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An uneasy calm prevailed in
Maripur on Wednesday. s day
after

Kolkata doctors set fresh terms, continue stir

Protesters demand meet

in the

esence of CM to be telecast live on news channels: State Health Minister questions if the doctors are being guided by politics. asks them

to resume duty: representative for WBJDF says demands are dear and conducive to an open and productive discussion and adds there is no political colour in the demands

Moyurie Som

KOLKATA
he impasse bet-
ween protesting re-
sident doctors and

Bengal gov

duty in public medical in-
for the

security persorne on
strects of imphat leaving more
than 50 students injured. There
were no ey of viclence.
cither in the Imphal Valley or in
the periphersi hills » PAG

Cong. promises
guarantees,
Smtehood in J&K

SRINAGAR
Anncuncing five guarantess"
for Jammu and Kashmir at an
clection rally in Anantnag on
Wednesdsy, Congress
presicent Mallsacjun Kharge
=25l the party “will not only
strive for J&K's Statehood but
iso restore the bicamerat
House system” . » PAGE 5

Everyone aged 70
and over to get
health coverage
NEW DEL

The Union Cabinet, chaired by

roved
Freaith coverags to afl senior
citizers aged 70 2nd sbove
irrespective of income under
the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantrs Jan Arcgya Yojana (AB
PM-IAY). 3 PAGE &

secosid day on mnesdxy‘

former
Treah Sonditions for hoks
ing

m
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee and welevised ve cn
news chann

Chief Secretary Manoj
Pant said the government
was disheartened with the
response of the junior doc-
tors setting conditions for
calks, which did not result
with an

‘West Bengal Minister of

adherence to a Supreme

Firm on stance:
on Wednesday. P1

Court appeal to them to re-
turn to work by S p.m. on
“Tuesday.

“It s important to take a
serious note that the com-
mon people have been de-
prived of your vital servic-
es.. &t I5 expected that

good sense will prevail and
you will resume duties im-

Junior doctors on the second day of the sitin protest at Swasthys Bhawan in Kolta

for a discussion at the Se-
cretariac at 6 p.om. on

with the Hon'ble Supreme

> t's order,” id.
The email included a
tion to a delega-

At a press conference la-
ter in the evening, Ms.
Bhattacharya Jo«ned Mr.
Pant in saying that as law-
abiding citizens, everyone

should adhere to the Su-

A three-judge Bench of
the Supreme Court led by
Chief Justice D.Y. Chandra-

chud had on Monday said
that doctors cannot re-
main  oblivious
needs of the community
they are intended to serve
and appealed them to re-
turn to work by 5 p.m. on

sday.
“But_if they [resident
doctors] do not start work,
we will not be able to res-
train the State from «
«ction, because that is en-
llxe)y \\-nrnn tes Jurisdic-

nngolng slug-
fest berween the Stace £o-
wvernment doctors,

stration outside Swasthya

. the headquarters

the rape and max
tm had also visited the

protest site.
1n addition to their ear-
Mer demands, they also
t the resignation of

the Principal “Secretary,

no mention of the

actions The police use water cannon to disperse protesters who gathered at Sabus Mandi Dhali defying prohibitary

Centre withdraws nod for
eye drops over ‘false’ claims

Aa
CHENNALS
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

‘The Central Drugs Stan-
dard Control Organisation
has suspended pe: ion
given to the Mumbai-based
ENTOD Pharmaceuticals

9% |

The pharma firm had chaimed the Pres\u Eye Drops
restyo;

People with o

= would help
do away with reading glasses. GETTV MAGES.

@ Drugs and Clinical Trial ing glasses for individuals “We do not use pilocar-
marched towards Shimla’s Sanjauli on Wednesday demanding the demolition of an aslleged #iegal portion of a mosque. Rules, 2019. The permis- affected by presbyopia, a ptne anymore as It is
ston given on 6w common age-related viston own to cause some dis-
“for the of pres- typically seen in <oml‘on to the eye and also
byopia in adults~, and it those over the age of 40. because we ve better
- - - said no other claims may On September it drugs in the mar-

Mo ted under C ese pressure, says Rahu e Lithot approval.  cweeted that “Presva was ket for Slascoma. The M-
> In a statement on Wed- the first DO sis or of the
nesday, the firm said it proprietary prescription pupils induced by pilocar-
The Hindu Bureau China. '“'e have got Chi- frozen. 1 don't know any | would challenge the sus- eye drops to eliminate the pin people to see ob-
NEW DELHI nese occupying democnuy where that has pension in a court_Its chief  need for reading glasses™.  jects close to them better
land thest:e of Delhi in La- ned. Maybe executive oOf er, Nikkhil K. T Prime Minister Na- and is, at best, only a tem-
The C s's approachis  dakh. I think that's a disas- (ype of thing Iuppened m Masurkar, sak compa- rendra Modi in the post, it ary solution for pres-

ter. Media does not like to
write about it.” he said.
“How would America react

Tuesday.
Gandhi. who con-

cism of the Modi

President be able to get
away with saying that he
has handied that well

country.
Ing to accept le. And untll
they keep doing that, there
be

Lok Sabha LoP Rahul Gandhi during an interaction with the media

2t the National Press Club in

o happen in

“public imagination led to

Alarms sounded

1 don't see Mr. Modi is
diverting very much from
our approach with the US.

between us,” he said.
Asked if the Kashmir issue

is holding the two South
Aslan

s of
the border face-off with
<z

plied in the neg;me.

wards the U.S.

vering a wide spec-
trum of topics, the Opposi-
tion leader also talked
about the state of democra-
<y in India and how its

need to run an unusual for n-

u tohave con- | which ENTOD Pharma- _terest, multiple ophthal-

versations. You still needto | ceuticals not  mologists began sounding

E have e 5 ac v alarm and the

But the Opposition lead- He also said the Drugs  company was asked for an

fighting back. his party’s er made it clear that the of India for its “unethi-

dificulty in fighting the
ns  with

10 years was broken. It is
Rghting back, but it was
broken,” Mr. Gandhi said.
e fought an election
with our Banik sccounts

nybody
else. It's our problem. And
we will take care of it. We
will make sure that democ-
racy is secure,” he said.

‘HURTING SENTIMENTS”
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|

approval was based on a
valid controlled clinical

succe: in showi

cacy and safety of the eve
drops pattents  with
presbyopia.

The harmaceutical
firm had ed a press re-
lease about its PresVu eye
drops, developed to re-
duce nce on read-

= iy representa-
tion of facts”. Ophthalmol-
ogists pointed out that the
active ingredient used in

drugs.
Pointed o that the use of
piloca: could cause
several side effects.

guidelines for the public.

Babu K.V.. an ophthal-
mologist and public health
activist, has written to the

TOD Pharmaceuticals was
a gross violation of Section
3 () of the Di

ble tisement) Act,
1954, h  specifically
prohibits the advertise-
ment of drugs for the treat-

and disor-
ders of the opeical system.
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Kolkata doctors set fresh terms, continue stir

Protesters demand meeting in the presence of CM to be telecast live on news channels; State Health Minister questions if the doctors are being guided by politics, asks them

to resume duty; representative for WBJDF says demands are clear and conducive to an open and productive discussion and adds there is no political colour in the demands

Moyurie Som

Shrabana Chatterjee
KOLKATA

he impasse bet-
| I Iween protesting re-
sident doctors and

the West Bengal govern-
ment over resumption of
duty in public medical in-
stitutions continued for the
second day on Wednesday,
with the former setting
fresh conditions for hold-
ing talks. They included
the demand that no fewer
than 30 representatives be
allowed at the State Secre-
tariat for a meeting to be
held in the presence of
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee and televised live on
news channels.

Chief Secretary Manoj
Pant said the government
was disheartened with the
response of the junior doc-
tors setting conditions for
talks, which did not result
in a discussion with an
open mind.

West Bengal Minister of
State for Health Chandri-
ma Bhattacharya asked if
the doctors were guided by
politics, and wondered if
they wanted justice for the
rape and murder of the re-
sident doctor at the R.G.
Kar Medical College and
Hospital.

Responding to the Mi-
nister’s charge, a represen-
tative of the West Bengal
Junior Doctor’s Front
(WBJDF), Kinjal Nanda,
said, “There is no political
colour in this demand. An
open mind is a subjective
choice. We believe our de-
mands are conducive to an
open and productive dis-
cussion. Our demands are
clear”

Chief Secretary’s email

The conditions were set in
response to an email by
Mr. Pant on Wednesday,
urging the doctors to res-
ume duty immediately in
adherence to a Supreme

Firm on stance: Junior doctors on the second day of the sit-in protest at Swasthya Bhawan in Kolkata
on Wednesday. PTI

Court appeal to them to re-
turn to work by 5 p.m. on
Tuesday.

“It is important to take a
serious note that the com-
mon people have been de-
prived of your vital servic-
es... It is expected that

good sense will prevail and
you will resume duties im-
mediately in compliance
with the Hon’ble Supreme
Court’s order,” he said.
The email included a
fresh invitation to a delega-
tion of 12-15 junior doctors

for a discussion at the Se-
cretariat at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday.

At a press conference la-
ter in the evening, Ms.
Bhattacharya joined Mr.
Pant in saying that as law-
abiding citizens, everyone

should adhere to the Su-
preme Court order. Asked
if the State government
would take action, the Mi-
nister said people would
come to know when the
government acted.

A three-judge Bench of
the Supreme Court led by
Chief Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud had on Monday said
that doctors cannot re-
main oblivious to the
needs of the community
they are intended to serve
and appealed them to re-
turn to work by 5 p.m. on
Tuesday.

“But if they [resident
doctors] do not start work,
we will not be able to res-
train the State from taking
action, because that is en-
tirely within its jurisdic-
tion,” it had said.

Amid the ongoing slug-
fest between the State go-
vernment and doctors,
thousands of junior doc-
tors continued the demon-
stration outside Swasthya

Bhavan, the headquarters
of the Health Department,
on Wednesday. Parents of
the rape and murder vic-
tim had also visited the
protest site.

In addition to their ear-
lier demands, they also
sought the resignation of
the Principal Secretary,
Health, as well as the Di-
rector of Health Services
and Director of Medical
Education.

On Tuesday, Ms. Bhatta-
charya had said Chief Mi-
nister Banerjee was wait-
ing for a meeting with the
doctors till 7.30 p.m.

“Last evening, we found
out from the media that
the Chief Minister was
waiting to meet us at the
State Secretariat. We want
to make it clear that in the
email we received from the
Health Secretary, there
was no mention of the
Chief Minister waiting for
us,” Dr. Nanda had
clarified.



Protest and Impasse

The deadlock between protesting resident
doctors and the West Bengal government over
the resumption of duty in public medical
institutions continued for a second day.

Doctors set fresh conditions for talks, including
that no fewer than 30 representatives be
allowed to meet with Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and the meeting be televised live.




State Health Minister's Remarks

State Health Minister Chandrima Bhattacharya
questioned if the doctors were guided by politics and
reminded them of the need for justice for the rape
and murder of a resident doctor at R.G. Kar Medical
College.

The doctors denied any political motivation and
insisted their demands were conducive to open and
productive discussions.



Chief Secretary's Appeal

Chief Secretary Manoj Pant expressed
disappointment with the doctors' refusal to
engage in talks with an open mind.

The Chief Secretary sent an email urging the
doctors to resume duty in adherence to the
Supreme Court's order, which directed
doctors to return to work by 5 p.m.



Demands and Resignations

The protesting doctors added demands,
including the resignation of the Principal
Secretary, Health, and the Director of
Medical Services.

Parents of the deceased doctor also visited
the protest site, adding support to the
ongoing demonstrations.
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The Delhi High Court on Wednesday asked the
National Anti-Doping Agency to respond to a
petition filed by wrestler Bajrang Punia

om
Sompexitions after he refused to give samples for

a dope tose. The coune ke

d notice to the agency
¢ Mz, Punia, who was

one of

oved
ot eyl e e vear's protest
CWE

against then Wrestling
President Brij Shushan
counse!

Federation of
Sharan Singh. NADA's

=aid 2 disciplinary panel had been

ooking into the issue Mr.

interim relief

ran
pcoming Sonior wortd Wremiing

the co
Said no formal application had been led for the
same.

Cabinet gives nod for building
62.000 km of rural roads

The Unson Cabinet on Wednesday approved the

o Rural D
for imj on of the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana-IV (PMGSY-1V) from ve:

kilometres of all-weather roads for providing new

connectivity to eligible 25,000

unconnected
and

along with

upgrading of bridges on the new connectivity
roads, an official statement sa.ld. The flagship

amme been
2y of £70.125 crore, of

Which the central share Is £49,087.50 crore and
States’ share &s ¥21,037.50 crore. PMGSY-1V road
all unde:

ning will be

alignment plan
the PM Gasi Shaksi portal. s

rtaken through

Krishnadas
NEW DELHI
he

opague funding, snd

struck down the Uttar Pra-
desh Board of Madrasa
Education Act, 2004

The commission said

rupama rvedi an. dependent on the conven-
advocate Abhaid Parikh,  ional methods used in
the submission in learning Koran and other
chal- texts. The ‘scanty

le: n High and
Court i ent which  ing in madr mus a

asas <

haywire system which just
stands alone the con-
ventional ground of reli-
gion.”

The NCPCR highlighted izsues of cusrriculum, sligibility of teachers,
. SUSHL RUMAR VERMA

but also a healthy

at-
mosphere and improved
opportunities for growth,”
the commission

l.ldlen from
faiths other than Islam

Madrasas ‘unfit’ for proper
education, NCPCR tells SC

Incl a few NCERT books in the curriculum is a mere ise in the name of imparting
education and does not ensure that children are receiving formal and quality education. it savs

up for a detailed hearing
soo

Cabinet approves
health cover for all
aged 70 and above

s South Asia and has
also set up seminaries, or
madrasas, tea aus-
tere version of Islam, par-
ticularly along the Pakis-

ideologies of Darul Uloom
th

cmre

roviding S lakh free
Realth insurance cover on
a family basis.

New card
This scheme was one of
the promises made in the
BJP manifesto.

With this approval, per-
sons aged 70 and above, ir-

were also ma-
dr. Madhya
Pradesh, West Bengal. Ut-
tar Pradesh, and Uttarak-

the
sprofess suprernacy of 1s-

o of
have no idea as to how to

hand. Islamic re-
edumtlon to

Bon of AFtitle 2805 of the
Constitutson, which
upholds the right against
n reli-

“Merely teaching a  plan social events or extra-

o SRT books in the curricular activities, such

SmEichlin 1 o i wales. 55 OakY-Gipe Tha ‘cotly

in the name of impartng e students  with
el dome et er. o laved OF

sure that the are duca-

recelving formal and qush—

ty education,

The NCPCR mghngmed
tssues of curriculum, eligi-
bility of teachers, ue
funding, violation of land

ment as problems associat-
ed with madrasas.

"The teachers appoint-

n madrasas are largely

learning. Madrasas in-
inge ldren’s funda-
mental right to a edu-

en
sitable education

glous instruction
worst

High Court had or-
Beradt the tranafor of mea
dr nts to regular

The top court

e

of their socio-
I be

issues
fatwas online as well as of-

“Though madrasas dot
the country, only States
such as Bihar, Chhattis-
garh, Odisha, Uttar Pra-
desh, West Bengal, Mad-

hya 3
1

petitions would be taken

e
Boards. Large number of
children attend madrasas

. wil
eligible 1o get the benefits
under the AB PMJAY.

The eligible senior citi-
zens will be issued a new
distinct card under the
scheme.

Senior citizens belong-
ing to families already co-
vered under the AB PR-JAY
will get an additional top-
up cover up to S lakh per
year for themselves (which
thay 7o nor Kixve ¢ il

with other members of the
family who are below the
age of 70).
All other senior citizens
70 and above will get
2 cover up to S lakh per
ar on a family basis. Se-
hiar citizens who ar
dy getting benefits oF other

Esgibie senicr citizens wil
2 new distinct card under
Sopshiman Bharat scheme.

public health insurance

schemes such as the Cen-
wral Gowvernment Health
Scheme (CGHS), Ex-Servi-
cemen Contribuzory
Health Scheme (ECHS),
and Ayushman Central
Armed Police Force ((.AP!-’)

may either rex-
isting scheme or opt fbr AB
PM-IAY.

It has been clarlﬁed that

Insurance

eligible to

der the AB PAL
“The AB PMJAY is the

world’s largest publicly
funded health assur: -
scheme. which provides

ly per year for secon-
dary and tertiary care hos-
pitalisation to 5S crore in-
dividuals cor:

corresponding

1234 crore famities,” the

Union governmen sald in
release.

The expansion of cover
to persons 70 and
ve was announced by

r. Mods in April

Centre gives
clearance for
‘Mission
Mausam’

NEW DELML

The Union Cabinet ap-
proved “Mission Mausam’
on Wednesday with an out-
lay of 2000, croed over
two yea:

The Minisery of Earch
Sctences will be he nodal
body implementi the
mission. The aim of the
programme will be to bol-
ster and d

Centre to nudge banks to
fund green energy projects

W DELHI

To help meet Indias T30

newable energy projects.
he

ment, and capacity in at-

invest summit. scheduled

weather surveillance. mo-
delling. forecasting. and

management.
Critical elements of Mis-

o S e Bt o sys-
tems .

in xt week,
% major banks and finan-
cial institutions will be giv-

proposed Joans or fil

plans in the renewable
energy sector. Union Mi-
nister for New and Renew-

8 o s it a7y cheastrint st . i cunjos banice andd

able Energy Pralhad Joshi
said at a press briefing on

W
Such a “shapath patra®
would be given by develop-
d

proposed losns. FLE PHOTO

expected to give firm com-

mitments. Only the
participation of ‘banks an

Indusery can India hope to
attract o facilitate
the energy sec-

Ts.
private equity investors, he
added.

“We have not specified
any targets but banks are

or,” said Mr. Joshi_
Prime Minister Naren-

Hindu, Muslim groups urge people to
send views on Wadf Bill to House panel

NEW DELHI
With just two days leﬁ [cr

submitting su;
Partiaments Joint Comenit.
tee on Waqf O

prayers as a platform to
reach out. while Hindu
groups are spreading the
word mmuy. Ganesh puja
pan. vening peayers
it tempiies, and fesiden
welfare

Bill 2024, Muskim and Hin-
du organisations have in-
tensified campaigns to en-
sure that people send their
feedback.

Organisations such as
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad

ing platforms to encourage
ople to submic their
suggestions.

Small gatherings are al-
so being organised to pro-
mote awareness of the Bill

dra Modi is scheduled to
the

and the joint panel. Mus-
im using Friday

prayers on September &
and s people used it

# urs,” sadd Mr.
Mahali. He added that ull 1
pm. on Wednesday.

82,70,231 mails had been
sent to the commitee.

“For and against”
The pre-drafted message of
LB says that the

Bl Should be “rejected

religion granted by the
Constitution.

A similar appeal to re-
Ject the Bil wie Aleo made
by Zakir Abdul Karim Naik,
a religious leader who is
abroad.

Reacting to the call of
Mr. Naik, Minority Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijfju took

12 X and said that people
should not misiead inno-

A pre-drafted letter is al-
so being shared on What-
and social media ask-
ing Hindus to send their
stions 1o the panel in

the BilL

year-old Hindu temple that

was claimed as Wagf pro-

perty. It points out how a

survey of Wagf properties

isdone using taxpayer

m, bt o civil courts
the country can

order on Waqf disputes.
Vinod Bansal, spokes-

ing the issue at small gath-
erings and through soctal
media.
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Steely resolve of Mahabali

In tis avataras ke M.
the r:

Kurma, Lord Vishnu slayed

whc were His foes. But in the Vamana ava-

ar, Fie spared Ki

s Larel Marastonlas smmmredt Prahibada that He saisl

oot il s progeny.
Sri

said in a dis-

B
course that His manifestation of Vamana (as a dwarf) was

so
Had the Lord thought. He woul
He chose to be

celibate str:

d hawe dscended ana

o sage Kashyapa and ks wife ACIthE and cherished for.
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king the Lord ap-
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. the King's guru. asc
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The guru said telling lies in times of

Just three feet of space.

e king promised to

ertained the true kien-
ied to prevent the king fr

is not a sin,
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Cabinet approves
health cover for all
aged 70 and above

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, on Wed-
nesday approved health
coverage to all senior citi-
zens aged 70 and above ir-
respective of income un-
der the Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB PM-JAY).

This will benefit nearly
4.5 crore families with six
crore senior citizens by
providing I5 lakh free
health insurance cover on
a family basis.

New card

This scheme was one of
the promises made in the
BJP manifesto.

With this approval, per-
sons aged 70 and above, ir-
respective of their socio-
economic status, will be
eligible to get the benefits
under the AB PM-JAY.

The eligible senior citi-
zens will be issued a new
distinct card under the
scheme.

Senior citizens belong-
ing to families already co-
vered under the AB PM-JAY
will get an additional top-
up cover up to %5 lakh per
year for themselves (which
they do not have to share
with other members of the
family who are below the
age of 70).

All other senior citizens
aged 70 and above will get
a cover up to %5 lakh per
year on a family basis. Se-
nior citizens who are alrea-
dy getting benefits of other

Eligible senior citizens will get
a new distinct card under
Ayushman Bharat scheme.

public health insurance
schemes such as the Cen-
tral Government Health
Scheme (CGHS), Ex-Servi-
cemen Contributory
Health Scheme (ECHS),
and Ayushman Central
Armed Police Force (CAPF)
may either choose their ex-
isting scheme or opt for AB
PM-JAY.

It has been clarified that
senior citizens aged 70 and
above who are under priv-
ate health insurance poli-
cies or Employees’ State
Insurance scheme will be
eligible to get benefits un-
der the AB PM-JAY.

“The AB PM-JAY is the
world’s largest publicly
funded health assurance
scheme, which provides
health cover of %5 lakh per
family per year for secon-
dary and tertiary care hos-
pitalisation to 55 crore in-
dividuals corresponding to
12.34 crore families,” the
Union government said in
arelease.

The expansion of cover
to persons aged 70 and
above was announced by
Mr. Modi in April.



e Cabinet Decision

* The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, approved health
coverage for all senior citizens aged 70 and
above under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY).

* Beneficiaries

* This decision will benefit approximately 4.5
crore families, covering six crore senior

citizens. '
* The scheme provides X5 lakh of free health
insurance per family per year. /
4




* New Card

* Senior citizens aged 70 and above will
receive a new distinct card under the
Ayushman Bharat scheme.

 Additional Benefits

e Senior citizens already covered under AB
PM-JAY will receive an additional X5 lakh
cover for themselves, not shared with family
members below 70.

e Other senior citizens aged 70+ will get X5 '
lakh per year for family-based coverage. /

> 4




* Existing Schemes

 Senior citizens under other health schemes (CGHS, ECHS, CAPF) can

choose to either continue with their existing schemes or opt for AB
PM-JAY.

* World’s Largest Health Assurance Scheme

* The AB PM-JAY is recognized as the world’s largest publicly funded
health assurance scheme, covering 55 crore people and providing X5
lakh per family per year.



Consider the following statements regarding the recent health cover initiative under Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY):

. All senior citizens aged 70 and above are eligible for a X5 lakh free health insurance cover irrespective of
their socioeconomic status.

. Senior citizens already covered under AB PM-JAY will get an additional top-up cover of X5 lakh per year,
separate from the family coverage.

. The scheme allows senior citizens under other health schemes like CGHS and ECHS to opt for both their
existing scheme and AB PM-JAY simultaneously.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)'1, 2, and 3



Centre gives

clearance for
" ‘Mission

Mausam’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet ap-
proved ‘Mission Mausam’
on Wednesday with an out-
lay of 32,000 crore over
two years.

The Ministry of Earth
Sciences will be the nodal
body implementing the
mission. The aim of the
programme will be to bol-
ster research and develop-
ment, and capacity in at-
mospheric sciences,
weather surveillance, mo-
delling, forecasting, and
management.

Critical elements of Mis-
sion Mausam will include
deploying next-generation
radars and satellite sys-
tems .
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Indias sickle cell challenge The multi-agency war against corruption
The in is that the is tackling graft head-on
Among ocher efforts, a large- 10 seek
' ™ v Further, of several
a vital ich reduce the = = = ly started using earthmovers
; PaedicinG for Genting Hkia cell Traauency of tafecrions 1D tevel encroachment ot Iake
&b . improve lhe quality of life for beds and fer zones. It de-
essential medicines Nst; this has patients, remains poor. Serish Nanisetti molished a 30,000 sq ft con-
Dhananiay increased access to it. While serh n@thehindu oo in vention hall that s
h as these will help The way ahead Telangana owned by Telugu actor, Akki-
Rohini detect and trear sickle cell disease, “The Mission can bulld on its initial here is a perception in e 1, in the upscale
Partner, Alstonie there are still many challenges. some of langana the Madhapur area. HYDRAA offi-
Impact, » global estimates these challenges. First, it is Congress government that the hall was
\blic public health 18% of the people affected by Important to stigma is doing its best to stamp out built in the buffer zone of a
health concern. In this article, we consuming firm sickle cell disease in India are related to build corruption. lake and proved it with a 2014
recel treatment. trust in public health institutions. In the anernlxdl ofl'h& 20& encroach-
to build on this momentum. This &s because patients out Awaren: embly created a shift in perception. ment. They also razed proper-
art all stages of treatment: while targeted media the end ol the deuae-long The Anti-Corruption Bu- | ties onging to
gecting screened for the campaigns to bust specific rule of the Bharat Rashtra reau, which is tasked with leader, a Janata Par-
while gectting diagnosed, while (which vary by region and tribe) RS), corruption was checking graft in the official ty leader, and leaders of
and while For this, India could draw from its identified as a source of disen- | machinery, also began nab- | All India Majlis Ittehadul-e-
India bears the world's second Gautam Dongre trying to adhere to nt. experience in tackling polio and tmen: ong voters. A | bing officials who were taking Some of the:
largest burden of this cor A =3 of Nattonel lary ps occur at the HIV. With reduced stigma, CSDS-Lokniti pos bribes. The m BRS go- leaders were detained for a
majority - rotay g Fird diagnosis and tre: chances of sickle cell trait carriers that had while while the de
concentrated in the tribal belt s adherence stages. ing a their carrier status may emerged as a prominent frlendly air aboux it. The TS- | tions were out.
Odisha, Jharkhand, boerd member of corr is is a challenge as also reduce, which would in of State Indus- Of these four agencies in-
Chl Madhya Pradesh, Global Alkance of many people hesitate to seek lead to men giving b cognising this, the ma| Pnajm Approval andSelf- | volved in the fight against cor-
and Maharashtra Sickle Cell Diseaze support due to the to children with has shown that it | Certification System) assured | ruption. three are headed by
Sickle cell disease is caused by a - th the . given that cases are is willing to act against it time-bound clearances for Indian Police Service officers
genetic 3 They often consult traditional often missed First, the Telangana Drugs projects, failing which they and one by an nis-
parents carry the sickle cell trait, healers, who frequent d . there could be mcrmmg Control Administration con- | were deemed to be approved. | trai officer. While
the child has significant chances condition. While scrwenhg 4 ducted rakds on medical The political parties sta-
being the disease. While the public system has a stronger strategy is low-cost with a stores, fact for
e luals have diagn capacity for sickle cell pay-off and especially be and practitioners of fake me& and Self“rd.ﬁwlnn symnx) “an agend;" for this multi-
disc-shaped red blood cells, those disease, there is a historic mistrust effective in areas where the icine. The agens artack
‘with sickle cell dise: of it in tribal areas. As a result, few is ende: fake medicines as well as residential plols up o 75 on ootrupdon. the people are
blood cells take on a crescent . drugs as well as channels through which they square yards and buildings up . Property owners and
or sickle-like shape. The lifespan “The second big drop is around adhe: e suj are coming into the State. The | to 7 metres in height. The prospective buyers who did
of patients &s signifi treatment adherence. No available close to patients, in the department released a x(eady provals came thick and fast, | not about loca-
shortened (to about 40 years) and ient cure is available for bt health and stream of information about and c crept in. ton are now circumspect. Go-
their quality of life is curtailed due sickde cell disease. Ongoing centres. For complications, the lnalpracﬂm and_high- As a result of the Anti-Cor- | vernment officials who be-
to the range of health in gene therapy is interdisciplinary centres of lighted how these medicines jon Bureau’s efforts, a bu- | Lieved everything was
caused by promising, but be and. pose threats umnx who had assets of | business-as-usual are equally
cells, including sickle cell unaffordable for most of the levels should be to heals gove ne more 2100 crore was guarded as some of them have
aemia, recurrent infections, affected population even when it Fourth, ing that all known shut down factories and nabbed In Jam her in criminal
pain, swelling, al becomes available. At present, patients receive d vaccines charged practitioners under | was caught with 26 crore. An | for malfe:
addstion to health relatively inex; drugs such will be crucial; this require relevant sections of the kaw. collects f Ranga- The ernment’s  initia-
issues, patients also suffer from as hydr. ea are effective for catch-up vaccination programmes. Then, teams of the Com- | reddy district was caught tak- | tive, which affects people
the social stigma that is attached most patients if administered with ¥ifth, health in wibal missioner of Food Safety start- Ing a bribe of 28 lakh. The im- across parties mdustries
to this disease. They can the right dosage and frequency. should be operationally ed visiting restaurants, cafes, | pact of the pholoa ofcashon | in Telangana, is a welcome
be deemed However, there is seldom a regular | strengthened by factoring in hostels, and cloud kitchens. | social media has helped shape | change, iy si the
inferior™ and ostracised. Some of ; ‘convenient supply of conditions unique to these areas. e oulno'ns of nu posnm lurruwe about | fight graft in India gen-
them are told that this disease is With over a tons we! on social e governme: erally looks like a political
“God's curse”. In some areas, the support (such as that provided to adequately funded. media vmh the names o( well- m July, lhe .Revanth Reddy , orchestrated for a
condition is attributed to “black TB patients). Key medicines ¥mnally, research should be restaurants and thefr select with a stated
c™. Due to the hereditary to bet Disaster hope this
nature of sickle cell Patients have also said that they the disease and its pathways in Until now, these two de- a.nd Asset Protection Agubcy will become the norm and
patients also face dhnln.ished need to travel long distances to India, and to develop new partments had been accused I¥YDRAA). Armed there is no agenda. But the
marital and social prospect: pick up their In a State d of not doing their job or look- bm.d range or powers ﬁnm question is: will the spectre of
With the Llul\ch ol‘lhe nms-aon in central India, a healthcare members of civil socety must play ing the other way. By cleaning away while
in 2023, the tral government’s professional noted patients a catalytic role, and work with the up two key industries where | land to rellel‘md rescue oper- | stodgy paperwork remains
attention to lhe disease is high_ of this condition travel for more than 200 Central and State ments. paramount, ations, the organisation quick- | the norm in bure: 2
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FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 12, 1974
Bhutto cites Sikkim to get
US. arms aid

India’s increasing competitiveness at the Chess Olympiad

The gathermg Indlan storm

Data for Chess

: Prime Minister nh-nm of

Tabile 1: Historical

i the Chess Table a: Best indrdcual performers across Olympiacs (Open]

armenia

indicated that the arms aid issue would be raised
whsorlthia Secratacy of Seate

Ukraine

s the 45th Chess Olympiad “anne: of Sikkim as yet ot arg\unun
" o e United States to resume

formances in the Open e ar 1| souics unice 18 1 o 15 Mikhail Tal USSR .n’"""..."fn’ie'?v:‘w"“gﬁa i N D:“g XSS T
the .stigious event of team 2 | us. © < 5 20 Anatoly Karpow (Russial Gorrespos of the Washington Post,
chess. India has been ) Russia “ EY E) 1z Yigran Setrosian (USSS) Bhutto has said that by “swallowing up™ suam_
In the biennial event since 1956 ey india has given new credibility to Pakistan’s

3 | roees s v z iz

In ever = U.S. military He has

s = 3 >
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A Asekhine (France)
Matolone [

China

1
B3
s
5 | vasty sepsiov ussm
3
T
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I o o z z Pl Keres (Estania)

n . India’s team com-
prising Grandenasters Arjun Ext-
gaisi, R_ Praggnanand-
haa, Vidit Gujrathi, and P.
Harikrishna is the strongest one

Table 2: Average ELO ratings for teams in the Open section in
the Budapest Olympiad being held currently

Chart S: Indians who played in the Open section in Chess
Olympiads (points per game: ppg versus games played)
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The gathering Indian storm

Data for Chess Olympiads were sourced from olimpbase.org

Table 1: Historical performance in the Chess Olympiad (Open) Table 4: Best individual performers across Olympiads (Open)
| Playe | Games | Points per game
1 Soviet Union 18 1 0 19 1 Mikhail Tal (USSR) 101 0.81
2 | us. 6 6 8 20 2 | Anatoly Karpov (Russia) 68 0.80
3 RiiSeiz 6 3 3 12 3 Tigran Petrosian (USSR) 129 0.80
4 Ry 3 7 ) 12 4 Isaac Kashdan (U.S.) 79 0.80
: 5 Vasily Smyslov (USSR) 113 0.80
5 Armenia 3 i 3 7
6 David Bronstein (USSR) 49 0.80
6 Ukraine 2 2 3 7 :
7 Garry Kasparov (Russia) 82 0.79
L China 2 - d 3 8 A Alekhine (France) 72 0.78
9 Matulovi¢ (Yugoslavia) 78 0.77
20 | India 0 0 2 2 10 | Paul Keres (Estonia) 141 0.76
Table 2: Average ELO ratings for teams in the Open section in Chart 5: Indians who played in the Open section in Chess
the Budapest Olympiad being held currently Olympiads (points per game: ppg versus games played)
' Average ELO Gukesh : Viswanathan Anand
——— ; K Sasikaran
u.s. 2757 0.8 /‘fA Arjun Erigaisi, Nihal
3 i Sarin, Abhimanyu
India 2753 : u kL Puranik
: ® Pragg
China 2724 0.7 1 g L Rafiq Khan
Uzbekistan 2690 T le il
e e
Netherlands 2682 0.6 | . éVIdlt.
Norway 2670 go ° > ¥ r
H L]
Germany 2667 051 Zemnmet. i Ol L .. PHarikrishna
England 2665 L o P8 ® Avg. ppg: 0.5
| S | e i®Ex
Hungary 2663 Rafiq Khan won India’s first 04 1% e i<Cao.. Games played ——
| 2659 medal, a silver, in the Malta ’ = T T T T I T T T T T 1
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Chart 3: India’s performance in Chess Olympiads since 1980 Chart 6: Indians at the Chess Olympiad (performance ELO ratings
(starting ELO rating in left axis W, final position in right axis ) versus games played) in the Open section
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Iranian President Pezeshkian
deepens Iraq ties on maiden trip

-~

already

tran and irag sigred a d,

Mazoud Pezeshiian (left, in Pz(l:..e mited Baghdad on his first

foreign trip as President. The three-day trip comes amad
West Asia sparked by the Gaza war. which

has dean in Iran-backed

2emed groups and complicated irag’s relations with the U.S. AFe

Mexico becomes first country to

-~
Jordaes leading tslamist opposition party
s parliament, tripling its representation in the

seats in the kingdom

CETTY mascES

has won 31 out of 138

house. The islamic Action Front, the pelitical offshoot of the Muslim

Jerdan, came

of other parties after Tuesday's

8
wote, but fell sfy of forming 3 majority, offical results showed. 457

approve

popular election of judges

currert judicial systemn for serving the interests of the clite 4>

Pop singer Tavlor Swift endorses

Kamala Harris for US. President

woicing suppart for M= Harris over Donald Trump, and calling the

. gifted leader” ace

In southern Sri Lanka, a chant
for change in this poll season

Those who seek continuil

think fore an
electon. “Earlier, we voted
for 'y that our fami-

Province. With hardly a
fortnight left for the island

Her dilemma &s not un-
common among Sri Lan-
kan wvoters gearing up for
the September 21 contest.

Over the p: rve years,
the country’s political
landscape and economic
have altered
drastically.
the eight presidential
elections preceding this.
the country’s two major
political camps — the

centre-left Sri Lanka Free-

y see President Ranil Wickremesi

Dire straits: Cuer the past five years, Sri Lanka's politicsl landscape

triggered a mass

20d economic path have altered drastically. Ve ERA SRRUASAN

that not only protested

mavo
cies of
and food ratio:

‘s poli-
import substitution

shortages and power cuts,
but

the old, “corrupt” political
order they despised. The

ning. LR.
her

in a landslide.
Nearly half a century la-

citizens
ed “system change".

Chant for change
It is that chant for change
that has now evolved as

wh
chased away the Rajapak-
sas, they showed they have
the power. In this election,
we need someone new, so-
meone different. We need
change.” says homemaker
Chula

Incumbent Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, who replaced
ousted President Gotabaya
Raups)sa through a paria-

vote, is running as
an

Local and global econo-
mists endlessly debate Sri

ter,
fnghe. who s Mr. Jayewar-
denes nephew. is seeking

take forward

that especially affect fami-
Ties lke Ms. Mihir:
th

His two foremost challen-
gers. Sajith Premadasa and
Kumara Dissa-

ayale, are in opposition.

My
b slmng for his school final
exam, cannot
private tition or transport
for him.”

“We must k hard and
choose Ms. Dis-
sanayake says. “Whoever s
elected must wipe out cor-

cimuiey if Air.
wins, while those de-
cidedly voting for change

nayake_ “Although Mr. Pre-
m. es from an es-
tablished political party,
he never the

erred choi

while

try; says Fathima Rinosha.
aking a case for a known,
even if untested, leader,
Mr. lasa is also
seen as a preferred candi-
date in the hill

southern voters, who have
troubling memories of the
rmed insurrections led by
Mr. Dissanayake's party
fthe Janatha Vimukthi Pe-
ramunal in 1971 and 1987~
89, seem more comforta-
Premadasa,
observes Kurunegala
based women’s rights acti-
vist Sumika Perera_
the same. some vo-
ters say Mr. Premadasa
does not represent a clean

are two sides of the

athna, a trader in the
neighbouri tale
district.

ings
to meet the increased liv-
ing costs and don't save a
plete system overhaul™ he
says, ing “AKD", [as M.
is referred KOI
is the only leader who can
weed out corruption and
bring about change. He is
not part of that corrupt
political class.~
The buoyant endorse-
ment of supporters has
ake

UK. government imposes sanctions
on 10 ships from Russia’s shadow fleet’

LONDON

The U.K. government, on
Wedn,

were circumventing West-
ern ol sanctions.
The announcement
coincided with a trip to Ky-
v by U.K. Foreign Secre-
tary David Lammy and U.S.
Secretary of State Antony
. Who is on a trip to

me UK. and continencal

announced curbs on Iran
for supplying missiles to
Russia.

The EU and Group of Se-
ven countries,

partcipated in

The news coincided with 3 trip to Kyiv by UK. Soreign Secres;
David Lamimy, right, and U.S. Secretary

U.S.led sanctions on Rus-
sian oil, with petroleum

scribed list to 25. The &

wtary
Antany Blinken. 2
ers will not be allowed to
ck at U.. :
“Putin’s war machine is
funded by a dark and illicit
economic system that this

them, transported more
than $5 billion of Russian

misstep for the Kremlin,~
Lamsm d

India is one of the wop
purchasers of oil from Rus-
e = acrve New Delhl has

government is
o destabilising,” Mr. Lam-

Zaliv Aniva, have, between

was ussed by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
Volo-

on Mr.

President had urged India
to stop purchases from
Moscow:.

Nature’s wrath

A mman wades through flood waters on a street in Hanoi on Wednezday, 3= heavy rain in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi brought ficoding to

northern Vistnam. River levels in the country bt 3 20-year high and the death toll from the strongest typhcon in decades passed 150. A%P

Harris gets under Trump’s skin, elicits angry responses in presidential debate

ce France Presse
PHILADELPHIA

Xamala Harris put Donald
Trump on the defensive in
a fiery televised debate on
Tuesday. getting under her
rival's skin as they bauled
for a breakthrough in an
agonisingly close U.S. pre-
sidential election. The De-

S9-year-old U.S.
Vice-President man. .
I(nock former President
Trump off his game in their
first and only scheduled
showdown, which fea-
tured a series of bitter pes-
sonal acks both
sides.

Mr. Trump said after-
wards that the ABC News-

e

hosted clash in Philadel-
phia was his “best debate™
but snap polls and com-
mentators satd M
had won, with
paign quickly challengs

Rims to & second debate 1
October.

With less than two
months untl election day,
Ms. Harris was under pres-
sure to deliver in front of
an audience of tens of mil-
lions after her sudden rise
o the & Democrat-
ic ticket in place of U.S.
President Joe Biden.

Ms. Harris started on
the front foot by surprising

d be-
fore they took to thelr lec-
n kept the

Trump repeatedly

atsed his voice as he hix
back at the Vice-President
on immigration and the

Marmals Harsis speakes duri

economy, branding her a
“Mar:

represents a fresh stare af-
ter the -mess~ of the

ial debate as Donald

re 3
Trump Sstens in Philadelphia on Tuesday. REUTERS

Trump presidency — and
saying: -~We're not going
back”

“Bunch of lies®
Omne of their most ln!ense
exchange: X abor-
on.Mr. ) lnsls(ed
that while having pushed
for the end of the federal

right to abortion, he want-
ual States to

bied

climtnd rafiuse) o ascapd
losing to Mr. Biden in the
3020 clection, before Ty
1 the result.

clashed
hc)' with Mr.

boredom.:”

Trump mpeamcuy
artacked Ms. Harris on

gration, but she also o

ing~ at him. Mr. Trump
shot back by Ms.
Harris of being we

ersive
preparing for the debate,

p had been  repeatedly managed to
¢ 81 million peo- needle Mr. Trump nto fin-

o0 calling him 2 gerjabbing tnstle  and
The former prosecutor She elicited an angry
pointed out that  Mr. response when mocked
Trump is aconvicted felon,  the size of his trademark
called him “extreme~ and  rallies, one of his favorite

said it is ~a tragedy” that
throughout his career he
had used “race to divide

topics, saying thac acten-

ppen.
Mr. Biden said the Har-
ris-Trump debate ~was not
. in a post on X.
presidential de-
bate in June had resulted in
a crushing victory for Mr.
“Trump, after Mr. Biden de-

his reelection

Gees were leaving earty out
of

Gaza rescuers
say 10 killed in
Israeli strike
on school

An Israeli air strike on
Wednesday hit a central
Gaza school. with the Ha-
mas-run territory’s civil de-

nce agen porting 10
Yifiea i ehe tacibiny mirned




MEXICO CITY

Mexico becomes first country to
approve popular election of judges

REUTERS

Mexico became the world’s first country to allow voters to elect
judges at all levels, after protesters invaded the Upper House and
suspended debate on the issue. Outgoing President Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador had pushed hard for the reform and criticised the
current judicial system for serving the interests of the elite. AFp
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World

Taking stoc!

France Presse
BRASILIA

Brazil President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva an-

ment faces mounting pressure to combat 2 ~pan-

demic™ of fires.

Brazil has been parched by a historic drought
that experts link to climate change, fires.
that have spread more easily and produced clouds
of smoke that have reached nelghbouring Uru-

guay and Argent

Srazikan Pressdent Lula on the banks of the
Jaguin river in Manaquin, Amazonas on Tuesdy. A

Brazil’s Lula visits
Amazon as fire
‘pandemic’ rages

tuary of Pantanal.
dr,

sasd in the

Court has m-
mediare Eovernment action to contaln what It has
called a “fire pandemic”, which is also threaten-
ing to destroy the biodiversity-rich
We take the need to combat
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Afghanistan set to begin
work on TAPI pipeline

The S10-billion

the most significant development project for 'l-.l‘!bd‘l’l authorities since they seized power in 2021

ce France Presse
ESLIM CHESHMA

fghanistan said on

complecion on that side of
the bord

Pn:yess on the TAPI pi-
peline — running through
Turkmenistan, Afghanis-
tan, Pakistan, and India —

issues in conflict-ravaged
Afghanistan.

“From today the opera-
thons will start on Afghanis
ams soll” lbm n Bovern

Fabihullah Mu)a.hid aid in
comments broadcast by Af-
ghan state television.
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some 6.7 million

aN-

holiday was declared to
mark the occasion, with
celebrating the
project plastered around
the capital of the same
name.

The pipeline will see
around cubic
Photnesof natal pas each
year extracte
Galkynysh gas field in t.he

Slow progress: Work on the pipeline has been delayed by security issues in Afghanstan. ALE PHOTO
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million per year, according
to Afighan media.
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Blinken, Lammy visit
Kyiv as Ukraine seeks
to hit deep in Russia

K

U.S. Secretary of Stat
tony Blinken and British

Foreign Secretary da
arrived viv on a
Joint visit on W sday,
as Ukraine presses the
West to allow it to use long-
range
Russia.
The rtop  diplomats

war in 3

Mr.  Blinken traveled
from London, where he ac-
cused fran of viding

Antoery Blinken, fight, and
David Lammy arrove 3t Kyre
on Wednesday. AFe

Tuesday, Mr. Shmyhal said
that “if we are allowed to
destroy military cargess or

raine, &t would certainly

ing towards this and will
continue to push for it ev-
ery day

war.
For momnths. Ukraine ‘Ensure safety’

has been appro- to the

wval to use long-range wea-  from fran, he added: ~Rus-

pons from the and
Western allies to strike tar-
gets in Russia, and s ex-
harder gi-
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wen Russta’s Latest reporte
weapons acquisition.

~We hope that long-
range for

sia’s use of weapons from
its terrorist allies to strike
at Ukraine continues their
genocidal war and terro-
rism on our territory. We
st to respond to
such terrorism in kind by
st

nian Prime Minister henys
Shmyhal told Mr. La:

We hope for your b he!p
and suppore

v
on their territory to ensure
greater _safery for our

ther meeong with Mr. Lam-
my in Kyiv as “intense” but
Eave no other details in the
on his Telegram
channel.
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HRW urges Latin American
countries to boost protection
for Haitians, Venezuelans

dimited” int

The report also calls for

BoGoTA on governments to eliminate
s barriers tha hinder the in.

juman  Rights  Watch foccing and
arw) legista-
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called on Latin American
governments to improve
protection schemes, grant
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“onerous visa require-
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work, access to health care
and educadon in South

2 - 1
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By seek asylum
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uate = even if they
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qualify for refugee
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repore.
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Australian
anti-war
activists clash
with police

MELBOURNE

Anti-war protesters in Aus-
tralia clashe,

Proteste
tes, rocks and horse

pepper spray. flash distrac-
tion devices and

U.S.-Russia battle to influence Africa plays out in Central African Republic

BANGUI

Hours after late Russian

private meetin, culmi-
Dating in a deal with the
African

Syoft Global
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Afghanistan set to begin
work on TAPI pipeline

The $10-billion natural gas pipeline traversing Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India is

the most significant development project for Taliban authorities since they seized power in 2021

Agence France-Presse
ISLIM CHESHMA

fghanistan said on
A Wednesday that

work would begin
on a $10-billion gas pipe-
line traversing South Asia
as officials joined dignitar-
ies in neighbouring Turk-
menistan to celebrate its
completion on that side of
the border.

Progress on the TAPI pi-
peline — running through
Turkmenistan, Afghanis-
tan, Pakistan, and India —
has been repeatedly de-
layed because of security
issues in conflict-ravaged
Afghanistan.

“From today the opera-
tions will start on Afghanis-
tan’s soil,” Taliban govern-
ment spokesperson
Zabihullah Mujahid said in
comments broadcast by Af-
ghan state television.

At the border ceremony
in Islim Cheshma in Turk-
menistan, officials on both
sides, including Afghan
Prime Minister Hassan Ak-
hund, hailed the project.

“This project will bene-
fit not only the economies
of the countries participat-
ing but also the countries
of the whole region,” the
President of Turkmenistan
Serdar Berdimuhamedow
said in a video broadcast
live at the ceremony.

However, experts
warned that the project —
which is still not fully fund-
ed — is unlikely to be oper-
ational for another decade.

In the Afghan border
province of Herat, a public

- < ik

Slow progress: Work on the pipeline has been delayed by security issues in Afghanistan. FILE PHOTO

holiday was declared to
mark the occasion, with
posters celebrating the
project plastered around
the capital of the same
name.

The pipeline will see
around 33 billion cubic
metres of natural gas each
year extracted from the
Galkynysh gas field in the
south-east of
Turkmenistan.

It will be pumped
through a 1,800-kilometre
pipeline traversing Afghan-
istan, including Herat and
Kandahar in the south, be-
fore crossing into restive
Balochistan province in Pa-
kistan and ending in Fazil-
ka in Punjab of India.

Pakistan and India will
each purchase 42% of the
gas deliveries, and Afghan-
istan 16%, while Kabul will

also benefit from lucrative
transit fees of around $500
million per year, according
to Afghan media.

Work on the Turkmen
side began in 2015 and was
initially scheduled to start
in Afghanistan in 2018, but
has been repeatedly de-
layed.

Stumbling blocks

India’s commitment to the
pipeline has also previous-
ly been questioned over its
relationship with Pakistan
and easy access to liquified
natural gas markets, which
are seen as potential stum-
bling blocks.

It is the most significant
development project for
Taliban authorities since
they seized power in 2021,
ending their two decade-
long insurgency against

L BT

the foreign-backed govern-
ment.

The pipeline gives the
government, which is not
officially recognised by any
nation, a strategic role in
regional cooperation bet-
ween Central Asia and
South Asia, which is facing
huge energy deficits.

Afghanistan, although
still under economic and fi-
nancial sanctions from the
West, is currently trying to
relaunch ambitious pro-
jects, particularly in ener-
ey, mines and
infrastructure.

At the end of July, Af-
ghanistan and China offi-
cially relaunched a major
copper-extraction project
in the world’s second-lar-
gest known deposit, near
Kabul, which had been
bogged down since 2008.




Trans-Afghanistan pipeline

Route of the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) natural gas pipeline
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* The TAPI pipeline is a major infrastructure project designed to
transport natural gas from the Galkynysh gas field in Turkmenistan
through Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India.

* The pipeline will span approximately 1,814-kilometres and is
expected to deliver around 33 billion cubic metres (BCM) of natural
gas annually.

* It will supply gas to Afghanistan (5%), Pakistan (47.5%), and India
(47.5%) during its 30-year operational period.



* The pipeline is also known as the ‘Peace Pipeline’ due to its potential
to foster regional cooperation and stability.

* The project’s origins trace back to the 1990s, with significant progress
made in 2003, supported by the Asian Development Bank (ADB).

* India joined the initiative in 2008, marking a major milestone in its
development.



* The pipeline is expected to transport 33 billion cubic meters of gas
annually from the Galkynysh gas field in Turkmenistan.

* Significance of the Project:

* The pipeline is crucial for regional cooperation between Central Asia
and South Asia.

 Afghanistan will benefit from S500 million per year in transit fees.

* The project has the potential to support economic growth in the
region, particularly for Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India.



e Security and Operational Challenges:

* Progress on the pipeline has been delayed due to security issues in
Afghanistan and the region’s political instability.

* Experts warn that the project may not become operational for
another decade due to these delays and lack of funding.

* The Taliban government is not recognized internationally,
complicating foreign-backed projects like TAPI.



* Pipeline Route and Distribution:

* The 1,800-kilometer pipeline will pass through Afghanistan’s Herat
and Kandahar provinces, cross into Pakistan’s Balochistan province,
and end in Fazilka, Punjab (India).

* Pakistan and India will each purchase 42% of the gas delivered, while
Afghanistan will take 16%.



* Strategic Importance:

e Afghanistan, struggling under economic sanctions, views TAPI as a key
project for infrastructure and energy sector growth.

* India's commitment to the pipeline has faced challenges due to its
relationship with Pakistan and access to natural gas markets.

* International Relations:

* The project marks a significant development effort by the Taliban since
coming to power in 2021.

* |n July, Afghanistan and China also relaunched a copper-extraction project,
showing continued efforts to boost economic ties and energy projects.



* With reference to the TAPI pipeline project, consider the following statements:
1.The pipeline will transport natural gas from Pakistan to Turkmenistan.
2.Afghanistan will earn significant transit fees from the TAPI pipeline.

3.The project has been delayed due to security and financial issues in Afghanistan.
* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

e (a) 1and 2 only

* (b) 2and 3 only

* (c) 1and 3 only

e (d)1,2,and 3
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ETIME ACHIEVEMENT: SUSHIL AGARWAL

When numbers become a passion

alot of convincing to do.

not just to the Aditya Birla
Group but to the world of

. the

Birta Group can be a tough job, but FE CFO Awards jury
fust A, 1 says he hasen; chose Agarwal as the
of it The group chief Lifetime
officer {CFO) of the illion group

says half in jest that he is looking for
some “calm" and would love to be in

Agarwal, who is an Aditya Birta
lifer, having joined the projects
0 2t Grasim scon after complet -

His felicity with num

“sclling”, and made lots
of packet money work
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thes's general
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Textiles, even though
they were father and
son_It was a lesson on how not to mix
family and business and ensure the
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Another interesting story relates

ing his rights shares in AB Nuvo.
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No plan to
delist MTNL,
says govt
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the end of this year and stast sales in 2027,

Sandeep Kumar, head of L&T
=i

Tata Steel inks £500-mn
grant deal with UK govt

Funding support for £1.25-bn
Port Talbot green steel project

FE BUREAU
Mombai, EEY

TATA STEEL MAS signed a £500-million
grant funding agreement with the UK
government to help speed up the £1.25-bil
fion green steel project at the Port Talbot
steelworks factary.

roject involves replacing the blast
furnaces with clectric are furnace and i

MOVING
FORWARD

= Port Talbot project imv-
olves repiscing blast fur-
naces with electsic arc

Seen to help cut UK's
industrial carbon
izsions by 8% and

emi by
Port Talbot's by 90%

™ -Arnnv\dZSDO,nbs.uve
TA ST Srpectecitobe
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e new electric
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Samsung to lay off 10%b0
of workforce in India

Job cuts across businesses as
slowdown hits Korean major

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, September 11

(MTNL),a senior government official

souTH
and 3

told FE on Wednesday, adding that
reports to B

The comment came in the wake
of a fourfold surge in MTNL's share

major is laying
off around 200 employees at its India
unit, which constitute nearly 109 of

pricein
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the government to merge the foss-
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e S
marketing and support staff in smart-
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malcng Bharat San
char Nigam (ESNL).
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e the MTNL board secently

= part of the global
Festructuring plans and comtain costs,

In India, Samsung has about 2,000 peo-
ple across managerial positions.

Scnusrces said the layoffs are not only hap-
pening in India but across Samsung’s opera-

e gencyforthe formes.  tions globally. The layoffs can be attributed
“Probably, some antto  to a slowdown in its chip business, increas-
> share price (hig) antic

24L%

its market share
in terms of
value, the
highest

from 15.7% last year
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e
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continue to work with the transition board

ing with the UK Steel Comumittee
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mechanism  and  the

and the UKand
econamic regeneration and job creation in
South Wales through the project.

The ofthe

s with the
employee representative.
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werage price is a deter-
mminant in the process.
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MFs turn to large-cap
heavy NFOs again

T SEEMS THAT mutual fund (MF) managers
are going back to the basics, that is. invest in

ments Many new fund offers (NFOs) in recent
months are focussed on large cap stocks at

o b
company’s production.

Continued on Page 7
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here on Thursday to counter
the accusations such as
[clandestine” shestings with
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Retail inflation stays under 4%,
but vegetable prlces up again

Tomato

ces eased, but rural food infla

expect the i

pace to pick up from this

surpassed
month as the base effect fades: rural consumers feel the pmch more: Bihar docked the sharpest inflation at 6.62%

¥ikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ndia’s retail lnﬂ_\(lon

stayed under the

serve Bank of lndlz's
median target of 4% for the
second successive month

ing nally from 4.1% in
July to 4.16%, while urban
inflation stood at 3.14% in
August.

Tomatoes reported the
sharpest drop in_prices,

Marginally
faster

India's ratai

Jomuary 2028 Juty 2020

inflation for August was the
second lowest since June

Desplle the respite in to-
o prices, vegetables in-
fation shot back into dou-
ble-digits to hit 10.7% after
slipping to &:5% in july.
The price of spices fell

would dissipate — the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPD
as up S% last September.

kL he central bank had esti-
average inflation

of 4.4% In the July-to-Sep-

straight month of 10/
price rise.

Kashmir issue is
our priority, not
polis: ATP chief
SRINAGAR

Sheih Abcut Rashid, aka

he

addressed his first public raly

in north Kashmirs e

s release from Tihar Jad >
ay s

Blinken ends his

Ukraine-focused

three-nation trip
WaRsAW

U.S. Secretary of State Antory

Blinken wrapped up a
three-nation, Ukraine-focused

for long-range strikes inside
Russia » PAGE 14

47.9% year-
on-year, and 28 8% on a

fice said that india's 1 food

to spike
Economists reckoned the
pace of price rise would re-
surge from this month, as
the beneficial base effects

term interest rate cuts.

4.8% in September, and

ween 4.4% and
47% in the second haif of

lopment of La Nina condi-
tions which could pose
upside risks to the food in-
flation trajectory in the
near term.

With  India's  GDP
growth undershooting the
RBI's estimate of 7.1% in the

not
out in October. However,

Bank of Baroda chief eco-
nomist Madan Sabnavis
said that the earliest point
for a policy shift may not
arise before December,

the central bank will look

a h-on-month
basis, ﬂw ot was flat

. while -

Price Ind -

The prices of fruits rose
6.5%, while inflation in
Sgme ose i 71400 Groe
6.8% i July. als pro-
Vided some relict: with -
flation easing from over

0 7.3% In Augusz. Inflation

al average of 3.65%. Bihar

Haryana (41250,

asn
and Kerala (4.1%).

Communist veteran
Sitaram Yechury
passes away at 72

NEW DELHL

Communist Party of India

(AIIMS) here on Thursday.
He was 72.

Mr. Yechury was admit-
ted to the hospital on Au-
gust 19 with “preumonta-

had

M. ng
his third term as CPIGD
general secretary, a post to
which he was elected in

r. Ye paid
‘o former West Bengal
Chier Minimer Buddros

feelings, emotions and re-
volutionary Lal Salaam 1o
Buddho Da:~

Big blow, says CPI(M)
Tributes  poured from
across the politcal spec-

Saram Yechury

tum for Mr.

Yechury. a
two-term Rajya Sabha MP.
The CPI(M) Polit Bureau in
a statement said that his
untimely demise at “this

for the CPIGD) and a grie-
ss for the

mocratic and  secular

forces™.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modl oo echoed the
Seiitimens sl midd My Ve
chu as known for his
abllll)' o “connect across
political 53

3 p.m. on September 14 for
the public to pay homage.
The body will then be do-
nated to the AIIMS for re-
search as per his wishes.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE S

Beyond the horizon

Polars Dawn missice. A private crew = making history, with

Daring feat: Jared isascman looks out of 3 hatch, ‘Skywalker’, during the first private spacewalik performed by the crew of the SpaceX
the First spacewalk by non professional astronauts. AFPIREPORT 0%

oo 15

Five States seek fair share of tax, cap on cess

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A conclave of Finance Mi-

nalising” States that per-
form well.
The AMinisters demand-

Kerala CM Pinarayi Wijayan (left)
ith TN Finance Minister
Thangam Thennarasu ()

e-size-fits-all~ Centrally
sponsored schemes. They

suggested that the cesses

&

clave, Ker.
Pinarayi Vijayan
Finance Commission
should factor in the rising
wend in surcharges and
when dr: its re-
commendat} “In the

and

rising trend and now com-
prise around one-fifth of
the Gross Tax Revenue of
the Union. Its direct conse-

Mr. Vijayan said. The de-

mand for a higher share for
States in the taxes collect-
ed by “conti-

nued relevance™, he sald.
The commission, Mr. Vi-
jayan said. has the task of

States-in-need,” he said.

Telangana Deputy Chiel
Minister and Finance Mi-
nister Mallu Bhati Vikra-
marka called for a recali-
bration of the
Ce 3 beNmes of

the
interests of the States with

National Population Policy,
1976,

“In this act of balancing.
the 16th Finance Commis
sion will have to carefully
decide on the tax
tion formula and put to use

thec

Tamil Nadu Finance Mi-
nister Thangam Thennara-
su sald it was Imperative
that the share of States in

the divisible pool was
raised 1o S0%.

Punjab Finance Minister
Harpal Singh ma said

introduction of the
Goods and Services Tax,
while a reform,

f Article 275
o " disbursing grants to

had limited the fiscal auto-
ates.

nomy of St
|

Restive doctors refuse to
meet Bengal CM Mamata
without livestreaming

Shi
OLKATA

Sin,

In a dramatic standoff at
the West Bengal State Se-
cretariat on Thursday,
striking resident doctors

The doctors said their
demand was to ensure
transparency. bur the go-
vernme: sisted that

r, the meeting
Fiala ot e et o
telecast live.

Ms. Banerjee waited for

presspersons.
best to sit with junior doc-
tors. I waited three days
with my highest officials.”
the Chief Minister said.
She said she would not
s the
Easential Services Mainte:
nance Act to force the prot-
esting doctors to end their
strike. but

tors to resume work. She
noted that 27 people had
died over the past month,

Protesting doctors march to the Secretariat in Kolkata on Thursday

sfter th

out of the seven lakh pa-
tients who had been de-
nied treatment due to the
srike. Clalming hat those
not want Jus-

Bice, but —want her chatr—,

Seeking
The doctors said live
streaming the meetin

streamit
taining transparency. If
there can be multiple press
conferences on the inci-
dent, what was the Issue
with live streaming.” asked
one of the protesting doc-
tors, adding that the CM's
remark that protesters
“want her chair” was un-
fortunat
A group of about 30 resi-

r leaders left for 3 meeting with the C}

f Minister. o1

dent

s arrived at the

evenl
clals, including Chief Se-
cretary Manoj Pant, tried
unsuccessfully to convince
them to join the meeting
without livestreaming.

After the Chief Minister
left the Secretariat, the
doctors also returned to
their procest site ar Swas-
tha Bhawan. the headquar-
ters of the State Health De-
partment. However, the
doctors said they remain
open to furure

s have been

anoatis s
when the body of the et
nee doctor was found.

©On Monday, the Su-
preme Court said that if the
doctors fafled to resume
work by 5 p.m. on Tues-
day. the court would not be
able to restrain the State
Eoves from taking

action against them.




Communist veteran
Sitaram Yechury
passes away at 72

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Communist Party of India
(Marxist) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury passed
away at the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) here on Thursday.
He was 72.

Mr. Yechury was admit-
ted to the hospital on Au-
gust 19 with “pneumonia-
like” symptoms and had
been on respiratory sup-
port for the past few days.

Mr. Yechury was serving
his third term as CPI(M)
general secretary, a post to
which he was elected in
2015.

In one of his last video
messages from the hospital
room, Mr. Yechury paid tri-
bute to former West Bengal
Chief Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee on August
22. In an emotional fare-
well message to the former
CM who had passed away a
few days before, Mr. Yechu-
ry said: “It’s most unfortu-
nate that I had to connect
from AIIMS to convey my
feelings, emotions and re-
volutionary Lal Salaam to
Buddho Da.”

Big blow, says CPI(M)
Tributes poured from
across the political spec-

Sitaram Yechury

trum for Mr. Yechury, a
two-term Rajya Sabha MP.
The CPI(M) Polit Bureau in
a statement said that his
untimely demise at “this
crucial juncture in our na-
tional politics is a big blow
for the CPI(M) and a grie-
vous loss for the Left, de-
mocratic and secular
forces™.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi too echoed the
sentiment and said Mr. Ye-
chury was known for his
ability to “connect across
the political spectrum.”

The body will be kept at
the CPI(M) headquarters in
Delhi between 11 a.m. and
3 p.m. on September 14 for
the public to pay homage.
The body will then be do-
nated to the AIIMS for re-
search as per his wishes.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGE 5



 Sitaram Yechury's Passing:

 Communist Party of India (Marxist) general secretary, Sitaram
Yechury, passed away at AIIMS, New Delhi, at the age of 72.

* He was admitted to the hospital on August 19, with pneumonia-like
symptoms and had been on respiratory support.

e Mr. Yechury was serving his third term as CPI(M) general secretary, a
position he held since 2015.



* Tributes to Yechury:

* In one of his last video messages from the hospital, Yechury paid
tribute to former West Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, who had recently passed away.

* Yechury expressed his sorrow in an emotional farewell message, using
the revolutionary greeting "Lal Salaam."



* With reference to Sitaram Yechury, consider the following statements:

1.He was serving his first term as CPI(M) general secretary at the time of his death.
2.Yechury's body will be donated to AlIIMS for research as per his wishes.

3.He served as a two-term Rajya Sabha MP.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?

e (a) 1and 2 only

* (b) 2and 3 only

* (c) 1and 3 only

e (d)1,2,and 3
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Dhankhar ‘Mission Mausam’ to Will not share

targets Rahul
Gandhi over
remarks in US

NEW DELHI

boost radar network
to seed, tweak clouds

of
Leader o the Oppostton
in the Lok Sabha Rahul

i over his statements

cleared on Wedn:
volves a major upgrade ‘o
the

Dhankhar on

==
Joining forces with the ene-
mies of the nation.
Gandhi's statements
on'" the Sikh community
and the issue of reserva-
tion, his criticism of the

ture as well as funding re-
search into better under-
weath,

modificstian,
In the frst tranche of

Ainistry of Sciences,
the al body executing
the ise, o pro-

Fazal,

-
M. Ravichandran

tions™ seeding
louas and. xweamng them
to control the rainfall from
them. “Suppressing rain-
fall ﬁom a dense cloud is

?s‘“ than increasing rain-

fall. There are some experi-
ments Ily to modify
and make them less

prone to lightning. So we

and the support he got | atmospheric pressure, hu o be able to conduct
from Gurpatwant Singh | midity, temperature at va-  such experiments,
Pannun wiggered | rious clevations of the at-  stand the physics with
shar, ore such data  more precision and build
o Tnd the Camera can mean more

am pained and dis- | and precise rain-forecasts. Haed
turbed that some “We will also be setting India’s size and geo-
position have just no laea up a means
of Bharat. They have no | chamber at the Indian In- uu: the weather can vary
idea of Constitution. stitute of 1‘ropscal Meteo- - However
tdea of our natlonal inter- ‘Pune. This will In  there aren‘t e

must be bleeding at what
you see. If we are true
Bhiareiyzs, if wre Dalleva 10
nation, we will never

!lde with the enemies of
. ™ Mr. Dhankhar

sa-d.

rology.
the

years to come help us
model rain ck with
grear precision,” M. Ravi
cretary,

MOES, it ata press con-
ference on Thur:

so would enable
future “weather interven-

-nough

er radars to capture this va-
riability. In the United
States there are 160 radars
or one for every 154 kilo-
metre. India currently has
39 or about one for every
432 km, according to data
presented at the briefing.

Manipur govt. lifts Internet
ban partially in five districts

Mobile data services continue to be suspended: students” group urges Modi to break his silence

and visit the State: miscreants torch healthcare centre in Jiribane curfew on in three districts

SuWAHATI
he Manipur govern-
ment on Thursday
conditionally with-

drew on broad-

band Internet  servi
from a rela-

fvely < calm tmphal Valiey.
nce retu o ji-
Tham districe borderiag

other online-based citizen-

centric services.

Internet services were
in mphal East,

the centre of Manipur — on
September 10 after prot-
ests by students had
turned viclent. The protes-
ters demanded resolution
of the ongoing ethnic vio-
lence apart from the resig-
nation of the State’s securi-
ty adviser, Kuldiep Singh.
and Director-General of
Police (DGP) Rajiv Singh

Shops remained closed in the

Soe Sullog 155 pavtect. thia
and properties of the

Thoubal —
iy Tuesday conti-
nued to be in force too.
The Manipus Police said
33 people had been arrest
ed and seven juveniles ap-
prehended over the violent

against them.” an officer
said. While the Imphal Val-
ley was more or less

the action shifted to Jirl-

areas of Imphal on Thursday
viclence. #T1

market
a3 3n uneasy calm prevailed after the recent

bam district with mis-

creants tor a primary
health centre early on
Nobo-

pur is dire, and it ds
immediate awention from
St of

in the EIP-ruled
Stating that the people

platform with
Mamata, says
Governor

XOLEATA

proprieties”.

The Raj Bhavan said the
Governor wil share
sy pabtlc Platiorm with
the Chief Minister. The Go-
Vernor will als take proac-
tive steps against Ms. Ba-
nerjee  for  violating

of Manipur want
actions to resolve the con-
flict, the NESO sought the
constitution of a high-level
peace committee Involving
from

C€BI questions MLA
The CBI on Thursday ques-
tioned Trinamool

dy was at the
centre when the incident
happened.

There were reports of a

trict but the we
not
Meanwhile, the North
Students’ Organisa-

wisit Manipur to assess the
ground situation personal-
Iy and provide security to

women

Tt pemcatal
“The escalation of vio-

it also deepen the dride
belween communities,
making the prospect of
peace even more elusive,”

un!
“The situation in Mani-

the

of various students’ bodses
of the northeastern States
said.

and murder of a doctor at
the R.G. Kar Medical Col-
lege and Hospital in
Kolkata.

more than 90 minutes.

Need to increase LCA
production to meet
demand: IAF chief

Dinakar Peri
JODHPUR

As the Indian Alr Force

capal
requirements. Mr. Chaud-
hari was addressing a press
conference at the closing
of Tarang Shakti, a multi-

part-
nerships or jolne ventures

Air Chief Marshal V.R. Chaudh:

with private partners to
have

discuss
resumption of
flight services

NEW DELHI

A Chinese del, n met
Union Civil Aviation Minis-
ter K. mmohan Naidu
and d the resump-
tion of flights between the
two countries after a gap of
more than four years.

Mr. Naidu posted lb(‘lll(

3 meeting held on the side-

lines of the second

PM’s visit to CJI's house for
Ganesh puja sparks row

BIUMBALNEW DELHL

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Chief Justice
of India DY. Chandra-
chud's residence on Wed-
nesday, where he partici-
pated in Ganesh puja . has
triggered a political war of

words
e Opposition said !he

lelr had

the

recommending PPP
or joint ventures, he said
i n Aeronautics Li-
mited (HAL) should take
the lead in any model

i February 2021,

the
Defence had

was held on Wedn.
and Thursday.
“This m

moming..., 1hada
courtesy meeting wlxh the
Chinese ed by

the execu-
tive, but the BIP hic back,

criticism
uism.

s the Prime Minis-
ter, visit to the
delay in the hearing of

some key cases and to the
s10 mo-

Mr. Song Zhiyong lo ex-
change vi

re;
strengthening civil aviation
cooperation between the
©

fu actions of the top court.

blic) Ganesh Utsav in 1893

A 16-point document
on judicial values was
adopted by SC in 1997

alists to fight in the free- | Krishnadas

dom struggle. - | New oL

ery Maharashtrian,

prou The in public

dly Ganesh
Utsay; some families for av-
100 years have -
Vicing heir friends and
well-wishers to join in the
prayers for removing vigh-
na (obstacles) from their

life and bringing sukh (hap-
piness). The Opposition’s
myopic vision 15 obsessed
itics

fora and within the legal
fraternity about the pro-
priety of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's  video-
graphed visit to the resi-
dence of Chief Justice of In-
dia DY. Chandrachud to
participate in Ganesh puja
are gr

and their hatred towards
Hindus is once more out in
the open. The people of In-
dia will never forgive the
op for

es
Court Meeting of
preme Court on May 7.
1997

The

high author-

ities like the PM and CJI for

performing Ganesh puja.”
said

a o (e heactar 12 BONE
on before Chief jussice
o we have

wo
promoting the early re-
s

umpton of passenger

s
Goubr IF we will pet pussice
because PM Is the other

pa < will
Chief justice Chandrachud
be w© us justice in

<
the of Values
of Judictal Life” is an iHus-
trative, and not exhaustive,
guide of what is expected

R 3 4
ro
The document is an
illustrative. and not

ive. guide of
Supreme Court and
High Court judges
ecutive has to be correct,

not cordial, and cordiality
and -

Judiciary...,
the responsibilicy of safe-

Maharashtra  Deputy | of Supreme Court and

tered Mr. Raurs criticlsm.  Chief Minister Devendra | High Court judges.

n a he “strong- also termed the nd
the conduecr ofmembers of the

sition leaders for their  hatred against Hindurva®. | higher judiciary must reaf-

shameful stack on Hindu  He said former Chief Jus | firm the people’s fah in

sentiments and our festiv-  tice K.G. the of the judi-

“Lokmanya Tilak #f had
started saarvajanik (pu-

gone to the then-PM's e
dence for an Iftar party,
and nobody had ob
Jected at that time.

Satellite-based
toll system
likely from
2025: official

Sixth edition of The Hindu businessline
Changemaker Awards to be held today

CHENNAL

The sixth edition of The
i inessline Chan-
wards, which

and

and

The Indian

organisations that have
brought change in society,
will be held in New Delhi

Friday.
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala will

Management Company Li-

mited Is preparing bids for

toll chargers, said Anurag

Jain, Secretary, MoRTH.
Th ernment envl.w
toll

give away the awards.
The awards will be given
across six_categories: So-
cial Transformation, Digi-
tal Transformaion, Finan-
cial

track vehicles fitted with
an onboard unit for recefv-
ing signals from the Global
Navigation Satellite System
and radso frequency identi-

fication-based F.
e

Young ulangunake'. tcon-
e and

w category
this year called the Chair-
person’s Award. _This
award is not part of the ju-

TRA

wroubusinessline.
E

CHANG!
B MAKER
awards s

osBl
ry process that other
awards have gone through
a gmiven to an achiever

nd
in the field of education.
Over 950

wvalidated by Nisti Consult-
tion

Changemaker Awards are
presented by SASTRA Un-
fversity as the presenting
partner and powered by
SB1 (State Bank of India).
The event is also support-
ed

Aslan Paints_ Octher mem-
bers of the jury were
Lakshmi Narayanan, form-

LIC (Life Insurance
ration of India), JAK Bank,
NTPC (National Thermal
Power Corporation). Un-
fon Bank of lndh. NMDC
Mineral 1

zant; Suchitra Efla, co-
founder
rector, Bharat Biotech

international: N.S. Nappi-
nal, senior advocate, Su-
preme Court: Supriya Sa-
hu, Chief

were
blic and
were evaluated by The Hin-
du businessline along with

listed nominations
were then independently

Secretary, Department of

Health and Family Welfare,

Government of Tamil Na-
Vi

Jayen Mehta, ‘managing di-

rector, GCMMF.
The Hindu businessline

P
ment Corporation), ES-
SAR. Punjab & Sind Bank,
Swelect » and Indian
Bank  Casagrand is the
realty parmer, while Forti-
net Is the cybersecurity
partner. NDTV 24x7 is the

can be viewed live from
530 p.m. on thblnews/
BCLM2024LS

Air taxis will
be a reality
in India soon,
says Modi
The Hindu Bureau
NewoEoHr

soon be “a
reallly n lndh" Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi said

nisters i the Asia Pacific
region.

“The day & not far when
travel by air taxi will be a
reality,” Mr. Modi said at
the .

nisterial Cor on Ci-

ciary. Accordingly. any act

2f a judge of the Supreme

Court or a High Court,
o= i omctal o  per

sonal . capacity,

erodes the edlbmty o

this perception has tw be

that office is held.” the doc-
ument cautions.
The Campalgn for Judi-

fice-bearer, said the
biished practices of judicial
conduct place an ermy

vil Aviation which is by
hosted in India in collabo-
ration with the UN's avia-
. the Inter-
Aviation
Organization. The confe-
rence concluded on Thurs-

with the adoption of
the Delhi Declaration.

public con-
menm
the

functionaries.

“As then CJI M.N. Venka-
tachaliah put it to former
P!ll'lle Minister

and ensunng ,usuce with-
out fear or favour, must be
seen as entirely 1nd<pen-
dent from the Execus
branch.-  the  statement

advocate Kapil
Sibal, who Is also the Su-
preme Court Bar Assocta-
president, said the
Chief fustice of india was a
man of great Integrity.
“The issue is not the indivi-
Gual: the Issue is what such
a video clip has on the
minds of the people.. If
there is gossip around it, it
is not fair on the institu-
ton. You should not lend
yourself to a simation, to

of India chairperson. ho-
wever said this was merely
a soctal,

Rao, the relationship bet-
ween the judiciary and ex-

and would not affect any
Supreme Court judgments.
Amx




Satellite-based
toll system
likely fro
2025: official

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A satellite-based toll sys-
tem for highways will be
rolled out in the first quar-
ter of 2025, said a senior of-
ficial of the Ministry of
Road Transport and
Highways.

The Indian Highways
Management Company Li-
mited is preparing bids for
toll chargers, said Anurag
Jain, Secretary, MoRTH.

The government envis-
ages a hybrid toll mechan-
ism so that toll booths can
track vehicles fitted with
an onboard unit for receiv-
ing signals from the Global
Navigation Satellite System
and radio frequency identi-
fication-based Fastags.

M
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Busine}fsles Dark patterns pose a growing
wdarn xe on ¥ X Toa
G ot s’ea’le' concern in Indla ] dlgltal landscape
g o et e
cCoMMENT inesses, leadlng lnlow hyesr.a lishing and enforc-
s s N

come mmgml o daily live:

Steely opposition: US Steel i it will shut

headquarters and factories if the deal is blocked . SEUTESS

sroups
Secretary Janet Yellen
© to political pressure when
reviewing Nippon Steel's prop on of
United States Steel. The $14.9 billion takeover,
ember,

mdbyd)eﬁmulnbec . has met with
i Tiarris and Donaid Tram
US Steel warned base week it could shut its

Pennsylvania headquarters and factories if the
deal 12 blocked, after reports sald incumbent Joe
Biden plans to Stop the sale.

he Committee
lhe unl:aﬁ States (€F1US),

The Japan Bisiness Federaton = the country’s
largest business group — wrote to Ms. Yellen
along with the United States Council for
the

Gilobal Business Alliance and others.

“There have been persistent atempts recently

cise the committee’s work from across
the political spectrum. allowing ‘polirics to
rmine the clear and narrow stanitory

mandate of national security.” they said

risk™, warned the letter dated Wednesday and

released to Journalists on Thursday.

“America’s investment will be severely
if such 21 interference prevala®

rend
has emergzd alongside this

Dark patterns. The
deceptive design practices

deep within

websites, and using com-
fusing language to mislead

Digital danger: Dark patterns are increasingly used to mampulate user dedision. GETTYINAGESASTOOC

Businesses have (o adopt
1 by

combat dark patterns, in-
Cinding frt it
vacy Rights Act, Con-

integricy of the destgn pro-

. leading
that” prioritie mianipula-
tion ower genuine lcmg
term user e

The practices fall s
unfair trade practices” ca-
tegory under Consumer

remove these
dark patterns

lines, (hem have

and competitiveness.

bodies are lﬂ\':leaslng!)' (n—
cusing on rk
under consumer pm(ec-
tion laws. Companies that
continue to use these prac-

actions, and damage
reputation, whieh Souid
threaten market posit
Ethical de

Addressing this needs col-
lective effort from stake-
holders. need

complement the eftorts by
educ: consumers
about their rights, helping
identify and report dark
patterns and collaborating
with businesses to uphold
best practices. Technologi-
cal solutions like browser
extensions and plug-ins
further empower users by
detecting  and  warning
against potential dark pat-
terns, ther creasing

to adopt a user-first ap-

necticut Data Privacy Act,  parterns. This focus on
do Privacy Act.  transparen ensures
m,;.,; arty rev iewh ‘md Clients can “easily under-
. Ethical chall s stand use services
Dark patterns pose a signif- clear information
icant ethical chall by  subscription easy
manipulating nsumer o Opt out and can.
did for can-
Beyond specific guide- ansparency and user au-  celling services.

bt sl comouy The cactics expiol Educating  designers

on ethical

nifican

include creating a false
sense of ur; to rush

The Inmimationl space 0 leading Gsers-to. Sciio
of the issue, the Depart- regulate dark paterns. In  that benefit finms nuher
ment of Consumer Affairs, the European Union, regu-  than fostering falrness. By
on November 30, 2023, lations such as the Digital  using misleading informa-
S for Pre- Act (DSA), Gener- tion, hidden fees, or con-
wvention and Regulaﬂon of al Data Protection - fusing navigation, dark pat-
Dnrk Panerns 2023 thon (GDPR) and the Unfair break the
the Di- of honest inte-
e, 2010, identiying 13 rective (UCPD) address the  ractons, making It hard for

common _ da patterns
prevalent in e—com applica-
tions and

concerns. United
Stutes. Variots States Liamrs

urgency
users into making purchas-
es, hiding

and
design practices is essen-
tial for esspo le mova-

confidence in safely nn\'i—
ating digital platforms.

Conclusion
In India’s rapidly expand-
ecommerce land
=cape. the practices u under-
mlne consumer
pose ant risks to Ihe
Sector. Globally,
ies are acting against

indias initiatives, in-
cluding the Consumer Pro-
tection :-commerce)
Rules, and new gui-

2020,
delines are crucial steps in
from

Satite destgn training and

unfair practices.

we can ensure designers
consider the broader im-
pact of the work_ This ap-
proach encourages the

strice regu-
lations and promoting ethi-
cal design, India is posi-
toning ltself as a global
leader in fostering fair digi-

make
This only
hiarms tisers but also rake

of that
are clear and functional
are

tal
(The writer is Partner,
Grant Bharat)

+ Growth concerns

Battie hardened: Eurcp:

can Central Sank (ECB} President Christine Lagarde addresses a press conference on the Eurazone’s moeeta:

o
palicy. at the central bank’s headquarters in Frankfurt. The ECE lowered its deposit rate by 25 basis points to 3.50% 3= inflation is now within

Striking dstance of its 29% target. A

Brazil's hydropower faces risk from
drying river basins, spur inflation

NEWS ANALYSIS

Beuters
SAD PAULO

Soll moisture in Brazil's
main river basins used for
hydropower  generation
has fallen to nearly two-de-
cade lows, data collected
by the London sxo:k Ex-

change Group
theeatesing = ptnl.onged
mpact  from
d.xough( cven after rains
return.

Tropical rains feeding
Emst)'x me rikeriach oll v

low

Sround two-thirds of Bra-
zil's electricity but years of
weak rainfall have hurt the
sector, pushing up energy

costs and stoking inflation
that has led economists to
forecast a fresh round of

much moisture \h‘]“ be ah—
sorbed by the

The Parana.!ba_ Grande
and Tocantins hydroelec-

tric basins,
across sou center-
west and north Brazil,
make up a large part of the
sector’s capacity. LSEG da-
ta shows they hit the low-
est level of soil moisture for
105,

stretching
ast,

shuldown of the Santo An-
tonio plant_in northern
Brazil, one of the langest in
the country.

Brazilian grid operator
ONS has struggled to oper-
ate the system at peak load

tmes, leading to the activa-
tion of expensive th
lectric plants In recent
months.
Growing wind and solar
h

how much power it takes

from those generators.
Sergio Romani, chief ex-
Genial

tariffs by December.

Russia facing stagflation threat
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Russia facing stagtlation threat as war eftort slows growth

Agence France-Presse
MOSCOW

Prices for bread have
jumped so much over the
last few years that Russian
pensioner Oleg Ivanovich
sometimes has to go
without.

But the 67-year-old says
he doesn’t mind having to
make sacrifices for the sake
of Russia’s military offen-
sive on Ukraine.

“We’ll bear with it.
When the special military
operation ends, prices will
return to normal,” he told
AFP in Moscow, using the
official Russian term for
the offensive.

Surging prices — annual
inflation came in at a little
over 9% in August — is just
one of the economic hea-
daches Russia is grappling
with as it has increasingly

CM

militarised its economy
since ordering troops into
Ukraine in February 2022.

Moscow has funnelled
billions of dollars to its ar-
my, soldiers, their families
and weapons makers to
sustain its military cam-
paign — a spending splurge
that helped it defy Western
hopes that sanctions
would push it into eco-
nomic collapse.

But after warning for
months that the economy
was overheating, the coun-
try’s Central Bank has late-
ly started mentioning the
possibility of another, pos-
sibly more challenging de-
velopment: stagflation.

“The shortage of (la-
bour) resources may lead
to a situation where eco-
nomic growth slows down,
despite all the efforts to
stimulate demand, with all

A

Expensive war: Some analysts expect interest rates could reach

20% before the end of the year. AFP

that stimulus accelerating
inflation,” Central Bank
Governor Elvira Nabiullina
said over the summer.

“In essence, this is a
stagflation scenario, which
can only be stopped at the
cost of a deep recession,”

she warned.

‘De-modernising’
Stagflation — a period of
low or stagnant growth ac-
companied by high infla-
tion — would present a
fresh headache for the

Kremlin, which has until
now navigated the eco-
nomic fallout from the con-
flict in Ukraine better than
most believed possible.
Moscow has increased
government spending by
almost 50% since sending
troops into Ukraine, push-
ing up growth and wages.
Unemployment is at a
record low and consumer
confidence is its highest in
15 years. But an exodus of
skilled and unskilled work-
ers — who fled mobilisation
or joined the army — has
created millions of unfilled
vacancies. Sanctions on
Western technology have
also hit productivity and
damaged supply chains.
“In the long-term these
demographic factors and
technological issues will
result in very low econom-
ic growth,” Ruben Enikolo-

pov, a Russian professor at
the Barcelona School of
Economics, told AFP.

“There is a high proba-
bility of a stagflation scena-
rio in 2025 and the years
after. It’s not a certainty,
but high likelihood,” he
added.

That could leave the
central bank — which said
last week it saw “signs of
slowing economic activi-
ty,” and that inflation had
“reached its peak” — with
few options.

It has already raised in-
terest rates to 18%.

Some analysts expect
they could reach 20% be-
fore the end of the year —
the same as at the start of
the conflict, when rates
were hiked rates in an
emergency session to avert
a financial crisis and bank
run after the West imposed

sanctions.

That cost of borrowing
hamstrings many private
businesses, further thwart-
ing growth in parts of the
economy not connected to
the army.

A rate-setting meeting
on Friday will be closely

watched for signs of
whether the regulator
thinks further tightening is
needed.

‘Vicious Circle’
Maxim Bouev, a professor
at Moscow’s New Econom-
ic School, said Russia is
trapped in a “vicious circle
of inflation and military
Keynesianism. The stimu-
lus goes to war, the rest of
the economy gets rising
prices”.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin has hailed mili-
tary spending — which he

puts at “above 8% of GDP”
-- as a great resource that
can drive growth.

But many have doubts
about whether the positive
spillovers are enough to
offset the costs.

“The economy is de-
grading, it is de-modernis-
ing,” said Vladislav In-
ozemtsev, co-founder of
the Center for Analysis and
Strategies in Europe, a Rus-
sia-focused think tank.

“They are switching to
Soviet models, Soviet stan-
dards, Soviet approaches.
Technological advances
are non-existent ... and de-
velopment is very res-
trained,” he added.

Many experts say the
system is unsustainable ov-
er the long-term but see no
short-term economic pres-
sure that could hamper
Russia’s military capacity.

AINX



 Stagflation Threat in Russia:

* Russia faces a looming risk of
stagflation due to surging prices
and slowing growth, linked to its
ongoing war effort in Ukraine.

e Stagflation is a scenario where the
economy experiences stagnant
growth coupled with high inflation,
a serious economic concern.




* Rising Inflation and Economic Challenges:
* Prices, especially for basic goods like bread, have skyrocketed.

* Annual inflation reached over 9% in August, creating economic strain
for citizens like pensioners.



* Government Military Spending:

* The Russian government increased military spending by 50% since the
conflict in Ukraine began, which has fueled growth but also caused
inflation.

* The spending spree has helped sustain Russia’s military campaign but may
have long-term economic consequences.

e Labour Shortages and Economic Strain:

* Russia is facing labour shortages due to mobilisation and the exodus of
skilled workers.

* This shortage hampers productivity and economic growth.



Economic De-modernisation:

Experts warn that Russia’s economy is degrading, reverting to Soviet models and
standards, which limits technological advancement and economic development.

Technological sanctions imposed by Western countries have further exacerbated
supply chain issues.

Interest Rates and Monetary Policy:

* The Central Bank of Russia has raised interest rates to 18%, with the possibility of
further increases to control inflation, but at the risk of deepening economic
recession.

* Some analysts expect interest rates to reach 20% before the end of the year.



1.Long-Term Impact:

1. Despite these economic challenges,
experts see no short-term economic
pressure that would impact Russia's
military capability, though the long-
term sustainability of this economic
model remains in doubt. - o~




Types of Inflation

Different types of

inflation = :
Demand-pull inflation Cost-push inflation

Rising demand in Increase in cost, e.g.
economy rising oil prices

« Core Inflation

IntiIauus 1aLe excluding Intiation caused by rising real
wage
temporary factors

Hyperinflation Imported inflation

Inflation of over 1,000% a year. Inflation caused by rising price
of imports, e.g. due to
devaluation




* With reference to the current economic situation in Russia, consider the following statements:
1. Stagflation is a condition marked by both high inflation and high economic growth.

2.The Russian government increased military spending by 50% since the conflict with Ukraine
started.

3. The Russian Central Bank has raised interest rates to 18% to control inflation.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3
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Head and Zampa star as
Australia downs England

“Travis Head scored a valu.

8 runs n

on

2 175 in 19.3 overs {Head 59, Luingstone

e scores:
3722) 5t Entind 151 1 1.2 overs (Ao

37281,

Rashid returns to Afghanistan
uad for SA ODI series

Rashid Khan has been included n the
T the

squa -y
e i o Africn, e metes vt T

played on September 18, 20 and 22 at the Sharjah

Stadium, which will become the first ground in

the world to host 250 ODis.

fac, Fazaihan Faroocr, 8
d.

Zadran, and Fareed Ahma:

i (capt), Rahmat Shan,

1 Sarmi, Naveed

G is the title

onsor for

World chess championship

&s the title

Google r of the World chess
championship match between Ding Liren
sh,

and D.
3.

FIDE'S

in on
Sutovsky said the game's

governing hndy was thrilled to partner with

a milestone
~Ths
the

s for our sport.” he said.
oAb oratin eings = wew c
the

with
© eleval.e the vmb-‘nty ord\e World Chess
the

of the vt

£lo

0 the mexs Level and Siracring nevw sadien
hally

Indian challenge ends in
Hong Kong Open badminton

“Treesa Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand fought hard

ton on Thursday. Later, h
Soon Huae and Lad Shevon Jemie of Malaysta gor
the better of Sume

eth y
2101, 3220 in mixed doubles pr&quzr(erﬁnzls

Tharun in the last eight of
Vietnam Super 100

Tharun Mannepalli defeated Finland's joaksm

Oldorfr 217, 23-21 e emer the

quarterfin:
00 tournament in Ho Chi Minh

umar Fey Aadya
ourwitted Tatwan's Chen Cheng Kuan and Hung

n mixed d P

als at the

Yu-En 21-18, 21-11, while sixth-seeded Dhruv

Kaplla and Tanisha Crasto scored a 21-9, 217 win
eth and

patriots

T com
‘l'halner, The other Indsans in the

fray made their

Arsenal mana;

T Arteta

new contract till 2027

Arsenal manager 3 Arteta signed a
contract ull 2027 on Thursday. “1 feel

very
inspired, 1 feel challenged, 1 feel supported and 1

want to do much

more than what we've already
2-year-old

e
am mto

ChrySamrinins revoler Lengus thle ial
the

by finishing runner-up in
s pravions Gl v exphring o Gre and of this

season.

cm
*

Lively imteraction: Prime Minister Modi shares 3 Sght mement with the

(Right): The

Broudly Zhow their medals 3t the felicitation function hosted by Indian Off slong with PCL A% & P11

Paralympians meet PM, Indian Oil
announces scholarships at felicitation

Javelin thrower Sumit dedicates his 1o Modi: 10C to introduce medical insurance and sports kits for para-athletes as part of its commitment

PARALYMPICS

NEW DELHI
aving bettered its

previous
medal haul at the
Paris Paralymy the P
is confident of Inching e
er to SO0 medals at the 2028
Games._ Para.l)mplc
Committee of India

dent

them 1o

I
insisted on Thursday that
the coun

in Tokyo to 29 at Paris.
“I want to thank ewve-
ryone for the support
have shown for our para-
athletes. Felicitations and
encouragement from go-
vernment and corporates

will only
do better. 1 am confident
that in LA 2028 we will on-
Iy get better from here.

1OC had signed an MoU
wuh thie PCTin Oeimibier hisk

as part of Its Road to
Paralympics | 2024

Shooting
will win at least 40 to SO (_hzunplonshlps besides

next edi-
tion, Jhajharia said during "PANG ministry secre-
afunction hosted by the n-  tary Pankaj Jain, emphasis-
dian Oil Corporation along  ing the need to e ex-

with PCI here. isting  support. S para

athletes from oil compa-

“The way you have ac-
cepted and supported pa-

ed.” hlgh jumper Sharad

J;welln thrower Sumit
hi

It was a busy day for the
paralympians  who met
Prime

m for constant en-
gement and support.

way to keep the promise
made after P -
pics to bring back another

Blockbuster MBSG-MCFC duel
to kick off a new season

ST

KOLKATA

The 11th season of Indian
Super League will premier
with a contest featuring
two of s most

(MCFC).
There cannot be a better

ISL Cup winner the 1 e
dei

The two heavyweights
have dominated the ttle

&

amo:
themselves in the last two
MCFC bagged a double
League Shield and
the Cup) in the 2020-21 sea-
son beating league-de!
Tant MBSC (formerly ATK
AMohun Bagan).

Right foot forward: Mohun Bagan wil be eager to begin the
season on a high when it meets Mumbai City. SPecie

In the 202223 season,

season.
head-to-] head MCFC
the duel,

~

MCFC bagged a double (League

Shieid and Cup) in the 2020-21

Stason beating league-debutant
TK Mohun

ke

finish with a new look
saenT squad.
NorthEast United l-"_

vious season to win its mal-  Gaisha FO,

On top: Railways Bikram won the men’s 200m butterily.

SPECIWL ASRANGEMENT

Tamil Nadu men set
4x100m National meet
medley relay record

NATIONAL AQUATICS

s
MANGALURG

Nithik Nathella, Danush
Suresh, Benedicton Rohit
md Adhilhyz l)lnﬂh creat-

den shield in front of its

and_Punjab FC (ofnple:e
the line-up from the north
and east while Bengaluru

winning seven out of 10
meetings.

MBSG recorded its Tk
win in the final
ture {on April 15 ar Salt
Lake Stadium) of the pre-

tain thelr supremacy this

FC, FC,
Con, Herala Blasters FC
Snd Hyderabad FC
the challenge from the
south and west to make it a
truly pan-indian affair.

Friday's match:
MBSG v= NCFC, 7.30 pmn

record
o Tt hadubydol:kiﬂg
3:45.665
4x100m med'ley relay In
the 77th Senior National

2
e rr'¥ 203003 Enstesily
The resutts: Winmers: Men:
1.500m freestyle: Ancesh

w3 [Kar) 1606 115 50m
styte: [

natya

Beredicton Rohit. Ad!
Dinesh) 345 665 (NMR; Old:
Services Sparts Control Board
3:47.2250

Women: 800m freestyte: Vret
Agarwal [Tel) 5:16.14= S0m
o Swetraj (B3
26 355 50m
Soubeity Mondal (Ben) 20.14s.
200m butterfly.

Ramacharcrs ouﬂ Triies
“4x100m mediey: Odizha

(Pratyass Rivy, Mannats Mishea,
Sheists Upadiyaye, Sonin Poted

Unnathi bags the gold in 100m
hurdles with a new meet mark

ATHLETICS

CEHENNAL

Unnathi Alyappa won the
100m  hurdles

let-
scs meet here .
though her time here was

scus,
ing the sphere to a distance
of 55.64m while Anisha fin-
ished on top in women's
discus with a throw of
49.91m.

India bagged nine gold

= = J

ina record time. &

medals out of 10 on offer.
o1 am very frustrated
(with my performance).

Just Fi"ar the lase Tl
nute. 1 am not at my peak
due to travelling. I had
come directly from the

L 4
Powering through: Unnathi finished on top in 100m hurdles
gL

World junlors in Péru” Un-
nathi said.
The results (indians, untess
se mentio

Sandun Koshale ISL) 1406.2.
Mayan Pradeo S:

400m: 1 Jay Kumar 46865, 2 J
©rmel Shashintha {SL} £7.17,3. &
Moirarn 7. Jump: 1 R.C.

Neeraj and Sable to
spearhead the Indian
challenge in season finale

DIAMOND LEAGUE

BRUSSELS

Javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra will have lofty ex-
pectations o up to,
while for steeplechaser
Avinash Sable. it would be
an opportunity to make up
for a disa ting show at
he Paris Olympics. when
tha thia’ stxptiidead Dl

mon. season finale
begms in Brussels on Fri-
day. The showpiece will be

held over two d.wg, for the
first time and the field fea-
tures top athletes from all

holder Armand Duplantis,

the big
by ngm up the King Bau-
douin Stadi
Nndmul 'record-holding
eeplechaser Sa-
Bie, after fimjahing 1th 1n
Paris, will be in action on
Friday in his maiden ap-
pearance in the DL season
finale. Neeraj will aim to
end his season on a high
on Saturday.
It is for the first time that

in 32

Prathiksha v
Lakshanya 5.75, 3 MR an
Ohanamgaya (St} 573 unprecedented number of
who
Discus: 1 e
or A 28 60m, Colombo, will fight it out

20181, 2. Amanat Kamboj 46.38, 5

plines.
Pole vaulk world record

Diamond -rrophy S30. 500
prize_mone; wild-
Pira for whe world Amler.
ics Champlonships. The
Tunner-up gets $12,000.
Amx




Google is the title sponsor for
World chess championship

Google is the title sponsor of the World chess
championship match between Ding Liren and D.
Gukesh, beginning in Singapore on November 23.
FIDE’s CEO Emily Sutovsky said the game’s
governing body was thrilled to partner with
Google. “It is a milestone for our sport,” he said.
“This collaboration brings a new dimension to
the competition, blending the tradition of chess
with the innovation of Al. The partnership is set
to elevate the visibility of the World Chess
Championship, taking the broadcast of the event
to the next level and attracting new audiences
globally.”




CTOMPANI PL
New emission norms put
Honda in caution mode
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ECB cuts rates again
as growth dwindles

Ready to quit for people
of Bengal, says Mamata

® SENSEXTOPS 83KINTRA-DAY, @ INVESTORWEALTH JUMPS
NIFTY CLOSES AT NEW HIGH 6.6 LAKH CRTO HIT RECORD

Late charge by bulls

VIVEK KUMAR M

Ashwini Vaishnaw to give
away FE CFO awards today

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, September 12

PANEL DISCUSSION

Sent 12 (close)

25,388

SCALING FRESH PEAKS
saiee
Milestones

Days takan Sor
1,000 pows raty

=
the FE CFO Awards at a glitter-

record their biggest single-day gains in
on Thursday. Both the unctson in Mumbai on Fri-

indsces hit fresh record highs, with the BSE 50 000 day evening (today). The awasds,
2 §3.000 posme mark 8 o in their severnth year,will be
£orhe firt time tn tra day tiade. @ 1= presented to 14 outstanding

Investors® wealth
Gn ® takh crore)

I l mul

Sept 2

said s of China's plans to
cust intevest rates on § 5-exillion me

t306s of 2 rate cut by ¢

o
=
l

i iy
yreskiy options on the Nifty,” UR Bhat, co-

times but has also, for the first
time, clearly demarcated the

The Sensex rose 1.8% or 1,439.55
points to close at §2,962.71, while the

A
sepras W) 0
iclose) 81,523

The late rally saw investors add T6.6
takh mas-
ket capitalization of BSE listed stocks toa
recond T467.4 lakh crore or $5.6 trillicn.

recoy
financial C 5
ackncwicdging their contribn:
tion to the India Inc growth

- FEGLQ
urpassing 82 rits on Au; ’y W

Thiswan siowes 1,000 ¢ rally for the

shares worth T7,695 B Therehas been Semsex — it took 10 days cach for the pre- story. While Sushil Agarwal,
provisional data, o dock one of e the 25,300 pott Lot of Neftyand Brecn  vious tveo 1,000 tance across foreign govern-  group CFO, Aditya Biria Group,
s in recent B gains just ahead of the expery of rts maid China will likely red: ments, Big Tech andotherstake-  will get the award for Lifetime

[y
investorssold T1,800 crore of shares.

been u:lppc.(l,lxlggﬂ'lng 2 rally deiven by

Repo: uce
Eakosoat snboi o iriben Slaa S5 trillion
cth of outstandin,

head of retasl

gai nly partly because of FPI buying. Deepak
Whiile FPT buayine fock themmtat 2 bit St HDRC Sectisitiod daid 16
higher

hey : mgur

ng by FPIs after the
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Inflation up a tad, IIP growth rises
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah Re-elected as Chairperson
of the Parliamentary

Committee on Official Language
(PCOL)



Union Home Minister Amit Shah has been unanimously re-elected as
Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee on Official Language.

He emphasized the need for Hindi to complement rather than compete with
regional languages, aiming to enhance its acceptance across India. The goal is
to have all government systems operate in Indian languages by 2047.




The Eighth Schedule of the Constitution includes 22 languages: Assamese,

Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, Manipuri,
Marathi, Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Bodo,
Santhali, Maithili, and Dogri.

Initially, 14 languages were included. Sindhi was added by the 21st
Amendment Act (1967), Konkani, Manipuri, and Nepali by the 71st
Amendment Act (1992), and Bodo, Dogri, Maithili, and Santhali by the 92nd
Amendment Act (2003), effective from 2004.



* About PCOL

1.Constitution: Established in 1976
under Section 4 of the Official
Languages Act, 1963, to oversee the
adoption of Hindi for official purposes.

2.Membership: Comprises 30 members
(20 from Lok Sabha and 10 from Rajya
Sabha), elected via proportional
representation by single transferable
vote.

3.Functions: Reviews the progress of
Hindi usage for official purposes and
submits recommendations to the
President.
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Indigenous Mpox
Detection RT-PCR kit
Developed



Recently, India has developed
an indigenous Reverse
transcription polymerase chain
reaction (RT-PCR) testing kit for
detecting Mpox (previously
known as monkeypox).

/

These kits are developed by
Siemens Healthcare, Transasia
Diagnostics, and JITM C Genes
which are approved by the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organization (CDSCO).

/




The new RT-PCR kits provide results in
40 minutes, compared to traditional
methods, which take one to two hours.

These RT-PCR kits ensure detection
across both clade | and clade Il variants.

Mpox: Mpox is a viral illness caused by
the monkeypox virus. It has two distinct
variants namely clade | and clade II.




It was first discovered in humans in 1970 in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Mpox spreads through close contact like skin-to-skin,
mouth-to-mouth, or mouth-to-skin interactions, as
well as face-to-face contact (talking).

WHO declared Mpox, a public health emergency of
international concern (PHEIC) twice, the first time in
May 2022 and the second time in August 2024.

The first Mpox cases were reported in India in 2022.
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* The newly constituted Public Accounts Committee (PAC) has taken a
proactive step by selecting 161 subjects for review, including five key
areas like banking reforms and energy transition, mainly based on
CAG reports.

 Headed by Congress MP K.C. Venugopal, the PAC aims to scrutinize
the government’s expenditure beyond formalities, focusing on its
effectiveness and integrity.

* This oversight is crucial given the allegations of crony capitalism and
lack of accountability in recent years.



Aspect

Role

Assistance

Function

Genesis

Membership

Chairperson

Exclusions

Key Functions

Details

Audits government revenue and expenditure,
examining C&AG audit reports after being
presented in Parliament.

Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG)
assists in investigations.

Ensures government spending is within the
scope of Parliament’s grants.

Established in 1921, became a Parliamentary
Committee under the Speaker’s control in
1950.

22 members (15 from Lok Sabha, 7 from Rajya
Sabha), elected annually.

Appointed from Lok Sabha, traditionally from
the Opposition since 1967-68.

Ministers are not members; if a member is
appointed a Minister, they must vacate their
seat.

1. Scrutinizes government accounts and C&AG
reports.

2. Reviews legality, authority, and prudence of
expenditure.



1.With reference to the Parliament of India, which of the following
Parliamentary Committees scrutinizes and reports to the House
whether the powers to make reqgulations, rules, sub-rules, by-
laws, etc., conferred by the Constitution or delegated by the
Parliament are being properly exercised by the Executive within
the scope of such delegation? (UPSC 2018)

 (a) Committee on Government Assurances
(b) Committee on Subordinate Legislation
(c) Rules Committee
(d) Business Advisory Committee



Nightingale Awards 2024
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 The President of India has conferred the National Florence
Nightingale Awards 2024 to Nurses at Rashtrapati Bhavan, New
Delhi.

« National Florence Nightingale Awards

* The Award was Instituted by the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare in the year 1973.

* This award is given as a mark of recognition for the meritorious
services rendered by the nurses and nursing
professionals to society.

« Each award consists of a Certificate of Merit, Cash Award of
Rs.1,00,000/- and a medal.



Ovarian Cancer
Awareness Month



* The American Association for Cancer Research, the world’s oldest and
largest professional organization dedicated to cancer research,
has recognized September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month.

* This month is dedicated to raising awareness about this deadly
gynecological cancer.

* National Cancer Awareness Day is celebrated in India on 7th November
every year to raise awareness about cancer and encourage early detection



* What are the Key Facts Related to Ovarian Cancer?

* About:

* Ovarian cancer is a cancerous tumor that forms in the tissues of an ovary. The
ovaries are a pair of female reproductive glands that make eggs and female
hormones.

* Cancer is a disease in which abnormal cells in the body grow out of control and
form a tumor.



Ovarian Cancer

healthy ovary ovary with cancer
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* Epidemiology: Ovarian cancer contributes to 6.6% of all women’s cancers
in India. The disease is particularly problematic due to late diagnosis,
which significantly impacts survival rates.

* In India, ovarian cancer ranks among the top 3 cancers (after breast and cervix
cancer) affecting women.

* In 2022, India reported 47,333 new ovarian cancer cases and 32,978 deaths.



* Screening Challenges: Unlike breast or cervical cancer, there are no
effective screening tests for ovarian cancer.

* The CA125 blood test, while useful for monitoring diagnosed cases, is not
recommended for routine screening due to its limited specificity and potential for
false positives.

* The CA 125 test measures a blood protein to diagnose or monitor ovarian, fallopian tube, or
primary peritoneal cancer.



* Reducing Risk:Genetic counseling is crucial for women with a family
history or genetic mutation (BRCA1/BRCA2) linked to ovarian or breast
cancer, providing tailored guidance on risk management and preventive
measures.

* A diet rich in fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and antioxidants may help
reduce ovarian cancer risk.



* Maintaining a healthy weight through diet and exercise may lower the risk.

* Regular gynecological check-ups can help monitor reproductive health and detect
potential issues early.
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Top 5 most frequent cancers™

| Males

Lip, oral cavity

Lung

- N

Colorectum

Stomach

Total: 691178

Rank Cancer site Number of cases Percent
1st @ Lip, oral cavity 107 812 15.6%
2nd ® Lung 58 970 8.5%
3rd @ Oesophagus 45 608 6.6%
4th Colorectum 43 360 6.3%
5th @ Stomach 43 060 6.2%
- Others 392 368 56.8%

Number of new cases in 2022, males, all ages

| Females

Others

| Both sexes

Others
Cervix uteri
Colorectum

Lip, oral cawity
Total: 722138
Rank Cancer site Number of cases
1st @ Breast 192 020
Znd @ cervix uteri 127 526
3rd @® ovary 47 333
4th @ Lip, oral cavity 35 947
Sth Colorectum 26 678
- Others 292 634

Number of new cases in 2022, females, all ages

Ovary

Percent

26.6%
17.7%
6.6%
5.0%
3.7%
40.5%

Rank

1st @ Breast

2nd @ Lip, oral cavity
3rd . Cervix uteri

4th [ ] Lung

5th @ Oesophagus

- Others

Cancer site

Breast

Lip, oral cawvity

Cervix uteri

Lung

Oesophagus

Total: 1413 316

Number of cases Percent
192 020 13.6%
143 759 10.2%
127 526 9.0%
81 748 5.8%
70 637 5.0%
79T 626 56.4%

Number of new cases in 2022, both sexes, all ages



* With reference to the treatment of cancerous tumours, a tool called
cyberknife has been making the news. In this context, which one of the
following statements is not correci? (2010)

* (a) It is a robotic image guided system

* (b) It delivers an extremely precise dose of radiation

* (¢) It has the capability of achieving sub-millimetre accuracy
* (d) It can map the spread of tumour in the hody



Saturn's Rings Will Brlefly Disappear in
PAVPAS
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* Saturn's rings will briefly disappear in March 2025 due to their alignment
with Earth, making them appear edge-on from earth.

* This optical phenomenon occurs every 13 to 15 years, with the last
occurrence in 2009.

* Saturn takes about 29.4 Earth years to complete one orbit around the Sun
and is tilted at an angle of 26.73 degrees so rings appear to change
orientation. In March 2025, only the edges of the rings will be visible,
reflecting minimal light.



* Saturn's rings span about 282,000 kilometers in width but are incredibly thin,
measvring just 10 to 30 meters thick.

* The planet has 7 primary rings. Each ring orbits Saturn at different speeds.

* If laid edge-to-edge, Saturn’s ring system could stretch the distance hetween Earth
and the Moon.

* As per NASA, Saturn has the highest number of moons (146) in the solar
system. Like Jupiter, Saturn is a gaseous planet primarily composed
of hydrogen and helium.



* Missions to Saturn: Pioneer 11, Voyager 1, and Voyager 2, Cassini
spacecraft.

* NASA estimates that Saturn's rings will permanently disappear in the
coming 300 million years due to "ring rain," a process that drains
water from the rings at a rapid rate.



Vocab of the day
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Word of the day

Piffle:

trivial nonsense; speak (about unimportant
matters) rapidly and incessantly

Synonyms: balderdash, fiddle-faddle,
chatter, clack, gabble, gibber, blabber, tattle,
twaddle, prattle

Usa g€ His story is complete piffle.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/pifflepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [pif.al/
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