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• UPSC Lateral Entry Advertisement:

• The Union Service Public Commission (UPSC) issued an advertisement 
for 45 lateral entry posts in 24 Central Ministries, including 10 joint 
secretaries and 35 directors/deputy secretaries.

• The posts are to be filled by September 17, 2024.



• Opposition's Allegations:

• Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge and RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav 
accused the government of attempting to bypass reservation policies.

• Kharge claimed that the BJP was trying to undermine the rights of 
Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs), Other Backward 
Classes (OBCs), and the Economically Weaker Section (EWS) through 
lateral recruitment.



He criticized the government for allegedly depriving these communities of their rightful 
share in governance and accused the BJP of a "double attack" on the Constitution.

Arguments Against Lateral Entry:

The opposition argues that if these 45 posts were filled through the traditional civil 
services examination, many would have been reserved for SC, ST, and OBC candidates.

They assert that lateral entry is a method for the government to sidestep reservation rules 
and favor certain groups.



• Government's Justification:

• The government has defended the move, calling for "talented and 
motivated Indian nationals" from the private sector, State/UT officers, 
and public sector employees to contribute to nation-building.

• The appointment is on a contract basis, and current Central 
government employees are not eligible for these posts.



Background of Lateral Entry:

Lateral recruitment for joint secretaries, directors, and deputy secretaries in 
Central government began in 2018.

According to a Lok Sabha reply in July 2024, 63 appointments have been made 
through lateral entry, with 57 of these appointees still serving in their 
respective ministries.



1.Criticism and Public Sentiment:
1. The opposition views lateral entry as a method to undermine reservations, 

which they claim would adversely affect SC, ST, OBC, and EWS candidates.

2. They argue that the rights of marginalized groups are being ignored, and the 
lateral entry system is seen as a "cruel joke" on the country's reservation 
system.





• What is the primary concern raised by opposition leaders regarding 
the UPSC's advertisement for lateral entry posts?

• a) The high cost of recruitment.

• b) The potential bypassing of reservation policies for SC, ST, OBC, and 
EWS candidates.

• c) The exclusion of candidates from rural areas.

• d) The length of the recruitment process.











• Supreme Court's Observation on Crimes Against Women:

• The Supreme Court of India observed that stringent laws and harsher 
punishments alone may not be sufficient to deter crimes against 
women, including rape.

• This observation was made in 2017 during the confirmation of the 
death penalty for four men convicted in the 2012 Delhi gang-rape 
case.



Government's Response:

Following the 2012 incident, the government constituted the Justice J.S. Verma 
Committee to recommend reforms in the legal framework dealing with crimes 
against women.

The committee's recommendations led to the enactment of the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act, 2013, which introduced substantial and procedural reforms 
in rape law.



• Justice R. Banumathi's Opinion:

• In a separate opinion, Justice R. Banumathi emphasized that laws 
alone cannot ensure gender justice.

• She highlighted the need for a change in societal mindset and greater 
public awareness regarding gender justice.



• Recommendations for Ensuring Gender Justice:

• Justice Banumathi suggested that governments, employers, and 
institutions should take steps to create awareness about gender 
sensitization and respect for women.

• Attitudinal change in society is necessary to combat violence against 
women.

• Practical measures like ensuring safety in public transport, better 
lighting in public spaces, extra police patrol during odd hours, and the 
use of mobile apps for immediate assistance were also 
recommended.



• Importance of Implementation:

• Justice Banumathi stressed the importance of effectively 
implementing existing legislation to protect women and ensure their 
safety.

• She advocated for the introduction and maintenance of mobile apps 
for the immediate assistance of women, among other safety 
measures.



• What did Justice R. Banumathi emphasize as necessary to combat 
violence against women?

• a) Harsher punishments for offenders.

• b) A change in the societal mindset and increased public awareness 
about gender justice.

• c) More stringent laws without the need for public awareness.

• d) Increased economic opportunities for women







• Main Challenges • 

• Inflation: Inflation is stabilizing but still needs careful management to 
avoid adverse economic effects. • 

• Geopolitical Tensions: Conflicts, particularly in the Middle East, could 
affect commodity prices, such as oil. • 

• Political Uncertainty: Numerous elections globally this year may bring 
policy uncertainty affecting growth. 

• • Medium-Term Growth: Projected global growth rates are weak 
compared to historical averages, necessitating structural reforms.



Suggestions and Way Forward •

Encouraging corporate investment and flexible labour markets can aid broad-based growth and 
job creation. •

Improving ease of doing business and reducing trade restrictions are vital. •

Focus on education, skilling, and raising productivity in agriculture is essential for longterm growth

. • Improving macroeconomic and financial stability, and currency convertibility, benefits countries 
regardless of whether their currency becomes dominant.















Inauguration of Maritime Rescue Coordination 
Centre (MRCC):

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated a new 
Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC) of 
the Coast Guard in Chennai.

The MRCC is designed to enhance coordination for 
the rescue of mariners and fishermen in distress at 
sea, particularly along the east coast of India.



Two new Coast Guard units were also 
inaugurated:The Regional Marine Pollution 
Response Centre (RMPPRC) in Chennai.

A Coast Guard Air Enclave in Puducherry.

The inaugurations were conducted via 
video conferencing.



Features of the New Facilities:

The MRCC is equipped with the latest technology for distress monitoring 
through terrestrial and satellite systems.

It includes advanced communication systems and serves as the nerve center 
for coordinating all maritime rescue operations on the east coast of India.

The RMPPRC is a first-of-its-kind facility for coordinating responses against 
marine pollution in the Indian Ocean Region.



Coast Guard Air Enclave in Puducherry:

This unit is equipped with Chetak and 
Advanced Light Helicopter Squadrons, both 
indigenously built.

These helicopters are capable of carrying 
out maritime patrol, search and rescue, and 
other missions from both land and sea.



What is the primary purpose of the newly inaugurated 
Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC) in 
Chennai?

a) To manage trade routes and cargo ships in the Indian 
Ocean.

b) To enhance coordination for the rescue of mariners 
and fishermen in distress along the east coast of India.

c) To oversee the construction of new ports and harbors 
in Tamil Nadu.

d) To regulate fishing activities in the Bay of Bengal.















CYANIDE SENSOR



• A team led by Dr. Ravi Kumar Kanaparthi at Central University of 
Kerala has developed a highly sensitive and selective cyanide sensor.

• Cyanide is a potent toxin found in plants, fruits, and microorganisms, 
with strict WHO guidelines limiting its concentration in potable water 
to below 0.19 mg/L due to its lethal effects. 

• • The new sensor aims to enhance safety by detecting toxic cyanide 
at low concentrations in drinking water and food products



The new sensor material changes color from 
yellow to colorless upon detecting cyanide, 
providing a clear visual indication of its presence. 

• The sensor specifically detects cyanide without 
interference from other ions, ensuring accuracy.



Navroz



• The Prime Minister of India conveyed his greetings on the occasion of 
Navroz, the Parsi New Year, celebrated with great enthusiasm, 
particularly in Maharashtra and Gujarat. This year, Navroz, will be 
celebrated on 16th August 2024. 

• While globally observed in March, in India, the celebration occurs in 
July or August based on the Shahenshahi or Fasli calendar, which does 
not consider the leap year.



• Navroz meaning “new day”, is deeply rooted in Zoroastrianism, one of 
the oldest monotheistic religions, founded by Prophet Zoroaster in 
ancient Persia (modern-day Iran). 

• The festival, named Jamshedi Navroz after the Persian King Jamshed. 
Parsi New Year celebration dates back 3000 years and was brought to 
India by Zoroastrians who migrated to Gujarat in the 7th century.



• UNESCO inscribed Navroz on the Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2016, following an initial inscription 
in 2009.







BHAVISHYA



• Recently, the Department of Pension & Pensioners' Welfare 
introduced 'Bhavishya'.

• It is a comprehensive online platform launched by the 
Government to facilitate the pension sanction and 
payment process for retiring central government employees.

• It is part of the Digital India initiative, aimed at enhancing 
pensioners' ease of living by ensuring timely and accurate 
disbursement of pensions.

• Bhavishya has been ranked 3rd best in NeSDA (National e-
Governance Service Delivery Assessment), 2021.









Thank you 
guys.


