Daily Current Affairs

P oo [
1d’: Trun

—— |atl0n5hhp -

o deferce. | MOGIGRAISE. Cuih PM & Demarcus
e b

AMU cops

iﬁ@wﬁa

as pmlo.slors run ric - “A:a‘m“"’nl"’u:'ﬂi. R Lo chver s

e e
\\\Thelndlan EXPRESS

U q\».-\ M oF o

. w1 3T o P

-*-A He Dhink s BE i€3.2 new
Aupter o tiex Mo

12 e |GOO Mommg Indlamenca

Pf\l Sousing rekc ame i Ademe ahad
dteesfalis n NewDehitoday
i ¢~ R et

Policeman afnong S killed | Donald Trump calls Mc
in l)dhl viol¢nce over CAA | friend: ld\'l‘lh(‘\ p]d]sc

ST trail. NIA
Ructs scarches in T

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




»

/" PIB, PR4 &

The Hindu \6 ‘
U i ‘ Other
newspaper

ﬁG‘

The Indian i U Jansatta
Express

0
Financial
Express



GURRENT
AFFAIRS GOURSE

“UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS (2023+2024)| /
/
4 \ \ /

@ COMPLETE NOTES(PDF)

GCOMPLETE ol IVE

GK/GS cuURSE DOUBT SESSION
“STATIC GK oot
“HISTORY USE cnnE o i Na »
JPOLITY

< GEOGRAPHY BB“
<ECONOMICS

CALL FOR SUPPORT: +91-7414862047




Class24 App download




IF YOU WORK, IT WILL WORK.

PURSUE FITNESS BLOG




TUESDAY
September 17, 2024

www.thehindu.com roLLOW US

INTERNATIONAL
EDITION
18 Pages

[ —

TH

[rTIT—

Vol.2 - No.223

frrer—

.

GUIARAT ENERGY SUMMIT
India is the best bet of
21st century: Modi

[y e e e wews = = S e v wew s e v wews 5 Vege v e 5 Geen v

18 fishermen,
1 trawler go,
missing at sea

Military export
to Israel —
genocide
Where court failed in
issue of foreign policy

HARMANPREET SHINES
India cruises past
Korea, meets China

Onions worth lakhs
stuck at borders, ports
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escapes
assassination bid
at his golf course

FLomIDA

KOLKATA

frer a meeting with
protesting doclnrs

Bengal Chier Miniater Ma:
mata Banerjee announced
that

Denald Trump was safe o
Sunday after the Secret Senvice
foied what the FBI called an
apparent assassination

atternpt whie he was golfing.
in Florida. » PAGE 14

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
Revealing disagreements in the
way the Malayalam film

-+ panels to Cong.

NEW DELHI
Adter prolonged negetisticns,

Devslopment, and Education
to the Congress. » PAGE 5

Pezeshkian vows
to ensure women
are not ‘bothered”

TEMRAN

Iranian President Masoud

Pezeshkian vowed on Monday

to enzure that morasty police
et “bother” wo

do net men,
speaking on the second
anniversary of Mshsa Aminrs

death in custody. % PAGE 14

them,
Kolkata Police Commis-
sioner et Kumar

officials of Health Depart-
ment would be replac:
“We have

move the Director of
Health Services and Direc-
tor of Medical College. Af-
ter the demand of doctors,
the Commissioner of Kol-
kata Police has decided to
step aside pending investi-

tion,” Ms. Banerjee said.
Stating that the talks were

those who Ticipat-
ed in the protests over the
past few weeks.

The minutes signed by
boch parties said, “As re-
gards their demands relar-
ing to action against Kolka-
@ pouce the CP Kolkata
Polic D North will be
transfe As regards
health manpower,
Sent DAME and DHS will be
transferred ™

~On certain points, we
reached an agreement, but

eement remains on

s said.
. Banerjee said the
memorandum was signed
by 42 representatives

the doctors: side and Chief

Secretary Mano) Pant on
the part of the State

vernment.
The meeting started at 6
p.m. and lasted for almost

Prolonged protest: Junice doctors in front of Swastiya Bhavan in Kolkats on Monday. T

four hours; the doctors

erged from the Chief
Miniger's residence just a
ew  minutes  before
mi

The meeting came after
four earlier atempts fafled
over the Senseas

r live-stream
o recording of e

cussions. While the doc-

phers to the meet-
h the Chief Minister.
sc

hearing
The meeting also comes
ahead of the Supreme

apex court, In an earlier
aring on September 9,
d urged the protesting

twee:
the Chief ) Minister and the
delegan

says !zllm were positive and no action will be uken against those who had participated in the protests

The doctors, under the
banner of West Bengal Ju-
nior Doctor’s Forum, held
a meeting and decided to
Join the discussions.

The protesting junior
doctors had been insi

ineet Goyal and se-

Blue mountains

—

in Tamit

AAP to pick a new CM as
Kejriwal prepares to quit

NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind

the remainder of the go-

vernment's tenure. Before

the meeting. all AAP legis-

lators are scheduled to

gather at 11.30 a.m_ to de-
e on the candidate.

Manizh Ssmodia arrives at Arvind
Kejriwal's residence in New
elhi on Monday.

mittee (PAC) gathered for
discuss|
“Today, he [Mr. Kejri-

wsll called a meeting of the

< . The Chief Minis-

ter talked one-to-one with
rs who

al the new

the meeting about
Chilef Minster and took
leader Saurabh Bhaxadwaj
® development

Monday:
Sollowed bar. Kejrtwal an-
nouncing on S\lnday his

after the Supreme Court
granted him bal in the Del-
i liquor policy case.

RISKY GAMBIT
»PAGES

After peace talks, Dalits get
entry to temple in Tamil Nadu

The Bureau
CHENNAL

Residents of Vazhudambe-
du Colony in i
poondi taluk in Tiruvallur
district of Tamil Nadu were
able to enter the
Pidari Eui:

the villagers info the tem-
ple, said the dominant
caste members were told

Aispute arose after

They were not
allowed to use the
pathway to the

of both communities and
they agreed to come to a
compromise.” he said.

The temple was sealed
on the day

who did not want to be

able to worship inside the

emple.
Tiruvallur district Ass'lxr
tant C

Peeczada Ashiq
SEINAGAR

Campaigning ended on
Monday for the first phase

which
for the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) and the Na-

tional Conference. Besides
the traditional rivals, the

g additional l:hzlge) of
the HR&CE portfolio K.

of the event to  Chitra Devi said staff mem-
prevent any law and order  bers had been posted at
issues. the temple w0 ensure that
scrimina-

b was

“FIR for
- villagers had sur-

Report IHRI againat the

Adl w
allowed to use the path
0 the emple by persons of
caste Hindu group.
Since e land actually be-
longs to the & . we ex-
plained it to the residents
<t

reglaened for iscrimina:
* he adde:

The temple was sealed
cwice earlier too due to dif-
ferences between the two
communities. A resident,

lowed inside the temple.
A police has been
stationed at the temple to
ensure peace the situa-
ton would continue w be
monitored by the local pol-
ice officials, she added_
The Cnlkcl‘of said plans
for works to-
Talting 73 Lyniy including

localities,
struction of a shelter.

B|P, Congress, CPI(M), In-

and the Jammu and Kash-
mir Awami lrtehad Party,
led by Sheikh Abdul Rash-
id, MP, also known as Engi-
neer Rashid, who is out on
bail

All the 16 segments of
Anantnag, Pulwama, Sho-
pian and Kulgam in south

go to the polis in this

phase.
In 2084, the PDP had
won 11 seats from south
A total nf B.27
1akh voters, inc!
1akh youth, will decide the
fate of leaders such as litja
Mufti, 37, daughter of PDP

Jammu
Abduiah acdresses 3 public rally in Pubwama on Monday. AN

Muf-

from the Pulwa-

who is from
Srigufwara-Bijbehara.

“Bijbehara is not just a
home to the Muftis but is
our . 1t will always
remain so. I serve
people not as a politician
but as a daughter and a sis-
ter,” Ms. fltja sald. She is
pitted against Bashir Ah-
mad Veeri of the NC, who
wo has campaigned with
vigour auracting sizeable
crowds in his rallies.

The PDP's wa.heed \.u-
Rehman Parra, who
15 months In Jall on charg:
es under the Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act, is

Is up
against 1t 1t candidates, in-
cuding the NC's Moham-

Khalil Bandh, a form-

the Jel. It is for the first
time that the banned outfit
is

elections as their potential
chance to revive and ex-
pand in south Kashmir in
the wake of several senior
leaders lezvlng the PDP in
five years and

el of the leition

NC leader and former
MP Hasnain Massodi is
contesting from Pampore
and former Minister Sakee-
na Masood from D.H. Pora.

Senior Congress leader
Ghulam Mir
fighting tbe elecilon Mo

Campaigning ends for first phase of polls in J&K

ed the

Dooru and is pitted against
the PDP's -
raf Malik.

For first time, the

didates in south Kashmir.
The party is :onzesang
from Rajpora, Shopian. Ko-
‘Ananmag-4:
Anantnag-44, Srigufwar:
Bijbehara and Shangus-

candidates in an election.
The CPI(M)'s M.Y. Tari-

gami s up agal Jel-
d candidate Sayar
Ahmad Reshi in Kulgam,

to-neck
The NC-Congress com-
bine is looking ar these

which is set to see a neck-
Aghe.

In the Chenab valley,
with more Muslim voters
than Hindus, the BIP s

le

g pr e
paigning for the first p

I Shopian district on Mon-

security forces, security at
booths, and polling sta-
tions.  Quick Response
Tepins, Spectal Resporse

Sure seamiess sectrity-
said.

“NO RETURN FOR TERRORISM®
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The percentage of
independents in fray
in Jammu & Kashmir
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Bail granted to MPs
linked to Pak’s ex-PM
Imran Khan

days after they led a major ralty in the.
=capital, 1stamabad. e
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Death toll due to
Typhoon Yagi in South
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the US. will provide

Deaths due to gang
infighting in Mexico's

At least 30 peopls from Khan's
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East Asian countrie:

Yagi battered
Myanmar, Vietnam,
with powerful winds and a buge dump of

rain over & week aga, triggering fleads and
langslices. v

Lacs and Thasand

Bangladesh

202

three sectors: gacd gove:
fusman, snd sconame: oppertsnity, snd
resilience. v

USAID will

Bangladesh for s
rance, secisl,
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Zambada, wha claimed he
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had been

o i e T et e T

Follow us @ facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hinda (&)

nstagram.com;the hindu

VVhy is T.N’s education funding on hold?

= ‘;]‘ll]&hd Funds for this \-E".lr" “"h_lr. are the cundllms attached to the release of Tamil Nadus education funds? How does
formula ssLe?

amil Nadu s yet o recelve this
< Union

government, the Centre has linked thess
unds to the complete implementation of
Edu

hree e formula.
et o et et iy
with a public war of words. n the
Centre and State eruping on X

What is Samagra Shiksha and why
‘has Tamil

school
tion from nursery till Class 12, with

components for teachér training and

salarles. special sducstion, diginal

e infrastnicture,

emimietratree relrn wacatione and

spons educanion, with grants

contributing funds
475 Tamil Nadu's allocation under
scheme amounts to £3,586 crore of
wmm the Central share 3 T2152 crore.
riy instalment of $575
IJT]VH halfwa;

5 lermes to Prime Minister &

P
disbursal, namely, the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (Mol?)
fos another Censrally-sponso:
education scheme called PM Schools for
Rising India (PM Shri). This scheme, being
run from 2002 2027, aims to create 14,500

[T ————

making it mandstoey far all stdents to shudy

bath Tamd and English thrau gheut ther schoel years. P

muodel schools across the coun
Emcane fhe {mplementation uf NEE
2020, and has a much smaller project cost
of 27,360 crore. The Centre has sent at
Beast 10 letters to Tamil Nadhs from

2022, asking the State to sign
the MoU, which inchuded an

not recefved Samagra Shiksha funds.

what is Tamil Nadu's problem with
the NEP 20207

In a post on X, Mr. Mahesh said the State's
ebjections -relare 10 specific elenents ke
‘the threel i 1

fully implement the N
T Wlarch 30134, the State
undertaking it it would db 2o, with
Tl Mo Echiation Mirslster Anbil
Mahesh saying that this was because the
P24 Shir Mol was belng linked o funding

Eave an

current year. In July, the State signed a
modified Mo, dropping the paragraph
on NEP implementation, however, this

August letter.
WDich had stgmed the MoU Bad recated

currieulum " mesied that
“Tamil Nadu is already implementing
mmry mecepemhile sapects af HER fonsh
ks own inisiatives also warned that
Tenkira the relesme of Samagrs Shikea
funds to full NEP compliance “infringes
upon the Staze’s

i

n
“Tamil Madu's draft State Education

than the NEP, which inchudes the
| years. The SEP
ﬁveyeaﬂsaslhe age o(em'lym ‘Class 1, as
st six years

the funds, and in pns(

accused the Centre of “denying funds

the best performing Scates for SeRusing 1o
NEP*-.

'l'he mnnn Education department has

signed the complete PM Shri Mol and has

proposed by the NEF. The biggest hurdle,
however, is the NEF's three-language
formula

Why does Tamil Nadu oppose the
three- formular

The NEP 2020 recommends the mother
tongue or the local langnage as the

medium of instruction il Class 5 and says
that all school students should be taught
atleast three languages, of which two
must be native to India. This

has been in every NEP since 1968, and has

s
pre-Independence era. From a
agitation

THE GIST

Tamil Mack hasn't received its
Samagrs Shiksha funds for the
current year.

Tamil Mac rejects the MEP's
requirement far teaching three
languages, prefering its cam
e language formuts

aver NEF

Hind In the 19305 to wiclent antl-Hinds |
riots in the late 19605, to protests against
the NEP and Navodaya schools in 1986,
there has been a consistens political
consensus on the issue.
Instead, the State I.lnpl.emgmsa

twn langmgz formula, maling

Il students to smdy bach
ool and L—.n.;u_qn throughout

oal years, and they are et ehoase

‘Hinds or any oth,

i, e eritvee Tamnil as 2
pillar of aur identity while also ensuring
furure generations are equipped with
English proficiency.” Mr. Mahesh said in a
TECENt past on X.

NEF 2020 says that “there will be a
greater fexibility in the three-language
e, and o kg will be fmposed
on any State”, mdicating that it is not
mandatory to include Hindl as one of the
three languages. However, this would still

to choose Tamil as a third
afew

Al major political parties in Tami
Nadiu have rejected this formmsla

principle. When Union

Minister Dharme

whether this “principled” stance aglﬂns(
NEP meant that Tamil Nadu was opposing
education in the mother tongue ncluding
“Tamil, Mr. Mahesh responded that the
State's pulicy has “always priositised
inclusive Learning with

corner. , wiile e
with knowledge in English”_

pare has led to

Tamil Madu and the Centre.

How do emergency provisions
impact Centre-State relations?

What is the federal structure of

Rangarajan k.
The story so f

re in India? Hew do Artides 355 and 356 affect federalism?

sl specifier that the Centre shookl
ensure that every State govern

operate according to the ot
Article 356 allows for the Imposition of
®he President's rule if a State's

ar:
he recent spate of renewed
viclence in Manipur has once
aggain tri the

and the use of emergency provisions by
the Centre.

What is our federal set-up?
trecia ds a

in
accordance with constiutional
provisions. While in the U.5. and
Australia, federal government funcrions
also imvoive provecting Stazes. their

do not congain provisions
for v

the Centre and the States. The Seveni
schedule to the Indian

distributes the power bacmasn the Undon
and States. Under this scheme, it is the
domain of the Stare governments to
maintain kaw and order in their respective
States.

what are

State governments.

B.R. Ambedkar explained the purpose
of Article 355, keeping in mind the federal
character of our polity, that if the Centre
£ 1o interfere in the State's

principles and federalism that Article 356

1997), the legal position with respect to
Article 355 has shifted. The scope of
actions under (Ius article has been

it all starutorily and

torally reilshle netions

Unidon b dischargs duties of protecting
the State and englnn\g hat its governance
is in accordance with the Constitution.

What are the suggestions?
The Sarkaria Commission on Centre-State
Relations (1957, the National Commission
o Revlcur the Working of fhe Conatiutimn
. and Commission on
Centre State Relations amn: have all
opined that Article 355 not only imposes a
duty on the Unlon it thee

THE GIST

Inesia's Federal systern divides
porers between the Urdon and
State gavermments, with States
resporsiale far maintsning
laws ard arder.

Artcles 335 and 358 of the
Constis

Power to take necessary actions for the
effective performance of that duty.
of the President’s rule under

Court's categorical thes B
omimal case (1994) that such misuse was

reszricted, The court held thar Article 356

should be imposed only in ofa

a3 distinguished from an ordinary
breakdown of law and order. It also held

under article 356, it must be by or under
some obligation which the Constitution
Emposes on the Centre. Hence, Article 355
was incorporated to check any arbitrary
or use of Article 356.

‘What have the courts ruled?

Dr. Ambedkar again in the constinsent
Assembly wished that Articles 355 and
356 would never be operation
and would remain a dead Imex. However,
it was @ travesty of the Cornst

morlsa i nac o pokics] mascs.
x hand, the scope of Article
355 s s weidbored By varios
Supreme Coure rulings. In Stas of
Ws Lnion of tndia 19773, the

«cases such as Naga People’s Movernen
Humar Rights Vs Usion of India (1958),
Sarbanarda soncwal ¥s Urics of indis
(20:05), and H.S_ fain Vs Union of indic

Article 356 must be
situations of usmost gravity and
e skuation in Mankpur 1s grave.
Large-scale viokence against innoce
civilians, women and children; Loo(Lng of
from poli

and missile attacks rargeting civillans

rty ks the
e, hias ramilved i Article 356 not bedng
imvoked. However, under Article 355, al
possible InstrLCHons AR sctons
continue to be pursued 1o restore

a‘lﬂm st
R is a former IAS offcer and
author af polity Simptied Vi
expressed are personal

Socarding b the Constution.




Why is T.N.s education funding on hold?

Why has Tamil Nadu not received its Samagra Shiksha funds for this year? What are the conditions attached to the release of Tamil Nadu's education funds? How does

the National Education Policy 2020 affect funding? Why is the three-language formula a contentious issue?

EXPLAINER

Priscilla Jebaraj

The story so far:
amil Nadu is yet to receive this
year’s funds from the Union
government under the flagship
education scheme Samagra
Shiksha. According to the State
government, the Centre has linked these
funds to the complete implementation of
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
which includes provisions that the State
has opposed, including the contentious
three-language formula. The impasse has
come to a head over the last two weeks,
with a public war of words between the
Centre and State erupting on X.

What is Samagra Shiksha and why
has Tamil Nadu not gotten funds
under it?

Samagra Shiksha is an integrated
Centrally-sponsored scheme for school
education from nursery till Class 12, with
components for teacher training and
salaries, special education, digital
education, school infrastructure,
administrative reform, vocational and
sports education, with grants for
textbooks, uniforms, and libraries, among
others. The scheme’s estimated outlay
between 2021 and 2026 is ¥2.94 lakh
crore, with the Centre and States
contributing funds in a 60:40 ratio. For
2024-25, Tamil Nadu’s allocation under
the scheme amounts to 3,586 crore of
which the Central share is 32,152 crore,
with a first quarterly instalment of 3573
crore, which has not yet arrived halfway
through the financial year.

In a letter to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi last month, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin accused the Centre of
imposing a prerequisite for the fund’s
disbursal, namely, the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
for another Centrally-sponsored
education scheme called PM Schools for
Rising India (PM Shri). This scheme, being
run from 2022-2027, aims to create 14,500

In limbo: The State implements a two-language formula, making it mandatory for all students to study

) .

both Tamil and English throughout their school years. pTi

model schools across the country to
showcase the implementation of NEP
2020, and has a much smaller project cost
of 27,360 crore. The Centre has sent at
least 10 letters to Tamil Nadu from
September 2022, asking the State to sign
the MoU, which included an agreement to
fully implement the NEP.

In March 2024, the State gave an
undertaking that it would do so, with
Tamil Nadu Education Minister Anbil
Mahesh saying that this was because the
PM Shri MoU was being linked to funding
for the much larger Samagra Shiksha —
the delayed third and fourth instalments
from 2023-24, and the full funds for the
current year. In July, the State signed a
modified MoU, dropping the paragraph
on NEP implementation, however, this
was unacceptable to the Centre. In his
August letter, Mr. Stalin noted that States
which had signed the MoU had received
the funds, and in a September post on X,
accused the Centre of “denying funds to
the best-performing States for refusing to
bow to the NEP”.

The Union Education department has
taken umbrage at this implication. In
response to an article by The Hindu, a
Ministry spokesperson said it was
“misleading” and “incorrect” to suggest
any such “quid pro quo”. However, the
fact remains that Tamil Nadu has not
signed the complete PM Shri MoU and has

not received Samagra Shiksha funds.

What is Tamil Nadu’s problem with
the NEP 2020?

In a post on X, Mr. Mahesh said the State’s
objections “relate to specific elements like
the three-language formula and
curriculum changes”, and noted that
“Tamil Nadu is already implementing
many acceptable aspects of NEP through
its own initiatives”. He also warned that
linking the release of Samagra Shiksha
funds to full NEP compliance “infringes
upon the State’s constitutional autonomy
in education”.

Tamil Nadu’s draft State Education
Policy (SEP), submitted in July, clearly
indicates that the State wants to stick to
the 5+3+2+2 curricular formula, rather
than the NEP, which includes the
pre-school years. The SEP also proposes
five years as the age of entry to Class 1, as
against six years in the NEP. The State
wants undergraduate college admissions
to be based on Class 11 and 12 marks,
rather than a common entrance test as
proposed by the NEP. The biggest hurdle,
however, is the NEP’s three-language
formula.

Why does Tamil Nadu oppose the
three-language formula?

The NEP 2020 recommends the mother
tongue or the local language as the

medium of instruction till Class 5 and says
that all school students should be taught
at least three languages, of which two
must be native to India. This
three-language formula recommendation
has been in every NEP since 1968, and has
been implemented in many States by
teaching the local language, as well as
English and Hindi, with Sanskrit also
offered as an option, especially in
Hindi-speaking States.

Tamil Nadu has had a long-standing
opposition to this formula, dating back to
social movements in the
pre-Independence era. From a
widespread agitation against mandatory
Hindi in the 1930s to violent anti-Hindi
riots in the late 1960s, to protests against
the NEP and Navodaya schools in 1986,
there has been a consistent political
consensus on the issue.

Instead, the State implements a
two-language formula, making it
mandatory for all students to study both
Tamil and English throughout their
school years, and they are free to choose
Hindi or any other language as an
optional third. “We embrace Tamil as a
pillar of our identity while also ensuring
future generations are equipped with
English proficiency,” Mr. Mahesh said in a
recent post on X.

NEP 2020 says that “there will be a
greater flexibility in the three-language
formula, and no language will be imposed
on any State”, indicating that it is not
mandatory to include Hindi as one of the
three languages. However, this would still
allow students to choose Tamil as a third
language, to be studied for just a few
years in middle school.

All major political parties in Tamil
Nadu have rejected this formula on
principle. When Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan asked
whether this “principled” stance against
NEP meant that Tamil Nadu was opposing
education in the mother tongue including
Tamil, Mr. Mahesh responded that the
State’s policy has “always prioritised
inclusive learning with Tamil as a
cornerstone, while empowering students
with knowledge in English”.

THE GIST

v

Tamil Nadu hasn’t received its
Samagra Shiksha funds for the
current year.

v

Tamil Nadu rejects the NEP’s
requirement for teaching three
languages, preferring its own
two-language formula.

v

The disagreement over NEP
compliance has led to
heightened tensions and a
public exchange between
Tamil Nadu and the Centre.



Tamil Nadu's Education Funding on Hold:

Tamil Nadu has not received this year’s Samagra Shiksha funds from the Union Government.

The Centre linked the release of these funds to the state’s compliance with the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, which Tamil Nadu opposes, particularly the three-language formula.




What is Samagra Shiksha?:

Samagra Shiksha is a centrally sponsored scheme to enhance school

education with a focus on improving the quality of education.

The funding distribution is on a 60:40 basis between the Centre and
the States.




e Reasons for Non-Release of Funds:

* The Centre demands that Tamil Nadu sigh a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) that fully implements the NEP 2020, including
contentious areas like the three-language formula.

* The state government argues that this infringes upon its
constitutional autonomy in education and has not complied with the
Centre's demand.



* Tamil Nadu’s Opposition to the NEP 2020:

* Tamil Nadu’s major objection lies with the three-language formula, a
part of the NEP.

* The state has long supported a two-language formula, advocating for
Tamil and English as mandatory subjects, and rejecting Hindi as a
third language.

 Historically, Tamil Nadu has resisted the imposition of Hindi, dating
back to the anti-Hindi agitations in the mid-20th century.



1.Political Implications:

1. The dispute over the NEP and its compliance has strained Centre-State
relations, especially with regard to education funding.

2. The issue of linguistic autonomy is significant for Tamil Nadu, which continues
to champion the cause of protecting its language and educational policy
decisions.



* The 42nd Amendment Act was
enacted in 1976, reorganizing
the Seventh Amendment to
ensure that the subjects of the
State list such as education,
forestry, wildlife and bird
protection, the administration of

justice, and weights and

o .




* With reference to the disagreement between Tamil Nadu and the Central
Government regarding the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, consider
the following statements:

1.Tamil Nadu has historically supported the imposition of Hindi as a compulsory
language in schools.

2.Tamil Nadu follows a two-language policy, advocating for Tamil and English as
the only mandatory languages in schools.

3.The release of Samagra Shiksha funds to Tamil Nadu is contingent on the
state's compliance with the NEP 2020.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
* (a) 1 only

* (b) 2 and 3 only

* (c) 2 only

e (d) 3 only
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InGovern raises
concern over
paper leaks by CCI

Whither secrecy: CCt

Suresh P Ivengar
MUMBA

had recentty found that Amazon
and Flipkart violated local campetition laws. FLE PHOTO

1n a letter written to Madhabi Puri Buch,
Chatrman, SEBI, InGovern said it is a matt
significant concern regarding the recent Tealk of
confidential d ed to the ongolng
le,

cuments rel
antitrust inve:

Amazon and Walmart's Flipkart by the

ans
similar leaks having occurred in high- pmfue cases
involving global leaders such as Google and
Apple. CCI has recently found U.S. e-commerce

Amazon
local competition Laws by

and Walmart's Flipkart violated
giving preference to

select sellers on their shopping websites.

In 2020,
Amazon and F

CCl ordered an u-mau;annn into

omoting

“15p]
certain sellers \n‘l(h ‘which they Ilad hlmnm
arrangements and giving priority to certain

Histings.
In a 1,027

report on Amazon and a

-page
geparate 1,696 page report on Flipkart released

wo

cornpn.nlg et S o Peave Sreane.d it

sel

> where rs
higher in search results, elbowing out other

sefler:

<.
(The writer is with The Hindu businessiine)

Why rate cuts by the U.S. Federal
Reserve matter to world markets

When the US. Federal Reserve cuts interest rates on

NEWS ANALYSIS

Beuters
LONDON

hen the Federal
Reserve deliv-

2 widely-an-

seipated interesz rate cut
day, its firse in

four years, the move will

in focus for world markess:

Follow the leader

in spring, as U.S. inflation

proved stickier than ex-

pected, investors ques-

cloned how Ewr others such
the European Central

Ban or the Bank of Canar

fore their currencies wea-
kened too far, adding to
price pressures.

. its first in four

Reprieve at tast: U.S. rate cuts finally starting comdorts regions facing weaker economies than the

United States. REUTERS

Us. cus Snally scarting
comforts regions fack
weaker economies.

ers added to bets for rate

thelr ‘first_quarcerly fall
since end-2023,
Fed pivot was annd =g

Breathing space
Lower U.S. rates a
emerging market central

kind of cycle this i
tobe —will it be |
when there w

by
whindicre

KENNETH BROUX
Research head, Socste Generale

was 500 bps

banks more room for ma-
noeuvre to ease the
sefves and support domes-
tic growth.

Around half of the sam-

Ame:
rope. But volatility and un-

certainty around the U.S.
Presidential election
clouds the outlook.

“The U.S. election will
have a major bearing on

ause, depending

o varioefa) policies, it
really complicates the cut-
tng cycle” said T
Nguyen, global head of EM
credit strategy at BNP Pari-
bas. “We could see more

idiosyncratic actions
among central banks on
the back of that.~

Strong dollar reprieve
Those economies hoping

the last four cyc!

Wednesd: rears, the move will resonate well bevond the United Stat:
investors and interest rate-setters are looking for a steer from the Federal Reserve and are pinning hopes on an economic soft landing

The dollar outlook will
be driven largely by where
U.S. rates are relative to
others.

The safe-haven yen and
Swiss franc could see their
respective discounts to
U.S. rates almost halve by
end-2025, Reuters polis

suggest, while sterling and
the Australian dollar may
only acquire a marginal
vield advantage over the
dollar. Unless the dollar be-

our year-to-date losses ver-
us the greenback.

European equity strategy
Emmanuel Cau.

“1f you have a cut with-
out a recession, which
he mid cycle scHpt, vsval:

; global

Iy the markets tend to go

ack up,” Cau said, adding
that the bank favoured sec-
tors benefiting from lower
rates. such as real estate
and utilities.

A US. soft landing
should also play well in
Asia, although the Nikkel

more than 10%

m,lu.lys record high on

PPt yen and as Japan's
rates rise.

Time to shine
in commodities, precious
and base metals such as

should benefit from
Fedl race cuts, and for the
Iatter the demand outlook

er dollar, reducing not just

“High rates have been a
critical headwind to base

most nd is for mvest-
ment purposes, usually
outperforms other metals
during rate cuts. It Is at re-
cord investors
should be cautious, said
the World Gold s

Seeking better ‘treatment’

Doctors demonstrate on

l‘ ——~
...‘..— 20 Wonde ™ gur

A

o bR KcH w A
PER MACHT Vo
FREITAG AU SCrpmrcs

he Romerberg for higher sstaries and better working conditions, in Frankfurt, Germany, on

Menday. The Marburger Bund ureon had called 60,000 doctors at municipal hositals across Germany 1o g0 on warning strikes sfter

megotiations with the Federation of Municipal Employers’ Associations falied to produce any resusts in

Goldman Sachs, Citigroup cut
China’s 2024 growth forecast to 4.7%

growth
r the world's
secondargest economy's
industrial output sl o

recovery

Goldman Sachs earlier

full-year growth

Stimutus cali:

for the economy at 4.9%,
while Citigroup had fore-
growth at 4.8%.
China's industrial out-
PUt In August exp: anded.

Weak growth has highlighted the need for stimulus
measures to shore up demand. AFP

growth since March, data

e National Bureau

of Statistics (NBS) showed
on Sanu 3

Recail sales—a key gauge

as%
from the 5.1% pace in 1u1y
and marking

of
in  August, de(ele-x;“jng
from a 2.7% Increase in july

amid extreme
a summer wavel peak.
Analysts had expected re-
tail sales, which have been
anemic all year, to grow

2.5%.
“We believe the risk that
China will miss the “around
% (R ymar DB growth
target is on the rise, and
thus the urgency for more
demand-side easing mea-
sures is also Increasing.”
iman Sachs said in a
note dated Sept. 15.
It maintained the coun-
ry’s 2025 GDP growth fo-

from 4.5% due to a lack of
major catalyses for domes-
tic demand.

Milei presents Budget, vowing

BUENOS AIRES

legislature—where Mr. Mi-

lel controls less than 15% of

the seats over spending
that the ads

1 Ja-
vier Milel of Argentina pre-
sented the 2025 budget to
Congress late ry., out-
tining policy priorities that
reflected his key pledge to
kil the country’s chronic
fiscal deficit and signaled a
new phase of confronta-
tion with lawmakers.

In an unprecedented
move, Mr. Milei personally
pitched the budeet to Con-

instead of his econo-
my minister, lambasting
Argentina’s history of ma-
croeconomic mismanage-
ment and promising to ve-
that

proposal followed
ST polical cladbiax

inis-
tration warns would derail
its DMF-backed ~zero defi-
it~ Opposition
parties have sought to pass
laws to raise salaries and
pensions with inflation to
help hard-hit Argentines

Milel told lawmakers, fac-
ing a handful of empty
seats as most of the hard-

Saving grac

we inherited.”
Hlet's supporters intes-
ked

wi his usual ert. n
© points—with
whoops and s.

has retained poputar support by contraling monthly infiation. which fell 1o 4%, Ap

It will fall o the opposi-
ton-dominated Congress,
which controls the govern-
mem s se strings. to ap-
the final budget. Mr.
Riiters political isolation

makes matters franght, set-
negotia-

wh concesssons.
But Mr. Milel vowed that
thing would stop him

from pressing on with
austerity.

Matter of principles
“The budget is a declara-
tion of principles,” said Ar-
gentine economist Agustin
Almada. “Even ¥ there is

m the

austerity and setting up

ing—which he says are ne-
cessary to restore market
cont country
ravaged by one of the
world's highest annual in-
flation rates—have racked
up a fiscal surplus (0.4% of
gross domestic produco,

fron
opposlllon. Mr. Ailei will
continue pursuing this fis-

contraction” If the
stroke of a veto pen falled
to prevent powerful law-
makers from spending, Mr.
Milei promised to find oth-
er ways to cut down the
state.

“We will only discuss
the increase in spending
when it comes along with
an_explanation of what
we'll cut to compensate for
7 Mr. Milel said.

Mr. Milei's past
nine months in office, dra:
matic cuts to public spend-

unseen in near-
1y two decades.

e austerity has also
caused deep economic
pain_in Argentina. with
Dearty COX of Argencines
now living

iy holding wages
and pensions steady des-
Pite tnfiatio
Mr. Mile: warned that
s fiscal shodk tharary

a fight

was not going to be easy.

But his administration s
betting the worst h
Ithough annual

237%,
tained lar support by
working to keep a Hd of
monthly inflation, which
has dropped to 4% since its
peak of 26% last December
when he took office.

In an optimistic state-

18% by the end of 2025 and
vield a 5% economic
growth rate. Argentina's
gconomy  contracted by
e than 3% In the firs

Al of 2024,

But much of Mr. Milef's
future  depends  on
Congress.




Why rate cuts by the U.S. Federal
Reserve matter to world markets

When the US. Federal Reserve cuts interest rates on Wednesday, its first in four years, the move will resonate well beyond the United States; global

investors and interest rate-setters are looking for a steer from the Federal Reserve and are pinning hopes on an economic soft landing

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
LONDON

hen the Federal
w Reserve deliv-
ers a widely-an-

ticipated interest rate cut
on Wednesday, its first in
four years, the move will
resonate well beyond the
United States.

The size of a first move
and the scale of overall eas-
ing remains open to de-
bate, while a looming U.S.
election is another compli-
cating factor for global in-
vestors and ratesetters
looking for a steer from the
Fed and pinning hopes on
an economic soft landing.

“We don’t know yet
what kind of cycle this is
going to be—will it be like
1995 when there was just
75 bps of cuts or 2007
2008, when there was 500
bps,” said Kenneth Broux,
head of corporate re-
search, FX and Rates at So-
ciete Generale.

Here’s a look at what is
in focus for world markets:

Follow the leader

In spring, as U.S. inflation
proved stickier than ex-
pected, investors ques-
tioned how far others such
as the European Central
Bank or the Bank of Cana-
da could cut rates if the Fed
stayed on hold this year be-
fore their currencies wea-
kened too far, adding to
price pressures.

e Hososam

Reprieve at last: U.S. rate cuts finally starting comforts regions facing weaker economies than the

United States. REUTERS

U.S. cuts finally starting
comforts regions facing
weaker economies. Trad-
ers added to bets for rate
reductions by other central
banks as Fed rate-cut ex-
pectations grew recently.

Yet they price fewer cuts
in Europe than for the Fed,
with the ECB and Bank of
England sounding more vi-
gilant around inflation.

Confidence in Fed cuts
starting is a boon for bond
markets globally that often
move in lock step with
Treasuries. U.S., German
and British government
bond yields are all set for
their first quarterly fall
since end-2023, when a
Fed pivot was anticipated.

Breathing space
Lower U.S. rates could give
emerging market central

ee

We don’'t know yet what
kind of cycle this is going
to be—will it be like 1995
when there was just 75
bps of cuts or 2007-08,
when there was 500 bps
KENNETH BROUX

Research head, Societe Generale

banks more room for ma-
noeuvre to ease them-
selves and support domes-
tic growth.

Around half of the sam-
ple of 18 emerging markets
tracked by Reuters have al-
ready started cutting rates
in this cycle, front-running
the Fed, with easing efforts
concentrated in Latin
America and emerging Eu-
rope. But volatility and un-

certainty around the U.S.
Presidential election
clouds the outlook.

“The U.S. election will
have a major bearing on
this because, depending
on various fiscal policies, it
really complicates the cut-
ting cycle,” said Trang
Nguyen, global head of EM
credit strategy at BNP Pari-
bas. “We could see more
idiosyncratic actions
among central banks on
the back of that.”

Strong dollar reprieve
Those economies hoping
U.S. rate cuts will weaken
the robust dollar further,
lifting their currencies,
may be disappointed.

JPMorgan notes the dol-
lar has strengthened after a
first Fed cut in three out of
the last four cycles.

The dollar outlook will
be driven largely by where
U.S. rates are relative to
others.

The safe-haven yen and
Swiss franc could see their
respective discounts to
U.S. rates almost halve by
end-2025, Reuters polls
suggest, while sterling and
the Australian dollar may
only acquire a marginal
yield advantage over the
dollar. Unless the dollar be-
comes a real low-yielder, it
will continue to hold its ap-
peal among non-U.S.
investors.

Asian economies, mean-
while, have led markets’
front-running of U.S. cuts,
with South Korea's won,
the Thai baht and Malay-
sian  ringgit  surging
through July and August.
China’s yuan has wiped
out year-to-date losses ver-
sus the greenback.

Rally on

A global equity rally, which
faltered recently on growth
fears, could resume if low-
er U.S. rates boost econom-
ic activity and means re-
cession is avoided.

World stocks tumbled in
early August following
weak U.S. jobs data. “You
always have a wobbly mar-
ket around the first cut be-
cause the market wonders
why central banks are cut-
ting,” said Barclays head of
European equity strategy
Emmanuel Cau.

“If you have a cut with-
out a recession, which is
the mid-cycle script, usual-

ly the markets tend to go
back up,” Cau said, adding
that the bank favoured sec-
tors benefiting from lower
rates, such as real estate
and utilities.

A US. soft landing
should also play well in
Asia, although the Nikkei
has fallen more than 10%
from July’s record high on
a rising yen and as Japan's
rates rise.

Time to shine

In commodities, precious
and base metals such as
copper should benefit from
Fed rate cuts, and for the
latter the demand outlook
and a soft landing are key.

Lower rates and a weak-
er dollar, reducing not just
the opportunity cost of
holding metals but also of
buying them for those us-
ing other currencies, could
fuel momentum.

“High rates have been a
critical headwind to base
metals, driving a signifi-
cant negative physical de-
mand distortion from des-
tocking and weighing on
capital intensive end-de-
mand segments,” said
MUFG’s Ehsan Khoman.

Precious metals could
also gain. Gold, which typi-
cally has a negative rela-
tionship with yields as
most demand is for invest-
ment purposes, usually
outperforms other metals
during rate cuts. It is at re-
cord highs, but investors
should be cautious, said
the World Gold Council’s
John Reade.



* Impact of Federal Reserve Rate Cuts:

* The Federal Reserve’s decision to cut interest rates is expected to
affect global markets.

* This is the first rate cut in four years and investors are anticipating
sighals for a soft economic landing.



* Global Implications:

e Rate cuts by the Fed influence
other central banks like the
European Central Bank (ECB) and
Bank of England (BoE), especially
during economic downturns.

* A U.S. rate cut also impacts
commodities like copper, precious
metals, and currencies.




e Effect on Dollar and Global Currencies:

* A weaker dollar could benefit U.S. exporters and boost commodities
priced in dollars, but also create losses for investors holding foreign
currencies.

* Currencies like the yen and Australian dollar may experience
fluctuations based on U.S. economic policies.



* Market Response:

* U.S. stocks, bonds, and foreign exchange markets are likely to rally
following rate cuts.

* There is a possibility of renewed inflation, which could complicate
future monetary policies.



* With reference to the impact of U.S. Federal Reserve rate cuts on global
markets, consider the following statements:

1.A rate cut by the U.S. Federal Reserve can lead to a weakening of the U.S.
dollar, benefitting U.S. exporters.

2.The Federal Reserve’s rate cuts have no effect on commodity prices such as
copper or precious metals.

3.Central banks of other nations, like the European Central Bank, often align
their monetary policies with the Federal Reserve during economic downturns.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
* (a) 1 and 3 only

* (b) 1 only

* (c) 2and 3 only

*(d)1,2,and 3
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Ex-BBC anchor avoids jail over
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nt” images of children
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ROME
UK. PM Dluises ltalv‘ s Meloni

>'s top official at EU

~
Ex8BC

RELTERS.
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y jok at s

indecent

capping a stunning.

fall from grace. The 63 year-oid presenter was istead handed 2
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migration

European U

fin

picture) resigned in 3 dramatic upset 3 day before the blocs chief
jrsita von derLrymwxs!om\v:llh«nrw!m President

Minister

FRANKFURT

Germany expands border control

measures to curb migrant arri

~

hiis ealian

Gicegia Meloni an Monday for her efforts in reducing illegal
migration. On his first visst to Italy since his centre-left Labour

e month

sor
serve ary time in prizon if he does not reofiend. AFP

two years, wll not

Ministor, v succmed Beton as Partes rean 2% the EU AP

Party i
policies of fright

July, Starmer exoi

inthe

. A

Borde:

er controls to the frontiers with

28 it nine neighbours in hopes of curbing the flow of imegular
migrants. Federal police braved rains at road and highway crossings

shing to see

s of cars, b

sor
people’s v ang

ing the trunics

. arp

Assassination bid thwarted
at Trump s Florida golf course

Reuters
epublican  presi-
dential candidate
Donald  Trump

n:
was safe on Sunday after
Service foiled

on his course in West Palm
Beach, Florida.
Several Secret Service

ter he was spotted a few
hundred yards from where
Mr. Trump was playing,
law enforcement

sasd.

The suspect left an
AK-a7-style assault rifle and
other items at the scene
and fled in a vehicle and

Minor scare: A police officer cutside Trump Intemationat Golf Clus
after the spparent assassination stternpt on Monday. AP

was later arrested.
The apparent atempt

ing a minor injury w his
right ear.

“1 would like to thank
everyone for your concern
and well wishes — It was

day.
CNN, Fox News and The

in l’enns\'l\.lnla.

New York Times identified
the suspect as Ryan Wesley
Routh, S8, of Hawali.

Motive unknown
1t was not clear if or how

tive was, but the actempted
attack was sure 1o raise
new questions about the
level of protection he Is gi-

the full Eolf course was not
cordone

sdent joe Biden later

Time Tunning out’ to stop
all-out Lebanon war: Gallant

France Presse
JERUSALEM

Israel's Defence AMinister

Hamas ally bollah in
The Iran-backed Leba-
nese armed group has

der fire with Esraeli forces
since Hamas's October 7 at-
tack sparked war in the Ga-
za Suip, in a campaign
Hezbollah has said was in
support of its Palestinian
ally.

According to a state-
ment from Mr. Gallant's of-
fice, the Israeli Minister
ol his U.S. counterpart,
Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin, in 2 call that “the

Trump's safety.

possibility for an
in the

arena is running out as
Hezbollah continues to tie

Tense border: Smoke Lillows from the site of an lsrack air strike
e Lebanese village of Houts on Monday. AP

that targeted th,

itself to Hamas.*

While repeated rounds
of talks mediated by the
U.S.. Qatar and Egypt have
sought a truce in Gaza,

P iplomacy
aimed at halting the fight-
between Hezbollah

1

reached, while Israel in-

sists it cannot allow mili-
tants to remain in the bor-
der area in Lebanon's
sous

Tensions in Cabinet

‘The statement came as sev-
eral sraeli media lncluding
left-leaning ¥ tz dally
reported that Prime Minis.
ter

At least 18
killed in Israeli
strikes across
Gaza Strip

GAZA STRIP

Gaza rescuers
said Israeli air smks I:llled

onday
morning, including 10 in
one attack on a

The 10 were killed and
15 others were imjured
when an alr strike hit the
home of the al-

killed in a strike
during the night on a
house belonging to the

were killed in

lant, M\bch

anothe: rike in
yras considering firing Gal- | Rafah that targeted a house
'sof- | belonging to the Abu Shaar

family.

Taliban have called
off polio vaccination
campaigns, says UN

DUBAI
Thie Taltin have Superid-

pollo vaccination cam-
paigns in Afghanistan, the

UN said on Monday. It's a
devastating setback for po-
lio eradication, since the
virus is one of the world's

spreading coul undo

mosques,
WHO has con-
frmad 18 polio cases in Af-

years of
Afg

n is one of
two countries in which the

Hamid Jafari
‘WHO. “Partners are in the

layed to UN agencies right
before the September im-
was

ing
regularly marred by vio-
lence. Militants target vac-
cinasion ceams and police
assigned to protect them,
falsely cla(mlng that the

due to start. No reason was
given for the suspension,
and no one from the Tali-
ban-controlled  govern-
mmedsately
le for comment.

A top official from the

‘world H

conspiracy to
ldren.

As recently as August,
the WHO reported that Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan
Trere continuing to imple.
ment

Seeking chelter

Acesident Pushes 3 woman in a wheelchasir past  destroyed bulding uana-mg the floods in Ladek-2droj,

has burst dams,

ut power and kified at least

southern Poland, on Monday.
17 persons. 4w

Morality police will
not ‘bother’ women,
says Iran’s Pezeshkian

TEHRAN

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkdan vowed on Mon-
day to use his power to en-

sure that morality police

~mommy pouce were
not Mazoud
(women). 1 v.1u follow up

don't bother- in police cust

2022 death of 22-year-old
Iranian Kurd Mahsa Amini

. Amini had been ar-
mxea for allegedly violat-

monstrators were arrested.

Pak. police demolish minarets of
worship place of Ahmadi group

Press Trust of India

said it was aware of discus-
slobe’ o5 TV daway: feian,
house-to-house

tions and instead have -
munizations in places like

focusing on improved vac-
clnation coverage In en-
demic zones and an effec-
tive and nse to
detections elsewhere.

stopped AP

LAHORE

The police allegedly de-
the minarets of a

community in Pakistan's
Punjab province, the Ja-
ast madiyya Pakis-

The incident took place
in Okara, Depalpur, about
130 kilometres = from

jamaat-e-Ahmadiyya Pa-
kistan (JAP) official Amir
said on Monday
that over a dozen police-
men of the Punjab palice
SEesioliutinct st mrlmarate
madi worship
phm in Subhzn Shah.

Last vear, at least 42
worship places of the

under attack

other hand said that they
the

;Under the supervision
of the DSP. two police mi
Biles arrfved from the Do-
palpur Police Station, raid-
ed the Ahmadi worship
place and demolished the

place was constructed be-
fore 1984,
Justice Tarigq Saleem
SEatink xm Lahore High
Court made
clear ln hls dechlﬂn :han

after the local Ahmadis re-
fused to do so.

“We recefved a
plaint against the minarets
of Ahmadi worship place
in Depalpur. We had sum-
moned the local Ahmadis
and asked them to demol-
ish the as they are
identical to Muslim mos-
ques. On their refusal, the
police demolished them,”
2 police official said_

Mahmeood said thar Last
vear at least 42 worship

com-

NEW DELHI

Two

dia-Bangladesh relations
na has in the past often
Soumad concroversy for bla

Bangladesh, known for
their work in both print
and TV, were arrested hy
the police on M

eports and ana-
lyses. Sirilarly, the Muza-
il Babuled Bkattor 1
known for its coverage of
the South Astan scenario.
had vi-

in
Editor of Bhorer Kagof

gzin,
Chief Editor
of Ekator TV, one of the
biggest TV channels in
Dhaka, were surrounded
by a mob who took them to

v
extensive coverage of In-

sloed Indls on June 21 dur-

ing the state visit of Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina.
ooy of journalists

cases lodged
agnnsz them in
desh in recent weeks.

Police arrest two senior media
professionals in Bangladesh

pointed out that genocide
been d

cas,
against Ms. Hasina for her
role in the lnl!.lng of protes-

-August

media professionals have
been arrested for remarks
that they might have made
regand.ing the protest.




Taliban have called
off polio vaccination
campaigns, says UN

Associated Press
DUBAI

The Taliban have suspend-
ed polio vaccination cam-
paigns in Afghanistan, the
UN said on Monday. It’s a
devastating setback for po-
lio eradication, since the
virus is one of the world’s
most infectious and any
unvaccinated groups of
children where the virus is
spreading could undo
years of progress.

Afghanistan is one of
two countries in which the
spread of the potentially fa-
tal, paralysing disease has
never been stopped. The
other is Pakistan. The Tali-
ban’s decision will likely
have major repercussions
for other countries in the
region and beyond. News
of the suspension was re-
layed to UN agencies right
before the September im-
munisation campaign was
due to start. No reason was
given for the suspension,
and no one from the Tali-
ban-controlled  govern-
ment was immediately
available for comment.

A top official from the
World Health Organization
said it was aware of discus-
sions to move away from
house-to-house  vaccina-
tions and instead have im-
munizations in places like

mosques.

The WHO has con-
firmed 18 polio cases in Af-
ghanistan this year, all but
two in the south of the
country. That’s up from six
cases in 2023.

“The Global Polio Eradi-
cation Initiative is aware of
the recent policy discus-
sions on shifting from
house-to-house polio vac-
cination campaigns to site-
to-site vaccination in parts
of Afghanistan,” said Dr.
Hamid Jafari from the
WHO. “Partners are in the
process of discussing and
understanding the scope
and impact of any change
in current policy.”

Polio campaigns in
neighboring Pakistan are
regularly marred by vio-
lence. Militants target vac-
cination teams and police
assigned to protect them,
falsely claiming that the
campaigns are a Western
conspiracy to sterilize
children.

As recently as August,
the WHO reported that Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan
were continuing to imple-
ment an “intensive and
synchronized campaign”
focusing on improved vac-
cination coverage in en-
demic zones and an effec-
tive and timely response to
detections elsewhere.



* Polio Vaccination Campaign
Suspended in Afghanistan:

* The Taliban have suspended polio
vaccination campaigns in Afghanistan,

as reported by the United Nations.

* This move is a significant setback for
global polio eradication efforts, as
Afghanistan is one of the two

countries where the virus remains
uncontrolled (the other being
Pakistan)



* Potential Repercussions:

* Unvaccinated children in
Afghanistan could face heightened
risk as polio is one of the world’s
most infectious diseases.

* The suspension could also impact
surrounding regions and the global
fight against polio.

e -



WHO's Response:

The World Health Organization (WHO) is aware of discussions on shifting
vaccination methods from house-to-house campaigns to site-based
immunizations in mosques and other locations.

There have been 18 confirmed polio cases in Afghanistan in 2023, mostly in the
southern regions.




Pakistan's Campaign:

Polio vaccination teams in neighboring Pakistan
have been targeted by militants, leading to violence
and deaths.

Misinformation falsely claims that vaccination
efforts are part of a Western conspiracy.




1.Efforts to Synchronize Campaigns:

1. In August, WHO reported a
coordinated campaign between
Afghanistan and Pakistan to improve
vaccination coverage in high-risk

zones and respond to detections in

real-time. e -~

N\




* With reference to the recent suspension of polio vaccination
campaigns in Afghanistan, consider the following statements:

1.Afghanistan and Pakistan are the only two countries where polio has not
been eradicated.

2.The suspension of polio vaccination campaigns was done by the World
Health Organization.

3.Militants in Pakistan have often targeted polio vaccination teams.
* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* (a) 1 and 2 only

* (b) 1 and 3 only

* (c) 2and 3 only

*(d)1,2,and 3
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ygene glacier, "
the Tian Shan mountsin range, in Central Asia. AP

Melting glaciers
pose major threat
to Central Asia

France Presse
ADYGENE GLACIER

Near a wooden hut high up in the Kyrgyz moun-
tains, sclentist Gulbara Omorova walked to a pile

Ar an altitude of 4,000 men
urrounded

China, Kazakhstan and Uzbekist
The area Is home to
are melting at an
d-hit

ready hard-hit by ciimat

how the same spot was

35-year-old

res,
by the giant pe.aks of the
towering Tian Shan range that al

tretches into
s
f glaciers that

thousands o
slarming rate in Central Aska, al
e change.

A elaciologiss, Ms. Omarova is recording that
process — worried about the future. She hiked six
hours to get to the modest triangular-shaped hut
that serves as a science station — almost up in the
clouds.

Eight 10 10 years ago you c
with sn

orova said.

ould see the glacier
“But in the Last

ye. i
Dy There is no snow, no

cler,”

said
The effects of a warming planet have been par-

ticularly visible in Central Asia, which

wave of extreme weather disast

has seen a
ters. The melting of

thousands of glaciers is a major threat to people in
the landlocked region that already suffers from a

shortage of water.

Acting as water towers, glaclers are crucial to

the region’s food security and
serves are now dwindling fast.

vital freshwater re-
Kyrgyzstan and Ta-

tral Asian glaciers ~will halve by 2050 and disap-

pear completely by 21007

EU to name a new defence tsar; but
doubts remain on the post’s powers

The desi;

ated Defence Commissioner to be named under the Euroj

Commission makes it clear that the bloc, which doesn't have an army, is

serious about rearming itself; the main focus of the new paosition would be overseeing efforts to try to bolster the continent’s defence sector

Agence France Presse
BRUSSELS

aced with Russia’s

Sloner as a key part of her
v (op teamn.
message is meant to
NG Europe is serious
about reas
But while the position
was originally billed as cen-
tral to the EU’s ambitions,
there are now major
doubts over much
powes it will actually have.
That has meant he
weight EU member states

be unveiled as part of the
bloc’s new line-up in the
coming days.

“The idea of creating a
new position of an exciu-
sive Defence C

Mew challenges:

er reflects the growing im-
portance of defence for
Europe today,” kard
Schmitt, defence and
curity director at industry
ASD, .
“While the ambition be-
hind this idea is commen-

In s perionsl capacity atl
er @
orpmsanon.

For now,

von der Leyen has been
tight-lipped about whar ex-
actly the job would ental.

the job of the

One thing is sure — the
new Defence Commission-
of EU De-

er.
The 27-nation bloc has
no army of its own and is
not planning to set up one
any time soon.
Instead the main foc\ls
will be overseeing el

dustry was part of a wide-
ranging mandate overseen
by powerful French Com-
missioner Thierry Breton —

who dramatically quit on
Monday in a spat with Ms.
von der Leyen.

Even before Mr. Breton's
walkout, the defence brief
was expected to be spun
off to a dedicated new
Commissioner.

Since Russia’'s tanks
rolled into Ukraine in
2022, the defence push has
become a major preoccu-
pation in Europe.

Long way behind
But after years of underin-
vestment, Europe has
struggled to rarchet up ca-
pacity and remains a long

ropean Commistion President Ursula von der Leyen has been tight-pped about
1 entail FLE PHOTO

way behind Russia in the
race to chumn out arms.
spite a slew of initia-
fves since Moscow's all-
out invasion, the EU has
yet to come up with the
major sums needed to
match its ambitions on
defence.
Countries jealously
guard their defence indus-
tries and have been reluc-

on defence over the next

decade — the figures on the
table at an EU level are far
below that

ow that.

Convincing  member
states to spend chunks of
their tghtl rded bud-

them to open up their na-
tional producers to compe-
tition.

niche in a turf war for in-

nce in Brussels with
some of names |
the next Cx jon.

e
will likely be Paris’s pick to
replace Mr. urrent
French Foreign Minister
Stephane ne.

On the other will be new

forelgn policy chief Kaja

Enlias, whosa role fizvives
bloc

La se-

And unless the new Com-  curity poli y,

missioner has considera- “Itis up to the t
funds to play with, Commission to pro-

their job risks lacking fire-  perly define the role,” said

power. “Whether a dedi-  Guntram Wolff of the Brue-

cated Defence Commis-  gel think tank.

sioner will make a
difference dej
on the budget allocated to
. sald Mr. it
“A defence bu f

fold
mpons-mmlss.
include cyb-

er securlly protecting
iea1 Intrascractare, Space,
or efforts tw boost the abil-
ity o transport t
from one part of Europe to
another.

“You can fatten out the

But whoever takes the
new job could face a chal-
lenge carving out their

PlanB
Diplomats say the ques-

Jobs e et RO pomeR:
Thouses such as France and
Poland switch their priori-
ties to obtaining other po-
sitsons — with defence now
a fal-back option.

think it is a very at-

Despite the doubs over
the . analy: id that
given threats in

growing
the world, and since the
United States may conti-
nue to step back from Eu-
rope. the defence gig was
likely to be a mainstay in

Lesser,
the German Marshall Fund
think tank.

“1 do not see it as a tran-
sient experiment,” he said_

Fast-ageing
society takes
Japan’s elderly
population to
record high

Toxyo

The number of people in
Japan aged 65 or older hita
record high of 36.25 mil-
lion this year, gmemmem
data showed, as the coun-
try contended with one of
the uwld s fastest-ageing
socleties.

The elderty now ac

ery of nternal Affafrs and
Communications
Sun,

The Ministry said the
proportion of elderly resi-
dents put Japan at the top
of the list of 200

Portugal, Gr
Fintand, Gesmany  and
oatia Eu-

Balancing act

cn
rope in the tp 10 coun-
tries in the list, ith sates

Si ‘s data showed
that 9.14 million elderly pe-
le were employed in

They represent 13.5% of
the total workforce — or

ing of its population with-
ningful success.

. cadets pesform
of independence of £ Salvader in San Salvador an Sundsy. AP

Stone-eaters that threaten
Iran’s ancient Persepolis

PERSEPOLIS

Conservationists at Perse-
polis, Iran's most iconic an-
clent site, are waging a del-

the
monuments.
The fight, which began
ago, is aimed at stop-

ping the threat to the e
grity of the site’s structures
and its intricate carvings
from lichens, organisms
that grow on surfaces like
stone and can slowly break

m down ow
Builc in the 6th century
BC by Darius I, Persepolis
has withstood destruction,
looting, earthquakes, fires
and harsh weather.

A UNESCO World Herit-
age Site since 1979, Perse-

polis features colossal
sculptures and Intricate
stone rel of. -

ancient Per
kings, nobles and dei-
ties. But these have suf-

Eroding away: Ruins of the stoos gates in Persepolis, Iran's most
iconic ancient site. GETTYIMAGES

fered over the years from
lichen.

“This is the most serious
problem, especially for

£n, siones”
shahram Ral e o
Vationist at the site. -If we
do nothing, these organ-
isms could reduce these
relics to dust within 50 to
100 years,” he sasd.

Red lichen marks are
now etched into many of
the ancient relics at Perse-
polis. The spread
chens, which dissol
erals and penetrate stone

surfaces, is driven by in-
lisa

ion, acid rain
and the harsh desert cli-
mate, said lichenologist

tran is home to more
than 3,000 species of -
chens, with 500 to 700 va-
rieties growing on histori-
cal monuments, Mr.
Sohrabi said, noting that
some at Persepolis were
over 1,700 years

“Many o{Persepnlu sin-
tricate motifs
Pracs Toat .t Behem e
wvity,” he said.

Violence, threats hang over Trump-Harris race after

WASHINGTON

Kamala Harris and Donald

apparent assassination at-
tempt against the Republi-
can former President.

The arrest on Sunday of

Trumps  Florida  golf
course came the same day
as more bomb threats

against immigrants.
But the dueling cam-
on

who willface Mr. Trump at
on November S,
kT mennctvens oo S
day that she was
turbed by the possible as-
sassination attempt” and
“thankful that former Pre-
sident Trump is safe.”
The came day ax the ap-
paren tion  at-
!empl Charke Seace College

Donald Trump watches 3 video of Vice President Kamats Harris

at the weekend. It was the
fourth day of

poured into
Ohio, a small Midwestern
city at the center of Repu-
blicandled  conspiracies

threats of bombings and
other violence that have
targeted the local city hall,

during 2 campaign rally in Las Vegas on September 13, GETTY IMAGES

public schools and nearby
college Wittenberg Unives-
sity, following ey
mours about local Haldan

Re-

immigrants pushed
P |

publicans including M.
Trump.

“Living in fear’
What started as municipal

turbulent weekend

LOR SWIFTI™ The super-
star

even by

fellow Republi-
cans, for his ocia-

posted a message on Insta-
gram after Last week’s de-
bate saying she would be
voting for Ms. Harrls, call-
ing her a “steady-handed,
gifted leader.~ Celebrity en-
dorsements rarely carry
enormous weight but the

ar Swift s
seen as being in a class of

by a
e Swift, although he
may caiculsos that any pu-
blicity is bette:
He has been criticised,

tion with conspiracy-mind-
ed rightwing influencer
Laura Loomer, who has at
times joined him on his
campaign plane. The 31-
year-old Ms. Loomer has
called the September 1t
2001, terror attacks an “in-
side job~ and said some of
the Country’s recent mass
sh

dence to support any of
those clatms.

The race between Mr.
Trump and Ms. Harris re-
mains tight across the bat-
teground states that will
decide the election.

anx




' Fast-ageing
society takes
Japan’s elderly
population to
record high

Agence France-Presse
TOKYO

The number of people in
Japan aged 65 or older hit a
record high of 36.25 mil-
lion this year, government
data showed, as the coun-
try contended with one of
the world’s fastest-ageing
societies.

The elderly now ac-
counted for 29.3% of Ja-
pan’s total population, also
a new high, according to
data released by the Minis-
try of Internal Affairs and
Communications on
Sunday.

The Ministry said the
proportion of elderly resi-
dents put Japan at the top
of the list of 200 countries
and regions with a popula-
tion of over 1,00,000.

Italy, Portugal, Greece,
Finland, Germany and
Croatia represented Eu-
rope in the top 10 coun-
tries in the list, with rates
of over 20%.
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Painful transitions need to

be done: Chandrasekaran

500 GW GREEN ENERGY TARGET BY 2030

Lenders
$386-bn

pledge
support

for green energy

Reliance, Adani Group,
Torrent, NTPC announce
additional RE capacities

ARUNIMA BHARADWAS
" i, 18

BN DILA'S PLAN TOr scale up &

GREEM PUSH
mciani Group has
e avresa recd

6 lakh cr

o provide pushta

FEBUREAU
Hew Oelhi, September 16

FINANCE MINISTER MIRMALA Sithara -

tat
3asd at Hews18's Chaupal svent.

I think guite a few allegations are
being answered by her and her hus-
and...bath of them are defen
schves, andl patting oat Eacts to.contradics
the allegations of the Congress party”

=

ity litthe owes 2

G

Sster Pralhad Jochi revealing that the sectacis

commit
mentstothe tune of § 386 billion [T32 45 lakh
i -

Kalyars Group, and he b
tos i weith any of the
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- racez

addition plans w
by majos Indian conglomecates such as
i Acdani and T £ e

NTPC and green energy firms ke Bebew.

from states and Union Terrtories as well as

iolln-wedby
sach by
T

mDelopers
hawe cdmmitted
an additenal

G effeapacity
ackjition,

ing S50
solar

i
clal institries tosuppart our goal of SO0GW by
2030( Jashi

200 W
per yeas af integrated aedae V. BTG and
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570 GV o capacicy
selar modul

additica, mcludlng 340 GW in

ICICT Prudential
Life: Targeting
faster growth

The company sees growth

potential in annuity &
segrments
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Modi 3.0

As the new
Zovernmeni
completes 100 days
orn Tuesday, we
take a look at the
steps talken by it,
and whether they
signal policy
priovities have
shifted in the
coalition regime

1286 Sty t:w 2030,

pledged to add 100/ GW additicnal renewable

Dﬂ:tw:h’b) 2030

—y oo
Energyhascommizted 38 8 GW RE capacitybny
2030,

Continued on Page 7

Startup funding hits a new low

Total funding*

$143 mn

30 rounds

FUNDING TRENDS ($ bn)

iz
uEs

2023
TOP DEALS IN INDLA ($ mn)

Flexiloans.

fLast 12 months)

.u.s Most active
WCs in India

THE DAMPENED funding onsueiny [ETIY ST ST
environmentwhich began . 2 Rounds -
twwo years ago continues, Cenricity -2" AppaForBharat,
with the total fund raised AppaFor - 2k Sl

by domestic startups in the Bharae SIG Vanture
first fortmight of September oo, o Capi

hitting the lowest so far in 2 Remncls -

the current calendar year
at $2143 million. It would be
the | even ifthe same
amount is raised in the
remaining period of the

month. —FEBUREAU =

AT
=4 e

Source: Tracxn

AppaFarBharat, Mestasia
Venture Catalysts

2 Rounds -
ReCircle, Nautscal Wings:

sets a quick pace that braves coalition compulsions

HITS AND MISSES

(o
e Delhi, Septemiber 16

m wwith the launch of Unified
Pension Scherme
has broadened the social security

eover forits employess

P e Bowermment ‘A - on
-

In the past week, the Congress party
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Trump safe after new
assassination attempt
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Facts have to be taken on board:
FM on allegations against Buch

PRIRMAL A SITHARAMAM, FINANCE MINISTER

WE MEED TO MAKE SURE PEOPLE -
DOMN'T GO TO HIGH-RISK VENTURES
WWITH THEIR LIFE SAVINGS

AFTER MUCH DISCUSSION,
MNEW DIRECT TAX REGIME
HAS BEEMN BROUGHT IN
WITH LOWER RATES

s made several allegations against the
Sebi chairperson and hes hus band Dhaval
Buch

The Congress has alleged that the for-
mer received payments fram ICICT Bank
while being a whals time member of the

Sebi says commments
on staff withdrawn

AKSHATA GORDE
Murribai, Septermber 16

cme s piavsrone WOWWLFINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

ANCIAL EXPRESS

wnenstharised releass of intesal commn-
e that

EAD TO LEAD

all comn-

thas termed same of these allegations as
~eefamatory, cexatiomws and cleasly

THE SECURITIES AMD Exchangs Boardof  established int

malicionzs"

whichh

adding that all emplayes-related matters

]l cham el " Sebs stated,

Omamall iraders and retailers, the PR

portant for the

om September 4 had cmrsed significant out -
200

unrest The

o regulatar sid thas following con-

ermployess staging a silent protet outside
s Mumbai

of all grades of officers, Sebi and its

pport them “If becanse of predatory
pricang theirbusiness i= gett ing affocted,
we will need to step in,” she said “The

merce and industry minister i
seized af the mattes,” she added.

Bandea B:
mctrmctions o thie Lo sl el
= M dhabi Purd Buch'

have reaffirmed that such

sesignation.

“The press release no 20/ 2024 dated

‘Continued on Page 7

Employess have strongly condermmed the

Bajaj Housing Finance
lists at 114%0 premium

ANUPREKSHA JAIN
Murnbai, September 14

BAKAS HOUSING FINANCE made 2 spectac
wlar listing on Monday at 150, which was
11456 abonve the &

euph

Shoeamthe BSE Thelisting
st among all initial public affers of over

5,000 crare in the past
The wholly cwned

CEIEEEE  subsidiary of  Bajaj
BAMNKS CHASE  Finance gamered sub
QUICK BUCKS  zerprions worth T3.23
SISEEE R ey W

W races with 67.43 times sub-
MIXED DAY SRR IRNSI
FOR PO TI, 560 crore  and
3.000 crore via affer

W races for-sale {OFS).

Sanjiv Bajaj, chair
man of Bajaj Housing
Pt tucs, el i ey s Pl it

™ |ntheh=lc|:dmpnf:l-mnsunnﬂm)
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PO price Listing day
| 1) gaans %)

2um tomes 7o [EEEE]

ratcait i R <52 |

Zomara 76 [l ss-s

Sona B

s 29 Woes

#& Fintech 980 [Jz=27

Mota: RO abows #5000 croes aach in the past 10
mvors carsidered

anditcan
“Ef we look at the credit cycles in

sran,

i

“Shareholders should expect a business
‘that growswith high quality amd a high level
of corperate governance. Further, the
demand for affordable housing is expectsd

ains witherawn

entry te the

abeyance

Budget proposalto
deny indexation benefits
Idng term capital

Sroadcast Bill designed
o put fresh contrels an
; anline content shelved

Plan for allonwing lateral
‘govt fram -
private seetor putin

said Atul Jain, managing director, Bapaj
Hausing o= in the media interaction
pass the listing
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8% of the gross domestic product

St g el st

Morningstar
set to exit
commodity &
data verticals
Mrmiont, Sepeember 14

research

GLOBAL DATA AND
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according to its anmual report
Roughtly, 409% of these esaployees
are in India
“Cormmadities and energy data
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oxitot Tncha, the=ccal et pysing i
Endlia,"ane of the sources:
Morningstar reported 5 bittion
2023, with data and
division contributing
arcarnd 3706 to the topline. 1t proft
before tases stoadat § 1741 million
far theyear.
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Turkey’s bid to
join BRICS




* Turkey’s bid to join BRICS could
be a political move to gain
leverage in its stalled EU
accession process or signal
frustration with the EU.

 Benefits:

1.Increases Turkey’s global
iInfluence.

2.Provides economic cooperation
with emerging markets.

3.Strengthens Turkey’s political
leverage in EU negotiations.

o €
@ [



Concerns:

Strains relations with the EU and
NATO.

Undermines Turkey’s credibility
within Western alliances.

Risks diplomatic isolation from
Western powers.




Topic Information

BRICS (founded: 2009; HQ: Shanghai) is an acronym for the grouping of the world’s leading emerging
economies, namely Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa (included in 2010)

The term “BRIC” was coined by the British Economist Jim O’Neill in 2001 to describe the

Origin four emerging economies of Brazil, Russia, India, and China.

BRICS brings together five of the largest developing countries, representing 41% of the
Share of BRICS global population, 24% of the global GDP, and 16% of the global trade (By 2028, BRICS
is expected to make up 35 per cent of the global economy)



Chairmanship

Initiatives of BRICS

New Initiative

The chairmanship of the forum is rotated annually
among the members, in accordance with the acronym
B-R-I-C-S. South Africa is the chair for 2023.

1. New Development Bank (NDB) 2. Contingent
Reserve Arrangement (CRA) 3. BRICS Payment System
4. Customs Agreements 5. Remote Sensing Satellite

BRICS is planning to launch its own “new currency”
system, a major step towards de-dollarization
(reducing dependence on the US dollar for trade)



Predecessor
Formation

Founded at

Type

Purpose
Fields
Membership

BRIC (informal)
16 June 2009; 15 years ago

Yekaterinburg, Russia
(1st BRIC summit)

Intergovernmental
organization

Political and economical
International Politics

9 member states [hide]

k&4 Brazil

pmm Russia

e India

China

P= South Africa

= |ran

mam EQYPL

== Ethiopia

= United Arab Emirates



« Consider the following statements: (UPSC 2016)
1.New Development Bank has been set up by APEC.

2.The headquarters of the New Development Bank Is In
Shanghai.

 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
* (a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



127th Anniversary of the Battle of
Saragarhi




* Recently, the 127th anniversary of the
Battle of Saragarhi was observed on 12th
September 2024.

* It is one of the greatest final defences in
world military history. On 12th

September 1897, 21 soldiers and a non-
combatant (named Daad who did menial
works) of the 36th Sikh Regiment (now
4th Sikh) fought against over 8,000 Afridi

and Orakzai tribal militants in the North
West Frontier Province (NWFP), now in
Pakistan.
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* The soldiers, led by Havildar Ishar Singh,
fought valiantly for seven hours, killing 200
militants and injuring 600 others.




Strategic Importance of Saragarhi:

Saragarhi was a communication tower located
between Fort Lockhart and Fort Gulistan, two critical
British forts in the NWEFP. , originally built by Maharaja

Ranjit Singh and later renamed by the British.

Losing this post meant isolating the forts, thereby

making British troops and the families of British
officers vulnerable to attack.




* Honours for the Martyrs:

* Queen Victoria awarded the 21 dead soldiers the Indian Order of Merit (comparable with the
Victoria Cross) for their bravery.

 The British built an obelisk using burnt bricks from Saragarhi to honour the martyrs.

* In 2017, the Punjab government declared 12t September as Saragarhi Day, a holiday to
honour the sacrifice of the soldiers.

* The Khyber Scouts regiment of the Pakistani army continues to honour the Saragarhi
martyrs with a guard and salute at the memorial near Fort Lockhart.



Hindi Diwas 2024



India celebrated Hindi Diwas on 14th September 2024, marking the
75th anniversary of Hindi's adoption as the official language of the
country.

The Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation released a
commemorative postage stamp to mark the completion of 75 years of
Hindi as an official language.




* On 14th September 1949, the Constituent Assembly designated Hindi
in Devanagari script as the official language of the Union of India.

* The Munshi-Ayyangar formula, a compromise between K M Munshi
and N Gopalaswamy Ayyangar, resulted in Article 343 of the
Constitution adopting Hindi in the Devanagari script as the official
language of the Union, while allowing English to continue for official
purposes for fifteen years.



e Articles Related to Hindi:

 Article 210 states that the language to be used in the legislature can
be the official language of the state, Hindi, or English.

 Article 351 states that it shall be the duty of the Union to promote
the spread of the Hindi language, to develop it so that it may serve as
a medium of expression for all the elements of the composite culture
of India.



A giant among 121 1anguages
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MOTHER TONGUES BY GROWTH OF HINDI vs OTHER
SPEAKERS, 2011 minimum 1 - | MOTHER TONGUES, 1971-2011
Figures on the right are % of population | % growth in number of speakers
Hindi byacrrsocl 43.63% 160.56%
Bengali 97237668 8.03% 134.79%
Marathi 8,3026,680 6.86% 121.59%
Telugu Jl 81127740  6.70% 117.09%
Tamil 6,90,26,881 5.70% 114.54%
Gujarati 5,54,92,554 4.58% 101.31%
Urdu 8 5,07,72,631 4.19% 98.79%
Kannada 41 4,37,06,512 3.61% 88.90%
Odia 3,75,21,324 3.10%
Malayalam % 3,48,38,819 2.88%
Punjabi | 3,31,24,726 2.74%
Assamese 1,53,11,351 1.26%
Maithili 1,35,83,464 1.12%




Mokshagundam
Visvesvaraya




* Engineers’ Day is observed on September 15 each year to
celebrate the birth anniversary of Mokshagundam
Visvesvaraya.

 About Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya (1861-1962)

 He was a renowned Indian engineer, statesman, and scholar.
He played a pivotal role in modernizing India’s
Infrastructure and is considered one of the nation’s foremost
engineers.

 He developed a flood protection system for Hyderabad and
designed automatic water floodgates at the Khadakwasla
reservoir near Pune.



Established Bangalore Agricultural University, University Visvesvaraya College
of Engineering, etc.

He served as the Diwan (Prime Minister) of the princely state of Mysore from
1912 to 1918

He was conferred ‘Knight Commander of the Order of the Indian Empire’ by
the British in 1915 and conferred the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian
award, in 1955.




Word of the day

Censorious:
Harshly critical or expressing censure

Synonyms: disapproving, condemning,
complaining

Usa £€. She was surprised by the censorious
tone of the review.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/censoriouspro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: [sen'sorias/
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