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HC grants temporary rellef to Siddaramaiah

1t orders lower court to defer proceedi q
by the Governor permitting investigation against him: advocate Singhvi, appearing for the CM., savs the Governor's selective urgency in

BENGALURL

n a temporary relief to
Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah, the Karnata-

ka High Court on Monday

ordered a special court in

Bengaluru to defer further

s dll August 29 on plaints related to 2

ities in MUDY

he CM.
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sties in the allotment of
sites by the Mysuru Urban

rim order after
pointed out that the Spe-
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The court shall
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Sidda

In his petition, the Chief
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former and present MPs
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plaints filed against Mr.
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sanction on on
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sanction under Section 17A
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Union govt. rules out Central law for doctors’ safety

NEW DELHI

The Union

security protocol,
would be approved based
on demand from Union go-
after

ruled out the need to brlng
in a Central protection Act
for a uniform framework
across the country for pro-
tecting healthcare work.
ers. stating that

Staces have laws in place e

rape and murder case and
the

they assess security.
“Several States and Un-
ton Territories [total 26]
have p: gislation to
protect healthcare service
rsonnel. These States in-

doctors demanding a safe

ity by 25% in
all hospitals of the Unlon
government. Deployment
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increased depending on
the need in

ing studen
medical staff.
define
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Burning issue: Doctors stage  protest cutside the Health Ministry

in New Delhi on Monday. S 5
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common for all. “We have
all the

property in a
institute,” sald a senior
Health Ministry official.

<

causing harm, injury, en-
ife

Health Ministry officials
said the deployment of
marshals, besides the stan-

cm
x

e,
tion, obstruction to the
ability of a healthcare ser-
vice person to discharge

aking about the Kolkata
case, the official said the
nature of the crime was co-
vered under other provi-
sions of laws which were

appeal to the doctors to
come back to work and en-
sure that patients are not

put to further wouble,”
said a Health Ministry
official.

The Ministry is set to
call for a meeting of all

sures for their employees
n light of the Kolkata inci-

Sexual abuse rampant in
Malayalam fillmdom, says
Hema Committee report

veen
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The K. Hema Committee
report on the issues faced
by women in the Malaya-
lam Alm industry has re-
vealed horrid tales of sex-
wal exploitation, illegal
bans. dizerimination. drug
and alcohol abuse,
disparity and in some cas-
es, inhuman working
conditions.
The 235 page report, re-
without
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trary to the other
flelio, saxmal hiarassment
starts even before a wo-
man starts working in the

notes that it s concerned
about their safety and that
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HC grants temporary relief to Siddaramaiah

It orders lower court to defer proceedings till August 29 on plaints related to alleged irregularities in MUDA; the CM, in his petition, questions legality of the sanction granted

by the Governor permitting investigation against him; advocate Singhvi, appearing for the CM, says the Governor’s selective urgency in sanctioning probe reflected clear bias

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Chief Minister Sidda-

ramaiah, the Karnata-
ka High Court on Monday
ordered a special court in
Bengaluru to defer further
proceedings on complaints
related to alleged irregular-
ities in the allotment of
sites by the Mysuru Urban
Development Authority
(MUDA) till August 29.

The special court shall
not precipitate a complaint
related to the sanctions
granted by the Governor
against Mr. Siddaramaiah
till further orders, the High
Court said.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
passed the interim order
on a petition filed by Mr.
Siddaramaiah.

In his petition, the Chief
Minister questioned the le-
gality of the sanction grant-

l n a temporary relief to

ed by the Governor permit-
ting investigation against
him under Section 17A of
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act and prosecution
under Section 218 of
the Bharatiya Nagarik Su-
raksha Sanhita, 2023.

The High Court found it
necessary to pass an inte-
rim order after it was
pointed out that the Spe-
cial Court of Sessions for
criminal cases against
former and present MPs
and MLAs was scheduled
to pass an order on Tues-
day on whether to enter-
tain one of the two com-
plaints filed against Mr.

Siddaramaiah.
Governor Thaawar-
chand Gehlot granted

sanction on August 17 on
the applications filed by
two Bengaluru-based so-
cial activists Pradeep Ku-
mar S.P. and T.J. Abraham,
and Mysuru-based Sneha-

»

Caught in a controversy: Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
addressing presspersons in Bengaluru on Monday. K. BHAGYA PRAKASH

mayi Krishna.

“If the concerned spe-
cial court passes any order
on August 20, it would un-
doubtedly frustrate the
subject proceedings on the
petition... Therefore, I
deem it appropriate to di-
rect the concerned special
court to defer the proceed-
ings and direct no precipi-
tative action be taken pur-
suant to the sanction, till
the next date of hearing,”

observed Justice Nagapra-
sanna in his order.

Earlier, appearing for
Mr. Siddaramaiah, senior
advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi argued that the Go-
vernor’s decision was arbi-
trary and suffered from
non-application of mind as
he did not provide any rea-
son for not following or dif-
fering with the view of the
State Cabinet, which had
advised him to reject the

application seeking grant
of sanction.

Mr. Siddaramaiah’s peti-
tion said that the Governor
had failed to consider the
detailed and comprehen-
sive response submitted by
the Chief Secretary on July
27, and by the Cabinet, on
August 1, which highlight-
ed numerous factual and
legal infirmities in Mr.
Abraham’s application.

Failure to notify CM

The Governor failed to
even notify and inform Mr.
Siddaramaiah about the
applications filed by Mr.
Krishna and Mr. Pradeep
Kumar, and the petitioner
was completely left in the
dark about the two appli-
cations, the petition said
while pointing out that the
Governor had issued a
show-cause notice only on
the application filed by Mr.
Abraham.

Claiming that the Gover-
nor acted in a tearing hur-
ry, bypassing constitution-
al requirements and
procedures to grant sanc-
tion against Mr. Siddara-
maiah, Mr. Singhvi con-
tended that the Governor’s
selective urgency in enter-
taining Mr. Abraham’s ap-
plication reflected clear
bias as several other appli-
cations for grant of sanc-
tion, including those in-
volving high-profile
individuals like Janardhan
Reddy, Shahikala Jolle and
Basavaraj Bommai [all
from the BJP], were pend-
ing before the Governor for
a long period.

However, appearing for
the Governor, Solicitor-
General of India Tushar
Mehta, in a brief submis-
sion, made it clear to the
High Court that “no appli-
cation is pending, as of to-
day, on the table of the Go-

vernor, awaiting such
sanction”. Mr. Mehta also
said the Governor only
granted permission to in-
vestigate the offence and
requested the court not to
pass any order interdicting
the grant of sanction to in-
vestigate or prosecute at
this stage.

While contending that
sanction under Section 17A
of the PC Act can be given
only to the police officer
for investigation, Mr.
Singhvi argued that the Go-
vernor ought not to have
granted sanction based en-
tirely on an application
made by a private person
with vested interests as no
police officer has made any
application for grant of
sanction. Further hearing
of the petition has been ad-
journed till August 29.

TO ABIDE OR NOT
» PAGE 8



- What is the MUDA land scam?

Social activists have alleged that the allotment of 14
premium sites in Mysuru to Siddaramaiah’s wife as
compensation for acquired land was unlawful and
resulted in a loss of Rs 45 crore to the state treasury.



- The land in question is a 3.16-acre parcel located in
Kesare village. Originally owned by another party, it was
transferred to Siddaramaiah’s brother-in-law,
Mallikarjuna Swamy Devaraj, in 2005.

» Activists alleged that Mallikarjuna illegally acquired the
land in 2004 using forged documents with the aid of
%’overnment officials, though it was recorded as having

een purchased in 1998.



 In 2014, durinﬁ Siddaramaiah’s tenure as chief minister
of Karnataka, his wife Parvathi applied for compensation
for this land under MUDA'’s 50:50 scheme, which
provides 50 per cent developed land to those who lose
undeveloped acquired land.



e Karnataka High Court's Interim Relief:

* The Karnataka High Court granted temporary relief to Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah by directing a special court in Bengaluru to defer
proceedings until August 29, 2024.

* The proceedings are related to alleged irregularities in the allotment
of sites by the Mysuru Urban Development Authority (MUDA).



e Governor's Sanction Questioned:

* The special court was asked not to act on the complaints related to
the sanctions granted by the Governor against Mr. Siddaramaiah.

* The petition filed by Mr. Siddaramaiah challenges the legality of the
sanction granted by the Governor, questioning the procedural
correctness and alleging bias.



e Background of the Case:

* The Governor of Karnataka, Thaawarchand Gehlot, granted sanction
on August 17 based on applications filed by social activists Pradeep
Kumar S.P. and T.J. Abraham, along with another petitioner
Snehamayi Krishna.

* The sanctions were granted under Section 17A of the Prevention of
Corruption Act and Section 218 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023.



* Arguments by the Chief Minister's Counsel:

e Senior advocate Abhishek Manu Singhvi, representing Mr.
Siddaramaiah, argued that the Governor's decision was arbitrary and
suffered from non-application of mind.

* Singhvi contended that the Governor failed to follow constitutional
procedures and acted with selective urgency, reflecting clear bias.



e Governor's Defense:

* Solicitor-General of India Tushar Mehta, appearing for the Governor,
clarified that the Governor’s sanction was only to investigate the
offense, not to prosecute or pass any prejudicial order at this stage.

* Mehta further noted that the Governor had not yet made any final
decision regarding prosecution.



* Legal and Procedural Concerns:

* The petition raised concerns about the Governor's failure to notify
the Chief Minister about the applications for sanction and the
subsequent decisions.

* The petition also highlighted that other applications for sanction
against high-profile individuals had been pending before the
Governor for a long time without action



* What was the primary legal concern raised by Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah in his petition against the Governor's sanction?

* a) The Governor's decision was too lenient.

* b) The Governor's sanction was granted without proper procedure
and reflected bias.

 ¢c) The Governor did not provide enough funds for the investigation.
* d) The Governor acted too slowly in granting the sanction.



Union govt. rules out Central law for doctors’ safety

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
ruled out the need to bring
in a Central protection Act
for a uniform framework
across the country for pro-
tecting healthcare work-
ers, stating that almost all
States have laws in place to
ensure their safety.
Considering the Kolkata
rape and murder case and
the continued agitation by
doctors demanding a safe
workplace, the Centre on
Monday issued an order to
increase security by 25% in
all hospitals of the Union
government. Deployment
of marshals would also be
increased depending on
the need in hospitals.
Health Ministry officials
said the deployment of
marshals, besides the stan-

dard security protocol,
would be approved based
on demand from Union go-
vernment hospitals after
they assess security.
“Several States and Un-
ion Territories [total 26]
have passed legislation to
protect healthcare service
personnel. These States in-
clude Andhra Pradesh, As-
sam, Bihar, West Bengal,
and Tamil Nadu. In all
these States, the offence is
cognisable and non-baila-
ble. Most State Acts define
healthcare service person-
nel to include doctors,
nurses, medical and nurs-
ing students, and para-
medical staff. Also, they
define violence as activities
causing harm, injury, en-
dangering life, intimida-
tion, obstruction to the
ability of a healthcare ser-
vice person to discharge

Burning issue: Doctors stage a protest outside the Health Ministry
in New Delhi on Monday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

duty and loss or damage to
property in a healthcare
institute,” said a senior
Health Ministry official.

Common provisions

Speaking about the Kolkata
case, the official said the
nature of the crime was co-
vered under other provi-
sions of laws which were

common for all. “We have
accepted all the demands
of the doctors on strike
and also a commiittee is be-
ing formed to strengthen
security at workplace after
extensive consultation
with all stakeholders. We
appeal to the doctors to
come back to work and en-
sure that patients are not

put to further trouble,”
said a Health Ministry
official.

The Ministry is set to
call for a meeting of all
heads of Union govern-
ment hospitals soon to
take stock of security mea-
sures for their employees
in light of the Kolkata inci-
dent. “Institutional FIR in
case of violence, additional
infrastructure security, in-
cluding CCTV, and extra
lighting are part of the ad-
visory issued to hospitals
to ensure that employees
are safe while on duty. A
Central Act is not needed
when provisions already
exist. Their proper imple-
mentation is the need of
the hour,” added the offi-
cial.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 4




A fear that's palpable

A recent suvey by IMA reports that over 80% of doctors in
India are stressed out in their profession

56 per cent
of doctors

do not geta
comfortable
7-hour sleep
most days of
the week

13.7

per cent
fear criminal
prosecution
most days of
the week

82.7 per cent of doctors in India feel
stressed out in their profession

46.3 per cent fear violence is the main
cause of stress in many doctors

24. .2 per cent doctors fear being sued

62.8 per cent of the doctors surveyed are
unable to see their patients without any fear
of violence

57.7 per cent have thought of hiring
security In thelr premises



> -4 WELCOME MOVE | » This will allow doctors to

» New law scraps criminal focus on patient care without
proceedings against fear, says IMA, Nagpur

doctors in cases involving » Will also protect doctors

honest mistakes from frivolous lawsuits

» Doctors no longer face » Without criminal threats,

career-ending jail terms for | doctors feel empowered to
unintentional errors take risks and save lives




* Union Government's Stance on Central Law for Doctors' Safety:

* The Union government has decided against enacting a Central law for
the protection of healthcare workers, stating that most States already
have laws in place to ensure their safety.



 State Laws and Safety Protocols:

* A total of 26 States and Union Territories, including Andhra Pradesh,
Assam, Bihar, West Bengal, and Tamil Nadu, have passed legislation to
protect healthcare service personnel.

* These State laws make violence against healthcare workers a
cognizable and non-bailable offense.

* The laws typically define violence as activities causing harm, injury,
intimidation, or obstruction of healthcare personnel, including
damage to property in healthcare facilities.



Increased Security Measures:

In response to the recent Kolkata incident (rape and murder case) and ongoing

protests by doctors, the Centre has ordered a 25% increase in security at all
Union government hospitals.

The deployment of marshals will be increased as needed, and additional
security measures such as CCTV, extra lighting, and the enforcement of
"Institutional FIR" in cases of violence have been advised.




Government's Position:

The Health Ministry emphasized that existing State laws are sufficient if

properly implemented, and therefore, a Central Act is not necessary.

A committee will be formed to strengthen security measures after
consultations with all stakeholders, and doctors have been urged to return to
work to ensure that patients are not affected.




1.Response to Doctors' Protests:

1. The government has accepted the demands of the protesting doctors and has
assured them that security measures will be enhanced.

2. The Health Ministry plans to hold a meeting with the heads of Union
government hospitals to review and ensure the safety of healthcare workers.



* What is the Union government's rationale for not enacting a Central
law for the protection of healthcare workers?

* a) They believe the issue is not significant enough.
* b) They plan to create a different law for the issue.

* c) They argue that most States already have sufficient laws to ensure
the safety of healthcare workers.

* d) They are waiting for a Supreme Court directive.
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Reforms panel mooted lateral
entry only of specialists: Moily

As O
=

ition cum:mues to criticise the recruitment
TV
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Minister M. Veerap-

mission chair
by him in 2005 did recom-
st bidral esatey- bt g
vernment service to per-
form speciallesd roles that
were noc ~eastly avail
Within  traditional

services™.

“It {lateral entry] was
meant to be a value addi-
tion to the government's
appointment process. We
had suggested a tran-
sparent process for lateral
induction.” Mr. Moily told

civil

from Bengaluru.
“The lateral-entry sug-
gestion was not meant to

DAE

try was “openly snatching

It was meant to
be a value

addition to the govt’s

appointment proce:

We had suggested a very
sparent process for

tateral induction
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the h Castes,
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mission on Saturday noti-
fied the recruitment of 45
specialists, those
from the private sector, as
Joint Secretaries, Directors
and Deputy secre(anes in

cernment

Continuing | his . criti-
cism, Mr. Gandhi, in a post
on X, said, “Lateral entry is

Congress leader who chaired the second Administrative Reforms
was not meant to bypass the usual

usual government appointment process

an attack on Dalits, OBCs

addressed the EJP's charge
that lateral entry was intro-

Concept of lateral entry
was developed during UPA
rule, says Ashwini Vaishnaw

NEW DELHI has created a
The Centre alle-
= - to the

icies, stating that such
recruitments were
under the pi
as well.

Peaaed by 91% and posts

duced by the Cong;

United  Progressive
e government.
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experts in
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as per their utility. But the
Modi  government  has
made provision of lateral

pr
entry not to appoint ex-
perts in the government
bust to snatch the rights of
Dalits, tribals and Back-
war, es.” he sald.
Calling the lateral-entry
policy “an attack on the

for
ties and Other

On Monday, Union Law
Minister Arjun Ram Megh-
wal told

that
the con-

by 1.3
nn. by 202223. “The SC,
ST. OBC, EWS posts will
now be given to people of
the RSS.” he alleged.
nist Party of In-

hel
stinuional post of Leader
of position in the

“He says that RSS peo.
ecruited
through 1seral entry. The

- Manmohan

part of lac-
how

secretary D.
§2 ¢0ld The Hindu that after | ple are
ifc ban on govern-
ment employees from par- | fact 1s that
RSS activi Singh we |
tateral en"y into civil ser- | eral entry. In 1976,
vices was “the next step to

an Mg’ler sdminiuration
with RSS me

e appointed Finan-
cial Secretary directly?
Then, through the same

route, Montek Singh Al

walla’ was brought in and
he served as Deputy Chair-
man of the Planning Com-
mission (2004 to 2054)," he

Mr. Meghwal s3ld there
h exam-

had been many suc!
ples during the previous
Congress _rule.  When

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi came to power, the
process was organised and

such entries of experts in
the relevant fields were be-
ing e on contract
through the Union Public
Service Col

Broadcasting Minister Ash-

‘wini Vaishnaw accused the

NDA government
has created a transparent
method 1o implement this

told presspersons
that lateral-entry posts
were three-year contrac-
twal jobs extendable by
two more year.

the roster of any servic
and did not atfect regular
recruitments, and ¢

fore the reservation system
remained inta

J&K polls: PDP
releases list of
constituencies
in-charge

SRINAGAR

1ltija Mufti, daughter of Pe-

The nomination has
paved the way for Ms. Iiija
4 £oJoin the electoral fray for
he first time as a candi-

date.
“It's an honour for me.
People of Jamma and Kash-
been facing a
d to policies im-
plemented the Centre.

tained under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
for 19 months in 2020, has

G.N. Lone Hanjura

-e-Shareef, Ghulam Mo-
hiuddin Wani for Wachi
and Rafiq Ahmad Naik for
Tral.

NC manifesto promises restoration of
J&K’s Statehood, release of prisoners

SRINAGAR

The J&K National Confe-

dialogue on 3
roduce laws to protect
Jobs and land, seek release

the past five years.

Omas
Abduliah, who was accom-
panied by party leaders,
released the it for

election.
Pomng i be held in three

ot
with other

Omar Abdullsh releasing the NC's mandesto along

the SC in favour of Article
570, why should wez- Mr.
Abdullah sasd.

He reiterated the party’s
goal to introduce a resolu-
tion on restoration of State-
hood and legal status of
JaK and 1o express i dis-

satisfaction

revoca-
tion of JAK's special status
inthe

odia

TS,
work towards restoration

of normalcy.
“its sad that the govern:

ment did not lift the ban on

“We are determined to

370 and 35A" “We will have Statehood restored.
« The G India

for Article 370. The manif-  has already is pro-

esto is an assurance that mise to the SC. If it di

The BJP did not accept de-
feat despite three orders by

powers required to ful-
AT

asd.
Pledging to “encourage

(JeD),
whose leaders openly ad-
vocated to contest the up-
coming election. The J&K
ueu!enznt(}a

worked to-
wards h.fnng the ban,” Mr.
Abdullah said.

Other issues

The manifesto seeks to re-
draw the rganisa-
tion Act, 2019, which de-
fines laws percaining o
domiciles, and jobs.

with preventive detention.
1t called for dignified re-
turn and of

Incontrovertibly
opposed to lateral
entry, says Chirag

NEW DELHL

The controversy over the
Centre to fill 45

Kashmiri Pandirs.
The NC
streamiine and &

police verificatior

ity

tion for

several employees were
terminared. will re-
dr

posts at Joint Secretary and

Union Minister Chirag Pas-
the move.
" eservation pr
must be there in any go-
vernment appointment.
There are no ifs and buts in

ty | this. No reservation exists
em- in the ate sector and If
itis not

tion up to university level,
insurance cover for termi-
1

system, which

Inc: e quota per
person and to make sugar
and aflable at
depots.

promises that are achieva-
* Mr. Abdullah said.

Chirag Paswan

The Union Public Ser-

Cong. leaders
hold talks on
candidate
selection

NEW DELHL

Congress president Malli-

¥arjun Kharge and Leader

of the Opposition in the

Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
et

central election
orlty =il declde-on "its

=" general secre-

came up before me on Sun-
day and it is a matter of
concern for me,” Mr. Pas-

He said that as a mem-
ber of the government, he
“has the platform to raise
the issue and he would”,
declaring that his party

away reserv:
Gons, then I am in the Cabl-
net and we can talk to
them in the Cabinet too..™

through the lateral entry
de on a contrace basis.
While

tary (organisasion) KC.
nugopal sasd poll prepa-
redness and guidelines for

had

s the WP harve feen o
ing head-to head on the is-
sue, the complication that
has arisen with allies of the

sess)
the allies pushed for the re-

. ferring of the Waqf Amend-

ment Bill to a Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee
which, it was re-

NDA consti-

tuents will be meeting at
oot cmck & st e Te:
solve

also said
the feedback of the party's
State units e taken
for Statelevel alliances.

Election Commission
of India. the dates for the
Jhark] an

tra elections are yet to be

Supreme Court to pronounce

judgment on the right to
privacy of adolescents today

NEW DELHI

The Supreme
Tuesday is eheduled on

to privacy of adolescents™
against the backdrop of
Sereeping remarks matle in
a Calcutta High Court jude-
ment, advising adolescent
girls to “control thelr sex-
ual urges”.
A Ben:h headed by Jus-
tice AS. had, taking
mgmsame ‘of the cbeerva:
one =k e Hight - Cose
Judgment in a POCSO ¢
called them -highly objec:
tionable and completely
unwarranted” and an af-
front to the rights of digni-
w md privacy  of
adolescent
Justice Oka had orally

remarked that judges wer

it had taken cogrizance of the
observations of the Calcutts
egh Court in 3 POCSO case.

“not expected to express
personal views or preach”
on the Bench.

tta High Court
had Slne cated for Secm
nalisstion of consensual
sexual acts involving ado-
lescents above 16 years.

observed in its October 18,
2023 ent that it was
the “uryfobligation of ev-

et offer Self trammcanil:
ng gender barrfers: con-
Trod semial irmeARpes a5 I

the eyes of the society she

nutes; protect her right 1o
of her body and

her privacy~.
For male

General S. Padmanabhan, who led the Army
during Operation Parakram, passes away

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

The former Chief of the Ar-

strategic vision, &t said.

am.
Tamil Nadu Gowvernor
RN, Ravi paid floral tri-

The funeral is scheduled  bues to ficer on
for Tuesday. Monday: Healih SSiatser
General

83, who had been the Ar-

paid flo-
Yol tributes on BehLIf of the

nabhan.
kadershl

b R ty will always
be

the High Court Bench had

respect a woman, her self
waorth, her dignity and pri-
vacy, and right to autono-

my of her body™.

felt tus fa-
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General S. Padmanabhan, who led the Army
during Operation Parakram, passes away

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The former Chief of the Ar-
my Staff General S. Padma-
nabhan passed away at his
residence here on Sunday.
The funeral is scheduled
for Tuesday.

General Padmanabhan,
83, who had been the Ar-
my chief between Septem-
ber 2000 and December
2002, is survived by his
wife, daughter and son.

The current Chief of the
Army Staff, General Upen-
dra Dwivedi, and all ranks
of the Army offered their
tributes and heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved
family, a statement from
the Army said. Known af-
fectionately as Paddy
among his peers, General
Padmanabhan leaves be-
hind a legacy marked by
his commitment to the
welfare of soldiers, moder-
nisation of the Army and

strategic vision, it said.

General Padmanabhan
led the Army during the
crucial period of Operation
Parakram.

Tamil Nadu Governor
R.N. Ravi paid floral tri-
butes to the officer on
Monday. Health Minister
Ma. Subramanian paid flo-
ral tributes on behalf of the
Tamil Nadu government.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin said he was
deeply saddened by the
passing of General Padma-
nabhan. “His exemplary
leadership and unwaver-
ing dedication to our na-
tion’s security will always
be remembered. My heart-
felt condolences to his fa-
mily and loved ones during
this difficult time,” Mr. Sta-
lin said.

Lieutenant-General Ka-
ranbir Singh Brar, General
Officer Commanding in
Chief, Dakshin Bharat
Area, placed a wreath on

-

General S. Padmanabhan

the mortal remains.

General Padmanabhan
was born in Thiruvanan-
thapuram on December 5,
1940. He was commis-
sioned into the Regiment
of Artillery after graduat-
ing from the Indian Mili-
tary Academy on Decem-
ber 13, 1959.

He commanded an In-
dependent Light Battery
from August 1975 to July
1976 and later on com-
manded the Gazala Moun-

tain Regiment from Sep-
tember 1977 to March 1980.

He served as Instructor,
Gunnery at the School of
Artillery in Deolali, and he
had been a Brigade Major
of an infantry brigade on
its raising and served as the
Colonel General Staff of a
Mountain Division from Ja-
nuary 1983 to May 1985. He
commanded an Indepen-
dent Artillery Brigade and
a Mountain Brigade.

Infantry Brigade
He commanded an Infan-
try Brigade from Decem-
ber 1988 to February 1991
at Ranchi, Bihar and Pun-
jab and was then appoint-
ed General Officer Com-
manding of an Infantry
Division in Punjab from
March 1991 to August 1992.
He served as Chief of Staff,
3 Corps from September
1992 to June 1993.

After his promotion as
Lieutenant-General, he

-

was commander of the 15
Corps in the Kashmir val-
ley from July 1993 to Febru-
ary 1995. It was during his
tenure as the 15 Corps
Commander that the Army
made gains over the mili-
tants in Kashmir and could
scale down its operations.

General Padmanabhan
held the post of Director-
General Military Intelli-
gence after the culmina-
tion of which, he took over
as the GOC of the Northern
Command at Udhampur in
September 1996. Before
being appointed Chief of
the Army Staff, he was the
GOC of Southern Com-
mand. He retired on De-
cember 31, 2002, after
more than 43 years of mili-
tary service.

General Padmanabhan
was an alumnus of the
Rashtriya Indian Military
College, Dehradun, and
the National Defence Aca-
demy, Khadakwasla.
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Passing of General S. Padmanabhan:

General S. Padmanabhan, the former Chief

of the Army Staff of India, passed away at
his residence on Sunday at the age of 83.

His funeral is scheduled for Tuesday. He is
survived by his wife, daughter, and son.




Tenure as Army Chief:

General Padmanabhan served as the Chief

of the Army Staff from September 2000 to
December 2002.

He led the Indian Army during Operation
Parakram, a significant military mobilization
following the 2001 Parliament attack.




* Tributes and Condolences:

* The current Chief of the Army Staff, General Upendra Dwivedi, along
with other ranks of the Army, expressed their condolences to General
Padmanabhan's family.

* Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin paid floral tributes, with Mr. Stalin highlighting General
Padmanabhan's leadership and dedication to national security.



* Military Career Highlights:
* General Padmanabhan was commissioned into the Regiment of
Artillery in 1959 after graduating from the Indian Military Academy.

* He commanded various brigades and divisions, including an
Independent Light Battery, the Regiment of Artillery, an Independent
Artillery Brigade, and a Mountain Brigade.

* He served as the 15 Corps Commander in Kashmir from 1993 to 1995,
during which the Army made significant gains against militants.



* Positions Held:

* He was the Director-General of Military Intelligence before becoming
the General Officer Commanding (GOC) of the Northern Command at
Udhampur in 1996.

* He retired on December 31, 2002, after more than 43 years of
military service.



* Personal Background:

 General Padmanabhan was born on December 5, 1940, in
Thiruvananthapuram.

* He was known for his strategic vision and his commitment to the
welfare of soldiers and modernization of the Army.



* What significant military operation did General S. Padmanabhan lead
during his tenure as Chief of the Army Staff?

 a) Operation Vijay

* b) Operation Parakram

* c) Operation Meghdoot
* d) Operation Blue Star
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High Court seeks NIAS reply.
to Sachin Waze’s petition

Appearing for Mr. Waze on Monday, senior
advocates Aabad Ponda and Rounak Natk
submitted to the court that the invocation of the

of pelatin recovery. Thers was no “thienc
“terror~ in the case and the UAPA was invoked in
a hasty and manner, the

said. A Division Bench of justices Bharati Dangre
and Manjusha Deshpande directed the NIA to file
s affidavit in response to Mr. Waze's petition.
The matter will be heard on September 23.

TISS issues
order to ban

The management of the
Mumbai-based Tata Insti-

of Social Sciences
(TISS) issued an office or-
der on Monday

Broadcasting Bill only after
wider consultation: Minister

The hold on the draft Bill comes following criticism about its

sive

isions for online

content creators, and the secretive way in which one of its versions was floated for consultation

NEW DELHI

an immediate ban on the

~unauthorised and Hegal™.
PSF-TISS Is a student bo-
dy that in ]une had op-
posed an announcement
from TISS discontinuing
the services of nearly 100
teaching and non-teaching
staff, a decision that was a-

he Information and
T
nistry has put the
draft Broadcasting  Bill,
2025 on hold. Union Minis-

and other stakeholders.

“We are open-minded,
very flexible, and want o
make sure that whatever

< do. we do after caking
20l the diverse views into
= Mr. Vaish-

ter rever.
The office order issued
by TISS Anil Su-

illegal

India allows Nepal to export
additional 251 MW of power

India has allowed Nepal to export an additional
251 MW of electricity to the country, marking the
first time the Himalayan nation will supply power
to Bihar a medium-term sales agreement,
tatement sald on Monday. -india’s
v s-Border Trade has
zpprmvd an additional 251 MW of power
from 12 hydropower projects in Nepal,” the
Indian Embassy in Nepal said In a statement.
With this, Nepal woul 941 MW of
opower from 28 projec!s Earlier, Nepal was
exporting 690 MW of electricity from 16 projects,
it added.

been engaging in activ-
tties that obstruct the insti-
tute’s functions, defame
the institute, demean

naw told presspersons, in-
dicating that at the most, a
new law for -

o look ar a much, much

Union Mirister Ashwini Vaishnaw said the B was beng conceived
Sor encouraging content crestors. FTI

critictem from civil soclety
on the

If the leads

much larger consultation
process.

“To give opportunities”
Mr. Valshnaw said the Bl
was being conceived for

of our
ty. and create divisions
a1 and

content crea-
tors, and that it should not
be

oy
A faculty member, seek-
ing anonymity, said, “The

“Our intent is that this is
giving more opportunities

t process, we e

scope of the Bill, w‘ll.l:h
woild have added regula-
tory burdens to news con-
tent creators on sites such
as YouTube, while also in-

ing re-

“Rules for data
Act to be rel d

Vigyan
Puraskar to
be distributed
on August 22
Jacob Kosly

Backracking from its plan
to present

in one month’

The nutes for the Digital

Technology Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Monday.
There wi be > consultation
pericd for the rules before they.
were officially notified, M.
Vaishnaw said.

official said. the latter Act

tory gap.
Broadcasting  Bill  that
ch  Jess Tt to

pursi
The Bill had .llso drawn

on
platforms, which already

marion Ted\nology anter.

r
but a senior official source
said that further consulta-
tions will be done, and that
the Bill will not be intro-
duced in Parliament this

The move to set the law

Dignxl Ytedia Behits Codes
Rules, 2021.

The official said the Bill
was partly intended to fill
an

way a
small group of wavehol:
ders was given confidential
and individoally water-
marked copies of a subse-
quent version, and warned

gap after the Telegraph
Act, I88S was repealed and

development.  following

Act, 2023 was passed. Ho-

iya Vigyan
August 23, which has
been dedared as National

Earlier this month, the

rnment announced
the Arst set of Rashtriya Vi-
gvan Puraskar, or national
awards for scientists. This
is also the first time that

reasons that are not

clear or made public, the

National Space Day pro-

gramme will proceed as

scheduled at the wvenue
the

ace at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan on the 22nd,~
an official told The Hindu.
Thbee Tk heem i el

unication on the
Change of venue and date.

Clean Ganga mission head Risk of large outbreak | Manipur govt. | Girish Sahni, former
flags slow pace of projects of mpox low inIndia | jicored Director-General of

for now, says official audio clips CSIR, passes away

that have come in April, or

NEW DELHI in the beginning of the

quarter, were rec in | Binda jan Pera try official on Monday, ad- | The Hindu Bureau The Hindu Bureau
The head of the National mid-june. = ¢ | ~EW DELH ding that there are no re- | NEw peLHl CHENNAL
Mission amounting to €25 crore are ported cases of mpox In
D), e Cormerers o under process,” th The Union Health Ministry % of e Hosin skt & neves wetalen, | Porines - DiceciorGonaial
quee project to clean the s: on Monday said the strain He added eported a story about of the Council of Scientific
Ganga and its tributaries, nse to a1 keypox virus cur-  the lbdlxy of a few Im. | i clips allegedly of Chier

\arlnus States under the
missios

A \arle!y of projects
have been commissioned
since 2015 a5 part of the

crstical in the development
of sewage-management in-
frastructure. In all, nearly
¥3I7,S50 crore been

s: w
Namami Gange projects
but only 218,033 crore has

In respos equest
for clarification from The
Hindu, the NMCG said that

This
project in the development of
sewage management
infrastructure. SANJEST RUMAR

tal) observed that the pace
of expenditure so far is ex-
tremely slow.” say records
of a meeting conducted on
July 12 to review pro)ecl
He asked in UL

as nor-
tend-
ed to accelerate in subse-
quent quarters. “The focus

the of expenditure
ph:lts up l.r- the remaining

tar Pradesh, which has the
bulk of the projects, why
expenditure was low. In
response, the representa-
tive said that 21516 crore

year,” the nme added
My, the NMCG ex-
ecuted 15 or 16 projects in a
and has completed 112
Pprojects in the past seven
years, therefore, four pro-

rently in cfeulation in the
Democratic Republic of

tries is virulent and has a
death rate of 3% as op-

10 O.1% from the less
\1ru.|En| st

‘As per our
the ‘chinces of s spread
into India from Africa are
moderate. We are also not
putting in any country-
wise alert as there is no
cause for alarm as of now.
Hospitals and doctors, ho-
wever, have been alerted
that any patient coming in
with symptoms must be re-
ported immediately. India
is also looking at large-

mpox a

Minister N. Biren Singh ad-
micting to complicity in the
ethnic conflict being sub-
mitted as evidence to the
Inquiry Commission con-
stituted by the Centre, the
Manipur government is-
sued a statement doubling
down on its claim that the
clips were “doctored™.

concern for the second
time on August 1, warning
that the viral disease could
spread quickly to
countr

e announcement was
e after an emergency

memmmaposxnnx
jatd It “moumns the sudden

Sahni joined the In-
snt\.ue of Microbial Tech-
nology (lMll:L.l*l) a CSIR

to a news
in

report, the
a press release said, “The | in 1991 He bemrne Di-
State rnment  views

body
shall be prosecuted if

rector in 2005, a position
he held untl he was ap-
pointed the CSIR Director-
General in 2015. He conti-
associated with
IMTECH, sources said.
As a sclentist, Dr. Sahni
was known for his

Girish Sahni

others, he developed dlot-

PT se. a
drug  whose licensing
rights were sold to Nos-
wum Pharmaceuticals in
New Jersey, the US., in

diweloped Ak cotmary’s

st indigenous clot-buster
drug later, marketed under

the name "STPase’ by Cadi-
la Pharmaceuticals Lid.,
and another drug, recom.
binant sub-

make up 15,039 crore of jects tn J
the lat Varanasi, Bareilly,
DG, NMCG (Rajeev Mit-  and Asra. He said

Jjects in a quarter are anor- | scale testing provisions
Salori, 'mal trend, the response | shi the need arise
funds  added. said a senior Health Minis-

found involved in spread-
such unfounded con-
tents " it added.

on the formation and alle-  sequently marketed under
viation of blood clots and  the names ‘Klotbuster” and
‘clot buster” drugs. Among  ‘LupiFio’.

spread of the disease to
new African nations.
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Broadcasting Bill only after
wider consultation: Minister

The hold on the draft Bill comes following criticism about its expansive provisions for online

content creators, and the secretive way in which one of its versions was floated for consultation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Information and
T Broadcasting Mi-
nistry has put the
draft Broadcasting Bill,
2023 on hold, Union Minis-
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw indi-
cated here on Monday, say-
ing there would be a wider
consultation with creators
and other stakeholders.
“We are open-minded,
very flexible, and want to
make sure that whatever
we do, we do after taking
all the diverse views into
consultation,” Mr. Vaish-
naw told presspersons, in-
dicating that at the most, a
new law for broadcasting —
whether online or offline —
will be readied only after a
much larger consultation
process.

‘To give opportunities’

Mr. Vaishnaw said the Bill
was being conceived for
encouraging content crea-
tors, and that it should not
be construed otherwise.
“Our intent is that this is
giving more opportunities
to express, share, and
create new intellectual
property,” Mr. Vaishnaw
said. “That’s the way we
look at it. So if that’s the
thought process, we have

| PR 5

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said the Bill was being conceived
for encouraging content creators. Tl

to look at a much, much

wider consultation
process.”
If the consultation leads

to a conclusion within the
government that there is
no need for a law, then one
will not be proposed, a se-
nior official added. The
2023 version of the Bill —
the only one that is cur-
rently in the public domain
— has a deadline of October
15 for further comments,
but a senior official source
said that further consulta-
tions will be done, and that
the Bill will not be intro-
duced in Parliament this
year.

The move to set the law
aside comes as a significant
development, following

criticism from civil society
on the potentially wide
scope of the Bill, which
would have added regula-
tory burdens to news con-
tent creators on sites such
as YouTube, while also in-
creasing compliance re-
quirements on streaming
platforms, which already
have to self-regulate in ac-
cordance with the Infor-
mation Technology (Inter-
mediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Rules, 2021.

The official said the Bill
was partly intended to fill
an anticipated regulatory
gap after the Telegraph
Act, 1885 was repealed and
the Telecommunications
Act, 2023 was passed. Ho-

‘Rules for data
Act to be released
in one month’

The rules for the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act,
2023 will be released within a
month, Information
Technology Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Monday.
There will be a consultation
period for the rules before they
were officially notified, Mr.
Vaishnaw said.

wever, as it turned out, the
official said, the latter Act
did not leave much regula-
tory gap, rendering the
Broadcasting Bill that
much less urgent to
pursue.

The Bill had also drawn
criticism for the way a
small group of stakehol-
ders was given confidential
and individually water-
marked copies of a subse-
quent version, and warned
not to circulate this version
further. The Ministry last
week withdrew that ver-
sion, recalling copies from
the stakeholders it had gi-
ven them to, and said that
it would accept responses
based on the previous draft
going forward.




Decoding the legislation T

WHAT IS THE BROADCASTING BILL?

® The proposed Broadcasting | e Anybody who broadcasts
Services (Regulation) Bill, 2023, news and current affairs

programmes online as a

"systematic business,

seeks to directly regulate I
streaming platforms such as |
Netflix, Amazon Prime Video and professional or
Disney+Hotstar as over-the-top | commercial activity" is
broadcaster, in addition to | liable to attract the same
regulating terrestrial channels, obligations as OTT
radio, local cable operators, etc. | streaming services

WHO IS EXCLUDED?

' | ‘j,l is no change in the status

® Aphysical newspaper of how online news publishers
and its e-replica are governed. If they are

® Online users who governed under the IT Rules,

they [textual news websites] will

continue to be governed here.

occasionally post news are
excluded. For instance, a

civilian who decides to " =
stream a riot live will not — a senior govt official

be covered familiar with the matter




* Broadcasting Bill on Hold:

* The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has put the draft
Broadcasting Bill, 2023 on hold.

* Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw announced that the Bill would only
proceed after broader consultation with various stakeholders,
including content creators



* Purpose of the Bill:

* The Bill is aimed at encouraging content creators and ensuring they
have the opportunity to express, share, and create new intellectual
property.

* Minister Vaishnaw emphasized that the government's approach is
open-minded and flexible, prioritizing diverse views during the
consultation process.



* Criticism and Concerns:

* The hold on the Bill comes after criticism regarding its expansive
provisions, particularly those that would impose regulatory burdens
on online content creators and streaming platforms like YouTube.

* The Bill also faced backlash for the secretive manner in which one of
its versions was circulated for consultation among a small group of
stakeholders.



 Consultation Process:

* The current version of the Bill has a public consultation deadline of
October 15 for comments.

* However, further consultations will likely delay the Bill’s introduction
in Parliament.

* If the consultation reveals no need for the law, it might not be
proposed at all.



* Related Legislative Context:

* The Bill was partly intended to fill a regulatory gap left after the
repeal of the Telegraph Act, 1885, and the passage of the
Telecommunications Act, 2023.

* The government retracted a confidential version of the Bill previously
shared with stakeholders, citing the need for a more transparent
process.



* Digital Personal Data Protection Act:

* In related news, the rules for the Digital Personal Data Protection Act,
2023, will be released within a month.

* A consultation period will precede the formal notification of these
rules.



 Why has the Information and Broadcasting Ministry decided to hold
the Broadcasting Bill, 20237

* a) To revise the financial implications of the Bill.

* b) To conduct wider consultations with content creators and other
stakeholders.

* c) Because the Bill was rejected by the Parliament.
 d) To integrate it with other unrelated legislative acts.
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RBI pPaper sees S54%
growth in pvt capex
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THE RESERVE BANK of India Bullctin has
some good news

the private sector. According to a paper,

Gap, reports Prasanta Sahw. She
250 tokd them to expedae the
rollout of a new credit assessment
model for MSME=, based on
digital footprint and step up
o to benehciares for

ment schemes.

TAXPAYERS,, SAYS CAG

THE COMPTROLLER

identify high-risk taxpayers in
the GST composition scheme
on a periodical basis and

verify from other sources,
declared value of sales to check
tax evasion. meoe 2

‘Why India needs to
zero-rate its exports
- eaces

whictsis pact of the rulletle, private sector
togrowby 4% t0 <245
in 2024-25, from T1.59 1

The article made this assessment after

projects’ finances Ths
el bieet cutlooks or pervats capex fot the
cCimtent fisaccial yoat, Othes agiacics and
Iotepesiont concmtalts are lott sangvine

‘sﬁd:ybod ing to _the
S paperwhich -
o sarily articulating the
SPiling over  contralbanksviews,the

authors, Kamal Gupta,
Rajesh B Kavediya,
Sukti Khandekas and Snigdha Yogindran,
said that investment intentions of private
rporates remained buoyant dusing 2023-
24 as reflected in higher number of projects

by banks /financial institution (Fis). “Green-
field projects accounted forthe l3on's share of
about §9% in the total cost of projects
financed. they noted.

The sector
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Share of blue-chip stocks in
retail portfolios at 22-yr low
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@ AlIMS-DELHI FACES 28% SHORTFALL AGAINST SANCTIONED STRENGTH

Acute faculty crunch impairs PM's
plan to add 75,000 medical seats

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, August 19

PRIMEMINISTER NARENDRA
Modi’s plan to add 75,000
more medical seats over the
next fiveyears may be the dose
India’s education requires, but
itlooks to be a Herculean task,
experts said.

That’s because medical
education in the country is
already weighed down by
shortage of faculty, ghost pro-
fessorsand high attrition.

Evenin caseswhere the col-
leges are reporting sufficient
faculty members to the
National Medical Council
(NMC)—the nodal agency to
monitor medical colleges in
the country—the actual num-
bers in most cases are quite
low, sources said, citing the sit-
uation in specific institutions.

“The reality is much differ-
ent from what’s being shown.
The problem of ghost facultyis
rampant, and the biometrics
attendance system is being
rigged across colleges. Despite
the (existence of) NMC, there
are currently no checks on the
medical colleges,” said Sharad
Kumar Agarwal, immediate

UNDERSTAFFED

N —

® The actualnumbersin
most cases are quite low,
even in the cases where
the colleges are
reporting sufficient
faculty members to NMC

T
Qa
m The central government will create

75,000

new medical seats over next five
years ina move to augment
healthcare infrastructure

mThe shortage was
flagged by in August
last year. Parliament
was told that about
2,161 vacant positions
inall AlIMS

AlIMS, New Delhi reported
2 80/ (or 347 vacant
O positions)
shortfall against sanctioned
faculty strength

m Last December,
the NMC issued show
cause notices to

349

medical colleges, for
not following norms

pastnational president, Indian
Medical Association (IMA).
The faculty shortage prob-
lem was flagged by the health
ministry in August last year
when Parliamentwas told that
about 2,161 faculty positions
in all AIIMS are vacant as
against the sanctioned
strength of 5,527.
Thesituationin the premier

instituteswas nodifferentwith
AIIMS, New Delhi reporting a
289% (or 347 vacant positions)
shortfall against sanctioned
faculty strength.

“Due to the government’s
recent efforts to increase the
number of medical colleges
and the number of undergrad-
uate and post-graduate seats
have resulted in an alarming

shortage of faculty members
in Indian medical colleges,”
noted a standing committee
reportin February 2024.

Experts said that the
appointment of faculty hasnot
kept up pace with theaddition
of seats over the years.

“While theideatoadd more
seats is the need of the hour,
before adding new seats, the

government must focus on
improving the existing col-
leges. Most of the government
and private collegesarenotina
good shape,” said a member of
amedical students’association,
on condition of anonymity.

“We welcome the step of
increasing seats, however, the
broader issue is not just about
increasing the numbers but
focus on the quality of the
institutes,”said Manish Jangra,
founder, Federation of All India
Medical Association.

Agarwal said that the short-
age of faculty can be attributed
to the low salaries offered at
both the private and govern-
ment colleges. “There are also
concernsaround lackofinspec-
tion from NMC to see whether
the colleges are fulfilling the
minimum standard require-
ment regulations,”he said.

To be fair, last December,
the NMC reportedly issued
show cause notices to 349
medical colleges, including
197 government-aided insti-
tutes, for not following its
norms pertaining to lapses in
the attendance of faculty and
keeping a faculty count lower
than required.



COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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India vs some other OECD countries

Doctors
per 1,000 people

Germany
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* Faculty Shortage Impacting Medical Education:

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi's plan to add 75,000 new medical
seats over the next five years faces significant challenges due to an
acute faculty shortage.

* The shortage of qualified faculty, "ghost professors," and high
attrition rates are major hurdles in expanding medical education in
India.



e AlIMS-Delhi Specific Issue:

e AIIMS, New Delhi, reported a 28% shortfall in faculty positions,
translating to 347 vacant positions against a sanctioned strength of
1,248.

* The faculty shortage was flagged in August last year when Parliament
was informed of 2,161 vacant positions across all AlIMS.



* National Medical Council (NMC) Oversight:

* Even though colleges report sufficient faculty members to the
National Medical Council (NMC), actual numbers are often much
lower.

* The NMC issued show cause notices to 349 medical colleges last
December for not following norms, including lapses in faculty
attendance and inspection adherence.



Government and Private College Challenges:

Experts cite low salaries in both government and private colleges

as a significant reason for the faculty shortage.

The quality of education is a concern, as many institutions are
failing to meet minimum standards despite reporting compliance.




Efforts and Concerns:

The central government plans to create 75,000 new

medical seats as part of a broader effort to improve
healthcare infrastructure.

However, there are concerns about whether the
expansion of seats can be supported by the current
faculty capacity and whether existing issues in
medical education are being adequately addressed.




1.Broader Implications:

1. The shortage of faculty and
the reported issues in
compliance with NMC
standards underscore the
need for a focused effort on
improving the quality of
medical education alongside
expanding capacity.




* What is the primary challenge mentioned in
the article that could hinder Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's plan to add 75,000 new
medical seats?

e a) Lack of funding for new colleges.
* b) Faculty shortages and high attrition rates.

* ) Insufficient student interest in medical
courses.

 d) Lack of infrastructure in rural areas.




International Earth

Sciences Olympiad
(IESO)



» The Indian student team has bagged multiple prestigious
medals at the 17th edition of the International Earth Sciences
Olympiad (IESO).

« [IESO — It is established in 2003 at the International

Geoscience Education Organization Council Meeting
in Calgary, Canada.




* It is an annual competition for secondary school students from
across the globe.

« Aim - To generate awareness of earth sciences through
teamwork, collaboration, exchanging ideas, and competition.

* Vision - To generate interest of the young in various fields of

earth system sciences, with a focus on promoting awareness and
solution-centric discussions around climate change,
environmental challenges and natural disasters.



- Competition Categories
« Theory and Practical
« Earth Science Project
» International Team Field Investigation
« Data Mining.
« 17th Edition of IESO - It held in Beijing, China, from August
08-16, 2024.

 India & IESO - India has participated in the IESO since 2007
and hosted its 10th edition in Mysore.



e The four-membered Indian team comprising students from
Gujarat, Kerala, Chhattisgarh, and Rajasthan have won three
gold and bronze each and two silver medals across three
competition categories.

* INESO - To encourage the participation of Indian students (of

grades 9 to 12) in IESO, the MoES supports the Indian National

Earth Science Olympiad (INESO) held in various schools across
India.




Word of the day

Extemporaneous:
with little or no preparation or forethought

Synonyms: impromptu, offhand,
unrehearsed

Usage: He made some extemporaneous
remarks before the ceremony.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/extemporaneouspro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: /eks tem.p3:(1)'e1n.i.as/
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