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• Resignation of Chief Justice:

• Bangladesh's Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan resigned amid protests by 
students demanding his resignation and a restructuring of the 
judiciary. Two appellate division judges also resigned.

• Student Protests:

• Thousands of students protested in Dhaka, demanding safety and 
immediate steps to stop the persecution of Hindus. They warned of 
continuous protests if their demands were not met.



• Safety Concerns:

• The interim government led by Muhammad Yunus condemned the 
attacks on minorities, calling them "heinous" and urged students to 
protect all people of different faiths, including Hindus, Christians, and 
Buddhists.

• Withdrawal of Cases:

• The Law, Justice, and Parliamentary Affairs ministry decided to 
withdraw all cases filed between July 1 and August 5, which were 
perceived as attempts to suppress mass protests. Cases under the 
Anti-Terrorism Act and Cyber Security Act will also be withdrawn.



1.International Concerns:
1. The unrest has caused tension for Indian textile firms in Bangladesh, with 

Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman expressing hope that the interim 
government will restore normalcy soon.







Hindenburg Research, a U.S.-based short seller, has accused the 
Chairperson of India's Securities and Exchange Board (SEBI), Madhabi 

Puri Buch, of having a stake in offshore entities tied to the Adani Group.

Hindenburg Research Allegations:



• Whistleblower Documents:

• The allegations stem from documents 
provided by a whistleblower, suggesting that 
Buch and her husband, Dhaval Buch, held 
stakes in offshore funds in Bermuda and 
Mauritius.

• Offshore Fund Ties:

• The report points out that weeks before 
Buch's appointment as a full-time SEBI 
member in 2017, her husband had written 
to a Mauritius fund administrator to make 
him the sole operator of certain accounts.



• Account Statements:

• The account statements from 2018 indicate that the Buchs had a 
stake in a fund called "GDOF Cell 90 (IPEplus Fund 1)" under the 
Global Dynamic Opportunities Fund Ltd, with a value of over 
₹8,72,000.

• Connection to Adani Group:

• The fund was allegedly linked to a structure used by Vinod Adani, 
brother of Gautam Adani, leading to questions about the neutrality of 
SEBI in its investigation of the Adani Group.



1.Response from Hindenburg:
1. Hindenburg found it unsurprising 

that SEBI was hesitant to follow the 
trail, which could have implicated its 
own Chairperson.



• Denial of Allegations: SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch and her husband, 
Dhaval Buch, have denied the allegations made by Hindenburg Research, which 
claimed that they had a stake in an obscure offshore fund linked to the Adani 
Group.

•  They stated that their investments were fully transparent and made while they 
were private citizens living in Singapore.

• SEBI's Statement: SEBI emphasized that it has robust mechanisms for addressing 
conflicts of interest, including a disclosure framework and recusal provisions.

•  SEBI asserted that the regulatory processes were followed in accordance with 
the law.



• Investor Advisory: SEBI advised investors to remain calm and exercise 
due diligence before reacting to such reports.

Hindenburg's Response: Despite the denial, Hindenburg Research 
responded on social media, claiming that the clarification by the Buchs 
raised more questions and confirmed a "massive conflict of interest.”

•  Hindenburg also criticized SEBI's handling of the situation, accusing it 
of not acting transparently.



• According to SEBI’s statement, how does the organization address 
potential conflicts of interest involving its members?

1.By conducting independent investigations into each case

2.By following a disclosure framework and recusal provisions

3.By seeking external legal opinions on all conflicts

4.By issuing immediate public notices and suspensions



• What is the primary allegation made by Hindenburg Research against 
SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch?

1.She manipulated stock prices in favor of Adani Group.

2.She had a stake in offshore entities linked to the Adani Group.

3.She provided insider information to the Adani Group.

4.She obstructed the investigation against the Adani Group







• Award Recognition:

• An India-led global team of researchers and scientists has won the 
Health Information Technology in Action award from Johns Hopkins 
Center for Digital Health and AI.

• Research Study:

• The team was recognized for their research paper on the 
effectiveness of a gamified virtual reality mobile app designed to 
reduce the risk of infectious diseases among students.



• Team Composition:

• The research team includes inventor and deep-tech entrepreneur 
Bhargav Sri Prakash, along with members from various prestigious 
institutions like Carnegie Mellon University, Heinz College, and 
University of Michigan School of Public Health.

• Study Details:

• The study involved nearly 250 children in grades 1-8 from 
Sriperumbudur, near Chennai. The 11-week longitudinal trial was 
conducted in partnership with local health and educational 
institutions.



• The data demonstrated that the mobile app had a significant impact on 
enhancing health literacy among children. The app uses a game-based 
approach to convey health information effectively.

Impact of the Mobile App:

• The app's success highlights the potential of digital vaccines and AI-driven 
educational tools to prevent diseases. The research also marks a pioneering 
effort in using AI-enabled mobile health games in low- and middle-income 
school settings.

Significance:



• What is the main objective of the mobile app developed by the India-
led global research team?

1.To entertain students with virtual reality games.

2.To reduce the risk of infectious diseases among students.

3.To increase students' academic performance.

4.To promote digital literacy among rural communities.





• Study Background:

• The findings are from the "State of Healthcare in Rural India, 2024" 
report by Transform Rural India’s Development Intelligence Unit.

• The survey covered 5,389 rural households across 21 states, with an 
average household size of 5.7 members.



• Health Insurance Coverage:

• Only 50% of rural households have government health insurance.

• 34% of rural households lack any health insurance, and 61% have no 
life insurance.

• Limited Access to Healthcare:

• The survey highlights limited access to diagnostic facilities and 
affordable medicines in rural areas.

• Only 39% of respondents confirmed having a diagnostic facility within 
a commutable distance from their village.



• Challenges in Accessing Medicines:

• 12.2% of households have access to subsidized medicines from the 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendras.

• 21% of households lack a medical store within a commutable 
distance.

• Routine Health Check-Ups:

• 90% of respondents do not get a routine health check-up done unless 
advised by a doctor.



1.Access to Medical Stores:
1. 61% of respondents have access to a private medical store within a 

commutable distance, while only 26% have access to a government medical 
store on the premises of a health facility that provides free medicines.



• According to the "State of Healthcare in Rural India, 2024" report, 
what percentage of rural households lack any form of health 
insurance?

1.50%

2.34%

3.61%

4.12.2%







• Death Announcement:

• Former External Affairs Minister K. Natwar Singh passed away at the age of 
95. He had been hospitalized for nearly two weeks in a clinic in Gurugram, 
near New Delhi.

• Career Overview:

• Natwar Singh served as External Affairs Minister in 2004-05 in the UPA 
government led by Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

• His career began in the Indian Foreign Service (IFS) in 1953 at the age of 22. 
He held various significant diplomatic positions, including India’s High 
Commissioner to Pakistan.



• Political Career:

• Natwar Singh entered politics in 1984, winning a Lok Sabha seat from 
Bharatpur in Rajasthan. He held ministerial positions in the Rajiv 
Gandhi government and later became a founder of the All India Indira 
Congress after political differences with P.V. Narasimha Rao.

• He returned to power in 2004 but had to resign in 2005 due to the 
oil-for-food scandal.



• Literary Contributions:

• Natwar Singh was also a prolific writer, having authored several 
books, including an autobiography titled "One Life is Not Enough," 
published in 2014.



• Which of the following roles did Natwar Singh hold during his career?

1.High Commissioner to Pakistan

2.Minister of State for Finance

3.Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs

4.Governor of Rajasthan



















• Google's Monopoly: The court determined that Google is a 
monopolist in two markets: 

• general search services and

•  general search text ads. 

• The monopoly was achieved through exclusive distribution 
agreements, where Google pays to ensure that its search engine is 
the default on various devices.



Court's Findings: While the court found Google guilty 
of maintaining a monopoly, it did not find Google guilty 
of having a monopoly in the search advertising market. 

Google will not be sanctioned for failing to preserve 
certain employee chat messages.



• Impact on Consumers:

•  The article discusses how monopolistic practices harm consumer 
experience by reducing competition and innovation. This is 
particularly important in technology markets where companies like 
Google hold significant market power.



DOJ's Stance: The DOJ hailed the ruling as a victory for 
internet users in the U.S., emphasizing that the law 
applies to all companies, regardless of size or influence.

What’s Next: Google plans to appeal the ruling, and 
potential remedies could include breaking up Google or 
ending its exclusive deals with mobile makers.



• According to the article, what was one of the key reasons the court 
found Google to have maintained its monopoly?

1.Google underpriced its services to drive out competitors.

2.Google’s search engine was the first to launch globally.

3.Google used exclusive distribution agreements to become the default 
search engine.

4.Google had superior technology that competitors could not match.













• The article discusses the Union Cabinet's approval of the Clean Plant 
Programme (CPP) aimed at increasing the yield and productivity of 
horticulture crops in India.
 The program, announced in the interim Budget speech by Union 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in February 2023, also focuses 
on enhancing the quality of fruit crops across the nation.



Budget Allocation: 

The Ministry of Agriculture has sought an allocation of Rs 1,765 crore for the 
program.

Half of this will come from the budget of the Mission for Integrated 
Development of Horticulture (MIDH), and the other half from a loan from the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB).



• Programme Components:

• Establishment of nine Clean Plant Centers (CPCs) linked with Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) institutes.

• The CPCs will provide disease diagnostics, create mother plants for 
commercial propagation, and quarantine all domestic and imported 
planting material.

• Enhancement of infrastructure to support large-scale nurseries and 
facilitate multiplication of clean planting material.



• Locations of CPCs:

• Pune: Grapes, linked to the National Research Centre for Grapes.

• Bikaner: Citrus fruits, linked to the Central Institute of Arid 
Horticulture.

• Nagpur: Citrus fruits, linked to the Central Citrus Research Institute.

• Solapur: Pomegranate, linked to the National Research Center on 
Pomegranate.

• Srinagar and Mukteshwar: Temperate fruits (apple, almond, walnut, 
etc.), linked to the Central Institute of Temperate Horticulture.



• Bengaluru: Mango, guava, dragon fruit, and avocado, linked to the 
Indian Institute of Horticultural Research.Lucknow: Mango, guava, 
and subtropical fruits, linked to the Central Institute for Subtropical 
Horticulture.East India: Citrus and subtropical plants, in collaboration 
with ICAR's centers in West Bengal and Jharkhand.



1.Need for CPP:
1. India is the second-largest producer of fruits and vegetables globally, with an 

increasing area under horticulture crops.

2. The demand for planting materials for foreign fruits such as avocado and 
blueberry has risen, leading to increased imports.

3. Current processes for importing plants are cumbersome, with lengthy 
quarantine periods. The CPP aims to cut this period and facilitate easier 
access to disease-free and genuine planting material.



• What is one of the primary objectives of the Clean Plant Programme 
(CPP) as discussed in the article?

1.To import more fruits from foreign countries to meet domestic 
demand.

2.To establish a network of Clean Plant Centers (CPCs) across India to 
enhance the quality and yield of horticulture crops.

3.To reduce the export of Indian fruits to increase domestic availability.

4.To increase the area under horticulture crops by 50% in the next five 
years.



Warming of Great Barrier Reef Waters



















• Ocean temperatures in the Great Barrier Reef hit their highest level in 
400 years over the past decade. The reef suffered mass coral 
bleaching events between 2016 and 2024.



• Great Barrier Reef (GBR)

• The GBR is the world's largest coral reef system. It's located in the 
Coral Sea

• off the coast of Queensland, Australia.

• It stretches across 2,300 km and is made up of around 3,000 
individual reefs

• and 900 islands. The GBR is home to 400 types of coral, and 1,500 
species of fish.

• It's also home to endangered species such as the dugong and the 
large green turtle.



• The GBR is a UNESCO World Heritage site and was inscribed in 1981. 
Widespread mass bleaching of the Great Barrier Reef was first seen in 
1998 and happened again in 2002, 2016, 2017, 2020, 2022 and 2024.



• What are the Research Findings?

• Coral Bleaching: Aerial surveys of more than 300 reefs 
along Australia's northeast coast revealed bleaching in shallow 
waters, affecting two-thirds of the reef.

• Rising Threats: Even if global warming is kept under the Paris 
Agreement's goal, 70% to 90% of corals across the globe could be 
threatened.

•  Less Diversity: Coral reefshave been evolving over the past quarter 
century in

• response to bleaching events.



• What are Coral Reefs? 

• About: 

• Coral reefs are marine ecosystems 
primarily composed of coral polyps that 
form symbiotic relationships with 
zooxanthellae, a photosynthetic algae. 

• The zooxanthellae provide corals with 
nutrients and oxygen, while corals offer 
shelter. This mutualism is vital for the 
health and survival of coral 
reefecosystems.



• Q.Consider the following statements: (2018)

1. Most of the world’s coral reefs are in tropical waters.

2. More than one-third of the world’s coral reefs are located in the territories of

3. Australia, Indonesia and Philippines.

4. Coral reefs host far more number of animal phyla than those hosted by tropical

5. rainforests.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2 and 3

•



Idol in Temple Must be Treated as a 
Living Person



• Recently, the Madras High Court observed that an idol is treated as a 
juristic personality in law during a case involving the closure of a 
temple for 10 years without customary pujas due to a dispute 
between the communities over the issue of Untouchability.



• The court emphasised the responsibility of the administration to 
prevent the illegal closure of temples and ensure adherence to 
worship rights.

• The Court recognized the idol in a temple can hold property and 
engage in legal actions. A temple must remain open for 
worship and customary rituals.

•



• The Doctrine of Parens Patriae, which means "parent of the nation," is 
a legal principle that grants the state (judiciary) the inherent power and 
authority to act as the guardian for those who are unable to care for 
themselves.

•



Landslide Early Warning 
Systems (LEWS) in India



• India launched its first regional early warning system 
for rain-induced landslides

• About LEWS

• It is developed by the Geological Survey of India 
(GSI), and is designed to predict the likelihood of 
landslides based on rainfall data.

• The National Landslide Forecasting Centre started 
by the GSI.

• Current Coverage: Daily forecasts are provided for 
Kalimpong, Darjeeling, and the Nilgiris.

• It will Extend coverage to other areas by 2030.

•



Function

Prediction: Assess likelihood of landslides.

Dissemination: Share information to mitigate impacts.

Response: Enable timely action based on forecasts.



• Types:

• Regional Systems: Forecasts over larger areas but cannot pinpoint specific slopes.

• Slope-Specific Systems: More detailed, targeting individual slopes.

• International Comparisons:

• Hong Kong: Effective communication through door-to-door campaigns.

• Other Countries: Italy, the US, and Japan have developed advanced systems for 
debris flows.

•





Fun fact 
Fun fact 



• Olympic Medals: The last Olympic 
gold medals that were made 
entirely out of gold were awarded in 
1912. Today, gold medals are 
primarily made of silver and coated 
with about 6 grams of gold.
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