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• Simultaneous Polls Proposal:

• The Union Cabinet has accepted the recommendations of a high-level 
committee headed by former President Ram Nath Kovind to hold 
simultaneous elections for Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

• The initial step would include Assembly elections with Lok Sabha 
elections, followed by municipal and panchayat elections within 100 
days of the general election.

• The government emphasizes that this plan will enhance democracy by 
making it vibrant and participative, improving the financial and 
administrative efficiency of the election process.



• Government's Position:

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi termed this decision as an important 
step for improving democracy.

• Union Home Minister Amit Shah supported it as a method to boost 
clean, efficient elections and accelerate economic growth.

• An implementation group will be formed to take forward the 
recommendations of the committee.



Opposition's Criticism:

The opposition parties criticized the 
proposal, calling it impractical, 
unconstitutional, and a threat to federalism.

They raised concerns about handling 
scenarios where ruling parties lose their 
majority during the simultaneous elections.



Key Provisions:

Amendments to Articles 83 and 172 of the 
Constitution are recommended to change the 
duration of Parliament and State legislatures, 
respectively.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) and State 
Election Commissions (SECs) would coordinate 
on a common electoral roll.



1.Challenges:
1. The proposed changes would require 

the ratification of at least half the 
States.

2. Several Constitutional amendments 
would need to be passed by a two-
thirds majority in Parliament.



• Consider the following statements regarding the proposal for simultaneous elections in India:

1. The high-level committee headed by former President Ram Nath Kovind recommended holding 
simultaneous elections to Lok Sabha, State Assemblies, and local bodies.

2. The proposal requires Constitutional amendments, including changes to Articles 83 and 172.

3. Simultaneous elections will reduce financial and administrative inefficiencies in the election 
process.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3













• India's Stand on Indus Water Treaty:

• India has decided to freeze further meetings of the Permanent Indus 
Commission (PIC) until there is a renegotiation of the 64-year-old 
Indus Water Treaty (IWT).

• India had sent multiple letters to Pakistan since January 2023 asking 
for renegotiation but received unsatisfactory responses.



• Permanent Indus Commission (PIC):

• The PIC is a key body under the IWT, signed in 1960, for the 
management of six Himalayan rivers shared between India and 
Pakistan.

• Commissioners from both nations meet regularly to resolve issues 
concerning water sharing and hydel projects.

• The meetings, though sometimes stalled, have been a consistent part 
of India-Pakistan water relations.



• India's Reasons for Renegotiation:

• India highlights changes in population demographics, environmental 
issues (such as clean energy development), and the impact of cross-
border terrorism as reasons to reassess obligations under the treaty.

• India also seeks to address the dispute resolution mechanism within 
the treaty.



• Pakistan's Response:

• Pakistan suggested discussing issues at the level of the 
commissioners, but India rejected this, arguing that only government-
level talks could revise the treaty.

• Current Situation:

• The future of the PIC is uncertain, with India holding off on meetings 
until renegotiation occurs.



• Consider the following statements about the Indus Water Treaty (IWT):

1.The IWT was signed in 1960 to manage the sharing of six Himalayan 
rivers between India and Pakistan.

2.The Permanent Indus Commission (PIC) under the IWT is responsible for 
resolving disputes concerning water sharing.

3.India has called for renegotiation of the IWT citing demographic and 
environmental changes, along with cross-border terrorism.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3









• Approval of Chandrayaan-4 Mission:

• The Union Cabinet approved Chandrayaan-4, which will involve the 
collection and return of moon rocks to Earth.

• Chandrayaan-4 will be a natural successor to Chandrayaan-3 and will 
involve multiple launches.

• The government has allocated ₹2,104 crore for this mission.



• Venus Orbiter Mission:

• The Cabinet also approved the Venus Orbiter Mission, India's second 
interplanetary mission after Mars Orbiter.

• The mission is scheduled for launch in March 2028 with a budget of 
₹1,236 crore.



• Expansion of Gaganyaan Programme:

• The Gaganyaan programme, India’s human spaceflight mission, has 
received additional funding of ₹11,170 crore, bringing the total to 
₹9,023 crore.

• Gaganyaan will focus on building capabilities for an Indian astronaut 
mission by 2035 and a crewed lunar mission by 2040.



• Space Docking Experiment:

• A space docking experiment is planned for later this year, enhancing 
India's capability in space missions.

• Development of New Space Capabilities:

• The Cabinet also approved a proposal for developing a next-
generation launch vehicle, critical for heavier payloads and supporting 
long-term goals like building an Indian space station.



• Consider the following statements regarding India's recent space missions:

1.Chandrayaan-4 will focus on collecting moon samples and returning them to Earth.

2.The Venus Orbiter Mission will be India's third interplanetary mission.

3.The Gaganyaan programme aims to launch India’s first astronaut by 2028.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 only

• (b) 1 and 2 only

• (c) 2 and 3 only

• (d) 1 and 3 only





• PM-AASHA Continuation:

• The Union Cabinet approved the continuation of the Pradhan Mantri 
Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan (PM-AASHA) scheme.

• The scheme ensures remunerative prices for farmers and controls the 
price volatility of essential commodities to benefit consumers.



• Inclusion of Schemes:

• PM-AASHA now includes the Price Support Scheme (PSS), Price 
Stabilisation Fund (PSF), Price Deficit Payment Scheme (PDPS), and 
Market Intervention Scheme (MIS).

• This convergence is intended to provide a comprehensive safety net for 
farmers.



• Financial Allocation:

• The total financial outlay for PM-AASHA is ₹35,000 crore during the 
15th Finance Commission cycle up to 2025-26.

• ₹24,475.53 crore has been allocated for the upcoming rabi season 
under the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) rates for phosphatic and 
potassic (P and K) fertilisers.



Price Stabilisation:

The extension of the PSF scheme is expected to 
help control price volatility in agri-horticultural 
commodities like pulses and onions by 
maintaining strategic buffer stocks.

It aims to protect consumers from high prices 
and discourage speculative hoarding



Fertilizer Subsidy:

The Cabinet ensured that fertilisers 
will be available to farmers at 
affordable and subsidised prices, 
following trends in global fertiliser 
prices.



• Consider the following statements regarding the PM-AASHA scheme:

1.The PM-AASHA scheme aims to stabilise the prices of agricultural 
commodities and ensure remunerative prices to farmers.

2.The scheme includes the Price Support Scheme (PSS), Price Stabilisation 
Fund (PSF), and Market Intervention Scheme (MIS).

3.The total financial outlay for PM-AASHA is ₹25,000 crore during the 15th 
Finance Commission cycle.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3





• Tribal Homestay Initiative:

• The Union Cabinet approved a package to provide ₹5 lakh to tribal 
households for transforming their homes into tourist homestays or 
building new ones.

• This initiative is under the Tourism Ministry’s Swadesh Darshan 
scheme to promote tourism in tribal areas and offer alternative 
livelihood opportunities.



• PMJUGA Scheme:

• The package is part of the Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram 
Abhiyan (PMJUGA), an umbrella initiative targeting 63,000 tribal-
majority villages.

• It aims to saturate basic development schemes in these villages, with 
interventions from 17 ministries and a total outlay of ₹79,156 crore 
over five years.

• The central government will contribute ₹56,333 crore, while state 
governments will share ₹22,823 crore.



• Sustainable Agricultural Practices:

• PMJUGA also focuses on promoting sustainable agricultural practices 
among Forest Rights Act (FRA) patta holders, aiming to maintain 
forest conservation.

• The scheme aims to support over 24 lakh FRA titles granted across 1.9 
crore acres of forest land.



1.Pending FRA Claims:
1. Out of 50.5 lakh claims under the 

FRA, 34.83% have been rejected, and 
15.9% remain pending.

2. The government is working to 
expedite pending claims and secure 
recognition for forest rights.



• Consider the following statements about the Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya
Unnat Gram Abhiyan (PMJUGA):

1.The scheme provides ₹5 lakh to each tribal household for transforming 
homes into homestays under the Swadesh Darshan scheme.

2.PMJUGA is implemented with the assistance of 17 Ministries and has a 
total outlay of ₹79,156 crore.

3.The scheme aims to bring sustainable agricultural practices to all patta
holders under the Forest Rights Act (FRA).

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3







• Background of the Proposal:

• Kenyans are protesting the proposed takeover of Nairobi's Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA) by India's Adani Group on a 30-
year lease.

• The airport's refurbishment and expansion had been in progress since 
2013 but faced delays. In 2023, the government announced a public 
bidding process for the project.



• Proposed Deal Terms:

• The Adani Group submitted a 
Privately Initiated Proposal (PIP) to 
refurbish and operate the airport 
under a build-operate-transfer model 
with a $1.85 billion investment.

• The proposal included adding a new 
runway and terminal, and projected a 
sharp rise in annual fees to be 
transferred to airport users.



• Concerns and Objections:

• There are concerns about transparency, the absence of competitive 
bidding, and the potential firing of 5,000 airport employees.

• Critics claim the deal could involve corruption, tax breaks, and giving 
away a national asset to a foreign entity.

• Kenyans also question why the government and Kenya Airport 
Authority (KAA) ignored expert recommendations for an open tender 
process.



• Legal Action:

• The Law Society of Kenya and the 
Kenya Human Rights Commission 
filed a joint application in court to 
halt the deal.

• The court has issued an order 
suspending further movement on 
the proposal pending judicial 
review.



• Consider the following statements regarding the proposed Adani Group 
takeover of the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA) in Kenya:

1.The proposed deal includes a build-operate-transfer model with a $1.85 
billion investment by the Adani Group.

2.Kenyan airport workers went on strike protesting the lack of 
transparency and competitive bidding in the deal.

3.The Law Society of Kenya and the Kenya Human Rights Commission filed 
a joint application supporting the deal.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 only

• (d) 1, 2, and 3























Climate change is 
exacerbating Global 
Flooding



• Climate change is exacerbating global flooding by increasing the frequency 
and intensity of heavy rainfall.

•

• How does Climate change affect Global flooding?

• Rising temperatures enhance the atmosphere’s capacity to hold moisture, leading 
to more intense downpours. 

• For instance, a 1.5°C increase in global temperatures could make heavy rainfall 
events 1.5 times more frequent and 10% wetter. 

• Recent floods in Europe, the UAE, and Brazil highlight this trend. 

• If global temperatures rise by 2°C, such floods could occur 1.7 times per 
decade, with 14% more rainfall.



1.Increased Rainfall Intensity: Example: Heavy rainfall in 
Germany in 2021 was intensified by climate change, leading to 
severe floods in western regions.

2.Higher Atmospheric Moisture: Example: The UAE and 
Oman experienced record-breaking rainfall in 2023 due to 
warmer air holding more moisture.

3.More Frequent Extreme Rainfall Events: Example: In 
Europe, floods this summer were more intense due to the 
increased frequency of extreme rainfall events linked to climate 
change.



1.Transition from Snow to Rain: Example: Increased rainfall in high-
altitude regions, such as the Alps, has led to more frequent flooding and 
landslides as snow transitions to rain.

2.Increased Flood Risk in Urban Areas: Example: Rapid urbanization in 
cities like Dhaka, Bangladesh, has led to higher flood risk as cities expand 
into flood-prone areas.

3.Greater Impact on Low-Income Countries: Example: Floods in India 
and China have displaced millions due to increased flooding risk from 
climate change, affecting mostly low-income populations.

4.Rising Sea Levels: Example: Coastal flooding in cities like Miami, USA, 
has been exacerbated by rising sea levels linked to global warming.



Other factors leading to flooding:

Deforestation and Land Use Changes: Unsustainable deforestation 
in the upper catchments increases soil erosion and sediment load in 
rivers, reducing their carrying capacity and causing overflows.

• Eg: Sundarbans flooding attributed to these.

Encroachment on Floodplains: Building settlements and 
infrastructure on floodplains obstructs natural drainage and reduces 
buffer zones, amplifying flood impacts.

• Eg: Bihar floods are particularly severe due to the encroachment of floodplains.



1.Inadequate Drainage and Infrastructure: Insufficient drainage 
systems, choked rivers, and dilapidated embankments cannot 
handle excessive water, leading to widespread inundation.

1.Eg: Inadequate and weak embankments are annually breached in 
Bihar-West Bengal floods.

2.Poor Urban Planning: Urbanization without proper water 
management and flood zoning increases runoff and exposes 
more people to risks.

•



Strategies can be implemented to mitigate the risks associated with 
these floods:

Early Warning Systems: Implement advanced early warning 
systems to provide timely alerts to communities, enabling them 
to evacuate and take preventive measures.

• E.g.: Flood Early Warning System (FLEWS) in Assam by its state disaster 
management authority.

Eco-Restoration: Undertake comprehensive eco-restoration 
initiatives, including reforestation and wetland conservation, to 
enhance natural drainage systems and reduce vulnerability.

• Eg: the Red River Delta Rehabilitation Project restored over 100,000 hectares of 
mangroves and wetlands which can be replicated here.



• Eg: Coastal Embankment 
Improvement Project (CEIP) in 
Bangladesh part of the delta.

Infrastructure Development: 
Invest in resilient 

infrastructure, such as 
embankments, flood shelters, 

and drainage systems, to 
protect communities and vital 

assets.

• E.g.: Community Preparedness and 
Adaptation of “Living with Floods” 
under Flood Risk Mitigation and 
Management.

Community Engagement: 
Foster community-based 

initiatives for flood 
preparedness, including 

training in disaster response, 
and involve local communities 

in planning and decision-
making processes.



• Climate-Resilient Agriculture: 
Promote climate-resilient 
agricultural practices and crop 
varieties to minimize the impact 
of floods on the agrarian 
economy.E.g.: Integrated Rice-
Fish Farming System (IRFFS) 
promoted by the World Food 
Programme



• Which of the following is/are tributary/tributaries of Brahmaputra?

1.Dibang

2.Kameng

3.Lohit

• Select the correct answer using the code given below:

• (a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

•



Karam Festival



• The Karma or Karam festival is a 
significant tribal harvest 
celebration, centered around 
the worship of the Karam 
tree, symbolizing Karam Devta, 
the god of strength, youth, and 
vitality.

• Celebrated by tribes such as the 
Munda, Oraon, Ho, and Santhal 
across states like Jharkhand, 
West Bengal, Bihar, and Odisha, 
the festival marks the agricultural 
season.



• Rituals include planting a Karam tree branch in the 
courtyard, dancing, singing, and offerings to ensure a good 
harvest.

• Myths around the festival often feature stories of seven 
brothers who suffer hardships after neglecting the Karam 
tree, underscoring the deep connection between the festival, 
mythology, and agricultural practices.





Gopalpur port



• Adani Ports and Special 
Economic Zone Limited 
(APSEZ) has received approval 
from the Odisha government 
to acquire a 95% stake in 
Gopalpur Port.





India Status Report 
on Road Safety 

2024



• Findings of the Report: 

• In 2021, road traffic injuries were 
the 13th leading cause of mortality 
in India and the 12th leading cause 
of health loss, as measured by 
Disability-Adjusted Life Years 
(DALYs).

• In the states road traffic injuries 
ranked among the top 10 
contributors to health loss.



• Performance of States in Road Safety:Road safety in India exhibits 
significant regional variation, with per capita road traffic death rates 
differing more than threefold across states.

• Tamil Nadu (21.9), Telangana (19.2), and Chhattisgarh (17.6) recorded the highest 
death rates per 1,00,000 people.

• West Bengal and Bihar had the lowest rates at 5.9 per 1,00,000 in 2021.

• Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Rajasthan, and Tamil 
Nadu, account for nearly 50% of all road traffic fatalities.



• The report identifies pedestrians, cyclists, and motorised two-wheeler 
riders as the most vulnerable road users, while trucks are responsible for 
the highest proportion of impacting vehicles.

• Despite the life-saving potential of helmet usage, more than 50% of 
motorised two-wheeler riders wear helmets in only seven states.

•



• Basic road safety measures such as traffic calming, road markings, and 
signage remain insufficient in most states, while helmet usage in rural 
areas is particularly low, and trauma care facilities are inadequate.

• The report underscores the need for tailored, state-specific strategies to 
address the diverse road safety challenges across India.



• The report presents a comparison between India and developed 
countries such as Sweden and other Scandinavian nations, which have 
demonstrated exemplary road safety governance.

• In 1990, the likelihood of an Indian dying in a road accident was 40% higher than 
in these nations; by 2021, this disparity had escalated to 600%, reflecting a 
significant surge in road fatalities in India.



• Over-speeding accounts for 75.2% of these deaths, followed by driving on 
the wrong side (5.8%) and driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs (2.5%).

• Road traffic injuries (RTIs):

• 86% of RTI fatalities are males, 14% are females.

• 67.8% of RTI deaths occur in rural areas, 32.2% in urban areas.

•



• The Supreme Court of India had set up the three-member Justice K.S. 
Radhakrishnan panel on road safety in April 2014 which recommended 
the ban on the sale of alcohol on highways to restrain drunk driving.

• It also directed states to implement laws on wearing helmets.

• The committee stressed the importance of creating awareness among people on 
road safety rules.



Telangana unveils AI City 
project



• The AI City will serve as a hub 
for research, development, and 
application, driving pioneering 
advancements in the field of Artificial 
Intelligence.

• Additionally, an AI School will be 
established within the city to cultivate 
expertise and foster education in AI.



• The government will partner with 
the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty 
Action Lab (J-PAL), a global 
research center, to establish an AI 
Research Lab, which will leverage 
AI to enhance governance services 
and processes.









Thank you 
guys.


