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• Cyclone Asna has formed over the Kutch coast in Gujarat and 
adjoining areas of Pakistan.

• This is a rare land-originating cyclone in August since the last one in 
1976.

• It is expected to move away from the western coast into the Arabian 
Sea in the next 48 hours.

• Heavy rainfall has been reported across Gujarat, leading to significant 
flooding and damages. 32 people have died, and more than 18,000 
have been relocated.



Kutch has witnessed 177% rainfall, Saurashtra 124%, and North 
Gujarat 88%.Relief operations are ongoing, including the use of 
helicopters by security forces to evacuate affected people.

Additionally, a low-pressure area has formed off the coast of 
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha, which could intensify into a 
depression.





• Over 2,700 senior-level scientists have been hired at ICAR through 
lateral entry since 2007, without adhering to the reservation norms, 
which is against the policies meant to promote inclusion of SC/ST 
candidates.

• A resolution by the Agricultural Research Service Scientists’ Forum 
has called for a ban on this lateral entry system, highlighting that it 
creates conflicts among scientists, resulting in a "toxic" work culture.



• The resolution also mentions that scientists who have served over 25 years through the 
traditional entry system find their promotion opportunities blocked by those recruited 
through lateral entry.

• While this lateral hiring does not violate existing laws, it disregards the 1995 
Constitutional amendment mandating reservations in promotions for SCs and STs.



• The article raises concerns over the fairness and efficiency of this 
hiring practice, which may be undermining the goals of the 
reservation policy in government research institutions.











SEBI's Amendments: The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (SEBI) has introduced amendments aimed at regulating 
unregistered financial influencers amid growing concerns over 
the potential risks associated with them.

Restrictions on Associations: SEBI's new regulations prohibit its 
regulated entities and their agents from having any associations 
with unregistered individuals who provide financial advice, 
recommendations, or make claims related to securities.



• Prohibited Activities: The amended rules specifically prohibit 
regulated persons or their agents from interacting with individuals 
who provide advice or recommendations on securities unless these 
individuals are registered with SEBI or have SEBI's permission.

• Objective: The goal of these amendments is to ensure that individuals 
providing financial advice or recommendations in the securities 
market are accountable and adhere to specific standards set by SEBI.



• Informal Guidance Scheme Changes: Alongside these amendments, 
SEBI has also proposed changes to its informal guidance scheme to 
expand the list of applicants eligible to seek guidance under the 
scheme and to increase the application fee from ₹25,000 to ₹75,000.





• For the discharge of its functions efficiently, SEBI has been vested with the 
following powers:

• to approve by−laws of Securities exchanges.

• to require the Securities exchange to amend their by−laws.

• inspect the books of accounts and call for periodical returns from recognised 
Securities exchanges.

• inspect the books of accounts of financial intermediaries.

• compel certain companies to list their shares in one or more Securities 
exchanges.

• registration of Brokers and sub-brokers.

• eliminate malpractices in security market.



Quasar



• Astronomers using the European Southern Observatory’s (ESO) Very 
Large Telescope (VLT) have discovered the brightest known black 
hole, identified as a quasar.

• About

• The quasar, named J0529-4351, has a mass of 17 billion Suns and 
consumes about one Sun’s worth of matter per day.



It is described as the most luminous object 
ever observed, emitting over 500 trillion 
times more light than the Sun.

The light from J0529-4351 took over 12 
billion years to reach Earth, indicating it is 
located very far from us.



• Hubble Space Telescope 
Discoveries: In 1996 Hubble 
captured an image of a quasar 
located 9 billion light-years away, 
marking its 100,000th exposure.

• Insights from Quasars: The study 
of quasars helps understand the 
birth of galaxies and the rate of 
expansion of the universe.



Bonda Tribe



• An Odisha tribal boy from the Bonda tribe becomes the first from the 
community to clear NEET exam set to pursue MBBS programme.

• About the Bonda tribe (aka Remo people)

• It inhabits the wild and secluded Malkangiri district in Odisha, near 
the river Machkund. Their distinctiveness lies not only in their 
geographical isolation but also in their unwavering spirit and ancient 
cultural practices.



Air Quality Life Index 
(AQLI) 2024



Recently, the Energy Policy Institute at the 
University of Chicago (EPIC) released the Air 
Quality Life Index (AQLI) 2024.

In India, where the annual PM2.5 standard is 40 
µg/m³, more than 40% of the population breathes 
air that exceeds the standard.



• What are the Key Findings of the Air Quality Life Index (AQLI) 2024?

•  Impact of Air Pollution on Life Expectancy: 

• The report revealed that if PM2.5 (particulate matter that are 2.5 
micrometres or less in diameter) pollution were reduced to meet the 
guidelines set by the World Health Organization (WHO), the average 
person could live 1.9 years longer, adding a total of 14.9 billion life 
years globally. 

• The WHO guidelines state that annual average concentrations of 
PM2.5 should not exceed 5 micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m3).



• Deadlier than Chronic Diseases: 

• The effects of air pollution surpass those of smoking, heavy drinking 
and are several times greater than other major health risks like 
HIV/AIDS and malnutrition.

•  Uneven Distribution of Pollution: 

• The burden of pollution is not evenly distributed. People in the most 
polluted areas breathe six times more polluted air than those in the 
cleanest regions, reducing their life expectancy by an average of 2.7 
years.





• Global Scenario:US, China, Europe: The United States, Europe, and China have 
implemented stringent policies, leading to significant reductions in pollution 
levels.

• In China, air pollution has decreased by 41% since 2014 and extended the life 
of Chinese by 2 years.

• The US has reduced pollution by 67.2% since 1970, extending the average 
lifespan by 1.5 years.

• Europe has seen a 30.2% reduction since 1998, adding 5.6 months to life 
expectancy.



• South and Southeast Asia: South and Southeast Asia saw 
notable improvements in 2022, observing a 4% decline in 
PM2.5 levels compared to 2012.

• Despite this improvement, South Asia remains the world’s most 
polluted region, accounting for 45% of global life years lost due to 
high pollution.

• Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and Pakistan are among the most polluted 
countries globally.

• In Myanmar, air pollution is reducing life expectancy by 2.9 years.



• What are India Specific Findings in Air Quality Life Index (AQLI) 
2024?

• Impact of Cleaner Air on Life Expectancy in Delhi: Cleaner air 
that meets WHO guidelines of 5 µg/m³ can increase the life 
expectancy of Delhi's 18.7 million residents by 7.8 years.

• Achieving India's national air quality standard (40 µg/m³) could 
increase life expectancy by 4.3 years.



• Current Air Quality and Trends in Delhi: Delhi is the most 
polluted city in India, with an average PM2.5 level of 84.3 µg/m³ 
in 2022.

• However, with an average annual PM2.5 concentration of 84.3 µg/m3 
in 2022, Delhi has seen significant improvement.





• Consider the following: (2019)

1.Carbon monoxide

2.Methane

3.Ozone

4.Sulphur dioxide

• Which of the above are released into the 
atmosphere due to the burning of crop/biomass 
residue?

• (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

•



Vocab of the day 

• Serendipity - The occurrence of events by chance 
in a happy or beneficial way.





Thank you 
guys.
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