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ECOLOGICAL CHALLENGE

Glacial
Iakes

PoOosSe a
thhreat

Moraine-dammed lakes on the
rise in Himachal Pradesh and
Trans Himalayan Region of Tibet

/'“1

TV. Somanathan to be
appointed as the new
Cabinet Secretary

How is Tim Walz
the perfect foil to
Kamala Harris?

Former Foreign
Minister Natwar
Singh dies at 95

MEWS » PAGE S PROFILES » PAGE

MEWS » PAGE 3

INSIDE

Bangladesh Chief Justice quits; Hindus seek safety

Resignations in judicia

Dhaka for the

Rabiul Alam

The Kolkats Police on Saturday
arrested San;

rape and murder of a doctor, 3

postgraduste trainee, 3t the
R.G. Kar Medical College. which

West Bengal » PAGE 5

DHAKA

Police s Chief

fackdl fox: Moticats Piamon  rengned
resi

doctor’s murder e Saturday amid P,,_,,es.s

y students who demand-

KoLKATA pedrm resignation as well

as a restructuring of the

Jumce and other justices or

Appella
e they said were Toyal 16
Awami League.

Dhaka University Vice-
Chancellor A.S.M. Maksud
Kamal. Shahjalal Universi-
ty of Science and Technol-
ogy (SUST) Vice-Chancel-
lor Farid Uddin Ahmed,
and Bangla Academy Di-

Tw Division 1 Md Harun-
es, Justice Mohammad ~ Ur-Rashid  Askari 100
Abu Zafor Siddique and  stepped down from their
Justice Kashefa thsain, al.  posts on Sarurday.
o
Supreme Cour staged a de: ation in

i scudents had siven
a two-hour ultimatum for
the of the Chief

2 soldiers killed,
four in
gun battle in J&K

SRINAGAR
Two sotdiers were kilied and
four injured in an ongoi
anti-miltancy operat
South Kashmir's Anantnag,
where 3 group of miitants
engaged in a fireght by the
security forces in 2 forest area
on Saturday. Two civilians
were injured in the crossfire,
officials sad. » PAGE 3

was

monstr
Dhaka for the second con-
secutive day, demanding
safety. They warned tha

qal to Hasina’s Awami Les

e key university heads also quit: thousands demonstrate on

safety: interim govt. chief Yunus condemns attacks on minorities as ‘heinous’, urges students to protect people of all faiths

immediate steps were not
taken to stop the persecu-
tion of Hindus, they would
initiate continuous protest

es3: Head of the interim gowernment,
visits the house of  slain protester in Rangpur on Saturday. AFP

Mubammad Yunus

programmes.

Muhammad Yunus,
«chief adviser of the interim
government, condemned

Hopenormalc)
saysh‘irlnala

NEW DELS
As the turmod in Bangladesh
caused tensicn for indian

that the interim government
will restore normalcy “soomer
than tater™ » PAGE 3

and Buddhist families from

[minorities]
£

a session
with students at Begum
Rokeya University in Rang-

pur on Saturday.
According to the Bangla-
desh  Hindu  Buddhist

Christian _ Unity Council
e Puja

led government on August
s

Cases withdrawn
The Law, Justice, and Par-
liamentary Affairs decided
to withdraw all cases filed
berween July I and August
5, which were perceived as
attempts to suppress re-
cent mass protests. Cases
filed under the Anti-Terro-
rism Act

curity Act

the artacks on minorities,
call the: “heinous™

and urged students to pro-
tect all Hindu, Christian,

fall of the Sheikh Hasina-

BANKER- TURNED-RULER

Legacy bearers

Warm welcome: The Indian men's hockey team arrired to 2 rousing reception in New Delhi on Saturday

after winning a seco

nd consecutive bronze in OlMPICS. SUSHE KUMWAR VERNA [REPORT

o Prce 13

NEW DELHI
Almost 18 months after
Hindenburg Research

manipulation at the Adani
group of companies, the

Saturday L the
Chairperson of ia's
stock market regulator, in

obscure offshore entities
used in what it alleged was
“the Adani money siphon-
ing scandal".

Citing documents from

SEBI had issued 2 show-cause
Aotce o Hindenburg.

Buch and her husband,
Dhaval Buch, held stakes in
offshore Bermuda and
Mauritiss funds through
complex structures.

Weeks ahead of her ap-
a

inden-
e Research allepad thae
Securities

of India (smn
Chatrperson Madhabi Puri

as
SEBI member in 2017,
Buc!

Mauritius fund administra-
tor to make him the “sole

Mr.
a

person authorised to oper-
ate the accounts™, &t al-
leged.

SEBI chief had stake in funds tied to
Adani report: Hindenburg Research

100% of the units they held
in GDOF. GDOF Cell 90,
Hindenburg alleged, was

same Mauritius-
“cell” of the fund

It also cieed an account
ed

found several layers deep

uary
addressed
what leged was Ms.
Buchs | prl\ale e-mail ac-
count.

26, mls ©

It pegged the value of
their stake in a fund called
“GDOF Cell 90 (IPEplus
Fund D™ under the aegis of
Global Dynamic Opportun-
ities Fund Lid (GDOF), op-
erated by 1IFL Global, at
mer s& 72,000.

Buch, the report al-
legod, had writien i India

Buch would like to redeem

ina
reportedly used by Vinod
Adani

ns
into who funded Adani's
shore  shareholders,
Hindenburg, which had re-
cently got a show-cause
notice from  SEBI, re-
marked: “We find it unsur-
prising ot SETY mias renae.
tant to follow a trail that
2y have to its own

KALPETTA

Prime Minister Narendra
fodi sald on Saturday that
the Centre would provide
all possible help in the re-
lief and rehabilitation work
in the landslides-hit areas
of Wayanad in Kerala.
Chairing a review meet-
anad Col

the catastrophe was the
need of the hour and funds
would not be a constraint.
The Centre would stand to-

vernment to help those
who lost everything in the
disaster, he said.

“This disaster in Waya-
nad is not an ordinary one.
The dreams of thousands
of families have been shat-
tered. I have seen the situa-
cae
i

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visits 3 landslide-affected area in

tion on the spot. I met the

met the injured patients.”
he said.

He said the Union

Wiapanad cn Saturday. Union Minister Suresh Gopi is at left. ax1

State was sent to the State

NDRF, Army and Air Force
were also deployed for res-
cue and relief operations.
-1 ssey
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan in the morning when
the incident took place and
assured him of all the pos-
sible assistance,” he said.

“All the agencies of the
Central government were
mobilised  immediately,”
he said.

“Not alone”
“I want to assure the fami-
ed that

State and Union govern-
ments will ensure that no
work Is due to
dearth of money,” the
Prime Minister added.

1 saw and experienced
a disaster very closely
around 47 years ago when
a dam at Morbi in Gujarat
was destroyed following
heavy rain, and Morbi city
was 1 d. More than
2.500 people died in the
catasrophe. 1 stayed there
I t six months as a
volunteer.

country and the Govern-

Prime Minister visits Kerala, offers all possible aid
for rehabilitation efforts in landslide-hit Wayanad

ment of India will
stone unturned,” Mr.
added.

Mz Modi reached W.
nad IAF helicopter
Sroumad 1219 p.m.
with Kerala Governor Arif
Muhammad Xhan, Chief
Minister Pinarayl Vijayan

nd Unton Minister of State
for Petroleum, Suresh Go-

leave no
Modi

He spent around 50 mi-
nutes in the disaster zone.
Prime Minister ed

the relief camp ar the St jo-

dents. He also undertook
an aerial survey of the
areas affected by the land-
slides, which claimed 23
Tives. Over 130 pereons are
sull missing.

CENTRAL TEAM INSPECTION
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93 killed in Israeli strike on
Gaza school-turned-shelter

A

An Iscacll air strike hit a
school-turned-shel

month-old war between Is-
rael and %
Hamas denounced the

- - in

north which came af-
ter international mediators
invited the warring sides to
resume talks towards a
ceasefire and hostage-re-
lease deal.
tsraeli military said

least 19 Palestinian mﬂl-
tants were killed the strike.

said in a statement, citing

~an intelligence
investigation®™.
The military said it took

erating wi Ham.
comm control
centre in the Ak

bedded
‘Tableen school™
The military has repeat-
edly made similar
tons after strikes

on

the site of an Isracli strike on 3 schocl
sheltering displaced people in Gaza City on Saturday. REUTERS

school shelters. Hamas has
denied using schools and
other civilian facilities for
military aims.

Jordan’s Foreign Minis-
try said the timing was an
indication of Israel’s efforts
to “obstruct and
the peace push. Qatar, one
of the mediators, called for

on school shelters.




Bangladesh Chief Justice quits; Hindus seek safety

Resignations in judiciary follow ultimatum from students demanding exit of those loyal to Hasina’s Awami League; key university heads also quit; thousands demonstrate on

Dhaka for the second consecutive day demanding safety; interim govt. chief Yunus condemns attacks on minorities as ‘heinous, urges students to protect people of all faiths

Rabiul Alam
DHAKA

angladesh’s Chief
Bjustice Obaidul
Hassan resigned

on Saturday amid protests
by students who demand-
ed his resignation as well
as a restructuring of the
country’s judiciary.

Two Appellate Division
judges, Justice Mohammad
Abu Zafor Siddique and
Justice Kashefa Hussain, al-
so resigned, according to
Supreme Court sources.

The students had given
a two-hour ultimatum for
the resignation of the Chief

Justice and other justices of
the Appellate Division,
who they said were loyal to
the Awami League.

Dhaka University Vice-
Chancellor A.S.M. Maksud
Kamal, Shahjalal Universi-
ty of Science and Technol-
ogy (SUST) Vice-Chancel-
lor Farid Uddin Ahmed,
and Bangla Academy Di-
rector-General Md Harun-
Ur-Rashid Askari too
stepped down from their
posts on Saturday.

Thousands of protesters
staged a demonstration in
Dhaka for the second con-
secutive day, demanding
safety. They warned that if

Peace process: Head of the interim government, Muhammad Yunus
visits the house of a slain protester in Rangpur on Saturday. AFp

immediate steps were not
taken to stop the persecu-
tion of Hindus, they would
initiate continuous protest

programmes.

Muhammad Yunus,
chief adviser of the interim
government, condemned

Hope normalcy
returns soon,
says Nirmala

NEW DELHI

As the turmoil in Bangladesh
caused tension for Indian
textile firms invested there,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman expressed hope
that the interim government
will restore normalcy “sooner
than later” » PAGE 3

the attacks on minorities,
calling them “heinous”
and urged students to pro-
tect all Hindu, Christian,

and Buddhist families from
harm.

“Are they [minorities]
not the people of this coun-
try? You have been able to
save the country; can’t you
save some families,” he
asked during a session
with students at Begum
Rokeya University in Rang-
pur on Saturday.

According to the Bangla-
desh Hindu Buddhist
Christian Unity Council
and the Bangladesh Puja
Udjapan Parishad, at least
205 incidents of attacks on
minorities have occurred
across 52 districts since the
fall of the Sheikh Hasina-

led government on August
5.

Cases withdrawn

The Law, Justice, and Par-
liamentary Affairs decided
to withdraw all cases filed
between July 1 and August
5, which were perceived as
attempts to suppress re-
cent mass protests. Cases
filed under the Anti-Terro-
rism Act and the Cyber Se-
curity Act will also be
withdrawn.

BANKER-TURNED-RULER
» PAGE 9

MORE REPORTS

» PAGE 12



* Resignation of Chief Justice:

* Bangladesh's Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan resigned amid protests by
students demanding his resignation and a restructuring of the
judiciary. Two appellate division judges also resigned.

e Student Protests:

* Thousands of students protested in Dhaka, demanding safety and
immediate steps to stop the persecution of Hindus. They warned of
continuous protests if their demands were not met.



 Safety Concerns:

* The interim government led by Muhammad Yunus condemned the
attacks on minorities, calling them "heinous" and urged students to
protect all people of different faiths, including Hindus, Christians, and
Buddhists.

e Withdrawal of Cases:

* The Law, Justice, and Parliamentary Affairs ministry decided to
withdraw all cases filed between July 1 and August 5, which were
perceived as attempts to suppress mass protests. Cases under the
Anti-Terrorism Act and Cyber Security Act will also be withdrawn.



1.International Concerns:

1. The unrest has caused tension for Indian textile firms in Bangladesh, with
Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman expressing hope that the interim
government will restore normalcy soon.



SEBI chief had stake in funds tied to
Adani report: Hindenburg Research

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Almost 18 months after
Hindenburg Research
flagged allegations of mal-
feasance and stock price
manipulation at the Adani
group of companies, the
U.S.-based short seller on
Saturday alleged that the
Chairperson of India’s
stock market regulator, in
charge of probing these is-
sues, herself had a stake in
obscure offshore entities
used in what it alleged was
‘the Adani money siphon-
ing scandal’.

Citing documents from
a whistleblower, Hinden-
burg Research alleged that
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI)
Chairperson Madhabi Puri

SEBI had issued a show-cause
notice on Hindenburg.

Buch and her husband,
Dhaval Buch, held stakes in
offshore Bermuda and
Mauritius funds through
complex structures.

Weeks ahead of her ap-
pointment as a wholetime
SEBI member in 2017, Mr.
Buch had written to a
Mauritius fund administra-
tor to make him the “sole

person authorised to oper-
ate the accounts”, it al-
leged.

Account statement

It also cited an account
statement dated February
26, 2018, addressed to
what it alleged was Ms.
Buch’s private e-mail ac-
count.

It pegged the value of
their stake in a fund called
“GDOF Cell 90 (IPEplus
Fund 1)” under the aegis of
Global Dynamic Opportun-
ities Fund Ltd (GDOF), op-
erated by IIFL Global, at
over $8,72,000.

Ms. Buch, the report al-
leged, had written to India
Infoline from the alleged
private e-mail account a
day earlier, stating that Mr.
Buch would like to redeem

100% of the units they held
in GDOF. GDOF Cell 90,
Hindenburg alleged, was
the “exact same Mauritius-
registered ‘cell’ of the fund
found several layers deep
in a convoluted structure,
reportedly used by Vinod
Adani”, the brother of Gau-
tam Adani named in its re-
port into the Adani group.
Drawing a connection to
the Supreme Court’s find-
ing that SEBI had “drawn a
blank” in its investigations
into who funded Adani’s
offshore shareholders,
Hindenburg, which had re-
cently got a show-cause
notice from SEBI, re-
marked: “We find it unsur-
prising that SEBI was reluc-
tant to follow a trail that
may have led to its own
chairperson.”



Short Selling

['short 'se-lin]

Investment activity In
which the investor borrows
securities and sells them

in the hopes of then
purchasing the securities
at a lower price in

the future.

2 Investopedia






e Whistleblower Documents:

* The allegations stem from documents
provided by a whistleblower, suggesting that
Buch and her husband, Dhaval Buch, held
stakes in offshore funds in Bermuda and
Mauritius.

e Offshore Fund Ties:

* The report points out that weeks before
Buch's appointment as a full-time SEBI
member in 2017, her husband had written '
to a Mauritius fund administrator to make
him the sole operator of certain accounts. ,

o




* Account Statements:

* The account statements from 2018 indicate that the Buchs had a
stake in a fund called "GDOF Cell 90 (IPEplus Fund 1)" under the
Global Dynamic Opportunities Fund Ltd, with a value of over
X8,72,000.

e Connection to Adani Group:

* The fund was allegedly linked to a structure used by Vinod Adani,
brother of Gautam Adani, leading to questions about the neutrality of
SEBI in its investigation of the Adani Group.



1.Response from Hindenburg:

1. Hindenburg found it unsurprising
that SEBI was hesitant to follow the
trail, which could have implicated its

own Chairperson.

|~
O

—\

N\




Denial of Allegations: SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch and her husband,
Dhaval Buch, have denied the allegations made by Hindenburg Research, which
claimed that they had a stake in an obscure offshore fund linked to the Adani
Group.

They stated that their investments were fully transparent and made while they
were private citizens living in Singapore.

SEBI's Statement: SEBI emphasized that it has robust mechanisms for addressing
conflicts of interest, including a disclosure framework and recusal provisions.

SEBI asserted that the regulatory processes were followed in accordance with
the law.



* Investor Advisory: SEBI advised investors to remain calm and exercise
due diligence before reacting to such reports.

Hindenburg's Response: Despite the denial, Hindenburg Research
responded on social media, claiming that the clarification by the Buchs
raised more questions and confirmed a "massive conflict of interest.”

* Hindenburg also criticized SEBI's handling of the situation, accusing it
of not acting transparently.



* According to SEBI’s statement, how does the organization address
potential conflicts of interest involving its members?

1.By conducting independent investigations into each case
2.By following a disclosure framework and recusal provisions
3.By seeking external legal opinions on all conflicts

4.By issuing immediate public notices and suspensions



* What is the primary allegation made by Hindenburg Research against
SEBI Chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch?

1.She manipulated stock prices in favor of Adani Group.
2.She had a stake in offshore entities linked to the Adani Group.
3.She provided insider information to the Adani Group.

4.She obstructed the investigation against the Adani Group
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- States e 2
Centre-appointed team | PMs visit offers
inspects relief works in _ | optimism for
flood-battered Wayanad

Women's

issues, devel

on NCP agenda: Ajit Pawar

ashazashira Depusy Chief Minister Afit Pawsr on
sarurday said women's welfare, development

response from
the same. Speaking o reporters after
Sai Baba temple in Shirdi,

is ally E17s
pricn™ remarks on his uncle

prayers ar Hhe
‘questions on
—xmgl.e-dez of carma

and Opposition leader Sharad Pawar, saying that

his alm was to

ight welfare schemes

announced in the State Assembly last month. =

Committed to resolve Assam

border dispute: Mizoram CM

Mﬂznram(_hLeFMl.nlsle‘r Lalduhoma on sarunday
aid his ent was cormmitted towards

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

n Inter-Ministerial
niral

o inspect
flood-hit
districe in Kerala complet-

ins three-day visit on Sa-

relief works in
of Wa

Commermin share in mg S
Irisaste:

CEDRE) ot of the tatal fand
of 21,780 crore.
“This wear, on April 1,

in advance on July 31, ki

- ‘?l"

i Mo interacts with a child affected by the
et Iancistsce ot SO Haspital in Wayanad an Sabunday, FTi

‘On July 30, due to nces-

The Union government
immedistely sprung It
actlon through the deploy-

ent of over 1,200 res-

inbtiane oo rehensive
rehabiliaion  in the
region.

Defying protocel,
Modl Ales exende his i

sit to Wayanad by more

than two hours over the
scheduled time.

while the CPIM) State

Lal

ing the . reacted posi-

machinery and | wvely &0 the day's

ambulances. developments.
“Construction of this

bridge wa: “

Just 71 hours, significantly | Leader of the

enhancing the rescue oper- | in the Lok Sabha Rahul

wastation first-hand, he will
dieclare it a national disas-

tude for his umwavering af-
fection for Kerala and for
consistently standing with
s in timses of or!

this, he is scheduled to visi
Ukraine to stop the war
a fully, he

establishing lasting peace, but delayiru;ﬂ\.e peace the Kerala SDRF account  nisiry officials said sant and b 1o extreme- inclination before then to
process and resolving the border dispuse had around $395 crore. The Cenire also ne- |y heavy rainfall, a major also wisit Manipur, which
sald ina after a brief The first instalment of the leased a sum of $445 crore acourred at Mur- has been experiencing so
meeting with an Assam delegation, wl Central share of SDRF for  for the State Drisaster Mit- dal:kal Chooralmala, and rande much pain, anguish, and
him a courtesy call at his oficial residence in the ongoing year of ower  gation Fund in the past five  Vellarimal, villages qgeormg bridge.” nlﬁ.cl:ls Prime Minkster  agony for owver 15 months
day. F145.60 crore was released ars Wayanad. sabd. sees the extent of the de-  now,” he said_
NILA arrests Indian team’s mobile

key accused
in Sri Lankan
trafficking
case from T.IN.

CHENNA

The National Inwestigation
Agency (NIA) asrested a

man trafficking case in Sri

Lanka, which was operar-

Sri Lankamn indivi-
o

er he

investigations
found thar he, along with
his associates, was in-
volved in confining the
trafficked victims i & boat

kan nationals from traffick-
ers in June 3021, the re-

stated.  Following
this, the NLA took over the

[
rered the case.

app to reduce risk of
diseases wins award

Dgital Health
and Al for their paper de-
scribing the effectiveness
of a garmified vis
mobile app administesed
o students to reduce risk
af s diseases.

A team of researchers

d Rahul Ladha-

The teams work with
“digital vaccines' demon-
strates the potential of lo-

vaccines continues o pave
new frontiers in showcas-

the power of arificial
intelligence in preventing
disease for furure genera-
tons around the world,
safely, effectively, ethically

absconders, between

tober 2021 and january
2024, Further investiga-
thoms are ing for ap-

undertaken in partnership

with Usha Sriram ar the V-
luntary  Health Services

Hospital. Chennal, at the
s nion Middle

Sehoal [PUME]. o meern:

ment school catering to

underprivileged children

—
The apo uses o game based
appraach and virtual reality o
canvey information.

in  Sriperumbuodur, near
Chennai. The

wolved nearly 250 c}dld.ren
in grades 1-8- The dara
showed that the app -
fooyal - had m e in-
fuence health learning

the

trial to measure the effect
of an Al-enabled educa-
sienal mobile health game

Yediyurappa takes
on Siddaramaiah
in political slugfest

The Hinduy Burean
MYSURL

~1 may be &2, bus I still have
the strength to tour the
to_ensu

D‘nm]ﬁdl\g.‘! ITyEsrul.d
ndr Yedim-

rappa at the “Mysuru Cha-
padayarra valedictory

programme here, said he
would “net retire from pol-
itics as long as he lives” and
addsd that he would fight
o ensure th r. Skddara-
maiah rE[LlEE beﬁ:rz]ilm

Mr. Yediyurappa further
challenged Mr. siddara-
maiah to dissolve the As-
sembly and seek a fresh
mandate

“If elections  happen

said the veteran leader.

Mahayuti ally meets Pawar,
sets off talk of joining MVA

MUMBAD

Prahar Janshalki Parcy (P1F)

o Assemibly

The wvisit came a day af-
ter the Mahayuti ally
warned the ruling alllance
of an election defieat_owver

Folloaiig the meeting
with Mr. Pawar, he said:
“Wwe discussed issues con-

PP’ Bachchu Kadu with Sharsd Pawar on Satusday. P

s also dealt an ultimanum

saying he would “come to
Mumbai™ if his demands re-
garding farmers’ issues

rar. Kadu is an slly of the
ruling Mahayuti. After Ma-
ratha quota actvist Manoj
Jarange-Patil, Mz K.-adu }las
aj_m gvm an

gumrnlnen(tnlul—
st gttt ng

w0 the Stare

farmers and persons with
¥ by 5.

Neelakurinji that blooms once in 12 years
included in Red List of threatened species

M Muri
THRISSUR

heri

Neelakurinji (Strobifanthes
kunchigna), the purplish
flowering
oo Snce i 1z yeus
e e Tacled n he
IUCH {International l_.‘nlnn
- rvation

threatened species. This is
the first ever Global Red
List assessment for this
flagship species of
montane grasslands  of
sout india.
The latest global assess-
mml‘t confirms s threa-
ened states in the Voalner-
ablg‘&hm’lahk}m[em
of the ILCN.
af

Purnl-h--‘n,. Neelakuring
ichukki_ SFECLAL ARRANGEMENT

Ghats Hor

hensive + said

robdll
at the Research Depart-
ment of Botany, MES As-

Aparna
ern Ghats Plant Specialist
Group.

“The species was consi-

D B,
The scientists, who have

2 mol
That emibeds Implicit loarn.
ing in the game mech

ism can positively impact
children's health learning

outcomes  and  showed
strong evidence for traimn-
ing students earty on

WOEC) of the Western

the Western Ghats, its na-
ture of once in 12
years, and lack of scologi-

cal stisdies were the major
hindrances to a compre-

scapes of southwest India
at an elevation of 1,340

plish blue colours to the

Miain threats

Meelakuringl is threatened
mainky dwe to its fragile
habitat in the monrane

and urbanisation, say the
schentists.

mosr 409 of the hal:
ftax has been Jost, the re-
maining is under pressure
from  imwaston of exotic
species such as encalyptus
and black wattle. Infras-

Anganwadi
workers take
back eggs
from children;
suspended

BALABURAGE

wwadl worker and
her naistmt in Koppal dis-
trict of Karnataka have
been placed under suspen-
slon after 2 viral video clip
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Indian team’s mobile
app to reduce risk of
diseases wins award

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

An India-led global team of
research scientists has won
the Health Information
Technology in Action
award from Johns Hopkins
Center for Digital Health
and Al for their paper de-
scribing the effectiveness
of a gamified virtual reality
mobile app administered
to students to reduce risk
of infectious diseases.

A team of researchers
and scientists led by inven-
tor and serial deep-tech en-
trepreneur Bhargav Sri
Prakash from Friend-
sLearn, along with Rema
Padman from the Carnegie
Mellon University Heinz
College and Rahul Ladha-
nia from the University of
Michigan School of Public
Health, has won the Health
Information Technology in
Action award at the 14th
Conference on Health IT
and Analytics, for their
peer-reviewed conference
paper titled “Effect of AL
Enabled, School Based,
Mobile Health Gameplay
on Infectious Disease
Knowledge”, according to
the release.

The app uses a game-based
approach and virtual reality to
convey information.

in Sriperumbudur, near
Chennai. The study in-
volved nearly 250 children
in grades 1-8” The data
showed that the app -
fooya! - had managed to in-
fluence health learning
among the children.
“Enhancing the health
literacy of both children
and adults is a public
health challenge world-
wide. Enabling this critical
need via gamified digital
therapeutic approaches re-
quires large-scale experi-
ments in the real world to
generate strong evidence
of benefit,” said Prof. Pad-
man. “This has motivated
us to conduct several ran-

AL Al lidb% .

The team’s work with
‘digital vaccines’ demon-
strates the potential of lo-
wering incidence of a wide
range of pathologies. Mr.
Sri Prakash said: “Our
breakthrough with digital
vaccines continues to pave
new frontiers in showcas-
ing the power of artificial
intelligence in preventing
disease for future genera-
tions around the world,
safely, effectively, ethically
and responsibly, which
continues to be the motiva-
tion for our team of deep-
tech  engineers and
scientists.”

He explained: “A 11-
week longitudinal trial was
undertaken in partnership
with Usha Sriram at the Vo-
luntary Health Services
Hospital, Chennai, at the
Panchayat Union Middle
School [PUMS], a govern-
ment school catering to
underprivileged children

D LW LUV L L D% VWL Gl AL

domised field trials in the
U.S., India, Botswana and
other countries. The signif-
icant and promising results
continue to inspire us to
pursue the research, deve-
lopment and deployment
efforts for societal benefit”.

First study

Dr. Ladhania added:
“Based on the best-availa-
ble knowledge, this is the
first study which conducts
a multi-month randomised
trial to measure the effect
of an Al-enabled educa-
tional mobile health game
on students’ knowledge in
a low- and middle-income
school setting. Our results
showed that a mobile game
that embeds implicit learn-
ing in the game mechan-
ism can positively impact
children’s health learning
outcomes and showed
strong evidence for train-
ing students early on.”



* Award Recognition:

* An India-led global team of researchers and scientists has won the
Health Information Technology in Action award from Johns Hopkins
Center for Digital Health and Al.

* Research Study:

* The team was recognized for their research paper on the
effectiveness of a gamified virtual reality mobile app designed to
reduce the risk of infectious diseases among students.



* Team Composition:

* The research team includes inventor and deep-tech entrepreneur
Bhargav Sri Prakash, along with members from various prestigious
institutions like Carnegie Mellon University, Heinz College, and
University of Michigan School of Public Health.

e Study Details:

* The study involved nearly 250 children in grades 1-8 from
Sriperumbudur, near Chennai. The 11-week longitudinal trial was
conducted in partnership with local health and educational
institutions.



= Impact of the Mobile App:

e The data demonstrated that the mobile app had a significant impact on
enhancing health literacy among children. The app uses a game-based
approach to convey health information effectively.

S

e The app's success highlights the potential of digital vaccines and Al-driven
educational tools to prevent diseases. The research also marks a pioneering
effort in using Al-enabled mobile health games in low- and middle-income
school settings.




 What is the main objective of the mobile app developed by the India-
led global research team?

1.To entertain students with virtual reality games.

2.To reduce the risk of infectious diseases among students.
3.To increase students' academic performance.

4.To promote digital literacy among rural communities.



Poor insurance, diagnostic
access in rural areas: study

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Only 50% the rural house-
holds have government
health insurance, 34% lack
any health insurance and
61% have no life insurance,
revealed the State of
Healthcare in Rural India,
2024 report released re-
cently. This is coupled with
limited access to diagnostic
facilities and affordable
medicines, further posing
challenges, the survey un-
dertaken by the non-go-
vernment  organisation
Transform Rural India’s
Development Intelligence
Unit.

The survey covered
5,389 rural households
with an average size of 5.7
members and spanned 21
States including Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Maharash-
tra, Mizoram, Punjab, Ta-
mil Nadu, and Uttar Pra-
desh. Only 12.2% of these
households have access to
subsidised medicines from
the Pradhan Mantri Jan

Inadequate protection

The survey found that a little over one in three of the 5,389
respondents in rural areas across 21 States did not have health
insurance cover, for themselves or for those in their household

No health insurance cover

Private health insurance cover
| kX

Govt. health insurance cover

Have both private and govt.
health insurance cover

At

(in %)

Source: State of Healthcare in Rural India, Transform Rural India

Aushadhi Kendras, while
21% lack a medical store in
commutable distance, it
says.

Only 39% of the respon-
dents confirmed that there
was a diagnostic facility
within a commutable dis-
tance from their village to
do blood tests or medical
imaging. However, 90% of
the respondents do not get
a routine health check-up
done unless a doctor sug-
gests them to do so. Acces-

sibility to affordable medi-
cine at government
medical stores is a chal-
lenge for the rural
population.

A total of 61% respon-
dents had access within
commutable distance from
their village to a private
medical store, whereas on-
ly 26% had access to a go-
vernment medical store on
the premises of a health fa-
cility that provides free
medicines.

T . T T . T T T




* Study Background:

* The findings are from the "State of Healthcare in Rural India, 2024"
report by Transform Rural India’s Development Intelligence Unit.

* The survey covered 5,389 rural households across 21 states, with an
average household size of 5.7 members.



* Health Insurance Coverage:
* Only 50% of rural households have government health insurance.

* 34% of rural households lack any health insurance, and 61% have no
life insurance.

e Limited Access to Healthcare:

* The survey highlights limited access to diagnostic facilities and
affordable medicines in rural areas.

* Only 39% of respondents confirmed having a diagnostic facility within
a.commutable distance from their village.



* Challenges in Accessing Medicines:

e 12.2% of households have access to subsidized medicines from the
Pradhan Mantri Jan Aushadhi Kendras.

e 21% of households lack a medical store within a commutable
distance.

* Routine Health Check-Ups:

* 90% of respondents do not get a routine health check-up done unless
advised by a doctor.



1.Access to Medical Stores:

1.61% of respondents have access to a private medical store within a
commutable distance, while only 26% have access to a government medical
store on the premises of a health facility that provides free medicines.



* According to the "State of Healthcare in Rural India, 2024" report,
what percentage of rural households lack any form of health

insurance?
1.50%
2.34%
3.61%
4.12.2%
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Hindutva group attacks
Muslims in U.P. slum

Falsely ng o the
residents of a Ghaziabad
shumwere deshis,
members of the Hindu
Raksha Dal thrashed them,
dai their huts, and
burnt  their household
ftems on Friday. The police

lodged an FIR against the
acciized, and clarified thar
the wictims were not Ban-

gladeshis but Indians.
Hindu Raksha Dal presi-
dent  Pin udhary,

ban Bapudham police sta-
The FIR, based on a pol-
iceman's complaint, says
Chaudhary and his
aceused the

slums were damaged.” the
FIR reads.

The videos of the amack,
which went viral on social
show Mr. Chaud-

hary and his gang thrash-
ing children and elderly

Assistant
Commisstones  of Police
Abhishek Srivastava told
The Hinde that the shum
was bullt on freehold kand
and contained about 10 to

causing hurr, and damag.
ing property, among
= M. Srivastava added.

Hope Indian investiments in
Bangladesh are safe: Nirmala

Finance Minister savs that she had got calls on textile ganment investments which are mainky
fromnm

W DELIL

he unrest in Ban-
= has created
Some  uncerta

Eovernment s
hopeful that those invest-
ments will remain safe and
the situation in the neigh-

Loy
Finance

ngladesh,
which come from

Tamil Nadu. The invest-
ments went there in

do well and they did do
well, having gone there,”

b af the yam that
uses for po n-du:r@pl—nznu RELTERS.

s Sitharaman said.

These investments, the
atinister said. bocsted
expors from Bangladesh,
including shipments o In-
dia, because of the duty-

amil Nadu: she expects interim govermnment o setthe things sooner and restore normaboy

free and liberal import qu-

Congress calls
for protection
of minorities

in Bangladesh

MEW DELHE

Againse the backdrop of

wvernment led by hMuham-

mad Yums to take “Force-

ful steps™ to deal with the
situation

esh call-
the preservation of
the coun mults-reli-
glous heritage, the Indian
Rational Congress express-
3 It ConOEr af reparts of

NH projects

CHANDIGARH

essing concern aver

kari has cawtloned Chief
Aann
.nxte.gm se\'\zrely.qﬁ"zcted

R —

of National Highway Auwth-

ority of ndia (NHAT, ofic-

ers, contractors, and their

staff, Mr. Gadkari sasd he

had come to know of two
imct

Two soldiers killed, four
injured in gun battle with
militants in Anantnag

Army troopers, including

. and the

‘Additional troops were
sent to the encounter site
o throw multiple layers of
cordons  around  the

-apped militants.

S-tcnrllypzlsclnnel during = mitany oncounker in Anantn g distr

on Saturday.

Earlier in the . the
police released sketches of
four militants spotted in
the areas of dhaks (mud
hutments) of Bani, Malhar,
el Seokihor of Kyt
districe. A reward of ¥

Lk ks bedng offered for
. nable informar

ha has

poinmment  letter.  on
passionate L

Renn Sh: wife of Vijay

rmised Al pasdbie . asels
tance and support from
the J&K administration to

an,~ an offict s-
man said.

Deceased ar was
driving the bus that was

mrying Pt
militants opened fire at it
in Reasl. Nine persons, in-
cluding  elght  pllgrims,
were killed in the attack
CWith PTT s

Veteran IAS officer TV. Somanathan
appointed next Cabinet Secretary

AHMEDARAD

The Union

o e il
dia’s Bureause
thon £
incumbent

ars.
This old-style bureau-
cras, who prefers o be low
profile, holds a Ph.Du in
economics and has wast ex-
perience of working in key

bureaucratic

offic-
er who described the ap-
podnmment as an “nspired
choice

M. Somanathan

joined the World Bank in
Wi, through the
Young Professionals Pro-
gram as Financial Econo-
mist in the East Asia & Pac-
i Reglonal Wice
Presidency in 1996 In
2000, he had become one

Sec-

and he depured to
Serve as Dll\tclnr from 2011
102015,

Very few 1AS officers
hawve such an ilhastricas

and company
who has helped pr prepsled

e o

Prolific writer
Mr. Somanathan is also a
prolific writer as e has pu-
blished dozens of papers
and articles on economics
in journals and newspap-
ers on fnance and public
pollcy. and s the author of
Troobes and chapters in

semraj athers.
“This is an excellent and

that,” sasd Mikan v,
Director of the South Asia
the le;

i the Centme, he helped
steer the economy at a cri
ical juncture during and af-

ter COVID-1% when the Un-
ion governments revenues
were hit by the pandemic.
e was appointed Expen-
diture Secretary in Decem-
ber 2019 and some of the
measures he initiated in-
<luded enforcing expendi-
ture curbs on various Ki-
mistries and departments

ross the Union govern-
the

background in economics
and his

Taniis atal public paliey,
At

pected o be the Cabinet

Secretary.

1 will say his appoint-
excellent choice

ing and would meticulous-
Ty focus on his job and de-
Uver it.” a serving Secretany
at the Centre told The
Hirefer

Poor insurance, diagnostic
access in rural areas: study

Bindu Shajan
NEW DELHL

Only S0% the rural house-
haol

any health insurance and
E1% have no lfe IIEuliﬂEE
reve st

Healtheare In kural india,

ries
medicines, fusther posing

Henges, the survey un:
s on-gn-

isation
" india‘s
Development Intelligence
Unit.

The survey ocoversd
5,389 rural househol
with an average size nfST

members and spanmed 21
States inchuding  Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Maharash-
tra. Mizoram. Punjab, Ta-
mil ™ and Umar pra-
desh. Llnly 12.2% of thes:
households have access to
subsidised medicines from
Mamtri pan
cu

Inadequate protection

The survey found that a little ower one in three of the 5,389

respondents in neal areas o cness. 21 SLaes d
Ies oo fioe GBS in theser househeld

iR nE Cower, or than

[Ty ——

Frivate health s arcs coeer
24

Veawe ot privabe and goet
heaith insurance cover
x tim e

ot have bealth

e

sushadhi Kendras,

while
1% lack a medical store in

commutable distance,

ays.
‘Only 399% of the respan-
dents confinrmed that there

dagnostic faciliny
within a

Tt el TaRe

sibiliny 1o affordable medi-
cine  ar  government
medical stores s o chal
lenge rural

A todal of 61% res
dents had access within

tance from their vIIIagE -
do Blood tests or medical
of

a routine health checkup
done unless a doctor sug-
so. Acces.

gests them to
» ]

from
their village to a private
mieic, reas on-

the premises of 3 health fa-
cility that pn s free
medicines.

Embassy says Russia no longer admitting
Indians to its military for Ukraine war

EW DELHI

Russia no longer admits n-

Em

iy g press

where it con-

tunate n-

stances of (Indian) casual-
ties

rracted for military service
in Russia,” the Russian Em-

Camght im a Bimds In March, seven Indians had released bas videas
seshing the Centre's help ta retsen, PraoTa

mdians who had
gone o Russia that india

Russian government to its
word.

The issse had been
raised by Prime Minkster
Marendra Mo when he
met Russian President Via-

dimir Putin in Moscow on
July 9, but while nfﬁ(jals
Said Mr. Putin
mised he wo Ldnmermgu—
discharge, there
no formal acceptance T
the Russian government
Ear.

cruits fraudulently, stress-
thar all_recruimm
e on a vol basis.

thar the Russian govern-
ment has at no point of
a

tary service in Russia its
statement said.

To a specific question
from Congress MPs Gausaw

Hindenburg
allegations:
Cong. slams
SEBI chief

MEW DELHE

The Congress on Saturday
the Latn phrase

used
“Quis Custodier fpsas= or
“whuc well lhegusl'ds
themselves” to take

swipe ar SEBI duelma-dha
uch, after U.S.
Seller Hindenburs leveliod

fun,
money-siphoning
Tagging the Hindenburg
post on the allegarions on
X. Congress leader jairam

themselves)~
pose, M

gust
ad]uulned sine die on the
asfternoon of August sch ir-
Self Mow we know why




Natwar Singh, former External Affairs Minister, dead

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Former External Affairs Mi-
nister K. Natwar Singh
passed away on Saturday at
the age of 95. He was hospi-
talised for nearly two
weeks in a clinic in Guru-
gram, outside New Delhi.

Mr. Singh served as the
External Affairs Minister in
2004-05 in the Cabinet of
former Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh in the
UPA regime.

A prolific writer and
chronicler, Singh started
his career as an Indian Fo-
reign Service officer in 1953
at the age of 22. He took
early retirement in 1984
when he contested from
Bharatpur in Rajasthan
and became a Lok Sabha
member. He served as the
Minister of State for Steel
in the Rajiv Gandhi govern-
ment and subsequently be-
came the Minister of State
for External Affairs in 1986.

Apart from leading In-

dia’s multilateral cam-
paigns at that time, he par-
ticipated in the Indian
plans for bringing an “Af-
ghan-led and Afghan-
owned” government at the
end of the Soviet occupa-
tion of Afghanistan. He vi-
sited Rome and tried to
open a dialogue with Af-
ghan King Zahir Shah in
the spring of 1988.

After joining the IFS on
April 14, 1953 he was post-
ed at South Block and the
districts where he served
for the next four years. At
that young age, he served
as a liaison officer for mul-
tiple delegations from Chi-
na, Egypt and Indonesia
that gave him an impres-
sion of the working of then
President of Egypt Gamal
Abdel Nasser, and Dr. Mo-
hammad Hatta of Indone-
sia.

He subsequently served
in multiple Indian missions
including in London,
where he worked under In-
dian High Commissioner

Natwar Singh, who started his career in the IFS at the age of 22, was
a prolific writer and chronicler. SANDEEP SAXENA

Vijay Lakshmi Pandit and
was attached to the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) un-
der Indira Gandhi in 1966.
He served in Mrs. Gandhi’s
PMO till 1971 and served in
Poland (1971-73) as the In-
dian Ambassador, and the
United Kingdom where he
was the Deputy High Com-
missioner when the Emer-
gency was imposed in 1975.

He was India’s High Com-
missioner to Pakistan bet-
ween 1982 and 1984 when
Mrs. Gandhi was in her last
stint and is known to have
interacted with the ruler of
Pakistan General Zia ul
Haq during that time on
multiple occasions convey-
ing India’s discomfort
about Pakistan’s policy on
the insurgency in Punjab.

He was bestowed the se-
cond highest civilian award
Padma Vibhushan after he
served as the head of the
preparatory committee of
the Non-Alignment Sum-
mit in New Delhi in 1983.

Singh had a spell of pol-
itical exile after his former
senior colleague P. V. Nara-
simha Rao became the
Prime Minister after the
1991 general election. He
had serious differences
with Rao and ultimately
became one of the foun-
ders of the All India Indira
Congress.

He returned to power in
2004 when Dr. Manmohan
Singh became the Prime
Minister of the UPA-1 go-
vernment but had to resign
after the oil-for-food scan-
dal broke out which indi-
cated that people close to
him, including his son, had
benefited out of the pay-
ments. Singh resigned in
March 2006 against the
backdrop of that contro-
versy, though he always

maintained that he had not
gained personally from the
payments.

As an author, he wrote a
number of books including
one on the Jat ruler of Bha-
ratpur, Suraj Mal. He was a
friend of Mulk Raj Anand,
E.M. Forster and many oth-
er 201 century literary
giants. He wrote several
volumes after leaving of-
fice as the External Affairs
Minister that recollected
his diplomatic journeys
from India to Zambia, Eth-
iopia, China, U.K., U.S.A.
and Pakistan.

Singh is survived by his
son Jagat Singh and wife
Heminder Kumari Singh.
Former Punjab Chief Mi-
nister Captain Amarinder
Singh is his brother-in-law.

His autobiography One
Life is Not Enough was pu-
blished in 2014. The book
was launched in a packed
event that was attended by
several stalwarts including
former Prime Miniseter Dr.
Manmohan Singh.



e Death Announcement:

* Former External Affairs Minister K. Natwar Singh passed away at the age of
95. He had been hospitalized for nearly two weeks in a clinic in Gurugram,
near New Delhi.

e Career Overview:

* Natwar Singh served as External Affairs Minister in 2004-05 in the UPA
government led by Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh.

* His career began in the Indian Foreign Service (IFS) in 1953 at the age of 22.
He held various significant diplomatic positions, including India’s High
Commissioner to Pakistan.



e Political Career:

* Natwar Singh entered politics in 1984, winning a Lok Sabha seat from
Bharatpur in Rajasthan. He held ministerial positions in the Rajiv
Gandhi government and later became a founder of the All India Indira
Congress after political differences with P.V. Narasimha Rao.

* He returned to power in 2004 but had to resign in 2005 due to the
oil-for-food scandal.



* Literary Contributions:

* Natwar Singh was also a prolific writer, having authored several
books, including an autobiography titled "One Life is Not Enough,"
published in 2014.



* Which of the following roles did Natwar Singh hold during his career?
1.High Commissioner to Pakistan

2.Minister of State for Finance

3.Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs

4.Governor of Rajasthan
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Sebi chief had stake in Adani offshore
entities, hence didn’t act: Hmdenburg

Cong wants JPC to probe "Adani mega
scam’, TMIC says Sebi chair must quit
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IN WEHAT RAISES questions of
conflics of intesess refaced to the
market the Us-based

Somanathan,
who cleaned
up finances

of govt, is new
Cabinet Secy

19

Adisei Growp Stern from SEBE
Chairperson Madhabi Buch's
complicity in using the exact
save funds used by Virod Adan

ulation™and fraud.
The port-to-energy conglomer-

2te fiad densed all these allega-

thons: the Supreme Court had re-

jected the demand for 2 CBI or

ourt-monsored probe-
Contirming with the saga and

quoting docu-

comment on the allegations

raised by Hindenburg.

While Congress said these
1 only s

ments™, Hindenburg Research

on
Satrclay afesed that “it Suspects
SEBI's unwillingness to take
mMeaningful ICTION AgaMSE Sus-

inthe

facibabi Purs Buch wne  Sebichief Madhabi Buch has mow ciai
inthe .
h Board
ofindia(Sebi)in 2017 andits  monehs aftes it had first kicked  the Adani money
nin March 2022 G 3 political Stonm in January  SCandal” 1o da
This report by Hindenburg 2023, alleging the Adani
comes almost 18  of Dhrazen Stock market manip-

revel
demand for SeTting up a ot
partia -
vestigate the full scope of the
Adani mesa - the
the Sebi

SEBI has taken
i Scrion sl Gther mispect
Adani shareholders operated by

chairperson must resign. ~This
raises fresh guestions sbout
NUED ON PAGE 2

PM visits landslide-hit Wayanad,
promlses support to Kerala govt

SHAIU PH
EVIRAS PAT aK
MEPPADI (WAYANAD)
AUGLST 10

ntly the Finance Secretary in
charge of the Department of
itre. will be the Officer

Two soldiers killed,
2 civilians injured in
Kashmn‘ encounter

and the Army Lusmched a search

landslide-hic
Wayanad on Saturday. Pr

SFNAGAR AUGUST 10

TWO SOLDIERS were kilied and
another injured in a gunfight
with militants in the forests of
south Kashmir's Anaatnag dis-

of wisch
Kashmir Valley to Kishtwar in
Sarremu division.

the Latest in a series of

While the
Chinar Corps said two soidiers
and were ingured in

ahead of Assembly poile e

nat
foc treatment™. a senice police of -

fices cold

n which erupted
after a jou R Police:

afwhom
Two succumbed.
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

As police confirm rape, murder of
Kolkata doctor, CM on back foot

SWEETY KUMARI.
RAVIK BHATTACHARYA
& ATRIMITRA

<OUKATA AUGUST 30

FHE RAPE and murder of a doc-
toe inside 2 hospital run by the
West Bengal government sent
shockwaves across the state,
with hundreds of doctors ceas-
ng work. and Chief Minister

SAGAR RAJPUT
MUMSAL AUGUST 10

th outside Mumbai
University Ground. 3 stone™s
i world away fro

bating
August ©. For the past &

<. these grandparents and
[athers have been holding.

Junior doctors protest in Kolkata, Saturday. /17 RELATED, &8

Minisser Pinarayl v-J.';y.u\ and
U te Suresh
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with a child affected

w

Lakhs of patent orders by
‘outsourced’ staff null and
void, says La Law Mlmstry

& ANANTHAKRS:
NEW DELHL AUGUST 10
INWEHAT

PUTSa mark
on the legalicy of firy cl‘p.\mml
sed in

AFTER
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SUGGESTION

Court’s SC/ST quota
ruling a setback, Govt
should act: Kharge

Calls for no change in quota policy,
says Opp parties united on issue

ASAD R
NEW DEL

AUGUST10

A DAY after BjF™s SC. ST MPs met
Prime Minister Narendra Mods
and the Union Cabinet turmed
o = e

coustr
r..mmunmn ~abig
for SCs and

Speaklng “to the media

Congchief:
SoutGovt)
can createa
Billina few
hours_.

SCs) Then, 3 do
thing In‘medlaleiy You could
have rejected the judgment of
the Supreme Court in the
Parliament and shoutd have

there. You can create 3
Bimina coupl e of hours For this.
€ have time despite 10
days tamving passed~
He said “the Scheduled Caste
gor reservation
through Baba Sabed,

PGS Pact s that tates. Pancst
2

latest in CM Himanta’s

SUKRITA BARUAH
GUWAHATI AUGUST 10

st
the last two years by the
Conrroller General of Patents.
Dessgrs and Trade Marks (CG-
POTA). the Union Law Ministry

~ lexicon: ‘Flood jihad’

city. had rapped the Sarma-ted
penit

Taking note of the ~“trauma
the Guwwahasi

et (ASC) oF India have Tubreciey
opined that these orders are that have already i and claimed that the universsty.
“legally unenforceal they pacted hundreds Swned by a Bengali-orgin
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In July. Jeading to a “stam-
pedeiSe sinuation-. 25000
job seekers had turned up for
2.216 vacancies for the of
icaders at Mumbai airport

were witnessed

Simitar scenes
in Cujarars Bharuch in July.
where nearly 1.800

furned up Sor 10 openings ata

n
University Ground is 2
ho ower

ais-

tricewith her facher Shankar. 63,
and one-year-old daughter.

On the footpath outside.
Shankar, 3 farmer, beid his
granddaughter who had been

Bty for pearty

1empe 1o soothe Saisha by
ing with her and even offering
hes bescuits.

“She had fed Saisha before

soing inside a8 2 pon.
fo make the baby sleep for 3
while: bux she | - crying
fow he: since she woke
s e Pipicss mrandta
ther.

After Shankar. some

Sowed to enter the ground. As

personnel
at the running area and the
conTINUI AGE 2




MONDAY
August [Z, 2024
ANTERNATIONAL
EDITION

20 Pages

B,
E

2
oy a2

PoLLOW Us
e ineweth. v
inverutarapy

b et e

Vol 2+ Na. 192

LR Y

[Ty

CORRUPTION ALLEGATION

Tender to procure X-ray
scanner under lens

NEWS 3 PAGE 4

KOLKATA BOCTOR'S MURDER
Protests rage across
medical colleges

MEWS 3 PAGE &

PMLA CONUNDRUM

SC must clarify
on cases against
political parties

riminal cases are
Sraught with problems

EDITORIAL ® PAGE 8

MUMERD UND

Women hoopsters
help USA top tally

SPORT » PAGE 27

INSIDE

=
In

INDIA bloc begins
seat-sharing talks

mANGHI
I the run-us 1o the Assembly
election in Jharkhand, hard
bargaining is on in the ruling.
Inlin Naticrsl D mentss,
Inclusive Alisre aver the

sea sharing formula in

the State 5 PAGE 3

Jaishankar
concludes 3-day
visit to Maldives

MALE
External Afisis Minister 5.
Jaishankar on Suncay
cancluded 2 crucial vist ta
Male, assuring the country’s

Hindenburg report raises political storm

inst SEBI chief: BIP sees bid by global forces to halt India’s progress; Rahul terms revelations against
Buch ‘explosive; and wonders why she had not resigned; he savs its slowly becoming crystal clear why Prime Minister is against a JPC investigating charges in this matter

Congress seeks JPC

NEW DELHL

eader of the Opposi-

tion in the Lok Sab-

ha, Rahul Gandhi,
on Sunday demanded a
Joint Parliamentary €
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the charges against Securi-
ties and Exchange Board
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son Madhabi Puri Buch in
the latest Hindenburg re-
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SEBI, Buch deny charges
by Hindenburg; investors
advised to remain calm

BaUMEBAL

Denying allegations in the
latest Hindenburg report,
the Securites and
change Board of Indis =
advised in-

Crest gate of Tungabhadra reservoir washed
away, alert issued as outflow set to increase

o

mainsain the fal Ful.l reservair

level (F 33 feet

o sworage of
105788 tmct.

After the chain link of

e 19 was broken
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¥

i T st
opened to reduce the pressure an the broken gate, 51

away in the current around
10.50 pm., the remaining
32 crest gates were opened
o reduce the pressure on
the broken gate. The dis-
charge gradually increased

and the rivers

Scurces in the trrigation
Central Zone (Munirabad)

-

of Karnaraka Neeravari Ni-
gam Lad. (KNNL) said the
discharge would have tm be

ncreased to 2 lakh cusecs
for the next four days to
bring down the water lewel
in the reservoir and start

repair works.
Deputy Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar rushed o
the reservoir along with
Minor Irrigation Minister
N5, Boseraju,

servoir needed to be re-
duced tn about 60 tmeft to
take up repairs.
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Hindenburg report raises political storm

Congress seeks JPC probe into allegations by investment research firm against SEBI chief; BJP sees bid by global forces to halt India’s progress; Rahul terms revelations against

Buch ‘explosive, and wonders why she had not resigned; he says it’s slowly becoming crystal clear why Prime Minister is against a JPC investigating charges in this matter

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

eader of the Opposi-
L tion in the Lok Sab-

ha, Rahul Gandhi,
on Sunday demanded a
Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) inquiry into
the charges against Securi-
ties and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) Chairper-
son Madhabi Puri Buch in
the latest Hindenburg re-
port.

The BJP dismissed the
claims asserting that many
global forces, with the help
of the Congress “dynasty”,
were attempting to hinder
India’s progress.

Even as Ms. Buch and
her husband have denied
“the baseless allegations
and insinuations made in
the report”, Mr. Gandhi, in
a videographed statement,
termed the revelations
against her “explosive”,
wondering why she had
not yet resigned. “New al-
legations have emerged, is

the Supreme Court going
to look at this matter suo
motu again,” he asked.

The Adani Group has
described the report as “a
recycling of discredited
claims that have been tho-
roughly investigated, pro-
ven to be baseless and al-
ready dismissed by the
Hon’ble Supreme Court in
January 2024”.

The U.S.-based short
seller on Saturday had said
that the chief of India’s
stock market regulator, in
charge of probing allega-
tions against the Adani
group of companies, her-
self had a stake in offshore
entities linked to what it
claimed was “the Adani
money siphoning
scandal”.

Mr. Gandhi on Sunday
said there was a significant
risk in the Indian stock
market as the governing in-
stitution was “compro-
mised”. “A serious allega-
tion against the Adani
Group was illegal share ow-

- @

The savings of
millions of Indians
are at risk. It is, therefore,
imperative that this matter is
investigated

RAHUL GANDHI

Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha

nership and price manipu-
lation using offshore funds.
It has now emerged that
SEBI Chairperson Madhabi
Buch and her husband had
an interest in one of those
funds... the savings of mil-
lions of Indians are at risk.
It is, therefore, imperative
that this matter is investi-
gated,” he said.

He asked if something
were to go wrong and in-
vestors were to lose their
hard-earned money, who
would be responsible? “Is
the Prime Minister of India
responsible? Is Madhabi
Buch responsible, or is Mr.
Adani responsible?... it’s
slowly becoming crystal

clear why PM [Narendra]
Modi is against a JPC look-
ing into this matter,” Mr.
Gandhi said.

Earlier, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
said the small and medium
investors in the stock mar-
ket needed to be protect-
ed, demanding a JPC inqui-
ry. “Until then, concerns
persist that PM Modi will
continue to shield his ally,
compromising India’s Con-
stitutional institutions,
painstakingly built over se-
ven decades,” he said on X.

All India Professionals’
Congress chairman Pra-
veen Chakravarty said the
controversy  highlighted

the need for technocrats
and lateral entrants to res-
ponsible public positions
to be ethically, legally, and
optically above board. “Bo-
dies such as the Economic
Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister also has
several members that si-
multaneously hold private
sector positions... the op-
tics does not bode well
even if all the members are
capable individuals of the
highest integrity,” he said.

Parties seek probe
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) leader Sitaram
Yechury also sought a JPC
probe, while D. Raja of the
Communist Party of India
accused the BJP of serving
only corporate interests to
the extent of protecting the
“corrupt practices of their
favoured corporates”.
Mahua Moitra, Trina-
mool Congress MP, took to
X to demand answers from
the SEBI chief to several
questions related to the

new report. Talking to the
media, Rashtriya Janata
Dal MP Manoj Kumar Jha
said the report showed
how the system in the
country was rigged and ef-
forts were made to hide
the “corruption”.

Samajwadi Party’s Akhi-
lesh Yadav also demanded
an investigation.

However, terming the
latest Hindenburg report a
smoking gun, BJP leader
and former Union Minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar said
it was an attack on SEBI by
a foreign entity, which was
in “an obvious partner-
ship” with the Congress
and had an ominous mo-
tive and goal. He said the
move was meant for desta-
bilising and discrediting
one of the world’s stron-
gest financial systems and
create chaos in the world’s
fastest growing economy.

On X, Mr. Chandrasek-
har said “its classic Cong
style innuendo & lies glued
together with a few grains

of truth” and was aimed at
discrediting the regulator,
causing chaos and losses in
the markets for investors,
thus slowing down bullish
sentiments.

“India’s financial sector
has been rebuilt in last 10
years by @narendramodi -
from the shattered, crony
lending PSU banks and
10% NPA legacy of UPA, in-
sider trading Ponzi frauds
like Sahara scam, to a vi-
brant financial system that
is supplying equity and
credit to the world’s fastest
growing economy i.e. In-
dia. Even as banks in US
fail and stock markets col-
lapse, Indian banks and
markets continue to grow. I
have said often and say
again -- many global forces
with help of Cong dynasty
want (to) slow down or trip
up India’s rise. We won'’t
let them...,” said the BJP
leader.
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POd | um Aman Sehrawat’s bronze in wrestling in the Paris Olympics marked
. o the 41st medal for India. Norman Pritchard won the first medal in
e i; o fl n ISheS the 1900 event, also in Paris. The graph plots the winners

1900 1932 1952 1996 2008 2024

Track :_ T E e (Rt e PP Harmanpreet Singh (Captain, hockey team)
Hockey @ ® o —— 41-year wait for medal—®
Wrestlin ® K.D.Jadhavwon India’s firstindividual @ @ @ @

& Olympic medal after Independence ® ® gg;\ar:wat
Tennis Leander Paes —@ f
Weightlifting Karnam Malleswari, first woman medallist —@ @ ‘q.; '

Manu Bhaker
Shooting Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, first individual silver —& ®
o

Abhinav Bindra, first individual gold

Badminton ® 0 ©° vt
Sarabjot Singh

Boxing In 2024, Manu became the first Indian post-Independence to ® O ®
win multiple medals in a single edition

Javelin In 2024, Neeraj became the first track-and-field athlete  Neeraj

from India to win medals in consecutive Olympics Chopra ;-*-_"' Swapnil Kusale

Gold @ Silver @ Bronze Il : Manu and Sarabjot won bronze in a mixed event
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Mamata urges Majhi to look

into “assault” on labourers

West Bengal Chie
Sunday cafled up her

co
Charan Majhi and requested him 1o book

of assanls on labourers from the
aid.

incidents
stare there. a senior official
have

izl <
runizies avail

£ Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Odisha

unterpart Mohan
into

Activists in Sikkim protest

against shooting of stray dog
Andmal rights activists in Sikkim’s capital Gangtok
ook out a rally on Sunday 1o protest the

- The dog

over rape, murder of doctor

Kolkata Police Commmissiomer mects

el

thern not to believe in rumours;

students camn

approach police with gueries. he says: doctors’ group calls for halt of elective services in hospitals

EoLATa

rotests  conminued

anded in 14 days of pol-
ce custody.

Under mounting pres-
sure, the State ment
removed Sanjay Washisth,
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Kolkata an Sunday. CEEASISH

been ghven

preme Court.” Pointing owt
that there were several ru-
mours abour the involve-

Meanwhile, support for
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dent and Unlon Minkster
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lemer to Union Health nai-
nister JP. Madda, demand-
ing investgation by the
Central Bureau of nwesti-
on (OB
1 request you o send a
Y M-
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:I|a1: the students can ap-
ach the police with
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by SEBI to hit brokers,
exchanges: reports

MEW DELIL

Stock exchanges and brok-

ers, carering to retail trad-

ers, could be it hard by

the Securities

change Board of mdiz's
d measures for fu-

mus & oprions (F&O) mwad-

egulari

implemented,
number of Investors could

wihao
depend heavily on re[:n'l in-
vestors, are expe o be
more affected than (rs.r_‘h
tonal full-service brokers.
in its consul-

in July, pro-
measures, in

and upfrons collection of
opton  premiums,
day monkoring of positon
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strike prices. removal of
calendar sprea
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gin. The SEBI stoted that
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enhancing  Investor
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Emnplemented, the number of
rreestars could decrease.

measures to reduce the
number of
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Stk Eachange (NSE 1o b
more afectod than the Bs
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PM Modi
releases 109
high-yielding
seed varieties

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday released
109 high-yielding, climate-
resilient, and biofortified
seed varieties of agricultu-
ral and horticultural crops,
aiming to enhance farm
productivity and farmers’
income.

Developed by the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR), these varie-
ties span 61 crops, includ-
ing 34 field crops and 27
horticultural crops. The
field crop varieties include
cereals, millets, forage
crops, oilseeds, pulses, su-
garcane, cotton, and fiber
Ccrops.

For horticulture, the
Prime Minister released
new varieties of fruits, ve-
getables, plantation crops,
tubers, spices, flowers, and
medicinal plants.

Mr. Modi unveiled the
seeds at three experimen-
tal agriculture plots at Del-
hi’s Pusa Campus.
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What is the Google ‘monopoly’ antitrust
case and how does it affect consumers?

When a y comes into existence. rivals are forced out and the company with the most power is able to abuse customers because they have
very few other options. The US. Department of Justice sought to establish that Google had a monopoly in the web search and advertising sectors

John Xavier
Sahana Venugopal
The story so far:
n August 5, Google lost a major
antitrust case brought
i by the U.S. Department of

mmmpoly in the web search and

advertising sectors. The 10-weeklong
etk trin st cocl: place in September
2023 saw high-profile tech leaders,
including Google CEO Sundar Pichai and
Aficrosolt CEO Satyn Nadella, eatifying

monopoly. Its
gxchusive deals with handset makers were

brought before the court

the end, U.; s Diserice ]ud&E Amis Mehita

Futed ot Google was a monopolist.

What did the ruling state?

According to the ruling, Google's search
dominance was majorly achleved through
a strategy of exclusive distributiol

How do monopolistic practices harm

welghed the witness testimony and
evidence, the court reaches the
and it

has acted as one to maintain its
monopoly. It has violated Section 2 of the
Act”

the ruling noted,
mfemmmg a'U.S. Law that views husinesx

an offnce. Per the court, Coogle used s
monopoly power in two markets: general
te:

court finds
That Coogie has cxarcised s menopoly
power by ch:

around the world monitor how
bu;ume; use technology in their

0 prevent the of
power in the hands of a fow entities. This
ensures hez.lmy competition in the
market segmen

enforce our antitruse laws.~
Google & far from the only company in
the regulator’s line of vision.
The U.S. DOJ is also reportedly teaming.
up with the U.S. Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) to act against other
large tech players on antitrust grounds,
Openal, and Nvidia,

so that all
A Setoing 6o 01 Dester for thatr
When a monopoly comes into

the most power is able to al

arging
prices for general search text ads. That
conduct has allowed e to earn
monopoly profits,” reported the fling.
Furthermore, the court harshly criticised
the way Google failed to preserve
nce that could

<con dmmmn\wo(memdx

because they have very few

as per The New York Times.

What ne:
Google will be appealing the ruling. In the
meantime, the court has

other opt . Such companies also o re:
the incentive to keep llnpfovlng the meeting with Judge Mehta on September
quality of their produc o, . in this case, could range

The court ruling In the Google case a re between breaking up Google to
even pointed to this as a risk factor. ordering the search giant to end its

s als with mobile m.

1n 2020, Google conducted a quality The former could (undamenully alter
degradation study, which showed that it the dynamics of consumer digital
would not lose ue if it were to | business market as Ge a key

elsewhere is something only a firm with
monopoly power could do.

What did the U.S. DOJ say?

The U.S. DOJ hailed the ruling as a public

wvictory for internet users in the U.S.
“This victory (.-mye isan

or default This
refers o the way Google entered into
rative contracts with ~brow: sanctioned for the wz) it fafled to
mobile device preserve though
nd wireless carriers™ so that it was the court warned it m;gm notbe so
first or default search engine that users of | “lucky” in a future case.
such services or new phons were given. Jjudge obse: at Google had brought

Google pays for this privile;
shelled one more than $36. Eiliion for It in
2021, per the

AP having carefully considered and

=
trust of hundreds of millions of daily
users.”

s230 Artorney Genesal Merrick B. mmnd

In a statement on the DOJ ‘A‘ehsﬁe.
company — no matter how

influential - is above the Law. Fhe Justice

s
role by providing its platform to both
indtviduals and businesses to interact. In
the latter case, In terms.

effect, handse: makers could lose billions
of dollars they receive from Google

pre-oad the company’s se: engine in
the sma;

Departm, nst Google in
angther antitrst triat o nm deals with the
Internet company’s nology.

THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in answers 1o
2 @thebindu <o.in

On his 105th birth anniversary, a quiz on Vikram Sarabhai’s life beyond ISRO

Cambridge, who was his

nd Answers to the August 9 edition

ENOW YOUR ENGLISH

I was miffed
that I was not
invited to sing

Evervbody in office seems
disturbed. However. my colle:
are being very tightdipped about it

S Upendran

“You look happy! Does this mean that
rou've promotion?”

g2

Nobody Is taking. Theyre being very
tght-lipped about the interview:

“Fight lipped? Docs & mean they"re
angry about something?”

=That’s one of the meanings of the
word. When you look at someone
tght-lipped. you look at the individual

with your lips pressed together:

“How about this example? There's no
point talking to Aditya right now. He's
anly giving tightlipped replies”

example. 'ngh upped can also

about some
about ie

He's unwilling to give any Information
about the

~Exactly! The Minister has remained
tight lipped about the cause of the
accident.

“Nobody really knows much about
Naveen. He's always been tight lipped
about his private life~

~Jai, on the other hand, is not

Winen an indnidua; rermms ligh(-llwed
matter, he

Aipped: and ‘st
ing?~

who
'snﬂ‘uppel [ does not
show or Ie\eal his feeli
‘words, even ‘Aben heis
lerri:ly peet, he Laeps his cool
Exactly! A bad situation doesn't get
the better of him "
“He & a very determined indsvidual
't his emotions.

=0 trike.

“No marter what they say or do, keep a
SUff upper lip. Don't let them get a sense
of what you're really interested in.-

“Aren’t you angry that your co colleagues
are being tight lipped about
promotion? After all, isn’

el Lwas abie mlﬁed lnma.lly.

“Miffed? What

Mo 1 masd mmostly used in informal
contexts o mean annoyed — especially

e way a person behaves —

oy Taa reate yom =

“In other words, the person Is not nice
o you:

“His behaviour may be rather

were fed when the school decided to
cancel (MI.I wisit to the
e@gmat com

Questions
O the daily quizs 1 The name of the highest
coilian sward in Bangladesh. Ans: The Swadhinata
Padak (Independence Day Award)

2. Thiz river flows through Bangladesh and is known
az the Padma in the country. Ans: The Ganges
River ima)

3. The name of the traditional craft of Bangtadesh

Soctoral adviser? Likewise,
~ name the ISRO chairman
QuUEsTION 1 whose doctoral adviser
Name the national resesrch Sarabhai was.

institute Sarabhai founded in | &

QuEsTION &

In the mid-1970s, a French

Word ofthe day

Inclnerat
.,.«;.,.,N 10 ashes: cause to undergo
nbustio

residence before eventually acrozpace company where artisans create beas desigrs on textiles Synonym: bum
taking shape at the M.G. transferred its Viking engine using 3 resist-Gyeing technique. Ans: Makshi
Science Institute in technclogy to India, where the Kanth: USage: The poper incinerated quickly

Ahmedabad. Liguid Propulsion Systems 4. The Bangtadeshs festival that involves colourful —
~ Centre used it to build the bost races. Ans: Nouka Baich Pronunciation: sithyincineratepro
QuUESTION 2 famous engine. Fill in 5. The organisers of the “Concert for Bangladesh™, on

International Phonetic

in 1962, Sarabhai zet up the the biank. Hint: It is based on August 1, 1971, 3t Madison Square Garden in New
Indian National Committee for | Sarabhai's full name. ven City. Ans: George Harrison and Ravi Shankar Alphabet: mnasert,
Space Rescarch (INCOSPAR! N - The unique characteristic of the Grameen Bank's

the body that later became QUESTION S
LSRO. Which body aversaw Sarabhai's siblings X and ¥
=pace-relsted activities in were instrumental

india before INCOSPAR?

appnoa:h 1o lending. particutarly in the context of its.
The majority of its borrowers are —~

Visak: The UNESCO World eritage site in For feedback and suggestions for
Bangladesh which is famous for its intricate Text & Context, please write to
cotta Hindu temples from the medieval period. letters@thehindu.co.in
Ans: The Historic Mosque City of Bagerhat with the subject “Text & Context”
Bird: Scema Das

= 232 » =

~
Visual question:

Wihat is the original name of this building and what is its connection to
Sarabhai? LAXSMO (T BY-544.9) Earty

¥ > ] g

~
QUESTION 3 Anmed
When Sarabhai was doing his | India Report’ on industrial

PhD at the University of Gesign in 1958, Name X and ¥.




John Xavier
Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
n August 5, Google lost a major
antitrust case brought against
it by the U.S. Department of
Justice (DOJ) that sought to
establish that the tech giant had a
monopoly in the web search and
advertising sectors. The 10-week-long
bench trial that took place in September
2023 saw high-profile tech leaders,
including Google CEO Sundar Pichai and
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella, testifying
before the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia. The lawsuit accused
Google of using its dominant position in
the search engine market to elbow out
rivals and maintain monopoly. Its
exclusive deals with handset makers were
brought before the court as evidence. In
the end, U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta
ruled that Google was a monopolist.

What did the ruling state?
According to the ruling, Google’s search
dominance was majorly achieved through
a strategy of exclusive distribution
agreements, or default distribution. This
refers to the way Google entered into
lucrative contracts with “browser
developers, mobile device manufacturers,
and wireless carriers” so that it was the
first or default search engine that users of
such services or new phones were given.
Google pays for this privilege and has
shelled out more than $26 billion for it in
2021, per the court.

“After having carefully considered and

weighed the witness testimony and
evidence, the court reaches the following
conclusion: Google is a monopolist, and it
has acted as one to maintain its
monopoly. It has violated Section 2 of the
Sherman Act,” the ruling noted,
referencing a U.S. law that views business
monopoly or attempts at monopolising as
an offence. Per the court, Google used its
monopoly power in two markets: general
search services and general search text
ads. “Importantly, the court also finds
that Google has exercised its monopoly
power by charging supra-competitive
prices for general search text ads. That
conduct has allowed Google to earn
monopoly profits,” reported the filing.
Furthermore, the court harshly criticised
the way Google failed to preserve
employee correspondence that could
have served as evidence.

However, some of the court’s
conclusions were in favour of the tech
giant. It was determined that Google did
not have monopoly power in the search
advertising market. The court also noted
there was no product market for general
search advertising and that Google was
not liable for actions involving its
advertising platform.

In addition to this, Google will not be
sanctioned for the way it failed to
preserve employee chat messages, though
the court warned it might not be so
“lucky” in a future case. Interestingly, the
judge observed that Google had brought
out the “industry’s highest quality search
engine, which has earned Google the
trust of hundreds of millions of daily
users.”

How do monopolistic practices harm
consumer experience?
Regulators around the world monitor how
businesses use technology in their
countries, to prevent the concentration of
power in the hands of a few entities. This
ensures healthy competition in the
market segment, so that all participants
are striving to do better for their
customers. When a monopoly comes into
existence, however, rivals may be forced
out of the market while the company with
the most power is able to abuse
customers because they have very few
other options. Such companies also lose
the incentive to keep improving the
quality of their product.

The court ruling in the Google case
even pointed to this as a risk factor.

“Google’s indifference is unsurprising.
In 2020, Google conducted a quality
degradation study, which showed that it
would not lose search revenue if it were to
significantly reduce the quality of its
search product,” observed the filing, “the
fact that Google makes product changes
without concern that its users might go
elsewhere is something only a firm with
monopoly power could do.”

What did the U.S. DOJ say?
The U.S. DOJ hailed the ruling as a public
victory for internet users in the U.S.
“This victory against Google is an
historic win for the American people,”
said Attorney General Merrick B. Garland
in a statement on the DOJ website. “No
company — no matter how large or
influential — is above the law. The Justice
Department will continue to vigorously

enforce our antitrust laws.”

Google is far from the only company in
the regulator’s line of vision.

The U.S. DQJ is also reportedly teaming
up with the U.S. Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) to act against other
large tech players on antitrust grounds,
including Microsoft, OpenAl, and Nvidia,
as per The New York Times.

What happens next?

Google will be appealing the ruling. In the
meantime, the court has asked both
parties, Google and the Department of
Justice, to find a remedy ahead of their
meeting with Judge Mehta on September
9. The remedy, in this case, could range
anywhere between breaking up Google to
ordering the search giant to end its
exclusive deals with mobile makers.

The former could fundamentally alter
the dynamics of consumer digital
business market as Google plays a key
role by providing its platform to both
individuals and businesses to interact. In
the latter case, in terms of immediate
effect, handset makers could lose billions
of dollars they receive from Google to
pre-load the company’s search engine in
the smartphone.

This hefty payment to smartphone
makers, particularly Apple,
disincentivises them from innovating a
rival search engine. Apple, during the
hearing, had said that it will continue to
use Google as its default search engine.
Apart from this lawsuit, the Justice
Department is set to go against Google in
another antitrust trial that deals with the
internet company’s ad technology.



* Google's Monopoly: The court determined that Google is a
monopolist in two markets:

e general search services and
* general search text ads.

* The monopoly was achieved through exclusive distribution
agreements, where Google pays to ensure that its search engine is
the default on various devices.



Court's Findings: While the court found Google guilty
of maintaining a monopoly, it did not find Google guilty
of having a monopoly in the search advertising market.

Google will not be sanctioned for failing to preserve
certain employee chat messages.




* Impact on Consumers:

* The article discusses how monopolistic practices harm consumer
experience by reducing competition and innovation. This is
particularly important in technology markets where companies like
Google hold significant market power.



DOJ's Stance: The DOJ hailed the ruling as a victory for
internet users in the U.S., emphasizing that the law
applies to all companies, regardless of size or influence.

What’s Next: Google plans to appeal the ruling, and
potential remedies could include breaking up Google or
ending its exclusive deals with mobile makers.




* According to the article, what was one of the key reasons the court
found Google to have maintained its monopoly?

1.Google underpriced its services to drive out competitors.
2.Google’s search engine was the first to launch globally.

3.Google used exclusive distribution agreements to become the default
search engine.

4.Google had superior technology that competitors could not match.
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Brazil's Marta hints at retirement

after finishing with a silver

=

Marta said on Saturday that defeat in the Ohmpic women's Soctball

final was Skely her Last 3

nce for Brazil. “In the Olympic Games
(yes) and probably in official competition,

7 Marta said sfter Brazl's

0-1 Lo & Szt LISA_ e it ghings n.nppm Sromn foothal | 2m

going to try to

REDEMPTION

Taiwan's Lin claims 57kg
Olvmpic boxing crown

r=

-~
Taiwen's Lin Yu-ting won her Paris Ofympics women's boxing final
on Saturday. A day sfter Aigeria’s Imane KheSf clinched gold at

eekg. Lin

paints decision

SThg
win over Poland's Julia Szeremeta 2t Roland Garros. It was Taawan's

second gold of the Games.

PFPOWER-FPACKED

Talakhadze clinches his third

~
Lasha Talakhadze of Georgia won his third consecutive

in the heaviest weightlift

ing division, taking gold in the men'

=

Olympic title
w102

Kilograms on Saturday. Talakhadze won gold in the men's +102

108
and <105 kiograms in 2016 at Rio de Janeiro

in Takyo years 20

RECOGNITION
Nadeem set to be honoured
with Hilal-e-Imtiaz Award

REUTERS

~
Javeln thrower Arshad Nadeem is set to be honoured with the
¥lale-Imtiaz fawvard by the Pakistan L i the

civisan

of
and Nodeerm will get this avard for prcd gold medal at the Paris

Olmpics.

Pasistan

A mixed bouquet of hits and near misses for India

PRARIS 2024

Qs>

aris 2024 will be re-

PARES

six
brought joy to the Indians
as well as the six fourth
place finishes that resulted
in heartbreaks.

A medal less than what
was achieved in Tokyo

restricted celebra-

a promising picture of In-
dian sports.
Neeraj Chopra,
Bhaker, bjot  Singh,
Swapnil Kusale, Aman Seh-
rawat and the 1

Manu

the medals tally while To-
kyo's one gold. two silver
and four bronze had put in
4sth.

Shooters Manu (25m

sports pistoD. Arjun Babu-
ta (QOm air rifle
mmixed team pair of Anant.
jeet Singh Naruka and Ma-

heshwari Chauhan (skeen),
the archery mixed team
pair of Ankita Bhakat and
B. Dhiraj. shuttler Lakshya
Sen and wetghelier Mira-
bai Chanu missed podi

finishes by the smallest of
mar;

The quarterfinal losses
of boxers Nishant Dev and

The highs: Manu. Sarabjot. Aman, Meeraj. Kusale and the Indian men's hockey team ensured glory for the:

wrestler Vinesh Phogat af-

ter reaching the women's
SOkg final was another
blow to =

ust a
slep vy Bt Seiaing &
medal, added to the coun-
try’s so-near-yet-so-far mo-
ments.

The of

After wresder Sushil Ku-
mar and shuttler P.V. Sind-
hu, Neeraj became the
third Indian to claim two

me-

his personal best 89.94m,
to pick up a silver. The
world champion needs to

one less than that of Tokyo and the performance may make the decision make:

get fitter to cross the much-
awaited 90m mark.
After their flop shows in
2016 and 2020, the Indian
Abiotteicn ioouiossl. baek:
her Tokyo disap-

tory by becoming the first
indian woman shooter and

the first from the country
to take two bronze medals
in a Games (in 10m air pis-
tol individual and mixed
team with Sarabjot) —
scripted a superb turna-
round.

Kusale added another
bronze in the SOm rifle 3-

s pro-

dia’s solitary medal from
wrestli

Two-time World cham-
medallist  Vi-

st
ning World and Olympic

cond morning ahead of her
nd

She has aled to the
Court of Arbitration for
isqual

at TOPS and MOC go in for a re-think

The Indian hockey team
showed consistency, de:

pite the change in its coach
about a year back, to retain
its bronze medal_ It delight-
ed the crores of Indians,
who are emotionally ai
tached to the sport for its

o se.
P.R. Sreejesh.

mance., f h the cen-
tral governmen: nt
hundreds of  crores

through the Target Olym-
ic  Podium  Scheme
{TOPS) and Mission Olym-
pic Cell (MOC) to provide
full support to the athletes,
may make the decision

tive, they tell us the capa-
bility of the Indian athletes
on the biggest stage.

These also underscore
the necessity to continue

s can

1o bia for the 2036 Otym:
As paris closed

d Games, India would
do well to take a leaf out of
France's book to transform
itself as a sporting nation.

Kipyegon makes 1,500m history;
USA underlines its dominance

atac

Agen:
PARIS

History-making Faith Ki-
pyegon became the first
woman to win three con-
secutive Olympic 1.500m

titles as the United States
ged mor

rday eo confirm fes

inance.

offered up another star-
ding night of dramatic

was redemption
for hkob Ingebrigtsen in
the “5,000m. while
Pealangdor Tiamish Keor
won a jump-off for high
Jump gold.

Kipyegon made history
in spectacular style, the
30-year-old 2016 and 2020

e

tical masterpiece to take
£old in 3 new Olympic re-
cord of 3min S51.29sec.

What 2 show! The incredibie KGpyegon compicted 2 hat-trick. while Kerr won the high jurnp £oid after 3 jurmp-aff. 4> 2 GETTY IMASES

off world champion Marco
Arop of Canada for victory

In the men's S00m.
h jump, Kerr and

It was another
ble performance by Kipye.
gon, the reigning World

istory.

“It has been a week with
a lot of emotions,” sald Ki-
Pyegon in reference to win-
ning the 5,000m silver ear-
lier in the week_

Shelby

were locked on 2.36m at

the end of regulation com-

petition. But neither want-
har

“High jump’s always a
roller coaster, there's al-
ways guys who will miss
and then clear, and ehen

miss-

third consecutive Olympic
£old medal in the 1500m >

wond champlon Ingebrigt-
sen made up for his fourth
place in the 1500m with a

Emmanuel Wwanyonyt
made it two Kenyan golds
the night after he held

victory in the
£,000m:

Norwegian timed
130 13 Seee e gold, Ke-

nyas Ronald Kwemol tak-
ing sitver in 13:15.04.

USA's  Masal _ Russell
clocked 12.33sec for victo-

in 3.
out on breaking one of the
oldest world records in
athlesics — the 31517 se by
the former Soviet

1988,

USA topped the athletics
medals table with 14 golds,
11 silvers and nine bronzes.
Xenya wa second with four
golds, two silvers and four
bronzes.

GOLDIES

-~

Faith Kipygegen (Ken): Wo

Hamish Kerr (NZ): Men's High

e

USA [Christopher Baitey, Ver-

mom Norwood, Bryce Dead-
Benjamin): Moo=

Shamier Littls, Sydney
Mctoughtin Leveons, Sebby
The: Atexis Holmes): Wo
e O ek

Wang Livyi & Wang Qianyi
(Chm): Astic Swimming Ouet
Free Routy

USA: Men's Basketbalt

David Ahman & Jonatan Hedl-
wig (Sweel: Man’s Seoch Yaleybal
i W (30 s o e
ey 5

Lydla Ko (MZ}: Go¥ women's i
v

Stroke Pioy

Snlomrs sdwtoks (ipm): wresting
Womens Freestyte 62
etk
Bawing Men’s S7hg

Ui Qian (Cha): Saxing Women's
TShy

@hinmic  Gymnastics

Wenwen (Chn): Weighelfeing
Wamen +a.

reysen... pedalling to
thres goids. GeTTvisAGES

Fina

(veun): Mactern
Fentathion Women's Adrade

rtaly: voNerboll Wormen
Demmark: Handbhol ser

Harrie Lawreysen (Medl: O
ching Track Men's

Semnifer Vatemte (USA)
Tk Tomen's s
Ellesse Andrews (NZ): C
Frock Wamen's Sprinc
Serbia: Woter Pofo fen
USA: Boskeehal Women

India president Dilip
Tirkey invited some of
them over for lunch to
celebrate the national
team's second
nsecutive bronze medal
*in In the Olympics.
“Tirkey, always warm
towards the scr
thr long career
and even beyond it,
underlined the
importance of sports
writers in the growth of
the sport as he requested
present m gme

everyone
their autographs o

FTha etunmassumink Mingis dench Sivafinil deni i iafikis Smckiog
2t L 2 | e Inchs at the Closmg Cararmorny A TEANRoN
16|55
F7I )
[ | POSTCARD FROM PARIS
29| &5 e
=l s [1e]3z A gesture plece of cloth, which he
12 f1s 15§ a0 planned to frame in the HI
el i | aSptratn the Sffice. A call from hockey
2 - great Dhanraj Pillay to
s|il= = covering the sport, former aE
India captain and Hockey "““"‘“S"E:Em“ the '°‘“| e

e Sport ma
oq‘aslon al Lhe more
special.

The big sale

With the Olympics
drawing to a close, the
geEanisers decided to offer

huge discounts and a:
result one could see long
es in front of the

for their near and dear
ones. — Y.B. Sarangi

amex




Final medals table
V

USA
China
Japan

Australia

France

Nether-
lands

Great
Britain

Korea
Italy

Germany

India
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Winning over: Wizard had the crowd against him in the final, but

he soon had them eating out of his hand. GETTY IMAGES

Canada’s Wizard wins
men’s breaking title

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Canada’s B-Boy Phil Wi-
zard won the inaugural
Olympic men’s breaking
gold in Paris on Saturday,

beating France’s Dany
Dann in the final.
Phil Wizard, whose real

name is Philip Kim, tri-
umphed, with B-Boy Vic-

tor of the US taking bronze.

The competition saw 16
dancers going head-to-
head in a series of battles,
starting with a pool stage
before moving to a knock-
out round.

The B-Boys showcased
phenomenal athleticism
and creativity, wowing the
crowd at one of Paris’ most
elegant public spaces.
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How Centre’s Clean Plant Programme plans to boost production of fruits

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 11

THE UNION CABINET on Friday approved
the Clean Plant Programme (CPP), aimed at
increasing the yield and productivity of hor-
ticulture crops in India.

First announced in Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s interim Budget

POLICY

tain virus-free, high-quality planting mate-
rial (plants used for vegetative propagation)
in order to increase crop yields and improve
income opportunities. These are:

M Development of nine Clean Plant
Centers(CPCs)which will provide disease di-
agnostics and therapeutics, create mother
plants to be sent to nurseries,
and quarantine all domestic
and imported planting materi-
als intended for commercial

speech in February 2023, the
CPPis also targeted at enhancing the qual-
ity of fruit crops across the nation.

The Ministry of Agriculture has soughtan
allocation of Rs 1,765 crore for the pro-
gramme. One half of this will be sourced from
the budget of the Mission for Integrated
Development of Horticulture (MIDH), while
theother half will bein the form of aloan from
the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

How will the CPP work?
The programme has three main compo-
nents geared towards helping farmers ob-

propagation and distribution;

M Enhancement of infrastructure, includ-
ing the development of large-scale nurseries
to facilitate the efficient multiplication of
clean planting material — the mother plants
obtained from the CPCs will be multiplied in
nurseries and distributed to farmers;

M Creation of regulatory and certifica-
tion process to ensure thorough accounta-
bility and traceability in the productionand
sale of planting material.

What is the need for the CPP?
India is the second largest producer of

NINECITIES, NINE CLEAN PLANT CENTERS LINKED TOICAR INSTITUTES

The CPCs will be established in collaboration with the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) for specific
horticulture crops. Each CPCwill be linked to a different ICAR institute.

BN PUNE, the CPC for grapes will be
linked to the National Research Centre
for Grapes, Pune

BN BENGALURU, the CPC will cater
to four crops — mango, guava, dragon
fruit,and avocado — and be linked to the
Indian Institute of Horticultural
Research, Bengaluru

M IN NAGPUR, a CPC for citrus fruits
will be developed at the Central Citrus
Research Institute, Nagpur

fruits and vegetables in the world after China.
From2013-14t02023-24, the areaunder hor-
ticulture crops has risen from 24 million

WIN BIKANER, another CPC for citrus
fruits will be developed at the Central
Institute of Arid Horticulture, Bikaner

M IN SRINAGAR, a CPC for temperate
fruits — apple, almond, walnut, berries,
etc. — will be developed at the Central
Institute of Temperate Horticulture
(CITH), Srinagar

WIN MUKTESHWAR, another CPC for
temperate fruits will be developed at the
CITH’s regional station in Mukteshwar

hectares to 28.63 million hectares, and pro-
duction has increased from 2774 million met-
ric tonnes (mt) to 352 million mt.

M IN SOLAPUR, a CPC for pomegran-
atewill belinked to the National Research
Center on Pomegranate, Solapur

W IN EAST INDIA, a CPC for tropical
and subtropical plants will be devel-
oped in collaboration with to ICAR’s
East India Horticulture Centres in West
Bengal and Jharkhand

M IN LUCKNOW, the Central Institute
for Subtropical Horticulture will develop
a CPC for mango, guava, and litchi

Indiais alsoamajorimporter and exporter
of fresh fruits. In the financial year 2023-24,
Indiaexported fresh fruitsworth $1.15 billion,

while it imported fruits worth $2.73 billion.
With the rising consumption of fruits in the
country,demand hasspecifically increased for
planting materials of foreign apples, and “ex-
otics” such as avocado and blueberry.

According to sources, between 2018-20,
the EXIM committee for import of planting
material of fruit plants permitted the im-
port of 21.44 lakh apple plants in 2018,
which increased to 49.57 lakh in 2020. In
2018, permission was given to import only
1,000 avocado plants which increased to
26,500 in 2020. Similarly, permissions for
the import of blueberry plants went up
from 1.55lakh in 2018 to4.35 lakh in 2020.

Atpresent, the process of importing plants
is very cumbersome, with imported plants
having to be kept in quarantine for two years.
The CPCs will cut this period down to six
months, and thus make it easier for farmers
to access disease free and genuine planting
material for horticultural crops in India.

The concept of CPCs is on the lines of
projects in countries like the US, Israel, and
the Netherlands.



* The article discusses the Union Cabinet's approval of the Clean Plant
Programme (CPP) aimed at increasing the yield and productivity of

horticulture crops in India.
The program, announced in the interim Budget speech by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in February 2023, also focuses

on enhancing the quality of fruit crops across the nation.



Budget Allocation:

The Ministry of Agriculture has sought an allocation of Rs 1,765 crore for the

program.

Half of this will come from the budget of the Mission for Integrated
Development of Horticulture (MIDH), and the other half from a loan from the

Asian Development Bank (ADB).




* Programme Components:

e Establishment of nine Clean Plant Centers (CPCs) linked with Indian
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) institutes.

* The CPCs will provide disease diagnostics, create mother plants for
commercial propagation, and quarantine all domestic and imported
planting material.

* Enhancement of infrastructure to support large-scale nurseries and
facilitate multiplication of clean planting material.



* Locations of CPCs:
* Pune: Grapes, linked to the National Research Centre for Grapes.

e Bikaner: Citrus fruits, linked to the Central Institute of Arid
Horticulture.

* Nagpur: Citrus fruits, linked to the Central Citrus Research Institute.

* Solapur: Pomegranate, linked to the National Research Center on
Pomegranate.

 Srinagar and Mukteshwar: Temperate fruits (apple, almond, walnut,
etc.), linked to the Central Institute of Temperate Horticulture.



* Bengaluru: Mango, guava, dragon fruit, and avocado, linked to the
Indian Institute of Horticultural Research.Lucknow: Mango, guava,
and subtropical fruits, linked to the Central Institute for Subtropical
Horticulture.East India: Citrus and subtropical plants, in collaboration
with ICAR's centers in West Bengal and Jharkhand.



1.Need for CPP:

1. India is the second-largest producer of fruits and vegetables globally, with an
increasing area under horticulture crops.

2. The demand for planting materials for foreign fruits such as avocado and
blueberry has risen, leading to increased imports.

3. Current processes for importing plants are cumbersome, with lengthy
qguarantine periods. The CPP aims to cut this period and facilitate easier
access to disease-free and genuine planting material.



* What is one of the primary objectives of the Clean Plant Programme
(CPP) as discussed in the article?

1.To import more fruits from foreign countries to meet domestic
demand.

2.To establish a network of Clean Plant Centers (CPCs) across India to
enhance the quality and yield of horticulture crops.

3.To reduce the export of Indian fruits to increase domestic availability.

4.To increase the area under horticulture crops by 50% in the next five
years.



Warming of Great Barrier Reef Waters
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Mass bleaching events on the Great Barrier Reef in 2016, 2017 and 2020. (Credit: ARC Centre of
Excellence for Coral Reef Studies)
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About Hard Corals vs Soft Corals
# Large underwater structures — made of # Hard Corals - Rigid skeleton made
skeletons of colonial marine invertebrates of CaCO, - reef-building corals
‘coral’ — individually called polyp # Soft Corals - Non reef-building

# Symbiotic Relationship with algae
‘zooxanthellae’ (responsible for beautiful
colours of corals)

# Support over 25% of marine biodiversity

Great Barrier Reef (Australia)
# Largest Coral Reef in the World

# World Heritage Site (1981)

¥ Endures Mass Coral Bleaching

COraIs in India
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Australian Government

Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority
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* Ocean temperatures in the Great Barrier Reef hit their highest level in
400 years over the past decade. The reef suffered mass coral
bleaching events between 2016 and 2024.



* Great Barrier Reef (GBR)

* The GBR is the world's largest coral reef system. It's located in the
Coral Sea

 off the coast of Queensland, Australia.

* |t stretches across 2,300 km and is made up of around 3,000
individual reefs

« and 900 islands. The GBR is home to 400 types of coral, and 1,500
species of fish.

* |[t's also home to endangered species such as the dugong and the
large green turtle.



* The GBR is a UNESCO World Heritage site and was inscribed in 1981.
Widespread mass bleaching of the Great Barrier Reef was first seen in
1998 and happened again in 2002, 2016, 2017, 2020, 2022 and 2024.



» What are the Research Findings?

 Coral Bleaching: Aerial surveys of more than 300 reefs
along Australia's northeast coast revealed bleaching in shallow
waters, affecting two-thirds of the reef.

* Rising Threats: Even if global warming is kept under the Paris
Agreement's goal, 70% to 90% of corals across the globe could be
threatened.

 Less Diversity. Coral reefshave been evolving over the past quarter
century in

* response to bleaching events.



* What are Coral Reefs? ‘
* About:

* Coral reefs are marine ecosystems
primarily composed of coral polyps that
form symbiotic relationships with
zooxanthellae, a photosynthetic algae.

* The zooxanthellae provide corals with
nutrients and oxygen, while corals offer
shelter. This mutualism is vital for the
health and survival of coral
reefecosystems.




« Q.Consider the following statements: (2018)
. Most of the world’s coral reefs are in tropical waters.

. More than one-third of the world’s coral reefs are located in the territories of

1
2

3. Australia, Indonesia and Philippines.

4. Coral reefs host far more number of animal phyla than those hosted by tropical
5

. rainforests.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
« (a) 1 and 2 only

« (b) 3only

* (c)1and 3 only

s« (d1,2and3
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* Recently, the Madras High Court observed that an idol is treated as a
juristic personality in law during a case involving the closure of a
temple for 10 years without customary pujas due to a dispute
between the communities over the issue of Untouchability.



* The court emphasised the responsibility of the administration to
prevent the illegal closure of temples and ensure adherence to
worship rights.

* The Court recognized the idol in a temple can hold property and
engage in legal actions. A temple must remain open for
worship and customary rituals.



« The Doctrine of Parens Patriae, which means "parent of the nation," is

a legal principle that grants the state (judiciary) the inherent power and

authority to act as the guardian for those who are unable to care for
themselves.



Landslide Early Warning
Systems (LEWS) in India




* India launched its first regional early warning system
for rain-induced landslides

* About LEWS

* It is developed by the Geological Survey of India
(GSI), and is designed to predict the likelihood of
landslides based on rainfall data.

* The National Landslide Forecasting Centre started
by the GSI.

* Current Coverage: Daily forecasts are provided for
Kalimpong, Darjeeling, and the Nilgiris.

* |t will Extend coverage to other areas by 2030. '

/
7




Prediction: Assess likelihood of landslides.

Dissemination: Share information to mitigate impacts.

Response: Enable timely action based on forecasts.




* Types:

Regional Systems: Forecasts over larger areas but cannot pinpoint specific slopes.
Slope-Specific Systems: More detailed, targeting individual slopes.

International Comparisons:

Hong Kong: Effective communication through door-to-door campaigns.

Other Countries: Italy, the US, and Japan have developed advanced systems for
debris flows.



Word of the day

Incinerate:

become reduced to ashes; cause to undergo
combustion

Synonym: burn

Usa g€ The paper incinerated quickly.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/incineratepro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: /In'sinaJert/
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* Olympic Medals: The last Olympic
gold medals that were made
entirely out of gold were awarded in
1912. Today, gold medals are
primarily made of silver and coated
with about 6 grams of gold.
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Thank you
guys.
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