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AFTERMATH OF A MURDER

A festival draws

RE-QUALIFICATION ROUND

WHO clears

CEMTRE OFFERS RELIEF

Export restrictions
on onions relaxed
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RELIEF FOR TRUMS
Judge dismisses three

n poll case

WORLD » PAGE 12

near, a city
seethes with rage

Kolkata finds newer

ways to protest
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sTockHOLM TEST
India meets Sweden in
Davis Cup from today

SPORT » PAGE 14
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BJP’'s OBC leader

Jjoins Cong. ahead
of Haryana polls
curuGRAM

Foemer Haryans Minister Karan
Dev Kamboj, who recently
resigned as the O8C Morcha
presicent of the BJE's State
wnit, on Friday joined the
Corgress, accusing the safiron
party of treating the backward
commurity a3 2 mere vote
bank. » PAGE 4

Doctors urge PM
to intervene in
Kolkata case

KOLKATA
The junior doctors protesting
cwer the rape and murder of 3
woman doctor 2t the R.G. Kar
Medicat College 2nd Hospital in
Kolkata have written to
President Droupadi Murmy

2nd Prime Minister n;.m.r.

Supreme Court grants bail, Kejriwal walks free

Bench reinforces conditions from July 12 order
granting Delhi CM bail in a related case under ED

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday ordered

Delhi Chief Minis-
released on regular bail in
a case registered by the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBD in relation to
the now-scrapped excise

icy:

Justices Surya Kant and
Ujjal Bhuyan concurred to
grant bail to Mr. Kejriwal
but differed on the point of
the legality of his arrest.

justice Kant barred Mr.
Kejriwal from visiting the
office of the Minister

granting the Chief Minister
bail in a connected money

Modi secking their

in the imbrogiio. » PAGE 4

laundering case investigat-
edbythel of Ex

forcement (ED).

Justice Bhuyan said he
had “serious reservations™
about the two bail condi-
tions but refrained from
delving further into them

e v
on petitions filed by Mr.
Kejriwal, seeking bail and
the quashing of his arrest
by the CBI on June 26 La-
ter in the day, he stepped

leaders and supporters.

Urgency questioned
While Justice Kant said the

Infirmity™, Justice Bhuyan
chose

Mr. Kejriwal 22 months af-

ter the registration of the
First Information Report in
the case.

Noting that the power of
arrest must be used spar-
ingly and ls not a ruse for
harassment, Just
Bhuyan urged the CBI to e

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan writes separate opinion
questioning timing and necessity of CBI's arrest
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above board in its actions

like “Caesar’s
give the public the percep.
don of

i win: Acvind Kejriwal being welcomed by Aam Aadmi Party workers 3nd SUpporters sfier coming out
of Tihar jail on bad, on Fricay. S K

perception should be that
of an uncaged parrot,” Jus-
iy ot

‘On the cusp of release”
Justice Bhuyan said the
timing of the CBI arrest

pect as the Chief

1 Court order grant-
ing i ball I he money-
laundering case. The ar-
rest’s timing invited the

at AM.
snngh\n had termed the CBI
“insuranc;

Arrest-.
On the point of bail,

parror”.

“In a functional democ-
racy governed by the rule
of law, perception matt

.
right to personal y.
Like Caesar's wife, an in-  The CBI lodged is FIR in

wife- and  vestigating agency must be 2022. So far, fi
above board. Not so lang chargesheets, _ amvalgning
ago, the Court 224 and 17 addi-
had um‘ned the CBI for  tonal accused, were filed
being a rrot. It is  in the trial court. The doc-
imperative Sl e dispel  umentary e was

ers.  this notion. Rather, the ensive.

CBI must be “above board” like Caesar’s wife,
dispel notion of being a “caged parrot”, says SC

“There is no likelihood
of the completion of the
trial in the immediate fu-
3 Justice Kant
surmised.
Justice Bhuyan found no
reason to hold Mr. Kejriwal

slons of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act

The apex coure refused
1o relegate the bail plea to
the trial court. The Bench
dismissed the CBI's appre-
hensions that Mr. Kejriwal
would influence witnesses
and tamper with the
evidence.

The court ordered Mr.
Kejriwal to pay bai
of 10 lakh with two sure-

serving narrative” abous a
sub judice matter, especial-
ly on social media
networks.

MORE REFORTS
» PAGE 3

Railway Board
chairperson
seeks more staff
cHENNAT

Days after taking charge as the
Chairperson and Chiel

Game changers

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, The Hindu Group Chairperson Nismala Lakshman, snd business(ine Editor Raghanir Srinivasan
of The

with

reks, in New

Delhi on Friday. R WOORTHY RREFORT. PAGE 4]

All allegations
are false, they
are motivated,
says SEBI chief
Lalatendu Mishra
SEAL
Securities

Board of India (sl:E[)chau

person Madhabi Puri Buch
and spouse Dhaval Bu

Adani denies link as
Swiss court freezes
$311 mn of ‘proxy’

in a statement issued in
their

fesident in multiple Swiss
ban

rebuttal, with statements
by firms that are clients of
Mr. Buch. which were
named by the Congress,

appears that
annns are being

10 keep the pot boiling ™
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pacity on as part of a

Friday, rejected all aliega- | money laundering probe,

tions made by the Con- | suspect may be a

gress against them, term- | frontman from the Adani

ing the claims -fake. | Group —acharge the con-
Issuing  point-by-point

nied saying it was nelther
any Swiss court
procee

n
.S.-based short-

s \
Swiss investigators suspected
that Chang Chung-Ling was a
mere front for the Adani Group.

stated that a ruling by the
Federal Criminal Court re-
vealed that the Geneva Pu-
blic Prosecutor’s Office was

Re-
ina post on X, cited

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

in a much-awaited move,
the Ford Motor Compa
haz expressed. interes in

company said that further
abou

ing unit ln'lamll Nadu. The
company has submitted a
Letter of Intent (LOD to the
State ent, outlin-
Ing ks intention o utilise

he Chennal plant for ma-
nufaccuring vehicles
export.

The announcement fol-
lows a meeting berween
the Ford leadership team
and Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
Stalin during
to the United
States. The strategic
Wil e the Gacllicy repror:

ture of
other details will

manufacturing and
be dis-

the American major had
announced that it would
seize vehicle production in
india.

Kay Hart, president,
Ford International Markets
Group, announced the de-
cision on Linkedin. “I am

leased to share that today
we are announcing that we
have submitted a Letter of
intent (LOD to the Govern-

Tami Nadu Chief Minister M. Stalin
Motors in the United States earlier this week. X@MKSTA N

ment of Tamil Nadu in In-
dia. ouslining Ford's inten-
tion to utilize our Chennai
plant for
for export,”
Friday.

h executives from Ford

Ms. Hart further wrote

including
with Mr. Stalin during his

visit to the United States.
We appreciate thelr ongo

ng support as we
plored different options for
the plant,” the post read.

“Commitment to India®

“This step underscores our
ongoing commitment to
india as we intend to lever-
age the manufacturing ex-

pertise available in Tamil

right now. I'm excited that
this decision will add to
our growing employee
base in Chennai; our global

and we are planning to in-

plant to make vehicles for export

crease
2,500

that by another
o 3,000 team

dealer s © team, India
is Ford's secondlargest
employee base world-
wide™

Earlier this week, Mr.
Stalin, after meeting the
Ford team in the United
States, posted on X: ~Had a
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than 310 millicn belong.
ing eged frontman

five Swiss banks over
past three years.

“Not been mentioned”
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frontman in- the ultimate benef-

vested in opaque BVL icial owner of the company
& but a

ar almost exclu- mere front. i

funds th:
sively  owned  Adani
stocks,” it said citing the

report.
The Adani Group reject-
as base-

vement in any Swiss court
procee; - “We unequi-
vocally reject and deny the

v
have not been mentioned

[
“Even in the alleged or-
has

der. the Swiss
nesther mentioned our
group

companies, nor
have we received any re-
quests for clarification or

with the team from Ford
Motors. Explored the feasi-
bility of renewing Ford's
three decade parinership
with Tamil Nadu, to again
make in Tamil Nadu for the
workd.~

from any such

has in any
Swiss court

nor have any of our com-
pany accounts been sub-
by

or ¥ bo-
dy. We reiterate that our
overseas holding structure
is fully dis-

Ject to
any authority.” it said.

The Swiss media outlet
Gotham City, in its report,

. and compliant with
all relevant laws,” the con-
glomerate sald.




Supreme Court grants bail, Kejriwal walks free

Bench reinforces conditions from July 12 order I Justice Ujjal Bhuyan writes separate opinion
questioning timing and necessity of CBI’s arrest

granting Delhi CM bail in a related case under ED

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday ordered

Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal to be
released on regular bail in
a case registered by the
Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) in relation to
the now-scrapped excise
policy.

Justices Surya Kant and
Ujjal Bhuyan concurred to
grant bail to Mr. Kejriwal
but differed on the point of
the legality of his arrest.

Justice Kant barred Mr.
Kejriwal from visiting the
office of the Chief Minister
and the Delhi Secretariat
or signing official files un-
less it was required and ne-
cessary for obtaining clea-
rance/approval of the
Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi. These conditions
were adopted from the July
12 order of the apex court
granting the Chief Minister
bail in a connected money
laundering case investigat-
ed by the Directorate of En-
forcement (ED).

Justice Bhuyan said he
had “serious reservations”
about the two bail condi-
tions but refrained from
delving further into them
as they were part of the Ju-
ly 12 order in a different
case heard by a coordinate
Bench of the apex court.
His restraint would mean
the two bail conditions
would now be effective.

The verdict was based
on petitions filed by Mr.
Kejriwal, seeking bail and
the quashing of his arrest
by the CBI on June 26. La-
ter in the day, he stepped
out of Tihar jail to a re-
sounding welcome by AAP
leaders and supporters.

Urgency questioned

While Justice Kant said the
CBI arrest warranted no in-
terference as it did not suff-
er from any “procedural
infirmity”, Justice Bhuyan
chose to write a separate
opinion questioning both
its timing and necessity
without mincing words. He
questioned the urgency
shown by the CBI to arrest
Mr. Kejriwal 22 months af-

Big win: Arvind Kejriwal being welcomed by Aam Aadmi Party workers and supporters after coming out
of Tihar jail on bail, on Friday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

ter the registration of the
First Information Report in
the case.

Noting that the power of
arrest must be used spar-
ingly and is not a ruse for
harassment, Justice
Bhuyan urged the CBI to be

above board in its actions
like “Caesar’s wife” and

give the public the percep-
tion of an “uncaged
parrot”.

“In a functional democ-
racy governed by the rule
of law, perception matters.

Like Caesar’s wife, an in-
vestigating agency must be
above board. Not so long
ago, the Supreme Court
had castigated the CBI for
being a caged parrot. It is
imperative that CBI dispel
this notion. Rather, the

perception should be that
of an uncaged parrot,” Jus-
tice Bhuyan wrote.

‘On the cusp of release’
Justice Bhuyan said the
timing of the CBI arrest
was suspect as the Chief
Minister had been at that
time on the “cusp of re-
lease” from jail following a
Special Court order grant-
ing him bail in the money-
laundering case. The ar-
rest’s timing invited the
view that it was meant to
“frustrate” Mr. Kejriwal’s
release, he observed.
Senior advocate A.M.

Singhvi had termed the CBI
arrest an  “insurance
arrest”.

On the point of bail,
both judges agreed the
continued incarceration of
Mr. Kejriwal violated his
right to personal liberty.
The CBI lodged its FIR in
August 2022. So far, five
chargesheets, arraigning
224 witnesses and 17 addi-
tional accused, were filed
in the trial court. The doc-
umentary evidence was
extensive.

CBI must be “above board” like Caesar’s wife,
dispel notion of being a “caged parrot”, says SC

“There is no likelihood
of the completion of the
trial in the immediate fu-

ture,” Justice Kant
surmised.
Justice Bhuyan found no

reason to hold Mr. Kejriwal
captive in the CBI case
when he had already been
granted bail multiple times
under the stringent provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act.

The apex court refused
to relegate the bail plea to
the trial court. The Bench
dismissed the CBI’s appre-
hensions that Mr. Kejriwal
would influence witnesses
and tamper with the
evidence.

The court ordered Mr.
Kejriwal to pay bail bonds
of 10 lakh with two sure-
ties and barred him from
making any public com-
ments about the CBI case
to avoid “building a self-
serving narrative” about a
sub judice matter, especial-
ly on social media
networks.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 3



* Supreme Court Grants Bail to Arvind Kejriwal:

* The Supreme Court granted regular bail to Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal in a case filed by the CBI related to the now-scrapped excise
policy.

e Justices Surya Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan concurred on granting bail but
had different opinions on the legality of Kejriwal's arrest.



e Bail Conditions:

e Justice Surya Kant barred Kejriwal from visiting the Delhi Secretariat
and signing official documents unless required and cleared by the
Lieutenant Governor.

* These conditions were part of a previous July 12 court order related
to a connected money laundering case under the Enforcement
Directorate (ED).



e Justice Bhuyan's Opinion:

* Justice Bhuyan expressed reservations about the bail conditions but
did not delve into them as they were part of a previous order.

* He questioned the timing of Kejriwal’s arrest by the CBI, calling it
suspicious as it appeared to “frustrate” his earlier bail order in a
money-laundering case.



* On Kejriwal’s Arrest:

* The CBI's urgency in arresting Kejriwal
after 22 months of investigation was
qguestioned, with Bhuyan stressing
that the agency must act “above
board” like “Caesar’s wife.”

e Both judges ruled that Kejriwal’s
continued incarceration would violate
his personal liberty, dismissing
concerns about witness tampering.




* Public Perception and CBI's Role:

e Justice Bhuyan emphasized that in a democracy, “perception
matters,” and that the CBI should dispel the notion of being a "caged
parrot."

* The court also cautioned against the abuse of arrest powers and
asked the CBI to act responsibly.



1.Bail Terms:

1. Kejriwal was ordered to pay X10 lakh
in bail bonds with two sureties and
refrain from making public
comments about the case to avoid
creating a “self-serving narrative.”
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Adani denies link as
Swiss court freezes
$311 mn of ‘proxy’

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Swiss authorities have fro-
zen $311 million (X2,610
crore) held by a Taiwanese
resident in multiple Swiss
bank accounts as part of a
money laundering probe,
suspecting he may be a
frontman from the Adani
Group — a charge the con-
glomerate vehemently de-
nied saying it was neither
involved in any Swiss court
proceedings nor were any
of its accounts subject to
sequestration.

The U.S.-based short-
seller Hindenburg Re-
search, in a post on X, cited
a Swiss media outlet report
to state that “Swiss author-
ities have frozen more than
$310 million in funds
across multiple Swiss bank
accounts as part of a mo-
ney laundering and securi-
ties forgery investigation
into Adani, dating back as

early as 2021”.
“Prosecutors detailed
how an Adani frontman in-

vested in opaque BVI/
Mauritius & Bermuda
funds that almost exclu-
sively owned Adani
stocks,” it said citing the
report.

The Adani Group reject-
ed the allegations as base-
less, saying it had no invol-
vement in any Swiss court
proceedings. “We unequi-
vocally reject and deny the
baseless allegations pre-
sented. The Adani Group
has no involvement in any
Swiss court proceedings,
nor have any of our com-
pany accounts been sub-
ject to sequestration by
any authority,” it said.

The Swiss media outlet
Gotham City, in its report,

Swiss investigators suspected
that Chang Chung-Ling was a
mere front for the Adani Group.

stated that a ruling by the
Federal Criminal Court re-
vealed that the Geneva Pu-
blic Prosecutor’s Office was
investigating alleged
wrongdoing and more
than $310 million belong-
ing to an alleged frontman
for billionaire Gautam Ada-
ni have been sequestered
in five Swiss banks over the
past three years.

‘Not been mentioned’
The Swiss investigators
suspected that the asso-
ciate, Chang Chung-Ling,
was not the ultimate benef-
icial owner of the company
under investigation but a
mere front. The Adani
Group, however, said that
the court order was not
linked to them and they
have not been mentioned
init.

“Even in the alleged or-
der, the Swiss court has
neither mentioned our
group companies, nor
have we received any re-
quests for clarification or
information from any such
authority or regulatory bo-
dy. We reiterate that our
overseas holding structure
is transparent, fully dis-
closed, and compliant with
all relevant laws,” the con-
glomerate said.

AINX



* Swiss Court Freezes $311 Million:

* Swiss authorities froze S311 million (X2,610 crore) in Swiss bank
accounts held by a Taiwanese resident.

* The freeze is part of a money laundering probe related to a suspected
proxy for the Adani Group, though the group denies any involvement.



* Adani Group's Denial:

* The Adani Group has categorically
denied any connection to the
frozen funds or any Swiss court
proceedings.

* They stated that none of their
accounts are under sequestration,
and the Swiss court has not
mentioned the group in its order.




* Hindenburg Research Report:

* Hindenburg Research cited a Swiss media report stating that Swiss
authorities have frozen these funds as part of an investigation into
money laundering and securities forgery dating back to 2021.



 Allegations of a Frontman:

* Prosecutors believe that the funds invested in Adani stocks via
opaque structures (BVI, Bermuda) were held by a frontman for the
Adani Group.

* The group maintains that its overseas holding structure is fully
transparent and compliant with all legal requirements.



1.Court’s Findings:

1. The Swiss Federal Criminal Court's
ruling revealed that the Geneva
Public Prosecutor’s Office was
investigating more than $310 million
linked to an alleged frontman for
billionaire Gautam Adani. —




* Consider the following statements regarding the recent money laundering probe
linked to the Adani Group:

1.Swiss authorities froze S311 million held by a Taiwanese resident suspected to be a
frontman for the Adani Group.

2.The Adani Group acknowledged involvement in Swiss court proceedings related to
money laundering investigations.

3.Hindenburg Research linked the frozen funds to opaque offshore structures
associated with Adani stocks.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
e (a) 1 and 2 only

e (b) 1 and 3 only

* (c) 2and 3 only

e (d)1,2,and 3



Ford to reopen its T.N. plant to make vehicles for export

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In a much-awaited move,
the Ford Motor Company
has expressed interest in
restarting its manufactur-
ing unit in Tamil Nadu. The
company has submitted a
Letter of Intent (LOI) to the
State government, outlin-
ing its intention to utilise
the Chennai plant for ma-
nufacturing vehicles for
export.

The announcement fol-
lows a meeting between
the Ford leadership team
and Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
nister M.K. Stalin during
his visit to the United
States. The strategic move
will see the facility repur-

posed to focus on manu-
facturing for global mar-
kets, as part of the
company’s ambitious
“Ford+ growth plan”. The
company said that further
information about the na-
ture of manufacturing and
other details will be dis-
closed in due course.

Nearly three years ago,
the American major had
announced that it would
seize vehicle production in
India.

Kay Hart, president,
Ford International Markets
Group, announced the de-
cision on LinkedIn. “I am
pleased to share that today
we are announcing that we
have submitted a Letter of
Intent (LOI) to the Govern-

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin with executives from Ford
Motors in the United States earlier this week. X/@MKSTALIN

ment of Tamil Nadu in In-
dia, outlining Ford’s inten-
tion to utilize our Chennai
plant for manufacturing
for export,” she wrote on
Friday.

Ms. Hart further wrote
that the decision follows
multiple meetings with the
Tamil Nadu government,
including one last week
with Mr. Stalin during his

visit to the United States.
“We appreciate their ongo-
ing support as we have ex-
plored different options for
the plant,” the post read.

‘Commitment to India’
“This step underscores our
ongoing commitment to
India as we intend to lever-
age the manufacturing ex-
pertise available in Tamil
Nadu to serve new global
markets,” she wrote.

Ms. Hart also said: “For
right now, I'm excited that
this decision will add to
our growing employee
base in Chennai; our global
Ford Business Solutions
team based there is already
more than 12,000 strong
and we are planning to in-

crease that by another
2,500 to 3,000 team mem-
bers in the next few years.
When you add that with
our engine manufacturing
team in Sanand and our
ongoing customer and
dealer support team, India
is Ford’s second-largest
employee base world-
wide.”

Earlier this week, Mr.
Stalin, after meeting the
Ford team in the United
States, posted on X: “Had a
very engaging discussion
with the team from Ford
Motors. Explored the feasi-
bility of renewing Ford’s
three decade partnership
with Tamil Nadu, to again
make in Tamil Nadu for the
world.”
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Henry Ford Company
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Worldwide
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Jim Farley (president &
CEO)

Automobiles
Performance vehicles
Luxury vehicles
Commercial vehicles
Automotive parts

A 4.4 million vehicles
(2023)

Ford
Lincoln
Motorcraft

Automotive finance
Vehicle leasing
Vehicle service

Revenue

Operating
income

Net income
Total assets
Total equity

Owner

Number of
employees

Divisions

vellvie seivice

A US$176.2 billion (2023)
A US$5.46 billion (2023)

A US$4.33 billion (2023)
A US$273.3 billion (2023)
¥ US$42.80 billion (2023)

Ford family (2% equity; 40%
voting power)
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* Ford Motor Company's Plan:

* Ford plans to reopen its
manufacturing unit in Tamil Nadu
(TN) for vehicle production aimed
at export markets.

* The company has submitted a
Letter of Intent (LOI) to the TN
State government outlining this
plan.




 Chennai Plant's Role:

* The Chennai plant will be repurposed to
focus on manufacturing vehicles for global
markets, contributing to Ford's ambitious
"Ford+ growth plan."”

* Further details on the type of vehicles to be
manufactured will be disclosed in due
course.



* Ford's Commitment to India:

* The reopening is part of Ford's ongoing
commitment to India, leveraging

manufacturing expertise in TN for global
markets.

* India remains Ford's second-largest

employee base worldwide, with over 12,000
employees in Chennai.

/
7




e Tamil Nadu Government's Involvement:

* The decision follows multiple meetings between Ford's leadership
and Tamil Nadu's Chief Minister M.K. Stalin, including discussions
during his visit to the U.S.

e Mr. Stalin mentioned on social media that the discussions explored
renewing Ford’s three-decade-long partnership with TN.



* Consider the following statements regarding Ford Motor Company's
recent announcement:

1.Ford plans to reopen its Tamil Nadu plant to manufacture vehicles for
export markets.

2.The decision was announced after meetings between Ford executives
and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin in India.

3.Ford's employee base in India is currently its largest worldwide.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* (a) 1 and 2 only

* (b) 1 and 3 only

* (c) 2and 3 only

e (d)1,2,and 3



THE HINDU

News
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CHENNAR

BJP’s OBC leader
joins Cong. ahead
of Haryana polls

The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

Former Haryana Minister
Karan Dev Kamboj,
recently

oBC

first Haryana
BP Ieaders to resign from
all part soon after it
Felfused Ies first Hst of can-

Muk.herjee and preferred
the traitor:

His resignation just days
before the Assembly elec-
tion could harm the R
electoral prospects
fts stronghotld GT Karnat
Road belt comprising Ku-

vily o1 votes in
s e boj
said the BJP did not respect
the public own

lasses
would unite to destroy the

Karan Dev Kamboj

arrogance of BJP and form
the Congri

Doctors urge President, PM
to intervene in Kolkata case

Mamata announces financial relief of 22 lakh to kin of those who died due to ‘disruption of health

services’ senior doctors threaten strike if S

KOLKATA
day after talks bec-

ake pl r the insis-
tence of the doctors to liv-

Welcoming him and
gthers 1o the Cong

the State government on

former Chief Minister Bhu-
pinder Singh Hooda said
they had taken the right

cality. That is why its big-
fgest OBC leader had to quit
the party.” he said.
r. Kamboj was seeking
aw mﬂ from elther indsi
sears.
The BIP felded tarmeont

<ul relief for the families of
those wh due to the

L\ledhal College and Hospt.
in Kolkata.

o Banerjee said that
=20 precious lives have
been lost due to disruption
in health services because

In  another develop-
ment. the Kolkata Police
have registered a case
el ety ftes
four-year-old child died at
the N.R_S. Medical College
and

crime
Jjustice, and so that we, the

w
a senior officer of the Kol-
kata Police. no

under the West Bengal

cian present at the
hospital when the child
was brought in for
treatment._

ces a token finan-

de-

cause of their strike.

The Junior
doctors have written to
President Droupadi Mur-
mu and Prime Mj Na-
rondra Nodi seeking their
intervention in the imbro-

rdid times

Health D
be

to the President by the
West Bengal Junior Doc-
tors® Fromt

The resident doctors,

the State Health Depart-
ment

fore your Esteemed Excel-

. cons
nued their stir on Friday.
They demanded removal
of Kolkata Police Commis-

ate govt. takes any action against protesting medics

sioner and officials of the
Health Department

Senior doctors of State-
run hospitals have come in
mappoxt af the priotesting

e oppo-
sition polirical Torces have
conspiracy to at-
(ack the protesting junior
doctors to defame the go-
wernment and the rull
party. Mr. Ghosh played an
audso clip at a press confe-
rence in which two per-

accused in rape and
murder. Sanjay Roy. the ac-
cused, Is L d at a cor-
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spawned several start-ups,

marked by a pulsating per-
cussion performance by
Sumesh Narayanan and a
stirring account of an ad-
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lash Tomy. Union Fi-
nance Minister

train, for redefining travel
for Indians.

"Teacher, inventor, en-
trepreneur and mentor
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der whose the
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ven In seven categorles -
Digital Transformation, So-
cial Transformation, Fi-
nancial _ Transformation,
Young Changemaker, fcon-
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Trinamool

ua Moitra files complaint
with L. al

inst SEBI chief

Comgress MP Mahua Moitra on Friday
lodged a complaint with the

T SEBI

chairperson Madhabi Puri Buch alleging ~quid
which

pro quo.

. =My LokPal .u;nnst

Ms.
physical form. LokPal

st within 30 days refer

hysi
it to CBI/ED for a pxehmmuy investigation and
The

n a full FIR enaquiry”

US. short-seller

posted on X.

offshore funds linked to the conglomerate.

Kashmir Mi

lim bodies’
amalgam opposes Wagf Bill

An amalgam of M

s, the

ustim refigious bod!
Mutanhids Majlis-e-Ulema (MMU, has wiitten a
detailed letter to the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) and opposed the Wagf
Armendmert Bill, 2054 In the letter. the MMU
has “Hlustrated deep concer:

appreh
MO 4p0

ns

ension” abour the Bill and request

meeting of the MAMU dele;
kesman said.

meusmasummomvm religious
nd

Snfharities

he said.

Mirwaiz Umar Farcoq. als
MMU's meeting in Si

from attending the

o Valleys chief cleric,
rinagar.

“It's unfortunate that repeatedly 1 am being
targeted and detained. It belies the claims of
normalcy,” the Mirwaiz said.

Centre tells Manipur el to
submit regort by Nov. 20

of Inquiry (Cob.

The er Commission
biee} it year by the Ministry of Home

to probe the
asked

ur ethnic violence has been
nion

0 submit its report to the Ul

rnment as

ible, but not later

Zove: as possible,
uun Nowvember 20; The Col has recefved around

Slicgation of carnpla.lm so far. The last date to
e affidavits

submix th

as January
2023, the Mimsn—y Sbpointed the Col
Lamba, er Chief Justice of the Gauhati

. form

24.On June 4,
headed

Asal
High Court. The other members are Himanshu
shekhar

held its first sauing on November

and Aloka

ible but not later than six
first s

Ing e cal

mueda

said,

. The "
commlsgon shall submit its report to the

Tndia literacy in Australia can unlock bilateral potential’

t_hL (_h() uf the ~\u~1m1u India ln~1|lulc. Savs a better u'ndel'\tdrk.h

NTERVIEW Tia Shacier et Ins both
Maritime Security regions.
Dialogue recently took
Lisa Singh place, covering issues Considering Australia’s
such as mari unique position |
o in hnpomn(
isa Singh. the CEO  assistance, disaster is India as a partner in
L of the relief, taclding these regional
dia a lead- the
licy

first woman of South Asian
heritage to be elected to
the

She s in India to meet
with a wide range of stake-
holders invested in the de-

and policy-focused fellow-
ship that the Al Institute
offers.

She discusses some of
the key areas of focus for
Canbersra and New Delhi as
they seek to lift bilateral
thes to an ever-higher level.
Excerprs:

cn g

uated between two oceans
— the Indian and Pacific —
there’s a significant role we
must play in leadership
across various issues like
maritime domain aware-

assis-

India s an obviocus and
trusted partner in this re-
. Our relationship has

-

ian

= wnh lnd.u cuuld boost lhe eounom reLmun.\hap hen\een 1hL two
2 relief

supporting the Indo-Pacific
region. Both nations want a

way was that no istand
leaders were present at the
dialogue, is someth-
ing we Pl i address: I

the next tteration of the dia-

ndo-
Pacinc, and we P oatd o
hance our muktilateral en-
gagement In organisations
tike the Indian Ocean Com-
fmlesices GOC) and shie T

Assocta-
lon CORA). India 1s Siready
playing a role in these fo-
rums, and Australia should

logue. 0 be held
i Fiji next year. Our aim is

island leaders
the Indian
Ocean and the Pacific to

als and renewable energy
present major opportuni-
ties for both countries, but

Education and research

evolved from under the to unlock the full an ob-  You that collaboration are crucial
mhare I wes duringtha CSRsabEtc? of our economic  server country in the 1OC. Australian businesses pillars of the India-Austra-
Cold War era when relationship. have been slow to lia relationship. We're al-
were on opposite sides of  The economic relationship with India. How re: wor on several
the india Austra-  The ministerial do you see this iniciatives, like the We
Now, we have a Comp: lia is not where it could be,  two-plus-two dialogue 2 what in STEM Fellowship, which
hensive Strategic Partner-  despite some ey 3 needs to be done? fosters excl ceen
ship (CSP), which streng-  derthe Coopera- researche: from both
thens our bilateral  tion Trade nt  Indiaand Australia. But There is definitely room for  countries.  Additionally,
relationship. The CSP  (ECTA). While its good that  what more can we'l
brings together important  tariffs have been oved, beyond this to have tes aining
aspects such as ministerial- e ng more The Kolkata Dislogue was a  ally focused onthe US. and  in India. where Australian
— our 22 1beli discus-  Ei ri d can help train In-
e between the ¥o-  be doing much better. in supporting the and  more hina. Ho-

s e i the lack of
rst among Aus-
tralian businesses Ml
how to engage with ndia.
We call this “India litera-

. we argue That

india, focusing on support-

ing island states_ It touched

on issues like economic
and

ton
Iy in smaller Island states.
However, one key takea-

changes can significantly
pen our tes.
With inputs from

Disha Bahety
Full interview is availa-
bie at bit hwTisasingh)

Amx
Q

-+




ICF, maker of Vande Bharat, is Changemaker of the Year

Businessline Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a glittering ceremony
marked by a pulsating per-
cussion performance by
Sumesh Narayanan and a
stirring account of an ad-
venturous feat by sailor Ab-
hilash Tomy, Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman presented The
Hindu businessline’s Chan-
gemaker of the Year award
to the Integral Coach Fac-
tory (ICF), the manufactur-
er of the Vande Bharat
train, for redefining travel
for Indians.

Teacher, inventor, en-
trepreneur and mentor
Ashok Jhunjhunwala, un-
der whose stewardship the
IIT-Madras Research Park
developed dozens of cut-

ting-edge technologies and
spawned several start-ups,
was crowned Iconic Chan-
gemaker of the Year.

Receiving the award on
behalf of the ICF, U. Subba
Rao, its General Manager,
said: “The PM asked us to
put out more such trains in
the fastest time. We are
proud to say that 12 more
trains will be rolled out
across India.”

Seven categories

The sixth edition of the
event saw awards being gi-
ven in seven categories -
Digital Transformation, So-
cial Transformation, Fi-
nancial Transformation,
Young Changemaker, Icon-
ic Changemaker, Change-
maker of the Year, and the
Chairperson’s Award. The

s 54

Nirmala Sitharaman

presenting the award to ICF GM U. Subba Rao

in New Delhi. With them are THG Publishing Chairperson Nirmala
Lakshman and businessline Editor Raghuvir Srinivasan. RV. MOORTHY

Digital = Transformation
winner was the Goa-based
Molbio Diagnostics, which
is helping in early detec-
tion of infectious diseases
by bringing critical diag-
nostics services right to pe-
ople’s doorsteps.

In Social Transforma-
tion, there were two win-
ners - the Wildlife Trust of
India, a name synonymous
with the right to passage
for elephants and an or-
ganisation that has rescued
and rehabilitated bears,

rhinos, elephants, vul-
tures, whale sharks and
more; and Design for
Change, a movement start-
ed by the Ahmedabad-
based Kiran Bir Sethi,
which works to make chil-
dren the future change-
makers of the world.

The Financial Transfor-
mation award was given to
Mann Deshi Mahila Saha-
kari Bank, which has trans-
formed the financial land-
scape for rural women.
India’s youngest chess
world championship chal-
lenger, D. Gukesh, got the

Young Changemaker
award.
Earlier, inaugurating the

event, Nirmala Lakshman,
Chairperson of THG Pu-
blishing Private Limited,
said, “Impactful change

begins with vision.” She ad-
ded, “Changemakers are
those who strive to change
the present paradigm.”

The 2024 awards func-
tion was presented by Sas-
tra as presenting partner
and powered by SBI. The
event was also supported
by associate partners LIC,
J&K Bank, NTPC, Union
Bank of India, NMDC, Es-
sar, Punjab & Sind Bank,
Swelect Energy and Indian
Bank. Casagrand was the
realty partner, while Forti-
net was the cybersecurity
partner. NDTV 24x7 was
the television partner. The
knowledge partners were
Ashoka and Deloitte, while
the validation partner was
NIITI Consulting. The on-
line streaming partner was
DailyHunt.




* ICF Awarded Changemaker of the Year:

* Integral Coach Factory (ICF), the
manufacturer of the Vande Bharat trains,
was awarded The Hindu Businessline's
Changemaker of the Year.

* The award was presented by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.

* ICF's role in redefining travel for Indians

through the Vande Bharat trains was
highlighted.




* |ICF's Achievements:

* U. Subba Rao, ICF’s General Manager, accepted the award and stated that
12 more Vande Bharat trains would be rolled out across India soon.

e Other Notable Awards:

* Digital Transformation Award: Goa-based Molbio Diagnostics for its role in
early detection of infectious diseases.

* Social Transformation Award: Jointly awarded to the Wildlife Trust of India
for its work in rescuing animals and Kiran Bir Sethi’s Design for Change
initiative.



* Financial Transformation:

* Mann Deshi Mahila Sahakari Bank received
the Financial Transformation Award for
improving the financial landscape for rural
women.

* Young Changemaker Award:

* Chess prodigy D. Gukesh was awarded the
Young Changemaker Award.




* Consider the following statements about the recent
Changemaker of the Year awards:

1.The Integral Coach Factory (ICF) was awarded the
Changemaker of the Year for its role in manufacturing
Vande Bharat trains.

2.The Young Changemaker Award was given to Molbio
Diagnostics for its early detection technology.

3.The Social Transformation Award was won by Wildlife
Trust of India and Design for Change initiative.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
e (a) 1 and 2 only

e (b) 1and 3 only

* (c)2and 3 only

e (d)1,2,and 3
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Vijava Puram. says Amit Shah

Shah said,

on X, Mr.
‘coloni

“While the earlier name had a

Segacy. Sei Vijaya Puram symbolises the victory
eved &

Rodiamean & Nicobar Liands: Saiqee role in the

= The island territory that

once served as

same.”
the naval base of the Chola Empire is today
poised the critical base for our strategic and

development aspirations, the
added.

Union Minister

Railway Board Chairman
flags shortage of manpower

~ Satish Kumar hi;

In a letter to the Finance Minis!

CHENNAL

ays
char

.ner !aldng

dul rman and
Chief Executive Officer of
the Railway Board, Satsh
Kumar has raised concerns
about the critical issue of
shortages in

Atindstry,
lighted

growth in railway
tructure, particularly the
in new lines and

DRDO completes preliminary
trials of indigenous light tank

The Defence Research and Development
s (DRDO)

preliminary automotive trials of the Indian light
tank, Zorawar, meant for deployment in

high-altitude areas, it said on

Friday. “During the

feld trials conducted in the desert tesrain, the
Light Tank demonstrated exceptional

performance. efficiently
. In'the initial

meeting
phase, the tan|

all (he tmended

achieved the

required accuracy,” the

DROO said

in a statement. The tank is expected to be

handed over to the Army by

T 2025,

officials said_Zorawar has been developed by the
DRDO in collaboration with Larsen & Toubro.

crains, and emphasised the
need for the creaton of

large number of vacancies
across various depart-

Stitch i time: Mr. Kumar's concerns are set against the backdrop
of 2 series of major accidents over the Past WD YEars. RAGARA SOPAL

especially in safety-
relared Toles, has been a
long-standing demand of
trade unions.

1nc;
He ponted out that creat-
ng new posts required ap-
proval from the Depart.
ment of Expenditure, and
noted the slgnificant i
crease in capital expendi-
ture the Railways —
from %148 lakh crore in
2019.20 1o £2.62 lakh crore
in 2023-24. This

trains would have to be op-
erated, which required in-
creased manpower for
Brotts touin opesations and
infrastruct mainte-
nance. The creation and
expansion of new assets

and lines in the Raflway= al-

s need for creation of new posts; he says more staff needed for safe operation of trains

need for the Ministry of

Railways to granted
authority to n-ga-
zetted

e nos
in essential sa-
es.

Underlining the urgent

need for more manpower,
Mr. Kumar noted that the

creased from
March 2019 to 15,564 in
March 2024, which was a
59.86% increase. This
growth was accompanied
By a rise in the number of
loco sheds,

Ahead of Assembly
polls, export curbs on
onions, basmati eased

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHL

Almost 10 months after it
prohibited onion exports.

the country’s largest anlon

produ

government _had
banned the export of the
chen

and running rooms (rest
houses for rain crews). Ad-
ditional manpower was re-
quired to operate these lo-
comotives  for _ both
passenger freight
trains and to maintain the
associated assets.

staple last December, fear-
ing domestic shortages af-
ter a weak monsocon. In

was ex-
tended till further orders,
even as some shipments
were allowed based on di-
plomatic requests from

anienlia; il number of
ase from 656 in

to all safety parameters for

clearance by the Commis-

sioner of Railway Safety.
Given that

March 2019 to 1436 in
he num-

some

Poll impact
Onion farmers had turned
restive as these extended

Ma
ber of lifts by
196%. E

with safety norms was pa-
urnoum in train opera-
critical

iy Tiacl 1ad 1o = wub-
stantial rise in assecs, ne-
cessitating lequiate man-
power for ¢ e, e ate
train operations.

meet the ambitious
targets set for 2030, more

activities like mattenance
of racks, bridges, locomo-
tives, wagons,
o signaliing equipment
was not feasible. There-
fore,

Mr. Kumar stressed the

was
completed over 63.456 km
of route. compared to

ings andaSI 4% Increase \n
freight loading

201920 and 2023-24, lhe
Chatrman sasd.

with high

the
APIC Market in Solapur. P71

merce Ministry notified the
removal of the MEP condi-
tion, within hours of which
the Finance Ministry is-
sued a diktat slashing the

on onions

monitor export contracts

an
global prices and
In May, ahead of the Lok

of a 40% export duty and
an MEP of $550 per tonne.
On Friday, the Com-

“for any pric-
e e tane Of Dastantl
rice exports.
MeamhRe Snoaties te

ed from &5 current Octob-
er 31 sunset date, ull
December 31, this year.

2 lakh places to be identified

for cleanliness drive:

Minister

‘The Cenrtre will identify two lakh very difficult

P
Bharat Mission. These spats, to be
would

Cleanliness Target Unks,
mapped thr

called
be identified and

a portal, Unéon Housing an

Urban Aﬂairs Minister l\lanohar Lal sa:d on

Friday. The

rfves at various sites Mics tourist Jocatlons,

tic

Petition seeks
awareness on
crimes against
women

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Coust on Fri-
day sought the Centre's

areas,

Soliets, public milets. water bodles, o0s. and

es through collective

action. As of now,

5.500 spots have already been identifed.

on a public inter-
est litigation to raise aware-
stitu-

Two Army personnel
killed in gunfight with
terrorists in Kishtwar

SRINAGAR

Two Army personnel, tn-
r Commis.

fight with terrorists in the
higher ma:hes of Jammu
and

Chouhan announces start of
new phase of PMAY scheme

Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh

letters to

20,000 Benoiiciatios 1o el tion Bouna
Jharkhand on September 15. Under the new
houses

phase, two crore
rural areas and one crore in
beneficiaries will also

constructed in

1 other amenities such as

Once this is done, the next
step would be to try to find
measures to revolutionise
the male mindset in the
country and instill in them
the fear of the law,” the pe-
cition sai

The petition, filed by se-
nior advocate Aabad Pon-

Qstrice, security offcials
sasd on Friday.

at Kishrwar,~ the spokes-
man xald

Four personnel
were u-.;umd i the gunbat-
te and two of them — JCO

the officials said.
(General Officer

manding) White Knight
Corps and all ranks salute
of

“Goc
Com-

NMC’s revised guidelines for
MBBS curriculum still has
deficiencies, say activists

Bindu
NEW DELHI

Perappadan

Rights groups want
the reintroduction

the The Medical Com-
thie. boweliearas; © olfer: | mbsicn hes relasisd e
deepest Medi-
e families. the Army caion Crarimm

(CBME-2024)  guidelines

Bfted to an Army hospml

the twoweek foundation

der fire. Activists said the
had

course, there
of com-
petencies that were man-
datory in the 2019 curricu-
lum (Seven hours).
Psychiatry continues to
refer to “gender identity

no mention of key terms

ders ing  imme-
diate revision of the
guidel

Satendra Singh. a dis-

o,
ability rights activist, said

ability” without acknow-
ledging diversity. The re-

vised ment
dropped  -lesbianism-,
“sodomy~, and other such

terms from the MBBS sylla-
bus.

In the new syllabus, the

ries of gender, and sexuali-
ty-based identities and
rights in India, as well as

viour.
ual d D and

tation or intersex varia-  der rights groups have de-

tions as the

Furthermore, paediatrics tion of the mandatory

annkmguamr, Ioﬂzt (a.:u-ry. gas connection and da, questioned the legality | Naib subedax lean Kumar  after He further added that  and Transgender Per-

power = ocal allocacion for Jharkhand of laws that make death pe- | and Se; Singh — mentata Socal T hoapleal. e eight hours has the subjects focus solely on  sons Protection Act, 2019

TS 10kR houses.- he sa nalty mandatory. Tater aiodt of chels i injurtes,  (With PTY inputs) dedicated to ~sports” in  the management of -dis-  in the curriculum of ethics.
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Trivikrama’s gift to Mahabali

When He descended on earth as Vamana and took viswa-

roopam as Tr

smreyy ehas ke Esipion st Ha:
good asura, who is charitab

3ct of charity as inviolable, e indocd
satd I Perundevi.

Damal
When

Aditi
habal.i the Lord took avat.

ONN

lng the umbrella

honourable, and values the
beloved of the Lord,

prayed mme  Snkeey of thie devas from Ma-

mana. Short in starure,

Vai
in tegas, ciad like 3 Brahmachar: and carry-
and the kamandala

8

¥ Dt wes bnpm or

a

3

6

CIFFICULTY RATING Y she e e

Solution 10 previous puzste
BEOEEE Doo@o;

rushed to wash His feet with water, and later sprinkled the
same on his head, a scene brilliantly visualised and narrat-

ed by
alms Vamana

na's response

soughe_ Vamna
seridel arul [If you have three feet of Tand. give] - Ma-

king thanked his guru for showing him that God

was present and offered Vamana the three fees of land_ Va-
mana at once grew in stature as Trivikrama, spearing the
skies. piacing one foot there and the second foot below

the earth.

on the

Lay
sround. v with his hands folded, his atma filled with bhakti,
‘When

Sotusion v Sudome
139|857624
782364915
6.4 5 9 7
321 547 6
857146392
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498571263
57 36921as8
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Toot oF Tand. Mahaball ofcred £ e Taendl, In total applica:
tlon. Teiviiruin place] His fiaf on Maliashall, rriade hin
world and

king of the nether

blessed Him.
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Port Blair to be renamed Sri

Vijaya Puram, says Amit Shah

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Friday said
that Port Blair, the capital city of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, will be renamed Sri Vijaya
Puram to “free the nation from colonial
imprints”. Announcing the decision on X, Mr.
Shah said, “While the earlier name had a colonial
legacy, Sri Vijaya Puram symbolises the victory
achieved in our freedom struggle and the
Andaman & Nicobar Islands’ unique role in the
same.” The island territory that once served as
the naval base of the Chola Empire is today
poised to be the critical base for our strategic and

development aspirations, the Union Minister
added.
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DRDO completes preliminary
trials of indigenous light tank

The Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) successfully conducted the
preliminary automotive trials of the Indian light
tank, Zorawar, meant for deployment in
high-altitude areas, it said on Friday. “During the
field trials conducted in the desert terrain, the
Light Tank demonstrated exceptional
performance, efficiently meeting all the intended
objectives. In the initial phase, the tank’s firing
performance was rigorously evaluated and it
achieved the required accuracy,” the DRDO said
in a statement. The tank is expected to be
handed over to the Army by August 2025,
officials said. Zorawar has been developed by the
DRDO in collaboration with Larsen & Toubro.




Indigenous Zorawar Light Tank:
Why is It Called '‘Brave and Strong'?

Developed by L&T in collaboration with DRDO

Field Artillery Coaxial machine gun
FV433, 105mm 7.62 mm

Mass Persons
25t 3
Speed

70 km/h

Horsepower Offroad
1000 35/40 km/h

Source: DRDO SPUTNIK
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Two German naval

were heading into the Taiwan Strait on

Friday, the country’s Defence Minister said in BerSn. in 3 voyage

expected to spark 3 pro

simple one, which we have atways.

test from Beging. “And the message = 3 very

PRETORIA

South Africa President si;

contested Bill in test for uni

RELTERS

Presicdent Cyrit Ramaphosa signed 3 disputed education Bl into
implernenta

faw on Friday but delayed

tion of two that had

threatened to fracture South Africa’s nearly three-month-old unity

waters

are imtermational waters,” Boris Pistorius told presspersons. v

naticnat urity forged

. 1t was the first major test of the government of
after Moy elections. e

JERUSALEM
UNRWA

staffer ‘shot and killed” in

Israeli raid in occupied West Bank

Russian securi

chief Sho

meets Kim Jong-un in N. Korea

-~
The UN agency for Paestinian refuj
Abed one of its em)

ssraeli raid in the occupied West Bank, the firs
than a decade. UNRWA said the employee was “shot and killed on
the roof of his home by 3 sniper™ v

pees sai
=, was killed this week during a3n

d on Friday Sufyan Jaber

t susch death in more

The head of Russia’s Security Council Sergei Shoigu met North

Korean leader Kim Jong-un on Friday, Moscow said,
Kremlin signed 3 defence pact with Pyongyang. Tl
ammunitien to continue it= offersive in Ukraine and

Mozcow

25 the West accuzes Pyongyang of sending arms to Moscow. v

Biden, Starmer to discuss
long-range weapons for Kyiv

Prime Minister Stanmer’s visit to W3

on comes with Kyiv shi

for

ermission and

Russia warning that giving Ukraine the green lght would mean NATO was “at war” with Moscow

WASHINGTON

he leaders of Bri-
tain and the United
States meet on Fri-

day in Washington
whether to les Kyiv fire
Western-provided -

Starmer’s visit to President

e Starmmes; Loft Uil < Farsh Secvutany it s at fie

Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskowv said Presi-
Viadimir  Putin’s

that Mr. Biden, who is wary
rovoling a nuclear con-
flice, was read: et Uk-
raine deploy Briviah and
French missiles using U.S.

Sratish.

technology bur not LS.
ade missile:

tin's warning. Mr. Starmer
rold UK. a

Friday. s
accused them of

Bul London dismissed
the claims as “completely
and

with him that ~Russia start-
ed this conflict. Russia ille-

sia can end this conflict

a sign of increasing

tensions, Russias FSB se-
Tity service announced
on Friday that the accredi-

ration of six British diplo-
ats had been withdraw

!hey were a tefor-tat mea-

after &t sla
res:rlcﬂon: on Russian di—
plo

“The talks come at a time
when Mr. Biden is on his
way out of office and No-
vembers United States
election s a toss-up bet-

ween Democrat Kamala
Harris and Republican Do-

nald Trump.
Mr. Trump repeatedly
refused to take sides on the

Harris o
Ingonly: =1 Want the war to

Mr. Starmer is_set to
meet Mr. Biden In the Oval
Office at 2030 GMT but has
no scheduled meetings at
this stage with Mr. Trump
or Ms. Harris,

His visi is also ammed at
papering over differences
‘ar in Gaza.

restrictions on some wea-
pons to Israel. voicing con-
cern that they could be

declined to criticise Bri-
cain’s decision, but Polirico
reported that Washingron
had asked London what it
would take to change

decision — with the answer

being a ceasefire in Gaza.

Nordic’s shot
for Mpox

Reutel
GENEVA

The World Health Organi-
sation said on Friday it had
cleared Bavarian Nordic's
vaccine as the first shot
against Mpox.

The approval, known as

U.S. judge
in Trump

WASHINGTON

Georgia judge on Thurs-
d.zy entmed ree of the
counts in the indictment
accusing former U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
co-defendants of conspir-
ing to overturn the results
of the 2020 election in the

an of-
a1 st of medicines used
as a benchmark for pro-
curement by developing
countries.

“This first p(equaunca»
tion of a
Mpox is an lmpmum step
in our fight against the dis-
ease. both in the context of
the current in

however. to quash the en’
tire which ac-

Africa,

Mpox was declared a
public emergency of inter-
national concern by WHO
last month_

Officials ar the Africa
Centre for Disease Control
and id last

uses the Republican presi-
dential candidate and
allies of racketeering o
other offen

The three dismissed
charges involved the filing
of fake elector certificates

month that nearly 70% of
cases in Congo — the coun-
try hardest hit by Mpox —
are

24 for 5% of deaths

Judse McAfee said that
under the Supremacy
Clause of the Consdnution,
state prosecutors cannot

dismisses 3 counts
2020 election case

Donald Trump

bring a case for federal
crimes. “The Supremacy
Clause declares that state
law must yield to federal

defendants appealed the

technically be dropped un-
1 after the appeals cours
rules,

ence in the case in-
s = tapest phone call
in which Mr. Trump asked
a top Georgia election offi-
cial to “find~ enough votes
to reverse the result.

Mr. Trump and his co-de-
fendants to Fani

were Indicted In Georgia
along with Mr. Trump on

Me:
Four ofrrumps original

Willis, the Fulton County
district anarne)

brought th

o Atarch, 1u.:pse Tcaree
rejected an attempt to dis-
qualify Ms. Willls following
revelations she had a ro-
mantic relationship with
the man she hired as a spe-
<cial prosecutor.

Mr. Trump and his co-

have plead-
ed guilty to lesser charges
in deals that spared them
prison time.

Mr. Trump was convict-
ed in a separate criminal
case in New York in May of
falsifying business records

ual encounter.

China Defence Minister calls
for ‘negotation’ in conflicts

BEUING

th)ese Defence Ministe:
ng Jun said on Prlday
ma: “negotiation™ was the
only solution to conflicts
such as che wars in Gaxa
and Ukraine as he ad-
dressed a global gathering
of military officials in Beij-
ing
Top military representa-
tives from Russia, Myan-

Deng Jun

ingly presents itself as a
n gl

mar, ;
imn and Cermany are
e than SOO de-
legates in semng for the
Xiangshan For bbed
China's answer to the an-
nual Shangri-La meeting in
Singapore.
The three-day forum
comes as Beljing Increas-

flicts, including
envoys to the West Asln,

sents itself as a more neu-
tral actor than the United
States.
Mr. Dong told the open-
ing ceremony: “To resolve
issues such as the
crisis in Ukraine and the Is-
raeli-Palestinian
promoting peace and ne-

z winner
in war and conflict, and
confrontation leads nowh-
ere” Mr. Dong said.

“The more acute the
conflict, the more we can-

not give up dialogue and
~ he added_

Sefire in morth Myanmar
and last year, facilitating a

iran. On U
rael-Palestine.

ine and 1s-
China pre-

Topics for discussion at
the forum include US_-Chi-
na relations, security in Eu-
n)pe and Asia, and the
challenges of defence in a
multipolar world.

Call for change

near Parti; building in

on Fridsy. AP

of Nepal 3= 3 Mindu state and the restoration of the

49 POWs have
returned m
Russia, says
Zelenskyy

UKRAINE-BELARUS BORDER
Ukraiian President Volo-
<y, zelensk an-

it the second
exchange between the
warring countries since Ky-

s surprise incursion mito
Russia’s Kursk region last
month.

Mr. Zelenskyy said civi-
lians were also among the
remurnees, including a “girl
who was taken hostage.

Gunmen kill 14 in Afghanistan’s Shia area
in one of the deadliest attacks this year

ISLAMABAD

Gunmen killed 14 people in
a Shia-majority area in ce:

tral Afghaniscan, the Tall
ban said on Friday. in one
of the deadliest attacks in

P
claimed responsibility be-

dged shootings,
which place on Thurs-
and targeted as

e

3

they travelled between the
Shia-majority provinces of

group said. It gave a
Goath coll than the Taliban.

The Iranian news agen-
cy IRNA quoted Foreign
Ministry  spokesperson
Nasser Kanaanl as saying
the group had rargeted pe-
ople welcoming Afghan
sShias who were

Th s affiliate

years. The Taliban's chief

in

the
has challenged

Mujahid suong:y <con-
ulsdays “bar-

Zrip on

ind the cri:

The group's ambate in
the country, 2 major rival
to the Taliban, has chal-
lenged authorities” grip on

from visiting shrines in
iraq. He called for imme-
diate action to punish

by ar-

baric acrlon that
authorities consldered 3
their obligation to protect
people and their property.

Earlier this month, an IS
suicide bomber detonated
his vest at

tacking schools,
mosques and Shia areas
during the past three

prosecitoes office in the

a
Capsal Kal

Sinaloa cartel co-founder ‘El Mayo’ pleads
not guilty to charges in New York court

NEW YORK

The co-founder of the
deadly Mexican Sinaloa
cartel, Ismael “El Mayo~
appeared in

frail figure as he appeared
in the federal courthouse
in prison uniform, needing
assistance to get out of his

=mael "Bl Mayo’ Zambada

answering  judge
Chos questions
tersely.

In New York, Mr. Zam-

bada, who has also faced
bee:

ally distribute drugs such
as cocaine and fentanyl,
for which he faces life
imprisonment.

His next court appea-
rance will be October

‘Extreme danger”
uUs. Na-

extreme danger™ to soclety
risk.

most — powerful wanted
narcotics Kingpins in the
world.~

In Texas he pleaded not
guilty to charges of drug

afficking. money laun-
Oerlng and conspiracy to
commit masrder.

varros office opposed any
il for Mr. Zamboda, tell.
ing the court he poses “an

e caprure for
much of his life despite a
Us- bounty on his head of
S15 mill

A




WHO clears
Bavarian
Nordic’s shot
for Mpox

Reuters
GENEVA

The World Health Organi-
sation said on Friday it had
cleared Bavarian Nordic’s
vaccine as the first shot
against Mpox.

The approval, known as
a pre-qualification, is an of-
ficial list of medicines used
as a benchmark for pro-
curement by developing
countries.

“This first prequalifica-
tion of a vaccine against
Mpox is an important step
in our fight against the dis-
ease, both in the context of
the current outbreaks in
Africa, and in future,”
WHO Director-General Dr.
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said.

Mpox was declared a
public emergency of inter-
national concern by WHO
last month.

Officials at the Africa
Centre for Disease Control
and Prevention said last
month that nearly 70% of
cases in Congo — the coun-
try hardest hit by Mpox —
are in children younger
than 15, who also account-
ed for 85% of deaths.
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‘Smart’ digital
regulation soon,
says Vaishnaw

UPI-like model for cybersecurity on the cards
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view the harms of emerging technolo
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China to raise retlrement age for first time since 1978

Men will retire at 63
instead of 60; women
at 55 instead of 50

BLOOMBERG
September 13

CHINAWILLRAISE theretire-
ment age for the first time
since 1978, a move that could
stem a decline in the labour
forcebut riskangeringworkers
already wrestling with a slow-
ing economy.

Top lawmakers endorsed a
plan to delay retirement for
employees by as long as five
years, Xinhua news agency
reported on Friday. Men will
retire at 63 instead of 60.
Women will retire at 55
instead of 50 for ordinary
workers,and 58 instead of 55
for those in management
positions.
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CHINA's POPULATION SHRINKS FASTER

Deaths rose while the number of births fell to a record low in 2023
=== Absolute change

2020

Source: Chinese official data/Bloomberg

The change will take place
over 15 years starting January,
and will allow more people to
work longer. This could boost
productivity to address the
challenges of anaging popula-
tion,althoughitrisks adding to
public discontent with the
economy growing at the worst

pacein five quarters.
“Thetimeline of raising the
retirement age is pretty grad-
ual. Policymakers probably
have taken into account the
potential negative impact and
calibrated that carefully,” said
Michelle Lam, Greater China
economistat Societe Generale.

Shares of companies pro-
viding health and elderly care
jumped,with Shanghai Everjoy
Health Group rising by the
daily limit of 10%. Chalkis
Health Industry and Youngy
Health gained more than 6%.

“People may face more
health problems if the retire-

ment age is raised. And the
pressure of supporting parents
may require more elderly care
institutions to share the bur-
den,” said Shen Meng, a direc-
tor at Beijing-based invest-
ment bank Chanson & Co.
China’s retirement age is
among the world’s lowest

despitesignificantlyincreased
life expectancy over the
decades.A bigger tax base and
delayed access to benefits will
relieve the pressure on the
government to fund pensions
as the elderly population
rapidly expands.

The hike is aimed at
“adapting to the new situa-
tion of demographic develop-
ment in China, and fully
developing and utilising
human resources,” according
to the decision by the Stand-
ing Committee of the
National People’s Congress.

The approval followed a
Julyannouncement by therul-
ing Communist Party that the
retirement age will rise in a
“voluntary, flexible manner.”
Previous efforts to raise the
threshold had failed in the face
of public opposition.

The Friday decision has left
some people fuming over

working into an older age, as
well as those who fear greater
competitionin the job market.

“Are you asking me, when
I’'m 60,to compete with young
people for jobs?” a Weibo user
said on the X-like social media
platform, where the news was
the top trending item and gar-
nered more than 530 million
views as of Friday afternoon.

Some also complained
about employers’ discrimina-
tion against older job candi-
dates, a problem that the gov-
ernment has long vowed
toaddress.

Authorities acknowledged
the potential short-term pres-
sure on the job market at a
press briefing on Friday. Li
Zhong, vice minister at the
ministry of khuman resources
and social security, said the
gradual pace of the change
shouldlead toa“muted”effect
onyouth employment.




* China's Retirement Age Increase:

* China will raise the retirement age for the first time since 1978 to
address a declining labor force and aging population.

* The new retirement age will be 63 for men (currently 60) and 55 for
women (currently 50 for ordinary workers and 55 for management
roles).



* Policy Details:

* The plan was endorsed by top lawmakers and will be implemented
gradually over 15 years starting in January.

* This move is part of efforts to cope with China's demographic
challenges and to boost productivity by allowing people to work
longer.



* Impact on Labor Force:

* The extension aims to relieve pressure on
pensions and health care systems by
adapting to longer life expectancies.

* Some experts believe the gradual increase
will mitigate the negative impact on the job
market and youth employment.



e Public Reaction:

* The announcement has stirred public debate, with concerns over
competition for jobs between older and younger workers.

* The decision has gained significant attention, with social media discussions
trending on platforms like Weibo.

* Long-term Effects:

* The gradual shift is expected to reduce immediate job market disruptions
while addressing the economic and social issues of an aging population.

* Policymakers are aiming for a balanced approach to maintain stability in
the labor force and economy.



e Consider the following statements about China's recent
retirement age reform:

1.China's retirement age for men will increase to 65 from
the current 60.

2.The new retirement age plan will be implemented
gradually over 15 years.

3.The change aims to address China's demographic
challenges and slow economic growth.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
e (a) 1and 2 only
* (b) 2 and 3 only
* (c)1and3only

e (d)1,2,and 3 /



Salt pan lands



e Mumbai’s salt pans, critical natural ecosystems, are under threat as the
government approved the transfer of 256 acres to the Dharavi Redevelopment
Project for housing slum dwellers.

* These salt pans, spanning 5,378 acres in the city, help prevent flooding by
accumulating rainwater and tidal inflows.

* Environmentalists argue that developing these lands will worsen flooding in
areas like Vikhroli and Kanjurmarg.

* Despite their classification under Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) protections,
pressure to use them for housing persists.




 Salt pan lands are flat expanses of ground
covered with salt and other minerals,
typically found in arid and semi-arid regions.

* These lands are formed when bodies of
water, such as lakes or ponds, evaporate,
leaving behind salt deposits.

 Salt pans are often associated with desert
environments but can also occur in coastal
areas where seawater evaporates in
shallow basins '
/
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SALT PANS IN MUMBAI

5,400 — FOR ‘AFFORD HOUSING'

Area of all sakt pans in Mumbai

East | Largely spread over
Ghatkopar, Chembur, Trombay,
Mandale, Turbhe, Anik,

Wadala, Kanjurmarg, Bhandup,
Nahur and Mulund

GOVT HAS BEEN EYEING LAND

-

Sa

PO ndthets

IMPORTANCE

OF SALT PANS

» Some of the last
remaining open
spaces in the ity

» They are rinwater sinks and

are thus safeguards against
flooding
» They harbour migratory

birds and other animal life




GOVT STAKE

2018 | Govt says it
will become stake-
holder in project

Govt stake | 20%
Estimated project
cost | ¥22,000cr-
328,000cr

A oHARAVI ORIGINAL IDEA

Population o . Redevpt first proposed Nov 2018 | Global bids

Approx san*| by aconsultant, Siena-BJP imitfdm@mi:j;
approves it 1999, invites Adani

35 lakh | 5% Dubak-based Seclink

Ground floor Group respond

Structures |::| | HEIGHT PROBLEM

Approx  |lll} ;3| 2004 | Govt divides 535- > Vital project given an

57000 acre slum into 5sectors  FSIof 4, but due to height

: > Mhada to develop restrictions near airport, FSI

» Rest are upper " % cant be consumed

floors that are sector 5, bids invited for

rented out other sectors, 101 build-  2011| Govt cancels tenders,
ers respond starts process afresh; mas-

terplan drawn up

7yrs |4 <5

» Building height to
vary from 60 metres
(20 storey) in north
to 110 mtrs ( 36
-storey) insouth
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PM E-Drive
scheme




* The Union Cabinet has approved the PM Electric Drive Revolution in
Innovative Vehicle Enhancement (PM E-Drive) Scheme.

* The scheme focuses on promoting the adoption of electric vehicles (EVs).

* The heavy industries ministry will implement the scheme, offering
subsidies through a dedicated portal to both buyers and manufacturers.

e Additional fund will be provided to public transport agencies for procuring
14,028 e-buses, with demand aggregation managed by Convergence
Energy Services Limited (CESL) in nine major cities.

e The scheme also includes funding for fast chargers, electric trucks, and the
modernization of EV testing agencies.




Hl Cabinet Decision 11" September, 2024

PM Electric Drive
Revolution in Innovative
Vehicle Enhancement
(PM E-DRIVE)

Cabinet approves PM E-DRIVE Scheme' for

promotion of electric mobility in the country with
outlay of Rs 10,900 crore for 2 years

Components of the scheme:

e Subsidies/Demand incenlives worth Rs.3.679 crore to incentivize
e-2Ws. e-3Ws, e-ambulances. e-trucks and other emerging EVs

o E-vouchers for EV buyers to avail demand

incentives under the scheme JR—
o Allocation of Rs.500 crore for the deployment 3
of e-ambulances Y .

84y

il
.

e

o Provision of Rs.4,391 crore for procurement
of 14,028 e-buses by STUs/public
transport agencies

...........

.
* k% 2 4
s 4
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* The Open Network for Digital Commerce
(ONDC) has launched Saarthi, a reference
app developed in collaboration with
Bhashini, an Al-driven language-translation
tool.

* Saarthi enables businesses to create
multilingual buyer apps, supporting Hindi,
English, Marathi, Bangla, and Tamil initially,
with plans to expand to all 22 languages
provided by Bhashini.




e Saarthi’s multilingual features, including real-time translation,
transliteration, and voice recognition, aim to enhance accessibility
and provide a personalized digital commerce experience.

* This initiative aligns with ONDC’s goal of democratizing e-commerce,
helping businesses tap into new regions and overcome language
barriers.

* It is expected to improve customer engagement, expand market
reach, and boost revenue, particularly in underserved regions.




EXERCISE EASTERN
BRIDGE VI




* The 7th edition of Exercise Eastern Bridge,
between the Royal Oman Air Force and the
Indian Air Force, began at Air Force base
Masirah, Oman.




* About
* The 1st edition of bilateral exercise Eastern Bridge was also held at Oman in 20009.

* Exercise Eastern Bridge VIl aims to improve tactical and operational skills, foster
mutual understanding and bolster the ability of both air forces to collaborate
effectively in diverse scenarios.

* The exercise will include complex aerial maneuvering, air to air and air to ground
operations, and logistical coordination, reflecting the evolving defense needs and
strategic interests of both nations.



Exercise AL NAJAH




* The 5th edition of India-Oman joint military Exercise AL
NAJAH began in Salalah, Oman.

 About

* Exercise AL NAJAH has been held biennially since 2015,
alternating between India and Oman. Last edition of the
same exercise was conducted at Mahajan in Rajasthan.

* Aim of the Joint Exercise is to enhance joint military
capability of both sides to undertake counter terrorism
operations under Chapter VIl of the United Nations
Charter.

* Exercise AL NAJAH V will allow both sides to exchange
best practices in tactics, techniques and procedures for '
joint operations.

| /
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UN Observes
International Day of
South-South Cooperation



U.N. DAY FOR

SOUTH-SOUTH
COOPERATION



* The United Nations International Day of South-South Cooperation was
observed .

* This year’s theme is “A better tomorrow through South-South
Cooperation.”

* About the day

* |t is observed annually on September 12, as established by General
Assembly resolution 58/220.

* This date commemorates the adoption of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action
(BAPA) in 1978, which promotes technical cooperation among developing
countries.



South-South cooperation

It refers to the collaboration among countries in the Global South to address common
development challenges, share knowledge, and build collective capacities.

The concept of cooperation among developing countries originated from the Afro-Asian
Conference held in Bandung in 1955.

* This Conference led to the establishment of the Non-Aligned Movement in 1961 and
the creation of the Group of 77 (G-77) in 1964. The G-77 mainly promoted South-
South Cooperation in the 1960s and 1970s.



India’s Approach

Principles of global “South-South cooperation” guided India’s warm and friendly relations
with all African countries.

India has played a significant role in SSTC through projects like the Pan-African e-
Network, India-Brazil-South Africa Fund, and International Solar Alliance (ISA).

* India has invested about $107 billion in SSTC since 1947.
The G20 summit has solidified India as a leading voice for developing nations.

The inclusion of the African Union in the G20 strengthens India’s global position and
partnerships
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