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• Trade: 

• India is Ukraine’s largest export destination in the Asia-Pacific and the 
fifth largest overall export destination. Pharmaceuticals account for 
the majority of Indian exports to Ukraine.

• Overview In May 2024, India exported $10.6M and imported 
$129M from Ukraine, resulting in a negative trade balance of 
$119M. Between May 2023 and May 2024 the exports of India 
have decreased by $-674k (-5.99%) from $11.2M to $10.6M, 
while imports increased by $19.5M (17.8%) from $110M to 
$129M.



India's Position on Ukraine Conflict:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that India is not neutral in 
the Ukraine conflict but on the side of peace.

Modi emphasized that India has chosen the side of peace from 
the beginning and is committed to supporting territorial integrity.



• Meeting with President Zelenskyy:

• The meeting between Modi and Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy focused on humanitarian aid, development projects, 
agriculture, cultural cooperation, and drug regulation.

• Modi assured Zelenskyy of India's commitment to respecting 
sovereignty and territorial integrity.



Agreements Signed:

• High-capacity development projects.

• Agricultural and food industry cooperation.

• Cultural cooperation.

• Drug regulation.

Four agreements were signed between India and Ukraine focusing on:



• India's Humanitarian Assistance:

• Modi highlighted India's ongoing humanitarian assistance to Ukraine, 
which includes aiding children affected by the conflict.

• Diplomatic Approach:

• Modi reiterated India's approach of peaceful resolution through 
dialogue and diplomacy as emphasized in the Summit on Peace in 
Ukraine, held in Switzerland in June.



• India's Influence:

• Modi's remarks also pointed out India's significant influence on the 
Russian economy due to its purchase of Russian oil and other goods



• What is the main message conveyed by Prime Minister Modi during 
his visit to Ukraine?

• a) India remains neutral in the Ukraine conflict.

• b) India is on the side of peace and supports territorial integrity.

• c) India will increase its military support to Ukraine.

• d) India plans to cut off trade relations with Russia.





• SEBI's Action Against Reliance ADA Group:

• The Securities & Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has restrained 
Reliance ADA Group chairman Anil Ambani and 24 others from 
accessing the securities market for five years.

• They are prohibited from buying and selling securities due to their 
alleged involvement in diverting funds from Reliance Home Finance 
Ltd. (RHFL), promoted by Reliance Capital Ltd. (RCL).



• Penalties Imposed:

• SEBI has imposed a penalty of ₹25 crore on Anil Ambani.

• Additional penalties of ₹25 crore each have been imposed on RHFL's 
key managerial personnel (KMPs) Amit Bapna, Ravindra Sudhalkar, 
and Pinkesh R. Shah.

• Pinkesh R. Shah was also fined an additional ₹27 crore, ₹26 crore, and 
₹21 crore, respectively.

• The total penalty imposed on RHFL amounts to about ₹624 crore.



• Findings of SEBI:

• SEBI's investigation concluded that the involved KMPs and entities 
perpetrated a fraudulent scheme by disbursing General Purpose 
Working Capital (GPC) loans, leading to the erosion of the company's 
finances, eventually being declared as Non-Performing Assets (NPA).

• The investigation report highlighted promoter-linked entities as the 
beneficiaries of the diverted funds.



• SEBI's Observations:

• SEBI observed gross misconduct and unprofessional behavior in 
approving the GPC loans, leading to erosion of shareholders' wealth.

• SEBI emphasized the need to quantify the gains from the diversion 
and identify the real beneficiaries behind the web of companies.



• What action did SEBI take against Anil Ambani and others involved in 
the diversion of funds from Reliance Home Finance Ltd. (RHFL)?

• a) Imposed a lifetime ban on stock market activities.

• b) Imposed penalties and banned them from accessing the securities 
market for five years.

• c) Restricted them from holding any position in public companies 
indefinitely.

• d) Ordered them to return all diverted funds within a year.











• Diamond is the hardest naturally occurring substance found on 
Earth.

• Diamonds are formed in mantle. 

• They brought to the earth’s crust due to volcanism. Most of the 
diamonds occur in dykes, sill etc. [Volcanic Landforms].Diamond is 
the Diamonds are used in ornaments, polishing the surfaces of 
metals and in gem cutting.

• The most important industrial use of diamonds is in cutting-edges of 
drills used for exploration and mining of minerals [Diamond is the 
hardest substance and it can break other substances without itself 
getting broken].



• The Vindhayan system have diamond bearing regions from 
which Panna and Golconda diamonds have been mined.

1.Panna belt in Madhya Pradesh;

2.Wajrakarur Kimberlite pipe in Anantapur district and

3.Gravels of the Krishna river basin in Andhra Pradesh.

•





• The leading producers of natural diamond are Russia, 
Botswana, Canada, Australia, South Africa, Russia and Zaire 
[Congo].

• Other important producers include Namibia, Ivory Coast, Sierra 
Leone, Venezuela, Brazil etc.

• US is the largest producer of synthetic industrial diamonds

• Russia holds what is believed to be the world’s largest and 
richest diamond resources.



Botswana is the leading diamond-producing country in terms of value, and 
the second largest in terms of volume. The two important ones are Orapa and 
Jwaneng, two of the most prolific diamond mines in the world.

Botswana’s resources produce the full range of diamonds, in all sizes, colors 
and clarities.

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is also one of the Africa’s largest diamond 
producer.



Australia is the leading producer of color diamonds. 
Australia is famous for its pink, purple and red 
diamonds.

South Africa has the most diverse range of diamond 
deposits in the world. Deposits include open pit and 
underground kimberlite pipe/dyke/fissure mining.







Discovery of a Massive Diamond:

A 2,492-carat diamond, the world's second-largest, was discovered in Botswana.

The diamond was found in the Karowe Diamond Mine in northeastern Botswana.

Technology Used:

The diamond was detected using X-ray detection technology developed by Lucara 
Diamond Corporation.

Lucara’s Mega Diamond Recovery X-ray technology, installed in 2017, helped in 
identifying and preserving this high-value diamond.



Comparison to Other 
Diamonds:

The discovered diamond 
is second in size only to 
the 3,016-carat Cullinan 
Diamond found in South 

Africa in 1905.



1.Botswana's Diamond Industry:
1. Botswana is one of the largest producers of diamonds in the world, and this 

discovery further solidifies its position in the global diamond industry.



• Where was the world’s second-largest diamond discovered?

• a) South Africa

• b) Namibia

• c) Botswana

• d) Australia







• SpaceX's Private Spacewalk Mission:

• SpaceX is preparing for its first-ever private spacewalk, scheduled for 
the upcoming week.

• The mission is part of the Polaris Dawn project, featuring a billionaire 
entrepreneur, a retired military fighter pilot, and two SpaceX 
employees.



• Crew and Spacewalk Details:

• The crew includes Jared Isaacman, the mission sponsor and founder 
of Shift4, pilot Scott Poteet, and SpaceX engineers Sarah Gillis and 
Anna Menon.

• They will be walking in space at an altitude of 434 miles (700 km) 
above Earth, higher than the International Space Station (ISS).



• Mission Objectives and Preparations:

• The mission aims to test new space technologies, such as spacesuits 
and electronic systems, that could be useful for future lunar and 
Martian explorations.

• The Crew Dragon spacecraft will be depressurized and exposed to the 
vacuum of space during the spacewalk.

• A "pre-breathe" process will be used to fill the cabin with pure oxygen 
to eliminate nitrogen from the astronauts' bloodstreams to avoid 
decompression sickness.



• Technological and Safety Aspects:

• The mission offers a unique opportunity to test new technologies and 
study the effects of space on human health.

• Safety measures and preparations are extensive, and SpaceX is 
optimistic about the mission's success.

1.Historical Context:
1. This mission is notable as it will venture further from Earth than any human 

since the Apollo moon missions of the 1970s.



What is the primary objective of SpaceX's Polaris Dawn mission?

a) To land on the Moon

b) To conduct the first-ever private spacewalk

c) To launch a new satellite

d) To orbit Mars



National Space Day 2024



Recently, India celebrated its first National Space Day on 23rd August 
2024. It is celebrated to mark the safe and soft landing of Vikram Lander 
of Chandrayaan-3 mission, on the lunar surface on 23rd August 2023.

Additionally, the recent findings based on Chandrayaan-3, represent the 
first analysis of the Moon’s southern topsoil composition and support 
the hypothesis of the sea of molten material on the lunar surface.



• Why is National Space Day Celebrated?

• About:

• National Space Day, celebrated on 23rd August, commemorates India's space 
achievements, particularly Chandrayaan-3's success.

• With the launch of Chandrayaan-3 in 2023, India became the fourth nation to 
successfully land on the Moon and the first to reach its southern polar region.



• Theme for 2024:

• The theme for National Space Day 2024 is ‘Touching Lives while Touching the Moon: 
India's Space Saga’.

•





• Consider the following statements: (2016)

1. The Mangalyaan launched by ISRO

2. is also called the Mars Orbiter Mission

3. made India the second country to have a spacecraft orbit the Mars after USA

4. made India the only country to be successful in making its spacecraft orbit the Mars in its very first 
attempt

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2 and 3



CEA Launched PROMPT, 
DRIPS and JALVIDYUT-

DPR Portals



• Recently, the Union Minister of Power has launched 3 online 
platforms - PROMPT, DRIPS and JALVIDYUT DPR to enhance the 
efficiency, transparency, and effectiveness of the power sector. The 
Central Electricity Authority (CEA) assisted by NTPC has developed 
these online portals.



• Portal for Online Monitoring of Projects-Thermal (PROMPT):

• It will enable real-time online tracking and analysis of thermal power 
projects under construction in India.

• Disaster Resilient Infrastructure for Power Sector (DRIPS):

• This online portal has been developed to swiftly identify power 
disruptions across the country caused by natural disasters such as 
cyclones, earthquakes, and floods.



• JAL VIDYUT DPR:

• The JAL VIDYUT DPR (Monitoring Survey and Investigation Activities of 
Hydroelectric Projects and Pumped Storage Projects) platform will offer 
real-time updates on the status of hydroelectric pumped storage 
projects under construction across the country



Central Banker Report 
Cards 2024



• Reserve Bank of India Governor Shaktikanta Das has been 
ranked among the top three central bankers globally for the 
second consecutive year by US-based Global Finance 
magazine.

• About

• Global Finance magazine in its Central Banker Report Cards 
2024, newly announced the names of central bank governors 
from 100 countries across the globe.



• They received top grades, based on an “A+” to “F” scale for 
success in areas such as inflation control, economic growth 
goals, currency stability, and interest rate management.

• An ‘A’ represents excellent performance, while an ‘F’ for outright 
failure.

• Denmark’s Christian Kettel Thomsen, India’s Shaktikanta Das 
and Switzerland’s Thomas Jordan have been ranked under the 
‘A+’ category of central bankers.



• About Annual Central Banker Report Cards

• It honour those bank leaders whose strategies outperformed 
their peers through originality, creativity and tenacity.

• It has been published annually by Global Finance since 1994 
and ranks central bank governors of nearly 100 countries.

•





Thank you 
guys.


