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UGC launches
new system for
open admissions

NEW DELHI

The UGC has introduced a new
procedure for students seeking
admission to open and
distance learning and online
programmes. The UGC said the
change aimed at ensuring that
students enrol only in
approved higher education
institutions to join these
programmes.) PAGE 6




The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

he University
I I I Grants Commis-
sion has intro-

duced a new enrolment
procedure for students
seeking admission to open
and distance learning
(ODL) and online pro-
grammes from the aca-
demic year 2024-25.

The UGC on Wednesday
said the change, effective
from September, aimed to
ensure that students enrol
only in approved higher
education institutions to
join these programmes.
UGC Chairman M. Jaga-
desh Kumar said the new
system would be applica-
ble to all UGC-approved
online courses and would
enhance transparency of
admissions.

By the new guidelines,
any student who intends to
enrol in these programmes
shall register on the UGC’s
Distance Education Bu-
reau (DEB) website with
the Academic Bank of Cre-
dit (ABC) ID to generate a
unique DEB ID. The unique
ID is for standardising the
admission procedure for
students enrolling in ODL

The new system, effective from September, will be applicable to all

UGC-approved online courses. NAGARA GOPAL

and online mode and safe-
guarding their academic
and career prospects.

The UGC has informed
all accredited institutions
and other stakeholders
that the creation of the
DEB-ID shall be required
for every student (except
foreign learners) willing to
enrol in ODL and online
programmes in recognised
and entitled institutions
from the academic session
beginning in September.
“The DEB ID once generat-
ed on the UGC-DEB web
portal will remain valid for
lifelong ODL and online
learning,” a UGC official
said.

“The UGC (ODL Pro-

grammes and Online Pro-
grammes)  Regulations,
2020 set the minimum
standards for such pro-
grammes, and a list of re-
cognised institutions is
available on the UGC Dis-
tance Education Bureau
website. Recent issues with
unrecognised institutions
admitting students high-
lighted the need for this
standardised procedure.
To safeguard student inter-
ests, the UGC has deve-
loped a mechanism requir-
ing students to register on
the UGC-DEB web portal
and create a unique DEB-
ID using their Academic
Bank of Credit ID,” Profes-
sor Kumar said.



* New Enrolment Procedure Introduced by UGC

* The University Grants Commission (UGC) has introduced a new
enrolment procedure for students seeking admission to open and
distance learning (ODL) and online programs starting from the
academic year 2024-25.

* The new system is effective from September and applies to all UGC-
approved online courses.



* Objective of the New System

* The aim is to ensure that students enroll only in approved higher
education institutions, thereby safeguarding their academic and
career prospects.

* The system is designed to enhance transparency in admissions and
ensure adherence to UGC regulations.



* Requirement of DEB ID

e Students intending to enroll in these programs must register on the
UGC’s Distance Education Bureau (DEB) website with the Academic
Bank of Credit (ABC) ID to generate a unique DEB ID.

* This unique ID will standardize the admission process and be valid for
lifelong ODL and online learning.



 Compliance and Regulations

* The new guidelines are mandatory for all recognized and entitled
Institutions.

* The UGC (ODL Programmes and Online Programmes) Regulations,
2020, set the minimum standards for such programs, and the list of
recognized institutions is available on the UGC DEB website.

* The creation of a DEB ID is not required for foreign learners.



* Protection Against Unrecognized Institutions

* The move comes after recent issues with unrecognized institutions
admitting students, highlighting the need for a standardized
procedure.

* The UGC aims to protect student interests by requiring them to
register and obtain a DEB ID before enrolling.



University Grants Commission

Visvavidyalaya Anudana Ayoga

sA-fas faga

Crest of the University Grants Commission
UGC

28 December 1956, 67 years
ago

Maulana Azad

New Delhi

Abbreviation
Formation

Founder
Headquarters
Location

Official
language

Owner
Chairman

Parent
organization

Budget (2021-
22)

= Ndia

English, Hindi

Government of India
Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar

Department of Higher
Education, Ministry of
Education, Government of
India

34,693 crore
(US$560 million)!"]




Consider the following statements regarding the new enrolment procedure introduced by the University
Grants Commission (UGC):

. The new system applies to all UGC-approved open and distance learning (ODL) and online programs starting
from the academic year 2024-25.

. The DEB ID, generated on the UGC-DEB website, will be valid for a limited period of five years.

. The creation of a DEB ID is mandatory for all students, including foreign learners, who wish to enroll in ODL
and online programs.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only

b) 1 and 2 only

c) 2 and 3 only

d)1,2 and3
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President approves four Kirti
Chakras, 18 Shaurya Chakras

Kirti Chakra was granted to Major Malla Rama Gopal Naidu, and posthumously to Colonel Manpreet Singh, Rifleman Ravi

Kumar and DSP Humayun Muzammil Bhat; two Shaurya Chakras went to Navy personnel and two to Air Force personnel

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

our Kirti Chakras,

three of them pos-

thumous, and 18
Shaurya Chakras, four pos-
thumous, are among the
103 gallantry awards ap-
proved by President Drou-
padi Murmu to armed forc-
es and Central Armed
Police Forces personnel on
the eve of Independence

Kirti Chakra was grant-
ed to Major Malla Rama
Gopal Naidu from the Ma-
ratha Light Infantry and
with 56 Rashtriya Rifles
(RR), and posthumously to
Colonel Manpreet Singh
from the Sikh Light Infan-
try and with 19 RR in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Rifleman
Ravi Kumar with Jammu
and Kashmir Light Infantry
and with 63 RR and Hu-
mayun Muzammil Bhat,
Deputy Superintendent,
Jammu and Kashmir Police
and with 19 RR.

Two Shaurya Chakras
went to Navy personnel
and two to Air Force per-
sonnel. Five of the 18 Shau-
rya Chakras were for CAPF
personnel under the Home
Ministry, two of which are
posthumous.

The awards include 64

< oMy

DSP Humayun Muzammil Bhat and, right, Colonel Manpreet Singh
died in an encounter in Anantnag last year. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Sena Medals (Gallantry),
including two posthu-
mous; 11 Nao Sena Medals
(Gallantry); and six Vayu
Sena Medals (Gallantry), a
Defence Ministry state-
ment said.

“The President has also
approved 39 Mention-in-
Despatches, including to
Army dog Kent (posthu-
mous) for their significant
contributions in different
military operations. The
operations include Opera-
tion Rakshak, Operation
Snow Leopard, Operation
Sahayata, Operation Hifa-
zat, Operation Orchid and
Operation Katchal."

In addition, the Presi-
dent approved one Presi-
dent’s Tatrakshak Medal
(Distinguished  Service);
one Tatrakshak Medal (Gal-

lantry) and two Tatrakshak
Medals (Meritorious Ser-
vice) to the Indian Coast
Guard personnel for ex-
ceptional bravery, devo-
tion to duty and merito-
rious service
demonstrated by the
recipients.

‘Raw courage’

On September 13, 2023,
Col. Singh was heading a
specific search and destroy
operation in densely for-
ested hills of a village in
Anantnag district of Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

“As the terrorist hideout
was identified, terrorists
opened indiscriminate fire
in a bid to escape. Col.
Singh, unmindful of his
own safety, returned fire
towards the escaping ter-

rorists, resulting in killing
of one terrorist,” the award
citation reads. “Displaying
extraordinary leadership,
the officer quickly reorgan-
ised the party to plug the
escape routes. He conti-
nued to direct fire on the
terrorists. However, in the
ensuing gunfight, Col
Singh sustained severe
gunshot wound on the
forehead.

“Col. Singh displayed
raw courage and unparal-
leled leadership by leading
from the front. His un-
daunting valour and quick
decision making led to the
elimination of one terrorist
and preventing escape of
other terrorists,” the cita-
tion states, recommending
him for the Kirti Chakra.

Major Naidu was the
leader of an ambush party
deployed along the Line of
Control in Kupwara district
on October 26, 2023 for in-
telligence-based counter
infiltration operation when
his scout spotted five terro-
rists. He immediately set
up an ambush to trap the
terrorists and during the
ensuing exchange of fire,
the officer rolled over un-
der a volley of fire, pinned
down the terrorist with
fire, facilitating elimination
of three terrorists, accord-

ing to his citation.

For planning and exe-
cuting clinical operation,
displaying nerves of steel
and utter disregard to own
safety while saving lives of
own troops, resolute lea-
dership and eliminating
two terrorists, Maj. Naidu
has been recommended
for Kirti Chakra, his cita-
tion reads.

Rifleman Ravi Kumar
was awarded for his ac-
tions in an operation on
September 12, 2023. He vo-
lunteered to be the leading
Scout of Commanding Of-
ficer's Quick Reaction
Team in hot pursuit of ter-
rorists in Rajouri district.
Their team was fired upon
as they were trailing terro-
rists and he pushed aside
his buddy towards safety,
dived, took cover and reta-
liated fire.

“Despite sustaining a hit
in the initial fire exchange,
he continued to engage the
two terrorists and grie-
vously injured one... He
was bleeding profusely, ne-
vertheless, he refused to
be evacuated and conti-
nued to pin down the ter-
rorists to prevent their es-
cape till he eventually lost
consciousness. While be-
ing evacuated, he breathed
his last,” the citation read.
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Gallantry (Military) Awards of India

Wartime Awards

(Awarded for most conspicuous bravery in the presence of enemy)
(Eligibility - Army, Navy and Airforce officers, Nursing

Members in Armed Force, Civilian Citizens)
Param Vir Chakra

Highest Military Award
Established - 1950

Maha Vir Chakra

Second Highest Military Award
Established - 1950

Vir Chakra
Third Highest Military Award
Established - 1950

Peacetime Awards

(Awarded for most conspicuous bravery other than in the presence of enemy)
(Eligibility - Army, Navy and Airforce officers, Nursing Members in

Armed Force, Civilian Citizens)
Ashoka Chakra

Highest Peacetime Military Award
Established - 1952

Kirti Chakra

Second Highest Peacetime Military
Award
Established - 1952

Shaurya Chakra

Third Highest Peacetime Military Award
Established - 1952




* People Eligible for the Awards: All officers of all ranks of the Army,
Navy and the Air Force or of any of the reserve forces, territorial army
and any other lawfully constituted armed forces.

* In addition to the above-mentioned personnel, matrons, sisters,
nurses, alongside the staff of the nursing services and other services
pertaining to hospitals and nursing and civilians, both male and
females, serving regularly or temporarily under the orders,
directions or supervision of any of the above-mentioned forces.



* Other Awards:
 Sena Medal:

* Itis awarded for acts of exceptional devotion to duty or courage in the Army.
* Nao Sena Medal:

* Itis awarded for individual acts of exceptional devotion to duty or courage in the Navy.
* Vayu Sena Medal:

It is awarded for individual acts of exceptional devotion to duty or courage in the Air
Force.




* President Approves Gallantry Awards

* President Droupadi Murmu approved four Kirti Chakras and 18
Shaurya Chakras among the 103 gallantry awards for armed forces
and Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) personnel on the eve of
Independence Day.

e Kirti Chakra is the second-highest peacetime gallantry award,
followed by Shaurya Chakra.



e Details of Kirti Chakra Awardees

* Major Malla Rama Gopal Naidu from the Mahratta Light Infantry was
awarded the Kirti Chakra.

* Posthumous awards were given to:
* Colonel Manpreet Singh from the Sikh Light Infantry.
* Rifleman Ravi Kumar from the Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry.
 DSP Humayun Muzammil Bhat from Jammu and Kashmir Police.



e Shaurya Chakra Awardees

* Two Shaurya Chakras were awarded to Navy personnel, two to Air
Force personnel, and five to CAPF personnel.

 Six Shaurya Chakras were awarded to Army personnel, including two
posthumous awards.

* Operations leading to these awards include Operation Rakshalk,
Operation Snow Leopard, Operation Hifazat, and Operation Katchal.



* Heroic Acts Highlighted

* Colonel Manpreet Singh was awarded the Kirti Chakra for his
"extraordinary leadership" during an encounter where he was injured
but continued to lead his troops and eliminated terrorists.

 Rifleman Ravi Kumar displayed "raw courage" by pursuing terrorists
even after sustaining injuries during an operation in Rajouri district.

* Major Naidu led his team in an ambush and displayed exceptional
bravery by firing and retaliating even after being fired upon.



e Consider the following statements regarding the Kirti Chakra and Shaurya Chakra awards:
1. The Kirti Chakra is the highest peacetime gallantry award in India.

2.The President of India approved four Kirti Chakras and 18 Shaurya Chakras on the eve of
Independence Day.

3. The Kirti Chakra was posthumously awarded to DSP Humayun Muzammil Bhat for his bravery in
an encounter in Jammu and Kashmir.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and3
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India to host
third Voice of
Global South
virtual meet

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India will host the third
Voice of Global South Sum-
mit in the virtual format on
August 17 with a view to
pitch for a sustainable fu-
ture for  developing
countries.

The summit is expected
to act as a platform to ex-
pand discussions held in
the previous meets on a
range of complex challeng-
es such as conflicts, food
and energy security crises,
and climate change — all of
which affect the Global
South.

The previous editions of
the summit saw the partici-
pation of over 100 coun-
tries from the Global
South.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said that the
theme of the summit will
be “An Empowered Global
South for a Sustainable
Future”.

“At the summit, the
countries would continue
deliberations on challeng-
es, priorities, and solutions
for the Global South, par-
ticularly in the develop-
mental domain,” it said.



The Brandt Line

More developed countries

Less developed countries



* Brandt Line: The line was proposed by former German Chancellor Willy
Brandt in the 1980s as a visual depiction of the north-south divide based
upon per-capita GDP.

* This line symbolizes the global economic divide, zigzagging across continents,

encompassing parts of Africa, the Middle East, India, and China, excluding Australia and
New Zealand.
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Three more Ramsar wetland sites
now in India, taking total to 85

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Environment Ministry
on Wednesday said three
more wetlands in India had
been designated Ramsar
sites. This brings the total
number of such sites in In-
dia to 85. The new sites are
the Nanjarayan and Kazhu-
veli bird sanctuaries in Ta-
mil Nadu and the Tawa re-
servoir in Madhya Pradesh.
“As the nation gears up
to celebrate its Indepen-
dence Day, thrilled to share
that we have added three
Ramsar sites to our net-
work. This takes our tally
to 85 Ramsar sites, cover-
ing an area of 13,58,068
hectares in India,” Envi-
ronment Minister Bhupen-
der Yadav posted on the
social media platform X.
India is one of the “con-
tracting parties” to the
Ramsar Convention,
signed in Ramsar, Iran, in

On safe territory: Ruddy Shelducks at the Nanjarayan Bird
Sanctuary in Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

1971. It became a signatory
in 1982. From 1982 to 2013,
a total of 26 sites were ad-
ded to the list of Ramsar
sites in the country. From
2014 to 2024, the country
has added 59 wetlands to
the list. Currently, Tamil
Nadu has the highest num-
ber of Ramsar sites (18), fol-
lowed by Uttar Pradesh
(10).

India’s Ramsar wetlands
make up around 10% of the

total wetland area in the
country across 18 States.
No other South Asian
country has as many sites
though this has much to do
with India’s geographical
breadth and tropical diver-
sity.

The United Kingdom
(175) and Mexico (142) —
smaller countries than In-
dia - have the most Ram-
sar sites, whereas Bolivia
spans the largest area, with

1,48,000 sq. km under the
convention’s protection.

Being designated a Ram-
sar site does not necessari-
ly invite extra international
funds, but the Centre and
States must ensure these
tracts of land are con-
served and saved from
man-made encroachment.
Acquiring this label also
helps with a locale’s tou-
rism potential and its inter-
national visibility.

To be a Ramsar site, a
wetland must meet at least
one of the nine criteria de-
fined by the Ramsar Con-
vention such as supporting
vulnerable, endangered,
or critically endangered
species or threatened eco-
logical communities; regu-
larly supporting 20,000 or
more waterbirds; or is an
important source of food
for fish, spawning ground,
nursery and/or migration
path on which fish stocks
are dependent upon.




e New Ramsar Wetland Sites in India

* Three new wetlands in India have been designated as Ramsar sites,
bringing the total number to 85.

* The new sites are:
* Nanjaraayan and Kazhuveli bird sanctuaries in Tamil Nadu.
* Tawa reservoir in Madhya Pradesh.



* Significance of Ramsar Sites

e Ramsar sites are wetlands of international importance, designated
under the Ramsar Convention, which India signed in 1971.

* Being designated a Ramsar site does not necessarily bring extra
international funds, but it requires the Centre and States to ensure
these areas are conserved and protected from encroachment.

* The desighation enhances the tourism potential and international
visibility of the sites.



* India’s Ramsar Sites

* India is one of the "contracting parties" to the Ramsar Convention and
became a signatory in 1982.

* From 1982 to 2013, India added 26 Ramsar sites. From 2014 to 2024, India
has added 59 sites.

* Tamil Nadu has the highest number of Ramsar sites in India (18), followed
by Uttar Pradesh (10).

* India’s Ramsar wetlands cover an area of 13,58,068 hectares, accounting
for around 10% of the country’s total wetland area across 18 States



 Global Ramsar Site Statistics

* The United Kingdom (175) and Mexico (142) have the most Ramsar sites
globally.

 Bolivia spans the largest area of wetlands under Ramsar protection, with
1,48,000 sqg. km.

* Criteria for Ramsar Designhation

* To qualify as a Ramsar site, a wetland must meet at least one of nine
criteria defined by the Ramsar Convention, such as supporting vulnerable
species, large populations of waterbirds, or serving as critical fish spawning
grounds.



* World Wetlands Day (WWD):It is celebrated across the globe to
commemorate the adoption of this international agreement on
wetlands on 2" February 1971.

* The theme of World Wetland Day, 2024 is ‘Wetlands and Human
Wellbeing’ which underscores the critical role wetlands play in
enhancing our lives.



e What are the Other Initiative Taken for Conservation of Wetland?
e Global Level: Montreux Record
* World Wetlands Day



RAMSAR CONVENTION

About

» Also known as the Convention on Wetlands.
~» An intergovernmental treaty, adopted in 1971, in Ramsar, Iran.
» Entered into force in 1975.
» Wetlands that are of international importance are declared as Ramsar sites.
~ Largest Ramsar Site in World: Pantanal: South America

Montreux Record

» Adopted in Montreux (Switzerland) in 1990.

~ |dentifies Ramsar sites that need priority conservation attention at national
or international level.

Wetlands

~ A place in which the land is covered by water - salt, fresh, or somewhere in
between — either seasonally or permanently.

» Take many forms including rivers, marshes, bogs, mangroves, mudflats,
ponds, swamps, billabongs, lagoons, lakes, and floodplains.

» World Wetlands Day: 2" February

India & Ramsar Convention

» Came into force in India: 1982
» Total Number of Ramsar Sites: 75

~ Chilika Lake (Odisha), Keoladeo National Park
(Rajasthan), Harike Lake (Punjab), Loktak Lake
(Manipur), Wular Lake (Jammu and Kashmir),
etc,

» Related Framework in India

» The Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has notified Wet-
lands (Conservation and Management) Rules,
2017 under the provisions of the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 as regulatory framework
for conservation and management of wetlands.

» The 2017 Rules decentralise wetlands
management and provide for the constitution
of the State Wetlands Authority or Union
Territory Wetlands Authority.

Key Facts

» Largest Ramsar Site: Sunderbans, West Bengal

» Smallest Ramsar Site: Vembannur Wetland
Complex, Tamil Nadu

» State with the maximum number of Ramsar
Sites: Tamil Nadu (14)

» Wetlands in Montreux Record;
» Keoladeo National Park: Rajasthan
» Loktak Lake: Manipur




* Consider the following statements regarding Ramsar sites in India:
1.India currently has 85 Ramsar sites, covering an area of 13,58,068 hectares.
2.Tamil Nadu has the highest number of Ramsar sites in India.

3.The designation of a Ramsar site automatically brings international funding for its
conservation.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
* a)1and 2 only

* b) 2and 3 only

* ¢)1and 3 only

- d)1,2,and 3



Corner office still eluding a large
number of women: Ministry report

Sreeparna Chakrabarty

NEW DELHI

The representation of wo-
men in corporate decision-
making roles remains in-
adequate with only 34,879
women holding senior
management positions in
2023 as against 1,86,946
men, says the report “Wo-
men and men in India,
2023” by the Statistics and
Programme Implementa-
tion Ministry. A total of
7,62,712 women were on
the Boards of Directors as
against 19,75,487 men, it
adds.

In other managerial po-
sitions in corporate firms,
there were 7,38,949 wo-
men as against 18,60,348
men, the data sourced
from the Corporate Affairs
Ministry for the report
show.

Though the number of
women in senior manage-
ment positions has in-

The number of
women-led start-ups,
however, rose from
1,528 in 2017 to
17,001 in 2023

creased from 23,685 in
2017 to 34,879 in 2023, the
corresponding increase for
men from 1,50,387 to
18,69,46 has been higher.

While senior manage-
ment positions include
CEO, CFO, Company Secre-
tary, Managing Director,
Manager and Whole-time
Director, the middle man-
agement positions include
Additional Director, Alter-
native Director, Director,
Nominee Director, and
Director.

There was better news
as far as women entrepre-
neurs were concerned,
with the number of wo-
men-led start-ups seeing
an increase from 1,528 in

2017 to 17,001 in 2023. The
total number of women-
led start-ups (those having
at least one woman direc-
tor) recognised by the De-
partment for Promotion of
Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) since incep-
tion till December 2023 is
55,816 which constitutes
47.6% of the total start-ups.

“Women-owned busi-
ness enterprises are play-
ing a prominent role in so-
ciety by  generating
employment opportunities
in the country, bringing in
demographic shifts and in-
spiring the next generation
of women founders. Witha
vision to promote the sus-
tainable,” the report says.

However, in the judici-
ary, the proportion of wo-
men in the High Courts
was only 14% and in the Su-
preme Court just around
9%.

“Such a small represen-
tation of women in judicial

decision-making process of
the country forces us to
think about the need to
bring about institutional,
social and behavioural
change by sensitising In-
dia’s population on inclu-
sion of women in every
sector,” it says.

The report flagged the
need for having more wo-
men in leadership posi-
tions to address the short-
fall in decision-making
positions.

“The impact of having
more women in leadership
positions cannot be over-
stated. Women leaders of-
ten champion issues such
as healthcare, education,
and social welfare, which
have a direct impact on the
lives of women, their fami-
lies, and communities.
Thus, increasing women’s
representation in politics
can lead to more equitable
and responsive gover-
nance.”



* Underrepresentation of Women in Corporate Decision-Making

* The report titled "Women and Men in India, 2023" by the Statistics
and Programme Implementation Ministry highlights the low
representation of women in senior management roles.

* In 2023, only 34,879 women held senior management positions
compared to 1,86,946 men.

« Women make up 7,62,712 of the total 19,75,487 members on Boards
of Directors.



« Women in Other Managerial Roles

* The report also reveals that 7,38,949 women occupy other
managerial roles, compared to 18,60,348 men.

* Senior management positions include roles such as CEO, CFO,
Company Secretary, Managing Director, and Whole-time Director.

* Middle management positions include roles like Additional Director,
Director, and Nominee Director.



* Increase in Women-Led Startups

* There has been a positive trend in women entrepreneurship, with the
number of women-led startups rising from 1,528 in 2017 to 17,001 in
2023.

* Since the inception of the Startup India initiative until December
2023, a total of 55,816 women-led startups have been recognized by
the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT),
constituting 47.6% of the total startups.






Call for Institutional Change

The report stresses the need for more women in leadership positions to
address the shortfall in decision-making roles.

Women leaders are recognized for championing issues such as
healthcare, education, and social welfare, which impact families and
communities.

The report calls for institutional, social, and behavioral changes to
increase women's inclusion in leadership across various sectors.



1. Impact on Governance

1. Increasing women's representation in politics is emphasized as crucial for more
equitable and responsive governance.




* Consider the following statements regarding the representation of women in senior management
positions in India as per the "Women and Men in India, 2023" report:

1.In 2023, women held around 34,879 senior management positions, while men held 1,86,946
positions.

2. Women-led startups recognized by DPIIT constitute 47.6% of the total startups in India.
3.The report highlights that 14% of Supreme Court judges in India are women.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2,and3
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Morne Morkel named
India’s bowling coach

CRICKET

NEW DELHI

Former South Africa pacer
Morne Morkel has been
roped in as the Indian
cricket team’s new bowling
coach, BCCI secretary Jay
Shah said on Wednesday,
completing the appoint-
ment of new head coach
Gautam Gambhir’s pre-
ferred support staff.

The other members of
Gambhir’sstaff are assis-
tant coach Abhishek Nayar,
and fielding coach Ryan
Ten Doeschate.

It is understood that the
39-year-old Morkel, who
replaces Paras Mhambrey,
will start his stint from the
Bangladesh series that
starts with the Test in
Chennai from September
19. He has been appointed
till the end of the 2027 ODI
World Cup in South Africa.

Morkel was also Gamb-
hir’s preferred choice, hav-
ing worked with him at
Lucknow Super Giants
during the Indian’s two IPL

Morne Morkel. GETTY IMAGES

seasons as mentor of the
franchise.

Morkel has played 86
Tests, 117 ODIs and 44
T20Is for South Africa with
a total of 544 international
wickets.

He will be reporting at
the National Cricket Acade-
my at the start of next
month and is expected to
watch the Duleep Trophy
games. Once there, he will
also touch base with V.V.S.
Laxman and head of bow-
ling in NCA, Troy Cooley.

Morkel had last year
worked with the Pakistan
team till the end of the ODI
World Cup and quit before
his contract expired.
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Rahul Navin appointed
ED Director almost yr
after post fell vacant

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 14

ACTING DIRECTOR of Enforc-
ement Directorate (ED) Rahul
Navin was Wednesday ap-
pointed as full-time Director of
the central agency. Navin will re-
main in service till August 13,
2026. His superannuation from
service is due in September 2027.
The move comes almost a
year after the post of regular di-
rector of ED fell vacant after
Sanjay Mishra's tenure ended.
A 1993-batch IRS officer,
Navin, has supervised some of
the most politically sensitive
cases including the Delhi liquor
policy case and Jharkhand land
deals case. He is the only ED di-
rector to execute the arrest of
two sitting CMs — Arvind
Kejriwal and Hemant Soren.
Before becoming the Acting

Navin was
acting
director of
the agency

Director, Navin had already
spent four years in the ED as
Special Director. He joined the
agency from the Income Tax
Department in November 2019.

Before coming to ED, Navin
worked with the Income Tax de-
partment dealing with interna-
tional taxation, transfer pricing
and the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and
Development. He has also
worked in the vigilance depart-
ment of the CBDT.

AnlIT Kanpur graduate, Navin
is considered an expert in inter-
national taxation. He is said to
have played a crucial role in im-
proving India’s standing in FATE.



Agency overview

Formed 1 May 1956
(68 years ago)

Legal personality Government agency
Jurisdictional structure

Federal agency India

Operations India

jurisdiction

Governing body Government of India
Constituting Foreign Exchange
instruments Management Act, 1999

Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002

Fugitive Economic
Offenders Act, 2018

General nature Federal law enforcement

Operational structure

Headquarters New Delhi, India
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
responsible Minister of Finance

Agency executive Rahul Navin, |IRS, Director

Parent agency Department of Revenue,
Ministry of Finance



* The ED's primary mandate is to enforce two key laws: the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) and

 the Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA). Additionally, it
is tasked with implementing the

e Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018 (FEOA).



AGLANCEAT DIASPORA

5.1 million

Indian-Americansin the U.S.
(2020), with 2.8 million as
first-generation immigrants

3 0 0 / migrated before
02000
45% after 2010

'I 6 Indian-origin CEOs

led Fortune S00
companiesin 2023,
generating $978Biin
revenue and employing
2.5M globally

3 5 of thetop 50 U.S.
colleges have Indian-

American academic leaders

/ _'\\ Median age:

; /Q\ | 36 years (younger
\ /‘ than U.S. national
" average)

B 78% hold a bachelor’s
degree or higher (U.S.
average: 36%)

B 73% of 2022-23 work

visas went to Indian
diaspora members

Median income:
| $136,000
=1 | (nearlydouble
U.S. average)

- =

M Indian diaspora
contributes 5-6% of U.S.
taxes; population

share: 1.5%

/TF -’\\ Indian Americans in senior public service roles:
I' | 60+ (1.7% of all such roles) in 2013
- to 150+ (4.4%)in 2023







* Recently, government data revealed that education received the
highest share of corporate social responsibility (CSR) expenditure in
FY23, with Rs 10,085 crore allocated, this ignited debate about
uneven spending of CSR in a few sectors and regions.



* What are the Recent Developments in CSR Expenditure?

e Overview:

e Total CSR expenditure increased from Rs 26,579.78 crore in FY22 to Rs
29,986.92 crore in FY23. The number of CSR projects rose from 44,425 to
51,966.

* Companies outside the public sector contributed 84% of the total CSR
spend.



Sector Wise Expenditure:

Education accounted for one-third of the CSR spend in FY23.

CSR spending on vocational skills rose slightly to Rs1,164 crore in FY23 from Rs
1,033 crore the previous year.

Technology incubators got the lowest amount, with only Rs 1 crore in FY23
compared to Rs 8.6 crore in the previous year




* Health, rural development, environmental sustainability, and
livelihood enhancement also received significant CSR funds.

* CSR spending on animal welfare surged from Rs 17 crore in FY15 to
over Rs 315 crore in FY23.

* CSR expenditure under the Prime Minister Relief Fund dropped to Rs
815.85 crore in FY23, down from Rs 1,698 crore in FY21 and Rs 1,215
crore in FY22.



* Contribution to disaster management fell the most (77%), followed
by that on slum development (75%).
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* CSR provisions apply to companies meeting any of the following
criteria in the preceding financial year.
* Net worth over Rs. 500 crore
* Turnover over Rs. 1000 crore
* Net profit over Rs. 5 crore.

* Such companies must spend at least 2% of their average net
profits from the last three financial years on CSR activities, or if
newly incorporated, based on the average net profits from preceding
financial years.






Garlic, a staple in kitchens across India, recently became the
centre of a legal battle in the Madhya Pradesh High Court.
The court was asked to resolve a contentious issue: whether
garlic should be classified as a vegetable or a spice.

This classification has significant implications for where and
how garlic can be sold in the state’s markets, directly
affecting the livelihoods of farmers and commission agents.



 What is the HC's Ruling Regarding Garlic's Classification?

 Case Background: The case began in 2015 when the Madhya
Pradesh Market Board, responding to farmer requests, classified
garlic as a vegetable. This decision was contested by the Agriculture
Department, which reclassified garlic as a spice under the
Agricultural Produce Market Committee Act of 1972.



The Potato Onion Garlic Commission Agent Association
challenged the Agriculture Department's decision in

2016. The single-judge eventually ruled in their favour
in February 2017.

July 2017

2016

This ruling was opposed by business people, who
argued it would benefit commission agents rather than
farmers. In July 2017, a review petition was filed, which
led to the current two-judge bench.



* Madhya Pradesh High Court Ruling:
* The court upheld the 2017 order, ruling that garlic is perishable and should
be classified as a vegetable.

* The court's decision allows garlic to be sold in both vegetable and spice
markets, providing flexibility in trade and potentially better prices for farmers.



* Implications: Farmers can now sell garlic in both vegetable and spice
markets, increasing their price opportunities.

 Commission agents can bid for garlic in vegetable markets,
enhancing competition and benefiting farmers and traders.

* Garlicis currently at an all-time high price, and this ruling is
expected to further boost its market value



* What are the Key Facts About Garlic?

* Botanically, garlic (A//ium sativum) is considered a vegetable, as it
has a bulb, tall stem, and long leaves.

* The distinctive smell of garlic and onion is due to the presence of sulphur-
containing chemicals.



Garlic grows best in well-drained, fertile loamy soil with a pH range of 6-8. Soils rich in
organic matter are preferred for their moisture and nutrient retention and reduced risk

of crusting and compaction. Heavy soils may cause deformed bulbs, while poorly
drained soils can lead to discoloured bulbs.

Garlic thrives at 1200-2000 meters above sea level. Requires cool, moist climate during
growth and warm, dry weather during maturity.

Production: India is the world's second-largest garlic exporter, with record-high exports
in 2023 due to supply chain issues in China.



* Indian garlic flakes have become more popular in West Asian
countries, with the United States, Malaysia, Brazil, Germany, and the
United Kingdom being India's main garlic export markets.



* Geographical Indication Tag:

 Riyawan Garlic, a Gl-tagged garlic from Madhya Pradesh, is renowned for
its high yield, pungent and robust flavour, and higher oil
content compared to other varieties.

 Kodaikanal Malai poondu (Hill Garlic) a Gl-tagged garlic from Tamil
Nadu, is known for its medicinal and preservative properties due to
its antioxidant and antimicrobial potential, which are attributed to the
presence of the higher amount of organosulfur compounds, phenols and
flavonoids compared to the garlic varieties.



Kanthalloor Vattavada Veluthuli, a Gl-tagged garlic
from Kerala, is renowned for its strong aroma and

flavour.

. .

Grown in the high-altitude areas of Kanthalloor
and Vattavada, this small-sized garlic is prized for
its medicinal properties and culinary use.

™



* Among the agricultural commodities imported by India, which one of
the following accounts for the highest imports in terms of value in
the last five years? (2019)

* (a) Spices

* (b) Fresh fruits

* (c) Pulses

* (d) Vegetable oils



Partition Horrors Remembrance Day



Recently, marking the Partition Horrors Remembrance Day
(Vibhajan Vibhishika Smriti Diwas) Prime Minister paid
tributes to those impacted during the Partition of the country.

Government declared 14th August as Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day (Vibhajan Vibhishika Smriti Diwas) in 2021.

e 14t August is a day to honor those who lost their lives or were displaced
during the partition.



The day ensures that future generations remember the pain and

suffering endured by the people, as the birth of independent India

was marked by the violent partition, which left lasting scars on
millions.

The partition triggered one of the largest and most tragic human

migrations in history, accompanied by communal riots and
interreligious conflict.




World Organ DonationﬂDay






* In India, the first successful deceased donor heart transplant took place
on 3rd August 1994.

» Significance of Organ Donation: The United Network for Organ
Sharing (UNOS) reports that approximately 1,03,993 people need
life-saving organ transplants, but the number of available donors is
significantly inadequate, creating a severe supply-demand gap.

* As per UNOS, every donor can save 8 lives and enhance over 75 more.



Delhi HC Questions Missing

Provisions for Unnatural Sex
in BNS 2023



The Delhi High Court has raised concerns over the
exclusion of penal provisions for unnatural sex and
sodomy from the newly enacted Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
2023, replacing the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 1860.

The court questioned the absence of provisions equivalent
to Section 377 of the IPC in the BNS, which previously
criminalized non-consensual unnatural sex.



In India, "unnatural sex" refers to sexual activities
considered against the order of nature.

—
Section 377 of the IPC defines "unnatural -
offenses” as voluntary carnal intercourse against the
order of nature with any man, woman, or animal.

/




The exclusion has raised concerns about the
protection of the LGBTQ community, male victims
of sexual assault and other vulnerable groups.

e '_‘ -_- - ® -

The Central government acknowledged the issue
but emphasised that courts cannot direct the
legislature to enact specific provisions in law.




* In 2018, the Supreme Court decriminalised homosexuality by striking
off parts of Section 377 of the IPC which were held violative of
Fundamental Rights of LGBTQ Community.

* BNS came into effect on 1st July 2024, replacing the IPC but has been
criticized for leaving a critical void in legal protection against non-
consensual sexual acts.



BNS 2023 replaced Indian Penal Code 1860, incorporating 358 sections (511 in IPC), maintaining most
of the IPC provisions, introducing new offences, eliminating court- struck-down offences, and
enhancina penalties for various offences.



_New Offences

Promise to Marry: Criminalising “deceitful”
promises to marry

Mob Lynching: Codify offences linked to mob
lynching and hate-crime murders

Ordinary criminal law now covers Organized
Crime and Terrorism, including a broader scope
for terror financing in BNS compared to UAPA

Attempt to Suicide: Criminalises attempts to
commit suicide with intent to compel or restrain
any public servant from discharging official duty

Community Service: Added as possible form of
punishment

& Othe r‘I\;I odiﬁvc_atib_n_g =

“

Fake News: Criminalisation of publishing false and
misleading information

Sedition: Introduced under a new name ‘deshdroh’
with wider definition

Mandatory Minimum Sentence: In several provisions,
mandatory minimum sentences prescribed which may
limit scope for judicial discretion

Damage to Public Property: Carry a graded fine (i.e.
fine corresponding to the amount of damage caused)

Death by Negligence: Elevates punishment for
causing death by negligence from two to five years
(for doctors - 2 yrs imprisonment)



“Deletions >
Delations >
» Unnatural Sexual Offences: Section 377 of the IPC,
which criminalised homosexuality among other

“unnatural” sexual activities repealed completely

» Adultery: Offence of adultery omitted in consonance
of apex court judgement

* Thugs: Section 310 of IPC fully omitted

Gender Neutrality: Some laws déﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁw\;“‘"Children
modified to bring gender neutrality




Long Range Glide Bomb
(LRGB), GAURAV



* The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDQO)
conducted the maiden flight test of the Long Range Glide
Bomb (LRGB), named GAURAV.

* About GAURAV

 The test was carried out from a Su-30 MK-I aircraft of the Indian
Air Force (IAF) off the coast of Odisha.

« GAURAV is a 1,000 kg class air-launched glide bomb.



* |t Is designed for long-distance targeting.

* |t uses a hybrid navigation system combining Inertial Navigation
System (INS) and GPS for accurate targeting.

* |t Is a significant milestone in developing indigenous defence
technologies.



Exercise MITRA
SHAKTI




 The 10th edition of India-Sri Lanka joint military exercise
MITRA SHAKTI commenced, at Army Training School, Maduru
Oya, Sri Lanka.

 About

« Exercise MITRA SHAKTI is an annual training event conducted
alternatively in India and Sri Lanka. Last edition was conducted
In Pune (India) in November 2023.



Word of the day

Spendthrift:

someone who spends money prodigally;
recklessly wasteful

Synonyms: prodigal, profligate,
extravagant

Usa g€ He hasn’t mended his spendthrift ways.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/spendthriftpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /spen(d)eurft/




COMPLETE

By Bhunesh Sir — T . c u u Rs E

= By Bhunesh Sir

YUPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS . 450
@COMPLETE 2 YEARS , > L N
CURRENT AFFAIRS - @STATIC GK
@ COMPLETE NOTES (PDF) 4" 8 ¥ > THISTORY
& e o & @POLITY
-~ @GEOGRAPHY

T1aaal- R dh . ECONOMICS
-a:ﬂ‘)[ %599/ \7 | 9SCIENCE

Offer Date

Bhe1emAUG ) | ciass2a | Z1999/-T599-
USE CODE -IND70 caL.rorsurporT: +91-7414862047 USE CODE - |ND70




THIS INDEPENDENCE DAY
PREPARE WITH CLASS24

USE CODE
IND21

OFFER DATE-
15 & 16 AUGUST

ON ALL COURSES & TEST SERIES OF CLASS24




Class24 App-download

10 Questions
Class pdf test related to
this class



GURRENT
AFFAIRS BUURSE

“UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS (2023+2024)|
@ COMPLETE NOTES(PDF)

GCOMPLETE ‘ .E *

GK/GS COURSE  pouer session
@STATIC GK R
“HISTORY USE cunE o

@POLITY

< GEOGRAPHY B B n
<ECONOMICS

CALL FOR SUPPORT: +31-7414862047




C M@ % smileforallsociety.org o ® 3 - New Ohrome avalisbie 2

%

{ :U' A

GIVE A CHILD
THE GIFT OF
EDUCATION

TODAY

.\ e, \\‘ : > . - A i;,/ N '/," , % ' )
N JOIN Hands K it S ety Iy
A :' ) ; - ,‘ A ' —/ :

- > 2 -
h \ 3‘,\ a;{' ( A"}
A . XA <
N A o &0
3 ‘ p - i
\ . 4 / /
ol £ We make the best usg,‘of your contribution
\ 2 N o 7 p / ¥ 5 §

~ ) o 24



Thank you
guys.




