-law, filed a plea for visitation rights to her twin daughters born 
through surrogacy.

• The twins were taken by the husband, and the petitioner sought legal 
recognition as their biological mother.



• Legal Considerations

• The court referred to the 2005 National Guidelines for Accreditation, 
Supervision, and Regulation of ART (Assisted Reproductive 
Technology) Clinics in India.

• The guidelines and subsequent Surrogacy Act do not recognize egg or 
sperm donors as biological parents.

• The court emphasized that the donor’s role is limited to being an 
oocyte (egg) donor and does not confer any legal rights to claim 
parenthood.



1.Court’s Decision
1. The court rejected the petitioner’s claim to be the biological mother based 

on the settled legal position.

2. The lower court had earlier denied visitation rights to the petitioner based on 
a misinterpretation of the law.

3. The High Court corrected this and granted the petitioner visitation rights and 
access to her twin daughters.



• Consider the following statements regarding the legal status of egg or 
sperm donors in India:

1.According to the Bombay High Court, donating eggs or sperm grants 
the donor the legal right to claim biological parenthood of the child.

2.The 2005 National Guidelines for ART Clinics in India do not recognize 
egg or sperm donors as biological parents.

3.The Bombay High Court granted visitation rights to a woman who 
donated her eggs to her sister for surrogacy.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only

• b) 2 and 3 only

• c) 1 and 3 only

• d) 1, 2, and 3

















Starbucks CEO Transition

Starbucks announced that Laxman Narasimhan is stepping down as CEO.

Brian Niccol, former head of Chipotle Mexican Grill, has been named as the 
new CEO.

Narasimhan took over as CEO in April of the previous year and was previously 
with Lysol maker Reckitt.



• Challenges Faced by Starbucks

• Starbucks has struggled with declining stock value, losing roughly 20% over 
the last five years.

• The broader market S&P 500 gained more than 80% during the same 
period.

• The decline is attributed to weakening demand in the United States and 
China.

• In China, Starbucks faces competition from rivals offering discounted coffee 
prices, while in the Middle East, its cafes have been subject to boycotts 
related to the Israel-Hamas conflict.



• Role of Elliott Investment Management

• Elliott Investment Management, an activist investor with a sizable stake in Starbucks, 
influenced the management shakeup.

• Elliott had earlier proposed expanding Starbucks's international presence and improving 
governance.

• Reports suggest that Elliott might have allowed Narasimhan to remain as CEO if specific 
conditions were met.



• Brian Niccol’s Background and Expectations

• Niccol, who joined Chipotle in 2018 from Taco Bell, significantly 
boosted Chipotle's sales, reaching nearly $10 billion annually.

• He is known as a "fixer and a doer," expected to bring the same 
energy to Starbucks.

• Starbucks has adjusted its model to focus more on mobile pickup and 
delivery, a strategy that Niccol might continue to refine.



1.Market Reactions and Future Outlook
1. Starbucks stock saw an initial 21% rise in early trading following the 

announcement, although it later erased all gains.

2. Chipotle's shares fell by 2%.

3. Starbucks plans to start its new fiscal year with Niccol at the helm, and CFO 
Rachel Ruggeri will serve as interim CEO until then.



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent management 
changes at Starbucks:

1.Laxman Narasimhan stepped down as Starbucks CEO, and Brian Niccol, 
formerly of Chipotle, has taken over.

2.Starbucks stock has gained more than 80% over the last five years, in 
line with the broader market S&P 500.

3.Elliott Investment Management played a significant role in the 
management shakeup at Starbucks.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• a) 1 and 2 only

• b) 2 and 3 only

• c) 1 and 3 only

• d) 1, 2, and 3





India's EAM Visit to Maldives



• India's External Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar concluded a 
crucial visit to the Maldives. 

• He asserted that the Maldives remains an important partner of India 
in maintaining peace, stability and prosperity in the Indian Ocean 
region.



What are the Key Outcomes of the Visit? 

Water and Sewerage Network: 

Mr Jaishankar and the Maldivian Foreign Minister jointly inaugurated India’s Line of Credit (LoC) 
assisted project of water and sewerage network in 28 islands of Maldives. 

Capacity Building:

A memorandum of Understanding on capacity building of additional 1,000 Maldivian civil servants 
in India was signed.



• Launch of UPI: 

• Both countries agreed to the introduction of UPI in Maldives.

•  Community Development Projects: 

• Six High Impact Community Development Projects (HICDPs) under 
grant assistance by India in the areas of mental health, special 
education, speech therapy and street lighting were jointly 
inaugurated.



• ‘Ek Ped Maa ke Naam’ Initiative:

•  Indian EAM planted a sapling at the Lonuziyaaraiy Park as part of 
Prime Minister Modi’s ‘Ek Ped Maa ke Naam’ initiative and President 
Muizzu’s 5 Million Tree Project. 

• Greater Male Connectivity Project: 

• EAM visited the India-assisted Greater Male Connectivity Project 
(GMCP) site and announced India’s commitment to the progress of 
this flagship development project.



• Infrastructure and Development Projects: The handover of 
water supply and sewerage facilities on 28 islands in the 
Maldives, funded by India, demonstrates India's ongoing 
support for the country's development.
• These projects enhance the local economy and highlight India's role in 

the Maldives' prosperity, marking key milestones in their bilateral 
relationship.

•



• Training 1000 Maldivian Civil Service Officers

• India and Maldives renewed the MoU for the capacity building 
of 1000 Maldives civil services officers during the period 2024-
2029.



• Security Provider: 

• India has a history of providing security assistance, intervening during 
a coup attempt in 1988 through Operation Cactus and conducting 
joint naval exercises for the protection of the Maldives. 

• Joint Exercises include “Ekuverin”, “Dosti” and “Ekatha”.



UNESCO Kalinga Prize for 
Popularisation of Science



The Ministry of Science and Technology (DST) has 
withdrawn its annual contribution to the UNESCO 
Kalinga Prize.

Former Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has 
protested the withdrawal and requested the 
restoration of support.



• About the UNESCO Kalinga Prize for Popularisation of Science

• It was established in 1951 following a donation from Mr. Bijoyanand
Patnaik, Founder and President of the Kalinga Foundation Trust.

• It is UNESCO’s oldest prize.

• The prize winner is selected by UNESCO’s Director-General on the 
recommendation of a five-member jury.

•



The award is presented during the World Science Day celebrations in 
Budapest, alternating with India.

Eligibility: Individuals, institutions, NGOs, or entities making 
significant contributions to science and technology communication.

Donors: Kalinga Foundation Trust,Government of the State of 
Orissa,Government of India (Department of Science and Technology).

Award: Cash prize of US$40,000 and a Kalinga Chair with an 
additional US$5,000,UNESCO-Albert Einstein silver medal.



World’s oldest calendar discovered 
in Turkey



• Archaeologists at Göbekli Tepe, an ancient 
site in Turkey, have possibly discovered the 
world’s oldest calendar, dating back nearly 
13,000 years.

• About

• Göbekli Tepe, often referred to as the 
world’s first temple, features a series of large 
stone pillars adorned with ornate carvings.

• These carvings have long puzzled 
researchers, but recent studies suggest they 
represent an ancient timekeeping system.



The carvings on the pillars include a series of V-shaped symbols, each 
representing a single day. By counting these symbols, researchers identified 
a calendar of 365 days, divided into 12 lunar months with an additional 11 
days.

This system aligns closely with the modern solar calendar, indicating a 
sophisticated understanding of astronomy by the ancient people who 
created it long before the development of written language.



Nagaland’s 
DRTPS 
Initiative



Nagaland became the first state in India to adopt a Disaster Risk 
Transfer Parametric Insurance Solution (DRTPS) by signing an 
MoU with SBI General Insurance.

The insurance aims to protect critical infrastructure and reduce 
economic losses from extreme weather events over a three-year 
period (2024-2027).

Parametric insurance provides a predefined payout when specific 
events, like natural disasters, occur, ensuring quick financial 
support and enhancing the state’s resilience.



The significance of this initiative lies in 
its ability to enhance Nagaland’s 
financial resilience and safeguard 
livelihoods against the increasing 
frequency of extreme weather events

. Providing quick payouts after 
disasters helps ensure rapid recovery 
and reduces economic losses, setting 
a precedent for disaster risk 
management in India.



Grain ATM



The WFP and the Government of Odisha launched India’s first 24/7 ‘Grain 
ATM,’ called ‘Annapurti,’ in Bhubaneswar.

This initiative allows Public Distribution System beneficiaries to access food grains 
anytime under the National Food Security Act. The machine, which can dispense 
up to 50 kilograms of grain in five minutes after biometric authentication, reduces 
waiting times by 70% and can be powered by solar panels. 

This partnership aims to enhance food security across Odisha, providing consistent 
access to essential grains for all beneficiaries.
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