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Protest and Impasse

The deadlock between protesting resident 
doctors and the West Bengal government over 
the resumption of duty in public medical 
institutions continued for a second day.

Doctors set fresh conditions for talks, including 
that no fewer than 30 representatives be 
allowed to meet with Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee and the meeting be televised live.



State Health Minister's Remarks

State Health Minister Chandrima Bhattacharya 
questioned if the doctors were guided by politics and 
reminded them of the need for justice for the rape 
and murder of a resident doctor at R.G. Kar Medical 
College.

The doctors denied any political motivation and 
insisted their demands were conducive to open and 
productive discussions.



Chief Secretary's Appeal

Chief Secretary Manoj Pant expressed 
disappointment with the doctors' refusal to 
engage in talks with an open mind.

The Chief Secretary sent an email urging the 
doctors to resume duty in adherence to the 
Supreme Court's order, which directed 
doctors to return to work by 5 p.m.



Demands and Resignations

The protesting doctors added demands, 
including the resignation of the Principal 
Secretary, Health, and the Director of 
Medical Services.

Parents of the deceased doctor also visited 
the protest site, adding support to the 
ongoing demonstrations.







• Cabinet Decision

• The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, approved health 
coverage for all senior citizens aged 70 and 
above under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY).

• Beneficiaries

• This decision will benefit approximately 4.5 
crore families, covering six crore senior 
citizens.

• The scheme provides ₹5 lakh of free health 
insurance per family per year.



• New Card

• Senior citizens aged 70 and above will 
receive a new distinct card under the 
Ayushman Bharat scheme.

• Additional Benefits

• Senior citizens already covered under AB 
PM-JAY will receive an additional ₹5 lakh 
cover for themselves, not shared with family 
members below 70.

• Other senior citizens aged 70+ will get ₹5 
lakh per year for family-based coverage.



• Existing Schemes

• Senior citizens under other health schemes (CGHS, ECHS, CAPF) can 
choose to either continue with their existing schemes or opt for AB 
PM-JAY.

• World’s Largest Health Assurance Scheme

• The AB PM-JAY is recognized as the world’s largest publicly funded 
health assurance scheme, covering 55 crore people and providing ₹5 
lakh per family per year.



• Consider the following statements regarding the recent health cover initiative under Ayushman Bharat 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY):

1. All senior citizens aged 70 and above are eligible for a ₹5 lakh free health insurance cover irrespective of 
their socioeconomic status.

2. Senior citizens already covered under AB PM-JAY will get an additional top-up cover of ₹5 lakh per year, 
separate from the family coverage.

3. The scheme allows senior citizens under other health schemes like CGHS and ECHS to opt for both their 
existing scheme and AB PM-JAY simultaneously.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3





















• The TAPI pipeline is a major infrastructure project designed to 
transport natural gas from the Galkynysh gas field in Turkmenistan 
through Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India. 

• The pipeline will span approximately 1,814-kilometres and is 
expected to deliver around 33 billion cubic metres (BCM) of natural 
gas annually. 

• It will supply gas to Afghanistan (5%), Pakistan (47.5%), and India 
(47.5%) during its 30-year operational period.



• The pipeline is also known as the ‘Peace Pipeline’ due to its potential 
to foster regional cooperation and stability. 

• The project’s origins trace back to the 1990s, with significant progress 
made in 2003, supported by the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 

• India joined the initiative in 2008, marking a major milestone in its 
development.



• The pipeline is expected to transport 33 billion cubic meters of gas 
annually from the Galkynysh gas field in Turkmenistan.

• Significance of the Project:

• The pipeline is crucial for regional cooperation between Central Asia 
and South Asia.

• Afghanistan will benefit from $500 million per year in transit fees.

• The project has the potential to support economic growth in the 
region, particularly for Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India.



• Security and Operational Challenges:

• Progress on the pipeline has been delayed due to security issues in 
Afghanistan and the region’s political instability.

• Experts warn that the project may not become operational for 
another decade due to these delays and lack of funding.

• The Taliban government is not recognized internationally, 
complicating foreign-backed projects like TAPI.



• Pipeline Route and Distribution:

• The 1,800-kilometer pipeline will pass through Afghanistan’s Herat 
and Kandahar provinces, cross into Pakistan’s Balochistan province, 
and end in Fazilka, Punjab (India).

• Pakistan and India will each purchase 42% of the gas delivered, while 
Afghanistan will take 16%.



• Strategic Importance:

• Afghanistan, struggling under economic sanctions, views TAPI as a key 
project for infrastructure and energy sector growth.

• India's commitment to the pipeline has faced challenges due to its 
relationship with Pakistan and access to natural gas markets.

• International Relations:

• The project marks a significant development effort by the Taliban since 
coming to power in 2021.

• In July, Afghanistan and China also relaunched a copper-extraction project, 
showing continued efforts to boost economic ties and energy projects.



• With reference to the TAPI pipeline project, consider the following statements:

1.The pipeline will transport natural gas from Pakistan to Turkmenistan.

2.Afghanistan will earn significant transit fees from the TAPI pipeline.

3.The project has been delayed due to security and financial issues in Afghanistan.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3











• Sitaram Yechury's Passing:

• Communist Party of India (Marxist) general secretary, Sitaram 
Yechury, passed away at AIIMS, New Delhi, at the age of 72.

• He was admitted to the hospital on August 19, with pneumonia-like 
symptoms and had been on respiratory support.

• Mr. Yechury was serving his third term as CPI(M) general secretary, a 
position he held since 2015.



• Tributes to Yechury:

• In one of his last video messages from the hospital, Yechury paid 
tribute to former West Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadeb 
Bhattacharjee, who had recently passed away.

• Yechury expressed his sorrow in an emotional farewell message, using 
the revolutionary greeting "Lal Salaam."



• With reference to Sitaram Yechury, consider the following statements:

1.He was serving his first term as CPI(M) general secretary at the time of his death.

2.Yechury's body will be donated to AIIMS for research as per his wishes.

3.He served as a two-term Rajya Sabha MP.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3











• Stagflation Threat in Russia:

• Russia faces a looming risk of 
stagflation due to surging prices 
and slowing growth, linked to its 
ongoing war effort in Ukraine.

• Stagflation is a scenario where the 
economy experiences stagnant 
growth coupled with high inflation, 
a serious economic concern.



• Rising Inflation and Economic Challenges:

• Prices, especially for basic goods like bread, have skyrocketed.

• Annual inflation reached over 9% in August, creating economic strain 
for citizens like pensioners.



• Government Military Spending:

• The Russian government increased military spending by 50% since the 
conflict in Ukraine began, which has fueled growth but also caused 
inflation.

• The spending spree has helped sustain Russia’s military campaign but may 
have long-term economic consequences.

• Labour Shortages and Economic Strain:

• Russia is facing labour shortages due to mobilisation and the exodus of 
skilled workers.

• This shortage hampers productivity and economic growth.



• Economic De-modernisation:

• Experts warn that Russia’s economy is degrading, reverting to Soviet models and 
standards, which limits technological advancement and economic development.

• Technological sanctions imposed by Western countries have further exacerbated 
supply chain issues.

• Interest Rates and Monetary Policy:

• The Central Bank of Russia has raised interest rates to 18%, with the possibility of 
further increases to control inflation, but at the risk of deepening economic 
recession.

• Some analysts expect interest rates to reach 20% before the end of the year.



1.Long-Term Impact:
1. Despite these economic challenges, 

experts see no short-term economic 
pressure that would impact Russia's 
military capability, though the long-
term sustainability of this economic 
model remains in doubt.





• With reference to the current economic situation in Russia, consider the following statements:

1. Stagflation is a condition marked by both high inflation and high economic growth.

2. The Russian government increased military spending by 50% since the conflict with Ukraine 
started.

3. The Russian Central Bank has raised interest rates to 18% to control inflation.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3









Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah Re-elected as Chairperson 

of the Parliamentary 
Committee on Official Language 

(PCOL)



He emphasized the need for Hindi to complement rather than compete with 
regional languages, aiming to enhance its acceptance across India. The goal is 

to have all government systems operate in Indian languages by 2047.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has been unanimously re-elected as 
Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee on Official Language.



The Eighth Schedule of the Constitution includes 22 languages: Assamese, 
Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, Manipuri, 
Marathi, Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Bodo, 
Santhali, Maithili, and Dogri.

Initially, 14 languages were included. Sindhi was added by the 21st 
Amendment Act (1967), Konkani, Manipuri, and Nepali by the 71st 
Amendment Act (1992), and Bodo, Dogri, Maithili, and Santhali by the 92nd 
Amendment Act (2003), effective from 2004.



• About PCOL

1.Constitution: Established in 1976 
under Section 4 of the Official 
Languages Act, 1963, to oversee the 
adoption of Hindi for official purposes.

2.Membership: Comprises 30 members 
(20 from Lok Sabha and 10 from Rajya 
Sabha), elected via proportional 
representation by single transferable 
vote.

3.Functions: Reviews the progress of 
Hindi usage for official purposes and 
submits recommendations to the 
President.



Indigenous Mpox 
Detection RT-PCR kit 

Developed



Recently, India has developed 
an indigenous Reverse 

transcription polymerase chain 
reaction (RT-PCR) testing kit for 

detecting Mpox (previously 
known as monkeypox). 

These kits are developed by 
Siemens Healthcare, Transasia 
Diagnostics, and JITM C Genes 

which are approved by the 
Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organization (CDSCO).



The new RT-PCR kits provide results in 
40 minutes, compared to traditional 
methods, which take one to two hours. 

These RT-PCR kits ensure detection 
across both clade I and clade II variants.

Mpox: Mpox is a viral illness caused by 
the monkeypox virus. It has two distinct 
variants namely clade I and clade II.



It was first discovered in humans in 1970 in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

Mpox spreads through close contact like skin-to-skin, 
mouth-to-mouth, or mouth-to-skin interactions, as 
well as face-to-face contact (talking).

WHO declared Mpox, a public health emergency of 
international concern (PHEIC) twice, the first time in 
May 2022 and the second time in August 2024.

The first Mpox cases were reported in India in 2022.



Analysis of Public 
Accounts 
Committee (PAC)



• The newly constituted Public Accounts Committee (PAC) has taken a 
proactive step by selecting 161 subjects for review, including five key 
areas like banking reforms and energy transition, mainly based on 
CAG reports.

• Headed by Congress MP K.C. Venugopal, the PAC aims to scrutinize 
the government’s expenditure beyond formalities, focusing on its 
effectiveness and integrity. 

• This oversight is crucial given the allegations of crony capitalism and 
lack of accountability in recent years.



Aspect Details

Role
Audits government revenue and expenditure, 
examining C&AG audit reports after being 
presented in Parliament.

Assistance
Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG) 
assists in investigations.

Function
Ensures government spending is within the 
scope of Parliament’s grants.

Genesis
Established in 1921, became a Parliamentary 
Committee under the Speaker’s control in 
1950.

Membership
22 members (15 from Lok Sabha, 7 from Rajya 
Sabha), elected annually.

Chairperson
Appointed from Lok Sabha, traditionally from 
the Opposition since 1967-68.

Exclusions
Ministers are not members; if a member is 
appointed a Minister, they must vacate their 
seat.

Key Functions

1. Scrutinizes government accounts and C&AG 
reports.
2. Reviews legality, authority, and prudence of 
expenditure.



1.With reference to the Parliament of India, which of the following 
Parliamentary Committees scrutinizes and reports to the House 
whether the powers to make regulations, rules, sub-rules, by-
laws, etc., conferred by the Constitution or delegated by the 
Parliament are being properly exercised by the Executive within 
the scope of such delegation? (UPSC 2018)

• (a) Committee on Government Assurances
(b) Committee on Subordinate Legislation
(c) Rules Committee
(d) Business Advisory Committee



National Florence 
Nightingale Awards 2024



• The President of India has conferred the National Florence 
Nightingale Awards 2024 to Nurses at Rashtrapati Bhavan, New 
Delhi.

• National Florence Nightingale Awards

• The Award was instituted by the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare in the year 1973.

• This award is given as a mark of recognition for the meritorious 
services rendered by the nurses and nursing 
professionals to society.

• Each award consists of a Certificate of Merit, Cash Award of 
Rs.1,00,000/- and a medal.



Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month



• The American Association for Cancer Research, the world’s oldest and 
largest professional organization dedicated to cancer research, 
has recognized September as Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month.

• This month is dedicated to raising awareness about this deadly 
gynecological cancer.

• National Cancer Awareness Day is celebrated in India on 7th November 
every year to raise awareness about cancer and encourage early detection



• What are the Key Facts Related to Ovarian Cancer?

• About:

• Ovarian cancer is a cancerous tumor that forms in the tissues of an ovary. The 
ovaries are a pair of female reproductive glands that make eggs and female 
hormones.

• Cancer is a disease in which abnormal cells in the body grow out of control and 
form a tumor.







• Epidemiology: Ovarian cancer contributes to 6.6% of all women’s cancers 
in India. The disease is particularly problematic due to late diagnosis, 
which significantly impacts survival rates.

• In India, ovarian cancer ranks among the top 3 cancers (after breast and cervix 
cancer) affecting women.

• In 2022, India reported 47,333 new ovarian cancer cases and 32,978 deaths.

•



• Screening Challenges: Unlike breast or cervical cancer, there are no 
effective screening tests for ovarian cancer.

• The CA125 blood test, while useful for monitoring diagnosed cases, is not 
recommended for routine screening due to its limited specificity and potential for 
false positives.

• The CA 125 test measures a blood protein to diagnose or monitor ovarian, fallopian tube, or 
primary peritoneal cancer.



• Reducing Risk:Genetic counseling is crucial for women with a family 
history or genetic mutation (BRCA1/BRCA2) linked to ovarian or breast 
cancer, providing tailored guidance on risk management and preventive 
measures.

• A diet rich in fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and antioxidants may help 
reduce ovarian cancer risk.



• Maintaining a healthy weight through diet and exercise may lower the risk.

• Regular gynecological check-ups can help monitor reproductive health and detect 
potential issues early.

•
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• With reference to the treatment of cancerous tumours, a tool called 
cyberknife has been making the news. In this context, which one of the 
following statements is not correct? (2010)

• (a) It is a robotic image guided system

• (b) It delivers an extremely precise dose of radiation

• (c) It has the capability of achieving sub-millimetre accuracy

• (d) It can map the spread of tumour in the body

•



Saturn's Rings Will Briefly Disappear in 
2025





• Saturn's rings will briefly disappear in March 2025 due to their alignment 
with Earth, making them appear edge-on from earth.

• This optical phenomenon occurs every 13 to 15 years, with the last 
occurrence in 2009.

• Saturn takes about 29.4 Earth years to complete one orbit around the Sun 
and is tilted at an angle of 26.73 degrees so rings appear to change 
orientation. In March 2025, only the edges of the rings will be visible, 
reflecting minimal light.



• Saturn's rings span about 282,000 kilometers in width but are incredibly thin, 
measuring just 10 to 30 meters thick.

• The planet has 7 primary rings. Each ring orbits Saturn at different speeds.

• If laid edge-to-edge, Saturn’s ring system could stretch the distance between Earth 
and the Moon.

• As per NASA, Saturn has the highest number of moons (146) in the solar 
system. Like Jupiter, Saturn is a gaseous planet primarily composed 
of hydrogen and helium.



• Missions to Saturn: Pioneer 11, Voyager 1, and Voyager 2, Cassini 
spacecraft. 

• NASA estimates that Saturn's rings will permanently disappear in the 
coming 300 million years due to "ring rain," a process that drains 
water from the rings at a rapid rate.



Vocab of the day 





Thank you 
guys.


