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The Centre linked the release of these funds to the state’s compliance with the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020, which Tamil Nadu opposes, particularly the three-language formula.

Tamil Nadu has not received this year’s Samagra Shiksha funds from the Union Government.

Tamil Nadu's Education Funding on Hold:



What is Samagra Shiksha?:

Samagra Shiksha is a centrally sponsored scheme to enhance school 
education with a focus on improving the quality of education.

The funding distribution is on a 60:40 basis between the Centre and 
the States.



• Reasons for Non-Release of Funds:

• The Centre demands that Tamil Nadu sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) that fully implements the NEP 2020, including 
contentious areas like the three-language formula.

• The state government argues that this infringes upon its 
constitutional autonomy in education and has not complied with the 
Centre's demand.



• Tamil Nadu’s Opposition to the NEP 2020:

• Tamil Nadu’s major objection lies with the three-language formula, a 
part of the NEP.

• The state has long supported a two-language formula, advocating for 
Tamil and English as mandatory subjects, and rejecting Hindi as a 
third language.

• Historically, Tamil Nadu has resisted the imposition of Hindi, dating 
back to the anti-Hindi agitations in the mid-20th century.



1.Political Implications:
1. The dispute over the NEP and its compliance has strained Centre-State 

relations, especially with regard to education funding.

2. The issue of linguistic autonomy is significant for Tamil Nadu, which continues 
to champion the cause of protecting its language and educational policy 
decisions.



• The 42nd Amendment Act was 
enacted in 1976, reorganizing 
the Seventh Amendment to 
ensure that the subjects of the 
State list such as education, 
forestry, wildlife and bird 
protection, the administration of 
justice, and weights and 
measures



• With reference to the disagreement between Tamil Nadu and the Central 
Government regarding the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, consider 
the following statements:

1.Tamil Nadu has historically supported the imposition of Hindi as a compulsory 
language in schools.

2.Tamil Nadu follows a two-language policy, advocating for Tamil and English as 
the only mandatory languages in schools.

3.The release of Samagra Shiksha funds to Tamil Nadu is contingent on the 
state's compliance with the NEP 2020.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 2 only

• (d) 3 only







• Impact of Federal Reserve Rate Cuts:

• The Federal Reserve’s decision to cut interest rates is expected to 
affect global markets.

• This is the first rate cut in four years and investors are anticipating 
signals for a soft economic landing.



• Global Implications:

• Rate cuts by the Fed influence 
other central banks like the 
European Central Bank (ECB) and 
Bank of England (BoE), especially 
during economic downturns.

• A U.S. rate cut also impacts 
commodities like copper, precious 
metals, and currencies.



• Effect on Dollar and Global Currencies:

• A weaker dollar could benefit U.S. exporters and boost commodities 
priced in dollars, but also create losses for investors holding foreign 
currencies.

• Currencies like the yen and Australian dollar may experience 
fluctuations based on U.S. economic policies.



• Market Response:

• U.S. stocks, bonds, and foreign exchange markets are likely to rally 
following rate cuts.

• There is a possibility of renewed inflation, which could complicate 
future monetary policies.



• With reference to the impact of U.S. Federal Reserve rate cuts on global 
markets, consider the following statements:

1.A rate cut by the U.S. Federal Reserve can lead to a weakening of the U.S. 
dollar, benefitting U.S. exporters.

2.The Federal Reserve’s rate cuts have no effect on commodity prices such as 
copper or precious metals.

3.Central banks of other nations, like the European Central Bank, often align 
their monetary policies with the Federal Reserve during economic downturns.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 3 only

• (b) 1 only

• (c) 2 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3







• Polio Vaccination Campaign 
Suspended in Afghanistan:

• The Taliban have suspended polio 
vaccination campaigns in Afghanistan, 
as reported by the United Nations.

• This move is a significant setback for 
global polio eradication efforts, as 
Afghanistan is one of the two 
countries where the virus remains 
uncontrolled (the other being 
Pakistan)



• Potential Repercussions:

• Unvaccinated children in 
Afghanistan could face heightened 
risk as polio is one of the world’s 
most infectious diseases.

• The suspension could also impact 
surrounding regions and the global 
fight against polio.



WHO's Response:

The World Health Organization (WHO) is aware of discussions on shifting 
vaccination methods from house-to-house campaigns to site-based 
immunizations in mosques and other locations.

There have been 18 confirmed polio cases in Afghanistan in 2023, mostly in the 
southern regions.



Misinformation falsely claims that vaccination 
efforts are part of a Western conspiracy.

Polio vaccination teams in neighboring Pakistan 
have been targeted by militants, leading to violence 

and deaths.

Pakistan's Campaign:



1.Efforts to Synchronize Campaigns:
1. In August, WHO reported a 

coordinated campaign between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan to improve 
vaccination coverage in high-risk 
zones and respond to detections in 
real-time.



• With reference to the recent suspension of polio vaccination 
campaigns in Afghanistan, consider the following statements:

1.Afghanistan and Pakistan are the only two countries where polio has not 
been eradicated.

2.The suspension of polio vaccination campaigns was done by the World 
Health Organization.

3.Militants in Pakistan have often targeted polio vaccination teams.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 1 and 3 only

• (c) 2 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3









Turkey’s bid to 
join BRICS



• Turkey’s bid to join BRICS could 
be a political move to gain 
leverage in its stalled EU 
accession process or signal 
frustration with the EU.

• Benefits:

1.Increases Turkey’s global 
influence.

2.Provides economic cooperation 
with emerging markets.

3.Strengthens Turkey’s political 
leverage in EU negotiations.



Concerns:

Strains relations with the EU and 
NATO.

Undermines Turkey’s credibility 
within Western alliances.

Risks diplomatic isolation from 
Western powers.



Topic Information

BRICS (founded: 2009; HQ: Shanghai) is an acronym for the grouping of the world’s leading emerging 
economies, namely Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa (included in 2010)

Origin
The term “BRIC” was coined by the British Economist Jim O’Neill in 2001 to describe the 
four emerging economies of Brazil, Russia, India, and China.

Share of BRICS
BRICS brings together five of the largest developing countries, representing 41% of the 
global population, 24% of the global GDP, and 16% of the global trade (By 2028, BRICS 
is expected to make up 35 per cent of the global economy)



Chairmanship
The chairmanship of the forum is rotated annually 
among the members, in accordance with the acronym 
B-R-I-C-S. South Africa is the chair for 2023.

Initiatives of BRICS
1. New Development Bank (NDB) 2. Contingent 
Reserve Arrangement (CRA) 3. BRICS Payment System 
4. Customs Agreements 5. Remote Sensing Satellite

New Initiative
BRICS is planning to launch its own “new currency” 
system, a major step towards de-dollarization 
(reducing dependence on the US dollar for trade)





• Consider the following statements: (UPSC 2016)

1.New Development Bank has been set up by APEC.

2.The headquarters of the New Development Bank is in 
Shanghai.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



127th Anniversary of the Battle of 
Saragarhi



• Recently, the 127th anniversary of the 
Battle of Saragarhi was observed on 12th 
September 2024. 

• It is one of the greatest final defences in 
world military history. On 12th 
September 1897, 21 soldiers and a non-
combatant (named Daad who did menial 
works) of the 36th Sikh Regiment (now 
4th Sikh) fought against over 8,000 Afridi 
and Orakzai tribal militants in the North 
West Frontier Province (NWFP), now in 
Pakistan.







• The soldiers, led by Havildar Ishar Singh, 
fought valiantly for seven hours, killing 200 
militants and injuring 600 others.

•



Strategic Importance of Saragarhi: 

Saragarhi was a communication tower located 
between Fort Lockhart and Fort Gulistan, two critical 
British forts in the NWFP. , originally built by Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh and later renamed by the British.

Losing this post meant isolating the forts, thereby 
making British troops and the families of British 
officers vulnerable to attack.



• Honours for the Martyrs:

• Queen Victoria awarded the 21 dead soldiers the Indian Order of Merit (comparable with the 
Victoria Cross) for their bravery.

• The British built an obelisk using burnt bricks from Saragarhi to honour the martyrs.

• In 2017, the Punjab government declared 12th September as Saragarhi Day, a holiday to 
honour the sacrifice of the soldiers.

• The Khyber Scouts regiment of the Pakistani army continues to honour the Saragarhi 
martyrs with a guard and salute at the memorial near Fort Lockhart.



Hindi Diwas 2024



India celebrated Hindi Diwas on 14th September 2024, marking the 
75th anniversary of Hindi's adoption as the official language of the 
country.

The Union Minister for Home Affairs and Cooperation released a 
commemorative postage stamp to mark the completion of 75 years of 
Hindi as an official language.



• On 14th September 1949, the Constituent Assembly designated Hindi 
in Devanagari script as the official language of the Union of India. 

• The Munshi-Ayyangar formula, a compromise between K M Munshi 
and N Gopalaswamy Ayyangar, resulted in Article 343 of the 
Constitution adopting Hindi in the Devanagari script as the official 
language of the Union, while allowing English to continue for official 
purposes for fifteen years.



• Articles Related to Hindi:  

• Article 210 states that the language to be used in the legislature can 
be the official language of the state, Hindi, or English. 

• Article 351 states that it shall be the duty of the Union to promote 
the spread of the Hindi language, to develop it so that it may serve as 
a medium of expression for all the elements of the composite culture 
of India.





Mokshagundam 
Visvesvaraya



• Engineers’ Day is observed on September 15 each year to 
celebrate the birth anniversary of Mokshagundam
Visvesvaraya.

• About Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya (1861–1962)

• He was a renowned Indian engineer, statesman, and scholar. 
He played a pivotal role in modernizing India’s 
infrastructure and is considered one of the nation’s foremost 
engineers.

• He developed a flood protection system for Hyderabad and 
designed automatic water floodgates at the Khadakwasla
reservoir near Pune.



Established Bangalore Agricultural University, University Visvesvaraya College 
of Engineering, etc.

He served as the Diwan (Prime Minister) of the princely state of Mysore from 
1912 to 1918

He was conferred ‘Knight Commander of the Order of the Indian Empire’ by 
the British in 1915 and conferred the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian 
award, in 1955.







Thank you 
guys.


