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Russia,
Ukraine
swap 206
POWSs

The Russians released were captured o=

from the Kursk region, while some of the Glacial retreat could What rights are queer Harmanpreet leads

Ukrainians had been held since May 2022 help mitigate climate couples in India from the front as India
change: study fighting for? prevails over Pakistan
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GUWARATE
Three district administrations
in Manipur's Imphal Valley
withdrew curlew retsxations,
foliowing 2 large gathering of
women outside 3 police station
%o protest the critical injury
suffered by 3 pregnant woman
Quring the students’ unrest on
Tuesday. » PAGE 3

Taj dome leaks;
no structural
damage, says ASI

LuCKNOW
Water leakage has b

reported ot the Taj Mahal in
Agra, which received heavy rain
for the past ey

20 12id there was no damage
o the structure. Es

amentary leader
France's far-right Naticnal Rally
party on Saturdsy cafied for
fresh elections next year, just
manths after snap polls threw
the country into political

ci "3t i urenable,”
said. » PAGE 12
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Dynasts vs aspirational
youth in JXK, says Modi

's people have to

them ol Ome
pick Ixm\cn BJP’s Sankalp Patra’ and other numfe:slus that promise the ‘return of old bad days’

escribing the As-
sembly election in

cide the fate of the Union
Terrftory. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Satur-
day lsunched a scathing at-
tack on the “Gandhi (Con-
gress), Abdullah (National
Conference or NC) and
Mufti (Peoples Democratic
Party or PDP)" families in
politics, alleging thar they

had “hollowed out and
destroy

Th

K"
iese elet:n are go-
ing 1o decide the fate of

now counting its
last days m J&K. The up-

coming election will de-
cide the Union Territory’s
furure.” he said in Doda in
his first campaign ahead of
the Assembly polls.

Only the BJP would res-
tore Statehood to J&K,
sasd. “We are committed to
making J&K a terror-free

Election seasom: Narendra Modi being felicitated at the campaign

meeting in Doda on Saturday. s

region and a paradise for

rorism in J&K for the past

cades, ly to
keep their shops running.
led a safe haven

for the propagation of ter-

rorism for personal gaim.
“Voters have to choose

between the BJP's ‘Sankalp

Patra’ and these parties’
manifestos that advocate
the retumn of the old bad

. The manifestos call
for the return of Article 370

o
rights of Valmikis and Da-
Hits,” he said_
He said In this election,
dynast: d

“the are pirte
against the youth
aspirati dreams of

ter coming to power in

2014, 1 have tried to bring
forward the new leader-
ship of the youth in J&K."
he sald.

The Prime Minister said

tions now. “Stones are be-
ing used to construct new,
big buildi

ings.” he said.

agai rrorism*

The BJP has fielded a terror
victim, Shagin Parihar,

from the Kishtwar consti-
Both her parents
ed by terrorists.
She is our tool against ter-
rorism,” Mr. Modi said.

He urged suppor(ers o

sure a brighter future for
everyone in the Valley. Any
citizen of jammu and Kash-
mir, regardless of his reli-
= and

the BJP government,”
Modi said.

ATTACK ON CONGRESS
» PAGH

SRINAGAR

Security forces on Satur-
day kill unident-
fied militants in
Kashmir's Baramulla dur-
ing an oper-

Three unidentified militants
killed in J&K’s Baramulla

final phase. One militant
was killed early in the day
and two more militants
were shot dead later, they
said. Security forces had
encircled the terrorists at
(_hak Tappar area of Pattan

ation. In Kishtwar, a sepa-

killed two soldiers on Fri-
day afternoon.

Officials said the Bara-
mulla encounter was in its

district on
I-‘Ildxy night.

“The bodies are being
retrieved from the encoun-
ter site.” they added.

Under fire: A building damaged in the exchange of fre between mibtants and seauity forces in
Baramulla of Jammu and Kashmir on Saturday. SPECW ASRANGEMENT

election rally in the Che-
nab Valley’s Doda district
on Saturday.

'This was the Prime Min- 1
siter’s first rally n the Un-
jon Territory, which was
set to face Assembly elec-
tion in three phases start-

o Kishtwar where security
forces, since Friday after-
noon, have been exchang-
ing fire with a group of mil-
itants hiding in upper
reaches.

Protesting doctors visit Mamata’s house, but
talks called off over live streaming of meeting

KOLKATA
Protesting resident doctors
visited residence of

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee in Kolka-
ta on Saturday for a meet-
ing, but could not hold any
discussion as the impasse

over live streaming or vi-
deo recording of the pro-

ing cannot be all n-
side the Chief Minister’s re-
sidence  because

of her house, an:
the doctors to come inside
and have tea even if they
did not wish to hold a
meeting. “I request you,
please come in. If ¥
't wish to have a meet-
mg‘ have a cup of tea. 1
have been waiting for two
hours. My Chief Secretary,
my DG police, my I8 head,
my Home Secretary are all
waiting for you. I gave um-
brellas to all of you, 50 you
do not get wet. There are
rrangements for you to
Sll the Chief Minister was
heard urging the protest-
ngd

ity concerns.
Ms. Banerjee came out
d urged

Ms, Banerjee said the vi-
deo of the meeting can on-
Iy be shared after taking
permission from the Su-
preme Court as the matter

On stand by

is sub judice. The doctors
said when they finally

video recording, the admi-
nistration told them that it
was “too late”. “We urged
for live streaming which
the administration denied.
Then s afgsd to et
parties
o Ruhich the sdminisera.
tion said cannot be al-
lowed. After we gave up
the demands of video re-
cording and live streaming,

the administration said it
was too late.” a enta-
tive of the protesting doc-
tors said.

After waiting outside the
Chief Minister's residence
for three hours , the doc-
tors returned disappointed
but not demotivated.

Many protesting doctors.
watching the live coverage
of their fellow colleagues
negotiating outside Ms. Ba-
nerjee’s residence broke
into tears but promised to
keep fighting. A protesting

doctor said, “We have
fought and been on the
roads for the past 35 days
even  amidst terrible
weather. We are ready to
stay on for another 35 days
ifneeded™

“Last attempt®
The visit of the doctors to
the Chief Minister's resi-
dence on Saturday came
after Ms. Banerjee went to

. The State's Chief Se-

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee waits 3t her residence with senior officials to initiate taiks with protesting doctors. 4

cretary, Manoj Pant. had
xrend e nvitation af-
tor the West Bengal Junior

audience with her o dis-
heir demands. The
Chiet Minister, while
e doctors to return to
work, said that her \hn
a5 the “last awempe”
resolve the

FORMER PRINCIPAL HELD
»PAGES

US. calls upon India
to ban Russian state
media network RT

NEW DELMI

As the U.S. ramped up its
efforts to ban and biock the
Russian state media net-

actions against what they
“Russian disinforma-

“Foreign Missiy
However, while the Minis-
try has been silent on the
issue, officials said the de-
bate on sanctions Is not re-

ning media organisations
showed “double stan-
dards~ by  Western

countrie:

On Friday, U
tary of State .\mony Siin-
ken announced further

uding in In-
dia. was the ~de facio arm
of Russia’s intelligence ap-

atus”. RT and the Rus-
sian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs denied  the

Antony Blinken

ment of “paranoia” and

U Soae Depan—
ment said it had launched

pal
and Canada to “rally allies
and_ partners around the
world to join us in address-
ing the threat posed by KT
and other machinery of
Russian  disinf omuuon
and covert imfhue:

Former Ambassador to
Russia and France Kanwal
sibal sasd the U.S’s actions
%o curtail and censor Rus-
stan media organisations

“own

values~, even as the U.
government said it sup-
ports freedom of spe

“India will obvicusly not
be responsive to such
American pressure,” said
Mr. sibal.
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GAZA CITY

Gaza rescuers say 11 from one

family killed in Israeli air strike

Gaza's civil defence agency said an lsracli 3ir strike hit 3 house in
Gaza Gty on S-nnd:y AT S ARMEE 1 achluied oF o srgf

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan removes special

representative to Afs

(S5 TN

istan

wed i ©

TAUNGOO

Myamnar junta makes rare request
for foreign aid to cope with floods

~
Mysnmar's jurta chief made 3 rare request on Saturday for foreign
that of

fFamity,

the Shujaiys schoot in the AL Tuffah mnufnud ‘of Gaza City,
sgency spokesperson Mahmod Bassal ssid. ace

reason was given for the move. Howe
make an i

ool Tapaets skt Sotini s U

PMr. Durrani faded to

froen their

SYDNEY
Australia PM hits back at Musk
after ‘fascists’ remark about

n Prime Minister Anthony Afbanese hit back at Elon Musi

on Saturday after the tech mogul called his government “fascists™
Sk papiizing e ok wioll R Soetal e Frig for spreading

hawe
i Myanmar, more than 2,35,000 pe:

homes by flocds, the junts ssid on Friday. e

o responsabikty™.
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Russia, Ukraine swap 206
POWSs in UAE-brokered deal

The Russians released in the swa

were ¢z

Ukraine's incursion into Kursk region.

while some of the Ukrainians freed had been pnsonem since Moscow seized Azovstal in May 2022

ce France Presse

oscow and Kyiv

‘each on Saturday in a deal
brokered by the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), a
rare moment of coordina-
tion between the two war-

Back home: A volunteer hugs 3 Ukrainian prisoner of war following

dymyr Zelenskyy said on

stal steel plant in May
2022.

“Another 103 soldiers
were returned to Ukraine
from Russian captvity™
Ukrainian Presiden

Among the freed were
82 privates and sergeants
as well as 21 officers, Mr.
Zelenskyy said.
“The defenders of Kyiv,
Donecsk, Mar!upol and
nsk, Zapo-
Airhahis and the Kharkiv

2 swap st an undisclosed location in Ukraine a5

regions,” he added.
Russia confirmed it had
“handed over~ 103 Ukrai-

cemen capeured by Kyiv in
its Kursk offensive in
rewurn.

“At present, all Russian
servicemen are on the ter-

the Republic of

cessary paychological and

medical assistance, as well
as an opportunity to con-
tact their relatives,” the
Russian Defence Ministry
said.

spite ongoing hostili-
Russia and Ukraine
have d to swap
hundreds of prisoners

the

tes,

Russia says it
recaptured
avillage in
east Ukraine

Agence France Presse
MOSCOW

Russia said on Saturday
that it had recapeured
another village in eastern
Ukraine, where has
made a string of advances.

“The locality of Zhelan-
noe

Maldives says it is “‘well
prepared’ to avert default

coLoMBO

Despite global lenders and
rating agenci

ives. o
vernment said it is_well
prepared to stave off a fi-
nancial meltdown.

ervoe
Pershe in Ukrainian) was

the southern” units,
Defence Ministry said.
The village is located in

halfyear conflict — often in
by the Us

e UAE’s Foreign Mi-
nistry hatled the deal 2s a
“success” and thanked
both sides for their cooper-
ation on Saturday

the rict, an
important logisﬂcal hub
for the Ukrainian Army.
Russian forces have ad-
vanced rapidly in the east-
Donetsk in re-
cent D weeks, | putting
pressure on a Ukrainian
Army that is short of both
Soldiers and weapons.
The Kremlin regularly
claims its Army has cap-
in east-

biasod prasepersons oo Frl-

irs Moosa
e and Minister of Pi-

over the years

nance Shafeeq
ruled out a possible default
and pointed to “crucial
steps” taken by the gove:
ment towards fiscal conso-
Hdation and reform.

The top officials” as:

credit rating and warned of
a full blown debt crisis and
possible default, amid

“Both India
and China are very sensi-
tive to our challenge and
are willing to help,” Mr. Za-
meer said. pointing to

~many options™ on the ta-
ble. including 2 possible
debt  freeze, currency
swaps, and local currency
settlements. “We will dis-
cuss these as and when
there is a need "

looming deadlines for fo-  Agreement signed
reign debt servicing. ©On Friday. the Maldives's
d Ministry of De-

Iran launches
new research
satellite, puts

it into orbit

Agence France Presse
TEHRAN

iran on Saturday blasted a
new research satellite into

orbit by
em-100 carrier.”
television sald.
The sartellite. which
etghs around 60 ke, is de-

liated with the Defence Mi-
nistry, state TV said.

Repeated

Western governments in-
Slding the United States
have repeatedly warned
iran t such launches,
saying the same technolo-

designed to deliver a nu-
clear washead.
an has countered that
e 14 ot Recklngs: secienr
weapons and that its satel-
lite and rocket launches
are for civil or defence pus-
poses only.
Ghaem-100 ro
which cortied the tates war
cellite is

In solidarity

A protester holds a placard reading 'H
A vapcd in her sleep for over 10 years, Pelicot sttersds the tial,

not consent’

R
1 fight againss

France. Drugged by her husband
hermical i nee

st creditor and India ts
another key lender. The
two countries are financ-
a host of

whpmm & Trade signed
an agreement with the Pe-

Authorities are
with lndiz ‘Sor & stmilar ar-

"W are already taking
all the necessary steps in-
cluding reform of State-
Owned Enterprises and
our health sector. We are
switching from blanket to

Helping Ramds: imports-reliant Maldives has borrowed healy
nfrastructure and cther

sharply
from 1% of visitors to 6%,
the World Bank said in its
May 2024 update The pe-

with
s(ramed hlhlefal tes bet-
ween India and the Mal-
dives, on the heels of the

Emphasising that rela-
tions have since seen a
marked improvement, Mr.
Zameer toun
arrivals are ~picking up ve-
ry well~ and the neigh-
Bours are keen to streng-
then ties.

“We have had high-level

< ra-
tonalising our lic_ex-
penditure.” Mr. Shafeeq
said. Following the down-

engaging with all ic:

ing

projects that the govern-
ment hopes will aid better
connectivity and economic

quirements, and that a
“strong pe: o
the vital tourism sector

was expected to boost
growth.

External Aﬁ'nlls Minister
Jaishankars visit to the
Maldives in August, and
the countries “very prag-
matic~ leaders have

Muizzu is expecled o tra-
vel to New Delhi soon
Mis frat bilateral visit, alth-
he met Mr. Modi
on the sidelines of other
global meets.

France’s Le Pen calls for
fresh elections next year

PARES

Tha perlinmenticy liader
of France's

lonal Rally party on Sanur
day called for fresh elec-

time presidential candi-
date Marine Le Pen told fel-
low RN members._

greac country that
is France cannot function
this way,” said the leades of
the largest single party in

aftes

Emmanuel

the aerospace organisation | this summer produced a
of Irans i

Guard Corps, an arm of the President

military. Macron dissolved Parlia-

Iran has for years been

ment in June after the RN
his centrist_al-

Tivities, insisting they are in
ordance with UNSC
resolutions.

lance in European elec-
tons. The

mo has
plunged the counrrv into a

Marine Le

political impasse, but un-
der French law he cannot
enact anothe:

cminar at the French Naticnast Assembiy on Sxmrdxy asp

Macron's second and final
ends.

r
for at least a year from the
e.

“There are 10 months
left and | am convinced
that at the end of those 10
months there will be new
parliamentary elections.”
Ats. i

Ms. Le Pen is largely ex-
pected to run again for Pre-
sident in 2027, when Mr.

hoped iy T
tive majority in Parliament

ing majority. Mr. Macron's
centrist faction is now the
second largest block.

German miilitary ships in Taiwan
Strait ‘increase security risks: China

BEUING

China on Saturday accused
Berlin of heightening se-
curity risks in the Talwan
Strait, a day after two Ger-
man military vessels safled
through the sensitive
waters.

man Defence Minis-

berg and the supply vessel

Frankfurt am Main sailed
through the strait

;The German side’s be-

reases security

risks and sends |ncoamu

signals” Chinese
Shokesperson L1 Xi sald i
astatement.

Us. military ships as

a,
over the water body separat

was the first time in more
than two decades that Ber-
lin's Navy had done 5o, ac-
cording to German media
re

ports.

Beljing views Talwan as
a renegade province and
clatms over the

waterway. But the Baden-
Weertte voyage

body of water that sepa-

rates the from the

Chinese mainland.
Germany and many oth-

iFng views Tamwan as a renegade province and claims jurisdiction
g the island from mainland. REUTERS

er countries argue such
voyages are usual, citing
freedom of

China's Li said on Satur-
day thak the People’s Lihex:
ation Army had sent sea
and air forces to “monitor
and warn off * the German
vessels.

Beljing’s troops in the
area would “resolutely
counter all threats and pro-

vocations”, Mr. Li

two vessels were
headed from South Korea
t the Philippines, German
Defence Ministry officials
sasd.

Mr. Pistorius said on Fri-
gay thatthe course charted
vessels was “the

shom Toute™.

“It is the safest route gi-
ven the weather condi-
tions. And these are inter-
national waters, so we are
sailing through them.” he
added.

Tatwan sald earlier this
it “welcomes

and  aff Germany,
along with the United
States, Canada and lhe
Netherlands, for




Iran launches
new research
satellite, puts
it into orbit

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iran on Saturday blasted a
new research satellite into
orbit, state media said, in
the latest such develop-
ment for an aerospace pro-
gramme that has long
faced Western criticism.

“The Chamran-1 re-
search satellite was suc-
cessfully launched and put
into orbit by the
Ghaem-100 carrier,” state
television said.

The satellite, which
weighs around 60 kg, is de-
signed to test hardware
and software systems for
orbital manoeuvre tech-
nology, the TV report said.

The device was de-
signed and built by Iranian
Electronics Industries affi-
liated with the Defence Mi-
nistry, state TV said.

Repeated warnings
Western governments in-

cluding the United States
have repeatedly warned
Iran against such launches,
saying the same technolo-
gy can be used for ballistic
missiles, including ones
designed to deliver a nu-
clear warhead.

Iran has countered that
it is not seeking nuclear
weapons and that its satel-
lite and rocket launches
are for civil or defence pur-
poses only.

The Ghaem-100 rocket
which carried the latest sa-
tellite is manufactured by
the aerospace organisation
of Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard Corps, an arm of the
military.

Iran has for years been
advancing its aerospace ac-
tivities, insisting they are in
accordance with UNSC
resolutions.
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-COMPETITIVE PRACTICES

Samsung, Xiaomi colluded
with Amazon, Flipkart: CCl

® Smartphone makers
told to submit financials
for past three fiscal years

REUTERS
New Delhi, September 14

SAMSUNG. XIAOMI AND other sract
sl

and Walmart's n-phn to ex:lusxv:ly
< produ

KEY FINDINGS

Preferred sefiers

Exclusive product launches
Flipkart

tech companies to

= Amazon had six
sellers, Flipkart had 33,
preferential treatment.

reports seen by Resters.

the Competition Commission of India
{CCD have found that Amazon and

kart violated local ws by
giving preference to select pecesdes priori-
tising certain listings, and steeply dis

nies, Reuters reparted thisweek_
The CCI's 1,027-page repost on Ama-
3 s 2 i

for other sellers

. who

hurting smaber retaders
Deep discounting

sefiers, creating barrier

Samsung and Xiaom

o
case could increase their legal and

y in

i et

repor
Xiaomi,

Motorala, Vivo,
Senal.

free and fais competstion but also against
the interest of consumers,” CCI's addi-
tional directos general GV Siva Prasad

curers is first to report the smart-
phone companies have been accused of

as
The inchusion of smartphone makers

Indian car buyers getting
upwardly mobile, and how

SPENDING BIG
Average price of a car
€2 lakh)

Fv2o I 761

Share of cars priced
under ¥10

in the CCI's

respond to request:
o, Phipkart and the CCI did not repond,
and have not so far commented on the
repors findings. Both the CCl reparts said
that dusing & .nd

MIND & GAMES
(yleen \V1bl]ll]"

LEISURE
MIND YOUR
LANGUAGE

Deciphering comedy in
the times of offence and
political correctness Page 7
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Cong fresh
salvo: Buch
invested in
Chinese firms

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
prember

New Deihi, Sey 14

IN A FRESH round of
allegations  against
Securities and

of

Cong also claims that as
whole-teme member
and Sebi charperson,
Madhabi Buch troded in
fisted securties worth
gress sencral secretary
' Rz price-sensitive information
Fict of interest aliega
tions™ against Buch, claiming that she. as 2 whole.
time nid Lazer as Sebi chairperson, traded
intisted ecuritics worth €36.9 cro

after idd she

trad made ot

¥
recusal Sealing with companies such as

Flipicart’
Fiotes of crhustoe Toamcher, bt offcEts
found the practice was“ampant~

reparts which August © and are

lakh
85%

THE CASH MARK]
turnover at the NSE
reached 2200
during the January-Avgust
u
(1&55 lakh crore tumnon

recorded for the entire
year of 2023_This

age2

Cash market turnover at

ET
lakh crore

the

e =18 s&%sa

Mahindra Group that hired her husband, as she
jected 5 i D ~fal. 0

and motivated”
Continved on Page 2
FY24 sees
GST evasion
double over
previous fiscal

FE BUREAU
New Deihi, September 14

TORATE

THE DiREC GENERAL of
GST Intelligence (DGGI) has

Share of cars priced above ¥10 lakh
15% L7%

SELUING price of 2 297 75-lakh crore tu
in January-August 2023,
The average daily cash
market turnover also
increased by 81%, rising
from 266,471 crore in 2023
to 21 20 lakh crore in 2024

2020 @ 1355 I s3.492
2022 @720 Jlc° 374
2022 @ 1509 N 55.207
2025 @ 163s I co 71
L ___31.20.47¢]

2024+ @@)200.0

unter dynastic poftics that

in India were priced above 10
lakh—a fi

FY19.-
India were priced above the T10-
lakh mark, and 53% under T10
lakh. In FY19, the

ment, a strong GDP growth seen
after the lockdown, rise in the num-
ber of women buyers, growth in
corporate carnings, and a YOLO

figures were just for cars
DEerd over €10 lakh and 855
under T10 lakh,"they said.

< Have attes

Indians aftes Covid-

rreh e SO
mist, Bank of Baroda, said after the
there has been a clear

sy Addresxn‘g a0 shection

growth to a rise i

move towards purchase of pre-
< e et

nudgeby offering easy credst faci
s et

Me X - BS£ :ash "\a'ket tumover
market turnover at the BSE —.
“With ESOPs and high by BSE | e b chacty emmover (€ crac

tevels of salaries, y in the
BFSI industry and the services sec-
tos, young people have high pur-
chasing power, and that's getting
eflected in booming sales of pre-
it cars and SUVa:
Carmakers added that SUVs
today form almost 559 of car
lesand i ] Uvs

Iy in Doda, m:,d. cars, thereby i their
terated his B Sce. fisi terestin SUVs  starts working, there is a desire to 35 £7-8 lakh.
senise of own a big car—a vehicle that stands

Jaenmu & Kashmic. mPAGE 2

which i 1
and hatchbacks in the same seg-

out. Banks and NBFCs provide the

Continued oa Page 2

2010 @ 56

Among goods.

scrap and alloys are

prone to evasion (T16,506 crore).

followed by pan masala, tobacco,
3 (25.794 crore),

. zses
— B
— g 1o FY untacy taxes of
sz SE0. 7R3 coodie on :

- s o2~ ndustry mast
T e

F
about 4696 of

e evasion
cases related
w©

ment of tax (through dandestine
Seipty at it valimmtiins) 200

Bt wrong ey o
=aicl.

~Nhen home away from home goes beyond a tagline #:i%

reserved by corporates and con-

looking to improve this figure too

| Hotels offering EXTENDED STAY = Hyatt has -at Sivem the hefly revenue the hotel _sulates. Some takers inchude poo-
A Y - \ beenofiering Delhi,aHyatt  sccrucs from the residences. Flex- e whose houses are being reno-
1ites functioning as Taj Mahal Hotel residences hotel, ible about how to use the resi-  vated orbuilt,etc.

in New Delhi has
two whole floors

since 2010 at dences, the hotel even has the

illy equipped homes

breakfast phas the
that offers high tes and compl
mentary The tariffs
range from about T20,000 for a
single room to T40,000 for a dou
bles,” he told FE.

dedicated to
residential

(27 one- & two
bedroom) suites

Pune, and Park showed.
repalsxldlthGGI‘slmul

evasion tactics, enabl
enforcement actions.
On the online gaming industry,

BUREAU Hyderabad
~w Delhi, September 14 sinee 2012 & targeted

HEN THE TAJ Mahal Hotel in

w Delhi was renovated during 1y ihe Oberol

Mumbai
20

¥ s
ing entitics under the tax net

IHCL also offers i
hotels in the Taj Wellington Mews
at Mumbai and Chennai which

suites A ok aEA s DM

© whole floors to

ites. The 27 one- and in two (right) fully v

om suites come with a pantry  for long-stay guests  1-beckoom residence at Taj Mahal Hotel, N Dethi e i Sl szt e v ae

wipped with all Tai 31 Buckingham Gate, Londen.
<, New York, too.

eded for a home-like experi-
ishing Z
crowave, kettle and even crock
7and utensils.
The Oberos

Kolkata
to

even
At Taj Mahal Hotel, genecral

manager and area director, Delhi,

Totels e shie o1 o

renavated

year i 20 resi

sustes in ' again

offer all the comforts of 2 home

plus facilities of a hotel to long-
& g

While these are recent, Hyatt
e . 5 Y

sitex to avosd tax compliance.

2010 at byatt Regency Punc, and
Faskbyat: Hyderabad Snce 2
Arietas Detns.a Hyats hotel 135

o e O

_and ges
et g ey < el

financialexp.epantin @ @

idences at the hotel have an SO-
Sas

inAL occupancy, with 95% ContinuedonPage2 Continued on Page 2
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Kejriwal to quit as Delhi CM, seeks early polls

AAP chief sayvs he will submit his resi

tion in two days. and the

 will elect a new leader to function during the election. which he wants to be held in November along

with the polls in Maharashtra: says he chose to resign. less than 48 hours after being granted bail by the SC in the exdise policy case. to styinie BJPS attempt to break AAP

NEW DELHI

wo days after he
walked out of pei.
son on bail, De
Chief Minister Arvind Kej
wal announced on S
that he would

jrl—

day: for an early
Assembly elecno.n in the

tions are held.”

H announcement,
which took the public and
political circles by sur-

Court granted him bail fol-
nearly six months
conne:

in jail in ction with
the Delhi liquor
case. currently under in-

Central

claim to
rinistesial post e
Haryana polis » PAGE 2

SpaceX private
astronauts
return safely

WASHINGTON
The SpaceX Polariz Dawn
mission. whose crew
conducted the first spacewstc
by private astronauts, splashed
down off the coast of Florics

on Sunday. » PAGE 14

the peopie of Delhl to de-
cide if he was hos
“1 am going m re:

from the Chief Minister's
post. and I will not sit in
the Chief Minister's chair
until the public delivers its
verdict on whether Keiri-
wal est,” he told
workers at the Aam Aadmi
Party’s office.

“A meeting will be
galled with all Aam Aadmi
Party MLAs to choose
new leader who will serve
as Chief Minister until elec-

by
agencies. Mr.  Kejriwa
called for the Delhi elec-
tion to be held along with
the Maharashtra election
scheduled for November,

rather than waiting untl
Febr

uary 2

The BJP termed his re-

signation plan a “conspira-
b

rejected Mr. Kejriwal's plea
for a certificate of hone:

in the recent Lok Sabha
election, where the BIP

Surprise

mcements Chicl Minister Arvind Kejrial mith AP

workers in New Defhi 0n Sunday. SHASH: SHERHAR KASH

won all seven seats in the
capital

“Save democracy”
Mr. Kejriwal said be
chosen to resign now, rath-

resting Opposition Chief
Atinisters.

“1 want to appeal to all
non-BIP Chief Ministers in
country: if the Prime
Min.lsler Bies a fake case
agai u and imprisons
Foas, o ot restgn.
government i ;au
not Dl
Constitution, our country,
and our democracy are
more important  than
anything else,” Mr. Kejri-
wal said_

~EW DELHI

“pelitical drama” and said he
should have resigned six
months 3go. » PAGE 5

of the 70 seats in the Delhi

remaining in power for 49
days. 1 resigned
No one had

This is not the first time
that Mr. Kejriwal has re-
signed as Chief Minister.
After the 2013 Delhi As-
s iy election, when the
AAP made its debur and
came to power with the
help of Congress, Mr.
Kejriwal resigned within 49
days and sought a re-elec-
tion.

The AAP returned to
power in 2015, winning 67

the country,”
Mr. Kejriwal sasd.

“Trial by fire”
He emphasised that be had
not entered politics for mo-
ney or power, but to serve
nation. n Lord
Tonsrin sotumrsed frorm hia 1o
year exile, Sita had to un-
dergo an pari
[trial by fire]. Today, 1 have

said. In a sharp attack on
the Union government, Mr.
Kejriwal compared the cur-
rent BJP-led regime to Brit-

him to write letters,
they were delivered.

But this governme:

more tyrannical than the

Britsh_ A letter I wrote on

Auguss to the Lieute-

nant-Governor of Delhi

my
family visits would be
sopped: Futn the Bl
could not have

that 95 years after e
Independence, a ruler
more cruel and oppressive
than them would govern
this country.” he sad.

Bomb explodes at Minister’s house
in Manipur; no casualties reported

A ar the

house of Manipur Tran-

sport Minister Khashim

Vashum in Ukl town in
the State on tur

The Minister was in

State capital, Imphal,

Shorst 50 Len awea.

complex in

Hamlelkiemg ared i tha

N -

quarters oF Okl diserices
did = dam-

in the low intonsity

“We are trying to find
out who was behind the
biast.” an officer said.

Mr. Vv who also

aze
blast.

A Bimct Akoijas

el

tmphal West,
ubal, three of the
five districts in the valley,
ut was rel or a
hours to enable people to

ruling Bharatiya janata Par.
ty. This the second

wnu.ld no! apply to, or af

place in firibam by the Ma-

aipur police on Saturday.

Sit-in at New Delhi

The Imphal-based Coordi-

nating Committee on Mani-
the

O when an a

the house of former MLA regsndtng S conditional i

Yamu! Haokip in the ingof of b

Kuki-Zo-m: v i Lol o through

pi district killed his wife, broadband-~.

Sapam Charubala Another ~ development
The d  inthe Aa-

imphal Valley remained

nd was the rescue of a
42-yearold Kuki

Day of Democracy

lio, belongs to the Naga Pe- tense but Incident-free. woman uation and mistrust are be-
ople’s Front, an ally of the Curfew continued in Im- from a non-Kuki market- Ing aggravated.” Day of y—
Maharashtra

CIC asks Railway to disclose
list of staff with disabilities

S.¥ijay Kuunar

CHENN.

The Central Information
Commission (CIC) has ad-

Citing recent case of
fraud, Commissioner
says it is in public

such

ed the need to publicly
Gisciose the  Information
requested, to ensure tran-
sparency and probity.

vised the
uram division of the South-

Kumar Tiwari mentione
the recent case of an All In-
dia Service

tegory of people with dis- officer who was
abilities, _amid concern  dismissed from service, in
about - fake an tw©
certificar 1AS  probationer  Puja

The CIC ruling came in  Khedkar,  who dly

response to a Right to In-
tion

of their disability certifi-

es, in order to clear the Ci-

polls likely in
second week
of Nov: Shinde

The Hindu Bureau
UM

Dropping hints about the
elec

quested information, cit-
ing privacy concerns and
the lack of a larger public
interest.

Sharing personal details
of employees could lead to
an unwarranted invasion
of privacy, he said.

However, Mr. Tiwarl re-
cognised the gravity of the
issue raised by the com-

The

es.,
about fraudulent practices
in the recruitment process.
In his order. Informa-
tion Commissioner Vinod
cae
-(

wit
She has dented the allega-
tion.

I light of such inci-
dents, Mr. Trwari empha-

de-

tion, Maharashtra Chief Mi-
nister Eknath shinde told

in the second week of No-
vember and preferably in
v plisaa.
.embly elections are
Hkely to be held in the s=
cond week of bk
elecdon held in two-pha:
prefetable.
Merit and a good strike rate
will be the key criteria for

of
prives deserving candi-
dates of thelr rightful op-
portunities, he said.

e
sharing will be finalised in
the coming 8 to 10 days.”
he said.

Nipah death confirmed in Malappuram;
150 contacts asked to isolate themselves

MALAPPURAM

Health authorities in Kera-
Ia on Sunday confirmed
that 24-year-old man
from Wandoor i Malappu-
ram district In the State
had died fram Nipah infec-

O Health Atinister veena
George said tests at the Na-
tional Institute of Virology.
Pune, had confirmed it o

be a Nipah ca:
e man, a student in
Bengaluru, di -

sent the serum samples to
the virology laboratory at

St SF it Vien G 5 D e M VIS Kool Bt
death s

wake of the Nipan

the Gowvernment Medical
(_ollege Hospital, Kozhi-
kode.

©on ng.

uram. K RASESH

tion from the Pune insti-
tute, 16 committees were
formed under the protocol
at night.

Contact list
Districe Medical Officer R,

sald the man had
sougm treatment at four
private hospitals, and had
places

along with his friends.
Henc any as

tace list cted to
isolate themselves. As
of them h: d

symptoms, their samples
‘were sent for testing.

Dr. Renuka said all per-
sons likely to have come in-
to contact with the victim
were being traced and ob-
served. adding lhax there
was no need to w

©n July zl a u -year-old
boy from Pandikad, a
10 K from Wa. had
died from Nipah Infection

Govi edis

ernment
College * Hospital, | Kozhi-
kode. The boy's death had
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Dasara elephants join a function in front of the Mysuru Palace on Sunday to mark the International Day of Democracy. M.A. SRIRAM
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Every year on September
15, people around the
world come together to

celebrate the International

Day of Democracy.

J

This special day was
established by the UN
General Assembly in 2007

to promote and strengthen

democratic values.

J




 International Day of Democracy 2024: Theme

This year's theme for the International Day

of Democracy is ‘Artificial Intelligence as a tool for good
governance’, with a focus on ensuring effective

governance of Al at all levels, including internationally, to
harness its benefits while mitigating its risks.



https://www.cnbctv18.com/tags/democracy.htm

Democracy Index 2023

Only 8% of the world’s population lives in a “full democracy”

Full democracies
W o0-100 =
Bl s80-90

Flawed democracies

B 70-80
60-70

Hybrid regimes
50-60
40-50

Authoritarian regimes
M 30-40

B 20-30

BMo-20

No data

s
7 1
“ = A
| (.
& Mauritius

Source: EIU.



Democracy index, 2023

Authoritarian Hybrid Democracies

regimes ‘ regimes | Flawed | Full

Source: EIU



The Best and Worst Countries
For Democracy

2021 Democracy Index score
(10 = full democracy, 0 = authoritarian regime)"

2 NewZealand ) N © =7

26 United States

165  North Korea @ [l 1.08

166 Myanmar Gy [l 1.02

167 Afghanistan Jo32

* Takes into account electoral process and pluralism, civil liberties,
government functioning, political participation and political culture.

Source: Economist Intelligence Unit

@O statista %a




|2024: The Super Election Year
Countries where a national election is/was held in 2024

Expected number of voters: 2B (~25% of world pop.) Share of free elections™: 38%

w

European {
Parliament

Elections
European

LI N

\ 4
¢ Election moved

~

3} - (martial law)
o &, Linion o Ukraine
®
/*\ \‘r y
e
Biggest eIectlon
' India
By
In danger
due to coups @

Burkina Faso Smallest new

parliament (16 seats)
* Free and partially free: 75% Tuvalu

General, parliamentary, presidential and economic union elections
Sources: Anchor Change Election Cycle Tracker, Statista research

statista %a




The World's Biggest Democracies

Estimated population of the world biggest democracies
in 2024 (in million people)

India &
United States £ || 340.9
Indonesia 4 -278.7
e @ N 2170 ol
Japan @ [ 123.0
Philippines ’- 118.2
Germany a . 83.3
Thailand == [ 71.8 "
United Kingdom* 5 [} 67.9 . 5
France () | 64.8 "m
South Africa & . 60.7 QW’]R 7
X

ltaly () [ 58.8
Colombia @ || 52.2 Q
South Korea io¢ [J] 51.8

Spain & [ 47.5

* probably in October, no later than January 2025
Countries listed as democracies on EIU 2022 Democracy Index (latest available)

Sources: Economist Intelligence Unit, UN Population Division
statista %a

—
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GoOM to review GST rates on
health and life insurance

The GST Council constituted a 13-member Group
of Ministers on Sunday to suggest GST rates on

Guparat, Meghalaya, Punjab, Tamil I Nad. and
Telangana. The S4th GST eeting on
September 9 decided to establish a GnM to
examine and

on life and medical insur;
GST is levied on insurance premiums. »n

Technical e delays IndiGo
flight to Doha for 18 hours

An IndiGo flight from Mumbai to Doha

n Sunday
ing, e they were deplaned, the sources
added. ~The aircraft tried to depart a couple of
times but had to finally be called off due to the
time lag on account of various p

delays,” the airline said in
£

rocedural
a statement. While

id its

team offered assistance to the aﬂ'ec!ed customers.
and provided refres]

hments.
arrangements.

and other necessary

10 people Kkilled as
three-storey house
collapses in Meerut

Women and children are among the deceas
process under way to provide financial assistance: Cong.. SP express grief

Press Trust nn-ma
MEERUT/LLU

en people were
T e S

District Magistrate Dee-
pak Meena said the house
at Zakir N; ed in
the afternoon. trapping 15

gave information about 15
people. Three managed to
escape when the building
was collapsing,”

“The death toll stands at
10 while five persons are
alive. The rescue ra-
tions will continue till the
entire debris is removed,”

officer

at the medical college and
a postmortem examina
tion was being conducted.

uhkhm the kin of the de-

narur:
lamicy fund and £1.2 lakh
for the damage to the

L District Magistrate says

fall: Rescue operation under way after a house collapsed in
Meerut on Saturday. =

house. Action was also be-
ing taken to provide com-
pensation to the affected
family for the animals that
died in the incident, he

ma, 35, wife of Sajid; Sania,

Senior officlals, Includ-
ing Meerut Zone Additios
al'Director-General of Pol-
ice D.K. Thakur, Divisio:
Commissioner Selva

'me Samajwadi Sarcy
Congre

Xu-

o the aff; % mari J, Inspector-General

The district of police Jha,
tion released a list of the  and Senior Superintendent
deceased sunday of Police Vipin Tada
:nﬁernnoﬂ reached the spot to moni-

to it, those
ho dled have beer dents-
affo alias Nafias,

ns. her son Sajid, 40; Sai-

tor the rescue operation.
The NDRF, fire brigade and
police teams are engaged
in the rescue operation.

Policeman among 5
of family killed over
‘witchcraft’ in Sukma

RAIPUR

Five members of a family,

A priest had held the
victims responsible

t fortni

were allege: beaten to
over suspicion of
Family.
Village in Sulma district on “On Sunday, a meeting
Sunday, the police said. was held which was at-

The victims, three of

«

he Tort-
So far, five men,

the village, have been ar-

rested for the murders

Superintendent of
Police Kiran Chavan said

32; and Karl
Mr. Chavan said after a
couple of children died in

the village, the villagers
consulted their Baiga, or
the local priest, who point-

he w raft
being carried out by Mau-

tended by nearly 25 peo-
ple. Once the victims, in-
guding the head constable
plainclothes reached
s an argument ensued
between them and the oth.

been held are Saviam Ra-
jesh, 21, Saviam Hidma, Ka-
ram Satyam, 35, Kunjam
Mukesh, 28, and Podiam
Enka.

Further investigation is
under way, as senior police
officers reached the spot
soon after the incident.

incident es
days after a similar case
was reported in

1&B Ministry
to use Al tool
to predict

media trends

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELMI

The Information and
By

dashboard with the capa-

news reports for forecast-
ing emerging trends. The
100l Is expected to enhance
the Ministry’s ability to
SNYy teaptiod 15 suck
Al&ML-based

pla\'ibrm for multilingual

granslation and voice local-
isation will ve-
loped to facilitate efficient
public dissemination of in-
formation about govern-
ment initiatives.

Eol invited

€2 (ED Ly interested par-
ties for design, lop-
ment, unplememm,
and maintenance of the in-
tegrated

“in today’s media land-
scape, ahead of
emerging news trends is
essmﬂal for effective com-

zar-Bhatapara.  In _that
case, four members of a fa-

Al and ML technologies,
the Ministry afms to deploy
ing-edge tool to accu-

a
mily practised black magic.

mew scely predict future media

on patterns
SGentified 1o historieal da:
1a,” said the Eol request.

Power deal between
Maharashtra govt,
Adani rigged: Cong.

NEW DELHI

With the Adani Group win-

on
Sunday alleged that it was a
“rigped deal~ facilitated by
me Mahmntl movernm.

Gefest~ In the upcoming
election.
The o.;pa;mon parl’ys
attack ca

24.08 per unit beat the

Jairam Ramesh

hayuti Government in
Maharashtra totters
wards a landslide defeat,
this is what they choose to
St il Taee i g
in power. Yet r M
dani enterprise undoubt-
edlyt detadls of

Two Navy officers to embark on
gruelling blue-water global voyage

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

ARSE hirée yéous oL prepia”
rations, two women offic-
s of the Idian Navy are
set to embark soon on an
arduous blue-water voyage
around the world.

Lt. Commanders A.
Roopa and K. Dilna will be

Tarini, Navy spokesperso:
Commander vlvek ot

wal said on
Lt, Commander Diina,
who hails from Kozhikode,
into the

fough mission: The two officers have been prepanng for the Sagor
Parkrome expedition for the past three years. a8

the Sagar Parikrama e:
dition for the past lhme
adh-

Navy in June 20M. Her
father, the late Devadasan,
seved the Indian Army. L.

opa, & na-
tive of Puducherry, joined

years, C
wal said

Parikrama
would be a gruelling
voyage requiring extreme

belt,” Commander Madh-
wal sai

Brazil, via Cape Town in
South Africa, and back kst

year.
Thereafter, they under-

India sends supplies
to typhoon-hit Laos,
Myanmar, Vietnham

NEW DELHI

India on Sunday launched
Operarion Sadbhy to pro-

Louis, Mauritius again in
the same mode early this

ar.
“Indian Navy has made

Ia.nce g e
0 Laos, Myanmar,
Vietnam that have

Myanmar, Vietnam and
Laos. Ten tonnes of aid, in-
cluding dry ration, cloth-
ing and medicines left for
Myanmar anboard INS Sat-
fura on September

is carrying 35 tonnes of ald
comprising water purifica-
tion ftems, water contain-
ers, blankets, kitchen uten-
sils, solar lanterns for
Vietnam. Ten tonnes of aid
comprising genset, water
purification items, hygiene
supplies, mosquito nets,
blankets

sent for Laos,
fairs mnmer S. Jatshanlar

the Indian Navy and the In-  said in
eat AR Bt wariiogs Kot The 1AF has deployed its
action, hips €17 G

aircraft

and aircrat to ferry the
ance.

for the HADR operations to
airlift aid to Vietnam and

likes of JSW Energy and  this rigged deal will soon skills, physical finess and ~ Commander Abhilash To-  through thy 2 Plonesring of Laos. Swifc and efficient
Torrent Power. start tumbling out the Navy in june 2017 Her mentalalermess. Theoffic-  my. The officers, s partof fores of sall raining shi In solidaricy loading and d
Reacting to the develop- Supplies are to start | father, G. samy,  ers have been tralning rigo-  a six-member crew, had NS S our was d out by the C-17
ment, Congress general se-  within 48 months from the as in the Indian Air rously and gained thou- participated in trans- Geshing, Snd circumma. darlry mm the people pr i e ueid
cretary Jairam Ram date of award of the letter | Force. The two officers sands miles of oceanic expedition from  gating aboard INSV Mhadei | fected Yagi, Force Station, an IAF
sabd on X, "Even as the Ma-  of intent. have been preparing for experience under their Goa to Rio de Janeiro in  and INSV Tarini India is dlspalch‘.ng aid to  clal said.
To solve this puzzle cnline, o) SUDOKU FAITH

THERES HWEIREY + 14281  wgmomonny |

1 ot Tt s Voo i Sk 45245
18 Gramed new gun after corps left

Id, a day of rejoicing

T AN, Mt 1 Nt NS et ol i S’
ber 1018 2 very, special oocasion for M ims and com-

2 1
9

5
3
8

21 Bring the foot down slowly, tresd on mat, prostrate in the front
15)
22 sunt roasting some famb, pets bumed leading to msfocation

Proj
who Is e e e Prophes sent by Aliahy. This day

usually falls in the third month of the Islamic calendar Ra-

- Nho

holding feasts. The day marks participation in large pro-

113} §  bialawwal on the 1xh day. In the beginning it was a day

24 AGeman had » gemstone (S) 8 Z H memory of the Prophes. However, it is be-
an 5;“‘;‘"‘::‘7;";“" . Amegitat puts ome 7 8 4 1 Meved that h, the 13th century a transition took place in
I vt “atin or zame type of fabric i4) ?  observing the 12th day of Rabi” al-awwal from mourning to
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Bown H JE vras the Fatimid Caliphate in Egypt who formally de-
1 ice mined with zome cocsine? £T mizs haz doubt (10) i a of the Pro-
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3 Pome legendury archer n Gesmony (7 B
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B
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Acress 16 Hearthess. Hate police officer in England. original inhabitant (9] 9 3i2.716.8 teachings and lessons from Prophet Mohammad's
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81429536 comes a day of rejoicing and celebration for Mush
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India sends supplies
to typhoon-hit Laos,
Myanmar, Vietham

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India on Sunday launched
Operation Sadbhav to pro-
vide humanitarian assis-
tance and disaster relief
(HADR) to Laos, Myanmar,
and Vietnam that have
been hit by severe flooding
caused by Typhoon Yagi.

India has committed $1
million worth of flood re-
lief assistance to Vietnam
and $1,00,000 worth of as-
sistance to Laos, the Minis-
try of External Affairs an-
nounced. Following this,
the Indian Navy and the In-
dian Air Force swung into
action, deploying ships
and aircraft to ferry the
assistance.

In solidarity

“Demonstrating our soli-
darity with the people af-
fected by Typhoon Yagi,
India is dispatching aid to

Myanmar, Vietnam and
Laos. Ten tonnes of aid, in-
cluding dry ration, cloth-
ing and medicines left for
Myanmar onboard INS Sat-
pura on September 15. IAF
is carrying 35 tonnes of aid
comprising water purifica-
tion items, water contain-
ers, blankets, kitchen uten-
sils, solar lanterns for
Vietnam. Ten tonnes of aid
comprising genset, water
purification items, hygiene
supplies, mosquito nets,
blankets and sleeping bags
sent for Laos,” External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
said in a post on X.

The IAF has deployed its
C-17 Globemaster aircraft
for the HADR operations to
airlift aid to Vietnam and
Laos. Swift and efficient
loading and coordination
was carried out by the C-17
team at the Hindan Air
Force Station, an IAF offi-
cial said.
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Two Navy officers to embark on
gruelling blue-water global voyage

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

After three years of prepa-
rations, two women offic-
ers of the Indian Navy are
set to embark soon on an
arduous blue-water voyage
around the world.

Lt. Commanders A.
Roopa and K. Dilna will be
undertaking the expedi-
tion of circumnavigating
the globe onboard INSV
Tarini, Navy spokesperson
Commander Vivek Madh-
wal said on Sunday.

Lt. Commander Dilna,
who hails from Kozhikode,
was commissioned into the
Navy in June 2014. Her
father, the late Devadasan,
served the Indian Army. Lt.
Commander Roopa, a na-
tive of Puducherry, joined
the Navy in June 2017. Her
father, G.P. Alagirisamy,
was in the Indian Air
Force. The two officers
have been preparing for

the Sagar Parikrama expe-
dition for the past three
years, Commander Madh-
wal said.

“Sagar Parikrama
would be a gruelling
voyage requiring extreme
skills, physical fitness and
mental alertness. The offic-
ers have been training rigo-
rously and gained thou-
sands of miles of
experience under their

s
S/
Tough mission: The two officers have been preparing for the Sagar
Parikrama expedition for the past three years. ANI

belt,” Commander Madh-
wal said.

The officers are under-
going training under the
mentorship of ace circum-
navigator and Golden
Globe Race hero, retired
Commander Abhilash To-
my. The officers, as part of
a six-member crew, had
participated in trans-
oceanic expedition from
Goa to Rio de Janeiro in

Brazil, via Cape Town in
South Africa, and back last
year.

Thereafter, they under-
took a sailing expedition
from Goa to Port Blair and
back in double-handed
mode. Further, the duo
successfully undertook a
sortie from Goa to Port
Louis, Mauritius again in
the same mode early this
year.
“Indian Navy has made
significant efforts to revital-
ise the sailing tradition,
emphasising its commit-
ment to preserve maritime
heritage and promote sea-
manship skills,” the Navy
spokesperson said.

He said the Indian Navy
has taken a centre stage in
ocean sailing expeditions
through the pioneering ef-
forts of sail training ships -
INS Tarangini and INS Su-
darshini, and circumnavi-
gating aboard INSV Mhadei
and INSV Tarini.




* Upcoming Global
Circumnavigation by Two Women
Navy Officers

e Lt. Commanders A. Roopa and K.
Dilna of the Indian Navy are set to
embark on a challenging blue-
water voyage around the world.

* They will be sailing aboard the
Indian Navy's vessel INSV Tarini.




e Background of the Officers

e Lt. Commander K. Dilna, from Kozhikode, was commissioned into the
Navy in 2014.

* Lt. Commander A. Roopa, from Puducherry, joined the Navy in 2017.

* Both officers come from military families, with K. Dilna's father
serving in the Indian Army and A. Roopa's father serving in the Indian
Air Force.



* The Sagar Parikrama Expedition

* The officers have been preparing for
three years for this voyage, named
Sagar Parikrama, which demands
exceptional physical fitness, mental
alertness, and sailing skills.

* The expedition is designed to test the
limits of the participants' endurance,
requiring rigorous training and
extensive sailing experience.




Previous Experience and Training

The officers trained under the mentorship of retired Commander Abhilash
Tomy, a renowned sailor and Golden Globe Race hero.

They have participated in several trans-oceanic expeditions, including:

e A voyage from Goa to Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, via Cape Town in South Africa.
e Sailing expeditions from Goa to Port Blair and from Goa to Port Louis, Mauritius, in double-
handed mode.



* Indian Navy’s Focus on Sailing Tradition

* The Indian Navy has made significant
efforts to revitalize its sailing tradition
and promote maritime heritage and
seamanship skills.

* The Navy has taken a leading role in
ocean sailing expeditions, highlighted by
pioneering efforts through INS Tarangini

and INS Sudarshini, and global
circumnavigations aboard INSV Mhadei
and INSV Tarini.



* Consider the following statements regarding the upcoming global voyage of
two Indian Navy officers:

1.Lt. Commanders A. Roopa and K. Dilna will embark on the blue-water voyage
aboard INSV Mhadei.

2.The officers have been training for the Sagar Parikrama expedition for three
yvears under the mentorship of retired Commander Abhilash Tomy.

3.The Indian Navy has been emphasizing sailing traditions and has participated
in several global circumnavigation expeditions, including INSV Tarini.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?
* a)1and 2 only

* b) 2 and 3 only

* c)1and 3 only

«d)1,2,and 3
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ENTRY-LEVEL CATEGORIES REMAIN MUTED, SAY TOP EXECUTIVES

Omnam sets festive tone as premium durables drive sales

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Mumbai, September 15
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TEAM FROM UK WILL VISIT PROJECT SITES IN NOVEMBER

India eyes $10-bn infra

push from London funds

Early investments will
be in highway and
rapid transport projects

PRASANTA SAHU
New Delhi, September 15

INDIA IS LOOKING to attract investment
commitments to the tune of $10 billion
from funds parked in the City of Londonin
marquee projects, including highway
stretchesand the National Capital Region’s
rapid transport systems, by next year.

These initial investments from Lon-
don-based fund houses will herald large-
scale influx of “patient capital” in the
country’s burgeoning infrastructure sec-
tor, official sources said.

Earlier this month, a team led by Niti
Aayog CEO BVR Subrahmanyam met fund
houses in London to discuss the “huge
potential” in India. An agreement on the
financing bridge was signed between the
City of London Corporation and the Niti
Aayog on September 11 last year to tap a
part of the trillions of dollars managed by
London-based asset managers.

INFRA IN THE
FAST LANE

W Majority of asset
managers based in
London, the world's
second-largest
financial services
centre, don't invest
in India

W Officials cite
information gaps behind

lack of fund flows

M India is currently in
discussion with a host of
countries to attract FDI

W Net FDI
inflows to India
declined to

$26.5 bn

in FY24 from

$42 bn

in FY23

B India largely
finances its
infra projects
through locally
available funds

In the initial phase, the London funds
would be encouraged to participate in bids
for the National Highways Authority of
India’s 8-10 projects and three multimodal
hubs of National Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC)at Anand Vihar, Sarai
Kale Khanand Ghaziabad.The network has
been planned and spatially oriented to
ensure seamless integration with the
Indian Railways, Inter-State Bus Terminals
(ISBTs),airports and the Delhi Metro.

“Theaimisto deliver 4-6 marquee pro-

jects with the participation of a few big
international players. Then they will
become demonstration projects,”a senior
official said, adding that these same pro-
jectfinancing models would be replicated
in other projects.

Currently, India largely finances its
infrastructure projects through domesti-
cally available funds including govern-
ment budgets.

Continued on Page 17



* India's $10 Billion Infrastructure
Push from London Funds

* India is seeking to attract
investment commitments worth
S10 billion from funds parked in
London for infrastructure projects.

* The focus will be on marquee
projects such as highways and
rapid transport systems in the
National Capital Region (NCR).




* Agreement for Financing

* An agreement on the financing bridge was signed between the City of
London Corporation and NITI Aayog in September 2023.

* The aim is to channel a portion of trillions of dollars managed by
London-based asset managers towards Indian infrastructure.



* Focus on Early Projects

* The initial phase will see London-based funds participating in bids for
projects overseen by the National Highways Authority of India and
National Capital Region Transport Corporation (NCRTC).

* These projects include three multimodal hubs in Anand Vihar, Sarai
Kale Khan, and Ghaziabad, designed to integrate seamlessly with
Indian Railways, airports, bus terminals, and the Delhi Metro.



* Team Visit and Next Steps

* A team from the UK will visit project sites in India in November 2023
to assess investment opportunities.

* The first phase aims to deliver four to six marquee projects with
international collaboration, establishing them as demonstration
projects.



* Challenges in Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
* India’s net FDI inflows fell to $26.5 billion in FY24, down from $S42 billion in FY23.

* Most asset managers based in London do not invest in India due to information
gaps, although India is currently engaged in discussions with several countries to
attract more FDI.

* Current Infrastructure Financing

* India largely finances its infrastructure projects through locally available funds,
including government budgets.

* The goal of engaging London funds is to establish new financing models and draw
international participation.



* Consider the following statements regarding India's plan to attract
investment from London-based funds for infrastructure projects:

1.India is looking to attract $10 billion in investment from London-based
asset managers for projects including highways and transport systems.

2.India’s net FDI inflows increased from $26.5 billion in FY23 to S42 billion
in FY24.

3.An agreement on the financing bridge was signed between the City of
London Corporation and NITI Aayog in September 2023.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
* a) 1 and 3 only

* b) 2 and 3 only

*c)1and 2 only

«d)1,2,and3



Delay in Appointment of NHRC
Chairperson




Section 2, 3 and 4 of TPHRA lay down the rules for appointment to the NHRC. The chairperson and members of the NHRC are
appointed by the President of India, on the recommendation of a committee consisting of:

» The Prime Minister (chairperson)

e The Home Minister

» The Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha (Lower House)

» The Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha (Upper House)

» The Speaker of the Lok Sabha (Lower House)

» The Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha (Upper House)




Details

It is a statutory body. The chairman and members hold
office for a term of three years or till age of seventy.

Structure

Chairperson: Former Chief Justice of India or a Judge of the SC.
One member: Former judge of SC or Chief Justice of a HC.
Three Members: Having knowledge regarding human rights.

The Chairpersons of NCSC, NCST, NCW, NCM, NCBC, NCPCR "
are ex-officio members. _./

Functions

[nquire into violations of human rights by government of India

Review the factors for acts of terrorism andg recommend remedial measures
To study treaties and other international instruments on human rights

To visit jails and study the condition of inmates

Engage in human rights education among various sections of society and
promote awareness of the safeguards available.

Encourage the efforts of NGOsto work in the field of hunan rights.




* The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has been without a
full-time chairperson since June 1, 2024, following the retirement of
former Supreme Court Justice Arun Mishra.

* About Current Leadership

* VVijayabharathi Sayani is the only full-time member and acting
chairperson, handling all responsibilities.
 The NHRC should have a chairperson and five other full-time members. It is

currently operating with only one full-time member out of six required
positions and seven ex-officio members.



About National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC)

It was established on October 12, 1993, under
the Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993,
amended by the Protection of Human Rights
(Amendment) Act, 2006.

It aligns with the Paris Principles, which were
endorsed by the UN General Assembly in 1993.

The Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 was
amended in 2019 to allow any Supreme Court
judge to head the NHRC, not just retired Chief
Justices of India.

o €
a [



Functions and Mandate

Enquire into complaints of human rights violations or negligence by public
servants.

Study human rights treaties and international instruments.

Make recommendations for effective implementation of these treaties to the
Government.

Promote human rights awareness among the public.

Encourage human rights literacy at both national and international levels.



World Ozone Day



* The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change held an event in
New Delhi to celebrate the 30th World Ozone Day.

* About Day

* World Ozone Day is celebrated on 16th September each year to
commemorate the signing of the Montreal Protocol, an international
environmental treaty for phasing out of production and consumption of
Ozone Depleting Substances, that came into force on this day in 1987.

* Theme: The theme for 2024 was “Montreal Protocol: Advancing Climate
Actions,” highlighting the Montreal Protocol’s dual role in protecting the
ozone layer and driving global climate action.



* India’s Participation :

* India is a Party to the Montreal
Protocol since June 1992, has been
successfully implementing
the Montreal Protocol and its
ozone-depleting substances phase-
out projects and activities in line
with the phase-out schedule of the
Protocol.




* India has phased out Chlorofluorocarbons, Carbon tetrachloride,
Halons, Methyl Bromide and Methyl Chloroform for controlled uses
as on 1 January 2010, in line with the Montreal Protocol phase-out
schedule.

 Currently, Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) are being phased out as
per the accelerated schedule of the Montreal Protocol.



 Ozone, with the chemical formula
O3, differs from the breathable
oxygen (O;) essential for life.
— Although it makes up a small part
of the atmosphere, ozone is crucial
for human well-being.
— Most ozone is found in the
stratosphere, 10 to 40 km above
Earth’s surface, where it absorbs
harmful ultraviolet radiation from
the Sun, making it “good” ozone.




* — |n contrast, excess ozone at Earth’s surface, formed from pollutants,
is “bad” ozone and can be harmful.
— Naturally occurring ozone near the surface also helps remove
pollutants from the atmosphere.




Word of the day

Callow:
young and inexperienced

Synonyms: naive, untrained, immature

Usa gE€. Voters are fed up with callow youths.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/callowpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /kalou/
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