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HoMETOWN HERD
Ashwin’s unbeaten ton
takes India to safety

SPORT » PAGE 16

One century on,
a civilisation
continues to
baffle scholars

Australia’s plan to set
age bar triggers debate

OPINION » PAGE S

Blasts crossed all red
lines: Hezbollah chief

WORLD » PAGE 14

SC dismisses plea on
computation ‘errors’
BUSINESS » PAGE 12
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aid for women

GuRUGRAM
A day after the Congress

2,100 Sor woenen, which €100
more than what its rival
promised. » PAGE 5

Bengal doctors end stir after govt. lists reforms

KOLKATA

rotesting resident
PP iccios” i e
Bengal on Thurs-

day decided to call off their
agitation outside Swasthya

announced
that they will join emer-
gency services in the State-
run health facilities from
Saturday.

Thousands of junior
doctors have been on a
strike for nearly 40 days
since the body of a doctor
was found inside the semi-
nar hall of the R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospi-
tal in Kolkata.

The decision by the
protesting doctors to call

off the cease-work came

health care professionals
in the State.
toa represen-

I will join services
in State-run health fanl.mes starting tomorrow

of State Health Depart-
ment, to the Central Go-

Seation (CBD s located, on
Friday.

“We have been raising
the demand of safety and

security in the State-run
hospi

mands ar
ton or organisation. What

and
l for safety of heah.h workers to continue, they say

urtains the protest venue in Kelkmnaﬂ.«u-g
doctors called off their strike. SPECUAL ARRANGENE:

happened to her was an in-
stitutional sai
Aniket Mahato, one of the
representatives of the West
Bengal Junior Doctors
¥Front.

Referring to the ongoing

flood situation in the State,
Dr. Mahato said doctors

for flood-affected pe-
ople would be set up. “We
© -

Gove:
helpline number and panic alarm system

directives i

Health and Family Welfare
NS Nigam, Mr. Pant high-
lghted ‘ten directives o

ana *security of

ment of adequate number

centralised helpline num-
ber as well as panic call

system
Shound alss be made vaita:
ble in every healthcare fa-
cility. “A robust grievance
feareaial eymen should be

of person- o promply ad-
nel along with female pol- dress the grlevan(u and
in of all the stake-

facility in

Jopment

the Principal Secretary of

every
gonsultation with Home

Department”. The com-
munication also pointed
out that the State govern-
ment has appointed form-
er Director General of Pol-

of all medical colleges and
hospitals.

The State government
has ako suggested that a

holders including patient
om Secre-
id

On Thursday, the Chief
Minister had once again
appealed to protesting
doctors to return to work
highlighting the flood sit-

uation.

REGISTRATION CANCELLED
»PAGE2
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Patoasinion s
India said, after abstaining
from a resokution at the UN
General Assembly that called
on tsrael to vacate Palestinian
territories. » PAGE 4

Amit Shah
launches “White
Revolution 2.0°
NEW DELHI

Union Home and Cooperstion
Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday lsunched standard
operating procecure for White
Revoiution 2.0 stating that &
will 5 empowerment of
women and the fight against
malnutrtion. » PAG

A Bangladeshi student ieader
was beaten to death at his
university campus on
Wednesday in an apparent
reprisal for attacks during
the student uprising that

1ge

ircle in Jaipur on Thursday.
en

J&K people
have written a
new chapter
of history: PM

SRINAGAR

Praising voters for the huge
turnout in the first phase of

Assembly election in
J

jammu_  and  Kashmir,
Prime Minister Narendra

" chapter y.
The world Is witmessing
how the people of J&K are
strengthening the Indian
democracy,” the Prime Mi-
nister said.

FuLL REPORT
s

Baseless case, says India after U.S. court
issues summons over Pannun’s lawsuit

Subasini Haidar
Sriram Lakshman
NEW DELHLWASHINGTON DC

Reacting to a U.S. court
summons of Indian

Congo struggles
to contain
Mpox outbreak

Kavusew
Health authorities have
struggled to contain outbreaks
of Mpox in Congo, a huge
central African country where 3
myriad of existing problems
makes stemming the spread
particutarly hard. % PAGE 15
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zens,
Security Adviser Afit Doval
and former Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) chief
Samant Goel and others,

ase trail

Pannun, who heads the radical group Sikh for Justice, iled the
cou

LSt in 8 U.S.

the alleged plot to kil hirn Last year

toa
lodged by India-banned

Khalistani group Sikhs For
Justice (SEJ) leader Gurpat-
want Si Pannun,

Fo-
refgn Secretary Vikram
Misri sald the case was

on “unwarranted

= Following the segstions.
1ndia appaintod a righJevel

ican citizen on U.S. soil

“1 would only invite
your attention to the per-
son behind this particular
whose antecedents

are well known," he said,
referring to Mr. Pannun,
the man the FBI has sald

into
the inputs provided by the
ot

and unsubstantiated  quired, as per the court, to  both sides have

tions™. respond to the September  on this,” said Mr. Misti on
Mr. Pannun filed a civil 18 summons with India-U.S.

case earlier this week around charges Issued by
the of o+ into” the US.

india, Mr. Doval, M “We have certain ac-  tice in November 2023

Vikram Yadav, Nikhil Gup.  tion, and the allegations The US. had alleged

ta who 15 Injall In New  ate belng Inquired into by  that anlndlz.ngwemmen(

, and others. and

e defendants are re-

the ‘relevant agencies on

a plot
from lndtia 60 1l an Ather-

Trump not
on Modi's US.
travel plan,
clarifies MEA
Suhasini lar
No meeting has been fixed

with former U.S. President
Donald Trump so far, the
said on Ty

was being targeted.
I would also underline
the fact that the organisa-
tion that this person repre-
sents, is an unlawful organ-
isation, has bean declared
as such under the Unlawful

indla~ he said, a
briefing on W

“The summons comes on
the eve e Minister
Narendra Modi's visit 1o
the U.S for the Quad Sum-
mit.

day, a day after Mr. Trump
t0id a campaign rally that
Prime Minister Narendra
“coming to

meet” him next week
Sources szld the logis-

tics for a meet

he fwo leaders were dife:
cult given Mr. Modi's limit-

Briefing the me Mr.
Modis visiceo the U.S. from

President Joseph Biden.

FULL REPORT
»PAGES

‘Land mafia’ torches
at least 34 houses in
Bihar’s Dalit hamlet

district. SPECAL ASRANGEMENT

PATNA

A Dalic hamles was at-
esday

ilage
sil Police Sration i Bihar's

\mlagers Said that the
land mafia,

will camp in the village for
nexs three to
Tolee e Yodgod the
case on the statement of
one villager Vyas Muni and
named 28 people in the
PR
ntry-made
plnols‘ three mised fire
und bullets, two empty
uurldges six motorbikes
have been recovered as

in the dozens, allegedly
fired several rounds.
There is panic amor
the people Inving in the vil
lage and police are contin-
conducting raids to
nab the culpeis
So far have
o ek Ty tEie Db
ice, including the main ac-
cused, Nandu Paswan.
On Thursday, the Nawa-
police Lumd a press
statement the
homes of 3¢ it swere
21 completely a

and there was no report of
any casualty.

Mast of the people living
in this village hail from the
Manjhi

part of tl

A villager Gorelal Ravi-
das whose house is burnt
said, “Earlier also, Nandu

they fired in the air and
then burnt the house using
petrol. We all have to run
away leaving everything in-
side the house.”

Another affected villag-
er Muneshwarl Devi said,
“They started abusing us
when they came here and
shouted that they would
throw bombs and better to
leave the house. I took my
children and went outside
10 save my life

he incident

“Land dispute”

Explaining the cause of the
of the fire, Nawada Supe-
rintendent of Police Abhi-

have depl
force and magistrate and

Leader of Opposition in Bi-
mbly

Minister Tejashwi Yadav
posted a me: i
blaming the Chief Minister.

Scheduled Casee and

artment
Minister hna.k Ram said
that the accused will be
punished.

JUNGLE RAS: CONGRESS.
»PAGES




Bengal doctors end stir after govt. lists reforms

Resident doctors will join emergency services
in State-run health facilities starting tomorrow

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

rotesting resident
Pdoctors in West
Bengal on Thurs-

day decided to call off their
agitation outside Swasthya
Bhawan and announced
that they will join emer-
gency services in the State-
run health facilities from
Saturday.

Thousands of junior
doctors have been on a
strike for nearly 40 days
since the body of a doctor
was found inside the semi-
nar hall of the R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospi-
tal in Kolkata.

The decision by the
protesting doctors to call

off the cease-work came
hours after the West Ben-
gal government issued a
list of directives for ensur-
ing safety, security and effi-
cient functioning of all
health care professionals
in the State.

According to a represen-
tative of the West Bengal
Junior Doctors’ Front, the
doctors will take out a pro-
cession from Swasthya
Bhawan, the headquarters
of State Health Depart-
ment, to the Central Go-
vernment Officers (CGO)
complex, where the office
of Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) is located, on
Friday.

“We have been raising
the demand of safety and

Curtains down: Scenes at the protest venue in Kolkata after the

The movement has not stopped and campaign
for safety of health workers to continue, they say

.
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doctors called off their strike. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

security in the State-run
hospitals because we did
not want another incident
to occur like the one that
happened to Abhaya. Our
demands are not for a un-
ion or organisation. What

happened to her was an in-
stitutional murder,” said
Aniket Mahato, one of the
representatives of the West

Bengal Junior Doctors
Front.
Referring to the ongoing

flood situation in the State,
Dr. Mahato said doctors
would resume emergency
services from Saturday.
The doctor said an Abhaya
Clinic for flood-affected pe-
ople would be set up. “We
want to remind the govern-
ment that our fight will go
on till the safety and secur-
ity reforms are completely
ensured. The government
should not think that the
movement has stopped,”
he said.

The development
comes a day after doctors
under the banner of the
West Bengal Junior Doc-
tors Front met State’s Chief
Secretary Manoj Pant.

In a letter addressed to
the Principal Secretary of

Health and Family Welfare
N.S. Nigam, Mr. Pant high-
lighted ten directives for
safety and security of
healthcare professionals
which include “deploy-
ment of adequate number
of police/security person-
nel along with female pol-
ice/security personnel in
every healthcare facility in
consultation with Home
Department”. The com-
munication also pointed
out that the State govern-
ment has appointed form-
er Director General of Pol-
ice Surajit Kar Purkayastha
to conduct security audits
of all medical colleges and
hospitals.

The State government
has also suggested that a

Government directives include centralised
helpline number and panic alarm system

centralised helpline num-
ber as well as panic call
button alarm system
should also be made availa-
ble in every healthcare fa-
cility. “A robust grievance
redressal system should be
developed to promptly ad-
dress the grievances and
complaints of all the stake-
holders including patient
and patient parties,” the
letter from the Chief Secre-
tary said.

On Thursday, the Chief
Minister had once again
appealed to protesting
doctors to return to work
highlighting the flood sit-
uation.

REGISTRATION CANCELLED
» PAGE 2



* Protest Ends:

* Resident doctors in West Bengal ended their 40-day protest after the
government issued directives to improve safety and security in state-
run hospitals.

* The agitation was sparked by the murder of a doctor at R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata.



e Government Reforms:

* The West Bengal government announced ten reforms to ensure the safety of healthcare
professionals. Key measures include:
* Deployment of an adequate number of police/security personnel, including female
officers, at healthcare facilities.
* The introduction of panic alarm systems and centralized helplines.
* A robust grievance redressal system for addressing complaints from all stakeholders,
including patients and staff.



* Future Steps by Doctors:

* Although doctors called off the strike, they emphasized that their
fight would continue until all safety measures are fully implemented.

* They plan to hold a procession from Swasthya Bhawan to the Central
Government Offices complex as a reminder to the authorities.



1.Government’s Response:
1. The Chief Minister had previously urged the doctors to return to work,
especially in light of the ongoing flood situation in the state.

2. The government appointed a former Director General of Police, Surajit Kar
Purkayastha, to conduct security audits of hospitals.



Amit Shah
launches ‘White
Revolution 2.0’

NEW DELHI

Union Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday launched standard
operating procedure for ‘White
Revolution 2.0’ stating that it
will aid empowerment of
women and the fight against
malnutrition. » PAGE 6

White Revolution 2.0 to
empower women, fight

malnutrition: Amit Shah

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Home and Coopera-
tion Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday launched the
standard operating proce-
dure for ‘White Revolution
2.0’ stating that milk dai-
ries will aid empowerment
of women and the fight
against malnutrition.

Mr. Shah said that ac-
cording to the western
concept, a woman is consi-
dered unemployed even
though she does all the
work at home, but he dis-
agreed with it. He said
White Revolution 2.0 will
help the inclusion of wo-
men engaged in procure-
ment of milk in formal em-
ployment as the money
will be deposited in their
bank accounts. The
scheme aims at increasing

Amit Shah

procurement led by coop-
eratives from the present
660 lakh litres per day to
1,000 lakh litres. Union Mi-
nister for Fisheries, Ani-
mal Husbandry and Dairy-
ing, and Panchayati Raj,
Rajiv Ranjan Singh was al-
so present at the launch.
Mr. Shah said that in the
past 70 years, necessary
changes in cooperatives
were not made due to
which the bodies became
very successful in some

States and were left to the
mercy of State govern-
ments in others. He said
the government has pre-
pared a joint proposal of
two lakh primary agricul-
ture cooperative societies
(PACS), dairy and fishery
cooperatives, and sent it
across the country, and all
the States have accepted it.
He said that once these
PACS are registered, there
will not be a single pan-
chayat without a PACS, dai-
ry or fisheries cooperative
society.

The Minister said once
this happens, co-opera-
tives will be able to reach
the whole country, which
will lead to the creation of
cooperative institutions at
tehsil and district levels,
and State institutions will
gain strength and
momentum.



* White Revolution 2.0 Launched:

* Union Home and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah launched the
"White Revolution 2.0" initiative

aimed at empowering women and
combating malnutrition.

* The focus of the revolution is on
increasing milk production and

involving women in formal
employment through dairy
cooperatives.



* Women Empowerment:

 Amit Shah emphasized the importance of women's inclusion in the
dairy industry, stating that money from milk procurement would be
directly deposited in their bank accounts.

* He highlighted the misconception that women are considered
unemployed despite their household work, which the scheme aims to
address.



Milk Procurement Increase:

The government aims to increase milk procurement from

660 lakh litres per day to 1,000 lakh litres per day.

This will be done through the involvement of
cooperatives across the country




Involvement of PACS, Dairy, and Fisheries Cooperatives:

A joint proposal involving two lakh primary agriculture cooperative societies
(PACS), dairy, and fishery cooperatives has been sent to all states and accepted.

The government plans to ensure every village and panchayat has a PACS, dairy,
or fisheries cooperative.




Strengthening Cooperatives:

The initiative aims to strengthen cooperative institutions at the tehsil and

district levels, ensuring that cooperatives reach all parts of the country.

Mr. Shah noted that past failures to update cooperatives hindered their
growth, and White Revolution 2.0 will address these gaps.
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Trump not on travel plan, clarifies
MEA after he claims meet with PM

M 1o Eand in the LS on Saturday for a three-day trip; Indias role as a peacemaker s still a “work in progress, savs Foreign

Secretary Vikram Misri: Quad meet to ake stock of Indo-Pacific tiatives: India to remain out of the trade pillar of the IPEF

NEW DELHL

@ meeting has been
Y S e

aatisri said Mr Modi would

hold separate meetings

with U5, President joseph

Biden, Japanese Prime bii
shi

during his wisiz
York on  sun

1 thimk we first need to
work our way through to

India was a “big abuser™ of

Close ties: Prime Minaster Marendra Mods with former WS, Pry

ident Donald Trsmp as they groe jost

staternents in the Aose Garden of the White House in Washington in 2017, SEUTESS

trade policies, but thar Mr.
Modi was a “fantastic, fan-

not confirm any specific
ee(hqg @t present” Mr

with several important

his bilateral meetings and
the Quad summit. The Fo-
reign Secretary said that
the Quad meer would take

Central PSUs to adopt
nearly 5 lakh spots for
cleaning, beautification

NEW DELHI

riearly frve lakh very dirty
#pots acrass the country, to

as cleanliness
'l'arge[ Umits CTUY, will be
adopted by various institu-
tions, majorly Central Fu-
blic Sector

(CPSUs), and turned into
for public use._
The project being wun-

water bodses,
and sanctuaries, the Union
Urban Affairs Ministry said
in 3 statement

The sSwachch Bharat
iasion was Lsanched an

avallable in mind. So 1 can-

bilateral partmers or on a

Fumas
,amln Metanyahu were be-

'l'he PRI wul il fy directiy
urday

were sl a " “workin
progre: from
e are trorabver in a set

of several conversations

munl‘l[u;n)resdlwlhnlng
ron, Delaware in tme for

unial trade practices, ten-
over the Talwan

Strai ol be on
the agenda~ for the Quad
st

In New York, he will ad-
dress a diaspora event. and
address the UN Summi of
the Furure on Tuesday af-
ternoan, before lesvqume
us.

Task Units {CTUs) bdenti-
fied for cleaning and trans-

Uirbar AfTirs: Minister Manchar Lal Khattar during the curtain remses

i this yesr's clesnliness campaign, in Mew Delhi

formation. Earlier the tar-

nion Urban Affairs Mi-
nister Manohar Lal com
vened a high-level meeting
with

r officials of
nearly 45 PSUs, including
RO, NRCTC, RailTel,

offer vital support through

an Friday. s

various initiatives. inchsd-
ing manpower and ma-
chinery assistance, as well
as plantation drives.

can actively participate in
Safal Miva Suraksha Shi-
virs  (safety camps for
cleanliness staff} and -
stall waste-to-art projects
at wransformed locations,
contribucing slenificanty
cleanliness and

of the spots, the statement
said

Labour Ministry to
investigate death of
Emst & Young staffer

BUMELAL W DE LI

After allegations about ex-
plolkative work conditions

X by storm after the
Genin of & young Pune-
based Ernst & Young (EY}
employee, the Minlstry of
Labour and Employment
has promised a tharough
et

ammia Sebrstian Perayil,

four months, before her
death on July 20.
reason for her
denth o et lown. E¥
sakd it was not sware of the

e
the tragic loss of Anna Se-

bastian Perayil. A thorough
ves: n into the alle
Eatioms of an wnsate and
exploitative work environ-
ment
Dmnmlned 5 e g,
bce & Labour Ministry has
oefecially taloon up the omm
plaint,” Union Minister of
Staze Karandiaje
sabd on Thu:

"After the mathers letver
to EY India chalrperson Ra-
st w el wee wiral, the

said it had taken

the  Tamilys  correspon.

dence “with the utmost se-
s

culrure at the firm.

India abstains from voting on UNGA
resolution against Israel’s ‘occupation’

among 43
stained from
tion, which was adopted
by the UM body, as more

than lwu—lhl.rds of the
countries ent, a mas
e T34 S a81, veted i fa-
wour of it. Sources sakd
resolution’s cal

mons and stopp

tain.
‘Uurjodn:eﬁaﬂsshnuld
be directed towards bring-

ing the two sides closer,

P, Masish

mot drive them further

™
e unequivacally con-
demn the terror artacks on

israel on 7 October 2023;
we condemn the loss of c
wvilian lives in the conflict:
we call fm an Immd.uz[e

diate
S nneenditona rocae
of all tages: and we

stand for unrestricted and
sustained humanitarian as-
sistance in the Gazs Stip,”

diplomacy~.
was a marked departure

accupled Palestinian terri-

tories, including  Gaza

‘India took a policy
stand not to supply
arms, shells to Israel’

MEW DELHI

Inshe initisl days of the Ga-

other abstaining countries
“unreslistic”.

Indian companies have
Jjoint ventures with lsraell
defence companies and
manufacture, under -
cence, soﬂbe parts which

20 Batk to parent compa.
Ties in larach, which can be

blamed lsrael for.

India should increase court system capacity, says FATF

REW DELHIL

India should aim to reduce
the number of pending

and potendally the capa-
bility of the Enforcement
MHrectorate (EIV), as per the
Financisl  Action  Task
Force (FATF) murual as-
smemrepmocmdu.
changes to ad-
drens delays reloting wo the
prosecution of terror fi-
nancing cases have also
sted.

pe Ome Important rea-
son relates to a constitu-
e

tional _challenge
121 petitions

through
PMLA (Pre-

ing Ach pr
2018,
number of trials
only dispos

o of tndial in July 20227
Durlnl; the check pe

complains:
es, while 2 convic
were secured by t o.
The agency faced mlyone
acquirtal

The FATF observed that
the challenges were made
o several ers of the EIY
under the PMLA that
would have impacted thedr
investigations and prose-

ower the period.
“The issues under chal

Boeport savs India
faces terror financing
threats, including
thuse: related to

15 and al Gacda

lenge were ultimately de-
cided in favour of ED and
o ons of PMLA
were Al

there are sill legal chal-
lenges relating to the PMLA
which are awalting deci-
sl in the Supreme Court,

has

Judicial system “iLe._, inabil-

ity to prosecuteadsitional
cases due to reaching pro-
secutors and courts” full
ca

pacity
“The authorities recog-

ity of Statelevel
for more effective pa pmanel
financial  iovestigations;
and improve its framework
for implementing Targeted

mise the of ad-
dressing the shortage in
human  resourcing  and

tional 171 prosecution com-

s0 that
all reparting entitos e
ceive updates on relevant
thour delay.

wransa

plaints are not pr
on account of pending -
assistance

'l'he other priority ac-

sted to India in-
Sude that it should undes-
take more comprehensive
financial network analysis,
especially on ML tech
migques Hnked o human
wrafficking and migrant
smugpling: enhance capac-

al shorteon
underlined by the FATF is
of

nesses  amd  Professions
{(DNFEF) supervisors and
increase suspicious

said a senior government
official.

Howewver, the FATF sald
th rv had a

auired al(lllery et
India “palicy deci
shon- not t supphy therm,
‘defence
who also stated
that India is “firmly neu-
wal” between Russia and
Ukraine and has taken a
stand to “mot su;

it eaquipment- o eiher of
them

6 the inital days of
their Gaza offensive, they
artillery  shells,
155 and 10Smms; but we
took a policy decision not
to supply them, lsrel dsell
is unable to its.
commiltments. Whas mey

o
defence imports. Dellver-
ies of systems, spares, sup-
plies and ammunition
suffered delays from Hissia
a5 well.

“Wery little export”
“There are very little de-
fence exports to  lstael
from India. It is India
which is dependent on Is-
rael for defence supplies,
deliveries of some have

ing the current situation,”
the source stressed.

Some Istasli companies
e joint venmires with. in-
dian  companies under
which  soi

high level of technical com-
pliance acrass the FATF re-
aion

for politically exposed per-

sans (PEPs) in PMLA rules.
esides, India  should
the of

The FATF report ob-
served that India faces se-
riows terrorism and terror

newly ineorporated Desig:
nated Mon-Financial Busi

reats, meclud
ing related o Islamie State
or al Qaeda

systems assembled in India
which go back to the pa-
rent com|

MEA slams ‘arms
to Kyiv

B L
sndia an Thursday described 2=
“naccurste” a medsa report
that said artillery shets sold by
sndian arms manfscturers
e been diverted by
European customers to
Usraine and New Delbs has not
e stop . “We haue
e the Beuters repart. It i

spekespersen Randhic )
said,

time our defence lndus[ry

e

tion with the' Mmls(ry of
External Affairs (MEA), has
been clear that we will not
get embroiled in the war,”

Besponding
to queries on diversion of
Indian defence exparts to

“India has been carry-
ing out itz defence exports

taking into acoount ks in-
ternarional obligations on

non-proliferation and

based on i own robust be-
gal and regulatory frame-
weork, which includes a ho-
lstic  assessment  of
relevant criteria,

4 The Government of
India has been wery careful
in ensuring that none of its

equipment reaches ary
country may re-export
them, the first source




India abstains from voting on UNGA
resolution against Israel’s ‘occupation’

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The effort of the United Na-
tions should be to “build
bridges” between the Is-
raeli and Palestinian sides,
India said, explaining a de-
cision to abstain from a re-
solution at the UN General
Assembly (UNGA) that
called on Israel to vacate
Palestinian territories on
the basis of an opinion by
the International Court of
Justice (IC]J). India was
among 43 nations that ab-
stained from the resolu-
tion, which was adopted
by the UN body, as more
than two-thirds of the
countries present, a mas-
sive 124 of 181, voted in fa-
vour of it. Sources said the
resolution’s call for sanc-
tions and stopping arms
exports to Israel may have
also spurred India’s deci-
sion to abstain.

“Our joint efforts should
be directed towards bring-
ing the two sides closer,

P. Harish

not drive them further
apart. We should strive to-
wards building bridges,
not furthering the divides,”
India’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Na-
tions P. Harish said, in the
Explanation of Vote (EoV)
after the abstention.

In the explanation, Mr.
Harish reiterated India’s
position on a two-state so-
lution for Israel-Palestine
peace, and the importance
of the UN charter. He also
repeated India’s formula-
tion of the violence, which
blames neither Hamas for
the terrorist attacks in

2023 that killed over 1,200,
and the taking of about 250
hostages, nor names Israel
for the reprisal bombard-
ment of Gaza and the West
Bank that has left more
than 35,000 dead, includ-
ing nearly 15,000 children,
according UN data.

“We unequivocally con-
demn the terror attacks on
Israel on 7 October 2023;
we condemn the loss of ci-
vilian lives in the conflict;
we call for an immediate
ceasefire and immediate
and unconditional release
of all hostages; and we
stand for unrestricted and
sustained humanitarian as-
sistance in the Gaza Strip,”
the EoV said, adding that
India remains an advocate

of “dialogue and
diplomacy”.
The abstention by India

was a marked departure
from its previous record of
voting in favour of resolu-
tions that call upon Israel
to withdraw troops from
occupied Palestinian terri-

tories, including Gaza.
Sources said India ab-
stained as it had some dif-
ferences over the wording
of the resolution that im-
poses a one-year deadline
on Israel to withdraw forc-
es from the occupied terri-
tories, which some of the
other abstaining countries
called “unrealistic”.

Indian companies have
joint ventures with Israeli
defence companies and
manufacture, under li-
cence, some parts which
go back to parent compa-
nies in Israel, which can be
sold to any one by them,
officials said, while assert-
ing that India’s exports to
Israel are very low.

The non-binding resolu-
tion followed two waves of
bombings across Lebanon
that killed about 30 people
and wounded 3,000 as
pagers and personal devic-
es packed with explosives
were detonated, which the
Lebanese government has
blamed Israel for.




* India’s Abstention at UNGA:

* India abstained from voting on a United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) resolution that called for Israel to vacate Palestinian
territories.

* The resolution was based on an opinion by the International Court of
Justice (1C)).

* The resolution was passed with 124 votes in favor, while 43 countries,
including India, abstained.



India’s Position:

India emphasized the need to "build bridges"
rather than further divisions between Israel
and Palestine.

India’s Permanent Representative to the UN,

P. Harish, stated that the focus should be on
bringing the two sides together.

India condemned the terror attacks on Israel
from 7 October 2023, which resulted in the

deaths of over 1,200 people, as well as the
taking of hostages by Hamas.



e Call for Ceasefire:
* India called for an

immediate

ceasefire, the unconditional release

of all hostages, an

d sustained

humanitarian assistance in the

Gaza Strip.

* India's stance in the Explanation of

Vote (EoV) highlig
for dialogue and ¢
resolving the conf

nted its support
iplomacy in

ict.




* Differences in the Resolution:

* India had reservations about some aspects of the resolution,
including the one-year deadline for Israel to withdraw from occupied
territories, which it found unrealistic.

* The country also underscored its minimal defense exports to Israel,
with joint ventures operating under licenses between Israeli and
Indian companies.



‘India took a policy
stand not to supply

arms, shells to Israel’ -

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

In the initial days of the Ga-
za offensive, Israel re-
quired artillery shells but
India took a “policy deci-
sion” not to supply them,
according to defence
sources, who also stated
that India is “firmly neu-
tral” between Russia and
Ukraine and has taken a
stand to “not supply kinet-
ic equipment” to either of
them.

“In the initial days of
their Gaza offensive, they
needed artillery shells,
155mm and 105mm; but we
took a policy decision not
to supply them. Israel itself
is unable to honour its
commitments. What they
are supposed to supply,
they are using it for them-
selves,” a defence source
with knowledge of the mat-
ter said on condition of
anonymity, while stressing
that “there is very little that
really goes from India.”

This also highlights In-
dia’s vulnerabilities due to
its extreme dependence on
defence imports. Deliver-
ies of systems, spares, sup-
plies and ammunition have
suffered delays from Russia
as well.

MEA slams ‘arms
to Kyiv’ report

NEW DELHI

India on Thursday described as
“inaccurate” a media report
that said artillery shells sold by
Indian arms manufacturers
have been diverted by
European customers to
Ukraine and New Delhi has not
intervened to stop it. “We have
seen the Reuters report. It is
speculative and misleading,”
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said. emi

time our defence industry
wasn’t primed much, espe-
cially for ammunition,” the
source stated.

“After the war began,
there have been several in-
quiries from countries
around them and aligned
either with Russia or Uk-
raine who were looking to
re-route stuff but the De-
fence Ministry, in consulta-
tion with the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA), has
been clear that we will not
get embroiled in the war,”
the source stressed. “We
have relations with both of
them and need both of
them,” another source in

‘Very little export’

“There are very little de-
fence exports to Israel
from India. It is India
which is dependent on Is-
rael for defence supplies,
deliveries of some have
been impacted due to their
own requirements follow-
ing the current situation,”
the source stressed.

Some Israeli companies
have joint ventures with In-
dian companies under
which some parts and
components are made or
systems assembled in India
which go back to the pa-
rent company.

“At the time of the out-
break of hostilities bet-
ween Russia and Ukraine,
in February 2022, there
were not much supplies
going from India, as at that

LIE KIIOW SdiUl. RESPULIULLLE
to queries on diversion of
Indian defence exports to
Ukraine, MEA spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal
termed the reports “specu-
lative and misleading”.

“India has been carry-
ing out its defence exports
taking into account its in-
ternational obligations on
non-proliferation and
based on its own robust le-
gal and regulatory frame-
work, which includes a ho-
listic  assessment  of
relevant criteria, including
end user obligations and
certifications,” Mr. Jaiswal
added. The Government of
India has been very careful
in ensuring that none of its
equipment reaches any
country that may re-export
them, the first source
reiterated.

AIN-X



* India's Policy Decision on Arms Supply:

* During the initial days of the Gaza offensive, Israel required artillery
shells (155mm and 105mm), but India made a "policy decision" not to
supply them.

* India maintains a neutral stance between Russia and Ukraine,
deciding not to supply kinetic equipment to either of them.

* Indian defense sources mentioned the vulnerability caused by
dependence on defense imports and delayed supplies from Russia.



* Impact on Exports to Israel:

* India has minimal defense exports
to Israel, and Israeli commitments
are currently focused on their own
requirements due to the conflict.

* Some Israeli defense companies
have joint ventures with Indian
companies, but supplies have been
delayed due to global geopolitical
Issues.




* Media Report Rejection:

* The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has denied a media report that
Indian artillery shells sold to European customers were being diverted
to Ukraine.

* MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal termed the report speculative and
misleading, clarifying that India adheres to strict international
obligations on non-proliferation and defense export frameworks.

* The Indian government ensures that none of its defense equipment is
re-exported by other countries in violation of agreements.



* India’s Strategic Position:

* The government has emphasized its neutral stance in the ongoing
conflict, avoiding involvement between Russia and Ukraine, while
balancing its defense relations with both nations.

* Despite requests from countries involved in the conflict, India has
decided to stay out of it, with emphasis on international regulations
governing defense exports.
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dist attacks in

ali caj

kill more than 70 and injure 200

~
Ajihadist sttack in the Malian capital 8amako on Tuesday targeting
han

2 miditary police training came and

Ieft more

70 dead and 200 wounded. one of the highest talls suffered by the

security forces in recent years. The

strike was daimed

21-Qaeda-linked Group to Suppert Isiam and Muslims umm asp

BERLE

(,ernuny Dl-lnb extra €400 million

TAIFER

Taiwan recognises same-sex union

ance to Ukraine

-~
Germany is planning almost €400 milica in extra military 3id for

Ukraine this year despite 3 row over

according to = Finance Mn
second-lai
20d had slready carl

RELTERS.

between Chines

TAIFER

e and Taiwanese

S0 o Tbblummeive: Chilovbn cooios e s lognlly sl 5

estry
cortributor of mitary aid to Ukraine sfter the LS.
arcund €7.5 billion for Kyw in 2024 A7

i, Taipes said,

10-vear-old Japanese boy. stabbu.l
n di

near his school

REUTERS.

-~
A 10-year-old Sapanese stisdent who was stabbed near his school in

has died, officiats in Tokyo said on Thursday_ A

suspect is &

&
Crass-strait uraons for the first Grme. Taraman has long beor at the
fos

refront of Asia’s

LGBTQ rights in

2018 the first piace in the regon to legalize marnage equality. 46+

Minister Yoko

the sttack occurred despite Tokya's requests for caution

23 China marks 3 key anniversary of s war with Japan. AP

Israeli strikes hit Hezbollah
rocket launchers in Lebanon

Hassan D

asrallah calls the attacks that blew up walkie-talkies and

edented” after it

claimed the lives of 37 people and injured around 3.000 while o\erwhelrning Lebanese haospitals

Agencies
BEIRUT/JERUSALEM

srael's Army said &t hit
l some 30 Hezbollah
rocket launchers

ay.
“With the direction of
1DF (military) intelligence,
the IAF (air force) struck
approximately 30 Hezbol
launchers and terrorist

ready to fire projectiles to-
ward Israeli territory.” the

tsraeli amacks

in memoriam: Hezbellsh
of their comeades at a funeral procession in Beirut on Thursday. 42

that blew up Hezbollah ra-

dios and rs crossed all
red lines, the leader of the
heavily armed 1

rs mewm over the coffins of two

Lebanon and Hezbollah
have blamed Israel for at-
tacks on Hezbollah's com-

movement said.

that killed 37 people and

wounded around 3,000,
overwhelming Lebanese

Student ally
of Bangladesh
ex-PM beaten

to death
DIARA

Bangladeshi student
leader ‘was beaten to death
at his campus in

and
bloody havoc on Hezbol
lah_
“There is no doubt that

eced T the history of the

an apparent reprisal for at-
tacks on protesters during
the uprising that ousted

former Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina last month.
Sha was en-

roll agar Un-

Hassan Nasrallah said. Awami Le,

He” said” the attacks | Was beaten by ‘unkn wn
“could war 3
crimes or a declaration or night for |admg an attack
war, they could be called student demonstrators
a 'and they deserve | 2t the campes in mid July,

during protests demand-
ing Ms. Hasinas removal
from office, police said_

A trail of exploding pagers
that runs from Taiwan to
Lebanon through Hungary

NEWS ANALYSIS

Stanly Johny

©On Sunday. Benjamin Ne-

whatever necessary 1o

make sure that

Israelis displaced from the
hern border

return home. la-

were injured. A day later,

EU chief
announces
€10 billion
flood package

WROCLAW
= mission
President Ursula von der

rib
~ devastation after the
floods cansed Storm

is
The death toll from the

and eastern Europe
week rose to 24 on
Wecineaday.

spoke In the Polish city of
Wroclaw alongside the
leaders of four countries

from the flood-hit regon.
Strong wind and heavy
rains struck the region last
week, killing five people in
Auslna seven in Poland,
n in Romania and five

in the Czech Republic.

Lact of the inferno

ol

&

A;)‘;

-

A Eaimiect ST sl e el i e o MRS T Pl 65 Vhamactic) Fouili i tomee i skt S i K 1508 15205
which

rorth of

aver the weekend, kified

persons and injured S0 people. REUTERS.

e Shia mil-
Hia Eroup backed by tran
which has been using pag-

ers and walkie-talkies for

But if Israel &s really behlnd
the amtack, the question
how they pulled off an at.
tack of this scale_

Talwanese connection
Initially, there were diffe-
rent theories pointing to

disies, i

supply-sde p pene!rauon to

per ices.
Frise e e ]
ploded were AR924s that
carried the brand name of
Gold Apollo, a Tafwan-

was only that it had our

brand on it.” Gold Apclle

has used

causes for developing and
She did

er
make the pagers 1 am just
hink

walkie-talikies to communicate
en its members

founder president,
Hsu Chlng kuang. told re-
porters at the

you got it wrong,” iy Bar-

Sony-Arcidiacono told U.

Brohdcaster NBE on the

phone. The plot thickens
Gold Apollo is to be
the lictk

office in hew Taipei on
fors

The company said the

L et rnodel pagers were

ured by BAC Con-

Suking & nurr a Hungarian

company. “Gold has

established a long-term
parmershxp wuh BA( Con-

Taed "B v e ot beand
trademark for product
sales in specific regions,
but the design and manu-
facturing of the products
are entirely

Budapest-based com

critical junceure of the Hex:
bollah-israel war.

ding to a New York
Times report, BAC was a
front company of the Israe-
i

i, withous offering any
details about the contract.

The report says israeli in-
telligence officials set up
thr =1l companies, In-

was

BAC, based in Budapest,

operates in “environmen"

tal. political and develop-

mént projects™, according
the company’s

which has 303 fol-

clud.\ng

u =
gary in 2022. Hezbollah
was wary using cell

page reference to
the comp: involve-
ment

eleceronic devices. It says
= find “innova-

tve solutions™ to tackle
of

them
The back-to-back explo-
sions have dealt a blow to

ment, international affairs

and environmens~. Cristia-
na i

was assassinated by Israel
on July 30. Israel has once
again

1a
diacono, a 49-year-oid with
3 PhD in particie physics, i

Eiis, el Kois sulecatart
ntal and soctal

s wil-
lingness and capabilicy to

risks in artacking
iu rivals. But with Hezbol-
lah w vengeance. ten-
sions on Israel's northern
border are likely to flate up
in coming days.

Christian woman sentenced to
death in blasphemy case in Pak.

SSLAMABAD

A crint here in Pakistan on

She was accused of
sharing derogatory

ina

chrlsdzn woman to death

sharing derogatory
tertal about the Prophes of
islam in 2 WhatsApp group
in September 2020.

J Afzal
rein

Apart from this, the
court also sentenced her to
seven years imprisonment
and imposed a of Rs.
1,00,000 under Secllon u

the decision.
Ms. Karan is the second
Christian  wor sen-

d by Asif
Khosa, the former

China will be ‘high’ on Quad Summit agenda: U.S.

WASHINGTON DC

China will be “high on the
agenda~ at the summit-le-
vel meeting of the Quadri-
lateral Security Dialogue
(Quad). comprising the
U.S., India, Australia and
Japan. according to White
House spokesperson John

Kirby.
LS. President Joe Biden
/81 host Quad leaders in

thef Justice” of

right to file an appeal in a
high court within 30 days
of the decision.

Judge Majuka added the

st jeody A Place uncil
the high court approved

Court,

Bibl moved to Canada with
her family.
Blasphemy laws were

geted by the extremists.

Sarur-
dzy M Blden wotll meet in-
with  Prime
Mlms(er Narendra Modi as
well as Prime Ministers An-
of Austra-

important issues” accord-

ing to the White House.
“In fact, it would be ir-

together to discuss
panding cooperation
across a range of critically

i, in-
stance, unfair lrade prac-

Common goals: U.S. President Joe Siden will host Quad leaders in
iz hometown of Wimington in Delaware in the U.S. on Saturday. A7

tices, tensions over the Tai-
‘wan Strait. | have no doubt
that all those issues will
come up.” he said.

security. _infrastructure,
critical and emerging tech”
nologies, climate, clean
energy cyber security.

sccording to Mr. Kirby.

Human rights
Asked by a journalist at
Wednesdays White House
briefing if Mr. Biden would
uss human rights with
Mr. Modi, Mr. Kitby said he
did not wane to get ahead
the versations but
it if appropriate, Mr. Bi-
den would do so.

and civil rights. an
that includes with Prime
linister M i, Mr. Ki
5 ling th:

. Biden
had raised the issue pre-

viously with Mr. Modi.
“And I'm sure that as ap-

last such meeting for two

f the four leaders. with

Kishida

announcing et “they will
not seek re-election.



TAIPEI

Taiwan recognises same-sex union
between Chinese and Taiwanese

AFP

A

Same-sex Taiwanese-Chinese couples are now legally able to
register their marriages in Taiwan, Taipei said, recognising
cross-strait unions for the first time. Taiwan has long been at the
forefront of Asia’s burgeoning LGBTQ rights movement, becoming in
2019 the first place in the region to legalise marriage equality. AFP
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Emvironmental activists take part in 2 protest raly in

Secul, South Kores on September 7. 2024 A=

‘Future grave for big
cities if earth warms
by three degrees C’

France Presse

PARES

Longer and more frequent hearwaves, soaring de-

mand for alr condi

ioning. and widespread dis-
ul

would become unbearable
Thould the planet keap Warming at current ranes,

arned on

ws Th
The World Resources Institte CWRD. = U.S.-
thi ‘what might

would be dire compared to a scenario where glo-

bal warming is restricted to 1.5C.

“At 3C of warm-

ing. many cities could I‘ace month-long heat-

waves,

air

for
itioning. as well as a s.hlf(lng risk for msect-
the

S Rogtex s et ez o

DRL: The repoxe 1
for

o Toror Mo Commtcian, By 2050, two-thirds
of the world's population will live In cities and
20%

more than

that urban growth will occur in

Africa and Asia. ~People living in low-income ci-

ties will be the hardest hit,” the

authors wrote.

China poses a greater challenge than
the Cold War to the U.S., says Campbell

The US. Deputy Secre(;lry of State says the Cold War pales in comparison to the multifaceted ch:

ir in advz

ence France Presse
WASHINGTON

hina presents the
C top challenge to the
United States in all
surpassing

puty Secretary
State Kurt Campbell, a key
architect of a 15-year push
for the United States to reo-

‘technology to

7.~ Mr. Campbell told the
House Foreign
Committee.
“Frankly, the Cold War
to the
challenges
that China presents” he
sasd.

“It is not just a military
challenge: it is across the
board. It is in the Global
South. It is in technology.
We need to step up our
game across the board ™
Asked about Mr. Camp-

beil's remarks, a spokea-
person for China's Foreign

Oy 1o

Drawing the line: U

Regarding China as the
U.S’s greatest challenge
i spokesper-
son Lin Jian said at a regu-
lar press conference.
“China urges the United
States to abandon Cold

vember 2023 45

fronting Beljing.

pr. Biden and his -
cal heir, current Vice Presi-
dent and Democratic presi-
dential candidate, Kamala
Harris have supported dia-
logue with China even as

War
stop spreading the China
cthreat theory, and stop dis-
torting China's strategic in-
tentions,” he added.

Ixed signals
ey Campbell's tough talk
in re

came despite
lations between the United
States and China under

facts,

us. Joe Biden.
Former President and

their press.
es ahead with tough mea-
sures including a sweeping
ban rs of ad

AMoscow to ramp up mili-
tary production for its war
in Ukratne.

exag-
gerate the China threat,
and clamowr for camp
confr: ons~.

candidate Donald Trump
speaks more frequently in
Cold War terms about con-

“The s, we
have got to get more sup-
port here on this.” Mr.
Campbell sald of U.S. sanc-

S President Joe Biden and China's Pressdent X Jinping with other officials from
both countries during a meeting in California in Now

tions on Chinese

been a big
deal for 1S or 20 years, he
Acting on China, after
ussia,  could  feel like
hind of & onetwe punch.

China argues that, un-

s” that China presents: calls for greater US.

like the U.S., it is not

Russia
Washington says Beijing &s
oviding support

pre
military uses.

better with the Asian rivak remarks ‘disregard facts and clamour for confrontations; says Beijing

in Laos in July.
The State Department
conssders two other ULS. ci-
i

»Mr.

ed that the Biden admi
tration

ing over from Mr. Tru

in part by bolstering

alliances.

“Four years ago.

e 2 summir La:

power to act,” she said in a
to the Congr.

of restoring military com-

mis-

in China from 2013 to 2015
and has since become a
on such cases,

down on ingredients in
fentanyl. the drug behind
an in
the U.S.

Me r

counterpart Wang Yi on
the of a

s;\.ld a “massive number~
Americans cannot pu-
hltcly raise their cases for
fear of retribution by
Besjing.
He said he was held with
1 other men in a packed
cell with no privacy or fur-

niture. sleeping_on the
floor eating from dog
bowls hed under the
bars.

He sald he lost 22
while

‘Sternest test
yet for Kyiv
energy grid as
winter looms

PARIS

The coming winter will

Ve Zel skoyy.
the IEA put forward a 10-
potnt plan

country’s
energy security. ~We must

all we can to keep the
lights on. And as winter is
approaching, masst
kotp the brave people of
Ukraine warm, while we al-
s0 keep the

Thorough check

Clese watchs Sei Lanikan police comat officers inspect an autorickshaw at a checkpeint in Colombo on Thursdsy shead of the presidential
eclection scheduted for Saturday. AFP

New wave of violence rocks
French overseas territories

SAINT-LOI

French authorities on
Thursday grappled with a
new spike in violence in
the country’s overseas ter-
ritories with security forc-
ew

dering a curfew after riot-
ing in Martinique.

The fresh trouble comes
at a sensitive tme for
¥ e where the new
Prime Minister Michel Bar-
nier is ling to form a

.. in France's

©On guard: French

block a road in

Pacific teritory of New Caledonia on Thursday. A5

mid-May over Pariss plan
for voting reforms that in-

o
Snap parliamentary elec-
tions and has warned of a

Kanak people
fear would leave them in a
permanent minority,

their of

ger pressure in the French

of Marti-
SiTes home o seetnd
350, ople. cials

ordered a curfew in several
of Fort-di

Killed souih of the ca
Noumea. the public pro-
secutor said on Thursday,
taking the death toll to I3
after months of unrest in
the French Pacific territo-
ry. Viclence broke out in

winning independence.
‘hile unrest in the
South Pacific territory has
ebbed since mid-July, new
<l erupted between
French police and civilians
in Saint Louis, a heartland
the independence
movement just south of

PAmRaeteticn s mlois

the island’s main city, and
next-door Lamentin, after
Violent cost-ofliving prot-

“The riots follow protests

ophe Bouvier,
horities have made

run-
ning~ Ms. von dex Leyen
told a Brussels nfe-
rence held }olnll)' with TEA
chief F. X
port said that
2022 a ZOZS “about
Halr af Ulratnca power
generation capacity was
either occupied by Russian

aged,
half of the large nerwork

Health workers in conflict-ridden Congo struggle to contain Mpox outbreak

xavusu

Health authorities have
struggled to contain out-
breaks of Mpox in Congo. a

by rissiles and drones—
“Ukraine’s energy sys-

ase accompanying the re-
T
The report urged Euro-

del s of equipment
and parts to reb the
cilities and

countries a gl.obal health
emergency. And in Congo,
scientists have identified a

placement of a large num-
ber of people have already

put health services under
pressur,

Overall. Congo has
more than 21,000 of the
25,093 confirmed and sus-
pected Mpox cases in Afri-
ca this year, according to
WHO's most recent count.

<o

cases can develop
lesions.

More than 720 people in

Africa have died in the lar-

est outbreaks, mostly

ngo.
Mpox is a zoonotic dis-

ase, meaning it
spread to humans from in-
fected animals. In the glo-
bal Mpox outbreak of
2022, the virus spread bet-
ween people primarily
through sex and close
physical contact.
In September 2023,

carez A healthcare worker trests an Mpox patient at a
hnsp-zal in eastern Congo's South Kiva

province on September 4. A8

Mpox spread to

The WHO sasd that from

astbreak in South Ki-
wu, the virus spread among
people elsewhere in the
country, arriving in neigh-
bouring province North Ki-
.

Esc cri:

Those two provi

some 2.000  Kiometers

from the capital, Kinshasa

— face escalating violence,
tarian crisis and

Ocher lasues. More than 120

health facilities. Dr. Musole
mba;

— sometimes

many as four
thmes the facility’s capacky
for patlent

With more than & mil-
lion displaced people in
the east, authoritles and
aid agencies were already
struggiing o provide food

Some eastern Congo
communities are out of
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New wave of violence rocks
French overseas territories

Agence France-Presse
SAINT-LOUIS

French authorities on
Thursday grappled with a
new spike in violence in
the country’s overseas ter-
ritories with security forc-
es killing two men in New
Caledonia and officials or-
dering a curfew after riot-
ing in Martinique.

The fresh trouble comes
at a sensitive time for
France where the new
Prime Minister Michel Bar-
nier is struggling to form a
government following
snap parliamentary elec-
tions and has warned of a
“very serious” financial
situation.

During an overnight se-
curity operation in New
Caledonia, two men were
killed south of the capital
Noumea, the public pro-
secutor said on Thursday,
taking the death toll to 13
after months of unrest in
the French Pacific territo-
ry. Violence broke out in

On guard: French gendarmes block a road in Mont-Dore, in France's
Pacific territory of New Caledonia on Thursday. AFp

mid-May over Paris’s plan
for voting reforms that in-
digenous Kanak people
fear would leave them in a
permanent minority,
crushing their chances of
winning independence.

While unrest in the
South Pacific territory has
ebbed since mid-July, new
clashes erupted between
French police and civilians
in Saint Louis, a heartland
of the independence
movement just south of
Noumea.

Authorities are also un-

der pressure in the French
Caribbean island of Marti-
nique, home to around
350,000 people. Officials
ordered a curfew in several
districts of Fort-de-France,
the island’s main city, and
next-door Lamentin, after
violent cost-of-living prot-
ests.

The riots follow protests
that began in early Septem-
ber over rising prices. The
prefect of Martinique,
Jean-Christophe Bouvier,
said authorities have made
15 arrests.
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 Unrest in New Caledonia:

* French security forces killed two men during a security operation near
Noumea, raising the death toll to 13 since unrest erupted in mid-May.

* The violence is linked to concerns among the indigenous Kanak
people over reforms that may permanently sideline their aspirations
for independence.



Rioting in Martinique:

Authorities imposed a curfew in parts of Fort-de-France and nearby
Lamentin following violent protests related to rising costs of living.

The protests, which began in early September, have led to 15
arrests.




e The violence comes at a time when France's new Prime Minister Michel
Barnier is attempting to form a government after snap parliamentary
elections, while also dealing with a "very serious" financial situation.

e This wave of unrest has added pressure on French authorities,
particularly in the overseas territories, as they struggle to maintain
order amidst growing economic and political challenges.



POLITICS, P7

NEW DELHI,

IN THE

NE WS

LABOUR MINISTRY
TO INVESTIGATE
EY STAFFER DEATH

THE UNION LABOUR
ministry is
investigating the work
environment at
accounting firm EY after the
death of a 26-year-old staffer
was blamed on “stress” by her
mother who demanded
accountability. BPAGE 24

FATF COMMENDS
INDIA PROGRESS,
SEES MORE SCOPE

frontal asssult on money
laundering, whike also takin
‘significant steps” to tackle ilick
finance, the organisation said on
Thursday. mece 2
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The options before HUL
for its ice cream business
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US FED’S SURPRISE S50BPS CUT

Bond yields slump
to 31-month low

ANUPREKSHA JAIN
Mumbai, September 19

THE US FEDERAL Reserve's bigger
than-expected 50 basis point rate
cutled toa sharp fall in the yields of
10-year government bonds (G-Sec)
to 6.7577% - the lowest in 31
months. Yields across the other
h five-year

lowest since April 2022 at 6.6950.
The rate cutalsoled tohigh trad,

EDITORIAL:
The total vol
OVERTORSI ez
S DS T1.06 lakh
crore - the
highest since June 4 - withvolumes
seen mostly in the 10-yearand 15-
year segments.

Late Wednesday, the US FOMC
kscked off the rate cut oyclebringing
it down to 4.75-5.00%0 after keep-
ingit at a two-decade high of 5.25-
5.75%. The cut, which came after
overd )vars. wnea.g:nn:l lhz back
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No significant
impact on India
inflows: Seth

Tlu_ us FB)‘Sauulzzd rate cut“will

drop
e s Aot

Fede Reserve chair jerome
Powell said the aggressive action on
Wednesday was intended to make
sure that high borrowing costs, put
in place to fight inflation, would not

mpact foreign
inflows® into. Tnd

Will not spur
capital inflows
to India: Wood

The rate cut by US Federal Reserve
has opened the way for similar

affairs secretary Ajay Seth said on
Thursday. The Fed has done what it

(REI) will decide on interest rate
. s

end up hurting the US
*The labour market is in a strong
place - we want to keep it there,”
Powell said. “That’s what we're
doing.” be added.

Continued on Page 7

mind, he said Separately, chief cco-
nomic advisor V  Anantha
Nageswaran also said the impact of
the US Fed

India, Chris Wood, Global Head of
Equity Strategy, Jefferies, said on
Thursday, but added that a
wvative” Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
might nill not start easing rates in
2024, reports Prasanta Sahu Wood
2ddcd that the Feds decision was
unlikely to lead to any additiomal

India as it was mostly

capital inflows t while other

m.nu-u like Braxil and

ariseininflows.
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Big blow to telcos as SC
denies any relief on AGR

Telcos’ plea sought
correction in
arithmetical errors

JATIN GROVER
New Delhi, September 19

TELECOM OPERATORS VODA-
FONE Idea and Bharti Airtel suf-
fered a big blow on Thursday with
the Supreme Court ne)e:nrxg their
curative

STOCKS TAKEAHIT
Sept 18 (ciose) BSE
3,234.31

Telecom stocks performance
T% changel

Bharti Indus  Vodafone
Airtel Tower idea
-8.9 -19.6

0.8
=

3,108.53

asithmetical cxrocs by the depart-
ment of telecommunications
(DoT) in computing the adjusted
gross revenue (AGR) dues arising
cutof a 2019 order.

A curative petition is filed by
petitioners asa Last resort if they feel
that there has been an erroc in judg-
ment by the court.

Thoug]

h the order came as 3 set.

back for both the operators, the
adverse impact is much higher for
Vodafone Idea as Bharti, with its

on the BSE, Bharti’s shares closs
0.8%higher,at T1,665.

Ancther company which go
is Indus Tower:

ina fine position to paythe dues This

which has leased telecom towers t

prices of both the companics reacted
after the order. While Vodafone kdea's
shares dosed down 19.6% at T10.4

8.9% lowerat T390,

Continued on Page 7

Axis arm barred from debt issues

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, September 19

THE SECURITIES AND Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) on Thursday
barred Axis Capital (ACL) from
acting as merchant banker,
arranger or underwriter for any
new debt issues. The interim order
is applicable immediately till fus-
ther orders.

The restriction comes as an
interim measure after the markets
regulator found that Axis Capital
had extended itself beyond activi
ties permitted toa merchant banker
in the matter of listed non-convert

SBI NIFTY 500 INDEX FUND

BREACH OF RULES

= Axis Capital was taking credit
risk exposure, thereby entering
the ‘realm of banking’, said Sebi

= Axis Capital has ok
21 daystofileits /

reply or object,

any, to the order

ible debentures (NCDs) of Sojo Info-

tel — the holding company floated

bylhepmmmrnafu\n(‘mup
ovided

Siamantesfindemnity | towards

redemptionof NCDs in the guise
underwriting, which it wasnot per
mitted to do under the existing reg
ulatory framework. Such activit
poses risk tothe financial systema
ftean fisrupt the ordert
functioning of the market” state
the interim order passed by Sebi'
whole-time member (WTM) Ash
wani Bhatia.

ACL has 21 days to file its repl
orcbject, if any, to the order and cu
also avail an opportunity of per
somnal hearing on any fixed date an
time.

Coatinued on Page 7
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TCS retains most-valuable brand tag for third year in a row

GEETIKA SRIVASTAVA
New Delhi, September 19

TATA CONSULTANCY SER-
VICES (TCS) has retained its
positionasIndia’s mostvaluable
brand with a value of $49.7 bil-
lion for the third year in a row,
according to the 2024 Kantar
BrandZ Most Valuable Indian
Brandsreport.

TheTata Group firmhasheld
the top spot, buoyed by a 16%
increase in brand value against
the previous year. The report
attributes this growth to the
company’s aggressive invest-

ments in innovation, particu-
larlyinartificial intelligence (AI)
and digital transformation.TCS
was followed by HDFC Bank,
with a brand value of $38.2 bil-
lion,and Airtelwas placed third,
with $29.8 billion.

Seven new entrants joined
the list this year, including
CaratLane at No. 45 ($2.7 bil-
lion), Kalyan Jewellers at No. 71
(§1.6 billion), and real estate
giant Lodha at No. 63 ($1.9 bil-
lion). Godrej Properties also
madeare-entryat No.70witha
brand value of $1.66 billion.

A standout performer this

Top 5 most valuable Indian brands
Value ($ bn)

. D

Brand

@ T1Cs

© HDrC Bank EEF I

© Airtel

O nfosys FERIN
O sBi

Source: Kantar BrandZ Most Valuable Indian Brands

% chg 2024 vs 2023

29.8 [ 33
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20,

year is Zomato, whose brand
value surged to $3.5 billion,
making it the fastest-growing
brand on the list with a 100%

increase year-on-year.

Deepender Rana, executive
managing director of insights
for South Asia at Kantar, said:

“Zomato’s growth comes from
the speed at which it has
responded to consumer needs,
whether it’s managing expan-
sion into smaller markets or
leveraging moment marketing.
Thebrand hasbeen consistently
led from the front.

India’s top 75 brands now
represent a combined value of
$450.4 billion, equivalent to
13% of the nation’s gross
domestic product (GDP),
according to the report. On the
global stage,four Indian brands
— TCS, HDFC Bank, Airtel,and
Infosys —madeittothetop 100

brands worldwide, which
together represent $8.3 trillion
in brand value, or 8% of the
world’s GDP.

The report highlights a K-
shaped recovery in the brand
landscapewith sectorslikeauto,
retailandrealty thriving. Half of
the total brand value from the
top 75 brands comes from firms
inthe BFSIand B2B tech sectors.

“Inthe pastyear,the compa-
nies behind India’s top 75
brands have seen stock market
growth of 529%, far outpacing
the 37.6% growth of the Sen-
sex,’Ranaadded.



TCS Tops the List:

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) remains India's most valuable brand for the

third consecutive year with a brand value of $49.7 billion, as per the 2024
Kantar BrandZ Most Valuable Indian Brands report.

TCS saw a 16% increase in its brand value from the previous year.




* Top 5 Brands:

* Following TCS, the top brands are:
 HDFC Bank ($38.2 billion)
* Airtel (529.8 billion)
* Infosys ($25.2 billion)
* SBI(S17.9 billion)

* New Entrants:

* Seven new brands joined the list in 2024, including CaratLane, Kalyan
Jewellers, and Lodha Group.



e Zomato's Growth:

e Zomato emerged as the fastest-growing brand on the list, with a
100% increase in its brand value, reaching $3.5 billion.

* Global Impact:

* The combined brand value of India’s top 75 brands is $450.4 billion,
representing 13% of India's GDP.

* On the global stage, TCS, HDFC Bank, Airtel, and Infosys have entered
the top 100 global brands.



e Sector Growth:

* The report highlights growth in BFSI (Banking, Financial Services, and
Insurance) and B2B tech sectors, accounting for half of the total brand
value of the top 75 companies.

* Stock Market Outperformance:

* India’s top 75 brands saw a 52% increase in stock market growth, far
outpacing the Sensex’s growth of 37.6%.
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Mini-moon



Earth will tem ily capture a small asteroid named 2024 PT5, which

will stay for two months before moving back into space.

henomenon, known as a “mini-moon,” occurs when asteroids get

caught in Earth’s gravity and orbit the planet for a short time.

Although rare, such occurrences provide scientists with valuable
opportunities to study near-Earth objects.




e 2024 PT5, discovered by NASA’s Asteroid Terrestrial-impact Last Alert System
(ATLAS), is about 33 feet long and came from the Arjuna asteroid belt.

 However, it may not fully qualify as a mini-moon since it won’t complete a full orbit
around Earth but will follow a horseshoe-shaped path.

* This event is significant because studying asteroids like 2024 PT5 helps researchers
understand the nature of asteroids that pass close to Earth, potentially informing
future space exploration and resource extraction efforts.







Naga king chill



Seiyhama village in Nagaland celebrated its third annual

Naga king chilli festival on showcasing the raja mircha,
one of the world’s hottest chillies.

This festival, which combines agriculture, culture, and

community spirit, highlights the significance of the king
chilli, known for its extreme heat and cultural value.

Certified by Guinness World Records and granted a

Geographical Indication tag, the king chilli is central to
Naga cuisine and cultural practices.




The Naga king chilli, also
known as raja mircha, is one of
the world’s hottest chillies,
notable for its extreme
spiciness, which exceeds 1
million Scoville Heat Units

(SHU).

)

It is a key feature of the Naga
cuisine and holds significant
cultural and economic value in

Nagaland, India.







Bhoot Jolokia

Hailing from Assam

Guntur Chilli

Beyond being the pride of Andhra Pradesh
Khola Chilli

Flourishing in the Khola district of Goa
Hathei Chilli

Hailing from Manipur

Dalle Khorsani

A favourite in Momo chutneys,



Greater one-
horned Rhino




The International Rhino Foundation (IRF) published its ‘State of the Rhino’ report,
highlighting positive developments for the Greater One-Horned Rhino.

About
The population has increased by 20% over the past decade, now exceeding 4,000 rhinos.

Conservation efforts have led to better management of rhino habitats and the creation
of wildlife corridors, ensuring safer movement and protection for the species.

This growth reflects successful conservation programs and habitat restoration efforts
across rhino habitats, particularly in India and Nepal.



 Greater one-horned rhino

* Habitat: The grasslands and wetlands located in the foothills of the
Himalayas and the Brahmaputra and Ganges valley.
 The Great one horned rhino is commonly found in India, Nepal, and Bhutan.

* In India they are found in Kaziranga National Park and Manas National Park in
Assam, Pobitora reserve forest in Assam (having the highest Indian rhino density
in the world), Orang National park of Assam, Laokhowa reserve forest of Assam
and Royal Chitwan National Park in Nepal.






Widening Skills Gap in
the Job Market



India's job market is experiencing an increasing divide between low-
skilled and high-skilled employment.

Over the past two decades, the services sector—particularly IT,
banking, and finance—has been a major driver of economic growth.

In contrast, traditional industries such as apparel and footwear, which
provide low-skilled jobs, are stagnating.




Contribution to GDP and Employment: India's services sector
contributes over 50% to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and
employs approximately 30.7% of the population while serving as a
global hub for software services.

Recovery & Growth: The services sector made a remarkable
recovery in FY 2022-23, posting a Year-Over-Year (YoY) growth rate
of 8.4%.




The Indian IT outsourcing market is projected to grow by 6—8%
between 2021 and 2024.

Gll Ranking: In September 2023, India maintained its 40th position
in the Global Innovation Index (Gll), driven by advancements in
technologically dynamic, internationally tradable services.

FDI: The service sector also attracted the highest Foreign Direct
investment (FDI), receiving USD 109.5 billion from April 2000 to
March 2024.




Manufacturing Sector:
Manufacturing Stagnation: Manufacturing remains at around 14% of

GDP, below the targeted 25%, widening the gap between high-skilled and low-
skilled jobs.

Lagging in Manufacturing: India's manufacturing sector lags behind
competitors such as Bangladesh, Thailand, and Vietnam, affecting low-skilled

job creation.

e Economists stress that India cannot rely solely on the services sector due to its large
population of 1.4 billion.



JOBS CREATED BY EXPORTS-RELATED
ACTIVITIES ININDIA, 2000-2020

(% of domestic employment)

INDIA'S HIGH & LOW SKILL-INTENSIVE
MANUFACTURING

(% of total manufacturing exports)
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The World Bank indicates that while high-skilled jobs
generated through manufacturing exports are rising,
trade-related low-skilled job opportunities are
rapidly moving to Vietnam and Bangladesh
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Employment generation in trade has declined despite a
decrease in China's participation in low-skill
manufacturing due to rising wages, according to the
World Bank




« What is/are the recent policy initiative(s)of
Government of India to promote the growth of
manufacturing sector? (2012)

1.Setting up of National Investment and
Manufacturing Zones

2.Providing the benefit of ‘single window clearance’

3.Establishing the Technology Acquisition and
Development Fund

 Select the correct answer using the codes given
below:

« (@) 1 only

« (b) 2and 3 only
* (c) 1 and 3 only
« (d)1,2and 3




Word of the day

Approbation:

official approval; official recognition

Usa g€ They deserve approbation and
applause for this achievement.

Pronunciation: bit.ly/approbationpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: / @p.1auber.fon/, /&p.iaberl.fon/
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