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RED ALERT TO 26 DISTRICTS

A flooded The

Nine prison staff

Gujarat
prepares for-
heavy rainfall

members suspended

STATES » PAGE 3

BJP faces protest over
candidate selection
NEWs » PAGE S

and vigi

Safety should not be at
the cost of freedom

EDITORIAL » PAGE 8

shackles of fear
lance

Suryakumar keen to
play Tests for India

SPORT » PAGE 16

Monday. » PAGE 5

Modi and Biden
‘share concern’

over Bangladesh

NEW DELII

India and the US. have
“shared concerm® about

At least 38 Killed in 3 militant
strikes in Balochistan province

Attacks take place in Musakhail, Qalat and Bolan districts: at least 21 militants were killed by security forces while 14
security personnel were ‘martyred’ during the attacks, says Pakistan military: it vows to bring the perpetrators to justice

men in south-
western  Pakistan
killed at least 38 pe-

after being taken from bus.
es, vehicles and trucks in

s25d the government after U.S.
President Joseph Biden and

Prime Mirister Narendra Modi
=poke to cach other. » PAGE &

Colombo port

a di: n -
lochistan, senior police of-
ficial Ayub Achakzal said.
The attackers burned at
least 10 vehicles before
fleeing.

In a separate artack,

Deadly

Muzaihail district of Balochistan province, Pakistan, on Mondsy.

n killed at least nine
Beapie, including four pol-

ple were found in Bolan,

up S albway rracic Th -mey al-
o ar:

ng

and burned vehicles

Gwadar, all districts in Ba-
No

strike: The mangled remains of 3 bus whose passengers were killed by gunmen on 3 highway in

were reported in those
attacks.

The military said 14 se-

ed
ponding to the attacks.
Those o be in-

cluded in the overall toll.
“Sanitisation  operations
are being conducted and
the instigators, perpetra-
tors, facilitators and abet-

these helnous and
cowardly acts, targeting in-

ar,
and “those who killed our
innocent civilians and se-
curity personnel will be
dealt with a full force.™
Balochistan has been
the scene of a long-running
insurgency In_ Pakistan,
with an array of

BJP warns Kangana
for comments on
farmers’ agitation

NEW DELHE

The BJP on Monday dis-
tanced sself from the con-
troversial remarks on the
armers” agitation made by
its MP and actor

Ranaut had alleged that the
farmers’ agitation
the three

=37 4
Xangana Ranmst
700 of their comrades dur-

ing the 378-day marathon
struggle, as rapists and re-
of

farm laws was a build-up to
a “Bangladesh-type situa-
tion in India”, and that

by the BIP, it said the MP's

foreign
forces is r proof of
the BJP's anti-farmer polscy
and intentions.”
“These shameful anti-

the farmers’ “is

groups staging attacks,
mainly on security forces.

ON UNREST 1% THE REGION
» PAGE 10

Chinese warships

coLomno
S rliy
Colombe on Monda:

lcoemed ndias war ship INS
Mumboy, 25 well a3 th
Chinese warships, pi

strategic contest. » PAGE 14

India should
extradite Hasina,
says BNP leader

DHAKA
india should extracite former

Ploughing through

Making a dash: A farmer and his team of oxen

rainy season

h throuagh the mud a¢ the Nangami Spandha — a traditional race held at the peak of the
€ Dorvam illage in Ratnagan district of Maharashira, RASH KAXADE

Fresh charges
of harassment
roil Keralas
film industry

S.B. Praveen
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Amid the allegations of sex-

o give evidence to the Spe-
clal Team
ptoblng ‘he aile

FuLL REPORT
»PAGE

not the opinion of the par-
. is
nefther permitted nor
authorised to make state-

following the principles of
S th, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas and Sabka
Prayas and social harmo-
1y the party said.
The BJP's strong admo-

yana._
Despite the BIP repri-
mand, ess al-
leged um Ms. Ranaut's
reflected _the

mp o atlfarmer mindset.

tsing
that this MP is making such
utterances because it has
been the long-standing pol-
icy of the BJP to insult, de-
nigrate and discredit the
historic
farmers ment led by
the SKM at the borders of
Delhi,” the SKM said in a
statement.
1t added that “not a sin-

gle person was killed in
any violence caused by the
farmers® movement during
the entire period of farm-

rs” struggle around the

talli-
lm—,u Kharge and Lantier
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Gandhi
slammed Ms.

In a post on X. Mr. Gand-
hi said: “The BJP MP call-
ing farmers, who sacrificed

gl
capital city but 736 farmers
their lives.

to the farmers of India for
the “reprehensible and un-
truthful” comments made
by an MP of his party.

Amid rising Statehood demands, Shah
announces 5 new districts for Ladakh

NEW DELHL

Union Home Minister Amit

dra Modi said it was a step
towards better governancy
and prosperity and the s

fluential civil society group
in the region.
cm
3

‘The LAB, along with the
mocratic

ing Statehood since 2020.
“Not up’

Cherring Dorjay Lakruk,
co-chairman, The

Assembly, the creation of
even districts validates

“If there is no Assembly
and if it is only being done
for bureaucratic control,
then it should not be a rea-
son to our demand
for Sixth Schedule and

Amit Shah
Statehood,” Mr. Kargili ad-

The inclusion of Ladakh
under the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution (protec-
tion of tribal areas), job re-

Union Home Minis-
cer said the new disericts
would take the beneﬁ!_s
meant for the
their doorstep by bi Phices
ing_governance in every
nook and cranny.

Centre yet to list violation of ground
rules by Kuki-Zo groups: KNO leader

realities. In
May, our MLASs submitted a
representation  to  the

NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry

s yet tolist and convey dh
violar ‘of ground rules

committed by Kuki-Zo in-

omous
Hill Development Council
for Leh was established in

mous
Council for Kargil was set
up in 2003, Now S new dis-
tricts have been formed In
Ladakh in addition to Leh
and Kargil Will there be
elected Autonomous Hill
Development Councils for
each of the S new districts
as well? ~

“rher  de
mand for a political solu-
don of separate
administration in Manipur

“ras within the framework
of the Constitution, and
they should not be kabelled
~anti-india”, he said. “Pre

5'G023). There Is a para-
digm shift in our demands,
caking into consideration

the ground

Home Minister that we
t separate administra-
dan {SA). In July. August,

Asseml
solution abrogating the
£

of
(So0) pact with the United
People’s Front (UPF) and
the

agree-
ment that was signed bet-
ween the Manipur govern-
ment, the e Ministry,
and the insurgent groups
in 2008 is under review fol-
lowing the refusal of the

ground rules
revealed to them.

I are seven camps
each with KNO and UPF.
The approved list of cadres

“The State Is proposing
a new mechanism to deal
with the violation allega-
tions. When things were
normal, these matters
would be dealt by a joint

monitoring group, chaired

ce e Tt taken
place,” he noted.

“There is no mechanism
o deal with these ground
rules violations. The viola-
tions have not been listed,
stemised yet, it is not re-
vealed to us vet, use
the platform is not there,”
he said

representative (to extend
the erfparties pacn).” Mr.
Haokip said.




Amid rising Statehood demands, Shah
announces 5 new districts for Ladakh

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said on Monday that
five new districts — Zan-
skar, Drass, Sham, Nubra
and Changthang — would
be created in the Union
Territory of Ladakh for
“bolstering governance in
every nook and cranny”.
Ladakh now has two dis-
tricts — Leh and Kargil —
with autonomous hill deve-
lopment councils.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said it was a step
towards better governance
and prosperity and the dis-
tricts would “now receive
more focused attention,
bringing services and op-
portunities even closer to

the people”.
The decision comes
days before the September

1-October 2 padayatra to
Delhi planned by the Leh
Apex Body (LAB), an in-
fluential civil society group
in the region.

The LAB, along with the
Kargil Democratic Alliance
(KDA), has been demand-
ing Statehood since 2020.

‘Not giving up’

Cherring Dorjay Lakruk,
co-chairman, LAB told The
Hindu, “There is no giving
up on our march to Delhi.
Our struggle will continue.
The decision to create the
new districts does not
change our demand for a
Sixth Schedule status.
While there were demands
from Zanskar and Nubra to
create new districts, there
was no such demand from
the other three districts.”

Echoing this, Sajjad Kar-
gili of the KDA said, “La-
dakh should be given an
Assembly, the creation of
seven districts validates
the demand.”.

“If there is no Assembly
and if it is only being done
for bureaucratic control,
then it should not be a rea-
son to divert our demand
for Sixth Schedule and

Amit Shah

Statehood,” Mr. Kargili ad-
ded.

The inclusion of Ladakh
under the Sixth Schedule
of the Constitution (protec-
tion of tribal areas), job re-
servation for locals and
two Lok Sabha and one Ra-
jya Sabha seat for the re-
gion have also featured in
their demands.

The Union Home Minis-
ter said the new districts
would take the benefits
meant for the people to
their doorstep by bolster-
ing governance in every
nook and cranny.

People have hit the
streets on several occa-
sions demanding protec-
tion of their culture, identi-
ty, land and jobs from
“outsiders”

Questioning intent
The Congress questioned
the intention behind the
move and asked whether
the new districts would
have elected councils on
the lines of Leh and Kargil.
Jairam Ramesh, Con-
gress general secretary
(communications), said on
social media platform X:
“The elected Autonomous
Hill Development Council
for Leh was established in
1995. The elected Autono-
mous Hill Development
Council for Kargil was set
up in 2003. Now 5 new dis-
tricts have been formed in
Ladakh in addition to Leh
and Kargil. Will there be
elected Autonomous Hill
Development Councils for
each of the 5 new districts
as well? ”
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The article you've uploaded discusses the Union Home Minister Amit Shah's

announcement about the creation of five new districts in the Union Territory of
ELEL

. The new districts are Zanskar, Drass, Sham, Nubra, and Changthang.

This decision is aimed at improving governance and ensuring that government
services reach every part of the region.




Key points from the article:

New Districts: Five new districts have been created in Ladakh
to ensure better governance and access to services. Ladakh
previously had only two districts: Leh and Kargil.




Political Reactions: The Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development Council (LAB) and the Kargil Democratic
Alliance (KDA) have been demanding statehood for Ladakh.

They have stated that while the creation of new districts is a
step forward, it does not address their demand for Sixth
Schedule status, which seeks to protect tribal areas, job
reservations, and more significant local governance powers



Public Sentiment:

People in Ladakh have expressed concerns over the protection
of their culture, identity, land, and jobs from "outsiders." There
have been street protests demanding these protections.
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Protests force BJP to pare
down J&K candidates’ list

Full list of 44 candidates released after meeting attended

Modi

but following vocal dissent at

Jammu office. party releases names for only first phase after revising list twice in quidk succession

NEW DELHI

mid protests at its
Jam office, the

re\'lsed Hist and one in the
— for the first phase

ofpolt
e 5itial lst had the

The names for the second
and third phases have
been removed.

The BJP had held a
meeting ufns cenn»al Elec-

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. and on Monday
morning, released the list
of 44 names. Disappointed
ticker aspirants and those

upset by n of
the names Oft.he B]P Sv.ale
unit duel r Raina,

and senior party leader Ka-
rick Crapta ataged s pros-
st at the party’s Jammau of-
fice, leading to

Fight within:

Angry BIP workers staging 3 protest at the party office in Jammu on Monday after the

isht
party refeased the first list of candidates for the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly election. s

scrapping of the B

“Today. we have re-
leased the list for the firsc

phase seats, along with a
list of star campaigners.

Parihar and uncle Ajit Pari-
har. a senior BJP leader,
were killed in a terror at-
tack in Kishtwar five years

ago.
In the Chenab Valley of
the Jammu region. the BJP
felded former Minis-
Sharma (Padder-

West): Daleep Singh Pari-
har (Bhaderwah); Shagun
Parihar (Kishtwar); Tariq

Keen (nderwal); Gajay
Singh Rana (Doda);
ur ban); and Sa-

Raml
tim Bhat (8anihal).
Neelam Kumar Langeh,
© won the Ramban seat
in the 2014 election, was
dropped this time.

president Sofi Yousu (Sr
gufwara-Bijbehara); Syed
G Aarabi

former

Champai
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
QUMM leader and former
Chief Minister of jhark-
hand will join the Bharati-
va janata Parly BIP) in

Soren,

was

Rahul Gandhi says running
Jammu and Kashmir from
Delhi does not make sense

NEW DELHI

Reiterating the demand for
the restoration of State-
hood for Jammu and Kas!
mir. Rahul Gandh, Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha. has said it does
not make sense to run jam-
mu and Kashmir from New
Dell

Mr. Gandhi made these

yoor s i had shared
(Pampore): Arshid Bhat | an X post saying that he
(Rajpora): Javed Ahmad | was “insulted” th
Qadr! Muksti Morcha
mad Rafiq Wani (Anantnag wtule he was the Chief Mi-
West): Syed Wazahat
¢Anantnag): Veer Saraf wuer. Mr. Sarma had

(Shangus-Anantnag East;
and udhary Roshan
Hussain Gujjar (Kokernag).

at an
with Kashmiri women dur-

Prime Minister [Narendra

ty, it does not come from
strength. comes from
= <

Speciat interaction: Congress leader Rabul Gandhi durng the
mecting the women of Kashmir dusing his Wsit to Srnagar. A

taken away for the first
time in In.

“We are clear, the way it
‘was done, we did not like.
But, now for us the prlncl-

Political Science — 1 under-
stood their

<ident and &ts broader im-

ple is to get the
back and that includes re-
presentation for the peo-

ple of Jammu ir, and
Ladakh. This status of run-
ning 5 nning

Jeader added.

In the video, Mr. Gandhi
talked about the coming
elections in jammu and

said,
rolled in varsous colleges,
like

said that personally
wanted Mr. Cl i to
join the BIP.

and
how Statehood had been

Physics. Journalism, and

par ly re-
garding the harassment of

Mr. Gandhi said that the
sdents had shared thelr
concerns over how in-
cidents reflect xyﬁeln!c is-
sues that need
and how
women’s safety and digni-
ty across regions.
women of Kashmir
have strength, resilience,

. and a lot to
but are we are giving a
chance for their voices to
be heard” Mr. Gandhi
added.

Veteran Congress leader
and Nanded MP Vasantrao
Chavan passes away at 70

MUMBAL

an; vateran

incumbent MP, Prataprac
Patil Chikhalikar. He had
won the seat despite il

nciuding
thef Minister Ashok Cha-
van, who joined BJP ahead
of the polis.

Soon after the election

fecting to BIP. Born & Nai-
gaon anded rict,
Atr. Vasantrao Chavan was

we=a

Vasantrao Chavan

a gram hayat member
for a long time and later be-
came a zilla parishad mem-
ber in 1990 and 2002. He

was elected to the Maha-

asrman
of Nanded District Central

erative Bank from
So2r e 2055,

INDIA reaches deal: 51 seats for NC;
32 for Congress:; friendly fight in five

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

After hectic negotiations,

=
chief Nana Patole and
Leader of the O

the
GNC) and the (_ongrss on

in the State Vijay Wadetti-
war offered condole: B

& ws of the de-
mise of a senior leader of

called
on the family members of
Nanded M

He paid wributes to the
late leader and spoke to
the family me:

shanng formula Tor the

Jammu and Kashmir As-
Lembly cloction.
While the National Con-

Omne seat e:
fotied 35 @ia CPIGM. il
the and

National Panthers Party.

tuencies that go to the
in the first phase on Sep-
tember 1S. While 16 of
these seats are in the Kash-
mir Valley, eight are in the
egion.

Farooq Abdullah’s

dence. A “friendly contest™
will be heid in five seats.

Friendly contest

~cordial and disciplined

Bome deak: Congress leader K. C_Venugopat with NC President
Farcoq Abdutiah and others on Monday. SPECLA 28

RArsCEVMENT

manner*. ]

Though the Con-
gress and the National Con-

sandhi. serious diffe-

cretary (organisation) K.C.

at the residence of Farooq
Abdullah and National

kar area to break
dlock before the last day of
filing of ends

RJD MP slams
Manoj Tiwari
for his remark
on Rahul

The Hindu Burean

Rash"ly: Janata Dal (RID)
uxar

Gandhi required a mental
check-up.
Mr. Trwari ov-

on Tuesday for the first
phase seats
Leaders of both the par-
ties said the list of seats
each party would be con-
ng, as as the
names of the candidates,
would be issued soon.
Election to the 90-mem-
ber Jammu and Kashmir
will be held in

rences
two parties  ower

seatsharin,

e breakthrough came

e’ Congress general se-

hases on Septem-
ber Is And 25 and O

The results will be an-
ed on October 4.

er his statement, Mr. Singh

ing vulgar Bhojpuri songs.
Mr. Singh said that the
HiP had plenty of leaders

who take pride in msulting
Congress Ieader but

for statement
agalns( et i~ the RID
leader said.

Employees, pensioners in Punjab and Haryana
dismiss UPS, call for implementation of OPS

CHANDIGARH

Several State government
empl and
in Punjab and Hsr)ana.
who have been dem:
restoration of the Old Pen-
sion Scheme (OPS). have
dismissed the Union
Vernment's latest Untfied
Pension Sche:

the restoration of the OPS

"
gathered at the

from across
the

in 2022, its
tion is yet to see the light of

“As the delay In the re-
lease of rd operating
procedures (SOPs) follow-
ing the OPS notification

Ramiila

pressed their anguish on

of the OPS. 71t ProTo

the UPS, and instead, im-

with
the Centre’s LI’S announ- without
cement., employees have

only grown more anxious.

and
pensioners under the ban-

3 <

der the National Pension

System (NPS) have asked
tate governmen

o conia Aopletnering

the OPS in Punjab
further delay.

“Not in our interest”

~We ar the
Centre’s UPS as it is no< in
the interest of the em-
ployees or pensioners. We
urge the AAP

o not consider the UPS. In
fact the Punjab govern-
ment had in 2022 anr
nounced the restoration of

the OPS, but we are sn‘ll

mediately implement the
OPS.” Mr. Talwa:

Clection 13 due on October

1. the of OPS for

POCSO court sends accused
in Badlapur assault case to
judicial custody for 14 days

SsumMBAL

The ed in the Badla-

come out with the SOPs or
details about the scheme.”
Jasvir Singh Talwara, State

convener of the joint em-
ployee-pensioners’ front,
oI THe Hindu

“To step up our strug-
gle, we will stage a march
towards Punjab State As-
sembly on September 3,
during the ongoing session
of the Assembly. We want
the AAP o im.

has emerged as a key poll
issue. Members of the Pen-
sion  Bahali rsh
Samiti (Haryana) are tra-
velling across the State in
support of their demand to
restore the OPS. They too
have dismissed the latest

uPs.

“We are the UPS
and it's only the OPS that
we want to be restored. We
are going across the State
in a ph. manner with
our OPS Tiranga march
and are urging people and
political parties to extend
support to our demand of
restoring the OPS.” Vijen-
der Dhariwal, of

pur child sexual abuse case
was sent to 14 days of judi-
clal custody by a special
Protection of Children

inst S Offences
ox)cso; cour( in Kalyan

e o1 Special investiga-

he the
court’s permission to hold
an identification parade in-
volving the amspecs who al-

vestigate the case, after al-
of delay in FIR re-

gistration police

the
who 9

Maharashtra Education
Dee;

ed penetrative sexual as-
sault) and 21 (failure 1o re-

Massive protests
The accused. who worked

legedly
two minor girls in their
school's washroom. in the
Firs:

the front, said.

Report
GIRY, Sections 6 Cagaravac-

pak
giting the report drafted by
the Wor wel-

were informed on August

14 about the incident but

did noc report . So. they

be charged under

POCSO Act’s Section 19(2)
and 212"

amx




Employees, pensioners in Punjab and Haryana
dismiss UPS, call for implementation of OPS

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

Several State government
employees and pensioners
in Punjab and Haryana,
who have been demanding
restoration of the Old Pen-
sion Scheme (OPS), have
dismissed the Union go-
vernment’s latest Unified
Pension Scheme (UPS)

In Punjab, where the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government announced
the restoration of the OPS
in 2022, its implementa-
tion is yet to see the light of
day.

As the delay in the re-
lease of standard operating
procedures (SOPs) follow-
ing the OPS notification
continues, employees and
pensioners under the ban-
ner of the Old Pension
Scheme Restoration Sang-
harsh Committee have ex-

~ua

Government employees from across the country gathered at the
Ramlila Maidan to demand the restoration of the OPS. FILE PHOTO

pressed their anguish on
different occasions. With
the Centre’s UPS announ-
cement, employees have
only grown more anxious.
Employees currently un-
der the National Pension
System (NPS) have asked
the State government not
to consider implementing

the UPS, and instead, im-

plement the OPS in Punjab
without further delay.

‘Not in our interest’

“We are against the
Centre’s UPS as it is not in
the interest of the em-
ployees or pensioners. We
urge the AAP government

to not consider the UPS. In
fact the Punjab govern-
ment had in 2022 an-
nounced the restoration of
the OPS, but we are still
waiting for its implementa-
tion. The State government
issued the OPS notification
in 2022. Later, it constitut-
ed a committee to formu-
late the SOPs for imple-
menting the OPS, but it’s
going to be close to two
years now and yet the Pun-
jab government has not
come out with the SOPs or
details about the scheme,”
Jasvir Singh Talwara, State
convener of the joint em-
ployee-pensioners’ front,
told The Hindu.

“To step up our strug-
gle, we will stage a march
towards Punjab State As-
sembly on September 3,
during the ongoing session
of the Assembly. We want
the AAP government to im-

mediately implement the
OPS,” Mr. Talwara said.

In neighbouring Harya-
na, where the Assembly
election is due on October
1, the restoration of OPS for
government employees
has emerged as a key poll
issue. Members of the Pen-
sion Bahali Sangharsh
Samiti (Haryana) are tra-
velling across the State in
support of their demand to
restore the OPS. They too
have dismissed the latest
UPS.

“We are against the UPS
and it’s only the OPS that
we want to be restored. We
are going across the State
in a phased manner with
our OPS Tiranga march
and are urging people and
political parties to extend
support to our demand of
restoring the OPS,” Vijen-
der Dhariwal, president of
the front, said.




UNIFIED PENSION SCHEME VS OLD & NEW

A COMPARISON
UPS
“50% of Average “Market-Linked
Basic Pay + Inflation Returns” and
Indexation” and “No Guaranteed
- “Guaranteed Pension, Pension.”
Ad]ustments. | Family Benefits.”
e Gratuity e Assured Family e Tax Benefits
Pensi
e No Contribution ension e Employee Contribution
® Inflation Protecti
e Fixed Pension Higtion Brotection e Flexible Withdrawals

® Minimum Pension
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Old Pension Scheme

National Pension

Unified Pension

Guaranteed pension

(OPS)
Yes

Scheme (NPS)
No

Scheme (UPS)
Yes

Pension amount

50% of last drawn basic
pay + DA

Market-linked, depends
on fund performance

50% of average basic
pay over the last 12
months + DA

Government contribution

Not applicable

14% of basic pay + DA

18.5% of basic pay + DA

Employee contribution

Not applicable

10% of basic pay + DA

10% of basic pay + DA

Inflation protection Yes No Yes
1/10th of the monthly
pay (basic + DA) for
Lump sum payment No No every 6 months of
service completed
Minimum pension* 39,000 + DA No 310,000 + DA
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World

comes in response.
d,wmasms ied

Media groups call
on EU to suspend

treaty with

France Presse

PARES

Some 60 media and

**In response £o the unprecedented number of

against
52k 1n  Jolhe statement.

The call came ahead of a meeting by EU Fo-

reign Ministers in Brussels on Thursday. ~More

than 130 Palestinian journalists and media profes-

sionals have been killed by the Israeli armed forc-

es in Gaza since 7 October. At least 30 of them

were killed in the course of their work™, it says.
with

0 ‘unprecedented rumber
by lsrae? since the war started. AFF

rights o)

he European Union to smpend a co-
operation accord with Israel and & sanc-
tlons, accusing it of “massacring Journatists- i

war with Hamas. Reporters

Borders (RSF) and 59 other organisa

ing on the European Union to suspend its ia-

tion Agreement with Israel and to adopt & ed
esponsibl

Israel

ns on Mon-

rions are call-
Assoc

arget.
le~, the groups

countries are treaties that

tions, including trade. The agreement’s Article

stipulates “respect for human rights and demo-

cratic principles”, sald Julie Majerczak. the head
russe!

this ardicle. The EU, which is leracl's leading trade
partner, must draw the necessary conclusions
from this and must do everything to ensure that
the (Prime Minister Benjamin) Netanyahu govern-

govern bilateral rela-
2

ling on

ment stops.
«

and
Opening media access to Gaza she

press 1 by

Ending

the war on Gaza would relieve

Israel’s struggling economy, say experts

Nearly 11 months into the war with Hamas, Israels econ

the Army grind ahead with an o that

ed Press

Associat.
JERUSALEM
n Jerusalem’s Old City,

Haifa's llea market, for ﬂml
merchants polish their

flights, businesses are fail-
fng and luxury hotels are

Nearly 11 months into

rs grind ahead with an
offensive in Gaza

shows no signs of ending
and threatens to &

v is taking a toll with srrull buslntm*:s hit hard and inter
> into a wider

now the vice-president of
at the israel De-

economy once thought of
as an

Institute, a Jerusa-
lem think tank_

Toll on Gaza
The war has inflicted a far
heavier toll on Gaza's alrea-

namo. Some leading eco-
nomists say a ceasefire is
the best way to stop the
damage.

The Israeli economy has
from

“The ngm
now is under ncer-
tainty, and it o met e
the security situation —
how long the war will go
on, what the Intensity will
be and the question of

there will be
further escalation,” said
Karnit Flug, Israel’s former
central bank chief who is

shocks, including shorter
wars with Hamas. But this
longer conflict has cml&d
a bigger stram, including
the cost of rebuilding,
compensating families of
victims and reserve sol-
diers, and vast military
spending.

The drawn-out nature of

& the ©

the fighting and the threat
of further escalation with
1ran

tourism.

I ot & mager dofver of the
economy, the damage has
hurt thousands of workers
and small businesses.

the war will end.” said Is-
raeli tour guide Daniel Ja-
whose family is Hiving
off savings. ~We need to
finish the war before this
year's end. If & is another
half a year, 1 do not know
lnng we are going to
make
Mr. l.n-:ob. 45, returned
in April from six months of
duty as a reserve soldser to
find out that business had

spent two decades

worse now th:

COVIDAS pandemic.
©On a recent weekday,

the formerly bustling po:

of Haifa, a major hub of P

raeli import-export where

massive contamer ships

stopped using lsraeli ports
as hubs, said a port official
who spoke on the condi-

say a

fire efforts appear to be
sputtering, and fran and
have

is the bl:sl way to stop the d.;rn.;ge

the possibility of “signifi-
cant additional military
of

o avenge the recent assas-

major _airlines,
Delta, United an
sa. to suspend flights In
and oul of Israel.

. an israell
economist with decades of
experience advising Lsraeli
Premiers and government
Ministries, said the total
cost of the war coul
amount to $120 billion, or
20% of the country’s gross

estic product.
Of all 38 member coun-
tries in the orgamuuon
for Ea

infrastructure and more

tio the Ministry projected
for 2024. In 2023, Israel ‘s
deficit was roughly

a% ol‘.ns GDP.
owngrade and the
defick have increased pres-

and Devexopmem. 1srael’s
nc the

the or,

reed The 1o

raell GDP was projected to

ETow 3% in 2024. The Bank

of israel now predicts a
vth rate of 1.5% — and

that is if the war ends this

such as raising taxes or cut-
ting spe:

But Netanyahu
needs to keep his coali

agency Fiich downgraded
Israel’s status from A-phus
0 A earlier this month, fol-

by agencies S&P and Moo-

Sri Lankan Marxists pledge
to welcome forelgn capital

coLomEo

Sri Lankas main Marxist
leader and a key presiden-
tal hopeful in elections
next month pledged on
Monday to selectively wel-
come foreign investors, es-

pecially in green energy, if

he wins.
An

er Agric ral Minister
and vocal campakgner
against graft, is popular

with voters fed up with the

Anurs Kumara Dissanayake

blames for the island's
2022

of capial- Mr. Dissanay.
he Launched his

Toanifoses
There are 39 czndlda‘es
in the fray. but

Dissanayaka con-
tested the 2019 presiden-

The September 21 vote
will be the first since prot-
esters furious at an unpre-
cedented financial crisis
« strongman Presi-
dent

ouster, is seeking a man-  tial election but came a dis-

date fo continue with a  tant third with just three
$29 bikon IMP bafloue - per centof the vous

loan to stabilise the Dissanayaka is also

plqumg to scrap Sri Lan-

But  Mr system

o st e country to

that deal — although he has  the British-style parliamen-

not provided  specific  tary democracy, which ex-

changes beyond wanting
o cut heav
“We will invite foreign
into secton

Current President Ranil
mesinghe, elected
by Parliament after the

renewable energy. e
we do not have the capaci-
£y to invest large amounts

Isled until 1978

lowever, almost all Sri
Lankan leaders i the past
three decades have pro-
mised to scrap the power-
ful presidency. but failed to
deliver.

Neighbourhood hero

<costume invites

~

o engage in

—— ]

to enter 3 taxibus in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The
service and make 3 positie IMpact. AFP

Frequent

KATHMANDU

Death of 27 Indian pilgrims
in a bus accident at Abu
Khaireni in central Ne-

frequent accidents could
hit the country’s tourism
sector.
bus, en route from
tourist town of Pokhara to
the Caplnﬂ Kathmandu,
carrying ngers, all
from Maharashera vecred
highway and
plungsd into the marsy.-ng
di river. Police said 26
ple were killed on the q)o(
cm

accidents could hit Nepal’s tourism sector amid economic woes

while one succumbed to
Injury during trearment in
Chitw:

Road accidents in Nepal
are so commo:

road sections do not even
fulfil the basic ring

Risky reute: According to sovernment dats, nearly 26,000 people

died on Nepai's

roads in the last decade. REUTERS

acci-

Despite being too common
and killing too many peo-
ple. road accidents do not

A% Tmach astilon;as

- of accountability”
~And Nepal has failed to
prevent and air
accidents.” said Mr. Gaju-

down Nepali
and during

the bus ying

the Indian

criteria.
Except for in the plains,
Nepal's winding highways
are built by slicing parts of
mountains, making them
susceptible to
“Boulders

landslips.
often roll

which
tain h
said Mr. Gajurel. “Also. our
roads are not technology-
friendly. For example, had
there been roadside bar-
riers along the highway,

ot have plonged toio the
river.~

According govern-
ment data, nearly 24,000
people died on Nepal's
roads in the last one de-
cade. But there is a lack of
will at the political level to

and exports, hence ic hea-
vily banks on tourism.
“And Indians account for

10,00,000 tourists visited
Nepal by air, data
shows one third of them

slides swept two nger
Buses into the Trishull Trv-
er. At least 59 were
killed,
Indians.
In January last year, four

including  seven

is obviously a very serfous
e

. The message that
is safe — neither air
nor road — stick to the

wraveller,” said Ashaok

foreign visitors have alrea-
ay in Nepal as of Ju-
dians

Australia gives
millions of

workers Tight
to disconnect’

SYDNEY

Australia gave millions of

work calls and texts from
their
People can now refuse
to monitor, read, or res-
pond to their employers®
attempts to contact them
outside work hours — un-
less that refusal is deemed
reasonable’

Unions welcomed the
mowe, saying it gave work-
ers a way to reclaim some
work-life balance. ~Today

reclaimed right
knock off anes wokes ane

m the streets of Sydney.

rushed.
© out and
the

arr
Iy 31, with In.
ing for cdlose to one-third of
the total.

Tounsm industry  ex-
perts say the recent crash-
es could bring the num-
bers down.

“There obviously will be
some blowback, especially
in the next few days and
Semel whila shes tuemre oyt

plays  our”
Pokharel

Industry Group said in a

statement.
“At the very least, em-
ployers and employees will
be about




Australia gives
millions of

workers Tight
to disconnect’

Agence France-Presse
SYDNEY

Australia gave millions of
workers the legal right to
“disconnect” on Monday,
allowing them to ignore
unreasonable out-of-hours
work calls and texts from
their bosses.

People can now refuse
to monitor, read, or res-
pond to their employers’
attempts to contact them
outside work hours — un-
less that refusal is deemed
“unreasonable”.

Unions welcomed the
move, saying it gave work-
ers a way to reclaim some
work-life balance. “Today
is a historic day for work-
ing people,” said Michele
O’Neil, president of the
Australian  Council of
Trade Unions.

“Australian unions have
reclaimed the right to
knock off after work,” she
said.

In the streets of Sydney,
people appeared to wel-
come the change.

e o T

“I have a very hard time
disconnecting and even
though I may not necessa-
rily be logged on, my brain
is constantly working over-
time,” not-for-profit work-
er Karolina Joseski said.

But the reform got a
cool welcome from Austra-
lia’s top industry body.
“The ‘right to disconnect’
laws are rushed, poorly
thought out and deeply
confusing,” the Australian
Industry Group said in a
statement.

“At the very least, em-
ployers and employees will
now be uncertain about
whether they can take or
make a call out of hours to
offer an extra shift,” it said.

The law is similar to
those of some European
and Latin American
countries.

A IN-X



TheIndian EXPRESS

DAILY FROM g

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 2024. NEW DELHI. LATE CITY. 16 PAGES

HEMA COMMITTEE REPORT AFTERMATH

Kerala police file first
case, more senior
actors accused of
sexual misconduct

SHAJU PHILIP
THET VANANTHAR REAM
AUGUST

ALLEGATIONS OF sexual m

conduct that have sripped the

aza
S Ranjith

uved to spual on Mo

Layalam Mowie:
TARNIA) Being name
cused. and Kerala Potice filing its
firse case in this connection.
On_Sunday. director

Kerala ra.
chairman Ransch and sctors as-
sociation gemeral secretary
stepped down from

the

EXPRESS NETWORK
BANSTOTHREATS:

.-IOW 10—‘5 MEN
CONTROLINDUSTRY

PAGES

condce. Ranjith has said the ai-
legation was an outcome of 3

toes.
On Monday, the police reg-
istered a non-bailable case
against Ranjith based on the
complaint of a woman acto
wivo accused him of sexual mis-
At Delhi govt
shelter home,
teen died of
‘assault’ in Jan,
no FIR till date

ANIITA UPADHYAY
ELHL AUGUST 26

ENJANUARY this year. 3 16-yesr-
ald Bving at Asha Kiran, 3 Defhi
mment-run shelter hame
Sor the mengally challenged. Josz
becaisse of “blunt foece in-
suries™ Till date, bowever.

has been registered in connec-

=

less than a seanth in July:

Earlier this moath. the Defhi

High Coust had SOUSIT 3 repost
on the matzer

The tadian Express has Jearnt

that an the moming of January
year

the haspstal the pext day. The
pOst-mortem report stages:
“Death was due £o hemorrhagic
shock o 0 insernal -
juries to the abdomen. All in-
juries were ante-mostem. fresh
before death. caused by biunt
force and collectively were

= INUED ONPAGE 2

THE WORLD

move~ aganst him
afec be became chairman of

i the wike of the release of
the justice Hema Committee
b had d

PAGE 2

BusmNess as Usuar
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PM: REITERATED SUPPORT FOR RETURN OF PEACE IN UKRAINE

51 seats for NC, 32
for Cong, friendly
fight in 5: Allies seal
deal for J&K polls

Filing of nominations for first phase of
voting in 24 constituencies ends today

NAVEEDIQBAL
SRINAGAR AUGUST 26

NG ONE seat in Kashms
province and four in Jammu,
Wheve they endty

fight. the National Conference
S Congress sealed thess deal
on Monday for the coming

Peopl

inside a ' y 2 Russi. issile and Russia over
100 missiles and around 100 attack drones at Ukraine, killing at least five persons and striking energy facilities. feuers P4

Modi and Biden discuss Ukraine,
safety of Hindus in Bangladesh

India, US emphasised return of law & order in Dhaka: PMO

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHL AUGUST 285

DAYS AFTER returming from Ky,
Prime Minister Narendra Mods
spoke to LIS President Joe Biden
n Monday and brsefed him on
his visit £ Ukraine. In 2 poston X.
Mods sad they aiso discussed
the Bangiadesh situation
emphas he need for early
restoracion of normalcy and en-

(W b, 2665 50
|t

| ome TR v
fNrtyg ey

safety of Hind:

While Modi has n_.ggm the

WhatsApp groups to
raising funds: Doctors
lead fight for justice

No party flags. banners at protest. say doCtors. fuwtia el

RAVIK BHATTACHARYA.

& ATRIMITRA
KOLKATA AUGUST 26

The West Bengal Junios
s* Frone, a general body of
Medicos from 3cross the state.
hasbeen spearbeading the fight.
e Gy eetings Lo discuss
Stratiy. Eatsir fuads o keep tha

This was Modi's first talk
with Biden after Kyiv visit. fic

safety of Hindus in Bangladesh
at least thrice since August S,
when Muhammad Yunus took

arge of the interim govern-
mentin Dhsiow chis was the first
e that the issue was dis-
between Indiaand the Us

The haghess tev
ods firat ratsed the issue
SoOn after Yusus was sworn in.
when he extended his best
wishes and urged him (o ensure
the ~safety and protection of

Kyivto
® Dhaka

EXPLAINED

AMID ITS balancing act

on Ukraine. India has ex-
sed willingrsess to

Play 2 sole in restoang

elections n
territory.

SR the NC will contest 51 and
the Congress 32_ putting aside
one constituency each for the
CPRAM) and JRK Panthers Party.
wheze both

the
Congress will fheld can-
Gidates ars Sopore, Banthal,

N
formula with Fasroog Abduliah
beside him. Congress general
secretary K C Venugopal said:
aliiance &

After NC pres.
ident Farooq Abdullaln's residersce
Lasting theough the day. culminat-
g on the eve before the nors-

“The of our
o save the soul of Kashmic The
EJP s erying o destwoy i Thatis

of voting ends. the parties an-
mounced that of the 90 seats in

Hindus™ there. .
Modi also flagged the issise in his
Independence Day speech from
the ramparts of the Red Foet, and

As Kharge family trust gets plot in
aerospace park, BJP says new scam

AKRAMM
BENGALURU. AUGUST 26

AFRESH row has broken out over
land aflorment in Karnataka.
with the Bj stioning the

userial
Board

allocation to the Siddhartha

headed
his son Rahul

up civic amenities at the aero-

1.3 post on X Kharge's other

Son and the Kamasaka IT/BT and

Rural Development and Panch-
TR X K<

Viluara Trust — almost a year af-

The S-acre parcel was partof
45.94 acres set aside for setting

Not authorised to speak
on policy issue: BJP raps
Kangana for farm remark

VIKAS PATHAK. ASAD
RAAKHIJAGGA

Ing Wih SuppOTiers froem acrass
ia “official " WhatsApp

OVER 70 KILLED
AFTERATTACKS IN
PAK'S BALOCHISTAN

PAGE1
ANCHOR

3
MUMBAI AUGUST 26

RABINARAYAN PATRI knows 3
thing or fwo about China and

UNDER A bamboo canopy, sur-
rounded by posters. e sages

It e e
o ots eeo weas and

murdered at Kofkata's R G Kar
Medical College & Hospital, 3
movement his been brewing

hes body

scovery
on At 9.

What started as a sponta-
neous peGest by s

groups. Through all this. they
Tave been Lacing several chal-
lenges — from al

NEwW
AUGUS

LH LUDHIANA
ES

WITH THE Haryana Assembly

eged
2 secticn of the hospital ad-
Tnistrarion B sSop the prosest

l.he 511' on Monday quickly dis-
ot sl o Lok Sabha

e

Augusl ey ey
far

[he Emergency bullding at R G
Kar iesett.

at China's Chengdu.

na — a count
aining and
an assembly line of champson
shuttiers — that Tanvi

e up
1 vl Drairved in 415 funda-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Tt e bodies wiere Mg
and rapes were taking place~
Buring the 2020-21 farmers’ ag-
iTation against three farm Laws

fit dernarxded her ~uncond)

CENTRE HITS BACK

GAL sace &

potogy
“What happened in Bangla-
ok Darve Gk

epealed
Even as the party instructed
Ranaut not o mal

o happen in India if our top
conT 2

denied the allegatsons. The site al-
Boeted was ot ~an ploe

by the Congress and National
come to-

g«mer,. = foren 2 govemenent
INUED ON PAGE 2
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BJP’s first list cancelled,
pruned to 16 names as
old guard ‘protests’

BASHAARAT MASOOD
SRENAGAR

THE BF'S election campaign for
Jamneru and Kashmis go¢ off £03
foas shian happy acc Ksonday
when the pasty had to withdraw
125 Thest It OF Candidiates wethin
bous's, reportedly After protests

mraeant for mdstrial or commer-
ciad purposes™, he said Tt is for ed-

in favour of urncoats.
The revised list that the BjP

are all in South Kashmir, tradi-
bed.

drawins the list, and deleted it
from all its official channels.

There was no ward froem the
BJP o0 why the previous st was

of the Drusts 10 et 1 a mult skill
development centre in the CA
site_1s it

ces

st had
for 16 of the 24 As: seats
yoting in the first phase on
September 1 eight con-

conT 2

Ruchir Sharma, global investor

and author, is guest at Adda today

ERSSOOMOMICRUREMS
MUMBAL AUGLS

OBAL INVESTOR. analyst, -
thor and an expert who reveals
the big picture on socio-eco-

nomic _and political issues
vividly, Ruschir Shasma wrote
s Latesst book That gover nes

have made capitalism less fair
and less efficsent and that is

Rockefefler International and
Founder and Chief Investment
Officer of Breakout Capital an in-

vestment firm focused
rnask

on
s, will be the

How India’s U-15 winner trained in

= and b,
hub,” he explains. “After office. [
wold play af a nearby coust |
loved badminton in college, but
thewe were no faclitseshack then.
Tannvi folioved o

the coures
badminton. He informs tha ats 4 years. was very
there is no ~trophy culture™ on Patrl. who was bocn in  fricrdiy and intcresed &
the junior circuit of the bad-  Odisha's Balasore. is 2 soffware  ing her.” he recalls.

n capi —the with C

tournament winners ges medals
andbocres cuealiey o

I know. His daugh-
e, Taavi. won & bocal

T In
2015, the company gave him a
chance to work with Nike's
sports vestical. Patri had other
e gone 1o
the US, but, on a whim, heopted
for China’s Jiangsu province.
“I chose China: though
Jrangsy is Smail, it i Sports-or.
ensed and known as their biggest

Tanvi's fundamentals were

o shutte
Bubs in China. ~For footwork.
they would actually teach hes
how ce the icEng

Tanvi

action at the U-15 Asian Championship at Chengdu, China

Starts there.” he recalis “Chuidren
don't usually smash when that

hildire:
she started copying
" he says.

As was the system in China
the Socal coaches — Zhang Lei
2 WG — would usge Patrs 1o re-
mn by the coustside for three

four hours, picking up Stulf. |
also got a net installed at my
i China, so her nec-

epaperindianexpressicom pumy Bl

nnssu\glxmn;be sist

mong of

meumgmmmm«:mep.mym

20 back 1o the drawing boar
CONTILED Co PAGE 2

=
Rockefeller

& Founder,
Breakout
Capital

guest at the Express Adda i
Mumbai on Tuesday. He will
share his views on capitalism
and factors that a

His perspectives are being
oy

By polc
irrvestors across the giobe.
Axthe Express Adda, Sharma
be in conversation with
PAGE 2
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China, won local tournament at 6

game go sharp,” he says, adding
that he always had 200-300

Tanws doing her drills were sent
to the coaches at the Prakash
Pa minton.

(PPBA) in Bengatury, and she

was invited 10 train these. She is

now under the wings of the

PPBA and the NGO. Olympic

Gold Quest.

PPBA coach Sagar Chopda
ical ase

0 coust coverage to the sense of
when ©

Somethirg very rare in a 13-year-
old.” says Chopda.
Tanvi's mother, Sailabala.
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WHATIS UKRAINE'S HOME-GROWN

GAME-CHANGER MISS

PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR Zelenskyy, on
Saturday, confirmed the existence of anew
homegrown long-range weapon — a mis-
sile-drone hybrid — which can strike deep
into Russia. The Palianytsia was used for
the first time on Saturday to target a
Russian military installation, officials said
without providing further details.

Born out of necessity

The Palianytsia was born out of neces-
sity, with its development starting some
18 months ago. Currently, the United
States and other Western allies provide
long-range weapons to Ukraine but re-
strict their usage deep into Russian terri-
tory out of fears of further escalation.

The Institute for the Study of War said
that Russia was “leveraging sanctuary
spaceindeeprearareas” for military infra-
structure. At least 250 significant targetsin
Russia are within range of ATACMS mis-

LE?

siles, but current restrictions allow Ukraine
to strike only 20 of them, ISW estimated.

Possibly, a game-changer

The Palianytsia with a 700-km range,
comparable to the ATACMS, will allow
Ukraine to bypass western restrictions.

Ukraine’s technology minister,
Mykhailo Fedorov, told The AP that “this
will be a game changer” because Ukraine
will be able to “strike where Russia does-
n'texpectittoday”. He said: “It’'simpossible
to produce enough air defense systems to
protect such a large territory... [the
Palianytsia] opens up the possibility of op-
erating deep behind enemy lines.

The missile has a solid-fuel booster that
accelerates it, followed by a jet engine, a
specialist told The AP. Each missile costs
less than $1 million, and the military is
turning to the private sector to bring down
production costs further. AP




* The article discusses Ukraine's newly developed long-range weapon,
the Paliantysia missile, which has been described as a potential
"game-changer" in the ongoing conflict with Russia.

* Development Out of Necessity: The Paliantysia was developed over
the past 18 months, largely out of necessity due to restrictions
imposed by Ukraine's Western allies on using their supplied long-
range weapons deep into Russian territory.



» Capabilities and Range: The missile is reported to have a range of 700
km, comparable to the U.S.-supplied ATACMS. This range allows
Ukraine to strike deep within Russian territory, targeting key military
installations.



 Strategic Impact: Ukraine's technology minister, Mykhailo Fedorov,
suggested that this missile could be a "game-changer" because it
allows Ukraine to bypass Western restrictions and strike at targets
that Russia may not anticipate.

 The missile's development was in response to Russia's strategy of
placing significant military infrastructure deep in rear areas,
leveraging these "sanctuary spaces."



* Technical Details:

* The Paliantysia missile is said to be a missile-drone hybrid with a
solid-fuel booster and a jet engine, making it capable of penetrating
deep into enemy lines.

* It is also noted for its cost-effectiveness, with each missile costing less
than S1 million, and the production being driven by private sector
involvement to further reduce costs.



Two new US-India agreements: a short history of growing defence ties

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 26

INDIA AND the US have signed a Security of
Supply Arrangement (SOSA) and Memoran-
dum of Agreement regarding the Assignment
of Liaison Officers, the latest in a series of bi-
lateral military agreements that have en-
hanced defence and security cooperation be-
tween the two countries over the pastdecade.

During Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s
four-day official visit that concluded on
Sunday, the partner nations agreed to ad-
vance priority co-production projects in-
cluding jet engines, unmanned platforms,
munitions, and ground mobility systems
under the 2023 US-India Roadmap for
Defence Industrial Cooperation.

Two new agreements

SOSA: Under SOSA, the US and India will
provide reciprocal priority support to each
otherfor goods and services that promote na-
tional defence. It will “enable both countries
to acquire the industrial resources they

need from one another to resolve unantic-
ipated supply chain disruptions to meet na-
tional security needs”, the US Department
of Defense (DoD) said in a statement.

India is the 18th SOSA partner of the US.
While SOSA, according tothe DoD, are anim-
portant mechanism to strengthen interoper-
ability with US defence trade partners, it is
legally non-binding. The DoD has beenwork-
ing to conclude another agreement with
India, the Reciprocal Defence Procurement
(RDP) Agreement, which will be binding,

RDP Agreements are intended to promote
rationalisation, standardisation, interchange-
ability, and interoperability of conventional
defence equipment with US allies and other
friendly governments. The US has signed RDP
Agreements with 28 countries so far.

MOU ON LIAISON OFFICERS: The
Memorandum of Agreement regarding the
Assignment of Liaison Officers is a progres-
siononadecision taken earlier to increase in-
formation-sharing between Indiaand the US,
and to post Indian armed forces officers in key
strategic US Commands. India will deploy the
first Liaison Officer to the US Special Opera-

tions Command headquarters in Florida.

Cooperation milestones
The vision for bilateral defence cooper-
ation was encapsulated in the September
2013 Joint US-India Declaration on Defence
Cooperation and the 2015 Framework for
the US-India Defence Relationship, in which
the two countries committed themselves
to increasing cooperation in the sector.
2023 ROADMAP: The
roadmap for defence industrial
cooperation released last year
envisioned the conclusion of

STRATEGY

nitions systems, and mobility.

iCET: In January 2023, the US-India ini-
tiative on Critical and Emerging Technology
(iCET)was discussed to expand the strategic
technology partnership and defence indus-
trial cooperation. National Security Advisors
Ajit Doval and Jake Sullivandiscussed oppor-
tunities for greater cooperation in criticaland
emerging technologies, including co-devel-
opment and co-production, and ways to
deepen connectivity across our
innovation ecosystems.

INDUS-X: In June 2023,
during Prime Minister

SOSA and the RDP Agreement.
The USendorsed the integration of the Indian
defence industry into global supply chains,
and extended support to India to develop
naval and maritime infrastructure to create
an Indo-Pacificregional hub for ship and air-
craft repair and maintenance.

Priority areas of cooperation identified
in the roadmap included Intelligence,
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR),
Undersea Domain Awareness, Air Combat
and Support, including Aero engines, mu-

Narendra Modi’s official state
visit to the US, the DoD and Ministry of
Defence launched the India-US Defence
Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X), which
took forward the commitment to build a
defence innovation bridge under iCET.

FOUNDATIONAL AGREEMENTS: In
2002, India and the US had signed the General
Security of Military Information Agreement
(GSOMIA) to facilitate sharing of military in-
formation. Between 2016 and 2020, the two
sides signed four more agreements.

The Logistics Exchange Memorandum of
Agreement (LEMOA)of 2016 established the
basic terms, conditions, and procedures for
reciprocal provision of logistic support, sup-
plies,and services between the two militaries.

In 2018, the Communications Compati-
bility and Security Agreement (COMCASA),
an India-specific version of the Communi-
cations and Information Security Memoran-
dum of Agreement (CISMOA), was signed to
secure military communication between the
countries, facilitate access to advanced de-
fence systems, and enable India to optimally
utilise its existing US-origin platforms.

The Basic Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement (BECA) of 2020 aimed to facili-
tate the sharing of military information in-
cluding maps, nautical charts, and other un-
classified imagery and data.

Additionally, in 2019, the Industrial
Security Annex (ISA) to the GSOMIA was
signed to facilitate the exchange of classi-
fied information between the defence in-
dustries of the two countries.

Other deals and sales

M In 2016, the US designated India as a
Major Defence Partner. Commensurate with
this designation, in 2018, India was elevated
toStrategic Trade Authorisation tier 1 status,
which gave it licence-free access to a range
of military and dual-use technologies regu-
lated by the US Department of Commerce.

M Earlier in 2012, the Defence Trade and
Technology Initiative (DTTI) agreement was
signed to promote industrial cooperationand
defence trade between the two countries.

M There is alsoa Memorandum of Intent
between the US Defence Innovation Unit
(DIU) and the Indian Defence Innovation
Organization-Innovation for Defence
Excellence (DIO-iDEX).

M Big-ticket Indian military procure-
ments from the US include MH-60R
Seahawk multirole helicopters, Sig Sauer
Rifles, and M777 ultra light howitzers.

M Negotiations are underway to manu-
facture GE F-414 jet engines in India for the
LCA MK 2 fighters, and to procure 31 MQ-9B
High-Altitude Long-Endurance (HALE)
UAVs. Deliveries of the GE-F404 engines for
the LCA Tejas Mark-1A are underway.



For ‘frictionless credit’, RBI to launch technology
platform; to call it Unified Lending Interface: Das

HITESHVYAS
MUMBAI, AUGUST 26

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Monday said the Unified Lending
Interface (ULI), to enable friction-
less credit, will soon be intro-
duced. The pilot project fora pub-
lic tech platform for frictionless
credit was already announced in
August last year.

Speaking at the Global
Conference on Digital Public
Infrastructure and Emerging
Technologies, Das highlighted
that ULI will play a similar role in
transforming the lending space
in the country, just as United
Payment Interface (UPI) revolu-
tionised the payment ecosystem.

“Continuing on the journey of
digitalisation of banking services,
last year we launched the pilot of
atechnology platform whichen-
ables frictionless credit. From
now on, we propose to call it the
Unified Lending Interface (ULI),”
Das said.

While announcing the pilot
project for frictionless credit in
August last year, the RBI had said
that for digital credit delivery, the
datarequired for credit appraisal
are available with different enti-
ties like Central and State govern-
ments, account aggregators,
banks, credit information compa-
nies and digital identity authori-
ties. However, they are in separate
systems, creating hindrance in
frictionless and timely delivery of
rule-based lending, it has said.

Das noted that ULI facilitates
seamless and consent-based flow
of digital information, including
even land records of various
states, from multiple data service
providers to lenders thereby cut-
ting down the time taken for
credit appraisal, especially for
smaller and rural borrowers.

The ULl architecture has com-
mon and standardised APIs
(Application Programming
Interface), designed for a ‘plug
and play’ approach toensure dig-
ital access toinformation from di-
verse sources, which reduces the

Shaktikanta Das, Governor,
Reserve Bankof India.  File

complexity of multiple technical
integrations. It will also enable
borrowers to get the benefit of
seamless delivery of credit,
quicker turnaround time without
requiring extensive documenta-
tion, he said.

“Insum, by digitising access to
customer’s financial and non-fi-
nancial data that otherwise
resided in disparate silos, ULI is
expected to cater to large unmet

‘Plugand
@® play’ ULI

EXPLAINED

THE ULI architecture has
common and standard-
ised APIs (Application
Programming Interface),
designed for a ‘plug and
play’ approach to ensure
digital access to informa-
tion from sources, which
reduces the complexity
of multiple integrations.

demand for credit across various
sectors, particularly for agricul-
tural and MSME borrowers,” Das
explained.

He further said that while the
integration of artificial intelli-
gence (Al) can make processes
simpler and more efficient,
lenders need to be mindful of
adopting such new-age technolo-
gies in critical decision-making
segments such as loan sanction-

ing.

“Al promises to make
processes simpler and efficient. It
can also emulate decision mak-
ing to a great extent. However,
when it comesto regulated finan-
cial institutions, there should be
careful adoption of Al in critical
decision-making segments, for
example, inloan sanctioning,” he
said.

He said since Al is a data-
driven science, the authenticity of
data being used in training the
models, the possibility of biases
and concerns about data privacy
need to be carefully examined.

Going beyond understanding
therisks posed by Al, financial in-
stitutions should clearly outline
the liabilities and ensure a cali-
brated and responsible adoption.

“Itisimportant to be proactive
toleverage the capabilities of new
technologies, but at the same
time it is essential to be abun-
dantly mindful of the associated
risks and challenges,” he said.
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* Introduction of ULI: RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das announced that
the ULI will be introduced to facilitate seamless and consent-based
access to digital information for credit appraisal. The pilot project for
this platform was announced last year.

 Comparison to UPI: Das highlighted that ULI could transform the
lending space in a manner similar to how the Unified Payment
Interface (UPI) revolutionized the payments ecosystem in India.



e Streamlined Credit Appraisal: ULl aims to cut down the time required
for credit appraisal by integrating data from various entities such as
Central and State governments, banks, account aggregators, and

digital identity authorities. Currently, these entities operate in silos,
leading to delays in lending.

* Plug and Play Architecture: The ULI platform will have a common
architecture and standardized APIs designed for a "plug and play"
approach. This will ensure easy and secure digital access to
information from multiple sources, reducing the complexity of
integrating different systems.



* Focus on Al Integration: The RBI Governor also discussed the
potential of integrating artificial intelligence (Al) into the ULI platform.
While Al can simplify processes, especially in loan sanctioning, Das
emphasized the need for careful adoption, particularly in regulated
financial institutions, due to concerns about data privacy and biases
in decision-making.

* Targeted Sectors: The platform is expected to cater to large unmet
demands for credit, particularly in the agricultural sector and among
micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs).



* Responsible Adoption of Technology: Das
stressed the importance of understanding
and mitigating the risks associated with new
technologies like Al while leveraging their
capabilities for the benefit of the financial
sector.




Registration of Exotic
Animals



* Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) asked people, organisations, and zoos to register any exotic
animals they have that are listed under Schedule IV of the Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972 (Amendment Act, 2022).

* The registration must be done electronically through the PARIVESH
2.0 portal and submitted to the Chief Wildlife Warden of the
respective State.



What are the Key Facts About the Exotic Species?

About Exotic Animals:

e Exotic species are animal or plant species moved from
their original range (location) to a new one. These species are
introduced to a new location most often by people.



7
* Examples of Exotic Animals:

* Ball python (western
Africa), Iguana (Central and South
America), Cockatiel (Australia), Red-
eared slider turtle (USA and
Mexico), African grey parrot (Central
Africa), Amazonian parrot (South and
Central America) etc are examples of
exotic animals in India.




* Legal Requirement:

 As per the Living Animal Species (Reporting and Registration) Rules,
2024, any person possessing a species listed in Schedule 1V of the
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, must report and register the species.

e Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 2022 introduced Section 49
M, requiring the registration of possession, transfer, birth, and death
of species listed in the CITES Appendices and Schedule IV of the Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972.



* Concerns with Exotic Species:

* Non-Regulation: Exotic species are imported to India and bred in
captivity without proper registration which may pose a threat of
zoonotic diseases.

* Impending Pandemic: The Covid-19 pandemic, a zoonotic disease,
brought attention to the dangers of unregulated trade and ownership
of exotic animals.

* Smuggling of Exotic Animals: Activists have raised concerns about the
increased smuggling of endangered exotic animals into India from
Southeast Asia and other regions.



What are the Key Facts About

the Wild Life (Protection) Act,
1972 (WPA)?

/

About WPA, 1972: It aims to
protect wild animals, birds,
and plants, and address
related issues to ensure the
ecological and environmental
sustainability of the country.

/




 Schedules of WPA, 1972: The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 has four schedules after
the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 2022.
Schedule I: For species that receive the highest level of protection. E.g., Tiger,
Elephants, Rhino etc.

* Schedule 1l: For species that receive a lesser degree of protection. E.g., Kites, Eagle,
Falcons prinias etc.

* Schedule Ill: For plant species

* Schedule IV: For species protected under the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). E.g., Bear.



* What is the PARIVESH 2.0 Portal?

* About: PARIVESH 2.0 is a web-based application for online submission
and monitoring of Environmental, Forest, Wildlife, and Coastal Regulation
Zone clearances.

* PARIVESH is an acronym for Pro-Active and Responsive facilitation by Interactive,
Virtuous, and Environmental Single Window Hub.

* Ministry: It has been developed by the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEFC().



WILDLIFE CONSERVATICN

INITIATIVES

onstitutional Provisions pop Wildlice

42nd Amendment
Act, 1976:Forests & Protection of Wild Animals
and Birds (moved from State to
Concurrent List)
Article
48 A: State shall endeavor to protect & improve
environment and safeguard forests and
wildlife of country

Article

51A (g):Fundomentol duty to protect & improve
natural environment including forests
and Wildlife

eqgal Framewopkss

Wildlife (Protection) Biological Diversity
Act, 1972 Act, 2002

| Wigjor Congemvition Tnitistives |

Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (IDWH):

(© Financial assistance provided to State/UT
Governments for protection and conservation
of wildlife

(5) A Centrally Sponsored Scheme

National Wildlife Action Plan (2017-2031)

Guidelines for Eco-tourism in Protected Areas
Human-Wildlife Conflict Mitigation

Wildlife Crime Control Bureau: To combat wildlife-
related crimes
Wildlife Division (MoEFCC):
(5 Policy and law for conservation of biodiversity
and Protected Area network
(5) Technical and financial support to the
State/ UTs under IDHW, Central Zoo Authority
and Wildlife Institute of India

Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB):
Collection, collation of intelligence & its
dissemination, establishment of centralized
Wild Life crime databank, coordination etc.
Wildlife Crime Control:

(=) Operation Save Kurma

) Operation Thunderbird

Species—Specific Juitiidives
Protection and conservation of Greater
Adjutant in Gangetic riverine tract

Dolphin Conservation in Non-Protected
Area Segment of Ganga River

I Conservation Breeding Centre for Wild

I water buffalo (2020)

1 Recovery programme for Snow leopard (2009)
Recovery programme for Vultures (2006)

: Project Elephant (1992)

|

Project Tiger/National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA) (1973)

Tudio § Cotlatonition with ¢
Wadtpe Conservition Clfoits

(5) Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES)

(=) Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals (CMS)

() Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
(=) World Heritage Convention

Ramsar Convention
The Wildlife Trade Monitoring Network
(TRAFFIC)

United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF)
International Whaling Commission (IWC)

International Union for Conservation of
Nature (JUCN)

Global Tiger Forum (GTF)




* If a particular plant species is placed under Schedule VI of the Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972, what is the implication? (2020)

* (a) A licence is required to cultivate that plant.

* (b) Such a plant cannot be cultivated under any circumstances.
* (¢) It is a Genetically Modified crop plant.

* (d) Such a plant is invasive and harmful to the ecosystem.



* In India, if a species of tortoise is declared protected under Schedule I of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, what does it imply? (2017)

* (a) It enjoys the same level of protection as the tiger.

* (b) It no longer exists in the wild, a few individuals are under captive
protection; and now it is impossible to prevent its extinction.

* (¢) It is endemic to a particular region of India.
* (d) Both (b) and (c) stated above are correct in this context.
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» Studies reveal alarming levels of
microplastics in human brain tissue,
underscoring the urgent need to address
plastic pollution.

« About Microplastics:

 Microplastics are defined as synthetic
solid particles sized ranging from 1
micrometre to 5 millimetres (mm), which
are insoluble in water.

* They are particularly harmful to the
oceans as they don’t readily break down '
Into harmless molecules and adversely
affect the health of marine organisms, /
which mistake plastic for food.
P 4




Key findings:

Microplastics in Brain Tissue: Detected in brain samples at higher concentrations than other organs.

Health Risks: Linked to oxidative stress, cardiovascular issues, and potential cognitive impairments.

Environmental Ubiquity: Found in various human organs including lungs, placentas, and reproductive
organs.

Regulatory Gaps: No current standards for microplastics in food or water in the US.

Rising Levels: The concentration of microplastics in the brain has increased over time.

Animal Studies: Show links to fertility issues, cancer, and endocrine disruption.




Initiatives Taken to tackle microplastics:

Global Initiatives:

e Global Partnership on Marine Litter (GPML)
e GloLitter Partnerships Project

e London Convention, 1972

India-Specific Initiatives:

« Elimination of single-use plastic
» Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016

e Un-Plastic Collective



As per the new study, with our every breath, we may be inhaling substantial quantities of
microplastics that eventually flow into our blood and accumulate on our organs

| Industrial activitics im paCtS:
\ 4 ® Health impact
D ; MICROPLASTICS <5mm 4 on Humans: The smallest particles can enter
blood streams and collect in organs like the
I\\P'*‘stlc Littering L. liver and brain
Fishing * As per WHO, the level of microplastics in
Activities drinking-water is not yet dangerous for
y Subm,s humans but called for more research into
6 potential future risk.
Fragmestation due to Ingested by \ . * On Aquatic animals: Microplastics damage
UV Mechanicaland __ g & Fishes I gt aquatic creatures including turtles and birds. It
S— blocks digestive tracts, and alters feeding
Mlcmplnmcs ( J behavior

Environmental Impact: According to the IUCN, at least 8 million tonnes of plastic end up in the
oceans every year and make up about 80% of all marine debris



Where the Ocean’s o

Types of marine ‘ A ﬁ o l ( « h\ Microplastics Come From
affected 4 Estimated share of total microplastics
T T T T in the world’s oceans, by source
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Synthetic textiles Car tires City dust
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Ung cancer vacci ‘
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The world’s first mMRNA lung cancer vaccine, BNT116, has
begun clinical trials across seven countries, including the
UK, the US, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Spain, and Turkey.

This vaccine targets non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), the
most common form of the disease, by instructing the body
to attack cancer cells and prevent their recurrence.

The vaccine uses messenger RNA technology, similar to
COVID-19 vaccines, to prompt the immune system to
recognize and fight NSCLC cells.
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