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The first synchronous census was taken in 1881, by W.C. 
Plowden, Census Commissioner of India. Since then, censuses 
have been undertaken uninterruptedly once every ten years. 

The Census of India Act of 1948 provides the legal framework 
for carrying out the Census however, it does not mention its 
timing or periodicity.

• The 10-year frequency is followed in many countries (Ex. the US and the UK) 
but some countries like Australia, Canada, Japan conduct it every five years.



Population census is listed in Union List (entry 
69) of Seventh Schedule in Indian Constitution.

Census is conducted under the provisions of 
the Census Act, 1948.





Historical Context:

The last Census was held in 2011, and it included a 
separate caste count, the findings of which were never 
made public.

The most recent attempt at a caste census was in 2021, 
but the data from the Socio-Economic and Caste Census 
(SECC) of 2011 was deemed inaccurate by the government.



• Past Attempts and Challenges:

• In 2011, the Congress-led United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) conducted a caste count 
separately from the Census, but the findings 
were never released.

• In 2021, the government submitted an affidavit 
to the Supreme Court citing that the SECC data 
was full of mistakes and inaccuracies.

• The number of recorded castes in the 1931 
Census was 4,147, while the SECC compiled 
more than 46 lakh castes, sub-castes, and 
names, leading to concerns about data 
reliability.



• Ongoing Delays:

• The upcoming Census, initially planned for 
2020, has been indefinitely delayed, partly 
due to the demand for a caste count and the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

• The deadline to freeze administrative 
boundaries, a prerequisite for conducting 
the Census, has been extended 10 times 
since 2019.



• Current Considerations:

• The government is discussing the possibility of adding a column to 
record caste, but no final decision has been made yet.

• The next Census is also expected to be the first digital Census, with an 
option for respondents to fill out the questionnaire on their own.

• Regional Initiatives:

• Bihar was one of the first states to conduct and publish a caste census 
report in 2023, setting a precedent for other states.



• What is one of the primary reasons for the delay in conducting the 
next Census in India?

• a) Lack of technological infrastructure.

• b) The COVID-19 pandemic and the demand for a caste census.

• c) Opposition from international bodies.

• d) Issues related to funding and resources.









• Defence Minister Rajnath Singh's Visit to the U.S.:

• Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is scheduled to visit the U.S. from August 
23 to 26.

• The visit comes as several high-end defence deals between India and the 
U.S. are nearing finalization.

• Context of the Visit:

• The visit is set against the backdrop of growing momentum in India-U.S. 
relations and defence engagements.

• The Defence Ministry emphasized that the visit aims to broaden the India-
U.S. comprehensive global strategic partnership.



• Key Issues and Concerns:

• The visit coincides with other diplomatic issues such as Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Russia and the Pannun episode.

• A significant concern for the Defence Ministry is the delay in 
deliveries of General Electric (GE) F404 engines for the indigenous 
Light Combat Aircraft Mk1A. This delay has affected the delivery of 
jets by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited to the Indian Air Force.



1.Planned Meetings and Interactions:
1. During the visit, Mr. Singh will hold a bilateral meeting with U.S. Secretary of 

Defense Lloyd Austin.

2. He will also meet U.S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan.

3. Mr. Singh will chair a high-level round-table meeting with the U.S. defence 
industry to discuss ongoing and future defence collaborations.

4. Additionally, he will interact with the Indian community during his visit.



• What is one of the main concerns for the Defence Ministry 
mentioned in the article regarding Rajnath Singh's visit to the U.S.?

• a) The cancellation of defence deals with the U.S.

• b) The delay in the delivery of General Electric F404 engines for Light 
Combat Aircraft Mk1A.

• c) The lack of diplomatic relations with the U.S.

• d) The potential imposition of sanctions on India.

















• Government's Plan to Boost Oilseeds Production:

• The Indian government is aiming to reduce its high dependence on 
edible oil imports by boosting domestic production of oilseeds.

• The strategy involves increasing yields, expanding the area under 
cultivation, and introducing a dynamic import duty structure to 
prevent domestic prices from being undercut by cheaper imports.



• Assured Procurement and Cultivation Plans:

• The government is making arrangements for assured procurement of 
oilseeds like mustard, soybean, and groundnut at the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) for farmers.

• The agriculture ministry has identified 60 clusters across 347 districts 
in 20 states to boost oilseed production, especially mustard, 
groundnut, soybean, sesame, and niger seeds.

• High-yield seed varieties and the creation of seed hubs and storage 
facilities are expected to boost oilseed yields to 21.1 quintal/hectare 
by 2030.



• Expansion of Cultivation and Non-Traditional Areas:

• Expansion of oilseed cultivation in traditional and non-traditional 
areas like rice-fallow or potato-fallow land is being worked out.

• Current Edible Oil Import Scenario:

• India’s import of edible oils (palm, soybean, sunflower) rose 17% 
year-on-year to a record 16.47 million tonnes in the 2022-23 oil year.

• India meets about 44% of its edible oil demand with domestic 
production.



• Despite a record mustard production of 13.16 MT in the 2023-24 crop 
year, lower selling prices due to imported oils have affected domestic 
prices.

• The government has extended the lower import duty structure for 
palm, soybean, and sunflower oils by a year till March 31, 2025.



• Impact of Import Duty Structure:

• The current import duties on crude palm, soybean, and sunflower oil 
attract only a 5% agri infra cess and a 10% education cess, resulting in 
a total tax incidence of 5.5%.

• Record imports have impacted the domestic prices of edible oil 
varieties such as mustard and soybean.



1.Future Projections:
1. The country aims to increase domestic palm oil production from 0.4 MT to 

2.5 MT by 2025 under the national oil palm mission.

2. India’s oil consumption is likely to increase to around 30 MT in the next three 
to four years.

3. India’s domestic production of edible oils contributes to around 13-14 MT 
annually, with 9 MT of palm oil imported from Indonesia and Malaysia, and 
other oils like soybean and sunflower from Argentina, Brazil, Ukraine, and 
Russia.



• What is one of the key strategies mentioned in the article for boosting 
oilseed production in India?

• a) Increasing subsidies on imported edible oils.

• b) Introducing a dynamic import duty structure to protect domestic 
prices.

• c) Reducing the area under oilseed cultivation to focus on other 
crops.

• d) Banning the import of palm oil from Indonesia and Malaysia.











• MEA Denies Bangladesh Floods Due to Tripura Dam:

• The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) of India denied claims that 
floods in eastern districts of Bangladesh were caused by the opening 
of the Dambur dam in Tripura.

• The clarification came after protests in Bangladesh blamed India for 
the floods, raising security concerns for the Indian High Commission 
in Dhaka.



• Dam Built on Gumti River:

• The Dambur dam is built on the Gumti River, which flows through 
both India and Bangladesh.

• The MEA stated that the dam’s water release was an "auto-release" 
due to heavy rainfall, not a deliberate action causing floods in 
Bangladesh.



• Heavy Rainfall in Tripura and Bangladesh:

• Western Tripura and parts of Bangladesh have witnessed heavy rain in 
recent days, which has been largely responsible for flooding in 
downstream Bangladesh.

• The MEA emphasized that the rainfall in the region since August 21 
has caused the flood situation, and not the dam's operation.



• Bilateral Cooperation on Flood Management:

• India and Bangladesh share several common rivers, requiring close 
cooperation for flood management.

• Both countries have 54 common cross-border rivers, and water 
cooperation is a key aspect of their bilateral engagement.



• Security Concerns for Indian High Commission:

• Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh Pranay Verma expressed 
concern over heightened security threats to Indian mission personnel 
in Dhaka.

• The concern arose after protests and anti-India sentiments in 
Bangladesh due to the floods, which some agitators blamed on India.



• Technical Communication on Flood Data:

• Indian authorities communicated rising water levels to Bangladesh up 
until August 21, 2024, despite a power outage that disrupted the flow 
of information for a brief period.

• The MEA reiterated its commitment to resolving issues through 
bilateral consultations and technical discussions.



• What did the MEA state as the primary cause of the floods in eastern 
Bangladesh?

• a) Deliberate release of water from the Dambur dam.

• b) Heavy rainfall in the region affecting both India and Bangladesh.

• c) A failure in communication of flood data between India and 
Bangladesh.

• d) Opening of several dams simultaneously across the region.









Prime Minister Modi's Visit to Ukraine:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is set to visit Ukraine, marking the first visit 
by an Indian Prime Minister to the country.

The visit is at the invitation of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and 
will focus on deepening defense cooperation between India and Ukraine.



• Defense Equipment and Trade:

• India operates a large inventory of military equipment of both Russian 
and Ukrainian origin.

• The ongoing war in Ukraine has affected supplies and spares for this 
equipment, leading India to diversify its defense trade relationships.

• The visit aims to explore partnerships in defense manufacturing and 
trade, with a focus on overcoming challenges posed by the war.



• Efforts to Diversify and Reduce Dependency:

• India has taken steps to reduce its dependency on Russian and 
Ukrainian suppliers by turning to domestic vendors and seeking 
alternative suppliers in countries like Poland, Estonia, Bulgaria, and 
the Czech Republic.

• The Indian Army and Air Force have been particularly focused on 
minimizing imports of spares, assemblies, and other components.



• Impact of the War in Ukraine:

• The war in Ukraine has disrupted supply chains, affecting the 
availability of military equipment and leading to delays in deliveries.

• Both Russia and Ukraine have assured India of timely deliveries, but 
the situation remains challenging.



• Indigenous Defense Manufacturing:

• India has increased its push for indigenous defense manufacturing, 
especially for smaller components and sub-assemblies.

• The Indian Army has started to develop cutting-edge systems and 
technologies through joint ventures with Indian companies.



1.Previous Defense Trade with Ukraine:

1. India and Ukraine had robust defense trade ties until February 2022.

2. Previous agreements between the two countries included the upgrade of Indian Air 
Force (IAF) transport aircraft and other military equipment.



• What is the primary focus of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to 
Ukraine?

• a) Discussing economic trade deals between India and Ukraine.

• b) Strengthening defense cooperation and partnerships in defense 
manufacturing.

• c) Resolving political tensions between Russia and Ukraine.

• d) Attending a diplomatic summit hosted by the United Nations.





• Strategic Partnership Between India and Poland:

• India and Poland have agreed to upgrade their bilateral relations to 
the level of a "strategic partnership."

• A five-year action plan, spanning from 2024 to 2028, will guide 
collaboration across various sectors.



• Priority Areas of Cooperation:

• The action plan identifies key areas for cooperation, including political 
dialogue, security, trade and investment, climate, energy, science and 
technology, transportation, connectivity, cybersecurity, health, 
people-to-people ties, and cultural cooperation.



• Clean Energy and Technology:

• Common priorities include clean coal technology, green hydrogen, 
renewable energy, artificial intelligence, and urban infrastructure.

• Both countries are working towards concluding a cooperation 
agreement to promote the "safe, sustainable, and secure" use of 
space and commercial space ecosystems.



• Social Security and Skilled Workforce:

• A social security agreement is planned to ensure the welfare of the 
skilled workforce and workers.

• The Indian Prime Minister invited Polish companies to join the "Make 
in India" initiative.

• Youth Exchange Program:

• An exchange program called the "Jam Saheb of Nawanagar" will be 
established, under which 20 young persons from Poland will visit 
India every year.



1.Poland's Role in Global Food Processing:
1. Poland is a global leader in food processing, and Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi invited Polish companies to join India's mega food parks.

2.International Cooperation:
1. Poland recognized India's ambition to join the International Energy Agency.

2. The two sides agreed to promote human and robotic exploration in space.



• What key area is NOT mentioned as a priority for cooperation 
between India and Poland in their strategic partnership?

• a) Cybersecurity

• b) Renewable Energy

• c) Military Alliance

• d) Cultural Cooperation









• Internship Portal Development:

• A new portal is being developed to help youth apply directly for 
internships with India’s top 500 companies, as announced in the 
Union Budget 2024-25.

• Skill Matching:

• The portal will match the skill sets of applicants with appropriate 
internship opportunities provided by companies.



• Guidelines and Implementation:

• The Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) will announce the guidelines 
for the internship scheme within the next two weeks.

• The portal is expected to become functional once these guidelines are 
finalized.



• Inclusive Internship Scheme:

• The government aims to ensure that marginalized youth, especially 
those less skilled and less employable, benefit from this scheme.

• The scheme is designed not to upload an existing youth database but 
to allow companies to list internship opportunities which will then be 
matched with applicants' skills.



• Internship Details:

• The internship will offer 12 months of real-life business experience in 
various professions and employment opportunities.

• Interns will receive a ₹5,000 monthly allowance, with a one-time 
assistance of ₹6,000.



• Company Participation:

• Companies will bear the training costs and 10% of the internship cost 
from their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds.

• A “voluntary quota system” is being discussed with companies to 
onboard interns under the employment package.



• Quota System and Exclusions:

• The "quota system" would be based on CSR expenditure, ensuring 
that those from marginalized backgrounds benefit.

• The scheme will exclude people from elite educational backgrounds 
(like IITs, IIMs), professional courses (like chartered accountants), and 
those who are economically well-off or whose parents are 
government servants.



• What is the main focus of the new internship portal being developed by 
the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA)?

• a) To upload an existing database of youth for easy access by companies.

• b) To facilitate the matching of youth skills with internship opportunities 
provided by top companies.

• c) To provide financial assistance to all applicants regardless of their 
economic background.

• d) To ensure all students from IITs and IIMs are given priority in the 
internship scheme.



Polygraph Test



• Recently, the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) has been authorised to perform a 
polygraph test on the key suspect in the rape 
and murder case of a postgraduate doctor at 
Kolkata Medical College.

•  The polygraph test will help investigators 
check the consistency of the suspect's 
statements and identify potential deception.



• Lie Detector Test is a procedure that 
measures and records several physiological 
indicators such as blood pressure, pulse, 
respiration, and skin conductivity while a 
person is asked and answers a series of 
questions.

• This test is based on the assumption that 
physiological responses that are triggered 
when a person is lying are different from 
what they would be otherwise.

• A numerical value is assigned to each 
response to conclude whether the person is 
telling the truth, is deceiving, or is uncertain.



• A test similar to polygraph was first done in the 19th century by 
the Italian criminologist Cesare Lombroso, who used a machine to 
measure changes in the blood pressure of criminal suspects during 
interrogation.

• Different From Narco-Analysis Test:
• A narco analysis test involves injecting sodium pentothal into the 

accused, inducing a hypnotic or sedated state that supposedly 
neutralises their imagination.

• In this state, the individual is considered incapable of lying and is 
expected to reveal truthful information.



• Accuracy of Tests:
• Polygraph and narco tests are not 

scientifically proven to be 100% 
accurate and remain controversial 
in the medical field.

• Despite this, investigative 
agencies have recently used 
these tests as a "softer 
alternative" to torture to extract 
the truth from suspects.



Violation of Article 20(3): 

Polygraph, narco-analysis, and brain mapping tests conducted without the 
accused's consent violate Article 20(3) of the Indian Constitution, which 
protects the right against self-incrimination.

This article ensures that no person accused of an offence is compelled to 
be a witness against themselves.



• Necessity of Consent: As these tests 
involve the accused providing 
potentially self-incriminating 
information, obtaining their consent is 
mandatory to avoid breaching 
constitutional rights.

• Judicial and Human Rights Concerns: 
The use of narco-analysis and similar 
tests raises significant concerns about 
judicial integrity and human rights, 
particularly regarding individual rights 
and freedoms.



Uttarakhand Launches 
India's First Gross 

Environment Product



• Recently, Uttarakhand became the 
1st state in the country to assign 
monetary values to its natural 
resources, including air, water, 
forest, and soil and termed it as the 
Gross Environment Product (GEP).



About GEP:

It is a component of Green GDP and is considered as the 
product and service value that the ecosystem provides for 
human welfare and economic and social sustainable 
development, including provisioning, regulating and cultural 
ecosystem services.

Green GDP is an economic growth indicator that factors in 
environmental aspects like biodiversity losses and climate 
change costs along with the standard GDP.







Thank you 
guys.
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