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PaTNA
Bihar Chief Minister Nitsh
Kumar has initiated 3
comprehensive land survey
with 2 July deadline for the
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Simultaneous polls plan gets Union Cabinet nod

Govt. to form implementation group to take
forward recommendations of Kovind panel

NEW DELHI
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with Pakistan
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‘Militants’ open fire
in Manipur village,
villagers retaliate
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First phase of polls in
J&K peaceful; 61.13%
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Simultaneous polls plan gets Union Cabinet nod

Govt. to form implementation group to take
forward recommendations of Kovind panel

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet
T on Wednesday ac-
cepted the recom-

mendations of the high-le-
vel committee, headed by
former President Ram
Nath Kovind, that had pro-
posed simultaneous elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha and
State Assemblies as the
first step, and municipal
and panchayat polls within
100 days of the general
election in the next phase.

“This is an important
step towards making our
democracy even more Vi-
brant and participative,”
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, a strong votary of si-
multaneous polls, said in a
post on X.

Calling it a giant stride
towards electoral reforms,

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, in a post on X, said,
“This reflects Modi Ji’s iron
will to bolster our democ-
racy through clean and fi-
nancially efficient elec-
tions and accelerate
economic growth through
more productive allocation
of resources”.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, however,
dismissed the idea as “im-
practical”.

“This is against the Con-
stitution, this is contrary to
democracy, this is against
federalism. The country
will never accept this,” he
said.

Announcing the Union
Cabinet’s approval to the
proposal of simultaneous
elections at a media brief-
ing, Union Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said an

PM calls proposal an ‘important step’ towards
making democracy ‘vibrant and participative’

of
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Jimultaneous elections: R
the High Level Committee

ECommendations
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Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw addresses a press conference after
the Cabinet meeting in New Delhi on Wednesday. Minister of State
for Information and Broadcasting L. Murugan is also present. ANI

implementation  group
would be formed to take
forward the recommenda-
tions of the Kovind panel.
“Our government be-
lieves in creating a consen-
sus on items that affect our
democracy, the nation in
the long run. And this is a
subject that will strengthen

our democracy, Centre-

State relations...,” Mr.
Vaishnaw said.
Asked if the government

had a specific timeline
such as the 2029 Lok Sab-
ha election for its imple-
mentation, Mr. Vaishnaw
said the implementation
would take place after

It will destroy
federalism,
says Opposition

NEW DELHI

Opposition parties criticised
the proposal for simultaneous
elections, claiming that it will
destroy federalism and is
“impractical”. They asked how
the government would deal
with situations when a ruling
party loses majority in a State
or at the Centre. » PAGE 4

completing the legal pro-
cesses. The report of the
Kovind panel, which ran
into more than 18,000 pag-
es, was submitted to Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu in
March.

To synchronise the elec-
tions, the committee has
suggested that the Presi-

dent, through a notifica-
tion issued on the first sit-
ting of the Lok Sabha post
general elections, set an
‘Appointed Date’. This date
would mark the beginning
of the new electoral cycle.
State Assemblies, that are
formed after the date and
before the completion of
the Lok Sabha’s term,
would conclude before the
subsequent general elec-
tions. After this, election to
the Lok Sabha and all State
Assemblies would be held
simultaneously.

The Committee had fac-
tored scenarios such as a
hung House, or a no-confi-
dence motion, and recom-
mended amendments to
Article 83 (duration of
Houses of Parliament) and
Article 172 (duration of
State legislatures) of the
Constitution. It recom-

Congress terms the idea impractical, against
the Constitution, and contrary to democracy

mended a common electo-
ral roll, which would need
coordination between the
Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) and State Election
Commissions (SECs). The
ECI is responsible for the
Lok Sabha and Assembly
polls, while the local body
elections for municipalities
and panchayats are man-
aged by the SECs. The pro-
posed changes regarding
the single electoral roll and
single voter ID card would
need ratification by at least
half of the States.

In all, the Kovind panel
has recommended 18 con-
stitutional amendments,
most of which will not
need ratification by State
Assemblies. However, any
Constitutional amendment
Bill needs to be passed by a
two-third majority in each
house of Parliament.



HOW THE NUMBERS STACK UP

Constitutional amendment for simultaneous LS, assembly polls
will need ratification by both Houses by 2/3rd majority

2/3rd Majority: 362 2/3rd Majority: 16

Lok Sabha ¥.: Others

543 seats Tm——— lo *Current strength
Local body polls, to be held within State Legislatures: 28
100 days of general elections, NDA: 19
requires a 2nd Constitutional -
amendment that will have to be INDIA: 8

ratified by at least half the states Others: 1



: )
The concept of simultaneous

elections is not new to the country.

—>—

Post adoption of the Constitution of
India, the First General Elections to
the Lok Sabha and all State Legislative
Assemblies were held simultaneously
in 1951-52. This practice continued
in three subsequent General Elections
held in 1957, 1962 and 1967.

&

However, due to premature dissolution
of State Legislative Assemblies in 1968
and 1969, the cycle of synchronized
elections got disrupted. In 1970, the
Lok Sabha itself was dissolved prematurely

and fresh elections were held in 1971.

—

Thus, since 1967 elections, the practice of
simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha
and the State Assemblies could not
maintained and the elections have still
not been realigned.

o

. A J

i Benefits of
| Simultaneous Elect
|

+ Ruling parties can focus on Ieglslahon
and Governance
+ Reduced expenditure of money and
| Administration
+ Continuity in policies and Programmes
l + Efficiency in Governance as focus on
populist measures will reduce
+ Use of black money in elections will
' reduce
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* Simultaneous Polls Proposal:

* The Union Cabinet has accepted the recommendations of a high-level
committee headed by former President Ram Nath Kovind to hold
simultaneous elections for Lok Sabha and State Assembilies.

* The initial step would include Assembly elections with Lok Sabha
elections, followed by municipal and panchayat elections within 100
days of the general election.

* The government emphasizes that this plan will enhance democracy by
making it vibrant and participative, improving the financial and
administrative efficiency of the election process.



e Government's Position:

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi termed this decision as an important
step for improving democracy.

* Union Home Minister Amit Shah supported it as a method to boost
clean, efficient elections and accelerate economic growth.

* An implementation group will be formed to take forward the
recommendations of the committee.



Opposition's Criticism:

The opposition parties criticized the
proposal, calling it impractical,
unconstitutional, and a threat to federalism.

They raised concerns about handling
scenarios where ruling parties lose their
majority during the simultaneous elections.




Key Provisions:

Amendments to Articles 83 and 172 of the
Constitution are recommended to change the

duration of Parliament and State legislatures,
respectively.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) and State

Election Commissions (SECs) would coordinate
on a common electoral roll.




1.Challenges:

1. The proposed changes would require
the ratification of at least half the
States.

2. Several Constitutional amendments
would need to be passed by a two-
thirds majority in Parliament. - ey




* Consider the following statements regarding the proposal for simultaneous elections in India:

1. The high-level committee headed by former President Ram Nath Kovind recommended holding
simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha, State Assemblies, and local bodies.

2.The proposal requires Constitutional amendments, including changes to Articles 83 and 172.

3.Simultaneous elections will reduce financial and administrative inefficiencies in the election
process.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3



Indus waters:
India to freeze
negotiations
with Pakistan

Jacob Koshy

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

There will be no more
meetings of the Permanent
Indus Commission till the
governments of India and
Pakistan meet and discuss
the renegotiation of the 64-
year-old Indus Water Trea-
ty, a highly placed official
told The Hindu.

The last meeting was in
Delhi in May 2022. Since Ja-
nuary 2023, India has writ-
ten four times to Pakistan
to initiate talks on revising
the treaty but not received
a “satisfactory response”,
according to sources.

India to freeze talks with
Pakistan on Indus waters

Jacob Koshy
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

There will be no more
meetings of the Permanent
Indus Commission (PIC)
till the governments of In-
dia and Pakistan meet and
discuss the renegotiation
of the 64-year-old Indus
Water Treaty, a highly
placed official told The
Hindu.

The last meeting was in
Delhi in May 2022. Since Ja-
nuary 2023, India has writ-
ten four times to Pakistan
to initiate talks on revising
the treaty but not received
a “satisfactory response”,
according to sources.

The PIC is the most con-
sequential product of the
Indus Water Treaty (IWT),
signed in 1960 to manage
the sharing of six Hima-
layan rivers between India
and Pakistan. Commission-
ers of both countries are
mandated to meet every
year, and sometimes have
met multiple times in a
year, to discuss and resolve
differences on the sharing
of river water and con-
struction of hydel projects.

Risking oblivion

Despite wars and disputes
between India and Pakis-
tan, and the occasional
stalling of the meetings,
the PIC has been a perma-

On August 30 this year, India had sent a letter to Pakistan, the fourth

since 2023, asking to renegotiate the treaty. FILE PHOTO

nent fixture. However,
with India’s call to renego-
tiate the IWT in January
2023, the PIC risks obli-
vion.

“Pakistan’s first res-
ponse [following India’s
call] was to discuss issues
at the level of commission-
ers. But India denied this
on the grounds that the
commissioners are meant
to execute the treaty and
so this can be done only by
governments. If the go-
vernmental negotiations
were to begin to renego-
tiate the treaty, India could
consider reviving the com-
mission as a goodwill mea-
sure,” the official told The
Hindu.

On August 30 this year,
India sent a letter to Pakis-
tan, the fourth since 2023,
asking to renegotiate the

treaty. “India’s notification
highlights  fundamental
and unforeseen changes in
circumstances that require
a reassessment of obliga-
tions under various Arti-
cles of the Treaty. Among
various concerns, impor-
tant ones include change
in population demograph-
ics; environmental issues —
need to accelerate deve-
lopment of clean energy to
meet India’s emission tar-
gets; impact of persistent
cross-border  terrorism,
etc,” said a government
note summarising aspects
of the notification sent in
August.

However, India’s
“prime” focus, the official
cited earlier said, was solv-
ing the dispute resolution
mechanism set out in the
treaty.
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The Indus Waters

Treaty (IWT) [

B The distribution of waters of the B Was signed on Sept 19, 1960, B Partition of India cut across the
Indus and its tributaries between between India, Pakistan and a rep- Indus river basin, which has the
India and Pakistan is governed by resentative of World Bank after Indus river, plus five of its main

~ the Indus Water Treaty (IWT).

Western rivers
Chenab, Jhelum, Indus

nine years of negotiations. tributaries.

Easternrivers
Sutlej, Beas, Ravi |

India’s rights over these rivers:
Limited — can set up certain irriga-

tion, run-of-the-river power p

very limited storage, domestic and
non-consumptive use, all subject

to conditions

India’s rights over
these rivers: All
exclusive rights

lants, y
lie with India. ¢

\\ -
Indus Waters Commissi;hs\tlpcess story

®(Once every five years, conducts a gener}i inspection of
all rivers in parts. Total inspection tawi so far: Over 100

® Regularly meets once a year. Total meetings thus far, /
including those for taking up Pak ? jections: Over 100 ’j
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SUﬂej. Beas, Ravi Indus, Jhelum, Chenab AFGHANISTAN

11 cubic km annual 232.5 cubic km 'y ,
flow before entering annual flow before D87 A
Pakistan. India has full entering Pak; India can SRR -
rightsonall waters; Pak  useonly about 62.2 0 S !
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into its territory km reserved for Pak ' \ f ,
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INDIA  India's
: boundaries
Sindh INDUSRIVER

BASIN Canals

Kishanfang_a Hydropower Projectona tribt_ntary of ~
the Jhelum in Bandipora district of J&K. Arctive \\V_/ oo Bk Whad & Sbrmition Shiteae




1960 Indus Water Treaty (IWT) Water allocation from six-rivers
India has full use of all water from of Indus basm under IWT

three eastern rivers, but must allow India

unretstrrrllcﬁgd flo;/v (F)’f v‘z'attern from 33 million

western rivers to Pakista acre-feet
(MAF)*

Western rivers Eastern rivers U/
Pakistan control India control 5
Pakistan
J 80%
D 135 MAF CHINA

PAKISTAN-
ADMINISTERED .
KASHMIR . Siachen
‘ 'f,,,_lGlacier o/,
Line of
Control ‘
e
s T—‘B
) oy A
INDIAN- 77
100k ADMINISTERED 4
T KASHMIR Z
5 60 miles Islamabad

5l
o 6\%1
lﬂ@ﬂ? % CH

PAKISTAN /-

w
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INDIA

India considering “technlcal ways” to stop
flow of water at Klshenganga Dam (1)
and Ratle Dam (2) ( /(




* India's Stand on Indus Water Treaty:

* India has decided to freeze further meetings of the Permanent Indus
Commission (PIC) until there is a renegotiation of the 64-year-old
Indus Water Treaty (IWT).

* India had sent multiple letters to Pakistan since January 2023 asking
for renegotiation but received unsatisfactory responses.



* Permanent Indus Commission (PIC):

* The PIC is a key body under the IWT, signed in 1960, for the
management of six Himalayan rivers shared between India and
Pakistan.

* Commissioners from both nations meet regularly to resolve issues
concerning water sharing and hydel projects.

* The meetings, though sometimes stalled, have been a consistent part
of India-Pakistan water relations.



* India's Reasons for Renegotiation:

* India highlights changes in population demographics, environmental
issues (such as clean energy development), and the impact of cross-
border terrorism as reasons to reassess obligations under the treaty.

* India also seeks to address the dispute resolution mechanism within
the treaty.



e Pakistan's Response:

e Pakistan suggested discussing issues at the level of the
commissioners, but India rejected this, arguing that only government-
level talks could revise the treaty.

e Current Situation:

* The future of the PIC is uncertain, with India holding off on meetings
until renegotiation occurs.



* Consider the following statements about the Indus Water Treaty (IWT):

1.The IWT was signed in 1960 to manage the sharing of six Himalayan
rivers between India and Pakistan.

2.The Permanent Indus Commission (PIC) under the IWT is responsible for
resolving disputes concerning water sharing.

3.India has called for renegotiation of the IWT citing demographic and
environmental changes, along with cross-border terrorism.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
* (a) 1 and 2 only

* (b) 2 and 3 only

* (c) 1and 3 only

e(d)1,2,and 3
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Navy ditches unmanned UAV

at sea off Chennai coast

Ome MG-oa High

Endurance

Alitude
Unmanned Aerlal Vehicle (UAVY of the ndian
MNawy, on lease from General Atomics of the LLS.,
carrsed out a controlled ditching at sea off
Chennai after it encountered a technical failure at

2 pm. on Wednesday
rveillance mission which

Tligh, according 1o the Navy.

Turer;”

while on a routine
coul,

d not be resex in
“The aircraft was

avy said. The LAV

s GpCTAng fom 1N Fajal Arakonnamm,

‘5.6 lakh FIRs registered under

new criminal law Sept. 3

Around 5.56 lakh First Information Repores

Bureau (NCRE) 1o

conds
memiat Stnten In the implementation of the new
Enal laws.

Govt. to fence
Myanmar
border at
131,000 crore

The Hindu Bureaw
WEW DELHI

The Union government has
approwed 31,000 crore to
E

Chandrayaan-4, Venus
orbiter get approval
from Union Cabinet

GCaganmyaan expansion project also gets mod: mext lunar poojesct plans to

bring moon rocks o eanth;: space docking experiment later this vear

root cause of the ethnic

winlence in Manipus.
Cabinet Committee

on Security had, in princi-

ng
d roads along the 1.643-

International Eorder
between India and Myan-
mar at an approximate cost
of £31,000 crore, the offi-
clal said.

About 10 km of fencing
has already been complet
ed near Moreh and work is
under way to fence anoth-
er 21 km in other areas of
sani

The Home Ministry ear-
ller this year scrapped the

ement  Regime
Py along the Myanmar
border which allows peo-
ple residing close
r to wenture 16 km in-

to each other's territory
withour any documents.

rocks to earth,
send a spacecrafit o orbit
Wenus and expand the Ga-

ing chaired by
rer Narendra Modi, also ap-
al of the

ton Landing an Indian
astronaut on the moon.
for the

brings us close
sustained space station

edge: & model of the Gagarynan crew madule ot the
Bengaluru Space Expo 2024 an Wednesday. & WURAL KUMAR

2035 and a crewed lunar

m X
Chandrayaan-4 will invole

experiment later this year
to develop its capabilities
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Chandrayaan-4, Venus
orbiter get approval
from Union Cabinet

Gaganyaan expansion project also gets nod; next lunar project plans to

bring moon rocks to earth; space docking experiment later this year

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

n a boost to the space
l programme, the Un-

ion government on
Wednesday approved the
Chandrayaan-4 mission to
bring moon rocks to earth,
send a spacecraft to orbit
Venus and expand the Ga-
ganyaan project to build an
Indian space station.

The Cabinet, at a meet-
ing chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, also ap-
proved a proposal of the
Department of Space to
build a next-generation
launch vehicle capable of
placing heavier payload in
orbits, which could also be
key to achieving the targets
of setting up a space sta-
tion and landing an Indian
astronaut on the moon.

“Great news for the
space sector! The Union
Cabinet has approved the
first step towards the Bha-
ratiya Antariksh Station
(BAS), expanding the Gaga-
nyaan programme,” Mr.
Modi said in a post on X.
“This landmark decision
brings us closer to a self-
sustained space station by

Cutting edge: A model of the Gaganyaan crew module at the
Bengaluru Space Expo 2024 on Wednesday. K. MURALI KUMAR

2035 and a crewed lunar
mission by 2040,” he said.

Information and Broad-
casting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the govern-
ment had allocated %2,104
crore for the Chan-
drayaan-4 mission.

“A natural successor to
Chandrayaan-3 is the de-
monstration of the ability
to collect lunar samples
and return them safely
back to earth,” ISRO Chair-
man S. Somanath said.
Chandrayaan-4 will involve
multiple launches, and the
premier space agency is set
to perform a space docking

experiment later this year
to develop its capabilities
for the challenging
endeavour.

The Cabinet approved
1,236 crore for the Venus
Orbiter Mission, which is
expected to be launched in
March 2028. This will be
India’s second interplane-
tary mission after the Mars
Orbiter Mission, launched
on November 5, 2013. The
Cabinet also gave its nod to
an additional funding of
11,170 crore to the Gaga-
nyaan programme, which
already has a sanctioned
budget of ¥9,023 crore.




Aspect Chandrayaan-1 Chandrayaan-2 Chandrayaan-3
Launch Year 2008 2019 2023
Objectives Study lunar Study lunar surface Demonstrate landing capabilities
surface and land rover on for Lunar Polar Exploration
lunar South Pole Mission
Components Orbiter, Moon Orbiter, Lander Propulsion module, Lander, Rover
Impact Probe (Vikram), Rover
(Pragyan)
Findings Confirmed lunar | Built upon -

water, caves,
activity

Chandrayaan-1's water
evidence

Communication

Communication
issues after 312

Lander crash-landed,
rover unable to

Successfully landed on moon and
will operate for 1 lunar day (14

days operate Earth days)
Launch Vehicle | PSLV GSLV-Mk 3 LVM3
Landing Site - Lunar South Pole Lunar South Pole

Major Partners

Japan (for Lunar Polar Exploration
Mission); support from NASA and



* Approval of Chandrayaan-4 Mission:

* The Union Cabinet approved Chandrayaan-4, which will involve the
collection and return of moon rocks to Earth.

* Chandrayaan-4 will be a natural successor to Chandrayaan-3 and will
involve multiple launches.

* The government has allocated X2,104 crore for this mission.



* Venus Orbiter Mission:

* The Cabinet also approved the Venus Orbiter Mission, India's second
interplanetary mission after Mars Orbiter.

* The mission is scheduled for launch in March 2028 with a budget of
X1,236 crore.



* Expansion of Gaganyaan Programme:

* The Gaganyaan programme, India’s human spaceflight mission, has
received additional funding of 11,170 crore, bringing the total to
9,023 crore.

e Gaganyaan will focus on building capabilities for an Indian astronaut
mission by 2035 and a crewed lunar mission by 2040.



e Space Docking Experiment:

* A space docking experiment is planned for later this year, enhancing
India's capability in space missions.

* Development of New Space Capabilities:

* The Cabinet also approved a proposal for developing a next-
generation launch vehicle, critical for heavier payloads and supporting
long-term goals like building an Indian space station.



* Consider the following statements regarding India's recent space missions:
1.Chandrayaan-4 will focus on collecting moon samples and returning them to Earth.
2.The Venus Orbiter Mission will be India's third interplanetary mission.

3.The Gaganyaan programme aims to launch India’s first astronaut by 2028.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* (a) 1 only

e (b) 1and 2 only

* (c)2and 3 only

* (d) 1and 3 only



PM-AASHA schemes
to continue with
additions: Centre

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the
continuation of schemes of
the Pradhan Mantri Anna-
data Aay SanraksHan Abhi-
yan (PM-AASHA).

The Centre said the
schemes under PM-AASHA
will ensure remunerative
prices to farmers and con-
trol price volatility of es-
sential commodities to be-
nefit consumers.

The Cabinet also fixed
the Nutrient Based Subsidy
(NBS) rates for the upcom-
ing rabi season on phos-
phatic and potassic (P and
K) fertilisers. The tentative
budgetary requirement for
this will be 3%¥24,475.53
crore.

The total financial outgo
for PM-AASHA will be
¥35,000 crore during the
15th Finance Commission
cycle up to 2025-26. The
Centre has converged the
Price Support Scheme
(PSS) and Price Stabilisa-
tion Fund (PSF) schemes in
PM-AASHA.

“PM-AASHA will now
have the components of
PSS, PSF and the Price Def-
icit Payment Scheme
(PDPS) and Market Inter-
vention Scheme (MIS),” the
Centre said.

It said the extension of
the PSF scheme will help in

The schemes under PM-AASHA
will ensure remunerative prices
to farmers, the Centre said.

protecting consumers
from extreme volatility in
prices of agri-horticultural
commodities by maintain-
ing strategic buffer stock of
pulses and onion for cali-
brated release. It will also
discourage hoarding and
unscrupulous speculation,
and ensure supplies to con-

sumers at affordable
prices.
Subsidy for fertilizers

On the fertilizer subsidy,
the Centre said it will en-
sure availability of fertiliz-
ers to farmers at subsi-
dised, affordable and
reasonable prices. It added
that the rationalisation of
subsidy on P and K fertilis-
ers is taken in view of the
recent trends in the inter-
national prices of fertiliz-
ers and inputs.



* PM-AASHA Continuation:

* The Union Cabinet approved the continuation of the Pradhan Mantri
Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan (PM-AASHA) scheme.

* The scheme ensures remunerative prices for farmers and controls the
price volatility of essential commodities to benefit consumers.



* Inclusion of Schemes:

* PM-AASHA now includes the Price Support Scheme (PSS), Price
Stabilisation Fund (PSF), Price Deficit Payment Scheme (PDPS), and
Market Intervention Scheme (MIS).

* This convergence is intended to provide a comprehensive safety net for
farmers.



* Financial Allocation:

* The total financial outlay for PM-AASHA is 35,000 crore during the
15th Finance Commission cycle up to 2025-26.

* X24,475.53 crore has been allocated for the upcoming rabi season
under the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) rates for phosphatic and
potassic (P and K) fertilisers.



Price Stabilisation:

The extension of the PSF scheme is expected to
help control price volatility in agri-horticultural

commodities like pulses and onions by
maintaining strategic buffer stocks.

It aims to protect consumers from high prices
and discourage speculative hoarding




Fertilizer Subsidy:

The Cabinet ensured that fertilisers
will be available to farmers at
affordable and subsidised prices,

following trends in global fertiliser
prices.




* Consider the following statements regarding the PM-AASHA scheme:

1.The PM-AASHA scheme aims to stabilise the prices of agricultural
commodities and ensure remunerative prices to farmers.

2.The scheme includes the Price Support Scheme (PSS), Price Stabilisation
Fund (PSF), and Market Intervention Scheme (MIS).

3.The total financial outlay for PM-AASHA is X25,000 crore during the 15th
Finance Commission cycle.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
* (a) 1 and 2 only

* (b) 2 and 3 only

* (c) 1and 3 only

e(d)1,2,and 3



35 lakh to transform tribal
house into homestay unit

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a
package that will provide
up to 35 lakh each to tribal
households and villages
across the country, to turn
their homes into tourist
homestays or to build new
ones under the Tourism
Ministry’s Swadesh Dar-
shan scheme. This is
meant to “tap the tourist
potential of tribal areas”
and to “provide alternative
livelihood”, an official
statement said.

This is one of the 25 in-
terventions planned under
the Pradhan Mantri-Janjati-
ya Unnat Gram Abhiyan
(PMJUGA), an umbrella
package to implement ex-
isting schemes in 63,000
Scheduled Tribe-majority
villages. For instance, the
Swadesh Darshan scheme
was launched a decade
ago, in 2014-15, though the

PMJUGA also intends
to bring sustainable
agricultural practices
to all Forest Rights
Act patta holders

tribal homestay proposal
may be a new element.

Action plan
The PMJUGA package is
aimed at ensuring the satu-
ration of basic schemes in
tribal villages, with inter-
ventions to be implement-
ed by 17 Ministries, and
funding coming from each
Ministry’s allocated share
in the Development Action
Plan for Scheduled Tribes.
Together, this will involve
an outlay of ¥79,156 crore,
to be spent over five years,
with a Central share of
356,333 crore, and a States’
share of 322,823 crore.
Significantly, Maharash-
tra and Jharkhand, which
are both headed to the

polls later this year, ac-
count for over 18% of the
country’s tribal
population.

The PMJUGA intends to
bring sustainable agricul-
tural practices to all Forest
Rights Act (FRA) patta hol-
ders “to enable them for
maintenance and conser-
vation of forest”, the offi-
cial statement said.

As of June 2024, more
than 24 lakh FRA titles
have been granted to peo-
ple and communities from
Scheduled Tribes (ST) and
other traditional forest-
dwelling groups, covering
over 1.9 crore acres of for-
est land across the country.

However, of the 50.5
lakh claims filed under the
FRA, 34.83% have been re-
jected and 15.9% remain
pending.

The government hopes
to “catalyse” pending
claims and expedite the re-
cognition and securing of
forest rights.



* Tribal Homestay Initiative:

* The Union Cabinet approved a package to provide X5 lakh to tribal
households for transforming their homes into tourist homestays or
building new ones.

* This initiative is under the Tourism Ministry’s Swadesh Darshan
scheme to promote tourism in tribal areas and offer alternative
livelihood opportunities.



* PMJUGA Scheme:

* The package is part of the Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram
Abhiyan (PMJUGA), an umbrella initiative targeting 63,000 tribal-
majority villages.

* It aims to saturate basic development schemes in these villages, with
interventions from 17 ministries and a total outlay of 79,156 crore
over five years.

* The central government will contribute X56,333 crore, while state
governments will share 22,823 crore.



e Sustainable Agricultural Practices:

* PMJUGA also focuses on promoting sustainable agricultural practices
among Forest Rights Act (FRA) patta holders, aiming to maintain
forest conservation.

* The scheme aims to support over 24 lakh FRA titles granted across 1.9
crore acres of forest land.



1.Pending FRA Claims:

1. Out of 50.5 lakh claims under the
FRA, 34.83% have been rejected, and
15.9% remain pending.

2. The government is working to
expedite pending claims and secure
recognition for forest rights. - ey




* Consider the following statements about the Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya
Unnat Gram Abhiyan (PMJUGA):

1.The scheme provides X5 lakh to each tribal household for transforming
homes into homestays under the Swadesh Darshan scheme.

2.PMJUGA is implemented with the assistance of 17 Ministries and has a
total outlay of 79,156 crore.

3.The scheme aims to bring sustainable agricultural practices to all patta
holders under the Forest Rights Act (FRA).

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
* (a) 1 and 2 only

* (b) 2 and 3 only

* (c) 1and 3 only

e(d)1,2,and 3
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Can Sheikh Hasina be extradited?

's International Crimes 'mbunal asl

The story so far:
he chief prasecutor
esh’s Intes

m nefghbouring India. “As the
main perpetrator has fled the country, we
will szart the legal procedure to bring her

refuge in India in August after a mass
peising compelied het to step down.
Since her departure, numerous criminal
cases have been agamnst her and
her aldes, encompassing changes of
murder, torture, abduction, crimes
against humanicy, and genocide-
India and have a
bilateral extradition treaty in place that
could allow for her return to face trial.

‘What does the extradition treaty say?
The ICT was established in 2010 by Ms.
Hasina to crimes

s Sormer Prirne Minister Sheikh Hasina in Ohaka on January 8. AFP

— such as murder and enforced
disappearance— fall outside the scope of
exemption, it is unlikely that India
will be able to justify them as political
transgresstons to deny extradition.

good faith in the interests of justice™ or if
it involves military offences not
considered “an offence under general
criminal law.” India could potentially
Tefuse extradition on the ground that the
charges against Ms. Hasina have not
Jevelled i good faith and there i3 &
possibility of her being cted 10
polklcal rsecution o an onéalr trisl
her return to Bangladesh. Such
Concerns are further exacerbated by
recent reports that ministers from Ms.
Hasina’s cabines were physically arrested
w

by by while being
court for remand hearings.
What are the potential implications?
Sreeradha Datta, professor

internarional rﬁl:nons at O.P. Jindal

Global University told mlﬂndu \'ha[ the

THE GIST

The chief prosecutor o
Bangladesh’s International
Crimes Tribunal {ICT) has
announced plans to seck the
extradition of ousted leader
Sheikh Hasina from
neighbounng India.

In 2013, Indis and Bangladesh

fugitives wanted by both

several notable political
a—

Article € of the treaty stpulates
that extradition may be refused

treaty does not

i iz of 2 "political

raaition, o the final decision will hinge ol iy
during the 1971 independence war from more on diplomatic n. tions and
Pakistan. Under the International Crimes | Rahman, were deo B asan such c political considerations. “Even if India
(Tribunals) Act of 1973, B: for mxsmv The 2016 anlendlnen! o the were to decline the extradition request, it
courts can pr. with criminal trials secured the extradition ofAmlp Chetia, trea lowered the would likely serve as a minor political
even in Ms. Hasina's absence. However, the general secretary of the banned for extradition by removing the irvizant rather and is unlikely to dent
this is bound to raise concerns about United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA), to furnish bilateral relations, especially in critical
fairness of the proceed who had spent 18 vears imprisoned in against the offender. Under Article 10 of areas of ration between the two
rence to due pr Dhaka. The treaty mandates the the reaty, only an arrest warran issued nations,” she said.
complicating the enforcement of judscial extradition of individuals charged with or is India’s largest tr.
o refore, the of the convicted of crimes that warrant a counxrv i suﬁ.aem o nitiate the partner in South Asia, with ot trae
former Prime Minister is crucial. minimum sentence of one year's extradition proce: estimated at $15.9 billion in the fiscal year
1n 2013, India and Bangladesh signed imprisonment. A key requirement for 2022-23. Before Ms. Hasina's ouster,
an extradition treaty as a srategic Extradition is the principie of dual Can extradition be refused? nations were poised to commence
measure to add; Sriminality, meaning that the ofience Artiele'6 of t1in srestystipmintes fiiak dialogue on a comprehensive economic
terrorism along thelr shared borders. It must both may be if the offence partnership agreement (CEPA) to foster
was amended in 2016 to ease the process | Since the charges against Ms. Hasina are is of a “poitical nature~ there ties. the
of exchange of fugitives wanted by both prosecutable in India, and the are “on this change in Dhaka, Indian Prime Minister
nations. The treaty has facilitated the for her alleged crimes are also substantial, | exemprian. A host of offences such as Narendra Modi has spoken with the Chief
transfer of several notable poli she qualifies for extradition on these murder, terrorism-related crimes, and Adviser of the new interim government,
P For Instance, in 2020, two Erounds. Additionally, the treaty are Yunus, and pl
convicts involved in the 1975 assassination | encomy within its ambit atempts to | being classified as political. Given that continued support for ongoing
of Ms. Hasina's father, Sheikh Mujiber Commit, as well as aid, abet, incite, 6r act | several of the charpes against Ms. Hasina development projects.
=9 interview to The Hindu, pointed out that THE GIST
s proposal to lease | &smsmm
uld give the tax break for 10
would ¥

Kenya’s Nairobi airport

ssed takeover of the Jomo Kenyatta International

G. Sampath

The story so far:
enyans are protesting a

week, airport workers went on a
day-lnng x[rlke leadlng 10 ﬂghl
on:

rissics eranded, The werbers called
it off when the government agreed to give
them veto power on the final agreement.

What is the background?
The refurbishment and expansion of the
Nairobi international alrport has been in

dormant until 2022. In June 2023, the

vernment announced it would publicly
fnvite bids to revive the project. However,
n July this year, a Kenyan whistle-blower
Posted on soctal media U
Everriaent tiadd sécresiy sgpied & a deal

revenues generated from the afrport,
which they will control for 30 years. At
the end of this period, the Adanis would
£e118% equity in the alrport. To protect
their commercial interests from

e
national asset” to a foreign company.

‘What are the terms of the deal?
According to media reports based on
documgnrs. in March 2024, Adani

Holdings Ltd had submitted a
:—ma:ely Initiated Proposal (PIP) to the
rity O
refurbish the JKIA under a
d-operate. r m.

odel with an
investment of $1.85 billion. Under the
posed deal, the Adanis would
Fefurbish the airport, add a new runway,
and possibly a terminal. They would fund
this with their own investment and from

with the Adani group to man. unforeseen comp. . the Adani
airport for 30 years. news inchuded a that no
nationwide outrage, with local arport shall be built within a lookm
commentators critic move to radius of the JKIA. It also project

“give away"” control of a “strategic sharp hike in annual fees that would be

transferred to airport users

What are the Kenyans objecting to?
It has emerged that In February 2024, a
consultancy firm. hlred d by che KAA 10
advlse on exp: the JK1A had

rec: 'an open tendes process for

ye;us. He also claimed that the deal
low the Adanis to fire all the employses
c\nrenxl) on the rolls of the KAA = nd
1000 and rehire them on terms that
could violate their rights. “Why didn't the
Adani team want to follow due diligence
the PPP Act. whereby

among the Kenyan public.

‘What ne:
The Law Socletyo(l(enyu and the Ksl)n
Human s Commisston have filed

fotne application against the deal in the.

se(urin pr
(OPP). This 1s also the preferred method
under Kenya's PPP Act. Kenyans are
asking why the KAA and the government
ignored the experts’

as
well as the country’s PPP law to go ahead
with the Adanis’ PIP. Senator Richard
Onyonka, an opposition politician, in an

mne-coluunl‘.ng “risks
purely transactional, without room for
mutual considerations.”

The refurbishment and
expansion of the Nairobi

In July this year, 3 Kenyan
wer posted on
that the

government had secretty

signed a deal with the Adani

§roup b2 manage the srport
30 years

A consuRancy firm hired by the

asking wity the KAA sexd the

govermment grored the
ot chaths s ot
country’s PPP law to go ahead
with the Adanis” PiP.
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On Adani’s proposal to lease
Kenya’s Nairobi airport

Why are there protests against a proposed takeover of the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport?

G. Sampath

The story so far:
enyans are protesting a
proposed takeover of
Nairobi’s Jomo Kenyatta
International Airport (JKIA)

by India’s Adani Group on a 30-year lease.

Last week, airport workers went on a
day-long strike, leading to flight
cancellations that left hundreds of
passengers stranded. The workers called
it off when the government agreed to give
them veto power on the final agreement.

What is the background?

The refurbishment and expansion of the
Nairobi international airport has been in
the works since 2013. The plans included
building a new passenger terminal,
another runway, and expanding the
capacity to 20 million passengers a year.
But for various reasons, the contract was
cancelled in 2016, and the project was
dormant until 2022. In June 2023, the

government announced it would publicly
invite bids to revive the project. However,
in July this year, a Kenyan whistle-blower
posted on social media that the
government had secretly signed a deal
with the Adani group to manage the
airport for 30 years. The news generated
nationwide outrage, with local
commentators criticising the move to
“give away” control of a “strategic
national asset” to a foreign company.

What are the terms of the deal?
According to media reports based on
leaked documents, in March 2024, Adani
Airport Holdings Ltd had submitted a
Privately Initiated Proposal (PIP) to the
Kenya Airport Authority (KAA) to
refurbish the JKIA under a
build-operate-transfer model with an
investment of $1.85 billion. Under the
proposed deal, the Adanis would
refurbish the airport, add a new runway,
and possibly a terminal. They would fund
this with their own investment and from

revenues generated from the airport,
which they will control for 30 years. At
the end of this period, the Adanis would
get 18% equity in the airport. To protect
their commercial interests from
unforeseen competition, the Adani
proposal included a stipulation that no
airport shall be built within a 100km
radius of the JKIA. It also projected a
sharp hike in annual fees that would be
transferred to airport users.

What are the Kenyans objecting to?
It has emerged that in February 2024, a
consultancy firm hired by the KAA to
advise on expanding the JKIA had
recommended an open tender process for
securing a public-private partnership
(PPP). This is also the preferred method
under Kenya’s PPP Act. Kenyans are
asking why the KAA and the government
ignored the experts’ recommendation as
well as the country’s PPP law to go ahead
with the Adanis’ PIP. Senator Richard
Onyonka, an opposition politician, in an

interview to The Hindu, pointed out that
Kenyans are concerned that the deal
would give the Adanis a tax break for 10
years. He also claimed that the deal would
allow the Adanis to fire all the employees
currently on the rolls of the KAA — around
5,000— and rehire them on terms that
could violate their rights. “Why didn’t the
Adani team want to follow due diligence
as laid out under the PPP Act, whereby
there would have been three-four
competitive bids, and Kenyans would
have had a chance to interrogate the
various offers and pick the best
value-for-money option?” he asked. “It
indicates that this is a corrupt deal and we
believe money has exchanged hands” he
alleged, echoing a growing sentiment
among the Kenyan public.

What next?

The Law Society of Kenya and the Kenya
Human Rights Commission have filed a
joint application against the deal in the
high court. The court has issued an order
suspending further movement on the
Adani proposal pending a judicial review.
The Adanis hold that it is in Kenya’s best
interest to go for a PIP rather than open
tendering, noting, “PIP allows the
government to secure terms beyond
purely financial considerations, ensuring
the welfare of citizens,” and that
“competitive bidding” besides being
time-consuming, “risks making the deal
purely transactional, without room for
mutual considerations.”

THE GIST

v

The refurbishment and
expansion of the Nairobi
international airport has been
in the works since 2013.

v

In July this year, a Kenyan
whistle-blower posted on
sacial media that the
government had secretly
signed a deal with the Adani
group to manage the airport
for 30 years.

v

A consultancy firm hired by the
KAA to advise on expanding the
JKIA had recommended an
open tender process for
securing a public-private
partnership (PPP). This is also
the preferred method under
Kenya’s PPP Act. Kenyans are
asking why the KAA and the
government ignored the
recommendation as well as the
country’s PPP law to go ahead
with the Adanis’ PIP.



e Background of the Proposal:

e Kenyans are protesting the proposed takeover of Nairobi's Jomo
Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA) by India's Adani Group on a 30-
year lease.

* The airport's refurbishment and expansion had been in progress since
2013 but faced delays. In 2023, the government announced a public
bidding process for the project.



* Proposed Deal Terms:

* The Adani Group submitted a
Privately Initiated Proposal (PIP) to
refurbish and operate the airport
under a build-operate-transfer model
with a $1.85 billion investment.

* The proposal included adding a new
runway and terminal, and projected a

sharp rise in annual fees to be
transferred to airport users.



e Concerns and Objections:

* There are concerns about transparency, the absence of competitive
bidding, and the potential firing of 5,000 airport employees.

* Critics claim the deal could involve corruption, tax breaks, and giving
away a national asset to a foreign entity.

e Kenyans also question why the government and Kenya Airport
Authority (KAA) ignored expert recommendations for an open tender
process.



* Legal Action:

* The Law Society of Kenya and the
Kenya Human Rights Commission
filed a joint application in court to
halt the deal.

* The court has issued an order
suspending further movement on
the proposal pending judicial
review.




* Consider the following statements regarding the proposed Adani Group
takeover of the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA) in Kenya:

1.The proposed deal includes a build-operate-transfer model with a $1.85
billion investment by the Adani Group.

2.Kenyan airport workers went on strike protesting the lack of
transparency and competitive bidding in the deal.

3.The Law Society of Kenya and the Kenya Human Rights Commission filed
a joint application supporting the deal.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
* (a) 1 and 2 only

* (b) 2 and 3 only

* (c) 1only

e(d)1,2,and 3
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CLASS APART

Pant one of the best kee

r-batters

in Tests. says coach Gambhir

LONG SEAS

Youngsters may have to wait
for their opportunity: Gambhir

iz one of the

best keeper-atters in the world in Tests. “We all know how
i He'

With the return of star players like Virat Ko
Garnbbr said youngsters like Dhnnv
must wait for their chance. ~Someti

Rishabh Pant to the Test fold,
Jurel and Sarfaraz Khan
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and
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"3 a3 well.”

 working hard.
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& for just ane day, diting Shakib's stefiar
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night
ret Test. Shakeb bateed for reearly
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HICH PRAISE
Kohli one of the torch-bearers of

R~ RAGL
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tion with Kohli for
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in a league of his own: The ind)

ia head coach says Bumrah is the

best fast bowler in the world in all three formats. = RAGL

An honour

to have

someone like Bumrah
playing for us: Gambhir

india head coach Gautam

ten in India where we talk
about bowlers. India, at

Gambhir hafled Jasprit  to give credit to Bumrah,
Bumra.h as the best pacer  (Mohammed) i.

cricket siraj, Ashwin

across formats and was  and (Ravindra) Jadeja, that

happy that bowlers are get-  we ried talling

tng the spotlight shey aboux the bowlers

serve. oo The former ‘ndia cricke-

e Bamirah Is the be away the no-

bowler In the world In a!l ot Bls e could tae

“ft has not happemd of-

any opposition lighdy on
the eve of the first Test
against Bangladesh.

“1 have been a huge be-
liever that we fear no one
but

t is what interna-
tional cricket is all about.

£ there and

everythi
cricket field because that is

o
trol the game. They try to
play the way they want to
play the

India gets ready to embrace Test
cricket’s slow-burn intensity

froma which arrives on the back of a terrific 2-O victs
two-match series: Gambhir — in his first red-ball assignment as coach — will want nothing less than a polished show

months and now it is time
to embrace Test cricket's

slow-burn intensity.

and Australia s

games, all part of
the World Test Champion-
ship which India currently
leads, are critical encoun-
ters.

New era
‘The imminent clashes will
also mark the arrival of

z the ODIs ln

real deal

Test series at Rawalpindi,
is keen to prove a point
against the big brother.

Be it

over Pakist:

Lot to play, lot to play for

Wiith 10 Tests scheduled aver the naxt four months, India will ok to
Warld Tast C| OWTC)

Mo Zesland, Mambai
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Gukesh sizzles
as India
marches on

CHESS OLYMPIAD

from
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Taking sim:
et the bull's eye when th
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still the urge to prove that
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tar, will lend

1971 or a Test debur in
2000, on both

ger
impetus to the wisitor.
While fron

Bangladesh found India
lending a massive hand.

m
a political churn, Najmul
Hossain Shanto’s men con-

tinue to be invested with
the role of being dispen-
sers of hope.

Rawalpindi was part of
that bouquet but Chennai
now and Kanpur next may
not be easy.
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retumn
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tve thanks to Rishabh
Pant's come-

during the 2007 World
Cup n the Caribbean, the
Tigers are contending wis

m lnlx as well and Rohit
an experienced
Core th Eall bk upor

Veterans.
1n Mushfiqur Rahim and
Shakib Al Hasan, there are
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what it Is to surprise india,

sh needs the oth-
ers wo like Litton Das, Me-
hidy Hasan Miraz and Tas-
kin Ahmed to imbibe that
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Be it Jasprit Bumrah as the

pected to keep both the
fast and slow purveyors in
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For esh, a
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" the facr that 10 wni:
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tinctive vibe. could
duplicate a sense of home.
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too.
China’s decision to rest

Ding Liren meant
there would be no teaser
for his World ttle match
against Gukesh. The teen-
show: class

against vl. as he convert-
equaldook-

mukh and Nino Batstashvi-

The Stockholm reverse and the new storm that has hit Indian tennis

NEW DELHI

week was the Indian team
noc

down well Is the rm xh.n

T mentor Sowdes

Devvarman:
India’s chances would
have been enhanced had
Nagal played in Stockholm.
But there was stll no gua-
rantee as he had lost twic,
to the Swedish No. 1 I-JI&
Ymer and had beaten him
on!y once on dclay, this
ar. The Davis Cup tie was
pln)ed on an indoor hard
court.

an, India No. 2, showed up

tive of his form or how h
feels.
This is not the first time
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wvis Cup. He did that in In-
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The fact remains that
Nagal has won only four
more rubbers, two against

lesser-known P
players in 2019 when Al

sam Qureshi and Aqgeel
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nuine grouse, especially af-
ter not being nominated by
the AITA for the Australian
Open wild card this year.

the chai

it succinctly. Nagal
Id have rstood

With mounting criti-
cism, the AITA chose to de-

sed en tie on pur-
pose all the pe -
sion. To find fault with the

— however
genuine — ahead of a

seemingly injured _was
quite unbecoming of Na.
gal. the country’s No. 1

Slippery stope: By not turmi

for the country, Nagal has
opened 3 debate. F1.E PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXERA.
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With 10 Tests scheduled over the next four months, India will look to Overall | 13 | 11 0 2
book its third consecutive World Test Championship (WTC) final berth Inindia| 3 | 3 0 0
WTC POINTS TABLE
No. Team P|W|L|D|DED*| PTS| PCT
1 |India ) 6 (2|1 2 74 | 68.52
2 | Australia 128 (BN 10 90 | 62.50
3 |[NewZealand | 6 | 3 |3 |0 0 36 | 50.00
Bank 4 | Bangladesh 6 N3 ]3]0 3 33 | 45.83
g 5 | SriLanka 7 (13|40 0 36 | 42.86
O SBlLife 6 | England 16 | 8 | 7|1 | 19 | 81 | 4219
SN TR EARS 7 |SouthAfrica | 6 |2 |3 |1| 0 | 28 | 3889
£ 8 | Pakistan 2 'S5 |0 8 16 | 19.05
pctyomenink 9 |westindies | 9 |16 |2 | 0 | 20 | 1852
| b8 ’/-‘, Points system:
[I 1 =d ~al 12 for a win, 6 for a tie,
: 5 ‘"1 4 for a draw
1+ Fnd Ny -
== cT === = Theteamsareranked
R.RAGU  accordingto the
’ percentage of points
INDIA’S REMAINING FIXTURES o aid the top o
Sept.19-23  :Bangladesh, Chennai Nov. 22-26 :Australia, Perth E;?g,rsef:;gztge finalat
Sept. 27-Oct. 1 : Bangladesh, Kanpur Dec.6-10 :Australia, Adelaide . . ) }
Oct. 16-20 : New Zealand, Bengaluru | Dec.14-18 :Australia, Brisbane *Deductions: Points T?kmg aim: Rohit Sharma will look to
Oct. 24-28 : New Zealand, Pune Dec. 26-30 :Australia, Melbourne | are deducted for slow hit the bull’'s eye when the team takes
Nov. 1-5 : New Zealand, Mumbai Jan.3-7  :Australia, Sydney over rates on Bangladesh in the first Test. R. RAGU
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Advance taxes up
20% in Q2,PIT
growth stronger

IN THE

N E WS

DUES RECAST FOR 2

standalone basis after exiting 23
arm Vidarbha Industries Power by
its dues. mPAGE &

BYJU'S ARM AAKASH

KOVIND PANEL'S RECOMMENDATIONS CLEARED

One nation, one poll

gets Cabmet s vote

Implementation i in
current govt’s tenure
but date not yet set

DAMBNI NATH & DIVYAA
New i, 18

e chaired
Semt Rarm Nath Kovind. The eight-

msubsidies on

PRASATA SAHU
New Delhi, 1s

ADVANCE TAXES PAID by corpo-
rates, other firms and individuals
rose 20% on year in the second
ox of the current fiscal year to
22.67 lakh crore as per latest data,
indicating that ings slow

n the first quarter hasa't
ﬁented Endis Incy confidence in

y vels through
the current fiscal

The year-on-year growth in
advance taxes collected by the

in Masch, suggested that Lok Sabha
and A

pare

within 100 dayx.

Zee refutes

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Mumbai, Septermber 18

]
— first to akgn the Lok Sabha and

Star’s $940-mn claim

Zeeinformed the stock exchanges
on Wednesday that Star had filed a
“Statement of Case’before the Lon-
don Court of sonal Arbi

HAS sought §
hun(?&omunle)lndnllus‘s&m
Zee

o0 {LCIA) on Monday, claiming for

bl righl: for the 2024-27 icc

i i Experts say that
the Jegal battle could be long-drawn

media rights to Zee in August
2022 for $1.5 bilkion. the deal
had failed to close, Star, which is
mesging with Viacom18, had initi-
ated arbitration proceedi
March 2024,

Continued on Page 7

DECISION PENDING
mThe

was
higher in Q1 at 27.49%.
By September 17, carporates
paid taxes to the tune of
£2151kh crore for Q2F Y25, up
16% on year.
Advance tax paid by personal
taxpayers rose at a higher
rate of 37% to ¥69,886 crore in
the quarter. This is in line with a
trend seen in recent years, with
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Climate change is
exacerbating Global
Flooding




Climate change is exacerbating global flooding by increasing the frequency
and intensity of heavy rainfall.

How does Climate change affect Global flooding?

Rising temperatures enhance the atmosphere’s capacity to hold moisture, leading
to more intense downpours.

For instance, a 1.5°C increase In global temperatures could make heavy rainfall
events 1.5 times more frequent and 10% wetter.

Recent floods in Europe, the UAE, and Brazil highlight this trend.

If global temperatures rise by 2°C, such floods could occur 1.7 times per
decade, with 14% more rainfall.




1.Increased Rainfall Intensity: Example: Heavy rainfall in
Germany in 2021 was intensified by climate change, leading to
severe floods in western regions.

2.Higher Atmospheric Moisture: Example: The UAE and
Oman experienced record-breaking rainfall in 2023 due to
warmer air holding more moisture.

3.More Freqguent Extreme Rainfall Events: Example: In
Europe, floods this summer were more intense due to the
Increased frequency of extreme rainfall events linked to climate
change.




1.Transition from Snow to Rain: Example: Increased rainfall in high-
altitude regions, such as the Alps, has led to more frequent flooding and
landslides as snow transitions to rain.

2.lncreased Flood Risk in Urban Areas: Example: Rapid urbanization in
cities like Dhaka, Bangladesh, has led to higher flood risk as cities expand
Into flood-prone areas.

3.Greater Impact on Low-Income Countries: Example: Floods in India
and China have displaced millions due to increased flooding risk from
climate change, affecting mostly low-income populations.

4.Rising Sea Levels: Example: Coastal flooding in cities like Miami, USA,
has been exacerbated by rising sea levels linked to global warming.




Other factors leading to flooding:

Deforestation and Land Use Changes: Unsustainable deforestation
in the upper catchments increases soil erosion and sediment load in

rivers, reducing their carrying capacity and causing overflows.

e Eg: Sundarbans flooding attributed to these.

Encroachment on Floodplains: Building settlements and
infrastructure on floodplains obstructs natural drainage and reduces
buffer zones, amplifying flood impacts.

e Eg: Bihar floods are particularly severe due to the encroachment of floodplains.




1.Inadequate Drainage and Infrastructure: Insufficient drainage
systems, choked rivers, and dilapidated embankments cannot
handle excessive water, leading to widespread inundation.

1.Eq: Inadequate and weak embankments are annually breached in
Bihar-West Bengal floods.

2.Poor Urban Planning: Urbanization without proper water
management and flood zoning increases runoff and exposes
more people to risks.




Strategies can be implemented to mitigate the risks associated with
these floods:

Early Warning Systems: Implement advanced early warning
systems to provide timely alerts to communities, enabling them
to evacuate and take preventive measures.

e E.g.: Flood Early Warning System (FLEWS) in Assam by its state disaster
management authority.

Eco-Restoration: Undertake comprehensive eco-restoration
initiatives, including reforestation and wetland conservation, to
enhance natural drainage systems and reduce vulnerability.

e Eg: the Red River Delta Rehabilitation Project restored over 100,000 hectares of
mangroves and wetlands which can be replicated here.




Infrastructure Development:

Invest in resilient
infrastructure, such as
embankments, flood shelters,
and drainage systems, to
protect communities and vital
assets.

Community Engagement:

Foster community-based
initiatives for flood
preparedness, including
training in disaster response,
and involve local communities
in planning and decision-
making processes.

e Eg: Coastal Embankment
Improvement Project (CEIP) in
Bangladesh part of the delta.

e E.g.. Community Preparedness and
Adaptation of “Living with Floods”
under Flood Risk Mitigation and

Management.



* Climate-Resilient Agriculture:
Promote climate-resilient
agricultural practices and crop
varieties to minimize the impact

of floods on the agrarian
economy.E.qg.: Integrated Rice-
-1Ish Farming System (IRFFES)
promoted by the World Food

Drogramme .




 Which of the following is/are tributary/tributaries of Brahmaputra?
1.Dibang

2.Kameng

3.Lohit

« Select the correct answer using the code given below:

* (a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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« The Karma or Karam festival i1s a
significant tribal harvest
celebration, centered around
the worship of the Karam
tree, symbolizing Karam Devta,

the god of strength, youth, and

vitality.

» Celebrated by tri
Munda, Oraon,
across states li
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* Rituals include planting a Karam tree branch in the
courtyard, dancing, singing, and offerings to ensure a good
harvest.

 Myths around the festival often feature stories of seven
brothers who suffer hardships after neglecting the Karam
tree, underscoring the deep connection between the festival,
mythology, and agricultural practices.
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 Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Limited
(APSEZ) has received approval
from the Odisha government
to acquire a 95% stake In
Gopalpur Port.
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Adani Ports




¥ \ndia Status Report
/ on Road Safety

2024




* Findings of the Report:

* In 2021, road traffic injuries were
the 13th leading cause of mortality
in India and the 12th leading cause
of health loss, as measured by
Disability-Adjusted Life Years
(DALYSs).

* In the states road traffic injuries
ranked among the top 10
contributors to health loss.




 Performance of States in Road Safety:Road safety in India exhibits
significant regional variation, with per capita road traffic death rates
differing more than threefold across states.

* Tamil Nadu (21.9), Telangana (19.2), and Chhattisgarh (17.6) recorded the highest
death rates per 1,00,000 people.

* West Bengal and Bihar had the lowest rates at 5.9 per 1,00,000 in 2021.

e Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Rajasthan, and Tamil
Nadu, account for nearly 50% of all road traffic fatalities.



* The report identifies pedestrians, cyclists, and motorised two-wheeler
riders as the most vulnerable road users, while trucks are responsible for
the highest proportion of impacting vehicles.

* Despite the life-saving potential of helmet usage, more than 50% of
motorised two-wheeler riders wear helmets in only seven states.



* Basic road safety measures such as traffic calming, road markings, and
signage remain insufficient in most states, while helmet usage in rural
areas is particularly low, and trauma care facilities are inadequate.

* The report underscores the need for tailored, state-specific strategies to
address the diverse road safety challenges across India.



* The report presents a comparison between India and developed
countries such as Sweden and other Scandinavian nations, which have
demonstrated exemplary road safety governance.

* In 1990, the likelihood of an Indian dying in a road accident was 40% higher than
in these nations; by 2021, this disparity had escalated to 600%, reflecting a
significant surge in road fatalities in India.



* Over-speeding accounts for 75.2% of these deaths, followed by driving on
the wrong side (5.8%) and driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs (2.5%).
* Road traffic injuries (RTls):
* 86% of RTI fatalities are males, 14% are females.
* 67.8% of RTI deaths occur in rural areas, 32.2% in urban areas.



* The Supreme Court of India had set up the three-member Justice K.S.
Radhakrishnan panel on road safety in April 2014 which recommended
the ban on the sale of alcohol on highways to restrain drunk driving.

* It also directed states to implement laws on wearing helmets.

* The committee stressed the importance of creating awareness among people on
road safety rules.



Telangana unveils Al City
project



* The Al City will serve as a hub
for research, development, and
application, driving pioneering
advancements in the field of Artificial
Intelligence.
 Additionally, an Al School will be

established within the city to cultivate
expertise and foster education in Al.




* The government will partner with
the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty
Action Lab (J-PAL), a global
research center, to establish an Al
Research Lab, which will leverage
Al to enhance governance services
and processes.
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_Artificial Lntelligence(AI)

Al is the simulation of human intelligence in machines programmed to think and learn
like humans, capable of problem-solving, reasoning, and adapting to new information.

Al Timeline - Major Milestones Applications of Al

(=) Healtheare: Personalised medicine

Turing Test Proposed; First
Al Programs Developed

=) Finance: Algorithmic trading
; () Transportation: Autonomous vehicles
Dartmouth Conference

Coins "Artificial Intelligence (> Marketing & Customer Service: Targeted
advertising, chatbots

Eliza Chatbot Created; Ec:rly] (©) Education: Adaptive learning systems,

Neural Networks Emerge personalised tutoring
) Agriculture: Crop monitoring

Deep Blue - a Chess-Playing 5 Cybersecurity: Threat detection

Program
(> Energy: Smart grid management, consumption
Deep Learning Breakthrough forecasting
in Image Recognition m
Generative Adversarial & D(_ar:.:pfokes & 2 Prlvocy
Networks (GANs) Introduced misinformation Issues
) Algorithmic () Data ownership
bias & liability issue
GPT-3 Demonstrates B /_
Advanced Language Generation (>} Automation & (= Ethical decision-making
job displacement complexes

Chatgpt Launches, Bringing Regulating Al

Conversational Al to Masses >
) Global Partnership on Al (GPAI) launched in

Generative Al Boom; Major - 2020
Tech Companies Release Al Models () Bletchley Declaration (2023): Enhance Global

Collaboration on Al
&) G20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration (2023):
KEY COMPONENTS OF Al . 4
Harnessing Al responsibly for good and for all

Machine g AP Docp =) Hiroshima Al Process (2023) by G7
Learning : 'Learning
R4 4 India and Al
Cognltlve )

\. Neural ) National Strategy For Al 2018
Computing

- Ngpworl () Al For All: Self-learning online program

(=) GPAI Summit 2023 hosted by India
) IndiaAl Mission 2024
Naturol Language >} US India Artificial Intelligence (USIAI) Initiative:
Processing (gNLP) Al cooperation in critical areas
|m &) AIRAWAT (Al Research, Analytics and Knowledge
Drishti IAS Assimilation Platform): Supercomputer

Computer
Vision



Word of the day

Prescient:
perceiving the significance of events before they
occur

Usa £€. His prediction looks even more
prescient since the surge in oil prices.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/prescientpro

nternational Phonetic
Alphabet: [piesiant/
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