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• Protest Ends:

• Resident doctors in West Bengal ended their 40-day protest after the 
government issued directives to improve safety and security in state-
run hospitals.

• The agitation was sparked by the murder of a doctor at R.G. Kar 
Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata.



• Government Reforms:

• The West Bengal government announced ten reforms to ensure the safety of healthcare 
professionals. Key measures include:

• Deployment of an adequate number of police/security personnel, including female 
officers, at healthcare facilities.

• The introduction of panic alarm systems and centralized helplines.

• A robust grievance redressal system for addressing complaints from all stakeholders, 
including patients and staff.



• Future Steps by Doctors:

• Although doctors called off the strike, they emphasized that their 
fight would continue until all safety measures are fully implemented.

• They plan to hold a procession from Swasthya Bhawan to the Central 
Government Offices complex as a reminder to the authorities.



1.Government’s Response:
1. The Chief Minister had previously urged the doctors to return to work, 

especially in light of the ongoing flood situation in the state.

2. The government appointed a former Director General of Police, Surajit Kar 
Purkayastha, to conduct security audits of hospitals.





• White Revolution 2.0 Launched:

• Union Home and Cooperation 
Minister Amit Shah launched the 
"White Revolution 2.0" initiative 
aimed at empowering women and 
combating malnutrition.

• The focus of the revolution is on 
increasing milk production and 
involving women in formal 
employment through dairy 
cooperatives.



• Women Empowerment:

• Amit Shah emphasized the importance of women's inclusion in the 
dairy industry, stating that money from milk procurement would be 
directly deposited in their bank accounts.

• He highlighted the misconception that women are considered 
unemployed despite their household work, which the scheme aims to 
address.



Milk Procurement Increase:

The government aims to increase milk procurement from 
660 lakh litres per day to 1,000 lakh litres per day.

This will be done through the involvement of 
cooperatives across the country



Involvement of PACS, Dairy, and Fisheries Cooperatives:

A joint proposal involving two lakh primary agriculture cooperative societies 
(PACS), dairy, and fishery cooperatives has been sent to all states and accepted.

The government plans to ensure every village and panchayat has a PACS, dairy, 
or fisheries cooperative.



Strengthening Cooperatives:

The initiative aims to strengthen cooperative institutions at the tehsil and 
district levels, ensuring that cooperatives reach all parts of the country.

Mr. Shah noted that past failures to update cooperatives hindered their 
growth, and White Revolution 2.0 will address these gaps.







• India’s Abstention at UNGA:

• India abstained from voting on a United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) resolution that called for Israel to vacate Palestinian 
territories.

• The resolution was based on an opinion by the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ).

• The resolution was passed with 124 votes in favor, while 43 countries, 
including India, abstained.



• India’s Position:

• India emphasized the need to "build bridges" 
rather than further divisions between Israel 
and Palestine.

• India’s Permanent Representative to the UN, 
P. Harish, stated that the focus should be on 
bringing the two sides together.

• India condemned the terror attacks on Israel 
from 7 October 2023, which resulted in the 
deaths of over 1,200 people, as well as the 
taking of hostages by Hamas.



• Call for Ceasefire:

• India called for an immediate 
ceasefire, the unconditional release 
of all hostages, and sustained 
humanitarian assistance in the 
Gaza Strip.

• India's stance in the Explanation of 
Vote (EoV) highlighted its support 
for dialogue and diplomacy in 
resolving the conflict.



• Differences in the Resolution:

• India had reservations about some aspects of the resolution, 
including the one-year deadline for Israel to withdraw from occupied 
territories, which it found unrealistic.

• The country also underscored its minimal defense exports to Israel, 
with joint ventures operating under licenses between Israeli and 
Indian companies.





• India's Policy Decision on Arms Supply:

• During the initial days of the Gaza offensive, Israel required artillery 
shells (155mm and 105mm), but India made a "policy decision" not to 
supply them.

• India maintains a neutral stance between Russia and Ukraine, 
deciding not to supply kinetic equipment to either of them.

• Indian defense sources mentioned the vulnerability caused by 
dependence on defense imports and delayed supplies from Russia.



• Impact on Exports to Israel:

• India has minimal defense exports 
to Israel, and Israeli commitments 
are currently focused on their own 
requirements due to the conflict.

• Some Israeli defense companies 
have joint ventures with Indian 
companies, but supplies have been 
delayed due to global geopolitical 
issues.



• Media Report Rejection:

• The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has denied a media report that 
Indian artillery shells sold to European customers were being diverted 
to Ukraine.

• MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal termed the report speculative and 
misleading, clarifying that India adheres to strict international 
obligations on non-proliferation and defense export frameworks.

• The Indian government ensures that none of its defense equipment is 
re-exported by other countries in violation of agreements.



• India’s Strategic Position:

• The government has emphasized its neutral stance in the ongoing 
conflict, avoiding involvement between Russia and Ukraine, while 
balancing its defense relations with both nations.

• Despite requests from countries involved in the conflict, India has 
decided to stay out of it, with emphasis on international regulations 
governing defense exports.



















• Unrest in New Caledonia:

• French security forces killed two men during a security operation near 
Noumea, raising the death toll to 13 since unrest erupted in mid-May.

• The violence is linked to concerns among the indigenous Kanak 
people over reforms that may permanently sideline their aspirations 
for independence.



Rioting in Martinique:

Authorities imposed a curfew in parts of Fort-de-France and nearby 
Lamentin following violent protests related to rising costs of living.

The protests, which began in early September, have led to 15 
arrests.



Political and Economic Crisis in France:

• The violence comes at a time when France's new Prime Minister Michel 
Barnier is attempting to form a government after snap parliamentary 
elections, while also dealing with a "very serious" financial situation.

Wider Impact:

• This wave of unrest has added pressure on French authorities, 
particularly in the overseas territories, as they struggle to maintain 
order amidst growing economic and political challenges.







TCS Tops the List:

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) remains India's most valuable brand for the 
third consecutive year with a brand value of $49.7 billion, as per the 2024 
Kantar BrandZ Most Valuable Indian Brands report.

TCS saw a 16% increase in its brand value from the previous year.



• Top 5 Brands:

• Following TCS, the top brands are:
• HDFC Bank ($38.2 billion)

• Airtel ($29.8 billion)

• Infosys ($25.2 billion)

• SBI ($17.9 billion)

• New Entrants:

• Seven new brands joined the list in 2024, including CaratLane, Kalyan 
Jewellers, and Lodha Group.



• Zomato's Growth:

• Zomato emerged as the fastest-growing brand on the list, with a 
100% increase in its brand value, reaching $3.5 billion.

• Global Impact:

• The combined brand value of India’s top 75 brands is $450.4 billion, 
representing 13% of India's GDP.

• On the global stage, TCS, HDFC Bank, Airtel, and Infosys have entered 
the top 100 global brands.



• Sector Growth:

• The report highlights growth in BFSI (Banking, Financial Services, and 
Insurance) and B2B tech sectors, accounting for half of the total brand 
value of the top 75 companies.

• Stock Market Outperformance:

• India’s top 75 brands saw a 52% increase in stock market growth, far 
outpacing the Sensex’s growth of 37.6%.



Mini-moon



Earth will temporarily capture a small asteroid named 2024 PT5, which 
will stay for two months before moving back into space.

This phenomenon, known as a “mini-moon,” occurs when asteroids get 
caught in Earth’s gravity and orbit the planet for a short time.

Although rare, such occurrences provide scientists with valuable 
opportunities to study near-Earth objects.



• 2024 PT5, discovered by NASA’s Asteroid Terrestrial-impact Last Alert System 
(ATLAS), is about 33 feet long and came from the Arjuna asteroid belt.

• However, it may not fully qualify as a mini-moon since it won’t complete a full orbit 
around Earth but will follow a horseshoe-shaped path.

• This event is significant because studying asteroids like 2024 PT5 helps researchers 
understand the nature of asteroids that pass close to Earth, potentially informing 
future space exploration and resource extraction efforts.





Naga king chilli



Seiyhama village in Nagaland celebrated its third annual 
Naga king chilli festival on showcasing the raja mircha, 
one of the world’s hottest chillies.

This festival, which combines agriculture, culture, and 
community spirit, highlights the significance of the king 
chilli, known for its extreme heat and cultural value.

Certified by Guinness World Records and granted a 
Geographical Indication tag, the king chilli is central to 
Naga cuisine and cultural practices.



The Naga king chilli, also 
known as raja mircha, is one of 

the world’s hottest chillies, 
notable for its extreme 

spiciness, which exceeds 1 
million Scoville Heat Units 

(SHU).

It is a key feature of the Naga 
cuisine and holds significant 

cultural and economic value in 
Nagaland, India.





• Bhoot Jolokia

• Hailing from Assam

• Guntur Chilli

• Beyond being the pride of Andhra Pradesh

• Khola Chilli

• Flourishing in the Khola district of Goa

• Hathei Chilli

• Hailing from Manipur

• Dalle Khorsani

• A favourite in Momo chutneys,



Greater one-
horned Rhino



• The International Rhino Foundation (IRF) published its ‘State of the Rhino’ report, 
highlighting positive developments for the Greater One-Horned Rhino.

• About

• The population has increased by 20% over the past decade, now exceeding 4,000 rhinos.

• Conservation efforts have led to better management of rhino habitats and the creation 
of wildlife corridors, ensuring safer movement and protection for the species.

• This growth reflects successful conservation programs and habitat restoration efforts 
across rhino habitats, particularly in India and Nepal.

•



• Greater one-horned rhino

• Habitat: The grasslands and wetlands located in the foothills of the 
Himalayas and the Brahmaputra and Ganges valley.
• The Great one horned rhino is commonly found in India, Nepal, and Bhutan.

• In India they are found in Kaziranga National Park and Manas National Park in 
Assam, Pobitora reserve forest in Assam (having the highest Indian rhino density 
in the world), Orang National park of Assam, Laokhowa reserve forest of Assam 
and Royal Chitwan National Park in Nepal.

•





Widening Skills Gap in 
the Job Market



India's job market is experiencing an increasing divide between low-
skilled and high-skilled employment. 

Over the past two decades, the services sector—particularly IT, 
banking, and finance—has been a major driver of economic growth.

In contrast, traditional industries such as apparel and footwear, which 
provide low-skilled jobs, are stagnating.



Contribution to GDP and Employment: India's services sector 
contributes over 50% to the  Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and 
employs approximately 30.7% of the population while serving as a 
global hub for software services.

Recovery & Growth: The services sector made a remarkable 
recovery in FY 2022-23, posting a Year-Over-Year (YoY) growth rate 
of 8.4%.



The Indian IT outsourcing market is projected to grow by 6–8% 
between 2021 and 2024.

GII Ranking: In September 2023, India maintained its 40th position 
in the Global Innovation Index (GII), driven by advancements in 
technologically dynamic, internationally tradable services. 

FDI: The service sector also attracted the highest Foreign Direct 
investment (FDI), receiving USD 109.5 billion from April 2000 to 
March 2024.



Manufacturing Sector:
Manufacturing Stagnation: Manufacturing remains at around 14% of 
GDP, below the targeted 25%, widening the gap between high-skilled and low-
skilled jobs.

Lagging in Manufacturing: India's manufacturing sector lags behind 
competitors such as Bangladesh, Thailand, and Vietnam, affecting low-skilled 
job creation.

• Economists stress that India cannot rely solely on the services sector due to its large 
population of 1.4 billion.





• What is/are the recent policy initiative(s)of 
Government of India to promote the growth of 
manufacturing sector? (2012)

1.Setting up of National Investment and 
Manufacturing Zones

2.Providing the benefit of ‘single window clearance’

3.Establishing the Technology Acquisition and 
Development Fund

• Select the correct answer using the codes given 
below:

• (a) 1 only

• (b) 2 and 3 only

• (c) 1 and 3 only

• (d) 1, 2 and 3







Thank you 
guys.
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