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• The article reports that the Ministry of Defence of India has signed a 
repeat order for 73,000 SIG 716 rifles from the U.S.-based company 
Sig Sauer. 

• This new order follows the earlier procurement of 72,400 SIG 716 
rifles under a ₹700-crore contract signed in February 2019. The 
delivery of the new batch is expected to be completed by the end of 
2025.



• Contract Details: The contract for the new batch of rifles was signed 
in June 2024, with an 18-month delivery timeline.

• Previous Acquisition: The Indian Army has already inducted 66,400 of 
the previously ordered 72,400 SIG 716 rifles, which have been 
provided to frontline troops involved in counter-insurgency 
operations.



Reason for Repeat Order: The decision for the repeat order 
was driven by the successful fielding and positive soldier 
feedback on the performance and reliability of the SIG 716 
rifles.

Modernization Effort: This acquisition is part of the Indian 
Army's ongoing efforts to modernize its arsenal, replacing the 
older INSAS (Indian National Small Arms System) rifles with 
more capable and reliable modern rifles like the SIG 716.



Technical Specifications: The SIG 716 rifle weighs 3.82 kg, has 
an effective range of 600 meters, and is considered superior to 
the INSAS rifles in terms of capability and reliability.

This acquisition reflects the Indian Army's commitment to 
upgrading its small arms capabilities to meet the needs of 
modern warfare.



• Apache AH-64E Attack Helicopters: India purchased these advanced 
attack helicopters for the Indian Air Force, which are equipped with 
Hellfire missiles, advanced targeting systems, and are considered 
among the most lethal helicopters in the world.

• C-17 Globemaster III: This large military transport aircraft is used by 
the Indian Air Force for strategic and tactical airlift missions, including 
transporting troops, equipment, and humanitarian aid.



• P-8I Poseidon: A maritime patrol and reconnaissance aircraft, the P-8I 
is used by the Indian Navy for anti-submarine warfare, anti-surface 
warfare, and intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance missions.

• M777 Ultra-Light Howitzers: These lightweight artillery guns have 
been inducted into the Indian Army, particularly useful in high-
altitude regions like the Himalayas due to their portability.



• CH-47F Chinook Helicopters: These heavy-lift helicopters are used by 
the Indian Air Force for troop transport, artillery emplacement, and 
battlefield resupply.

• MH-60R Seahawk Multi-Mission Helicopters: India has procured 
these helicopters for the Indian Navy, which are equipped for anti-
submarine warfare, anti-surface warfare, and search and rescue 
missions.

• Harpoon Block II Missiles: These are anti-ship missiles that have been 
integrated into some of India's naval platforms.



1.M4 Carbines and SIG Sauer Rifles: Indian Special Forces have 
acquired these firearms from the USA for their advanced operational 
needs.

2.NASAMS-II (National Advanced Surface to Air Missile System): India 
has shown interest in acquiring this air defense system to enhance its 
missile defense capabilities, though it is still in discussions.















The article reports that the BJP-led National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) has crossed the majority 
mark in the Rajya Sabha, India's Upper House of 
Parliament, following the latest round of elections. 

The NDA has now secured a total of 119 
seats in the 237-member Rajya Sabha, 
ensuring a majority.



BJP's Strength: The BJP has increased its strength to 96 members in 
the Rajya Sabha. With the support of allies, six nominated 
members, and two Independents, the NDA has reached a total of 
119 members.

Rajya Sabha Majority: The current strength of the Rajya Sabha is 
237 members, and the majority mark is 119.



Congress' Position: The 
Congress party, with only 26 

members, is close to losing its 
position as the Leader of the 
Opposition, which requires a 

minimum of 25 members.

Other Parties: The YSR 
Congress Party and Biju Janata 
Dal, which often support the 
government bills, continue to 

stand apart from both the 
ruling and opposition blocs.



Future Elections: The next significant round of Rajya Sabha 
elections is scheduled for November, when 11 members will retire, 
10 of whom are from the BJP and one from the Samajwadi Party.

This development strengthens the NDA's position in passing 
legislation in the Upper House, as the alliance now holds a clear 
majority.









• Key points from the article include:

1.Impact on U.S.-Mexico Relations: The proposed reforms have led to 
a pause in dialogue between Mexico and the United States, with the 
Mexican government protesting what it views as "interventionist" 
statements from the U.S.

2.Investor Concerns: Investors and international observers are worried 
that the reforms could destabilize Mexico's judicial system, making it 
harder to resolve disputes impartially and affecting the business 
environment. This concern has already caused a drop in Mexico's 
stock market and currency.



Reactions from Other Countries: 
Canada, a member of the major free 
trade partnership with the U.S. and 

Mexico, has also expressed 
concerns. Investors are worried 
about the stability of the judicial 

system in Mexico.

Proposed Changes and Timeline: 
López Obrador's ruling Morena 

party may push through the reforms 
before he leaves office, but the 

reforms would need more than a 
two-thirds majority in the lower 

chamber and the Senate to amend 
the constitution.



• Potential Risks: The article also mentions that another proposed 
reform could dissolve autonomous regulatory agencies, posing risks 
to the continent's free trade agreement, especially with a review 
scheduled for 2026.



In 2021, exports to Mexico from India reached USD 5.931 billion and imports 
from Mexico were at USD 4.17 billion, taking the total trade to USD 10.11 
billion.

• India’s Exports: Vehicles and auto parts, organic chemicals, electrical machinery and electronic 
equipment, aluminium products, readymade garments, iron and steel products and gems and 
jewellery.

• India’s Imports: Crude oil, mineral fuel, fertilizers, etc. Crude oil occupies 75% of the export 
basket from Mexico.

India’s exports of pharmaceutical products remained steady in 2020 and 
increased by more than 80%.
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Leptospirosis



• After the Nipah threat subsided in Kerala, a deadly Leptospirosis outbreak 
emerged, causing 121 confirmed deaths and over 1,170 cases under treatment.

•

• About Leptospirosis, or “rat fever”:

• Leptospirosis is a zoonotic disease caused by leptospire bacteria, transmitted 
from animals to humans, usually through skin cuts. It’s common in tropical, high-
rainfall areas, with human-to-human transmission being rare. The Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare runs a program for its prevention and control.

•



• It spreads through bacteria in contaminated water, particularly during 
monsoons. The surge in cases is attributed to heavy rainfall and poor 
waste management, increasing rat populations. 

• Experts stress the need for early detection, personal hygiene, 
protective gear, and doxycycline distribution. Additionally, Kerala 
faces outbreaks of hepatitis A and dengue, underscoring the need for 
better water quality and public health strategies.





Hollongapar Gibbon 
Wildlife Sanctuary



• Assam’s wildlife department has recommended forest clearance for 
Vedanta’s oil and gas exploration project in the eco-sensitive zone of 
the Hollongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary, citing national interest.

•

• The project, in the habitat of endangered Hoolock Gibbons and wild 
elephants, involves diverting over 4 hectares of forest land. 
Conditions include preventing pollution and managing risks like oil 
leaks and gas explosions. The proposal is pending with the Union 
Environment Ministry’s Forest Advisory Committee.





Facts Description

About

Gibbons, the smallest and fastest of all apes, inhabit 
tropical and subtropical forests in Southeast Asia. They 
have high intelligence, distinct personalities, and strong 
family bonds. They are one of the 20 gibbon species 
found worldwide.

Population and Habitat
The current population of hoolock gibbons is around 
12,000. They are found in Northeast India, Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, and Southern China.

Gibbon Species in India
Two distinct species in India’s northeast: the eastern 
hoolock gibbon (Hoolock leuconedys) and the western 
hoolock gibbon (Hoolock hoolock).

Threats

All 20 gibbon species, including hoolock gibbons, are at 
high risk of extinction due to conservation challenges. 
Significant population and habitat decline due to 
deforestation for infrastructure projects in India.







Japan’s SLIM Moon Mission



• Recently, Japan's space agency, JAXA, has concluded 
operations of its Moon lander, the Smart Lander for 
Investigating Moon (SLIM), also known as the "Moon 
Sniper," after losing communication with it.

• This operation was halted after the failure of multiple attempts 
to establish connection with the SLIM spacecraft.



• About SLIM

• SLIM is a small-scale lunar lander designed for precise 
landings, reduced equipment size and 
weight, and investigating the Moon's origins.

• It was an uncrewed spacecraft that also aimed to test low-
gravity exploration technology essential for future solar system 
exploration.

• It is nicknamed the "Moon Sniper" because of its ability to land 
very precisely on the Moon's surface.









HP INCREASES MINIMUM 
AGE OF MARRIAGE FOR 
WOMEN



• In a significant move towards gender equality and promoting higher education, the 
Himachal Pradesh State Assembly recently passed the ‘Prohibition of Child Marriage 
(Himachal Pradesh Amendment) Bill, 2024’



• About • The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 was enacted to 
prevent the solemnisation of child marriages and address related 
matters.

•  • The Bill proposes raising the minimum age of marriage for girls 
from 18 to 21 years.

•  It aims to provide gender equality and create opportunities for girls 
to pursue higher education and personal development. •

•  Himachal Pradesh proudly claims the title of being the first state in 
India to enact legislation increasing the marriage age of girls to 21.













SATISH KUMAR: NEW 
CHAIRMAN OF 
RAILWAY BOARD



• About Railway Board 

• • The Railway Board was established in 1905 as a part of the British 
Indian government’s efforts to better manage the expanding railway 
network. 

• • It serves as the apex body responsible for the administration, 
operation, and policy formulation of Indian Railways. 

• • The Railway Board is headed by the Chairman and CEO, who is the 
administrative and operational head of Indian Railways



Vocab of the day 





Thank you 
guys.
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