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FAILURE IS
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ITIS THE

COURAGETO
CONTINUE
THAT
COUNTS




THURSDAY
29, 2024

INTERNATIONAL
EDITION

roLLOW US
Dot/ inemsth.lve/t

e
bt memsth et

Vol.2 - No.207

IMCREASED STRENGTH

Israel’s
operation in
West Bank *
kills nine

NDA touches majority
mark in Rajya Sabha

NEWS » PAGE 5

WORLD » PAGE 14

cHANDIPURA ViRUS
Further transmission
possible, warns WHO

NEWS » PAGE S

A silent
backlash

Social forces are seeking

BLAZING START

Osaka stuns 10th seed

Ostapenko in round 1

SPORT » PAGE 16

Pointing out that she would

abie to fulfill her party's
agends in the Union Territory
setup. » PAGE 2

BENGALURU
A T6-year-old retired teacher
was killed after nearty a dozen
stray Gogs attacked her on

Bengaluru, bringing the focus.
back to the. ed by

Bengal bandh disrupts normal
life as Trinamool takes on BJP

Kolkata Police arrest several BIP leaders for trving to halt trans
party out on streets trying to foil the bandh call: State BJP chief writes to Union Home Minister on law

KOLKATA

ife was paralysed in
various  parts  of

arat
(BIP) to protest against al-
ice excesses on
protesters  during  the
march to the State Secreta-
riat on Tuesday.
The

on railway wracks at scveral
ng suburl

ma-
for arterial routes disrupt-

aj o8 scufla vt
o handi i Kokaks o dhodineaciay. 2

was in the Opposition, is
no more prevalent in the
State, the strike witnessed

ng s.
“While the culture - of
hallmark of

ongress when It

e for
and against it
Tl A
o0 the streecs In
Kolkata and of
State trying o foil the

bandh call. Violence broke
out when BJP and Trina-
mool workers came face to
i e Mot Rk,
leader s h and Tri
Supporters
dmhed Several BJP lead-
ers were detained by the
Kolkata Police for trying to

halt transport facilities and

forcibly shut commercial

establishments. BJP MLA

Saalai Choaki’ e ace
s o get

Bullets fired

in Bhatpara, bullets were

fired at the v veh.tde of a BJP
eople sus-

ps injusies in the attack

that was caught on came-

ra_State BJP president Su-

ort facilities and shut establishments; supporters of ruling

and order situation

nister Shri Amit Shah to ap-
prise him of the alarming

Bw and order siruation in
WB. CM Mamata Baner-
Jee's recent antlnational

Test

Ths: Stasa: gopesoment
announced several
e it e
strike. The Trinamool lea-
dership said the strike did

MORE REPORTS ON
»PAGES

stray dogs. b PAGE 3
‘Nature not taken
Nicobar

Minister. » PAGE 6

Afghan women
sing to protest
Taliban’s ban

of them singing. » PAGE 14

Nature to the rescue

Many uses: A woman with dried Dhaincha. unsmang through

low-lying aress of

paday field

Dhainchia to use them a kindling during floods. RTU AL ACAMAR

Bangladesh
interim govt.
lifts ban on
Islamist party

DHAKA

“The intert

Counter mindset
that sees women as
less capable: Murmu

NEW DELH

Dedarlng that “enough is
. Preside:

said it was time for In-
dia to wake up to the

“perversion”
against women and coun-
ter the mindset that sees
powerful,

less.

Jer owe
daugivers to remove the
s from their path of
ianing the freedom from
fear,” she said In
sive article for PT1.
Referring to the August
9 rape and murder of a ju-
nior doctor in a Kolkata
hospital, the ne said
what was even more de-
pressing was that it was
part of a serles of crimes
against wome:
urma said mociril

o The nation s bounad
t0 be outraged, and so am
1" she wrote.

The article titled “Wo-
men's Safecy: Enough is
Enough™ is the first time
she has articulated her

Bangiadech o Wedneoday
ended the ban on the Ja-
maat-e-Islami, its student

wing Istami Chhatrashibir,
and “all associated organi-
sations’

The announcement was
preceded by a press confe-
rence by Shafiqur Rahman,
the emir of Jamaat-e-Isla-

‘The end of the ban has
opened the political

scape of Bangladesh to the
1slamist party.

FULL REPORT
»PAGE 15

were proc
esting in Kolkata, criminals
remained on the prowl el-
sewhere. The

During the an interac-
with PTI, she recalled
her recent meeting with a

‘woul -
Tence of the Nirbhaya-type
incident future,” the Pre

sident sald refen'lng o (he
rape and murder of a phy-
siotherapy intern in Deihi

tonwide am.emlon Ms.
Murmu sal

Tesply tagiatiiex

dent sald.
Acknowledging  that
there have been laws and
campalgns, she said,

“Yet, there is something
that continues to come in
the way and to torment
s History, the President
said, “often hurts™ and so-
eties scared to face histo-
1y resort to ~collective am-
nesia” 1o bury their heads
in the sand Mke the prover-

B v tha thma has come
not only to face hist
squarely but also to search
within our souls and probe

she
in her impassioned appeal.

SIT records statements as probe into
abuse in Kerala filmdom gathers pace

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The {mvestigation into the
complaints of sexual
ploitation and abuse in the
Kerala film industry

of actor and MUA M. Makesh on Wednesday. < SURESRAAS

vie Artists, Siddique,
raping her at a hotel in Thi-
ruvananthapuram  under
the pretext of auditloning
her for a movle project

e had also accused &

o
x

Ia-
wyer of attempting to traf-
fic her to a film producer
for sex.

Testimonial evidence

Officials said the SIT would
seek to strengthen the tes-
timonial evidence provid-
ed by the survivors by per-
suading them to depose in
camera in a magistrate

court.
However, they said, tes-

timonial evidence alone
may not provide the stan-
dard of proof required to

tions, set stills, statements
of co-actors and technical
staff, and recollections of
costumes to validate the
testimony of the survivors
and also build a timeline to
reconstruct the chain of

events that led to the of-
fence. Moreover, the state
ments of personal staff of
the accused personsmight
prove crucial to the case.
The police might seek to
record such as

Jharkhand Police officials questioned
for spymg‘ on Champai Soren in Delhi

EW DELHIPATNA

Two Jharkhand Police offi-
clals su: of e
on former Chief Minister

New Del-

sworn statements for pro-
secutorial advantage. The
SIT will also question co-
actors who worked with

investigator
said such supplementary
statements could help the
police fortify the testimo-
nies of the survivors and
enable the prosecution to
assemble a water-tight case

against the suspects.

He said finding well-vali-
dated evidence to streng-
then the credibility of the

survivor's story might be
the SIT's goal.

“TOLLYWOOD ISOLATED ME”
» PAGE S

hi were questioned by the
Dell Pollce, officials said

ay.

o ording to sources,
the two sub-inspectors
were staying at a five-star

they had come to Delhi on
x uty,” a senior Del-
hi polxe officer said_

BJP leader and Assam
Chief Minister Himanta
Bl wa Sarma, w is also

party’s m-charge for
llm Jharkhand elections,
Slieged that Mr. Champal

e —,

Serious allegations: Former Jharkhand Chiel Minister Champss
Soren arriving 3t the Ranchi airport on Wednesday. Am

had been under the “sur-
veillance of own
government”.

“FIR

However, the senior officer
told The Hindu that no case

been filed so far.
“Champal was put under
even before

Addressing a press confe-
Suw: Sar.

jharkhand police were
nabbed by the Delhi Police
ictale: i ST -t
been registered following a

mplaint by Atr. Champa.

was in talks with the
B]l" Mr. a said. He
said the nlfh:lals admitted
that the Special Branch
chief, Inspector-General
Prabhat Kumar, had put
them on duty to “track~
Mr. Champat.

Amid the allegations le-

velled against the Hemant
Soren government, Mr.
Champal returned to Ran-

New Delhi and re-

Morcha (JMM) in the even-
B the

: eved
JMM's present style of

party chief Shibu Soren.
JMM spokesperson Ma-
noj Pandey told The Hindu,

cause of some other rea-
son._..they may have been
deputed for Champal So-
renji’s security because he
Seal st w Caliciet Ml
until he resign

(With inputs /mm =

SC RELIEF FOR CM"S AIDE
»PAGE 4
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Centre holds meeting with States and Union
Territories over Workplace safety of doctors
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WEW DELHI

Emed at ensuring

and the Directors-General
af  Police (DGPE an
selay.

= msticat Pecple protest in
rthe RG. sar Haspitol o

“Officers of o

steps taken by respective
governments to enhance
the security and provide a
safer working environment
for heahthcare workers

Sata on Tuesday agamst the rape

across public and private
naospitals,

short-term measures taken

and musder of a resident dactor

by Starte gowernments in-
clude proper

(BNS) to protect healthcare
professionals in hospital
and dical college pre-
mises, and prowision of
chief security officers in

and  medical
colleges.

Police ve
The Union government has
advocated for police werif-
catlon of contractual and

district hospi-
increased patrolling
by police at night, and set-

es

He also emphasised that
security check of all hired
security and other service
staffers should be done on
a regular basis. The Direc-
rorate of General Resettle-
ment State Security
Corposation could provide
security  perscnnel.  he
suggested.

r_lc.e

tion of legislation already
in place In 26 States and
Undon  Territories, en-

Bhiratha ' Nyaya  Sanhita

ng up of corm-
mittees secoual
harassment.

mr. Chandra said Dis-
wrict Collectors, Deputy Su-
perintendents of Police,
and the management of

on

Ghosh, former principal of
Kar Medical Col-

Union Minister of Stare
for Home NITyan,
and Kurenkov Aleksandr

Consequences of Natural
Disasters (EMERCOM
Russia), signed the agree-
ment in b1

Both  the  countries
agreed o implement the
plan during 202526, and
decided ex-

President’s statement on crimes against women
reflects seriousness and depth ofissue,

WEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party

Murmu  on

= re-
flected the seriousness and
depth of the issue and that

a press conference,
B nmmml spﬁlﬁzpe[s
sudhanshu  Trivedi

Cused West Bengal Chier
Minister Mamata Banerjes
of intimidating the doctors
who are protesting agaimst

ing the accused, and com-

Sudhanshu Trived

promising evidence in the
rape and murder case of a
oman doctor,

The BIP leader said the
Chief Minister issued a

wveiled threat by saying that
she did not want any FIR to
be registered against the
doctors as it would jeopar-
dise their careers.

He also criticised Ms
Banerjee for her 5
thom £ hold elections in the

tress of the West Bengal
government

Trived thar
gaeklngjuguce Ploars e ek

ensuring that those found

were punished. “fus-
tice Is not determined by
the belief that

Justice will be swayed by
those In power is a very
dangerous comcept.” he
aid.
“Unlike previous
strikes, leaders. of the rul-
ing party are now TVing to
keep businesses open dur-
ing a bandh, after which
the Chief Minister address-

es the media_._ if the Con-

st
dectors would face severe
consequences.” Mr. Trivedi

"he situation is clearly

evident in WWest .
Congress  leader  Adhir
Hanjan ury, during
his tenure as the Leader of

the Opposition in mg Lok
Sabie had sabd 1

be coming true” the BIF
leader said.

“Eer government began
fs term with wiolence,
which led to reprimands

says BJP

Jjee's administration has a
‘certified certificate’ from

after elections,”
BIP leader.

He also questioned the
Stare governmenrs han-
dling of the case. He
st The Indian Mational
Developmental, Inclusive

desh on the Samajwadi
Paroes support and
former Con nister

— was the ls.wyer for the
“Trinamos] government

Bengal to pass Bill to
ensure death penalty
for rape, says Mamata

The comments by the
‘Trinamoocl Congress chair-
person came outrage
and proteses over the rape
and murder of a resident
doctor at the R.G. Kar Mead-
ical College and Hospical in
on

Ms. Banerjee ad the
il would be sentto Gover-
©V. Ananda Bose for

wan. This Bill must be
passed  and

evade accountability this
time,” Ms erjes sabd

day of the student wing of
the Trinamoal

“BIP conspiracy”
The Chief Minister praised

ood but
did not yield a dead body
1o the B conspiracy.” she
sald.

Amid demands by the
Opposition parties for her
resignation
and max
nister targeted the Prime
inister. and said those
seeking  her
b asht for The R
stead.
“They don'twant the re-
signation of Prime Minister
Narendsa Modi aver inci-
dents ttar Pradesh,
Sadbya Pradesn, and A

Ju 24

Mamata Barerjee

Slogan change
Facing relentless artack ov-
er her governments han-
dling of the crime, the Tri-

namood ch. L—person called
for a change of roys
slogan el
chad (\!'snt change mnot
reven,

anerjee said she

had carlier ghven fhe o

spieadlng camards g
said.

1o the remarks,

should ask fos Vog Adicya-
nath's resignatio
M. eljse said the
Congress would
e 10 the crede I the U
jon government did not
enact a new law 1o ensure
time-bound trial and sen-
tencing of thoss found guil-
v of rape.

field of disaster manage-
ment.
~This meeting is signifi-

the field of Emergency

Rl
wablish  the Jndul(usslan
Joinz  « Fo

Jail is exception, bail is
the norm even in money
laundering cases, says SC

WEW DELHI

The Supreme Court
held that bail is

Cooperation (013) in pre.
wention and elimination of

d.
The first meeting of the
commiss was held in
MNew Delhi in 2046
“Within the overall fra-
mework of cooperation,

for risks forecasting and
emergency response, ex-
change of experiences of
responding o ale
i

plan will give

the rule and jail an excep-
tion even in money laun-

Vlswa.namm abserved in

I he judemert, auehored
by Justice  Wiswa

Eranited teltef o harkhand
Chief Minkster Hemant So-
rens ade, Prem Prakach.
in an illegal —Iﬂs(ed
A remiared by the
forcement Directorate.

not re-write this principle
[that bail is_the rule]

mean that deprivation s
the norm and lberty is the
Justice Wiswa-

noted
The court said bail is

of Section 45 were satis-

ton and the right to si-
lence, while one investiga-
tion or trial is underway,

goes beyond that case and
procects the sccused in re-

arrested by the
rently in Hadbeial cus(ody

India signs repeat order for 73,000
SIG 716 rifles; deliveries by 2025-end

EW DELIL

The Ministry of Defence

ED to male a satement
containing self-accusatory
material in separare
PMLA case

Th

probed by the same inves-
thsative agency:
ban on self-accusa-

=
on the ED's power under
se 5010 per

the mod,
ton efort of the ndian Ar-

Procured under 2

my, and prouder still that
the SIG 716 rifle achieves
the Ain of Defence's

modernisation goals with
the second largest Army in
the workd,” Ron Cohen,

sig

president and CEO,
Sauer, said in a statement

Thie Aarrry has inGrucied 5,900 of the T340 SI T16 assault rifles
= i Ftn 2018, Fas RHOTG

T00-crore dest §

iss August
e the ekt ﬁe‘ld.l.ngof
the SIG 716, we

ceived pl\.enomaul end
user feedback on the per-
formance and relisbility of

The successful fislding

and overwhelming soldier

tem) rifles in use with a
modern rifle.

The Army has inducted
66,400 of the 72400 SIG
716 assault rifles procured
under the deal in
2019 and these have been
provided o frontine

The SIG 716,

S.82 kg, has an effective
Tange of $00 m and
more capable and reliable
than the INSAS in use

sons and demand them

I6.456 cT.

EW DELHI

Mo,
B three projects of
the Railway Ministry with a
teal esthmated codt af b
proximately $6,456 crore.
The three projects

vering seven districts in
four States — Odisha, Fhark-

approved for Railway projects

west Bengal,

and sbout 11 lakh popula-
tion.

Multi-tracking  project
will enhance conne
I

mew stations will be con-
structed, pi en-
hancing  connectivity to
v asgpi ricts —

Nunprata sl East Singh
bum. New line projects will
provide connectivity to ap-
proximarely 1,300 villages

1,300 vil
lages catering to a popula-
19 Lakh

seamless connectivity for
movement people,

ineegrated plan-
provide

and  will

itude 45 MTPA (Mil-
Thears Tomnis Ter A




India signs repeat order for 73,000
SIG 716 rifles; deliveries by 2025-end

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Defence
has signed a repeat order
for 73,000 SIG 716 rifles
from Sig Sauer of the U.S.
and deliveries are expect-
ed to completed by
end-2025.

“The contract was
signed in June 2024 and
delivery is within 18
months of contract,” a de-
fence official said. The Ar-
my has earlier procured
and inducted 72,400 SIG
716 rifles through fast-track
procurement under a
X700-crore contract signed
in February 2019.

“We are proud to be a
partner in the modernisa-
tion effort of the Indian Ar-

R A

IR
I’ ﬁ/' "3.

.}'\ L

m- A

The Army has inducted 66,400 of the 72,400 SIG 716 assault rifles
procured under a ¥700-crore deal in February 2019. FILE PHOTO

my, and prouder still that
the SIG 716 rifle achieves
the Ministry of Defence’s
modernisation goals with
the second largest Army in
the world,” Ron Cohen,
president and CEO, Sig
Sauer, said in a statement

issued on August 26.
“Since the initial fielding of
the SIG 716, we have re-
ceived phenomenal end-
user feedback on the per-
formance and reliability of
the platform.”

The successful fielding

and overwhelming soldier
acceptance led to this fol-
low-on award for an addi-
tional 73,000 rifles, the
company added.

The Army has for long
been looking to replace the
indigenous INSAS (Indian
National Small Arms Sys-
tem) rifles in use with a
modern rifle.

The Army has inducted
66,400 of the 72,400 SIG
716 assault rifles procured
under the deal in February
2019 and these have been
provided to frontline
troops involved in counter-
insurgency operations.

The SIG 716, weighing
3.82 kg, has an effective
range of 600 m and is
more capable and reliable
than the INSAS in use.



INDIA-US RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW

The confluence of common factors like democratic values, Shared areas of Interests,
Stand against terrorism makes India and US enjoy a comprehensive strategic partnership.

I

$ 128.55 billion Largest Export 3" largest defence $28 billion
Bilateral trade in destination i (~f;’g?lﬁel’ dia’ India maintains a
2022-23 (increase of US is the major ra s g trade surplus with
3" largest defence the US
7.65% over 2021-22) export hub supplier after
for Indian goods. Russia (~45%)
and France (~29%)

@ US recognized India as a “Major Defence Partner” in 2016.

@ US Defence agreements like
o Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Association (LEMOA), 2016

o Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA), 2018
o Industrial Security Agreement 2019
o Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) 2020 are signed with India

® Bilateral military exercises like Yudh Abhyaas, Vajra prahar, Malabar, RIMPAC etc. are
conducted between the two countries.

® Indian diaspora in US is around 4.9 Million and they form the second largest immigrant
group in US after the Mexicans

@ People to People ties




Logistics Exchange
Memorandum of Agreement

(LEMOA)

» Provide logistic support,
refuelling & berthing facilities
for each other's warships &
aircraft on barter/equal-value
exchange basis

» Will not involve stationing of
US troops on Indian soil. Nor will
India extend support if US goes
to war with “a friendly country”

» Good for US forces
to Asia Pacific. Indian forces rarely

operate far away from their shores

but access to Djibouti & Diego
Garcia could be useful

FOUNDATIONAL AGREEMENTS

Communication Interoperability & Security

Memorandum Agreement (CISMOA)

» Technology enabler » US says CISMOA will boost

to help transfer high- ‘interoperability’ as well as ensure
tech avionics, encrypted secrecy of its C4ISR (command,
communication & control, communications, computer,
electronic systems intelligence, surveillance and

to India reconnaissance) systems

» But fears that US will be able to track & snoop on Indian
warships/aircraft equipped with such systems

Basic Exchange | » US says BECA » But India, which
& Cooperation will help India with has its own satellite

Agreement for advanced satellite & imaging capabilities,
Geo-Spatial topographical data for | unwilling for American

Cooperation long-range navigation | digital sensors to be
(BECA) & missile-targeting positioned on its soil




* The article reports that the Ministry of Defence of India has signed a
repeat order for 73,000 SIG 716 rifles from the U.S.-based company
Sig Sauer.

* This new order follows the earlier procurement of 72,400 SIG 716
rifles under a X700-crore contract signed in February 2019. The
delivery of the new batch is expected to be completed by the end of
2025.



* Contract Details: The contract for the new batch of rifles was signed
in June 2024, with an 18-month delivery timeline.

* Previous Acquisition: The Indian Army has already inducted 66,400 of
the previously ordered 72,400 SIG 716 rifles, which have been
provided to frontline troops involved in counter-insurgency
operations.



Reason for Repeat Order: The decision for the repeat order
was driven by the successful fielding and positive soldier
feedback on the performance and reliability of the SIG 716
rifles.

Modernization Effort: This acquisition is part of the Indian
Army's ongoing efforts to modernize its arsenal, replacing the
older INSAS (Indian National Small Arms System) rifles with
more capable and reliable modern rifles like the SIG 716.



Technical Specifications: The SIG 716 rifle weighs 3.82 kg, has
an effective range of 600 meters, and is considered superior to
the INSAS rifles in terms of capability and reliability.

This acquisition reflects the Indian Army's commitment to

upgrading its small arms capabilities to meet the needs of
modern warfare.




* Apache AH-64E Attack Helicopters: India purchased these advanced

attack helicopters for the
Hellfire missiles, advancec

among the most lethal he
* C-17 Globemaster Ill: This

ndian Air Force, which are equipped with
targeting systems, and are considered
icopters in the world.

large military transport aircraft is used by

the Indian Air Force for strategic and tactical airlift missions, including
transporting troops, equipment, and humanitarian aid.



* P-81 Poseidon: A maritime patrol and reconnaissance aircraft, the P-8I
is used by the Indian Navy for anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface
warfare, and intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance missions.

* M777 Ultra-Light Howitzers: These lightweight artillery guns have
been inducted into the Indian Army, particularly useful in high-
altitude regions like the Himalayas due to their portability.



* CH-47F Chinook Helicopters: These heavy-lift helicopters are used by
the Indian Air Force for troop transport, artillery emplacement, and
battlefield resupply.

* MH-60R Seahawk Multi-Mission Helicopters: India has procured
these helicopters for the Indian Navy, which are equipped for anti-
submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare, and search and rescue
missions.

* Harpoon Block Il Missiles: These are anti-ship missiles that have been
integrated into some of India's naval platforms.



1.M4 Carbines and SIG Sauer Rifles: Indian Special Forces have
acquired these firearms from the USA for their advanced operational
needs.

2.NASAMS-II (National Advanced Surface to Air Missile System): India
has shown interest in acquiring this air defense system to enhance its
missile defense capabilities, though it is still in discussions.
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O’Brien seeks
formation

of standing
committees

NEW DELHI

The Trinamool Congress's
Rajya Sabha leader, Derel
O’Brien. in a letter to the

leader of the House, I.P.
Nadda, lodged a
about the delay in the con-

stiution of the depart-
mentrelated _Parliamen-
tary Committees.
His letter comes amid in-
tense negotiati

U.P. plan to reward digital
influencers draws flak

The mnian\e of encouraging pro-government
which i

sts faces s

says no i

LUCKNOW

he Uttar Pradesh
b,

can save a gover

criticism from the O
to face defeat in the coming election

ion: it

‘Paid content”

Uttar Pracesh government plans o reward Social medsa mfluencers
Who promote its iitiatives, schemes, and achievements

as
come up with a
to

nd instagram: ¥
h—

Tavh, £a lati 3. tob
Bazed on rumber
Cration of coment

it ot

....muu, Payment Gimits

the
of the

sons bet- | sives, and s —
ween the and The iniria- =vouTube videos., shorts. and
tion on control | tive of encouraging pro-go- e Te i ST Sk Yottt
s "oana -

The depar
Standing Committees are

such  committees
glosely monitor the work-
ing of various

Sixceen of these are head.
ed by

save

gowernm. E<on
Buthonsed 1o take kel action if pad

Content shows any sotirt
anti-socal, Gerogatos

iy’ reterances

ment. It will also help in

&S Dound o face defeat in
the coming elect]
“The has

to chisens ok tha Sue 8
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Principal Seae(ary. Tntor:

San-

to kst
firms to give advertise-

Joy Prasad, reads.

to chair four committees. making and displaying  Four categories
Mr. O'Brien sasdthat the | content through digial The policy also mentlons
like
1: about

has p
for the

and
ments of the U.P. govern-

based on subscribers and

followers on their plat-
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and Instagram, the maxi-
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With the latest elections,
NDA crosses the majority
mark in the Rajya Sabha

Upper House strength

With 12 new members slected unopposed, the BIP

NEW DELHI

wnh the latest round

The Congress,
crmclnug u.p.
nt's move, sah:ll Shows

mum
mits are set at €5 lakh, 24
lakh, 23 lakh and 2 lakh,

podcases are t8 lakh. 7
lakh, ¥4 lakh,. and 24 lakh,
uspecu\-eiy. the state-

“Under the policy, the go-

truth
coming out ¢ rough
ia platforms in the —

of digital literacy.
lnﬂu

Digital &
social media platforms ar-
gue that it signals the go-
vernment’s attempt to get
produced favourabl
tent and influen:
blic through the medium._

reached the majority mark
n the House. after adding

strengthened its position in Rajya Sabha
cation status

to tosing the Leader of the Opp

strangth in the Rajya

white Congress is <lose

2 futkstrongih House.
et to have at e
o et the Lesder of the

T mcwe
ranks.

The BJP. which has been
the single largest party in
the Upper House for some
time, increased
strength o 96 and
with allies, six nominated
members and two Inde-
pendents, the NDA now
has the support of 1S

The

i April 2026, when the
largesz lot of 31 seats from

= The Congress with 26
oz

to losing its L
of the Oppositon

muaa

23 membsers will vetire

The YSR Congress
and Biju Janata Dal, “which

It has 26 members at pre-
sent.

in a fullstrength House,
needs

Leader of the Opposition’s

For the rest of the vear,
change is expect-
the Rajya Sabha

c.
The next big round of
elections will happen in

not
ed n
a

when II mem-

.ontheother bers from Uttar Pradesh
and U retire.
Among them, 10 will be
from the

BIP and one from
Party.

EC notice to BJP for using
child in Haryana poll video

NEW DELHI

Taking a serious view of a

social media post by the
BIP using a child in a Ha-
ryana campaign video, the

ing with children in va-
rious soctal and be-

Id saying
aar sain! Sar*ar
ol

go\ermneno 3

lines prohbiting
el

Chief Electoral Officer, Ha-

the run up to the General
the

Congress will not

NEW DELHI

Congress MPs from Harya-
na will not be allowed to
contest the Assembly elec-
tion, the party’s in-charge
for the State, Deepak Baba-

had conveyed “zero tole-
ance™ of

and

v Chief
Nayab Singh Saini interact-

ng. A notice
has been issued by the

chil-

Gren tn the clectoral pro-

cess by parties and
didates.

The screening panel,
headed by Ajay Maken,
been meeting to finalise
the candidates for 90
seats_
“Nobod)' will be given
n to contest. To
Reht the election, they will

Mr. Babaria Is part of the

contest the election,” he
sk

“When the claim of a
Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha
member comes up, the

have
more than 2,500 appli-
Assembly

cants for the 90
seats.
“No desire shown”
~In my oakdge no Par-
liament has
shown any e A
test the Assembly election.

‘Without permission of!.he
party, how can anyone

s
would be that they should
focus on the campaign in-
stead of contesting ™
Taking a dig st the Con-

for Haryana polls

_ There is also specula-

may seek o return to State

Asked if Mr. Surjewala’s
son may contest the elec-
tion, Mr. Babaria said he

could if he wants to.
gress’s intes The W
tussle. the Bhar.-n)ajzmm will place in a single
Party (BIP), lnasocn me- phase on October 1, and
ton X, its riv- the vor will counted
21 th declare Ms. Sella as  on ober 4 along with
the chief minist, candi- those of Jammu and h-

date.

Jan Dhan Yojana
personifies dignity,
empowerment: PM

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi hailed

dignity, empowerment,
and the opportunity to
participate in the econom-
ic life of the country. espe-
clally for women and for
those in rural and semi-ur-
ban parts of the country.

he said_
He added that for him,
initi; was

the
more than just a policy:
rn:.her. i

Narendra Modi

The first is in the num-
bers, with over 53 crore pe-
ople who never
they would enter a bank

o

India where
Sach and every citizen, ir-
respective one’s
nomic

the
inclusion ocutsid e me-
tros, the Prime Minister

said. adding thatr direct
worth

cess to the formal banking

ni was a
dream for almost half of
our ~  the

almost $39
lakh crore have taken
place. ~In the second. jan

brought into the banking
system,” he said.

Likewise, the benefits of
the scheme and the other
ben

Strong support: 8P workers biock Mata Vaishno Devi Road at Katra in Reas: district of Jamemu and Kashmir on Viednesday as they protest

2gainst the denial of ticket to party leader Rohit Dubey for Assembly election. FT)

‘Effective policing
needed to promote
economic growth’

NEW DELHI

Vsl Elieric SEeraimy Co

2 cing,
law and order, and effec-
v against crimes
and criminals™ are
neces:

M.

unishme iz
llghxed tha kzy arures of
the law: y those
Teated fo chtsend fnendly
such as

measures
and e-FIR, |nnod.uc1:on of
community se: as

new form of punishment,
and more lenient treac
ment of firsttime offen-

ders.
Mr. Mohan sald that the
role of the Bureau in police
Tmbdornisarion and upgra-
dation &s amount
importance.
He noted the great ef-
forts and

porary and relevant juris-
Prudence for Law enforce-
ment agencies to break the

made by the Bu-
remu for the implementa
tion of the new criminal
taws. "

Court refuses nod to reopen Rau’s IAS Study Circle

NEW DELHI
A Delhi court on Wednes-
Circle to resume classes at
the Old

Falinder Nagar
re three Civil

crores

of families from
Cameg and Tribes, and oth-
classes, he ad-

Prime Minister sald.
Success of scheme
The

success of the Jan Dhan
Yojana has two parts to &,
sakd Mr. Modi.

The Prime Minister as-

drowned after rainwater
flooded its basement on Ju-
z7.

was subse-
eral

(CBD. which is probing the
The coaching centre's

a

CEO, Abhishek pea,
sought relief, contending
need-

who had already enrolled
with the institute.
He told the court that
the

mode.
have

submitte
which, it s.-ld. had

&
ng access 1o
of

“It & Interesting to note

what so many
students to make

that the content of most of

other suitable premises.”
the court sasd.
During the arguments,
ecc

n. appe:
stitute, submitted that the

the emails was
“In these circumstanc-
of

occurred
due to poor maintenance
of the

mese emails &s highly sus-
pect. To protect lhe inter-
ESTof tHe snudents who
opted for offine and

1.08.2024
2l08.2054. it is not clear

hybrid
and who admittedly have

significantly more
ks e anty st
dents, the insttute can
mx)duct the da:u’ at any

system by

building

per floors of the building is
Causing grave hardship to
the students who are not

able o atudy for thalr up-
Mains Exam-

counsel

no
“Non-access to the up-




With the latest elections,
NDA crosses the majority
mark in the Rajya Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

With the latest round of
elections to the Rajya Sab-
ha, the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance has
reached the majority mark
in the House, after adding
12 more members to its
ranks.

The BJP, which has been
the single largest party in
the Upper House for some
time, has increased its
strength to 96 and along
with allies, six nominated
members and two Inde-
pendents, the NDA now
has the support of 119
members.

The strength of the Ra-
jya Sabha is 237 now. The
majority mark is thus 119.
These numbers will hold
till April 2026, when the
largest lot of 31 seats from
10 States are up for grabs.

In the past 10 years of
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment, no Bill had been
stalled for want of a clear
majority in the Upper
House.

Upper House strength

With 12 new members elected unopposed, the BJP
strengthened its position in Rajya Sabha while Congress is close
to losing the Leader of the Opposition status

B BJP’s strength in the Rajya
Sabha is 96 and with the
support of allies, NDA’s tally
in the House is 119

status. In a full-strength House,
a party needs to have at least
25 MPs to get the Leader of the
Opposition’s position

B The Congress with 26
membersis close
to losing its Leader
of the Opposition

I B The next round of Rajya Sabha

mmnssE=~ ¢lections is scheduled

%?ﬁ@ for November when
— =" 11 members will retire
=

The YSR Congress Party
and Biju Janata Dal, which
have always stood apart
from the ruling and Oppo-
sition blocs, had more of-
ten than not come out in
support of the government
Bills.

The two parties, since
the 2024 general election,
though have been inching
closer to the Opposition.

Congress’s strength

The Congress, on the other
hand, had been perilously
close to losing the Leader
of the Opposition status
with its depleted strength.

It has 26 members at pre-
sent.

In a full-strength House,
a party needs to have at
least 25 MPs to get the
Leader of the Opposition’s
position.

For the rest of the year,
not much change is expect-
ed in the Rajya Sabha
arithmetic.

The next big round of
elections will happen in
November when 11 mem-
bers from Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand retire.
Among them, 10 will be
from the BJP and one from
Samajwadi Party.



A JOURNEY SINCE 1952

Total members : Longest-serving members:
sofar 2,282 : Mahendra Prasad, serving the
(including 208 : Tth term, followed by Manmohan
womenand  : Singh serving 6th term

137 nominated

members)

: Representation of women in Rajya Sabha
: increased from 15 (6.94%) in 1952 to 31
| (12.76%) in 2014. It is currently 26, or

: 10.83%, of the strength of the House

120
Bills passed by
Lok Sabha and

amended by
Rajya Sabha

Total sittings | Total number | Number | Numberof | Total number | Number of bills
of the House ; of bills L ofbills ! bills pending | of bills passed | passed by RS that
till 249th ! introduced in | withdrawn | in Rajya | by Rajya : lapsed due to
session ; Rajya Sabha 5 : Sabha ; Sabha ¢ dissolution of LS
’ ! ! ] 1 i

RAJYA SABHA FIRSTS LANDMARK EVENTS
First bill passed: The Indian Tariff (2nd Casting vote by the ajudge in respect of
Amendment) Bill, 1952 chair: The only time Justice Soumitra Sen of
First constitution amendment bill: The a prcsidir]g officer of Ca!cutta HCin 2011. He
Constitution (Second Amendment) Bill, RS cast his vote wason  quit before the motion
1953 for readjustment of representation | AugustS. 1991 when was taken up in LS
in Lok Sabha by increasing the size of voting was tied 39-39 on Expulsion of
pepulation per constituency ;z:j‘e‘(‘”?x;%‘;';:i‘;%" members: RS
First bill on law and order: The Preventive | secking disapproval of oo gg;z?g;g;‘:g;;:;}?m
Detention (Second Amendment) Bill, the CrPC (amendment) g, qamy after his
1952 ordinance, resulting in activities were found
First security bill: The Armed Forces opposition victory to be derogatory to the
(Assam & Manipur) Spl Powers Bill, 1958 Prez rule nod justby  dignity of the House.

RS: President Rule Chatrapal Singh was

First bill on pollution: The Prevention of
Water Pollution Bill, 1969

First money bill deemed to have
been passed by Rajya Sabha: The
Appropriation (Railways) No.4 Bill, 1978

First bill referring to terrorism: The
Terrorist Affected Areas
(Special Courts) Bill, 1984

extended in Tamil Nadu
and Nagaland in 1977,
and for Haryana in 1991,
only by RS when LS was
dissolved

Removal of a judge:
RS adopted a
motion for removal of

expelled in 2005 after
the ethics panel found
him guilty of accepting
money for raising
questions. Sakshi
Maharaj was expelled in
2006 for irregularities in
MPLAD projects
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WHY ARE

T RAJYA SABHA
~ ELECTIONS IMPORTANT?

-

B JUDICIAL
POWERS

Removal of

SC or HC judge

LEGISLATIVE
POWERS

- No Bill, except

for Money Bills,

can become a law
without being passed

Attorney General
by both Houses o

i Comptroller and
: Auditor General
~ Rajya Sabha maintains

federal equilibrium, by =~ Chief Election
protecting interests of Commissioner

the states vs Centre

SN R SN N

: Charges against the

i Vice-President can be
leveled only in the
Rajya Sabha

_________ EXCLUSIVE
POWERS

Rajya Sabha can declare
a State List subject as

a subject of national
importance (Article 249).*

Rajya Sabha can create
new All-India Services
common to both Centre
and states (Article 312).*
* supported by not less than

two-third members present
and voting.

In case of Lok Sabha
dissolution amid National
Emergency, the Rajya
Sabha takes over the
functions of the
Parliament



The Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha

Chairman

Deputy Chairman

He is not a member of the House.

He serves as a member of the
House.

He presides over the House.

He can preside over the house only
when the Chairman’s seat is vacant
or when the vice president has to
act as a president of the nation or
when the chairman is not present
for the sitting.

He can be removed from the
position of Chairman only on being
removed from the office of the vice
president.

A resolution passed by the majority
of all Rajya Sabha members can
have him dismissed.

He can cast a vote only upon
equality of votes. He cannot cast a
vote in the first instance.

He can take part in voting only in
the presence of the chairman of the
House.




DIFFERENCE

LOK SABHA

RAJYA SABHA

WHAT IT IS CALLED?

House of People

Council of States

T

AN

in legislation.

WHAT IS THE House of People, where Council of States, where the
MEANING OF people who are qualified to representatives are indirectly
THE NAME? vote can elect their represen- elected by the elected
tative by way of direct representative of the Assem-
elections blies of States and Union
% Territories i
- WHAT IS THE It continues for 5 years It is a permanent body. )
TENURE OF THE
HOUSE? Note: It can be dissolved
earlier by passing no-confi-
" dence motion )
( WHO HEADS THE Speaker Vice President of India as the i
HOUSE? Chairman of the house
N J
([ WHAT IS THE 25 years 30 years B
MINIMUM AGE TO
BECOME A MEMBER?
. =7
([ WHAT IS THE 552 members 250 members )
STRENGTH OF
. THE HOUSE? )
4 WHAT ARE THE All bills originate in Lok Sabha Rajya Sabha has special )
FUNCTIONS OF mostly and after passing powers to protect the states’
THE HOUSE? through Rajya Sabha, they are rights against the Union.
returned for Lok Sabha
approval. It plays a major role




The article reports that the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) has crossed the majority
mark in the Rajya Sabha, India's Upper House of
Parliament, following the latest round of elections.

The NDA has now secured a total of 119
seats in the 237-member Rajya Sabha,
ensuring a majority.




BJP's Strength: The BJP has increased its strength to 96 members in
the Rajya Sabha. With the support of allies, six nominated
members, and two Independents, the NDA has reached a total of
119 members.

Rajya Sabha Majority: The current strength of the Rajya Sabha is
237 members, and the majority mark is 119.




Congress' Position: The
Congress party, with only 26

members, is close to losing its

position as the Leader of the
Opposition, which requires a
minimum of 25 members.

vy

Other Parties: The YSR

Congress Party and Biju Janata

Dal, which often support the
government bills, continue to
stand apart from both the
ruling and opposition blocs.

J




Future Elections: The next significant round of Rajya Sabha
elections is scheduled for November, when 11 members will retire,
10 of whom are from the BJP and one from the Samajwadi Party.

This development strengthens the NDA's position in passing
legislation in the Upper House, as the alliance now holds a clear
majority.
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Chinese steel
still dominates
Indian market

Dragon dominate
widened to

NEW DELHI

by
592 croce, or 30% hlsher for FY24. ReuTEss

One out of every three steel products imported

into India is from

China, indicatin,

& continued

sure on the domestic market and exports.

es:
The steel trade deficit for the Apriluly
widened to £11,592 crore, 30% highe:

6 crore reported for FY24, a Steel Min

riod
T than the
gsery

report accessed by businessline showed. India

was a met Emporter of steel.
Finis]

hed steel imports stood at €24.941 crore

for the first four mon

¢mD in volume terms - up 32% y-o-y. On the

months, and 2.7 million tonne

other

o
hand, export of the mml stood at 213,349 crore,

awin ml dovwn 4% y-o-

‘Eiobal steel prices continued

repor,
o ting 10 Jalyy mm “prices coming dow

n in

major steel marl ~ due to local ai
Esmtres. ~Barring few aberrations, prices of most of

the finished stesl products saw thon

and year-on-year decline in

month-on-month
ndia, China, the U.S.

and the European Union,” e Ministry said.

Chinese shipme:

Shipments of the metal coming in from China
o

crore (0.5 me) was from non-alloyed imports.
(The writer is with The Hindu businessiine)

Unemployment rate is now the
U.S. Fed’s undisputed lodestar

determinant of his upcoming policy decisions.: some even believe the unemployment rate is now around 90% of the Federal Reserve's dual mandate

COMMENT

ORLANDO
erome Powell's Jack-
and September 18 into the

two most important dates
for monetary policy in the

updar
€4 Summary of Economic
Projections {(SEP).

The Federal Reserve will
almost certainly cut rates

since October 2021. It trig-
gered the so-called Sahm
rule, which states that a
O& percancage polat visa

On the cards: A rise in unemployment could lead to more sgEressive rate cuts by the Fed. REUTERS

that a rate cut is forthcom-
Ing. The second. perhaps

ee

less antici|
equally :Ie.\r empms.s The current
that not

rate of

is now the num-

on 18, as Mr.
Powell signaled at Jackson
Hole and as other officials

ber one determinant of his
upcoming polic:

e
since. The only questions
now are whether the eas-
Ing cycle starts with a 25

r SO-basis-point cut, and

Mr. Powell's warning
that the Federal Reserve

43'\. which is still fairly
w by historical
s(and.anl» is now a ‘line
in the sand’ thar, if
crossed, will likely
trigger a policy response

how much policy is loo.  market conditions- bast.  10%- said John Silvia

sened in coming  cally means the current founder of Dynamic Eco-

months. unempi t rate of nomic Strategy. adding
After these two pivotal  4.3%—which is sull fairly that Mr. Powells

days in September, inves-  low by historical scan- ployment from infla-

tors should their  dards—isnowa “lineinthe tion is remarkabl

answers. sand” that, if crossed, will  dering the economy isnt

likely trigger a policy in recession.
Dual pivots response.
Mr. Powell “The Eyes on

made two pfvots In Jackson
Hole. The first, as expect-
ed. is his clear signaling

rate is now around 90% of
the Federal Reserve’s dual
mandate, inflation Is about

there’s more
than one way of measuring
the strength or otherwise

of the Labor market and, by
extension. the economy.
They inck ob

5
growth, the ebb and flow
of the Labor force, and one
of the Fed-era] Reserve’s fa-
wvorites since e COVID-19
pandemic: The JOLTS (ot

ings Labor Tur-
nmer Survey) estimates of
outsized quits and job

nings.
But for the public, mar-

tal elecﬂon race is in full
swin,

The unemployment rate
rose two-tenths of a per-
centage point in July
4.3%, the highest level

- o
4.2%, published in the June
. i

gmployment rate and the
Federal Reserves
term outlook
ed within days of each
other.

Changes in either will go
a long way In determining
the Federal Reserve’s path
for the rest of this year and
early 202s.

rocky?

Traders expect 100 basis
points of easing by vear
end, and art least another
100 basis points next year.

bly delivering a quarter-
point cut in Septe: r, the
probability of a half-point
move one-in-three
chance.

So what happens if we
see another solid rise in the
unemployment rate  on

Projections.
And since the Federal

cy shifts have al-
ded

This happened in late
2016 when the Federal Re-

serve began its last hiling
cycle.

So that's why it's 50 sig-
nificant that both the un-

Snis could seal the deal
for a 50-basis-peint cut on
September 18 and boost
the case for similarly bold
moves in e coming
months.

A cutting cycle of that
size and speed wouldn’
easy for the Federal Re-

as impor-
tandy, it will lkely only
occur If the United States
truly is in the ear
of a recession,
apart the markecs “soft
ding~ narrative once
and for all.
(The opinions expressed
here are those of the author,
a columnist for Reuters.)
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Green vehicie: A
Indenes International Auto

= next to Germany sutomebie marwuf,
Show 2024 t the Grand City Corvex in Sursbays. AFP

urer Volkaagen's 1D, Buzz stectric vehicle during the Gakinds

‘U.S. clean energy jobs growth rate
double that of overall jobs’

W

NGTON

Jobs in the U.S. clean ener-
EY industry in 2023 grew at
more than double the rate
of the country’s overall
Jobs, and uniontzation in
clean energy surpassed for
the first thma the rate in the
wider enel Ty. the
Energy Dep.uunenl said
on Wednesday.

Io)nm clean
energ_v bustnesses—tncud-
ing wind. solar, nuclear

nd batery storage-rose
by 142,000 jobs, or 4.2%
last year, up from a rise of
3.9% in 2022, the U.S.
Energy and Employment
Report said. The rate was
above the overall US. job
wih rate of 2% in 2
Unionization rates in

12.4%,

clean energy hit
more than the 1% in the
overall energy business, it
sai

Construction  jobs _in
<clean energy. driven by the
legislation and private-sec-
tor investments, “is ex-
pected to continue for de-
cades to build out the clean
energy infrastructure that
we need.” Betony Jomes,
the Energy Department's
head of energy jobs, told
Wh

reporters in a call. ile
unionized embers
Cmight move from profect

to project. there is conti-
ity

s of that work in order

n the urili-

2022 in =
San CHIPS Act and Presi-
dent joe Biden's Inflation
Reduction Act, the depart-
ment said.

& scale and rool'(np solar

jo! o
Stallation industry in Cali-
fornia, the country’s most

populous state. says & has
e than 17,000 jobs
aue to mgn interest rates
and the state's jowering of
net meter rates that allow
customers to be credited
for excess power their roof-
top panels generate_
New jobs in fossil fuels

o1l almmost 5,500 or 5.9% as
power generation conti-
nued to switch from coal to

the report showed the ad-
ministration’s _ commit-
ment to pursue both ener-
£v and climate security.

Judicial reforms strain Mexican-U.S. ties, spook investors

MEXICO CITY

Controversial judicial re-
forms promoted by M

States, its neighbor and
key trading partner, while
rauling  financial
1s.

Mexico's legal framework ™
The reforms. under
which judges would
elected by popular vote,
pose “a major risk to
the functioning of Mexico's
democracy.” he told jour-
nalists last week.
In particular, they could
cae

~make it easier for cartels
and other bad actors to
take advantage of political-
Iy motivated and inexpe-
rienced judges.” Mr. Sala-
zar said.

Canada, a member
of the major free trade

for its part said nvestors
are worrsed.
“My investors are con-

Mr. Salazar's remarks in
particular irked Mexican

esident Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador, who an-
nounced
~pause™
lhe us 4

esday
dmlogue with

same time, the
tefiise Teader clarified that

Vox populi

he not mean there
wnu.ld be a break in rela-

yernment had sent a diplo-
matic

udges would be siected by popular vote under the new jud

have the support of Mexi-

Thons with (LS. President &0 protest its Snterventon:
Biden's = on the
It came matter.

days
Bbraday zaid his g o

The proposed reforms

Claudia Sheinbaum, who
wm (.lke omce in October.

nbaum. who
will e the country’s Brst

woman president, won a
landslide victory in June 2

sharp dedline over inves:
worties about the reform

In her first press confe-

would include bar a: -
tions, law schools and
¥

Limited time

dow to try e
through the refor:

more than the two-thirds
of votes needed in the low-
er chamber to amend the
constitution.

In the upper house, the
it will be a few

think it can probably ob-
tain the votes required to

added.
The disagreements
could complicate a review
of the continent’s free
trade pact, scheduled for
2026, according to experts.
other proposed re-
form, seeking the dissolu-

The change would
breach provisions in the
wade deal aimed at safe.

of

“The politicization of
the justice system could
raise  concern: it

before Ms.
places him.

The bloc led by his rul-
ing Morena party will have

businesses and the -
ment would be resolved in
an impartial manner,” it

o pre-
vent >late lnter{erence it

said.
The tensions come at a
me when Mexico hoj

1o benefit from the “near-

nd of compa-

nies mu manufactur-

ing operations from Asia
closer markets.




Judicial reforms strain Mexican-U.S. ties, spook investors

Agence France-Presse
MEXICO CITY

Controversial judicial re-
forms promoted by Mexi-
co’s outgoing president are
straining diplomatic rela-
tions with the United
States, its neighbor and
key trading partner, while

also rattling financial
markets.
U.S. Ambassador to

Mexico Ken Salazar has
warned that the changes
would “threaten” a trade
relationship that “relies on
investors’ confidence in
Mexico’s legal framework.”

The reforms, under
which judges would be
elected by popular vote,
could pose “a major risk to
the functioning of Mexico’s
democracy,” he told jour-
nalists last week.

In particular, they could
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“make it easier for cartels
and other bad actors to
take advantage of political-
ly motivated and inexpe-
rienced judges,” Mr. Sala-
zar said.

Canada, also a member
of the major free trade
partnership with the Unit-
ed States and Mexico, has
for its part said investors
are worried.

“My investors are con-
cerned, they want stability,
they want a judicial system
that works if there are pro-
blems,” Canadian Ambas-
sador Graeme Clark said.

Mr. Salazar’s remarks in
particular irked Mexican
President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador, who an-
nounced Tuesday a
“pause” in dialogue with
the U.S. diplomat.

At the same time, the
leftist leader clarified that

Vox populi: Judges would be elected by popular vote under the new judicial reforms. Arp

he did not mean there
would be a break in rela-
tions with U.S. President
Joe Biden’s government.

It came days after Mr.
Lopez Obrador said his go-

vernment had sent a diplo-
matic note to Washington
to protest its “intervention-
ist” statements on the
matter.

The proposed reforms

have the support of Mexi-
co’s incoming president,
Claudia Sheinbaum, who
will take office in October.

Ms. Sheinbaum, who
will be the country’s first

woman president, won a
landslide victory in June 2
elections, but shortly after-
ward the Mexican stock
market and currency saw a
sharp decline over investor
worries about the reform
plans.

In her first press confe-
rence after the election,
Sheinbaum pledged a
“broad consultation” on
the proposals, saying it
would include bar associa-
tions, law schools and
judges.

Limited time
But with Congress due to
convene on Sunday, Mr.
Lopez Obrador has a one-
month window to try to
push through the reforms
before Ms. Sheinbaum re-
places him.

The bloc led by his rul-
ing Morena party will have

°
oo e

more than the two-thirds
of votes needed in the low-
er chamber to amend the
constitution.

In the upper house, the
Senate, it will be a few
seats short of that super-
majority, but analysts
think it can probably ob-
tain the votes required to
make up the difference.

The proposed changes
“could result in a politiciza-
tion of the judiciary” and
“have a potentially big ne-
gative impact on Mexico’s
business environment,”
British consultancy firm
Capital Economics wrote
in a note to clients.

“The politicization of
the justice system could
raise concerns about
whether disputes between
businesses and the govern-
ment would be resolved in
an impartial manner,” it

added.

The disagreements
could complicate a review
of the continent’s free
trade pact, scheduled for
2026, according to experts.

Another proposed re-
form, seeking the dissolu-
tion of autonomous regula-
tory agencies, “poses a
significant risk” to the
agreement, political risk
analysis firm EMPRA said.

The change would
breach provisions in the
trade deal aimed at safe-
guarding the autonomy of
regulatory agencies to pre-
vent state interference, it
said.

The tensions come at a
time when Mexico hopes
to benefit from the “near-
shoring” trend of compa-
nies moving manufactur-
ing operations from Asia
closer to U.S. markets.

A INX



@ Mexico in the Western Hemisphere
O Mexico and its neighbors
O Show all

Capital
and largest city

Official languages

Co-official
languages

Ethnic groups
Religion (2023)!"]

Demonym(s)

Government

* President

« President of the
Senate

* President of the
Chamber of
Deputies

» Chief Justice

Mexico City
s 19°26'N 99°8'W

Spanish (de facto)

68 Indigenous
languages

See below

71% Christianity
E 56% Catholicism
10% Protestantism
5% other Christian
17% no religion
8% other religion
5% prefer not to say

Mexican

Federal presidential
republicl?]

Andrés Manuel Lépez
Obrador

Ana Lilia Rivera

Marcela Guerra Castillo

Norma Lucia Pifia
Hernandez

Independence from Spain

« Start of War of
Independence

* Declared
* Recognized

* First constitution

» Second
constitution

» Current
constitution

Area
* Total

+ Water (%)

Population
* 2023 estimate
* Density

GDP (PPP)
- Total

* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
» Total

* Per capita

Gini (2018)

HDI (2022)

Currency

16 September 1810

27 September 1821
28 December 1836
4 Qctober 1824

5 February 1857

5 February 1917

1,972,550 km?
(761,610 sq mi) (13th)

1.58 (as of 2015)/°

A 129,875,529(%] (10th)
61/km?2 (158.0/sq mi)
(142nd)

2024 estimate

A $3.434 trillion[®!
(12th)

A $25,963°] (70th)

2024 estimate

A $2.017 trillion[®!
(12th)

A $15,2495] (63rd)

v 41.8/6]
medium inequality

A 0.78117]
high (77th)

Mexican peso (MXN)



* Key points from the article include:

1.Impact on U.S.-Mexico Relations: The proposed reforms have led to
a pause in dialogue between Mexico and the United States, with the
Mexican government protesting what it views as "interventionist”
statements from the U.S.

2.Investor Concerns: Investors and international observers are worried
that the reforms could destabilize Mexico's judicial system, making it
harder to resolve disputes impartially and affecting the business
environment. This concern has already caused a drop in Mexico's
stock market and currency.



Reactions from Other Countries:
Canada, a member of the major free
trade partnership with the U.S. and
Mexico, has also expressed
concerns. Investors are worried
about the stability of the judicial
system in Mexico.

/

Proposed Changes and Timeline:
Lopez Obrador's ruling Morena

party may push through the reforms

before he leaves office, but the
reforms would need more than a
two-thirds majority in the lower
chamber and the Senate to amend
the constitution.

J




* Potential Risks: The article also mentions that another proposed
reform could dissolve autonomous regulatory agencies, posing risks
to the continent's free trade agreement, especially with a review
scheduled for 2026.



In 2021, exports to Mexico from India reached USD 5.931 billion and imports
from Mexico were at USD 4.17 billion, taking the total trade to USD 10.11

billion.

e India’s Exports: Vehicles and auto parts, organic chemicals, electrical machinery and electronic
equipment, aluminium products, readymade garments, iron and steel products and gems and
jewellery.

e India’s Imports: Crude oil, mineral fuel, fertilizers, etc. Crude oil occupies 75% of the export
basket from Mexico.

India’s exports of pharmaceutical products remained steady in 2020 and

increased by more than 80%.
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Nod to 12 industrial smart cities with I28K-cr outlay

O‘NSIQE

MUKESH JAGOTA

New Delhi, August 28 UNLOCKING
POTENTIAL
THE CABINET COMMITTEE on  mThesecities

Economic Affairs (CCEA) on

will have an

industrial smart citses in 10 states  Loco U0
to boost demestic manufacturing
with an estimated outlay of g :l 5
28,602 crore. -

se cities, to be built under | o e o o

the National Tndusersal Corridor
Development Programme, will
have an investment potential of
T1.5 lakh crore, will create 1 mil-
lion direct jobs, and hold the

merce and
Piyush Goyal said.
The new smast cities arelargely

said over 530 milion poor people
have open. sccounts with
Seposit balances of over 22 3 lakh
crore. meacez
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Indus‘-vles chairrma:
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uch- ed once-a-year
sciay,

IMPORT DUTIES ON
EDIBLE OILS MAY
BE RAISED SOON
THE GOVERNMENT IS
considering a proposal
port duties
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ROAD CLEAR FOR $8.5-BN ENTITY

Reliance-Disney
merger gets
CCIl greenlight

Clearance subject to
‘“voluntary modifications’

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi Avgust 28

THi COMPETITION CONMBTION of fuutia
(€C1) has approved the merger of Reliance
Lndustrics (RIE) and the Tndian mexdia of

tioms of Walt Disncy Comy the way
fox the creation of an $8.5-billion giant The

holders at itz an seneral
The deal to menge the media assets of
Rel 18 Mextia, Digital 18

other Duney Bilsd firreis are-mubject to the
1

saidt on Wednesday, without dabor:ungvlhx
et

ordder iz expected

Reliance had sign ment
with Disney in x»ebmry this yeas to merge
th soms i i

tobe ismuedabortly.
2 banding

BHARTI AIRTEL IS sex
) the single
Yol (oo sharehoies
Indus Towers after the
compiletion of the buyback
initiated by the tower comgany

st 14, MPAGE S
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FOOD EXPENSE
MANAGEMENT

ZOMATO Ha:

strategy. MAacES
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the cricket by igh

Viscom18 Media business it L.rgay owns —
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FUNCTIONAL IN
THE NEXT THREE

Move to spur growth. Realtors

havea
estate and allied

BEEN ACQUIRED
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1
sffect” =id Niranjan Hiranandani,
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higher real estate development in
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Continved on Page 7
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RBI governor for innovation
with prudence in fintech

$6-bn investment in
last two years reflects
growing confidence
in the sector, says Das

Do EA = FEBUREAU
NE DEAL  =he e ot Mumbai, August 28
members, with RIL B
Disney three, and sl
Swe dependent ance between innovation and prudent
Refiance is eiiectors ion involves i
setto control over within the fintech sectos.
O, Speaking at the Glclial Fintech Fest, he
o highiighted that the mumber of fintechs
of founded in India stood at 11,000 and the
combined sector has received investments of $6 bl

unit—
16% directly & 47%

viathe
Media business

the role of chairper
© 7 themerged entity, with
Y formerWah Disney
executive
L joining as.
vice chairperson

mRIL has agreed to invest at

¥11,500 crore

into the Jv for its growth strategy

Ison in the last two

— Tt e e
= St st gt

.
GLOBAL  sateticatn

EINTEGH  mants i areas sach

fintech sector. Self-Regulatory Organis
tions (SROs) would be the route to take

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
& FINTECH STARTUPS

ALIKE MUST, THEREFORE,
ADAPT SWIFTLY, TO
CAPITALISE ON THE NEW
OPPORTUNITIES WHILE
MITIGATING THE RISKS

Nilekani pitches Finternet
as the future of finance

SACHIN KUMAR
Mumbai, August 28

INFOSYS CO-FOUNDER AND chair
0 Nandan Nilekani gave a glimpse
into the future of finance with his
address on Finternet at the Global
Fintech Fest on We

In his keynote .\ddxtss on

Digital Innovation: he per ]
that the Finternet is 2 net-

work of

b 4 :
torsunique challenges and opportunities.
He also said that out of three industry
> . - =4

nected  with cach
other, much like

Digitall
StarTelevision are controlled by Disney.

lm'l’\'anﬂnream It ot e Sy
e The companies have report-

ith 120 TV channels and two

and Amazon,
P

g serviees.
The CCI secently raised several querics on
the merger, with the being the 8

ulatory limts, the source added.
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Reddit registers
two India entities

SOCIAL MEDIAGIANT Reddit has

offscially entered the Indian mar.
by registering two newentities

in country, reports

Sebi cautions
SME investors

SEBI ON WEDNESDAY cautioned

s

where promoters paint unsealistic

Page7

bring different assets and documents
h ” finan-

3 bond:
them. Once tokenised, these assets can

gt loans from financial institutions.
The Finternct is a new approach

to global finance which is defined by

the three 'U's’ — it is user centri

universal — that iz

interiats  Tekasfocaiing { unxllcd and unive: 5
Financial Services the the user at the centre and

bt oo be unversal, that is it has
| to cut through assct classes of all

Continued on Page 7

GIFT City halts local family office approvals

stopped allowing
domestic family offices to set up invest

ment funds in its finance hub due to
rve Bank of

for such instruments could result in

iclie’s

pictuze of
and officad their stake, reports Vivek Kumar
s 5

move into lndia is dli\‘en by it fast growing
e base & ¥

may be used to evade
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to recent media reports. The central
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ment 2t Gujarat Internaticnal Finance Tec-
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are unable.
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social media with former Infosys CFO
Mobandas Pai sounding an alarm oves
the issuc. Pai stammed the regulators
& " L

it would hamper global investments.
Requesting Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to intervene, Pai sasd that the deci-

son goes against what the Centre has

Records
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o
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SME market and unrelenting interest from
ndividual investors in these issuc 8 Page &

Sandip Shah, head of the IFSC Depart-

GOVT STILL PLAYS A PRETTY INTERVENTIONIST ROLE: RUCHIR SHARMA
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d founder and
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1995, and China in 2000.
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He E)(phlned that China, which

o y and build a Indiar

Continued on Page 7

‘Our polity lacks capablhty for reforms to spur o- 110/0 growth’

100 million people from its public
d there was no
eifae seatn,

“the kind of reforms that
China and other Eastern Euro-
pean, East Asian countries carried
Sut by really downsizing
lic sector, 1 don't think we (India)
have the capacity or consensa
do that Privatisation in this
(India) country is dead on arzival
for most things as we know. it only
happens by malign neglect, which
i i allowed to pri

st state in the 19705, gave ft5 e,
ple a ot of economic freadarm over
tisme. Untsl the 1980s, Chinese peo-

vatise on its own because the pri
vate sectos takes on greater share.
that's what happened with the

¥

freedom.  plays a pretty interventionist role in

financialexp.epantiiin. 9@ @

when can India witness a situation

propes
Emst then all the reforms began one by
cme. In the 1990s,China fired neasly

banking sector.” Sharma said.

Continued on Page 7




al

w

ROAD CLEAR FOR $8.5-BN ENTITY

Reliance-Disney
merger gets
CCI greenlight

Clearance subject to
‘voluntary modifications'

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, August 28

THE COMPETITION COMMISSION of India
(CC1) has approved the merger of Reliance
Industries (RIL) and the Indian media opera-
tions of Walt Disney Company, paving the way
for the creation of an $8.5-billion giant. The
regulatory nod comes a day before RIL chair-
man Mukesh Ambani is set to address share-
holdersat itsannual general meeting.

The deal to merge the media assets of
Reliance,Viacom18 Media,Digital18 Mediaand
other Disney-linked firms are “subject to the
compliance of voluntary modifications,” CCI
said on Wednesday, without elaborating what
these voluntary modifications were. A detailed
orderis expected to be issued shortly.

Reliance had signed a binding agreement
with Disney in February this year to merge
their media operations in India —a move that
notonly cemented theirdominant positionin
the sector but also gave them a lion’s share of
the cricket broadcast rights.

Relianceisset tocontrolover 60% of the new
combined unit — 16%directlyand 4 7%via the
Viacom18 Media business it largely owns —
while 37% goesto Disney. Additionally, Reliance
has agreed to invest ¥11,500 crore into the [V
for its growth strategy. Viacom18 Media and
Digital18 are owned by Reliance, Star India and
StarTelevision are controlled by Disney.

The combinewill competewith Sony, Netflix
and Amazon, with 120 TV channels and two
streaming services.

The CCl recently raised several queries on
the merger, with the main concern being the

mThe new board
will have 10
members, with RIL
nominating five,
Disney three, and
two independent
directors

DONE DEAL

mRelianceis
set to control over

(o]

ofthe new
combined unit —
16% directly & 47%
viathe Viacom18
Media business

mNita Ambani will assume
, therole of chairperson of
the merged entity, with
former Walt Disney
executive Uday

f. Shankar, joining as

vice chairperson
mRILhasagreed toinvest at

into the JV for its growth strategy

merged entity’s tight control over cricket rights
forTVand streaming in India,and its ability to
hurt advertisers. The companies have report-
edly pledged not to bundleand sell advertising
slots for different cricket tournaments and keep
subscriptionrates for theirofferingsunderreg-
ulatory limits, the source added.

Continued on Page 7



Setty takes
charge as
SBI chairman

- STATE BANK OF
India (SBI) will
strive tobecome the
most valued finan-
cial institution and
also increase its net
profit, new chair-
man CS Setty said
on Wednesday as he asserted that
thisis India’s decade.

Soon after taking charge of the
nation’s largest bank, Setty assured
employees that all efforts would be
made to grow SBI into the ‘best
bank’in the country.

“Since the start of this decade,
our global rank among banks
has moved up 35 positions
from 52 to 17 in terms of market
capitalisation,” he said, thanking
his predecessors.

“It is now our turn to build on
this foundation, to grow SBIinto the
best bank in the country”

Setty succeeded Dinesh Khara.
Prior to becoming chairman, Setty
was the senior-most managing
director of the bank. —PTI




Predecessor

Founded

Headquarters

Number of
locations

Area served
Key people

Products

Imperial Bank of India

(1921 — 1955)
Bank of Calcutta
(1806 — 1921)
Bank of Bombay
(1840 — 1921)
Bank of Madras
(1843 — 1921)

1 July 1955; 69 years ago
State Bank of India

27 January 1921
Imperial Bank of India
2 June 1806
Bank of Calcutta
15 April 1840
Bank of Bombay
1 July 1843
Bank of Madras

State Bank Bhawan, M.C.
Road, Nariman Point,
Mumbai, Maharashtra, India

India:

22,542 Branches

63,580 ATMs

International:

241 Branches in 29 countries

Worldwide

Challa Sreenivasulu Setty
(Chairman)m

Kameshwar Rao Kodavanti
(CFO)/2]

Retail banking
Corporate banking
Investment banking
Mortgage loans
Private banking
Wealth management
Risk management
Asset management

Members

Number of
employees

Parent

Subsidiaries

Capital ratio

Rating

Website

50 crores+ [*]
2,32,296 (31 March 2024)/°]

Ministry of Finance
(Government of India
(57.54%))

SBI Life Insurance Ltd
SBI Mutual Fund (63%)
SBI Cards and Payment
Services Ltd(68.63%)

SBI General Insurance
(69.11%)

Jio Payments Bank (23%)
Yes Bank (23.99%)
Andhra Pradesh Grameena
Vikas Bank (35%)

Kaveri Grameena Bank
(35%)

Uttarakhand Gramin Bank
(35%)

Tier 1 14.28%(2024)/6

S&P BBB- / A-3/ Stable!”]
Moody's Baa3/ P-3/ Stable!”]
Fitch BBB- / F-3/ Stablel”!

sbi.co.in 2

bank.sbi (7



Leptospirosis



» After the Nipah threat subsided in Kerala, a deadly Leptospirosis outbreak
emerged, causing 121 confirmed deaths and over 1,170 cases under treatment.

* About Leptospirosis, or “rat fever”:

* Leptospirosis is a zoonotic disease caused by leptospire bacteria, transmitted
from animals to humans, usually through skin cuts. It’s common in tropical, high-
rainfall areas, with human-to-human transmission being rare. The Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare runs a program for its prevention and control.




* It spreads through bacteria in contaminated water, particularly during
monsoons. The surge in cases is attributed to heavy rainfall and poor
waste management, increasing rat populations.

* Experts stress the need for early detection, personal hygiene,
protective gear, and doxycycline distribution. Additionally, Kerala
faces outbreaks of hepatitis A and dengue, underscoring the need for
better water quality and public health strategies.




KEEP RATS AT BAY

Cause of infection | When one
comes into contact with urine

of infected rats or cattie or the
water contaminated by it

Who are more susceptible

marshy land where rats are
abundant

Symptoms | Fever, severe
pain on calf muscles, redness
of eyes

» |f there is delay in getting
medical attention, it will affect
the functioning of kidney and
will eventually lead to the
death of the patient

Precautions | Fill the holes
in walls to prevent rats from
making it home

People who work in muddy or |.¢ »

» Keep tubers, rice, coconuf
and other items out of reach
of rats

» Dispose of waste properly

» Take doxycycline tablets
as per doctor's instruction.
This prevents the growth
and spread of the bacteria
causing the infection
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e Assam’s wildlife department has recommended forest clearance for
Vedanta’s oil and gas exploration project in the eco-sensitive zone of
the Hollongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary, citing national interest.

* The project, in the habitat of endangered Hoolock Gibbons and wild
elephants, involves diverting over 4 hectares of forest land.
Conditions include preventing pollution and managing risks like oil
leaks and gas explosions. The proposal is pending with the Union
Environment Ministry’s Forest Advisory Committee.







Facts

About

Population and Habitat

Gibbon Species in India

Threats

Description

Gibbons, the smallest and fastest of all apes, inhabit
tropical and subtropical forests in Southeast Asia. They
have high intelligence, distinct personalities, and strong
family bonds. They are one of the 20 gibbon species
found worldwide.

The current population of hoolock gibbons is around
12,000. They are found in Northeast India, Bangladesh,
Myanmar, and Southern China.

Two distinct species in India’s northeast: the eastern
hoolock gibbon (Hoolock leuconedys) and the western
hoolock gibbon (Hoolock hoolock).

All 20 gibbon species, including hoolock gibbons, are at
high risk of extinction due to conservation challenges.
Significant population and habitat decline due to
deforestation for infrastructure projects in India.
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Japan’s SLIM Moon Mission




» Recently, Japan's space agency, JAXA, has concluded
operations of its Moon lander, the Smart Lander for
Investigating Moon (SLIM), also known as the "Moon
Sniper," after losing communication with it.

 This operation was halted after the failure of multiple attempts
to establish connection with the SLIM spacecraft.



« About SLIM

* SLIM is a small-scale lunar lander designed for precise
landings, reduced equipment size and
weight, and investigating the Moon's origins.

* [t was an uncrewed spacecraft that also aimed to test low-
gravity exploration technology essential for future solar system
exploration.

* It is nicknamed the "Moon Sniper" because of its ability to land
very precisely on the Moon's surface.
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Lowest cost Moon Mission of respective countries
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Country India Russia China USA
Mission Chandrayan 3 Luna 25 Chang'e 3 Apollo 10
Mission Cost $77 million $200 million $300 million $2.9 Billion
(Inflation adjusted)
~ SENERI N CRLTESOEY | NS U e R R RS N R Wi Rl Es ” ¥

Lowest Cost Mars Mission of respective countries
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Country India Russia Japan Europe USA
Mission Mangalyan Phobos Grunt Nozomi Express Orbiter Maven
(Successful) (Failed) (Failed) (Successful) {Successful)
Mission Cost $74 million $117 million $189 million $386 million $671 million
\\(Inﬂation adjusted) 4 !
~ -

T e e e e e e e e e W e w— — — w— w— — —— — — ——— ———— ——w—— —— w——— —

Source: Data compiled from multiple sources;
Statista, Creadable.in, space.com, media reports



Which countries, where, and when

Lunar Probes by Decade Lunar Probes
Number of Probes Sent
19505 ]
1960s
1970s
soon . 1 3 1 2
1990s § 3 - -
— .-} o o
20 T SERRET ER
2010s N 11 s E £ - -
2020s 8 g
Lunar Probes Success Ratlo Lunar Probes by Type
Successful Fiyby 13
we Orbiter
Unsuccessiul Total 1 t _ 14
42(36%) — 1s e
Lander SRR 28
9(8%) Rover [N 14
Source for ofl dara: NASA Space Saenice Dara Coordinated Ardhive
The Journey of Chandrayaan-3
JuL14 AUGS —— AUG6-17
LVM3 M4 yehicle  Chandrayaan-3 successfully After manoeuvre on
successfully Inserted into lunar orbit Aug B, there will be
launched A thres more until
Chandrayaan-3 : Aug17
into orbit )\ )/ v
1111/ Moon-bound
Earth-bound Wy A manoeuvres
manoeuvres e e’
| AUG 23/24
AUGT LUNAR Lander scheduled to
The spacecraft is inserted TRANSFER make soft landing near
into translunar orbit TRAJECTORY Moon's south pole

The Moonfrom Chandrayaan-3 ISko

MOON FIRSTS

m First artempt o fly to Moon
Pioneer 0, 1958 1 Failed

m First to provide Moon data Luna 1, 1959

m First spacecraft to reach lunar surface |
Luna 2, 1959 Crash landed on Moon

m Firstspacecraft to take pictures of
Moon ' Luna 3, 1959

m First soft-landing attempt on Moon |
Luna3s, 1965 Failed

= First to get into Moon orbit, go around
moon ' Luna 10, 1966
mFirstto soft land | Luna 9, 1966

= First to send pictures from Moon's
surface | Luna9, 1966

m First spacecraft to carry human beings
1o Moon orbit| Apolio 8, 1968

m First humans on Moon Apolio 11, 1969

m First lunar mission by Japan/
Hiten, 1990 |Moon probes resume
m First European Moon mission |
SMART-1,2003

mFirst Chinese Moon mission |
Chang'e 1,2007

= First Indian Moon mission |
Chandrayaan-1,2008 | Confirms
presence of water

m First soft landing on far side of Moon |
Chang'e4, 2019




6. CAPSTONE
ORBITER | 2022
In 2022, NASA lounched o
microwave-sized solelide
Cagstone o %!, for fhe first
time, on elliphical lunar orbit
Caled the near rectilinecr halo
" orbit, it con offer s\abiity fo
long-ferm missoas ke
Galeway—0 moon-orbiting
oulpos! thot is port of NASAS
Arlemis progromme. Copsions
also 0ims o demonsile
spacecrali-lo-spocecf!
novigalion services

3
! "

THERE HAVE BEEN 20 SUCCESSFUL '
MOON LANDER MISSIONS SO FAR ; -

Russiars Luna Q Aeaicn's Surveyor ﬁ, a 5. KOREA PATHFINDER R

missicns (8) frissicns (5) i +UNAR ORBITER | ORBITER

! - f 2022

. vans . seeeovrdeag L J ‘ South Korea-entered The sooe for moon 4\ 4

missions (8) mission (1) I8 ardion b Sincirbing Bo \ ]

exploeation by kaunching ils first orbller \

CHANDRAYAAN-1
Launched in 2008,
Chondroyoon-1 orbiler made
history by confeming peesence
of woler on the moon

CHANDRAYAAN-2
With #ts lounch in 2019, inda
gimed 10 be the fest country
%0 reach the south pole, but
faied 1o ochieve soft londing

CHANDRAYAAN-3
Lounched on July 14, 2023,
It Is expected fo moke a soft
londing In the fourth week of
Aogust around the south pobe
o the near side of Ihe moen

' 4. CHANG'ES
y ORBITER | 2020
.'.' In March 2020, China launched Chang'e
5 The spocecxal! consisied four modules:
[ on orbiter, o londer, on oscender ond o

I ‘returnes’. The gool wos o callect and

il +20um around 2 kg of unor somples, which
W, It achieved in Decamber 2020, Before

% teaching the Earth, the orbiter seporoted

for the Sun-Eorth Logrange peint L1 %o
observe he Sun

froe the sample retum vehic B heoded ,

on August 5, 2022 s goal is to study the

moon’s surfoce %0 inform future missions

obout the pofar regron. it will algo hunt for
evidence of ioa deposits, observe seasonal
changes and measure Iha lemain nside
the crofers

3. CHANDRAYAAN-2
ORBITER | 2019

On July 22,2019, ISRO lounched
Chandrayoan.2, consisting an orbiler o
onder ond o rover. This was India’s first

oftemgt fo soft lgnd on the moon. iIn
which the lander falled, but the orbéter
continués 10 be octive. It Is mopeing
the moon's topography. investigating
Ihe surfote’s minesalkogy and elenients
shudying the lunor exosphere ond
loaking far signalures of wealer ice

A=, CHANDRAYAAN-3

*1.LUNAR
RECONNAISSANCE
ORBITER | ORBITER ,

2009,

In 2009, US'NASA lourched the Lunar-
Reconmoissance Orbider 1o crecte o 30
mop cf.the moon’s surkace 1o identdy
landing siles ond emvircoments
neceesary for sobofic and human
missions. In 2010, the spacecroft’s
goal was exiended jo arget the polar
region, knowa 10 hold waler reserves

In 2019, one of s insyruments
observed-waler molecules moving
around the doyside of the moon,

‘/ 2.YUTU-2 | ROVER | 2018
The China Rational Spoce
I,'r Administaation lounched Yusu-2 in
2018. It is the first missicn to'moke o
S0 londing on the for side of Ihe moon
I 2019. the landey made-a louchdown
in the Von Karmdn craler 1o understond
maore abou! the early solor system and
Ecrth. )l also found thal the scil on the
for side is stickier and less rocky than
on the near side

TO LAND NEAR
MOON'S SOUTH
IN AUGUST 2023
ISRO lounched Chondroyoan-3 on
July 14, with landing scheduled
for the fourth week of August. The
mission consists o propuision
moduie, o londer modue and o
rovee The propuision module wil
carry the lander and rover fsam the
injeckion cebif 10 the lunor arbit,
The propulsion module will drive
sorih-bound monoouvres, .
frans-lunar injection ond
maoa-bound orbits.

POLE




AGE OF MARRIAGE FOR
WOMEN

‘/
|
HP INCREASES MINIMUM |
- -y

N\
\




* In a significant move towards gender equality and promoting higher education, the
Himachal Pradesh State Assembly recently passed the ‘Prohibition of Child Marriage
(Himachal Pradesh Amendment) Bill, 2024’



* About ¢ The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 was enacted to
prevent the solemnisation of child marriages and address related
matters.

* o The Bill proposes raising the minimum age of marriage for girls
from 18 to 21 years.

* It aims to provide gender equality and create opportunities for girls
to pursue higher education and personal development. e

 Himachal Pradesh proudly claims the title of being the first state in
India to enact legislation increasing the marriage age of girls to 21.



WhO'S d Child? | While most laws fix 18 as the

age when one ceases to be a child, there are exceptions:

® The Majority Act, 1875
sets the age of majority
at 18

®m 61st Constitutional
Amendment Act fixes the
minimum voting age at 18

® POCSO Act, 2012 and
Juvenile Justice Act, 2015
define a child as someone
under the age of 18

® Right to Education Act,

20009 says a child is someone
between the ages of six and 14

® Child Labour Amendment Act, 2016 says a child is

someone under the age of 14 and an adolescent is aged

between 14 and 18



Countries with the highest
number of child marriages*

India == Y 15,509,000
Bangladesh |l I 4.451,000
Nigeria Il I [ 3.538,000
Brazil B 3,034,000
Ethiopia ma= I 2.104,000
Pakistan B 1,909,000
Mexico ' B 1,479,000
Indonesia ™= BN 1,459,000
D.R. Congo 2= | 1,300,000
Uganda B 787,000

Source: Population data from UN | * Women who were ©DW
first married or in a union before they were 18-years-old



What are the Laws/Acts says?

e The law of the land prescribes the minimum age
of marriage should be 21 years and 18 years for
men and women respectively.

e Special Marriage Act, 1954 and Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006: Prescribed 18 and 21
years as the minimum age of consent for
marriage for women and men respectively.

e Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 Section 5(iii): 18 years
as the minimum age for the bride and 21 years as
the minimum age for the groom.

e Age of Consent Bill, 1927:1t amended the
provision of rape in 1927 and declared the
marriage with a girl under 12 invalid.

e Sarda Act was amended in 1978 and it prescribed
18 and 21 years as the age of marriage for a
woman and a man respectively.

e In the 1880s a legal framework for the age of
consent for marriage began.

e The Indian Penal Code, 1860: Criminalised sexual
intercourse with a girl below the age of 10.

e In Islam, the marriage of a minor who has
attained puberty is considered valid.




POSITIVE TREND

2001

'Growing integration of the economy and higher school
enrolments contributing to increase in median age for marriage'

Median age for marriage

social set-up

What caused it?
2011 © Increase @ The rise was
in mobile and seen among
23.5 | migratory margina
nature of work | workers and
in the country non-workers
is one part of as well. So, not
4| the explanation. | only migration,
| The workers higher levels of
1 are free of school enrol-
== "-| restrictionsof | ment could also
-+ a traditional be a contribut-

ing factor




CATCHING THEM TOO YOUNG

The practice of underage marriages fell across all religions,
but Hindu and Muslim women still have it the worst

M Percentage of all women married
before the age of 18

27.8% e Percentage of women who said
they were underage when they
got married between 2001-2011
16.2%
/
12 2 10.9%
7/0 0/

Hindu Muslim Buddhist Jain Chnstlan Sikh

Source: Census 2011 |

31.3% 6%




RAILWAY BOARD

SATISH KUMAR: NEW < :
CHAIRMAN OF O
- -y
\
. \



* About Railway Board

e ¢ The Railway Board was established in 1905 as a part of the British
Indian government’s efforts to better manage the expanding railway
network.

o |t serves as the apex body responsible for the administration,
operation, and policy formulation of Indian Railways.

e ¢ The Railway Board is headed by the Chairman and CEO, who is the
administrative and operational head of Indian Railways



VVocab of the day

Word of the day

Menial:
used in relation to unskilled work

Synonyms: humble, lowly

Usage: The government has been criticised for
forcing jobseekers to do menial unpaid work.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/menialpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /mi:ni.aly
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guys.
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