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The article you've uploaded discusses the Union Home Minister Amit Shah's 
announcement about the creation of five new districts in the Union Territory of 
Ladakh

. The new districts are Zanskar, Drass, Sham, Nubra, and Changthang.

This decision is aimed at improving governance and ensuring that government 
services reach every part of the region.



Key points from the article:

New Districts: Five new districts have been created in Ladakh 
to ensure better governance and access to services. Ladakh 
previously had only two districts: Leh and Kargil.



Political Reactions: The Ladakh Autonomous Hill 
Development Council (LAB) and the Kargil Democratic 
Alliance (KDA) have been demanding statehood for Ladakh. 

They have stated that while the creation of new districts is a 
step forward, it does not address their demand for Sixth 
Schedule status, which seeks to protect tribal areas, job 
reservations, and more significant local governance powers



Public Sentiment:

People in Ladakh have expressed concerns over the protection 
of their culture, identity, land, and jobs from "outsiders." There 
have been street protests demanding these protections.



















• The article discusses Ukraine's newly developed long-range weapon, 
the Paliantysia missile, which has been described as a potential 
"game-changer" in the ongoing conflict with Russia. 

• Development Out of Necessity: The Paliantysia was developed over 
the past 18 months, largely out of necessity due to restrictions 
imposed by Ukraine's Western allies on using their supplied long-
range weapons deep into Russian territory.



• Capabilities and Range: The missile is reported to have a range of 700 
km, comparable to the U.S.-supplied ATACMS. This range allows 
Ukraine to strike deep within Russian territory, targeting key military 
installations.



• Strategic Impact: Ukraine's technology minister, Mykhailo Fedorov, 
suggested that this missile could be a "game-changer" because it 
allows Ukraine to bypass Western restrictions and strike at targets 
that Russia may not anticipate.

• The missile's development was in response to Russia's strategy of 
placing significant military infrastructure deep in rear areas, 
leveraging these "sanctuary spaces."



• Technical Details: 

• The Paliantysia missile is said to be a missile-drone hybrid with a 
solid-fuel booster and a jet engine, making it capable of penetrating 
deep into enemy lines. 

• It is also noted for its cost-effectiveness, with each missile costing less 
than $1 million, and the production being driven by private sector 
involvement to further reduce costs.







• Introduction of ULI: RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das announced that 
the ULI will be introduced to facilitate seamless and consent-based 
access to digital information for credit appraisal. The pilot project for 
this platform was announced last year.

• Comparison to UPI: Das highlighted that ULI could transform the 
lending space in a manner similar to how the Unified Payment 
Interface (UPI) revolutionized the payments ecosystem in India.



• Streamlined Credit Appraisal: ULI aims to cut down the time required 
for credit appraisal by integrating data from various entities such as 
Central and State governments, banks, account aggregators, and 
digital identity authorities. Currently, these entities operate in silos, 
leading to delays in lending.

• Plug and Play Architecture: The ULI platform will have a common 
architecture and standardized APIs designed for a "plug and play" 
approach. This will ensure easy and secure digital access to 
information from multiple sources, reducing the complexity of 
integrating different systems.



• Focus on AI Integration: The RBI Governor also discussed the 
potential of integrating artificial intelligence (AI) into the ULI platform. 
While AI can simplify processes, especially in loan sanctioning, Das 
emphasized the need for careful adoption, particularly in regulated 
financial institutions, due to concerns about data privacy and biases 
in decision-making.

• Targeted Sectors: The platform is expected to cater to large unmet 
demands for credit, particularly in the agricultural sector and among 
micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs).



• Responsible Adoption of Technology: Das 
stressed the importance of understanding 
and mitigating the risks associated with new 
technologies like AI while leveraging their 
capabilities for the benefit of the financial 
sector.



Registration of Exotic 
Animals



• Recently, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) asked people, organisations, and zoos to register any exotic 
animals they have that are listed under Schedule IV of the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act, 1972 (Amendment Act, 2022).

• The registration must be done electronically through the PARIVESH 
2.0 portal and submitted to the Chief Wildlife Warden of the 
respective State.



What are the Key Facts About the Exotic Species?

About Exotic Animals:

• Exotic species are animal or plant species moved from 
their original range (location) to a new one. These species are 
introduced to a new location most often by people.



• Examples of Exotic Animals:

• Ball python (western 
Africa), Iguana (Central and South 
America), Cockatiel (Australia), Red-
eared slider turtle (USA and 
Mexico), African grey parrot (Central 
Africa), Amazonian parrot (South and 
Central America) etc are examples of 
exotic animals in India.



• Legal Requirement: 

• As per the Living Animal Species (Reporting and Registration) Rules, 
2024, any person possessing a species listed in Schedule IV of the 
Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, must report and register the species.

• Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 2022 introduced Section 49 
M, requiring the registration of possession, transfer, birth, and death 
of species listed in the CITES Appendices and Schedule IV of the Wild 
Life (Protection) Act, 1972.



• Concerns with Exotic Species:

• Non-Regulation: Exotic species are imported to India and bred in 
captivity without proper registration which may pose a threat of 
zoonotic diseases. 

• Impending Pandemic: The Covid-19 pandemic, a zoonotic disease, 
brought attention to the dangers of unregulated trade and ownership 
of exotic animals.

• Smuggling of Exotic Animals: Activists have raised concerns about the 
increased smuggling of endangered exotic animals into India from 
Southeast Asia and other regions.



What are the Key Facts About 
the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 

1972 (WPA)?

About WPA, 1972: It aims to 
protect wild animals, birds, 

and plants, and address 
related issues to ensure the 

ecological and environmental 
sustainability of the country.



• Schedules of WPA, 1972: The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 has four schedules after 
the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 2022.

Schedule I: For species that receive the highest level of protection. E.g., Tiger, 
Elephants, Rhino etc.

• Schedule II: For species that receive a lesser degree of protection. E.g., Kites, Eagle, 
Falcons prinias etc.

• Schedule III: For plant species

• Schedule IV: For species protected under the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). E.g., Bear.



• What is the PARIVESH 2.0 Portal?

• About: PARIVESH 2.0 is a web-based application for online submission 
and monitoring of Environmental, Forest, Wildlife, and Coastal Regulation 
Zone clearances.

• PARIVESH is an acronym for Pro-Active and Responsive facilitation by Interactive, 
Virtuous, and Environmental Single Window Hub.

• Ministry: It has been developed by the Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change (MoEFCC).





• If a particular plant species is placed under Schedule VI of the Wildlife 
Protection Act, 1972, what is the implication? (2020)

• (a) A licence is required to cultivate that plant.

• (b) Such a plant cannot be cultivated under any circumstances.

• (c) It is a Genetically Modified crop plant.

• (d) Such a plant is invasive and harmful to the ecosystem.

•



• In India, if a species of tortoise is declared protected under Schedule I of 
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, what does it imply? (2017)

• (a) It enjoys the same level of protection as the tiger.

• (b) It no longer exists in the wild, a few individuals are under captive 
protection; and now it is impossible to prevent its extinction.

• (c) It is endemic to a particular region of India.

• (d) Both (b) and (c) stated above are correct in this context.



Microplastics found  in Human Brain 
Tissue



• Studies reveal alarming levels of 
microplastics in human brain tissue, 
underscoring the urgent need to address 
plastic pollution.

•

• About Microplastics:

• Microplastics are defined as synthetic 
solid particles sized ranging from 1 
micrometre to 5 millimetres (mm), which 
are insoluble in water.

• They are particularly harmful to the 
oceans as they don’t readily break down 
into harmless molecules and adversely 
affect the health of marine organisms, 
which mistake plastic for food.



Key findings:

Microplastics in Brain Tissue: Detected in brain samples at higher concentrations than other organs.

Health Risks: Linked to oxidative stress, cardiovascular issues, and potential cognitive impairments.

Environmental Ubiquity: Found in various human organs including lungs, placentas, and reproductive 
organs.

Regulatory Gaps: No current standards for microplastics in food or water in the US.

Rising Levels: The concentration of microplastics in the brain has increased over time.

Animal Studies: Show links to fertility issues, cancer, and endocrine disruption.









Lung cancer vaccine



The world’s first mRNA lung cancer vaccine, BNT116, has 
begun clinical trials across seven countries, including the 
UK, the US, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Spain, and Turkey.

This vaccine targets non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), the 
most common form of the disease, by instructing the body 
to attack cancer cells and prevent their recurrence.

The vaccine uses messenger RNA technology, similar to 
COVID-19 vaccines, to prompt the immune system to 
recognize and fight NSCLC cells.













Thank you 
guys.


